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Borough President Adams blamed 
a recent spate of Downtown shootings 
on individuals coming and going to the 
commercial district’s court rooms, claim-
ing shooters from across the borough 
stashed their weapons at construction 
sites, picked them up on their way to hear-
ings, and fired them while in the area.

“People who were on their way to 
court appeared to have hidden guns in 
construction sites and other locations,” 
Adams said at an Oct. 19 press confer-
ence at Borough Hall. “It’s unfortunate 
that much of the crime is visiting Down-
town, but there’s not much we can do 
about stopping people who are coming 
from other parts of the borough and par-
ticipating in criminal behavior.”

The beep, who held a closed-door 
meeting with law-enforcement and other 
officials prior to making his announce-
ment, said the brain trust would work 
even closer together to better schedule 
court dates, as well as parole and proba-
tion visits, in an attempt to prevent shoot-
outs between folks whom he alleged are 
bad actors affiliated with gangs.

“If there’s a beef that’s attached to that 
visit, a notification is made,” he said.

Earlier this month, cops cuffed a 
26-year-old on Oct. 11 for firing a bul-
let into another guy’s leg at Pearl and 
Willoughby streets as a nearby school 
let out on Oct. 1.

Officers slapped the suspect, who 
lives in Prospect-Lefferts Gardens, with 
charges including assault and criminal 
use of a firearm, according to Police 

Beep blames suspects headed to court for series of shocking daylight shootings

DOWNTOWN’S BAD SHOTS

The beep shared the information 
at an Oct. 19 press conference 
that followed a closed-door meet-
ing he had with law-enforcement 
officials and other local leaders.
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Borough President Adams claimed a recent string of shootings Downtown, including incidents in July, August, and earlier this month, were 
committed by suspects from elsewhere who came to the area for court hearings.

Department spokeswoman Officer Ar-
lene Muniz, who said authorities ar-
rested him no less than twice before, on 
charges including promoting gambling 
in July 2017, and on charges including 
criminal possession of a weapon back 
in September 2014.

Muniz could not answer when asked 
if the suspect is affiliated with gangs, 

claiming the complaint report did not 
note that information.

And in July, police arrested a 19-year-
old boy for shooting two passersby and 
his intended male target on Fulton Mall 
near Gallatin Place, charging the teen 
with three counts of assault.

That suspect lives in Brownsville, ac-
cording to Muniz, who said cops cuffed 

him no less than twice before the lat-
est incident, but could not say whether 
he is affiliated with gangs, citing the 
lack of that information in the com-
plaint report.

A third person opened fire near the 
New York University Tandon School 
of Engineering campus on MetroTech 
Commons in August, but police are still 

searching for the shooter, who injured 
no one and faces charges including reck-
less endangerment, Muniz said.

A spokesman for Adams said the beep 
learned of suspects’ habit of hiding guns 
in construction sites from police in the 
meeting before his public announcement, 
but reps for the Police Department did 
not immediately answer when asked how 

authorities discovered suspects’ habit of 
hiding guns at construction sites, or where 
those alleged sites are.

And the beep, a former member of 
New York’s Finest, stressed communi-
cation — between police, locals, and 
elected officials — will be key to stop-
ping future shootings in the neighbor-
hood, which is blocks from Boerum Hill’s 
House of Detention, a jail the mayor is 
 pushing to expand  in his quest to dra-
matically reduce the number of inmates 
locked up on Rikers Island.

“As a captain in the 84th precinct 
raised, we also want a smarter public,” 
Adams said. “We want the public to know 
how to not be a victim of crime, that is 
one of the best ways to prevent crime 
and ensure they are not a victim.”

— with Anthony Rotunno
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By Anthony Rotunno
Brooklyn Paper

They hope the chalk is might-
ier than the wrecking ball!

Brooklyn Heights residents are 
inviting locals to show how much 
they love the neighborhood’s im-
periled Promenade by taking chalk 
to the walkway and covering it in 
messages stating what the espla-
nade means to them.

The personal odes to the nearly 
70-year-old Promenade — which 
the city may destroy in order to 
repair the  triple-cantilevered part 
of the Brooklyn–Queens Express-
way  it sits above — are an attempt 
to get officials to notice just how 
important it is in peoples’ lives 
before they decide to bulldoze it, 
according to one resident who lent 

her hand to the cause.
“It’s trying to get publicity and 

the attention of elected officials, 
the community, and the city as 
a whole,” said Celia Weintrob, a 
Heights resident of more than three 
decades and a former co-owner 
and publisher of this newspaper. 
“It’s something that the mayor, 
the transportation commissioner, 
and Council can look at and see 
that we mean business.”

Weintrob visited the Promenade 
— which runs between Remsen 
Street and Columbia Heights — 
with a bucket of chalk in hand 
around 8:30 am on Tuesday, and 
said some preservationists already 
left messages including “a place 
that makes city living sane” and 
“Mr. Mayor, please don’t wreck 

this gorgeous place” on the pave-
ment.

She left her chalk — which she 
said she will replenish over the 
coming days if need be — on the 
walkway, and encouraged others 
from the neighborhood and beyond 
to come grab a stick and scrawl a 
message, with the goal of cover-
ing the entire Promenade in senti-
ments before rain forecast for this 
weekend washes them away.

“We want to cover every inch 
with messages about why the 
Promenade is important in peo-
ples’ lives,” Weintrob said. “It’s 
better than standing around chant-
ing, and holding up signs. It’s a 
very sincere expression.”

The chalk-writing exercise is 
the brainchild of the newly formed 

Promenade prose
Locals covering Heights walkway in chalk odes

A group of Brooklyn Heights residents pushing the city to 
spare the Promenade in its upcoming repairs to the Brook-
lyn–Queens Expressway invited locals to cover the esplanade 
in chalk-written messages declaring what it means to them.
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grass-roots group Save the Prom-
enade, according to Weintrob, 
whose members also recently 
launched an online  petition  urg-
ing the city to spare the esplanade 
that by 2 pm on Tuesday received 
more than 15,000 signatures, in-
cluding John Hancocks from such 
notable supporters as actor Mark 
Ruffalo.

The preservationist group 
formed in the days after  officials 

FIXING 
the BQE

announced their two options for 
repairing the crumbling 1.5-mile 
stretch of expressway from Atlan-
tic Avenue to Sands Street , one of 
which calls for closing the Prom-
enade for no less than six years 
and replacing it with a six-lane 
speedway for cars, trucks, and 
other traffic, with the other pro-
posing a lane-by-lane reconstruc-
tion of the highway that would 
cause traffic jams stretching for 
up to 12 miles.

Earlier this month, Mayor De-
Blasio  publicly endorsed the op-
tion to replace the esplanade with 
a temporary highway  — which he 
equated to pulling off a Band-Aid 
— calling it the less-painful choice 
because it would allow the city to 
finish the job by 2026 if it begins 
as soon as 2020, while the lane-by-
lane option could last for nearly 
a decade. Both scenarios would 
cost more than $3 billion, nearly 
double the price tag officials orig-
inally predicted, and reconstruct-
ing the expressway lane-by-lane 
See PROMENADE  on page 13

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

This port is anchored down — 
for now.

The Red Hook Container Termi-
nal will likely keep its waterfront 
home for the next decade, accord-
ing to the shipping facility’s head 
honcho, who last week signed pa-
perwork that extends its lease on 
the Port Authority of New York 
and New Jersey–owned site for five 
years, and offers a second exten-
sion at the end of that term.

“Thanks to the strategic vision 
of leadership at the Port Author-
ity, as well as the support of lo-
cal stakeholders, an agreement has 
been reached that will continue the 
terminal’s growing economic con-
tribution to the region,” said Mike 
Stamatis, who runs Red Hook Con-
tainer Terminal, LLC.

Fears over the port’s fate swirled 
after Gov. Cuomo  in his January 
State of the State speech  com-
manded bigwigs at the bi-state 
Authority to ship the business — 
which operates on several piers 
from the foot of Carroll Street to 
Atlantic Avenue — down to Sun-

Holding down the port
Container terminal commits to Hook waterfront

board of the United States.”
And with the lease renewal, 

there is no plan in the works to 
move the shipping operation fur-
ther down New York Harbor any 
time soon, according to its spokes-
man Jordan Isenstadt, who noted 
the agreement gives terminal lead-
ers the opportunity to extend their 
lease for another five years when 
it expires in 2023.

Isenstadt added that the South 
Brooklyn Marine Terminal would 
not work as a new home for the 
maritime business because it is 
not equipped to receive the mas-
sive containers the Red Hook port 
currently accepts, as its piers lack 
cranes, and the waterfront there is 
not deep enough to accommodate 
certain vessels.

The deal that will likely keep 
the Red Hook Container Termi-
nal in its longtime home for the 
next decade is good news for its 
nearly 700 employees, and the doz-
ens of businesses who rely on it 
each day, Nadler said.

“Needless to say, Red Hook’s 
container port is critical to Brook-
lyn’s economy and to our region’s 
overall shipping capacity,” he said. 
“It must be preserved.”

But the length of the local ship-
per’s lease pales in comparison to 
others. In faraway New Jersey, an-
other company’s lease on an Au-
thority-owned port in Newark 
doesn’t expire until 2050.

set Park’s South Brooklyn Marine 
Terminal,  in order to free up the 
Red Hook waterfront for devel-
opment .

Cuomo’s request renewed wor-
ries that sprang forth roughly a year 
ago, after  the Authority’s chief pub-
licly revisited a long-talked-about 
plan to sell the piers  to generate 
income that reps for the agency 
claimed it desperately needed.

Locals and pols voiced grave 

concerns at the possibilities of 
moving and closing the Red Hook 
Container Terminal, however, with 
Democratic Red Hook Rep. Jerr-
old Nadler telling this newspaper 
that the facility — which annually 
unloads about 60,000 containers 
filled with cargo that includes pro-
duce, cars, and beer — is a “key 
element in ensuring that our port 
district overall retains its position 
of dominance on the eastern sea-

Bigwigs at the Red Hook Container Terminal recently re-
newed their lease on the facility’s Port Authority of New York 
and New Jersey piers, assuaging fears they’d be booted from 
the spot to make way for development of the waterfront.
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Too much candy?
Dentophobes, avert your eyes! A Boerum Hiller took Halloween decorating to the ex-
treme with this gruesome dental diorama on Bergen Street between Bond and Nevins 
streets, which incorporates real tools from dentists’ offices (and real pumpkins). 
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292 ASHLAND PLACE, BROOKLYN • INSIDE WHOLE FOODS 365

NEXTLEVELBURGER.COM

100% plant-based 
BURGERS, FRIES, SHAKES AND MORE!!

Fall  mor e 
in love! 

PEANUT CARAMEL APPLE SHAKES—IN STORES NOW! 
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Bond 
Collateral 
Assistance Fund
Is your construction business bidding/planning to bid on 

a project with a City agency or City-funded entity?

You may be eligible to receive up to $500,000 in collateral 

funds to help you secure a surety bond.

