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BIG CHANGES AT BROOKLYN BRIDGE PARK

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

Brooklyn Bridge Park big-
wigs are shelling out millions of 
dollars to build an entirely new 
span in place of the beleaguered 
Squibb Bridge, which zig zags 
from its namesake park in Brook-
lyn Heights down to the water-
front lawn below, and for the sec-
ond time closed due to structural 
problems back in July.

“We have announced plans to 
fully replace Squibb Bridge,” Eric 
Landau, president of the semi-pri-
vate Brooklyn Bridge Park Corpo-
ration, which oversees the green 
space, said at a Dec. 5 corporation 
board meeting. “There is certainly 
a long history with this bridge.”

Weeks after its  recent closure , 
Landau  in September  told locals 
that the original span funded by 
some $4 million in taxpayer dol-
lars — which opened  in 2013 , 
closed  the next year  for a roughly 
$3-million repair, and reopened in 
 April 2017  before shuttering again 
this year — would be off limits 
indefinitely, because what park 
leaders thought was just a single 
faulty piece of wood turned out to 
be one of several planks decay-
ing due to “higher than expected 
moisture levels,” even though one 
of the bridge’s main materials, 
black locust, is supposed to with-
stand heavy moisture.

Engineering firm Arup Group, 
the company that completed the 
bridge’s first repair after it closed 
in 2014, surveyed the span after 
it shuttered this year. That study 
ultimately resulted in two options 
for Brooklyn Bridge Park keep-
ers: repair the crossing for a sec-
ond time, or build a new overpass 
from scratch, Landau said. And 
meadow stewards chose the lat-
ter, but decided to use steel and 
aluminum for the Squibb’s sec-
ond coming, instead of its orig-
inal wood.

“Based on a variety of factors 
that is the decision we made,” he 
said.

The new span will be built 

SQUIBB SHOT DEAD
Multi-million-dollar bridge to be replaced after just fi ve years

by Manhattan–based company 
Turner Construction, take roughly 
18 months to complete from the 
start of the design process through 
construction, and cost the park 
$6.5 million — $2.5 million more 
than repairing the current bridge 
would have cost, according to Lan-
dau, whose rep said the cash to 
construct the new crossing will 
come from funds generated by de-
velopment projects and concession 
sales in the green space.

But the extra dough is worth the 
investment to create a safer and 
more reliable bridge that will hold 
up for decades and require little 
ongoing maintenance, said Lan-
dau, who spoke to this newspaper 
after giving website Curbed the 
 exclusive  on the new span.

“We believe that buys us cer-
tainty, first and foremost,” he 
said. “Additionally, the fact that 
the wood will continue to dete-

riorate will end up costing us 
significantly more money in the 
long run.”

Many taxpayers, however, 
won’t soon forget watching the 
millions they coughed up for the 
original bridge — whose creator 
Brooklyn Bridge Park leaders 
 fired and sued in 2016  amid the 
span’s first fix — essentially go 
down the drain now that most of 
the Squibb will be replaced, ac-
cording to a Brooklyn Heights res-
ident who formerly represented 
the neighborhood in Albany for 
30 years.

“We spent a lot of money on that 
bridge and it’s been a major disap-
pointment,” said attorney and for-
mer state Sen. Martin Connor, who 
sits on the Brooklyn Bridge Park 
Corporation’s 17-member board 
of directors.

Landau said he expects the sec-
ond iteration of the Squibb Bridge 

to be ready by 2020 — the same 
year a local pol hopes  the pool 
meadow stewards are building in 
Squibb Park  will open as well.

But the park head — who be-
fore the bridge shuttered in July 
said  he could not promise that con-
struction of the pool wouldn’t re-
quire him to close the span  he is 
now replacing — wouldn’t com-
ment on the possibility of the two 
projects butting heads.

And he offered no more clar-
ity on when the swimming hole 
will be ready for locals to dive in, 
stating his staff must first raise all 
the necessary funds and choose 
an architect before he can pro-
vide a timeline.

“I’m not going to give you a 
year,” he said. “What we have 
said is that we hope to have the 
pool as soon as we can. Once we 

The Squibb Bridge during one of the roughly 32 months it was open to the public since it 
debuted in 2013.
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By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

Time is quickly melting away 
for this beloved creamery!

The owners of the Brooklyn Ice 
Cream Factory in Brooklyn Bridge 
Park must close their store inside 
the historic fireboat station at Ful-
ton Ferry Landing by the end of 
the year, after green-space stew-
ards handed the keys to the prop-
erty to the folks behind another 
borough scoop shop, Ample Hills 
Creamery.

“They made a choice, I have un-
til the end of this month to vacate,” 
said Mark Thompson, who owns 
the Dumbo creamery with restau-
rateur  Buzzy O’Keefe  of the fa-
mous River Cafe next door.