CALL 311 OR VISIT  nyc.gov/bondfund

Saturday, October 27, 2018 | 12–4 PM | MS 126, 424 Leonard Street, Brooklyn
Schoolfest is a one-of-a-kind school fair for North Brooklyn families, with public schools, 

private schools & enrichment providers— daycare through high school!
Visit www.townsquareinc.com for FREE parent/student tickets

PUBLIC ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOLS 
P.S. 17  Henry D. Woodworth | P.S. 
23  Carter C. Woodson | P.S. 34 Oliver 
H. Perry | P.S./I.S. 84 José De Diego 
School |  P.S. 120 The Magnet School 
of Architect., Engineering & Design |  
P.S. 123 The Suydam Magnet School 
for STEAM | P.S. 147 Isaac Remsen 
School | P.S. 196 Ten Eyck School | P.S. 
250 George H. Lindsay | Beginning 
with Children Charter School 2 | 
Community Partnership Charter 
School 

PUBLIC MIDDLE 
SCHOOLS 
P.S./I.S. 84 José De Diego School |  
M.S 126 John Ericsson Middle School 
| I.S. 318 Eugenio Maria de Hostos 
| M.S. 582 The Magnet School for 
Multimedia Technology | The Young 
Women’s Leadership School of 
Brooklyn   

PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOLS
Brooklyn Prep HS | East W’burg 
Scholars Academy | Northside Charter 
HS | Progress High School | The 
Young Women’s Leadership School of 
Brooklyn | W’burg Charter HS 

DAY CARE CENTERS  
Bushwick Improvement Society, 
Inc./Stagg Street Center |  JCC North 
Williamsburg Y Preschool | Small 
World Early Childhood Center | 
Williamsburg Northside School  

PRIVATE SCHOOLS
Alt School | Brooklyn Independent 
| Ecole Int’l de NY | Garden School | 
Poly Prep Country Day School | Queen 
of the Rosary Catholic Academy |  St. 
Francis de Sales School for the Deaf 
in Brooklyn | St. Stanislaus Kostka 
Catholic Academy | The Brooklyn 
Amity School | The Co-op School | 
Williamsburg Northside Schools 

This activity is not sponsored or endorsed by the New York City Department of Education or the City of New York

FREE WORKSHOPS by JOYCE SZUFLITA, NYC School Help
12:30 PM ~ Public School Basics: PreK & K  

1:30 PM ~ Public MS & HS Admissions  
2:30 PM ~ Early Childhood Options

OTHER: Allergic to Salad | Boy Scouts of America | Brooklyn DA’s Office | Brooklyn Family | CityMD | FasTracKids | Girl 
Scouts of America | Greenpoint Orthodontics | Hosh Kids | Lindamood-Bell Learning | Long Island Univ SNPha | Luna 
Park | Naked Juice | NAG | DOE Adult & Continuing Education | NY School Help | NYC DEP | NYC DYCD | School of Rock 
Williamsburg | St Nicks Alliance | WellCare Health Plans | Wildlife Conservation Society | Williamsburg Music Studio 

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

It’s about to go down.
The city will break ground 

on its long-delayed scheme to 
build a new Downtown park 
and vending-machine-style 
parking facility beneath the 
green space in January, ac-
cording to officials.

Economic Development 
Corporation bigwigs — who 
are overseeing the creation of 
Willoughby Square Park and 
the garage below it, both of 
which  the city promised to build  
when it controversially upzoned 
much of the area in 2004 — 
said they plan to  quickly ad-
vance the project  after the lo-
cal community board on Oct. 
17 issued its second and final 
approval for a special permit 
first authorized 14 years ago, 
which officials need to con-
struct the larger-than-as-of-
right four-wheeler storage.

“I want to reiterate how ex-
cited the city is to make this real, 
we understand it’s been long-
awaited for since 2004,” Brooke 
Wieczorek, who works for the 
economic agency, told Commu-
nity Board 2’s Land Use Com-
mittee after its members ulti-
mately voted to approve the 
special permit eight to two, 
with one abstention.

The forward march came 
months after reports alleged 
that officials worried the de-
veloper they tapped in 2013 
to build the high-tech garage 
wouldn’t come through with 
the cash needed to create it 
— claims the city rebuked by 
vaguely assuring the scheme 
was “moving in the right di-
rection” after those reports cir-

Work on long-awaited D’town space to begin in Jan.

Park gets a start date

The city will break ground on its beleaguered Willoughby Square park project 
in January, according to officials in charge of the scheme.
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The head honcho of the 

parking facility’s chosen 
builder, American Develop-
ment Group, however, more 
bullishly rebuked the doubts 
about his finances, telling this 
newspaper in July that every-
thing was sound on his end, 
and that he was just waiting 
for officials to sign-off on a 
slightly smaller garage than 
initially proposed.

The scaled-back facility 
shrunk from three to two lev-
els, reducing its parking spaces 
from 694 to 467, and dropping 
its cost from roughly $97 mil-
lion to $82 million, $6 million 
of which is money for the park 
itself from the city and other pri-
vate builders, developer Perry 
Finkelman said at the time.

When finished, the garage 

will park cars using a system 
equipped with light sensors, 
machines, and other technol-
ogy that automatically moves 
vehicles from an entry room, 
where drivers drop them off, to 
one of its below-ground park-
ing bays, according to  reports . 
Customers will swipe credit 
cards at kiosks within the facil-
ity to identify a ride as their own 
when stowing it, and use that 
same card to retrieve their four-
wheelers from the garage.

Following the board’s ap-
proval of the special permit, of-
ficials plan to formally close the 
deal with Finkelman later this 
year, so they can begin work in 
the first month of 2019, with the 
goal of finishing both the ga-
rage and the green space above 
it — which will be bounded by 
Fulton Mall, Willoughby, Duf-

field, and Gold streets — by 
the summer of 2021, accord-
ing to Wieczorek.

But some civic gurus ques-
tioned that timeline, espe-
cially because workers only 
this year finished bulldozing 
buildings the city  controver-
sially kicked residents out of  
— some of whom were booted 
from rent-stabilized units — in 
2009 to make way for the park, 
which business-boosting group 
Downtown Brooklyn Partner-
ship will be charged with main-
taining once it’s complete.

Officials assured the panel 
the project would proceed at a 
steady clip — but stopped short 
of any guarantees.

“We have a project that we 
really believe we could do by 
2021,” said economic-agency 
employee Ricky Da Costa.

Brooklyn Paper

We’re looking for a few 
good men!

Schneps Community News 
Group’s parent company Sch-
neps Communications is issuing 
a call for nominations for our 
eighth-annual Kings of Kings 
awards, recognizing Brooklyn’s 

top businessmen and leaders for 
their contributions to the local 
community.

This year’s borough mon-
archs will be feted in regal style 
on Nov. 14 from 6 to 9 pm be-
fore an expected 500 guests at 
Mill Basin’s El Caribe Country 
Club, where Man of the Year 

honors will be bestowed on Erik 
Coleman, a former New York 
Jets safety and current sports 
analyst for CBS.

Coleman will be the latest to 
join a growing list of luminaries 
who have been honored at the 
event, including former Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg, journal-

ist Geraldo Rivera, and former 
New York Giants defensive line-
man Leonard Marshall.

To nominate someone, 
or to attend, call Lori Pe-
done at (347) 225–3657, or  
e-mail her at Lpedone@sch-
nepscommunications.com.

— James Harney

Crown the new Kings of Kings!



4  AWP  October 26–November 1, 2018Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-2500

IT’S MORE 
THAN A 
ROOFTOP

It’s how the Brooklyn Navy Yard helped 
us become one of North America’s  
top ten solar producers. Learn more at  
coned.com/solar 

1

Grow your funds 
with peace of mind.

Downtown NY, 225 Broadway, (212) 372-3088
Park Avenue South, 443 Park Avenue South, (212) 532-8882

Rockefeller Center, 1230 Avenue of the Americas, (212) 259-3626
6th Avenue, 442 6th Avenue, (212) 253-8888

Annual Percentage Yield e�ective as of publication date. Limited-time o�er subject to change 
without notice. $10,000 minimum balance. Penalty for early withdrawal. Fees may reduce 
earnings. Consumer accounts only. O�er cannot be combined with other promotions. 
Member FDIC.   

Now, earn guaranteed interest in just 10 months 
with a 2.25% APY1 CD from First Republic Bank.

2.25 %   APY1

10-Month CD Special

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

A bruiser socked a teen in 
the face and stole clothes he 
was selling on Court Street 
on Oct. 18, police said.

The 15-year-old victim was 
selling a shirt and hat near Jo-
ralemon Street around 8:30 
am when the goon pretended 
to buy the items, but instead 
punched the teen in the face 
several times and ran off with 
the threads, cops said.

The victim caught up with 

Brute punches teen and steals his clothes
the good-for-nothing at Bor-
ough Hall station, but the brute 
punched him again, according 
to the police report. 

Four against one 
Four toughs stole a teen’s 

phone and backpack on Wil-
loughby Street on Oct. 19, 
cops said. 

The 16-year-old victim 
said he was walking on the 
sidewalk near Lawrence 
Street around 1:30 pm when 
the goons came up to him, 
grabbed his phone from his 
pocket, and ripped his back-
pack — stuffed with his school 
books, house keys, Metro-
Card, and identification card 
— off his back. 

The baddies told him to 
cooperate or things would 
get worse, according to au-
thorities.

Bye-bye bicycle 
A jerk rode off with a guy’s 

bike he left on Hicks Street 
on Oct. 21, police said. 

The victim told cops he 
parked his 7 Arrow two-
wheeler near Orange Street 
around 7:20 pm, and when he 
went to get it 10 minutes later, 
the bicycle was gone.

Rough return 
Some purloiner broke into 

a woman’s Montague Street 
apartment on Oct. 17 and 
stole her jewelry, authori-
ties said. 

The victim told cops she 
left her apartment near Hicks 
Street and locked the doors 
around 8:45 am to head to 
work, and when she got back 
later that day around 9:30 pm, 
she noticed the lock and door 
were damaged, and that some 
home invader swiped her gold 
jewelry and pendant with the 
initials “H.A.T.”

Gym rat
A punk stole a woman’s 

wallet from inside a locker 
at an Atlantic Avenue gym 
on Oct. 19, police said. 

The victim told officers 
she put her wallet, contain-
ing her credit cards and driv-
er’s license, in an unlocked 
compartment inside the fit-
ness center near Boerum Place 
around 4:30 pm.

But when she finished 
working out and went to 
gather her belongings, she 

noticed  her wallet was gone, 
authorities said. 

The crook then swiped her 
cards at several stores for a 
total of $633, according to a 
report.

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Looted
A pair of mask-wearing 

crooks stole a wad of cash 
from a Myrtle Avenue liquor 
store on Oct. 19, after threat-
ening an employee with a gun, 
police said. 

The two nogoodniks wear-
ing ski masks entered the store 
near Classon Avenue around 7 
pm, when one of them pointed 
a handgun at the victim and 
demanded money, according 
to authorities. 

The worker handed them 
$475 and the badides fled the 
store, cops said.

Grab and go 
Two punks stole a teen’s 

handbags on Monument Walk 
on Oct. 18, authorities said.

The 19-year-old victim 
was selling one black and one 
pink duffle bag when the jerks 
grabbed them and fled in a 
black Chevy sport-utility ve-
hicle on Portland Avenue, ac-
cording to police. 

Paramedics took the teen-
ager to Brooklyn Hospital for 
pain in his ribs and toe, cops 
said.  

Illegal squatter 
Cops cuffed a guy on 

Oct. 18 for refusing to leave 
a Washington Avenue apart-
ment and stealing drug par-
aphernalia.

The suspect remained un-
lawfully inside his super’s 
unit in the building near Wil-
loughby Avenue, and stole 
some of his paraphernalia 
and drugs, police said.

Late-night snack
Some knave swiped cash 

from a DeKalb Avenue restau-
rant on Oct. 19, police said.

An employee arrived for a 

shift at the eatery near Clin-
ton Avenue around 5 am to 
find its door unlocked after 
some good-for-nothing forced 
their way inside and ripped 
out the cash register, along 
with  the $200 inside it, ac-
cording to a report.

Car raider 
A crook stole a hefty sum of 

cash from a guy’s car parked 
inside a Myrtle Avenue ga-
rage sometime overnight on 
Oct. 14, authorities said. 

The victim told officers 
he left $4,000 locked up in 
the glove compartment of his 
four-wheeler parked inside the 
parking lot near Ashland Place 
at 10:30 pm, and when he re-
turned to his car the next day 
around 5 pm, the wad of bills 
was gone.

— Julianne Cuba

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Engine diving
Somebody stole compo-

nents from the engine of a 
woman’s car on Fifth Ave-
nue on Oct. 11.

The victim told police 
she parked her car near Bal-
tic Street at 7:30 pm, and, 
upon returning two days 
later, found that the engine 
sounded funky.

The woman took the car 
to the shop, where mechan-
ics said her motor was short 
one converter arch and an ox-
ygen sensor, cops said.

Cops closed the case with-
out making any arrests, ac-
cording to officials.

Watch gone
A thief looted a package 

containing a smartwatch left 
on the stoop of a woman’s 10th 
Street home on Oct. 8.

The victim told authorities 
she returned to her home be-
tween Sixth and Seventh av-
enues at 2 pm expecting to 
find her pricey Garmin wrist 
wear, only to find the pack-
aging it came in ripped open 

and stuffed in a nearby gar-
bage can, and the high-tech 
watch stolen.

Police closed the case with-
out making any arrests, ac-
cording to cops.

Pedaled away
A thief rode off with a 

woman’s bike she parked on 
Third Street on Oct. 10.

The victim told police she 
locked her bike up in front of 
a grocery store between Third 
Avenue and Bond Street at 7 
am, and returned nearly 10 
hours later to find her ped-
al-powered Fuji stolen.

Authorities closed the case 
without making any arrests, 
according to officers.

Shopping spree
Cops busted a man for al-

legedly stealing t-shirts and 
sweatpants from a Flatbush 
Avenue clothing store on 
Oct. 13.

A worker told police the 
suspect grabbed 27 shirts 
and one pair of pants from 
the store near Atlantic Avenue 
at 5:50 pm, before attempting 
to slink past the register with 
his ill-gotten attire.

Officers arrested the sus-
pect that day, and allegedly 
found a crack pipe on him 
following a search, author-

ities reported.
— Colin Mixson

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Out of hand
A would-be thief tried to 

steal a woman’s keys on Mill 
Street on Oct. 21.

The victim told police that 
the ne’er-do-well snatched the 
keys from her between Hicks 
and Henry streets at noon.

But a friend of the victim 
later saw the culprit and was 
able to recover the keys, ac-
cording to cops.

Marijuana bust
Police arrested a man for 

carrying two imitation guns, 
drugs, and drug parapher-
nalia on Lorraine Street on 
Oct. 19.

Cops found the suspect in 
possession of a black air pistol 
and a black imitation revolver, 
as well as marijuana, a glass 
pipe, and three digital scales 
with pot residue on them, near 
Otsego Street at 6:30 am, ac-
cording to a report.

Officers charged him 
with criminal possession of 
a weapon and criminal use 
of drugs. — Kevin Duggan

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter
By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

A Brooklynite and two 
other men face up to 15 
years in prison for allegedly 
smuggling more than a mil-
lion out-of-state cigarettes 
into the borough as part 
of a criminal scheme that 
swindled the city and state 
out of roughly $426,000 in 
tobacco taxes, according to 
charges filed by New York 
State’s top prosecutor.

Attorney General Bar-
bara Underwood on Oct. 
19 announced she indicted 
the three men following a 
months-long investigation 
by federal, state, and local 
law-enforcement agencies 
dubbed “Operation Side-
step,” which found that the 

suspects snuck more than 
6,200 cartons of cigarettes 
from Virginia, where the 
tax per package is 30 cents, 
into Brooklyn, where city 
and state taxes combined 
total $5.75 per pack — the 
highest in the nation.

“As we allege, the de-
fendants ran a trafficking 
ring that funneled more 
than 1.25-million untaxed 
cigarettes into New York 
— while cheating New 
Yorkers out of hundreds 
of thousands of dollars in 
taxes,” Underwood said. 

The defendants were ar-
raigned in Kings County 
Supreme Court on Oct. 19 
and 11, and are expected 
to return to court in De-
cember.

CIGARETTES BUST
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Sunday, October 28th, 2018
176 Java Street, Brooklyn

TOWN SQUARE’S 15TH ANNUAL

Greenpoint Children’s 
Halloween Parade, 

Spooktacular Party & 
Zombie Nerf War

Costumed Parade kicks off at 12 Noon
Spooktacular Party, 1–3pm 

Zombie Nerf War, 4–6pm

$15 Party or Nerf War, $25 Combo, $5 Parent online 
($20 Party or Nerf War, $30 Combo, $10 Parent at the door) 

Party admission includes live music by Songs for Seeds, crafts,  
gaga ball, mummy wrap & other games, a Halloween movie,  

bouncy house for toddlers, and more.  
 Zombie Nerf War admission includes nerf gear & goggles for youth. 

Kids must be accompanied by a responsible adult. 
Proceeds will help local Boy Scouts Troop 26 & Pack 7. 

For more info & tickets: www.townsquareinc.com  |  Huge thanks to PSC! 

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

It’s about Bam time!
Workers finally kicked off 

the makeover of a long-shut-
tered Fort Greene park near the 
Brooklyn Academy of Music 
on Oct. 18, and visitors will 
officially be allowed in —  un-
like those who illegally snuck 
into the green space this June 
when director Spike Lee left 
it unlocked and accessible af-
ter filming there  — as soon 
as next summer, according to 
the head of the group oversee-
ing the job.

“This project will deliver 
much-needed green space for 
residents, workers, and vis-
itors in Downtown Brook-
lyn,” said Regina Myer, the 
leader of quasi-governmen-
tal business-boosting organi-
zation the Downtown Brook-
lyn Partnership.

The city locked the gates 

to the triangular Bam Park 
bounded by Lafayette Avenue 
and Fulton and St. Felix streets 
more than 13 years ago due to 
unstable ground, which envi-
ronmentalists later found  filled 
with soil  containing dangerous 
amounts of arsenic, mercury, 
lead, and pesticides left behind 
from tenement buildings that 
once stood on the site, accord-
ing to a 2012 study.

In 2014, however, Mayor 
DeBlasio  promised to scrub 
the soil and reopen the park  
—  which sits opposite the rede-
signed Fowler Square plaza at 
the bow-tie intersection of Ful-
ton Street and Lafayette Ave-
nue  — and officials, with part-
nership bigwigs, later tapped 
landscape architects at Quen-
nell Rothschild and Partners  to 
transform the green space .

And recent tests showed the 
toxins in Bam Park’s dirt are 
isolated in just a few areas at 

Work underway to cleanse 
toxic Fort Greene park

Workers recently broke ground on renovations to 
Bam Park, which officials say will reopen in 2019.
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Scrub down!

levels that can be remediated, 
according to a rep for the part-
nership, who said an environ-
mental-engineering firm is now 
moving forward with a plan to 
cleanse the land that the city 
signed off on last year.

Following the remediation, 
workers from architectural-en-
gineering company McKissack 
and McKissack will excavate 
the site and install new utilities 
there as soon as next spring, be-
fore Quennell Rothschild de-
signers get to work putting new 
pathways, seating, and plants 
in the green space.

Bam Park’s transformation 

also calls for ripping out the iron 
fence around the lawn to make it 
more welcoming, replacing the 
sidewalks surrounding it, chop-
ping down five trees outside it at 
the corner of Fulton Street and 
Lafayette Avenue, and razing 
the gazebo inside the meadow, 
which officials claim is struc-
turally unsound, the partner-
ship rep said.

The $3.2-million job is 
funded with cash from both 
the city and state, and the 
meadow will be maintained 
by the Department of Parks 
and Recreation once renova-
tions are complete.

ON THE RADIO:

Gounardes gets progressive
By Julianne McShane
Brooklyn Paper

Voters must oust eight-
term incumbent state Sen. 
Marty Golden (R–Bay Ridge) 
on Nov. 6 because his poli-
cies do not reflect the values 
of his constituents, according 
to Golden’s Democratic chal-
lenger, Andrew Gounardes, 
 who made his inaugural ap-
pearance on Brooklyn Paper 
Radio on Oct. 19 . 

The state Senate hopeful 
outlined his more progressive 
policy ideas, which he prom-
ised would be more beneficial 
to the district than the policies 
Golden has backed.

“I disagree with a lot of his 
policy positions — I think they 
are bad for Southern Brook-
lyn,” Gounardes said. “What 
we need are people who go up 
to Albany and actually have 
a legislative record that’s go-

ing to help their communities, 
and I do take strong issue with 
a lot of the things that Marty 
Golden has done with his leg-
islative record.”

Gounardes is facing off 
against Golden to represent 
the 22nd District, which 
covers Bay Ridge, Dyker 
Heights, Bensonhurst, Marine 
Park, Gerritsen Beach, Gra-
vesend, and parts of Sheep-

shead Bay, Borough Park, and 
Midwood. 

But the born-and-bred 
Ridgite claimed that  the ger-
rymandered district was spe-
cifically drawn for Golden in 
2002 to help him win his race 
against then-state Sen. Vin-
cent Gentile . Gounardes sup-
ports the  amendment passed in 
2014 establishing an indepen-
dent redistricting commission  
to redraw the districts every 
10 years, beginning in 2020, 
rather than state legislators. 

“I think people should be 
choosing their own elected of-
ficials — politicians should 
not be choosing their own vot-
ers,” Gounardes said. 

If elected, Gounardes could 
flip the balance of power in the 
upper chamber, since the Re-
publicans currently only hold 
a one-vote majority. The can-
didate said the first policy he 
would try to rally his fellow 

Democrats around would be 
public financing of elections, 
to limit the influence of special 
interests and corporations in 
state elections, which he be-
lieves would make it easier for 
politicians and the constitu-
ents they represent to focus on 
the issues that matter. 

A sharp point of difference 
between Gounardes and the in-
cumbent is his support of the 
 Child Victims Act to extend 
the statute of limitations for 
victims of child-sex crimes , 
which Golden has helped block 
for more than a decade. 

Gounardes also opposes the 
Republican-backed alterna-
tive — a publicly funded Child 
Victims Fund to compensate 
victims.

Golden had accepted an in-
vitation for an interview, but 
abruptly cancelled without ex-
planation, and declined to re-
schedule.

State Senate candidate 
Andrew Gounardes. 
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The most advanced care in Brooklyn.

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

������
(718) 354-3834

*Mention code OIL3 when 
you place your order 

and receive 
¢ off
/ gallon3

Refer a new customer to 
us and take an additional 

on your next order 
3¢ off

/ gallon

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

A Democratic Ditmas Park 
lawmaker is pushing legisla-
tion that would criminalize non-
emergency calls to 911, arguing 
that gentrifiers are weaponiz-
ing the hotline against their 
neighbors after a white woman 
falsely reported a 9-year-old 
black boy for sexual assault 
this month.

“There are people across the 
country, and even right here in 
the people’s republic of Brook-
lyn, who are trying to weap-
onize the 911 system,” said state 
Sen. Kevin Parker, off-hand-

edly referring to Kings County 
as a communist state while ad-
vocating a law that would give 
government more control over 
citizens on Oct. 18. “Currently, 
New York does not have any-
thing on the books that would 
make that behavior illegal.”

Parker introduced his 
911-misuse bill in August, in 
response to a number of white 
callers nationwide,  including 
Park Slope’s “Doorway Deb-
bie,”  who reported black peo-
ple for benign behavior over 
the summer.

And now he is demanding 
Gov. Cuomo convene a special 

session of the state Senate to 
pass the legislation that he said 
is even more necessary follow-
ing the latest incident, which 
spread like wildfire on the 
Internet after a local shared a 
video of the  woman calling 911 
on the child for allegedly “grab-
bing her a--” inside an Alber-
marle Road bodega  — a claim 
she later apologized for upon 
reviewing the store’s security 
footage, which clearly showed 
the boy’s backpack, not hands, 
brushed her backside.

Under Parker’s proposed 
law, any person found to have 
knowingly dialed the hotline to 

Politician: Criminalize bogus 911 calls

State Sen. Kevin Parker is demanding the governor 
convene a special session in Albany to tackle the 
misuse of 911, after a white woman called police on 
a 9-year-old boy.
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report a non-emergency would 
be slapped with a $900 fine or 
get three months in prison, ac-
cording to the pol. In the most-
recent case, for instance, prose-
cutors would need to prove the 
woman — whom Internet us-
ers dubbed “Cornerstore Car-
oline” as video of her call went 
viral — intentionally reported 
the boy knowing he didn’t ac-
tually assault her, he said.

“It’s up to prosecutors to 
make the case,” Parker said.

Days after the Ditmas Park 
incident, District Attorney 
Eric Gonzalez said on Twit-
ter that his office would inves-

tigate the woman’s behavior, 
but his spokesman Oren Ya-
niv declined to comment on 
what charges the top prosecu-
tor is pursuing.

Parker’s proposed bill isn’t 
the only legislation of its kind 
in the country — if it passes 
without changes, the pol’s bill 
would be functionally identical 
to a law in the city of Edmunds, 
Wash., where willful, first-time 
abuse of the 911 hotline is pun-
ishable by a $1,000 fine, or three 
months in jail.

And in addition to introduc-
ing his own bill, Parker also 
signed on to similar legislation 

state Sen. Jesse Hamilton (D–
Crown Heights)  introduced ear-
lier this year , after he claimed 
that a woman called 911 on him 
for “campaigning while black” 
during his failed bid to reclaim 
his party’s line in September’s 
primary election.