News of the Factory’s imminent 
end came as a cold slap in the face 
to dozens of fans of the creamery 
at the Dumbo end of the park — 
which opened in 2001 back when 
the city’s Economic Development 
Corporation operated the station — 
many of whom left comments la-
menting the change on an Instagram 
 post  announcing its closure.

“Wait just one minute! I always 
stop and get ice cream, even got 
my friends hooked too,” Instagram 
user Cetera D. said. “You are the 
main attraction for Pier 1!”

The long-time ice-cream ven-
dor’s exit will make way for the ar-
rival of a larger Brooklyn Bridge 
Park outpost of the ever-expand-
ing, borough-based Ample Hills, 
which will ditch the tiny conces-
sion stand it currently operates at 
the other end of the meadow on 
Pier 5 and set up shop inside the 
fireboat station.

Green-space leaders chose Am-
ple Hills — which is also in the 
process of opening a Park Slope 
 outpost , and a  massive ice-cream 
factory  in Red Hook — after this 
summer issuing a request for pro-
posals from vendors interested in 
moving into the station, according 
to park bigwig David Lowin. That 
request came months after city of-
ficials handed control of the pub-

Brooklyn Ice 
Cream Factory 
is booted out

Licked!

Brooklyn Bridge Park is kicking the Brooklyn Ice Cream 
Factory out of its long-time space inside the fireboat sta-
tion at Fulton Ferry Landing to make way for a new out-
post of Ample Hills Creamery.
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ers last year.

Thompson submitted a pro-
posal to keep his shop operating 
in the space, but said he was told 
to make a better offer than what 
he initially proposed, before ul-
timately getting the boot.

“They asked me if I would be 
willing to up our offer, we weren’t 
really in the ball game,” he said. 
“They chose to go in a whole other 
direction.”

Brooklyn Bridge Park head 
Eric Landau said he and fel-
low leaders of the semi-private 
Brooklyn Bridge Park Corpora-
tion, which oversees the lawn, are 
trying to find another space in 
the meadow for Thompson and 
O’Keefe’s spot, noting that the Pier 
5 stand Ample Hills will soon va-
cate is among the options.

“We are in conversations with 
them about other opportunities 
in the park, that is certainly one 
of the other opportunities,” said 
Landau.

But Thompson called that of-
fer a joke, because the booth is 
roughly a quarter of the size of 
his current station setup, making 
it impossible to employ his doz-

ens of employees and churn out 
the freshly made frozen stuff his 
creamery is known for.

“I said I’m not interested. It 
barely fits two employees and a 
scooping freezer,” said the co-
owner, who also runs a Greenpoint 
location of Brooklyn Ice Cream 
Factory. “We made everything 
on the premises. The thing that 
bothers me most is that I have 
38 employees — all jobs I can’t 
maintain without a place.”

Ample Hills will open its 
creamery in the first floor of 
the firehouse station, according 
to park reps, who said the build-
ing’s second floor will soon be the 
new home of a handicapped-ac-
cessible Brooklyn Historical So-
ciety exhibit that pays homage to 
the history of the building, and the 
original Brooklyn Ferry, which 
first set sail across the East River 
to Manhattan in 1642.

Park officials also tapped res-
taurateurs Alex and Miles Pin-
cus, the men behind the floating 
restaurant Pilot aboard  a boat that 
docks at the park’s Pier 6 in the 
warmer months , to open another 
seasonal cafe and bar in the out-
door area outside the station.

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

Prep-are to get squashed!
Brooklyn Bridge Park will soon 

boast its own public squash court, 
according to leaders of the water-
front green space.

Meadow stewards are teaming up 
with do-good athletes from Public 
Squash NYC to install an all-glass 
singles court at the site of one of 
the six handball courts at the mead-
ow’s Pier 2, which also features bas-
ketball and shuffleboard courts, as 
well as a roller rink, according to 
the president of the semi-private 
Brooklyn Bridge Park Corporation, 

which oversees the lawn.
“We’re really excited about a 

relationship that we are devel-
oping with a non-profit called 
public Squash NYC,” Eric Lan-
dau said at a Dec. 5 corporation 
board meeting.

The park keepers wanted to 
bring the game to Brooklyn’s 
front yard after they visited an-
other public squash court that 
opened in April in Manhattan, 
which is currently the only reg-
ulation-size facility of its kind in 
the five boroughs — and in the 
country, according to Landau.

“We went and visited it and were 
kind of blown away by it,” he said. 

“It’s to provide yet another amenity 
in the park. There is only one other 
place we know of in the country 
where there is a free public outdoor 
squash court, we are working to 
do the same thing here.”

Park leaders will also offer free 
clinics operated by Public Squash 
NYC workers at the court when it 
opens, Landau said. The classes, 
which will be geared toward un-
der-served youngsters, will be sim-
ilar to those the green space hosts 
for kids looking to improve their 
basketball game, he said.