Hamilton’s bill, however, 
doesn’t deal with 911 mis-
uses specifically, but instead 
would increase penalties on in-
dividuals who intentionally re-
port false crimes against peo-
ple based on their race, religion, 
nationality, sexual orientation, 
gender, or any of New York 
State’s 22 protected classes.

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

This B.I.G. honor is finally 
coming to fruition.

A Clinton Hill street will 
likely soon bear the name of 
the late local hip-hop legend, 
Christopher “Biggie Smalls” 
Wallace, after members of the 
neighborhood’s community 
board on Oct. 18 approved 
a pitch to co-name the block 
where the rapper grew up af-
ter him.

Community Board 2’s 
Transportation and Public 
Safety Committee’s vote to 

green-light the honor  proposed 
by a borough artist  came nearly 
five years after the man first 
brought the idea to the panel, 
which met it with shameful op-
position back then, he said.

“It was an embarrassing re-
action. It was sad for Brook-
lyn, and the community board,” 
said LeRoy McCarthy.

But despite earning the com-
mittee’s near-unanimous ap-
proval, and the support of Clin-
ton Hill Councilwoman Laurie 
Cumbo, McCarthy’s proposal 
to co-name St. James Place be-
tween Gates Avenue and Ful-

ton Street as “Christopher Wal-
lace Way” wasn’t embraced by 
all in attendance.

Fort Greener Lucy Koteen 
— who the last time around 
notoriously argued the rap-
per also known as Notorious 
B.I.G.  was too fat to be honored , 
among other things — again 
begged committee members to 
vote “nay,” citing some of the 
rhyme spitter’s more salacious 
lyrics, printouts of which she 
distributed at the meeting.

“How many of you read 
his lyrics?” said Koteen, who 
called the rapper a gun-toter, 

drug seller, and misogynist as 
she whipped out her evidence. 
“I invite any of you to read these 
out loud, and read them to your 
children. I can’t even say what 
his words are.”

But the words spoken by 
Wallace — whom Cumbo ar-
gued still influences both local 
and popular culture in a state-
ment supporting the co-naming 
— are no more inflammatory 
than those uttered by the 45th 
president of the United States 
on a daily basis, according to 
a board member who once 
chaired the panel.

“We have a president whose 
lyrics you can’t read out loud,” 
said John Dew.

Last year, the board’s  Parks  
and  Executive Committees  
unanimously voted to name 
basketball courts inside Clin-
ton Hill’s Crispus Attucks 
Playground for Wallace — 
despite more objections from 
Koteen.

The panel’s full board will 
next vote on the co-naming, 
which then heads to Council, 
where it will almost certainly 
pass given Cumbo’s already 
pledged support.

A ‘Biggie’ honor in Clinton Hill

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

Now they can get to the 
root of it.

The Department of Parks 
and Recreation must hand over 
an unredacted report related to 
the controversial makeover of 
a corner of Fort Greene Park 
to a group of locals, a judge 
ruled on Oct. 17.

And the members of neigh-
borhood group Friends of Fort 

Greene Park,  which in April 
took the city to court to get 
their hands on the report  af-
ter receiving a heavily edited 
version of it, can’t wait to read 
the documents in full, accord-
ing to their attorney.

“We will be very inter-
ested to read it,” said Mi-
chael Gruen, who on the 
group’s behalf filed an Ar-
ticle 78 motion to challenge 
the city’s decision to proceed 

Little guys win
Judge: City must give full 
report on park’s redesign

Department’s report on Fort 
Greene Park’s history and cur-
rent condition earlier this year 
via a Freedom of Information 
Law request, after filing a sep-
arate foil request for another 
city study on the lawn’s trees, 
and uncovering that  Parks of-
ficials fibbed about the health 
of dozens of the green things  
in an attempt to advance a 
$10.5-million plan to remake 
a corner of the meadow near 
Myrtle Avenue and Saint Ed-
wards Street.

And when the report on the 
park’s history and condition 
arrived with roughly one-third 
of its 150 pages blacked out, 
the residents wondered what 
else the city might be with-
holding in order to move for-
ward with the makeover — 

which is set to begin next year 
after the  Landmarks Preser-
vation Commission  and  Com-
munity Board 2  approved it 
last fall despite significant 
pushback from some com-
munity members.

Following Manhattan Su-
preme Court Justice Arlene 
Bluth’s ruling, the Parks De-
partment now has 30 days to 
turn over the full report, which 
the friends of Fort Greene 
Park hope will shed further 
light on why the city redacted 
parts of it, and why officials 
want to chop down perfectly 
fine trees, according to Gruen, 
whose clients previously said 
they may use the newfound 
information to try to stop the 
agency from axing some of 
the green things.

The contentious trees in 
Fort Greene Park.

Fi
le

 p
ho

to
 b

y 
Le

ah
 L

u

with the redesign.
The locals requested the 

redacted version of the Parks 
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Grin & bear it
Bear with them!
A superhero team of humans-turned-bears 

will save the world in “Bear Squad,” a televi-
sion show that only exists as a bunch of bunch 
of drawings and a script, to be read aloud by a 
group of comedians at Friends & Lovers in Crown 
Heights on Nov. 3. The show satirizes ’90s era 
superhero cartoons, adding the grizzly twist that 
the heroes tear deserving criminals apart with 
their bear hands, said its creator.

“It’s like a light-hearted goofy superhero show 
where bears start mauling criminals,” said Cobble 
Hill comedian Jeremy Kaplowitz, who also cre-
ated the  “Lizard People of New York” Facebook 
page . “It’s very violent, sort of like a combo of 
the newer Batman combined with the fun silly 
Batman movies, trying to combine those two 
facets of superheroes.”

The roughly 90-minute show features three 
bears and their leader, living in a make-believe 
Great White North where superheroes transform 
into large furry mammals hungry for criminal 
nogoodniks, said Kaplowitz.

“The script is about a team of superheroes 
who have the ability to turn into bears and maul 
criminals,” he said. “It takes place in a whimsi-
cal version of Canada that doesn’t really exist. 
It’s a whole bunch of animals, it’s like a silly 
sort of cross between talking animals and su-
perheroes.”

The cast fur the reading will feature a dozen 
comedians, including veterans from Upright Cit-
izens Brigade, Funny or Die, and MTV. While 
they read on the stage of the Crown Heights 
venue, Kaplowitz will project about 50 of his 
creative illustrations behind them, in order to 
take people on a visual journey as the team bears 
the burden of fighting villains, he said.

Kaplowitz based his script on a song, also 
called “Bear Squad,” that he and his friends wrote 
in college. He turned the lyrics into a satirical 
and gory superhero comedy, he said. 

“It was a very simple thing I sort of extrapo-
lated into characters,” said Kaplowitz. “It’s very 
silly, dark, and satirical. I think it’s going to be 
really fun.”

“Bear Squad” at Friends and Lovers (641 
Classon Ave. between Pacific and Dean streets 
in Crown Heights, www.fnlbk.com). Nov. 3 at 8 
pm. Free.  — Julianne Cuba

C O M E DY

By Kevin Duggan
Brooklyn Paper

T
his trombonist has made some horny 
music!

Bedford-Stuyvesant musician 
Smoota will unveil his saucy sophomore 
album “Pheromones” at a launch party at 
Union Pool on Nov. 2. The trombonist, 
singer, and producer, whose civilian name 
is Dave Smith, has already teased his fans 
with two singles from the raunchy record, 
including “Ballbuster,” a romantic ballad 
in the vein of 1970s soul — think Marvin 
Gaye’s “Let’s Get it On” with dashes of 
discipline and bondage. Smoota, who has 
fleshed out a libertine persona since his 
2013 album “Fetishes,” says that he wants 
to update vintage grooves with the wide 

spectrum of 21st century sexuality.
“My heart lies with the 1970s soul mu-

sic. I’m not trying to imitate that, but that’s 
where my heart is, the very sensual and 
lush sounds,” said Smoota. “But a lot of 
that old 1970s soul presents relationships 
in a very simple way, and I feel like we’ve 
come a long way where storytelling can 
be a bit more unconventional.” 

That unconventional nature is on dis-
play in the “Ballbuster” music video, which 

stars Smoota and his friend Kills To Kisses 
— who was eight months pregnant at the 
time of filming — as a sadomasochistic 
couple. It features Smoota frying eggs 
for breakfast, being whipped, and having 
melted candle wax poured on this chest 
— but in a loving way. Smoota said that 
he wanted to portray a fetish-based re-
lationship in a way rarely seen in main-
stream culture.

“I like to throw the most typical love con-
ventions away, that typical Hollywood rela-
tionship where the man and woman have to 
be a certain way, and in real life that rarely 
is the situation,” Smoota said.

The nine songs on the upcoming album 
will run the gamut of sex and relationships, 
according to Smoota. 

The record will also be a sonic leap in 

quality from his lo-fi debut album, said 
Smoota — with added backup singers, 
violins, and a more clean production to 
the mix.

Smoota will play solo at the release party, 
but he has toured with the indie rock band 
TV on the Radio, also plays with the band 
on the television talent program “The Gong 
Show,” a remake of the 1970s classic show, 
which lets him jam with his friends and 
channel his groovy aesthetic.

“It’s the perfect TV music job because I 
get to be in a band with my good friends, 
and the 1970s throwback definitely suits 
my taste,” he said.

For the launch party, he will be joined 
by three other acts, including William But-
ler, Superhuman Happiness, and Hearing 
Things.

Pioneer pol
He was the Boss.
The grandson of the first black person to hold 

public office in Brooklyn wants to ensure that his 
grandfather’s legacy is not forgotten. The author of 

“Boss of Black Brooklyn: 
The Life and Times of 
Bertram L. Baker,” who 
will read from his book 
at Greenlight Bookstore 
in Prospect Lefferts Gar-
dens on Oct. 30, wants 
to remind people about 
his elder’s importance 
to black Brooklynites 
before it is too late.

“After he died peo-
ple would say, ‘Oh, your grandpa was Bertram 
Baker?’ and if they were in their 80s, they’d say 
‘I knew him,’ ” said Ron Howell, a professor at 
Brooklyn College. “But as the years go by, I heard 
that less and less, and he was sort of forgotten 
and unknown, and I had this feeling within me 
to find out more about him and share it.”

Bertram L. Baker was born on the Caribbean 
island of Nevis in 1898 and came to the States 
in 1915. He founded the United Action Demo-
cratic Association club, and became the first 
black politician to represent Brooklyn in the 
state Assembly in 1948. As an immigrant in the 
rapidly growing city, Baker helped redefine the 
Democratic party during a time when most na-
tive black Americans associated the party with 
slavery, and he created a new political power 
base in the borough.

“When people started looking to Brooklyn 
— and a lot of black people were coming, es-
pecially from the South — that’s really what 
turned Bertram Baker into the powerhouse that 
he was,” said Howell. “He was able to unite the 
Caribbean immigrants from early 1900s with 
black people who were from South, and build 
a political club.”

Caribbean immigrants had no history with 
American political parties, which allowed them 
to gain influence in ways that black Americans 
would never attempt, he said.

“The Democratic Party was just a democratic 
party to them, and they came and what they saw 
was who had the power at the time.”

Baker was a force in attracting both people 
and jobs to the borough, and the book explains 
how he used his power to help black lawyers 
and other aspiring political movers-and-shak-
ers to get their head start.

Howell says the message within the book is 
to appreciate the pioneers who came before, and 
to provide some perspective on how much black 
Brooklyn has changed over the years.

“We should have great respect for our ances-
tors and those who paved the way and made life 
more bearable, and develop a necessary love 
within you to make yourself understand that 
you have to take that and pass it along,” he said. 
“Black Brooklyn is not what was and I guess 
that also stands out — because the setting and 
focus of the book is vanishing before our eyes 
and you have to wonder what it’s going look like 
in 10 to 20 years.”

“Boss of Black Brooklyn” at Greenlight Book-
store [632 Flatbush Ave. between Chester and 
Westbury courts in Prospect Lefferts Gardens, 
(718) 246–0200, www.greenlightbookstore.
com]. Oct. 30 at 7:30 pm. Free.