“It will be free and open to the 
public — free clinics for anyone 
who walks up,” Landau said.

One board member said meadow 
leaders should also find a partner 
organization willing to donate rac-
quets and other equipment needed 
to play the sport, so those kids who 
can’t afford to buy their own gear 
can still play.

“Make sure some of those 
kids get their own racquets, so 
they can come back and use the 
courts on their own,” said Susan-
nah Pasquantonio, who works for 
Brooklyn Heights Assembly-
woman Jo Anne Simon.

Park honchos and cops this spring 
 beefed up the police presence  at Pier 
2, after its various play spaces drew 
so many teens to the meadow in 

Squash court coming to Pier 2

Brooklyn Bridge Park’s Pier 2 will soon have a squash court.
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But trading a handball court for 
a place to play  famously preppy 
game  of squash — which is played 
similarly to handball, but with rac-
quets — had nothing to do with the 
crowding problem Landau said his 
staff has since gotten under control, 
because youngsters can still play 
whatever they want on the pier.

“We had some isolated incidents 
over a couple of years, although it 
has been a couple of years since 
there has been an incident,” he said. 
“It’s not a taking out of a handball 
court, it is the transformation of the 
handball court to squash, you can 
still play handball on squash.”

Park bigwigs hope to open the 
new squash spot by summer 2019, 
if Public Squash NYC leaders can 
raise the cash needed to build it 
in time, according to reps for the 
group and Landau.

See SQUIBB  on page 7

 April 2017  that authorities had to 
forcibly evacuate the area.

And in 2016, some locals de-
manded Brooklyn Bridge Park lead-

ers replace one of Pier 2’s basketball 
courts for a tennis court, claiming 
the hoops drew too many  “crimi-
nals”  to the green space.

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

It’s show time!
Nitehawk Cinema bigwigs are open-

ing the historic Pavilion Theater they’ve 
been renovating for years on Dec. 16 to 
members of a Park Slope civic group, 
who will screen the movie house’s de-
but flick ahead of its looming grand 
opening to the public.

The exclusive sneak peek at the long-
awaited theater is Nitehawk brass’s way 
of giving back to members of the 14th 
Street Block Association, who had to share 
their residential street between Eighth Av-
enue and Prospect Park West with a steady 
stream of construction vehicles since ren-
ovations of the 90-year-old movie house 

nearby began in 2016, according to a lo-
cal gadfly in on the invitation.

“They had problems with the 14th 
Street Block Association and so they 
want to pander them,” said Tom Pren-
dergast, a Windsor Terrace resident who 
said he is the only non-Block Associa-
tion member privy to the group’s weekly 
newsletter, which advertised tickets for 
the special screening in an edition sent 
on Tuesday morning.

The invite-only event will serve as a 
test run for the cinema’s new staff, ac-
cording to a rep, who said Nitehawk big-
wigs want to iron out any operational 
kinks as they make finishing touches 
to the theater they plan to open to all 
Brooklynites “very soon.”

“The upcoming private occasion is 
simply an opportunity for our team to 
hone service techniques and perfect how 
we provide our enhanced experience,” 
said Ashton Pina. “As we finalize our 
newest outpost, the entire Nitehawk team 
would like to thank the community for 
their patience.”

Still, news of the private screening 
will likely come as a relief to many lo-
cal cinephiles, especially those who lost 
their chance to glimpse the restored Pa-
vilion when Nitehawk  quietly canceled 
what would have been the spot’s debut 
screening there last month  due to con-
struction issues.

Nitehawk owner Matthew Viragh be-
gan making over the dilapidated movie 

house — which opened as the Sanders 
Theater in 1928, and  reportedly suffered  
a blockbuster bed-bug infestation a few 
years before it closed for renovations 
— after leasing the spot from investors 
who in 2016 bought it for $28 million 
from developer Hidrock Properties, af-
ter the builder abandoned plans to build 
condos and a new cinema on the Pavil-
ion’s Prospect Park West lot.

Viragh originally planned to un-
veil the newly renovated theater, now 
called Nitehawk Prospect Park, in early 
2018, but later postponed its debut to 
this winter  when workers discovered 
long-lost architectural elements from 
its early days amid their transforma-
tion of the space .

Pavilion almost ready for closeup

Nitehawk Cinema bigwigs are hosting a private screening for mem-
bers of a Park Slope civic group at the Pavilion Theater on Sunday, 
ahead of its imminent grand opening to the public.
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By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Prosecutors are investigat-
ing the organizers of a much-
hyped holiday market at the 
Brooklyn Museum, after a 
vendor who signed up to hawk 
her wares there claimed the 
Christmas-themed bazaar was 
a Yuletide scam that ended up 
costing her big time.

“We’re reviewing the com-
plaint,” said Oren Yaniv, a 
spokesman for District At-
torney Eric Gonzalez.