 — Alexandra Simon

B O O KS

Smoota at Union Pool [484 Union Ave. 
at Meeker Avenue in Williamsburg, 
(718) 609–0484, www.union-pool.com]. 
Nov. 2 at 7 pm, Smoota’s set starts at 
10 pm. $20.

M U S I C

Brass balls
Bed-Stuy trombonist Smoota launches titillating second album

Back with a bang: Smoota will make a tantalizing return with his 1970s-inspired sophomore record “Pheromones,” launching at Union Pool on Nov. 2.

Pa
ig

e 
C

ra
ig

By Kevin Duggan
Brooklyn Paper

C
ome fur the ragtime!

Brooklyn’s own fuzzy nov-
elty jazz band Xylopholks, which 

plays tunes from the Roaring ’20s 
while its members dress in animal 
costumes, will soon play two gigs in 
the borough: at a kid-friendly “Ghouls 
and Gourds” Halloween party on Oct. 
27, and at a swank fund-raiser for the 
Brooklyn Conservatory of Music on 
Nov. 8. The Kensington xylophonist 
behind the band said that he was in-
spired to form the act in 2009, after 
spotting a group of sports mascots 
in Mexico.

“I was thinking, ‘Wouldn’t it be 
great if they were also mariachis or 
something,’ ” said Jon Singer, who per-
forms in a skunk costume and goes 
by the name Skunky.

Singer has a doctorate in ragtime 
music of the early 20th century, but 
wanted something to set himself apart 
when taking the old-timey sounds to 
the streets.

“I didn’t know if I was going to go 

for a tuxedo or a cookie monster,” he 
said. “There was a whole resurgence 
of this music, with Gatsby parties and 
all. I thought it would be interesting 
to go in a different direction.”

Xylopholks started playing its jolly 
music in the subways of Manhattan, 
with Singer dressed as Cookie Monster 
from “Sesame Street.” He was joined by 
Pinky, a pink gorilla, and Dog, a dog. 
The cast has since changed and grown 
into a 10-piece, adding more notables 

from the animal kingdom, including a 
lobster, a cat, and a dalmatian. 

The costumes fit well with the 
lighthearted style of music, and also 
make the band more approachable, 
Singer said.

“I’m very serious about that music, 
so I can’t take myself that seriously,” 
he said. “When we’re playing on the 
subway, you have this one-on-one re-
lationship with the audience, you re-
ally try to brighten their day.”

The animal suits also allow the 
band members to remain relatively 
anonymous, which is rare for street 
musicians trying to make a name for 
themselves, according to Singer.

“I like the anonymity, because so 
much street music in New York is 
hustling to get your name our there 
but with this band, instead of Jon 
Singer, Jon Singer, Jon Singer, I’m 
Skunky,” he said.

The memorable group quickly 
gained local fame, said Singer.

“If you stand on 42nd Street for 20 
hours a week people will start to say 
‘Hey are you that skunk that plays xy-
lophone?’ ” Singer said.

Real party animals
Furry ragtime band Xylopholks tours Brooklyn

Xylopholks at Brooklyn Botanic 
Garden’s “Ghouls and Gourds” 
festival at the Hayloft Stage [990 
Washington Ave., at Classon 
Avenue in Prospect Park, (718) 
623–7200, www.bbg.org]. Oct. 
27 at noon, the band plays from 
12:30–1:30 pm. $20 ($15 students 
and seniors).

And at Brooklyn Conservatory 
of Music’s “House Party” fund-
raiser [58 Seventh Ave. at Lincoln 
Place in Park Slope, (718) 622–
3300, www.bkcm.org]. Nov. 8 at 
6:30-9:30 pm. $250.

M U S I C

Furtastic: The Xylopholks have been playing ragtime tunes while 
wearing animal costumes on the city’s streets and subways for al-
most a decade.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Brooklyn Paper is proud to present 
Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn Paper 
Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and Deputy 
Editor Anthony Rotunno every Tuesday at 1:30 
pm for an hour of talk on topics Brooklynites 
hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and 
call-out segments, can be listened to live or 
played anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our radio 
station every week! 

LISTEN EACH TUESDAY AT 1:30PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, and, 
of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn Paper 
radio is the only webcast where you’ll hear 
Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira Eisen-
berg, Andrew Dice Clay, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and four-time guest Borough 
President Eric Adams.

So tune in each week live Tuesdays at 1:30 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes 
and Stitcher.

ANTHONY ROTUNNOVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

WHERE TO
FRIDAY
Oct. 26

Barge in
R: Do you think death 
could possibly be a 
boat?
G: No,  Death is …
not. … Death is the 
ultimate negative. 
Not-being. You can’t 
not-be on a boat.
R: I’ve frequently not 
been on boats.
G: No, no, no — what 
you’ve been is not on 
boats.

Catch “Rosencrantz 
and Guildenstern Are 
Dead” on a boat!

8 pm at the Waterfront 
Museum Barge [290 
Conover St. near Reed 
Street in Red Hook, www.
waterfrontmuseum.org]. 
$30.

SATURDAY
Oct. 27 

Go-go 
ghouls!
The rain may cancel 
outdoor Halloween 
events on Saturday, 
but the show will go 
on at “Halloween A 
Go-Go,” a Coney 
Island party with 
candy, beastly bur-
lesque babes, a cos-
tume contest, devil-
ish dancers, and 
cheesy monster-
movie clips, intro-
duced by the horrific 
hosts of cable-access 
kiddie show “Ghoul 
A Go-Go” (pictured). 

9 pm at Coney Island USA 
[1208 Surf Ave. at W. 12th 
Street in Coney Island, 
(718) 372–5159, www.
coneyisland.com]. $15.

SUNDAY
Oct. 28

Creature 
camp
Indulge in the world’s 
most ridiculous mon-
ster mash-up: the 
1967 stop motion film 
“Mad Monster 
Party,” with Dr. Fran-
kenstein at a monster 
convention. Get a 
boozy brunch and 
enjoy the over-the-
top acting, which 
includes Boris Karloff 
as Dr. Frankenstein 
and Phyllis Diller as 
the Bride of Franken-
stein’s Monster.

11:30 am at Nitehawk 
Cinema [136 Metropolitan 
Ave. between Wythe 
Avenue and Berry Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 384–
3980, www.nitehawkcine-
ma.com]. $12 ($9 kids).

TUESDAY
Oct. 30

Book-y boys
Beastie Boys Adam 
“Adrock” Horovitz 
and Michael “Mike D” 
Diamond will chill out 
on stage and read 
from the “Beastie 
Boys Book” tonight, 
which covers the 
band’s origin, its rise 
to fame, and the fall-
out from “License to 
Ill.” They will also play 
music from Mix Mas-
ter Mike and answer 
audience questions. 
Each ticket includes a 
copy of the book. 

8 pm at the Kings Theatre 
(1027 Flatbush Ave. 
between Beverly Road 
and Tilden Avenue in 
Flatbush), www.kingsthe-
atre.com. $80.

WEDNESDAY
Oct. 31

Rock out!
The Occasionalists will 
play two sets of 
“Rocky Horror Picture 
Show” live karaoke at 
tonight’s extrava-
ganza, so get ready to 
belt out your sweetest  
version of “Sweet 
Transvestite!” 
Between sets there 
will be a costume con-
test and a raffle, 
which benefits the 
Center for Anti-Vio-
lence Education.

8 pm at Bell House [149 
Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. $15 ($12 in 
advance, $50 VIP).

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, OCT. 26
FILM, “WHAT WE DO IN THE SHAD-

OWS”: A free screening of the 
mockumentary about vampire 
roommates in New Zealand. Free. 6 
pm. McCarren Park Pool Deck (776 
Lorimer St. between Driggs Avenue 
and Bayard Street in Williamsburg), 
www.nycgovparks.org. 

DANCE, “SEX PLAY”: An experimen-
tal dance and theater piece about 
four young queer people navigating 
modern dating. $20 ($16 in advance). 
7 pm. Triskelion Arts [106 Calyer St. 
between Banker Street and Clifford 
Place in Greenpoint, (718) 389–
3473], www.triskelionarts.org. 

COMEDY, “RIVERDALE” LIVE: A night 
of sketches inspired by the steamy 
soap opera featuring Archie, Betty, 
Veronica, and Jughead. $8. 7 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth Av-
enue in Park Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

DANCE, “EVERYWHERE ALL THE 
TIME”: The Sean Curran Company 
celebrates its 20th anniversary with 
a new collaboration with Grammy 
Award-winning Third Coast Percus-
sion and Donnacha Dennehy. $25. 
7:30 pm. BAM Harvey Theater [651 
Fulton St. at Rockwell Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636–4100], www.
bam.org. 

MUSIC, “DRAGUS MAXIMUS”: Aph-
rodite commissions Homer to create 
a new epic love poem in this “hom-
ersexual opera odyssey,” featuring 
opera singers in drag. With themed 
drinks and a costume contest. 
$25–$50 ($250 VIP). 8 pm. Roulette 
[509 Atlantic Ave. at Third Avenue in 
Boerum Hill, (917) 267–0363], www.
heartbeatopera.org. 

THEATER, “THE THINGS THAT WERE 
THERE”: A memory play and a medi-
tation on loss, set at a celebratory 
dinner. Written by and starring David 
Greenspan. $20–$25. 8 pm. Bush-
wick Starr (207 Starr St. between 
Irving and Wykoff avenues in Bush-
wick), www.thebushwickstarr.org. 

TALK, THE LATE STREAM HALLOW-
EEN SHOW: The live talk show has 
a spooky show with comedians, live 
music, and a costume contest. $10 
($7 in advance). 9 pm. Starr Bar (214 
Starr St. between Irving and Wycoff 
Avenues in Bushwick). 

THEATER, “MUSICAL CHAIRS”: A 

play about the challenges facing a 
three-way marriage. $20. 9:30 pm. 
The Brick [575 Metropolitan Ave. 
between Union Avenue and Lorimer 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 907–
6189], www.bricktheater.com. 

NIGHTLIFE, PROM FROM HELL: Music 
from the 1980s-2000s, horror movie 
projections, a photo booth, and 
spiked drink specials. $10. 10:30 pm. 
Littlefi eld (635 Sackett St. between 
Third and Fourth avenues in Gow-
anus), www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

SAT, OCT. 27
FUND-RAISER, WALK TO FIGHT 

SUICIDE: An “Out of the Darkness” 
community walk to raise awareness 
and funds for the American Founda-
tion for Suicide Prevention. Registra-
tion begins at 9 am. Donations ac-
cepted. 10 am–1 pm. Carmine Carro 
Community Center [3000 Fillmore 
Ave., between Madison Place and 
Marine Parkway in Marine Park, (718) 
375–9158], www.afsp.org. 

BROOKLYN CIDER HOUSE HALLOW-
EEN: The restaurant screens black 
and white horror fi lms all day, offers 
free cider to people in costume, and 
hosts a costume contest from 8–10 
pm, and a DJ until midnight. Free. 
11 am–midnight. Brooklyn Cider 
House [1100 Flushing Ave. between 
Irving and Knickerbocker avenues 
in Bushwick, (347) 295–0308], www.
brooklynciderhouse.com. 

MARKET, STRANGE AND UNUSUAL 
MARKET: Coney Island USA hosts 
local artists with creepy creations 
for Halloween enthusiasts. Free. 
Noon–6 pm. Sideshows by the Sea-
shore (1208 Surf Ave. at W 12th St. in 
Coney Island). 

ART, BWAC FALL ARTS SHOW: The 
Brooklyn Waterfront Artists Coali-
tion closes its 40th season with six 
different exhibits, including the “Re-

See 9 DAYS on page 12

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

FRI, OCT. 26
MUSIC, NICK CAVE AND THE BAD 

SEEDS: $19–$99. 7:15 pm.

SAT, OCT. 27
MUSIC, KEITH URBAN: $35–$99. 

7:30 pm.

SUN, OCT. 28
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS V 

GOLDEN STATE WARRIORS: 
$152–$2,250. 5 pm.

WED, OCT. 31
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS V 

DETROIT PISTONS: $20–$818. 
7:30 pm.

THU, NOV. 1
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

V PITTSBURGH PENGUINS: 
$21–$512. 7 pm. 

FRI, NOV. 2 
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS V 

HOUSTON ROCKETS: $73–
$1,999. 7:30 pm.

COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

Fear factor: On All Hallow’s Eve, the Brooklyn Nets will put 
the fear into the Detroit Pistons during their game at Barclays 
Center.
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162 Montague St, 2nd Floor, Brooklyn Heights
(718) 522-5555/58  Fax: (718) 522-7555
www.nanatori.com  OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

FREE
DELIVERY

$10 
MIN

Fine Japanese cuisine, plus full 
sushi bar, for lunch or dinner

Get daily updates on news in your 
neighborhood by signing up for our 

daily e-mail updates at 

BrooklynPaper.com/updates

STAY INFORMED!

For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch, 
call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD) or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account3 which 
provides you with access to over 55,000 ATMs, ATM fee rebates, mobile banking and mobile 
check deposit.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New Maximum Money Market account and new money only. APY effective August 31, 2018. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance to open 
the Maximum Money Market account is $5,000. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. The APY for the Maximum Money Market account is 0.10% for daily account balances between $0 and $4,999, 
0.15% for daily balances between $5,000 and $24,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $25,000 and $74,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $75,000 and $99,999 and 2.00% for daily balances of $100,000 or more. Rates may 
change at any time without notice. You must maintain the stated tier balance for the statement cycle to receive the respective disclosed yield for that tier. 2 New money only. APY effective August 31, 2018. Annual percentage yield 
assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. For new IRA and rollover accounts, 
the minimum deposit balance is $5,000. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. 3 New money required for new checking accounts only. 
A Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. Fees may reduce earnings on 
these accounts. A checking account is not required for IRA accounts.
Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.®

9-Month 
Certificate of Deposit

2.40%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY2

Maximum 
Money Market

2.00%
$100,000 minimum deposit

APY1

By Bill Roundy
Brooklyn Paper

H
alloween is about candy, cos-
tumes, and trick or treating! 
Adults may have hijacked the 

holiday with sexy nurse costumes 
and boozy parties, but there are still 
plenty of tricks and treats available 
for tykes and tots. Families who want 
to take the kids out for All Hallow’s 
Eve in Brooklyn can consult this list 
of family-friendly events happening 
this weekend and on Oct. 31:

Going batty
Prospect Park Zoo celebrates the 

winged mammals favored by vampires 
with a special spooky science project 
about urban bats! This year’s Boo at 
the Zoo, happening on Saturday and 
Sunday from 11 am–4 pm, will also 
feature a haunted barn, a Costumed 
Character Scavenger Hunt, and other 
Halloween games and crafts. 

Boo at the Zoo at Prospect Park 
Zoo [450 Flatbush Ave. at Ocean 
Avenue in Prospect Park, (718) 
399–7339, www.prospectparkzoo.
com]. Oct. 27–28; 11 am–4 pm. $10 
($7 kids).

Into the woods
Who needs a haunted house when 

you can wander a whole haunted for-
est? At the annual Halloween Haunted 
Walk and Fair from Prospect Park 
Alliance, kids can encounter were-
wolves, witches, and other Halloween 
spirits  while traveling through the 
park’s wooded Lookout Hill, which 
ends at a Halloween Fair on the Neth-
ermead with face-painting, games, 
and food trucks. 

Halloween Haunted Walk and Fair 
on Prospect Park Lookout Hill (150 
West Dr., enter at Prospect Park and 
Vanderbilt Street in Windsor Terrace, 
www.prospectpark.org/Halloween). 
Oct. 27; noon–3 pm. Free. 

Walking dead
The Boroughs of the Dead walking 

tour hosts a special kid-friendly edi-
tion of its Brooklyn Heights ramble, 
with more of a focus on ghosts and 
ghouls, and less on the grisly mur-
ders that created them. The 90-min-
ute tour is appropriate for kids aged 
8 and up. 

“Family-friendly Haunted Brook-
lyn Heights” (meet at Court Street 

and Pacific Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, www.boroughsofthedead.
com/brooklyn. Oct. 27 at 4:30 pm. 
$30 ($25 in advance, $15 kids 8–12).

Pumpkins on parade!
Park Slope Parents host an early 

Halloween party, with pizza cooked 
in an outdoor oven, pumpkin painting 
from noon to 1:30 pm, and a mini cos-
tume contest and parade for kids and 
parents, marching around Washing-
ton Park at 3 pm, with awards for best 
family costume, most creative outfit, 
and most ferocious monster!

Old Stone House [336 Third St. 
between Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in Park Slope, (718) 768–3195, www.
theoldstonehouse.org]. Oct. 28; 
noon–3 pm. Free.

Monster march
Kids can show off their outfits early 

at Sunday’s Greenpoint Children’s 
Halloween Parade, which will ter-
rify pedestrians on Manhattan Av-
enue during the noon journey from 

Java Street to Norman Avenue and 
back. The free parade will be followed 
by a Spooktacular Party for younger 
kids (under 10) at 1 pm and a Zombie 
Nerf War at 4 pm for tweens (gog-
gles and blasters provided).

Greenpoint YMCA (176 Java St. 
between Manhattan Avenue and 
McGuinness Boulevard in Green-
point, www.townsquareinc.com). 
Parade free. Party or Nerf War $20 
($15 in advance, $25 for both). Par-
ents $10 ($5 in advance).

Thriller, chiller!
Darkness falls across the land, 

the midnight hour is close at hand! 
But do not worry if you are found, 
’cause you’ve got the soul for getting 
down! Join the Thriller Dance Party 
on Myrtle Avenue Plaza, where kids 
and adults will groove from 4–5 pm, 
and then the AbunDance company 
will teach some moves inspired by 
Michael Jackson’s “Thriller” video 
to prep everyone for a group dance 
at 5:45 pm.

Thriller Dance Party at Myrtle 
Avenue Plaza [Myrtle Avenue at Em-
erson Place in Clinton Hill, (718) 230-
1689 ext. 3, www.myrtleavenue.org). 
Oct. 31; 4–6 pm. Free.

On the big scream
The brand-new Greenpoint theater 

Stuart Cinema and Cafe will host a 
free Halloween Community Night, 
passing out treats for kids and screen-
ing two family-friendly films: “Lego 
Scooby Doo Haunted Hollywood” at 
4 pm, and for older kids “The Corpse 
Bride” at 6 pm. (The 8 pm showing 
of “Rocky Horror Picture Show” is 
adults-only). 

Stuart Cinema and Cafe (79 West 
St. between Milton and Noble 
streets in Greenpoint, www.stu-
artcinema.com). Oct. 31 at 4 pm and 
6 pm. Free with RSVP. 

Boo-tiful!
Start your trick-or-treating at BAM-

Boo, an outdoor block party in front 
of the Brooklyn Academy of Music. 
The party will feature stilt-walkers, 
candy giveaways, live music from  
“RadioDead,” carnival games, and 
a costume contest with the first-place 
winner getting four tickets to a BAM-
Kids event!

Outside the BAM Peter Jay Sharp 
Building (30 Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix Street in 
Fort Greene, www.bam.org). Oct. 
31; 4–7 pm. Free. 

Arch enemies
Costumed, candy-crazed kids 

can head down under the Manhat-
tan Bridge for Dumboween! The 
family-friendly event kicks off with 
a spooky story at the Brooklyn Roast-
ing Company, then costumed charac-
ters will march to the Archway Under 
the Manhattan Bridge for a Hallow-
een party, featuring plenty of candy, 
arts and crafts, a costume contest, 
and music from Funkrust Brass Band 
from 5–7 pm.

Dumboween at Brooklyn Roast-
ing Company (25 Jay St. at John 
Street in Dumbo) and at theArchway 
Under the Manhattan Bridge (Water 
Street between Anchorage Place 
and Adams Street in Dumbo, www.
dumbo.is). Oct. 31; 4:30–7 pm. Free.

Spook Slope
Dress to distress for Brooklyn’s 

biggest Halloween Parade, which 
will kick off from 14th Street and 
Seventh Avenue in Park Slope, travel 
north on Seventh Avenue, turn left 
on Third Street and end with a party 
at JJ Byrne Playground at the Old 
Stone House. 

Park Slope Halloween Parade (14th 
Street at Seventh Avenue in Park 
Slope, www.parkslopeciviccouncil.
org). Oct. 31 at 6:30 pm. Free.

Tykes and treats
Kid-friendly Halloween events in Brooklyn

Wonder girl: This costumed heroine has no fear of the Haunted 
Walk through Prospect Park, happening on Oct. 27 from noon to 
3 pm.
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7717 3rd

Book Your
Holiday Party Now!

Event Space Holds 25-100+ Guests
Weddings  Christenings  Engagements
Bridal/Baby Showers  Holiday Parties
Birthdays  Anniversaries  Reunions

SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR OUR PARTY PACKAGES

GREENHOUSECAFE.COM
Brunch on Weekends!

GREENHOUSE 
CAFE

Now 
Accepting Reservations 

Noon – 7pm

CATERERS

                                                                                    Offering dinner, cocktail and buffet options
8015/23 13th 718–331–2900 www.siricos.net

ORGANIC

Red Delicious
Apples

$$149149
lb.lb.

3 GUYS

Learn more on our Instagram

3gu y sfrombrook ly n .com

Broccoli Rabe
$$149149

lb.lb.

10/24 7AM -10/29 7PM
SALE STARTS 24 25 26 27 28 29

GREAT DEAL!

Giant White
Bread
K

¢¢999920 oz.20 oz.

SPECIAL!

Pure Romano
Cheese

$$499499
lb.lb.

ORGANIC

Celery
Hearts

$$33forfor22

California
Pomegranates

$$55forfor44
Green Squash

¢¢6969lb.lb.

$$199199
ea.ea.

Eggplants

¢¢6969lb.lb.

Comice Pears

¢¢7979lb.lb.

Grape Tomatoes
$$55forfor44 pint

pkg.
pint
pkg.

Seedless Grapes

¢¢9999lb.lb.

Cream Cheese
$$199199

8 oz. bar8 oz. bar

K D

Marinated Artichokes
$$129129

6.5 oz. jar6.5 oz. jar

Honey
$$299299

16 oz.16 oz.

Lemonade
$$55forfor22

52 oz.52 oz.

ally Affordable Art Show,” 
an exhibit of giant instal-
lations, and album cover 
art, among others. $5 sug-
gested donation. 1–6 pm. 
Brooklyn Waterfront Artists 
Coalition [499 Van Brunt 
St., near Reed Street in Red 
Hook, (718) 596–2506], 
www.bwac.org. 

HALLOWEEN, MONSTER 
MASH HALLOWEEN COS-
TUME CRAWL: Bar crawl 
at Floyd NY, Fawkner, and 
Union Hall featuring drinks, 
bocce, music, fun surprises, 
and a costume contest with 
cash prize! $15. 1–9 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

MUSIC, STORIES AND SEA 
SHANTIES OF BLACK 
CIVIL WAR SAILORS: Sing-
ers and storytellers Vienna 
Carroll and Keith Johnston 
perform sea shanties by 
black sailors in antebel-
lum times. Free. 2–6 pm. 
Gowanus Canal Dredgers 
boathouse [165 Second St. 
at Bond Street in Gowanus, 
(718) 243–0849], www.gow-
anuscanal.org. 

MUSIC, MUSICAL ODDITIES 
AND MONSTROSITIES: 
Listen to music performed 
on, with, or by books, saws, 
vegetables, robots, and the 
daxaphone. With a Mon-
ster Mash cocktail. $35. 4 
pm and 7 pm. Areté Venue 
and Gallery (67 West Street 
#103, between Noble and 
Milton Streets in Williams-
burg), www.aretevenue.
com. 

ART, OUR BEAUTIFUL 
BONES: Artist and designer 
Roberto Gato Echanique 
showcases his spirited art-
works and sculptures, which 
use plants, animal bones, 
and detailed fl owers made 

from steel, at a reception 
with live music and poetry 
readings. 7 pm. House Gal-
lery (314 E. 17th St. between 
Cortelyou and Beverley 
roads in Ditmas Park). 

FILM, CARTOON CARNI-
VAL’S “DARE TO SCARE”: 
A screening of rare Hal-
loween-themed animated 
cartoons from the 1920s 
through the 1940s, with live 
musical accompaniment. 
Costumes welcome! $10. 7 
pm. Rubulad [389 Melrose 

St. between Knickerbocker 
and Irving avenues in Bush-
wick, (718) 813–9492].