Canvas-bag maker Pamela 
Barsky paid more than $6,000 
for the privilege to sell her totes 
from one of  Winterfest’s  stalls 
fashioned after quaint log cab-
ins, which she claimed con-
stantly leaked and lost elec-
tricity, deterring would-be 
customers from dropping any 
dough — a shortfall the mar-
ket’s bigwigs blamed on its 
sellers, according to Barsky, 
who accused the organizers 
of brazen deception.

“This wasn’t just disorga-
nized, I think they had every 
intention of scamming every-
one,” said the vendor, who 
sells her bags at similar ba-
zaars across the city. “It was 
like kindergartners trying to 
setup a show.”

And sellers weren’t the 
only ones who blasted Win-
terfest for over-promising and 
under-delivering on holiday 
cheer — Brooklyn Museum 
brass demanded the market’s 
attractions be offered free of 
charge just one day after its 
Nov. 23 opening, claiming or-
ganizers failed to abide by the 
agreement that entitled them 

CHRISTMAS CAPER
DA investigating organizers of new Winterfest market

with happy shoppers — but 
the promised winter wonder-
land actually looked more like 
a ghost town, according to an-
other disappointed patron.

“It looks like it’s half-
closed,” said David Rose, 
who also stopped by on Nov. 
30 while in town from faraway 
California.

A Winterfest spokeswoman 
admitted organizers received “a 
few complaints,” but claimed 
that some gripes came from 
seedy patrons who only wanted 
to get the free wine and hot 
chocolate included with the 
price of a ticket.

“What we found is that a 
small number of visitors use 
the attraction to get free wine 
and free hot chocolate, then 
they write to us asking for re-
fund,” said Jennifer Crosby. 
“We are addressing refunds 
on a case-by-case basis.”

Crosby also insisted orga-
nizers made the market and its 
attractions free to provide ven-
dors with ample foot traffic — 
not in response to complaints, 
or pressure from the museum 
— and said the new no-cost 
admission policy will make 
the experience more magi-
cal than ever until it closes 
on Dec. 31.

“We look forward to the 
continuation of the event 
for the enjoyment of all,” 
she said.

Should the district attor-
ney pursue charges such as a 
potential larceny indictment 
against Winterfest bigwigs, 
the burden of proof would be 
high, and require that prose-
cutors provide evidence show-
ing organizers knowingly 
made false promises to ven-
dors, according to a law-en-
forcement source, who said 
defense lawyers could more 
easily argue that mitigating 
circumstances were the cause 
of any shortfalls.

The district attorney’s 
office is reviewing com-
plaints that vaunted 
holiday market Winter-
fest (above) ripped off 
vendors after promising 
them the ability to hawk 
their wares in a festively 
festooned bazaar (left).
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to set up shop in the museum’s 
parking lot, a spokeswoman 
for the institution said.

“We are extremely disap-
pointed that the organizers 
failed to live up to their prom-
ises and we have conveyed our 
concerns to them,” said Anna 
Cieslik, speaking on behalf of 
museum staff. “We have de-
manded that they make imme-
diate changes to the overall look 

and feel of the event, and we 
have demanded that they stop 
selling tickets and make all at-
tractions free of charge.”

Earlier this year, Winterfest 
organizers promised locals it 
would boast such whimsical 
attractions as a Christmas tree 
maze and a “Snowzilla” slide 
in announcing the market.

But customers who pur-
chased tickets to the bazaar be-

fore museum staff demanded 
it be free to enter said orga-
nizers never bothered to in-
stall the slide, and that the so-
called maze was merely just 
a bunch of trees haphazardly 
placed on the pavement.

“For $18 you too can walk 
among a street of trees!” 
Downtowner Michael Trill-
steen told this newspaper 
when it paid a visit to Win-
terfest on Nov. 30. “I’m just 
a tad disappointed.”

Renderings of the market 
distributed before it opened 
showed its grounds bustling 

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

A man died on Monday af-
ter his coworker drove into 
him on the Cobble Hill set 
of an in-production television 
series executive produced by 
rapper 50 Cent, cops said.

The 64-year-old motorist 
lost control of his 2006 Ford 

Explorer on Douglass Street 
around 4:30 am, smashing it 
into 63-year-old Pedro Jime-
nez while he moved safety 
cones to prepare for a shoot 
on the street, according to au-
thorities, who said the inci-
dent occurred when the driver 
accelerated forward from the 
parked position.

The motorist then rammed 
into an unoccupied car parked 
at the corner of Court Street, 
police said, while paramed-
ics rushed Jimenez, a Man-
hattan resident, to Brooklyn 
Hospital, where doctors pro-
nounced him dead.

The fatal crash took place 
on the set of the Starz drama 

Man dies at TV shoot
“Power” — which the rapper 
born Curtis Jackson, who hails 
from Queens, also stars in — 
according to  reports  and a lo-
cal at the scene when this re-
porter visited.