MUSIC, HOOTENANNY: A 
lineup of kids’ musicians 
play music for each other. 
$20. 7 pm. Jalopy Theatre 
[315 Columbia St. between 
Hamilton Avenue and 
Woodhull Street in Red 
Hook, (718) 395–3214], 
www.jalopy.biz. 

READING, “NORTHANGER 
ABBEY, A ROMANTIC 
GOTHIC COMEDY”: A Hal-

loween Gala and reading of 
Lynn Marie Macy’s adapta-
tion of Jane Austen’s novel. 
$50. 7:30 pm. Art New York 
Studios (138 S. Oxford St. 
between Hanson Place 
and Atlantic Avenue in Fort 
Greene), www.theater2020.
com. 

MUSIC, DEVIL’S NIGHT 2018: 
A night of monstrous melo-
dies from Phil Harris, Clinical 
Trials, Dalton Deschain and 
the Traveling SHow, and 
Mischief Night. Free. 8 pm. 
The Way Station [683 Wash-
ington Ave. between St. 
Marks Avenue and Prospect 
Place in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 627–4949], www.way-
stationbk.com. 

MUSIC, ROCK IS DEAD III: 
Bands dress up and play as 
other acts! Mama Juke plays 
music from the Clash; Meg 
Farrell plays Emmy Lou Har-
ris. $15 ($12 in advance). 9 
pm. Unit J (338 Moffatt St. 
between Knickerbocker and 
Irving Avenues in Bushwick), 
www.unitjbushwick.com. 

SUN, OCT. 28
TOUR, ENVIRONMEN-

TAL JUSTICE TOUR OF 
GOWANUS: Explore the 
neighborhood and learn 
about the challenges and 
opportunities posed by the 
Gowanus Canal Superfund 
Clean Up. $10. Noon. (Union 
Street at Fourth Avenue 
in Gowanus), socialjustice-
tours.com. 

FILM, “INTO THE NIGHT”: A 
screening of the documen-
tary about people forever 
changed by encounters 
with mortality. $15. 2 pm. 
St. Ann’s Church [157 Mon-
tague St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
875–6960]. 

ART, “FANTASTICALLY EK-
PHRASTIC!”: Poets, play-
wrights, musicians, and per-
formance artists perform 
new work responding to 
art in the BWAC Fall Show. 
Free. 2–4 pm. Brooklyn 
Waterfront Artists Coali-
tion [499 Van Brunt St., near 
Reed Street in Red Hook, 
(718) 596–2506], www.
bwac.org. 

MUSIC, “GOTTA SING!” 
CONCERT: The Regina 
Opera Company presents a 
selection of show-stopping 
arias and duets, and English 
and Spanish popular songs. 
$15 ($5 teens, kids free). 3 
pm. Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help School Auditorium 
[5902 Sixth Ave. at 60th 
Street in Sunset Park, (718) 
259–2772], www.reginaop-
era.org. 

COMEDY, A COMEDY NIGHT 
TO BENEFIT THE TRAY-
VON MARTIN FOUNDA-
TION: A fund-raiser hosted 
by Michael Che with Kerry 
Coddett, H. Jon Benjamin, 
Larry Murphy, Maeve Hig-
gins and Jon Glaser. $35. 7 
pm. Bell House [149 Seventh 
St. at Third Avenue in Gow-
anus, (718) 643–6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com. 

MON, OCT. 29
TALK, NEW MODELS FOR 

EDUCATION: Pratt Presi-
dent Frances Bronet talks 
about how higher education 
can be transformed. Free. 
6:30 pm. Memorial Hall Au-
ditorium [200 Willoughby 
Ave. at Steuben Street 
in Clinton Hill, (718) 636–
3649], www.pratt.edu. 

MUSIC, ROSEANNE CASH: 
An evening of music and 
literature to launch Cash’s 
new album “She Remem-
bers Everything.” $30. 7 
pm. Pioneer Works [159 
Pioneer St. between Imlay 
and Conover streets in Red 
Hook, (718) 596–3001], pio-
neerworks.org. 

COMEDY, CHICKEN, ROAD, 
LOL!: A weekly comedy 
open mic night offering fi ve 
minutes to each performer. 
Free. 8 pm. Excelsior [563 
Fifth Ave. between 15th and 
16th streets in Park Slope, 
(718) 788–2710], www.excel-
siorbrooklyn.com. 

TUES, OCT. 30
NIGHTLIFE, WOMEN THAT 

ROCK HALLOWEEN: Six 
spooky female music acts 
take over the Bazaar in a 
show that promises to rock 
the ghosts away. $15. 7 pm. 
Brooklyn Bazaar (150 Green-
point Ave. between Man-
hattan Avenue and Franklin 
Street in Greenpoint), www.
bkbazaar.com. 

COMEDY, JENNY’S BIRTH-
DAY VARIETY SHOW!: 
Jenny Gorelick’s birthday-
themed comedy show 
welcomes John Trowbridge, 
Kuhoo Verma, Friends Who 
Folk, and many more. $8. 
7:30 pm. Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

SLAMJUNK HALLOWEEN 
PARTY!: The soul party 
welcomes Elevator Party 
and Grey Alone. $5. 8 pm. 
Freddy’s Bar [627 Fifth 
Ave. between 17th and 
18th streets in Greenwood 

Heights, (718) 768–0131], 
www.freddysbar.com. 

COMEDY, JUST COME!: 
Pamela Ross and Kendall 
Farrell host an evening of 
jokes, music, and banter 
with comedian and Sami 
Schwaeber on piano! $5 
suggested donation. 8:30 
pm. The Graham [151 Mese-
role St. at Graham Avenue 
in East Williamsburg, (802) 
451–9720], justcomeoct30.
eventbrite.com. 

WED, OCT. 31
DINING, A COSTUME DIN-

NER PARTY WITH SALT 
CATHEDRAL: Put on a cos-
tume, drink cider and beer, 
and feast on three Italian 
courses while the band Salt 
Cathedral plays. $50. 7 pm. 
Le Fanfare [1103 Manhattan 
Ave. between Clay and Du-
pont streets in Greenpoint, 
(347) 987–4244]. 

TALK, GHOST STORIES AND 
SPOOKY TRIVIA: An eve-
ning with Tori Telfer, author 
of “Lady Killers,” and Allison 
Huntington-Chase from 
Madame Morbid’s Trolley 
Tours. Costumes encour-
aged. $5. 7 pm. Word 
Bookstore [126 Franklin St. 
between Milton and Noble 
streets in Greenpoint, (718) 
383–0096], www.word-
brooklyn.com. 

NIGHTLIFE, HALLOWEEN 
DANCE PARTY: A free Hal-
loween Dance Party with 
DJ Herbert Holler! Come 
in costume and receive 
two-for-one drinks all night. 
Free. 7 pm. Industry City 
(220 36th Street between 
Second and Third Avenues 
in Sunset Park). 

DANCE, “I HUNGER FOR 
YOU”: Five dancers perform 
in Kimberly Bartosik’s show 
about faith, violence, and 
compassion. $25. 7:30 pm. 
BAM Fisher (321 Ashland Pl. 
between Hansen Place and 
Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene), www.bam.org. 

NIGHTLIFE, A DRINKING 
GAME NYC PRESENTS 
‘HOCUS POCUS’: Actors 
perform the cult 1993 fl ick 
for a live audience with a list 
of buzzwords and phrases 
where everyone drinks, in-
cluding the actors. $15. 7:30 
pm. Brooklyn Bazaar (150 
Greenpoint Ave. between 
Manhattan Avenue and 
Franklin Street in Green-
point), www.bkbazaar.com. 

THURS, NOV. 1
DINING, FIRESIDE FEAST: 

Enjoy a colonial-style meal 
cooked on an outdoor 
hearth, hear about the his-
tory of local spirits, and 
drink local brandy and cider 
at this food series. $25–$35. 
6 pm. Wyckoff House Mu-
seum (5816 Clarendon Road 
at Ditmas Avenue in East 
Flatbush), www.wyckoffmu-
seum.org. 

TALK, HOW THE MEATBALL 
BECAME A GLOBAL CITI-
ZEN: A panel of chefs and 
experts discuss the globe-
trotting meatball. Followed 
by a tasting of meatballs 
from around the world. $30. 
6:30 pm. Museum of Food 
and Drink [62 Bayard St. 
between Lorimer and Leon-
ard streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 387–2845]. 

THEATER, “ZODIAC MATH”: 
A one-woman show of inti-
mate storytelling, scored by 
anachronistic alt-pop, ex-
ploring questions of sexual 
identity and twin magic. 
$20. 8 pm. MITU580 [580 
Sackett St., Unit A, between 
Third Avenue and Nevins 
Street in Gowanus, (603) 
490–0668], www.thenewc-
ollectives.com. 

FRI, NOV. 2 

NIGHTLIFE, HALLOWEEN 
NEVER ENDS: The Bazaar 
celebrates everything 
spooky for one last time 
before the Halloween deco-
rations start to come down 
with a drag showcase and 
DJs. Free. 8 pm. Brooklyn 
Bazaar (150 Greenpoint 
Ave. between Manhattan 
Avenue and Franklin Street 
in Greenpoint), www.bkba-
zaar.com. 

MUSIC, “CEMETERY GATES”: 
A Smiths and Morrissey 
Halloween with the Sons & 
Heirs. Masters & Servants, 
a Depeche Mode cover 
band, opens. $18. 8 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

COMEDY, DIE LAUGHING: 
A stand-up and comedic 
storytelling event focused 
on death and loss. With 
Chris Duffy, Erik Bergstrom, 
Shalewa Sharp, and more. 
$8. 10 pm. Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

SAT, NOV. 3
TALK, INMATES TO ENTRE-

PRENEURS: A one-day, free 
entrepreneurship seminar 
open to anyone with a crimi-
nal record. RSVP requested. 
Free. 9 am–4 pm. Brooklyn 
College Student Center 
(2705 Campus Rd. at E. 27th 
Street in Midwood), www.
inmatestoentrepreneurs.
org. 

HOT GLASS COLD BEER: 
Guests receive a unique 
handmade drinking glass 
and free drinks while watch-
ing demonstrations in 
glassblowing, neon bend-
ing, and fl ameworking! $25. 
07:00PM. Brooklyn Glass 
[142 13th St. between Sec-
ond and Third avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 569–2110], 
www.brooklynglass.com. 

MUSIC, SAVAK RECORD RE-
LEASE SHOW: The Brook-
lyn rock band launches 
its third album “Beg Your 
Pardon.” With Big Bliss and 
Sunny Slopes. $10. 8 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 10

A bone to pick: Get in the Halloween spirit by peek-
ing at paintings of skulls in Roberto Gato Echanique’s 
exhibit “Our Beautiful Bones,” opening at House 
Gallery in Ditmas Park on Oct. 27.
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WED, NOV. 7
TALK, MEETING OF FAITH 

BASED LEADERS: Help 
those in need get health 
care. Join UnitedHealth-
care and other local com-
munity organizations for 
an afternoon of network-
ing. Learn about event 
opportunities, collabo-
rate with other groups, 
discover how United-
Healthcare is involved in 
your community, enter to 
win up to $500 in spon-
sorship dollars for your 
organization. Refresh-
ments and gift bags will 
be provided. For ques-
tions contact Sui Mui 
(sui_mui@uhc.com). Free. 
11 am–3 pm. The Tillary 
[85 Flatbush Ave. Ext. at 
Tillary Street in Down-
town, (952) 202–2486].
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Contract Financing 
Loan Fund
Is your business working as a prime or subcontractor on a project with 

a City agency or City-funded entity?

Loans at a 3% annual interest rate are available to eligible 

businesses.

Loan repayment terms align with the contract payment schedule. 

Closing fees apply.

CALL 311 OR VISIT  nyc.gov/contractfinancing

MEDIA SPONSORS:

Saturday, November 10, 2018
55 Wythe Avenue, Brooklyn, NY

12:30pm - 4:30pm & 5:30pm - 9:30pm
6th & 7th Floors

For Ticket Info: thetoastofbrooklyn.comwould still require closing the 
Promenade, but likely only 
for up to two years.

But many  locals blasted 
Hizzoner for supporting the 
option to demolish the espla-
nade  at the same time De-
partment of Transportation 
leaders promised to explore 

other solutions — including a 
proposal supported by Coun-
cilman Stephen Levin (D–
Brooklyn Heights)  to pave 
over berms recently installed 
along the Furman Street bor-
der of Brooklyn Bridge Park 
in order to build the tempo-
rary roadway there .

And seven days after he 

Continued from page 1

PROMENADE... came out in favor of ripping 
up the Promenade, which of-
ficials promised to replace 
should they proceed with that 
option, DeBlasio dialed back 
his conviction for that solu-
tion, saying that all options 
— including sending traffic 
closer to the park — are still 
under consideration.

“I am the first to say a lot of 
times a government has good 
ideas, and there are a lot of 

other times when someone at 
the community level or other 
experts come forward with 
another alternative that may 
work,” the mayor told WNYC 
radio host Brian Lehrer dur-
ing an Oct. 19 episode of the 
journalist’s eponymous show, 
exactly one week after he en-
dorsed the option to temporar-
ily destroy the Promenade on 
the same program. “So we will 
definitely look at that.”

By Anthony Rotunno
Brooklyn Paper

This jeweler got rocked.
Some savvy snake stole 

thousands in baubles from a 
designer’s jewelry-dispens-
ing vending machine inside 
a Williamsburg park by us-
ing fraudulent credit cards to 
trick the gadget into spitting 
out trinkets without actually 
paying for them, cops said.

The thief swiped the fake 
plastic around 1:15 pm on 
Sept. 20 to score approx-
imately $13,000 worth of 
jewelry from designer  Marla 
Aaron’s vending machine in-
side the privately owned but 
publicly accessible Vale Park  
next to the swanky William 
Vale Hotel on Wythe Ave-
nue between N. 12th and N. 
13th streets, according to au-
thorities.

Aaron brought her ma-
chine — which sold pieces 
from her eponymous line that 
features such baubles as an 

Police: Crook steals thousands in jewels 
from designer’s vending machine in park

Help yourself!

Cops are hunting for this man, who they said used 
fake credit cards to steal some $13,000 worth of 
jewelry from designer Marla Aaron’s vending ma-
chine inside Williamsburg’s Vale Park last month.

N
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$165 silver-link chain and an 
$1,588 lock necklace — to 
the green space in June, af-
ter debuting it at the Brook-

lyn Museum last year, and this 
summer told the Brooklyn Pa-
per that she wasn’t concerned 
about thievery, because the 

gadget is equipped with cam-
eras and weighs hundreds of 
pounds.

“It weighs a ton — liter-
ally,” she said.

The jeweler previously said 
she planned to keep the ma-
chine in the park until some-
time this month, and it was no 
longer in place as recently as 
Oct. 21, according to a New 
York Daily News  report . 

Police Department spokes-
man Sgt. Vincent Marchese 
could not confirm if Aaron 
or authorities moved the ma-
chine following the theft, how-
ever, citing a lack of that in-
formation in the complaint 
report.

Cops are searching for a 
suspect in his 20s or 30s, who 
is about 5-feet-10-inches tall, 
and 220 pounds, according 
to police.

Aaron did not immedi-
ately return requests for 
comment.

Anyone with information 
regarding the incident is 
asked to call Crime Stop-
pers at (800) 577–8477. You 
can also submit tips on the 
Crime Stoppers website at 
 www.nypdcrimestoppers.
com  or by texting tips to 
274637 (CRIMES) then en-
tering TIP577. All tips are 
strictly confidential.

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

A virus spreading among 
local raccoons has infected 
twice as many critters in Pros-
pect Park than previously re-
ported, with up to 15 masked 
bandits now potentially serv-
ing as hosts for distemper — 
an illness fatal to dogs and 
other common pets — ac-

cording to officials.
Testing confirmed five 

cases of distemper in raccoons 
from Brooklyn’s Backyard, up 
from  a reported two earlier 
this month , according to De-
partment of Parks and Recre-

ation spokeswoman Crystal 
Howard, who said the agency 
sent 16 animals to be tested, 
10 of which it is still awaiting 
results for, and one of which 
did not have the virus.

In early stages, distemper 
produces cold symptoms in an-
imals, including watery eyes, a 
runny nose, vomiting, and di-
arrhea. Later stages’ symptoms 

include loss of brain function, 
which may cause infected rac-
coons to exhibit behavior such 
as wandering aimlessly and 
becoming aggressive.

Humans are not suscep-
tible to the virus, but man’s 
best friend is, and it can kill 
Fido if left untreated.

Fortunately, a vaccine is 
available to pooches.

Virus ramps up among raccoons
Wild
 Brooklyn
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VOTE AT:
BESTOFBK.COM

VOTE NOW
Voting Ends October 31st

Vote now for the 
BEST

Arts & Entertainment • Automotive
Kids & Education • Fashion & Clothing

Health, Wellness & Beauty • Home & Garden
Pets • Services • Shopping

Sports & Activities • Weddings

718-224-5863 Ext. 244

Super Savings Account

2.00%APY*
Minimum Deposit of $100

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY). Offer available only at our Clinton Hill branch located at 1035 Fulton Street, Brooklyn NY 11238. Except 
as stated below, all offers, rates and terms are subject to change without notice. In-bank transfers ineligible. Rates and APYs displayed are 
as of October 5, 2018. Fees may reduce earnings. Minimum opening deposit of $100 required. APY may change after the account is 
opened, but is guaranteed through December 31, 2019 for accounts opened on or before October 31, 2018. Member FDIC

LIMITED TIME OFFER

Only Available at our Clinton Hill Branch
1035 Fulton Street, Brooklyn NY • (929) 666-4420

On
1035 F

Corner
FROM THE PAGES OF BROWNSTONER.COM

By Craig Hubert
for Brooklyn Paper

Here’s an updated co-op 
apartment in a Renaissance 
Revival building in Park Slope 
that’s big enough for a fam-
ily and has lots of windows 
across three exposures. Lo-
cated at 144 Garfield Pl., it’s 
a second-floor walk-up in a 
four-story, eight-unit corner 
building three blocks from 
Prospect Park.

The layout is more gracious 
and spacious than that of your 
typical city apartment, with 
two good-size bedrooms and 

a smaller one arrayed on one 
side of a central hall, and the 
living room, dining room, and 
kitchen on the other.

Said living room is spa-
cious, with bay windows, a 
decorative mantel, and par-
quet floors. Pocket doors sep-
arate it from the dining room, 
which also has parquet floors 
and wall moldings.

The eat-in kitchen has en-
trances from the hall and to 
the dining room. It’s reno-
vated, with hardwood floors 
and a lot of cabinet space 
(including a pantry), both 

above and below.
The master bedroom, lo-

cated at the front of the apart-
ment facing the street, has two 
large closets and two entrances 
— pocket doors lead to the liv-
ing room, and another door to 
the main hallway. Another bed-
room is about the same size, 
with a single closet. The third 
bedroom is smaller, but big 
enough for a child, and has a 
closet and built-in shelving.

There is only one bath-
room, an updated version of 
the original, with subway tile 
on the wall, hex tile on the 

floor, and a deep tub.
The apartment has a proper 

entry foyer, with a capacious 
coat closet and room for a ta-
ble. There are at least six clos-
ets total in the unit, depend-
ing on how you count them, as 
well as a washer and dryer.

The location is four blocks 
away from the Park Slope 
Food Co-op and near coveted 
schools, including PS 321.

Corcoran’s Lia Wiedemann 
has the listing, which is ask-
ing $1.495 million. The main-
tenance fee is relatively low at 
$800. What do you think?

Three-bedroom co-op in Slope with 
bay windows, mantel, dining room

C
o

rc
o

ra
n



October 26–November 1, 2018 AWP  15Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-2500

I was trying to defend my 
opinions on sexuality, 
sexual mores, and (for 

obvious reasons) drunken-
ness and its effects when it 
hit me: Jiminy Crickets, this 
stuff is rough.

I drank a lot in high school 
and college, often to excess. I 
did such embarrassing things 
— things that would come to 
me in a flood in the morning. 
Shame coursed through me. 
I routinely allowed myself to 
get into a state where I could 
no longer take responsibility 
for my actions. In these sce-
narios, even though I knew 
better on some level, it could 
be said that there was noth-
ing and no one to blame but 
the demon drink.

It was common back then. 
And it still is now. It’s called 
“partying” and I know a lot 
of people who do it. You im-
bibe some or another substance 
to the point where you are no 
longer of sound mind, so that 
later you can distance yourself 
from it. Yep. Common.

I’m raising teenagers, so I 
am well-attuned to thinking 
about these things, remember-
ing my own hazy self-centered 
experiences and wondering 
how in the hell to help get my 
boys through this maze.

Can I tell them what to do? 
Sure, just like the weatherman 
can tell us exactly when it’s go-
ing to rain. We know things, 
but we’re often wrong. And 
what’s “right” anyway? The 
line is often a little blurred.

I talked to a friend a few 
years back in front of a hotel 
by the University of Arizona 
late on a Saturday night. We 
watched as girls weaved by, 
scantily clad, trying desper-
ately to stay upright in heels. 
I saw myself in them, walk-

ing home late a long mile from 
the fraternity quad, and shud-
dered. As a mother, I feared 
for them. I wished I could stop 
them and give them the wis-
dom of my decades of experi-
ence and say, “You don’t have 
to get drunk to go for what you 
want! Learn to ask, learn to 
talk about it!”

I heard a gorgeous female 
comedian, Nikki Glaser, on 
stage the other day talking 
boldly about her orgasms, and 
how she managed to achieve 
them (or not) with her various 
partners. As she spoke I real-
ized I was hiding behind my 
hands, shocked to hear what 
she was saying.

I thought I was pretty open, 
but after hearing her I real-

Talking about sex and booze
Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

ized I have a way to go with 
my comfort levels.

Why? Isn’t it silly that hear-
ing a woman discuss her de-
sires and behaviors openly 
right in front of you is … hi-
larious? Miss Glaser didn’t tell 
straight jokes, a fact she apol-
ogized for. What she talked 
about was her pretty active sex 
life, and how alcohol played a 
role, and how she was work-
ing harder to “only do things 
I want to do,” and to try to do 
them while sober.

We all laughed, maybe be-
cause we related to what she 
said. Or out of discomfort. Al-
though she said it with a smile, 
an undercurrent was there that 
said “there are plenty of sex-
ual experiences that don’t al-
ways feel so funny, that don’t 
always feel so fun and good.” 
But it was funny, mostly, be-
cause she was brave enough to 
stand there and share it.

The role of alcohol in this 
equation is always an interest-
ing one to ponder. Miss Gla-
ser’s stand-up reminded me of 
the stuff in my own history that 
I’d already been grappling with 
in order to have thoughtful dis-
cussions with my kids.

Asking for what you want, 
even within a loving relation-
ship, is incredibly hard! Em-
barking on that intimate di-
alogue, having the ability to 
actually know what you want, 
facing up to potential rejection 
— it all puts you in a ridiculous 
state of vulnerability.

We don’t always have the 
words, we don’t always have 
the guts, we don’t always 
have the practice. That needs 
to change. The way we deal 
with one another intimately 
is important, and is often ig-
nored. How can we expect our 
kids to be better than we are 
at this intimacy thing? How 
can we teach them to connect 
without blotting and blurring 
unless we teach them the lan-
guage and encourage them to 
think about the role they play 
in creating harmonious sex-
ual interactions?

Hopefully we can remem-
ber some of the realities of our 
own experiences to share so 
as to make our kids feel less 
alone in their search for posi-
tive — and fully conscious — 
intimate encounters.

A CHAMPIONS AWARD & NETWORKING EVENT

HAMPIONS AWARD & NETWORKING EV
�����

PRESENTS THE 2018

El Caribe

5945 Strickland Avenue

Mill Basin, Brooklyn

TO NOMINATE, VISIT 

www.SchnepsCommunicationsEvents.com/nominate/

For sponsorship or exhibitor opportunities please

call Lori 347.225.3657

or email lpedone@schnepscommunications.com

6:00-9:00PM

Wednesday, 

November 14, 2018

SAVE THE DATE: 11.14.18

NOW ACCEPTING NOMINATIONS 

A champions networking event that honors top Brooklyn men

for their outstanding leadership and contributions to the community.

The event includes a business expo with networking followed

by a dinner and awards ceremony.
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