Cops’ preliminary inves-
tigation revealed the deadly 
collision was likely the result 
of a tragic mistake, and that 
the driver had no intention to 
run over his colleague, accord-
ing to officers from the local 
76th Precinct.

“The motorist and deceased 

were working together when 
the incident happened. This 
was not the case of a speed-
ing driver on the street strik-
ing a pedestrian,” New York’s 
Finest wrote in a post shared 
from the station house’s Twit-
ter account. “Preliminary in-
vestigation indicates a tragic 
operator error occurred.”

Authorities, who are still 
investigating the crash, have 
yet to arrest anyone, officials 
said.
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84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

A pack of six scoundrels 
stole a guy’s cellphone from 
a Fulton Street store on Dec. 
7, police said. 

The victim told cops the 
six baddies grabbed an iP-
hone from the victim and ran 
out of the store near Gallatin 
Place at about 8 pm, breaking 
the glass on the way out, ac-
cording to authorities. 

What a bus-t! 
Cops cuffed a guy for hit-

ting a bus driver while she 
was working on Livingston 
Street on Dec. 7.

The 25-year-old suspect 
socked the 57-year-old driver 
while she was working near 
Hoyt Street at about noon and 
then kicked the glass door of 
the bus, according to author-
ities. Paramedics transported 
the victim to Cobble Hill Hos-
pital. 

Bling bandit
Some sneak stole a wom-

an’s jewelry from her Duff-
ield Street hotel room on Dec. 
2, police said.

The victim told cops she 
left her jewelry bag in a suit-
case in her hotel room near 
Fulton Street before going 
shopping at about 9:30 am 
and when she returned a 
few hours later, noticed one 

Baddies steal phone and break door 

of each pair of her earrings 
were gone, according to au-
thorities. 

Diamond trade 
A con artist stole a diamond 

ring from a Fulton Street mall 
on Nov. 24, police said.

Store owners on Dec. 4 
told cops that the fraudster 
swapped a fake ring for a 
$4,000 real one inside the 
store near Hoyt Street, ac-
cording to authorities. 

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Street attack
Cops cuffed a guy for at-

tacking a man and then steal-
ing his cellphone on DeKalb 
Avenue on Dec. 3. 

The victim told police he 
was leaving work near Cler-
mont Avenue a little before 9 
am when the suspect attacked 
him from behind, cutting his 
face, and grabbed his phone 
from his hand, according to 
authorities. 

Booze bozo 
Some sneak stole a bottle of 

alcohol and an electronic from 
a Flushing Avenue restaurant 

on Dec. 3, police said.
The jerk pried open the 

front door of the eatery near 
Clermont Avenue a little be-
fore 8 am and ran out with a 
bottle of Grey Goose vodka 
and a Samsung tablet, cops 
said. 

No tip 
A nogoodnik swiped cash 

and an electronic from a Myr-
tle Avenue bar on Dec. 4, po-
lice said. 

The cur broke into the bar 
near Classon Avenue at about 
10:45 am and stole a wad of 
cash, a jar of change, and a 
tablet, according to author-
ities. 

Shutterbug
Some lout stole a guy’s 

pricey camera from a park 
bench on S. Oxford Street on 
Dec. 6, police said. 

The victim told cops he was 
sitting on a bench inside a park 
near DeKalb Avenue at about 
9:20 pm when a baddie ran up 
and grabbed his Canon cam-
era with several lenses on it 
and run away towards Brook-
lyn Hospital. 

The victim was sitting with 
his back towards the good-for-

nothing and didn’t see who it 
was, cops said. 

— Julianne Cuba

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Pick and dip
A pickpocket made off with 

a woman’s wallet from inside 
an Atlantic Avenue shopping 
center on Nov. 25.

The victim told police she 
recalls somebody brushing 
against her inside the mall 
near Flatbush Avenue at 4:30 
pm, and that she noticed her 
wallet missing a few minutes 
later when she headed into a 
changing room at a nearby 
clothing store.

No arrests have been made 
in the case, which has been 
closed, cops said.

Hammer time
Cops arrested a woman for 

allegedly using someone’s 
personal information to steal 
a whopping $191,000 worth of 
merchandise from a Second 
Avenue hardware store from 
Oct. 2 through Nov. 26.

The suspect used another 
person’s information to open 
a credit account with the store 
between Ninth and 12th 
streets, where he racked up 
a fortune’s worth of charges, 
while signing the victim’s 
name, according to police.

Police cuffed the suspect 
after her fraud was discov-
ered on Nov. 28, charging 
her with felony grand lar-
ceny, cops said.

Stinky thief
Police have thrown up 

their hands in the hunt for 
the stinky thief who nabbed 
20 sticks of deodorant from 
a Flatbush Avenue pharmacy 
on Nov. 26.

An employee told police 
the crook nabbed the prod-
ucts from the drugstore be-
tween Prospect Place and Sev-
enth Avenue at 7:10 am, before 
fleeing with his ill-gotten an-
tiperspirant.

No arrests have been made 
in the case, which has been 
closed, cops said.

Bad Trek
Some crook rode off with 

a man’s Trek bike he parked 
on Seventh Avenue on Nov. 
30.

The victim told police he 
left his bike locked to a rack 
near Ninth Street at 3 am, and 
returned later that evening to 
find his broken lock lying on 
the ground and his pedal-pow-
ered ride stolen.

No arrests have been made 
and cops closed the case.

Choo-choo
Police arrested a man for 

allegedly stealing a metal 
“Christmas train statue” from 
the front stairs of a man’s Lin-
coln Place home on Dec. 1.

The victim told police he 
spotted the suspect with his 
precious holiday decoration 
left on the steps of his home 
between Sixth and Seventh 
avenues at 1:50 pm.

Police swooped in to cuff 
the sculpture poacher, charg-
ing him with petit larceny, 
cops said. 

72ND PRECINCT 
Sunset Park–Windsor 

Terrace

Strike!
Some ne’er-do-well ab-

sconded with a woman’s 
purse as she played the pins 
at a 37th Street bowling al-
ley on Dec. 9.

The victim told police 
she was gunning for strikes 
at the lanes between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues at 12:15 
am, when the thief snatched 
her bag while her back was 
turned, nabbing an expensive 
camera and iPhone X in the 
process.

No arrests have been made 
in the case, which remains 
open, cops said.

Caught dead
Cops busted a man caught 

trespassing at 25th Street cem-
etery on Dec. 9.

Security at the sprawling 
19th-century necropolis told 
police they spotted the sus-
pect lurking inside the grave-
yard at 11:55 pm, well after 
the boneyard’s 5 pm closing 
time, and claim he tried to 
flee when they approached 
him, at one point busting a 
wooden door.

Police arrested the suspect 
that day, charging him with 
burglary, cops said.

Got milk? 
Police cuffed a 23-year-

old woman for allegedly at-
tacking a worker with a milk 
crate inside a 38th Street ho-
tel on Dec. 5.

The victim told police 
the suspect was upset about 
a problem with her room at 
the inn between Third and 
Fourth avenues at 6 am, when 
she snatched the plastic crate 
and used it to strike her in 
the face.

During the fight, the sus-
pect grabbed the victim’s 
phone and tried to flee with it, 
but reporting officers caught 
her in the hallway of the hotel, 
where she fought with cops 
before they could subdue her, 
according to police, who said 
the suspect is being charged 
with robbery.   
 — Colin Mixson

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter
By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

Only god can judge 
him now.

Cops on Monday cuffed 
 a guy  for peeing on and 
breaking two statues out-
side a Williamsburg church 
on Dec. 2.

The 28-year-old Bush-
wick resident’s arrest 
came roughly a week af-
ter Borough President 
Adams promised to  hand 
over  hundreds of his own 
dollars to leaders of Our 
Lady of Consolation Ro-
man Catholic Church, after 
the man allegedly urinated 
on two statues and knocked 

them to the ground inside 
the Metropolitan Avenue 
house of worship’s court-
yard around 4 am on the 
first Sunday of Advent, the 
Catholic Church’s four-
week season leading up 
to Christmas.

Surveillance footage cap-
tured the blasphemous act 
— the sixth time in nearly 
as many years that suspects 
vandalized the church be-
tween Berry Street and Bed-
ford Avenue — and helped 
authorities ultimately locate 
and cuff their suspect, of-
ficials said.

Police deemed the act a 
hate crime, cops said.

Man cuffed for breaking 
W’burg church’s statues

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

A teenage girl reported 
missing from her Park Slope 
home in September left the 
borough in the company of 
an out-of-state man who met 
her online, and convinced the 
15-year-old to move to his 
Texas motorhome as part of 
a sickening child-pornogra-
phy scheme, according to a 
source familiar with the in-
cident.

The U.S. Attorney for the 
Eastern District of New York 
Richard Donoghue on Dec. 
6 unsealed a federal crimi-
nal complaint charging the 
48-year-old defendant with 
transporting a minor across 
state lines to engage in ille-
gal sexual activity, which car-
ries a maximum sentence of 
life in prison, according to 
John Marzulli, a spokesman 

for Donoghue.
The man began his online 

relationship with the teen in 
August, repeatedly discuss-
ing his desire to have sex with 
her, and telling her to send him 
naked pictures of herself, ac-
cording to Marzulli.

She ultimately agreed to 
join him in Texas, and he 
rented a car and picked her 
up near her Brooklyn home 
before driving her back to 
Texas, Marzulli said.

Investigators traced the girl 
to the man’s home in a trailer 
park using an account she cre-
ated for an adult website, and 
a Sept. 14 e-mail she sent to 
her mother saying she wanted 
to go home, according to com-
plaint documents.

The defendant is in the 
process of being extradited 
to Brooklyn for prosecution, 
according to Marzulli.

Child porn arrest
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Court Street Office
112 Court Street, Brooklyn NY

PLATINUM SAVINGS

2.25%
APY (1)

Court Street Office
112 Court Street
Brooklyn, NY 11201

Mon. - Wed., Frid. 8:00am - 5:00pm
Thursday  8:00am - 6:00pm 
Saturday  9:00am - 2:00pm

(718) 677-4400 | eNorthfield.com

NOW OPEN!

(1) Annual Percentage Yield (APY) subject to change without notice.  A minimum balance of $10.00 is required to open account.  The account will be charged a minimum balance fee of 
$8.00 each statement cycle if the average daily balance for that cycle falls below $2,500.  Fees can reduce earnings. Account balances between $0.01 and $999,998.99 earn 2.25% APY on 
the entire balance.  Account balances $999,999.00 and over earn 0.90% APY on the entire balance.  Transaction limitations apply.  New money, defined as funds not currently on deposit at 
Northfield Bank, are required to open. 

(2) Annual Percentage Yield (APY) subject to change without notice. Minimum balance of $2,500 to open CD.   All account balances above $0.01 will earn the stated APY.  There is a 
substantial penalty for early withdrawals. Fees could reduce earnings.   The maximum CD account balance is $225,000. 

(3) Bonus reward offer is available to new MyChecking, MyChecking 60+, or MyChecking Student customers who do not have an existing or prior Northfield checking account AND who 
meet the required qualifying criteria within 90 calendar days from account opening.  Qualifying criteria is defined as maintaining a $500 average daily balance in the new account AND 
having a monthly recurring direct deposit of $500 or more, AND performing 10 point of sale debit card transactions per month.  Qualifying direct deposits are recurring electronic deposits 
of your paycheck, pension, or government benefits. Person-to-person transfers between your Northfield account or accounts you have at other institutions do not qualify.  Once the 
criteria is met, the reward will be credited to the new MyChecking account no later than 30 business days following the end of the 90 day period.  Account must remain open through the 
qualifying period to receive bonus. Bonus will be reported as taxable income on a 1099-INT.  One bonus per household and offer subject to change without notice.

(4) MyChecking has no monthly service charge when you do one of the following each statement cycle: 1) maintain a minimum average daily balance of $500; OR, 2) have a recurring 
direct deposit totaling $500 or more; OR, 3) perform 10 POS debit card transactions.  Otherwise, an $8.00 monthly service charge will apply.  MyChecking Student and MyChecking 60+ 
have no monthly minimum balance requirements and no monthly service charge.

Offers in effect as of 12/03/18, subject to change without notice, and only available at Court Street office. 

ON BALANCES BELOW $999,998.99

17 MONTH CD

2.75%
APY (2)

10 MONTH CD

2.60%
APY (2)

MEMBER FDIC

Open a MyChecking, MyChecking 60+, or MyChecking Student(4) and maintain a $500 
average monthly balance, have a recurring direct deposit of $500 or more, and perform 
10 POS debit card transactions per month over the first 90 days to earn a $350 bonus(3).

OPEN A MYCHECKING 
ACCOUNT AND EARN 350$ (3)
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Special 3 Course Dinner Menu $2995 pp
Music: Thurs. - Sun.

1464 86th Street (between 14th & 15th Ave.)

Critically Acclaimed Wine List

Established 1971

Now Accepting Holiday Reservations

Parties welcome for all occasions

By Moses Jefferson
Brooklyn Paper

Members of the Brook-
lyn Bar Association packed 
Downtown’s New York Mar-
riott at the Brooklyn Bridge 
on Monday night for the 
group’s annual Foundation 
Dinner, which salutes local 
judges and their civic con-
tributions to Kings County, 
according to the association’s 
president.

“Honorees were chosen be-
cause they reflect different 
parts of the Brooklyn legal 
community and these people 
have done incredible work for 
the residents of the borough,” 
said David Chidekel.

Jurists including Justice 
Rachel Adams, Justice Sylvia 
Ash, Justice Matthew D’Emic, 
Justice Genine Edwards, Jus-
tice Bernard Graham, Jus-
tice Joanne Quinones, and 
Justices Jeffrey and Nancy 
Sunshine celebrated their col-
leagues along with such local 
luminaries as Brooklyn Bar 
Association President-elect 
Frank Carone, Msgr. David 
Cassato, the pastor of Ben-
sonhurst’s Saint Athanasius 
Church, District Attorney 
Eric Gonzalez, civil-rights at-
torney Sanford Rubenstein, 
Democratic Party boss Frank 
Seddio, and other movers and 
shakers over drinks and din-
ner at the festivities.

Justice Quinones received 
one of seven Trailblazer 
Awards handed out by the 
more than century-old orga-
nization at the event, accord-
ing to Chidekel, who said the 
judge’s commitment to giv-
ing back to members of her 
community should be an ex-
ample for all.

Bar Association honors locals

(Above) From left, 44th 
Assembly District Lead-
er Lori Citron Knipel, 
Justice Genine Edwards, 
Justice Pamela Fisher, 
Justice Jeffrey Sunshine, 
Justice Sylvia Ash, Jus-
tice Reginald Boddie, 
Justice Nancy Sunshine, 
and Justice Rachel Ad-
ams. (Left) Brooklyn Bar 
Association President 
David Chidekel pre-
sented Justice Joanne 
Quinones with her Trail-
blazer Award at the as-
sociation’s Foundation 
Dinner on Dec. 10.
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“Judge Quinones is particu-
larly active in the community 
and I respect the work she’s 
done with reading programs for 
young students, with the Wom-
en’s Bar Association — and she 
has a very good reputation as a 
judge as well,” he said.

Other recipients of the 

Trailblazer Award included 
Gonzalez, Justice Larry Mar-
tin, Justice William Miller, 
Justice Marsha Steinhardt, for-
mer Brooklyn Bar Associa-
tion president Aimee Richter, 
and Brooklyn Supreme Court 
Chief Clerk Charles Small.

The legal eagles’ cere-

mony also honored three lo-
cal attorneys: Seddio, a for-
mer Canarsie Assemblyman 
who now runs a private law 
practice, Gov. Cuomo’s coun-
sel Alphonso David, and Jus-
tice Margarita Lopez Torres, 
the current Surrogate of Kings 
County.

Reindeer games
(Left) Niyah Martinez smiled with Rudolph during the 94th Precinct’s annual Christmas party for Green-
point kids on Dec. 8, which local members of New York’s Finest hosted with leaders of film- and television-
production company Broadway Stages, who together handed out more than 900 toys to kids in need as 
part of the event. (Right) Melissa Romero, 5, got her face painted like Rudolph during the bash.
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Hi Santa!
Latoya Ramjit, center left, 
flashed a giant smile while pos-
ing with Old Saint Nick and her 
husband, three kids, and niece 
during Fort Greene Park’s tree 
lighting bash on Dec. 9. Revel-
ers snacked on cookies and hot 
cocoa as youngsters took their 
turns sitting on Santa’s lap, ac-
cording to the mom, who said 
the event’s ample holiday cheer 
and roster of festive activities 
keeps her family coming back 
year after year. “We love it, we 
go every year,” Ramjit said. P
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*Based on A Consumer’s Guide to Medicaid and Child Health Plus Managed Care Plans in New York City 2018. 
Based on ratings of health plans that service NYC.   •  MKT 18.232

���������
See stars at metroplus.org/stars

OPEN ENROLLMENT IS HERE

The Highest Rated 
Health Plan In NYC*

THE ONLY 5-STAR RATING
FOR ADULT, Adolescent 
& Child Care

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

have an architect on board, 
and the fund-raising con-
tinues, we will have a bet-
ter sense of a schedule for 
the pool.”

Landau also is confident 
that the looming reconstruc-
tion of the Brooklyn–Queens 
Expressway’s triple cantile-
ver — which stretches 1.5 
miles between Atlantic Av-
enue and Sands Street, and 
 cuts beneath the stretch of 
Columbia Heights where 
locals currently enter Mid-

dagh Street’s Squibb Park  — 
won’t affect work on the new 
bridge or pool, although he 
conceded that using either 
during the expressway re-
pair may not be a pleasant 
experience.

“It is possible that while 
the BQE is (under) construc-
tion there will be impact of 
the enjoyment of the space 
as it relates to noise and dust, 
but there are things we can 
do operationally to mitigate 
that as well once the pool is 
open,” he said.

Continued from page 1

SQUIBB...

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

Three Williamsburg men 
could spend the rest of their 
lives behind bars after the 
Feds last week arrested and 
charged them for dealing her-
oin in the neighborhood, else-
where in the city, and ship-
ping it across the country.

The defendants’ drug op-
eration showed a f lagrant 
disregard for the law, and 
for the lives of their fellow 
Brooklynites battling addic-
tion to opioids — which  data  
shows caused 1,075 of the 
city’s 1,300 drug-overdose 
deaths in 2016 — according 
to the United States Attor-
ney for the Eastern District 
of New York.

“As alleged, the defen-
dants distributed opioids 
day after day in our com-
munity, feeding addiction 
without regard for the poten-
tially lethal consequences of 
their actions,” said Richard 
Donoghue.

The trio, a 29-year-old, 
34-year-old, and 27-year-old, 
were part of a seven-person 
drug-trafficking ring that 
packaged, distributed, and 
shipped more than a kilo-
gram of the deadly narcotic 
throughout Williamsburg, the 
Bronx, and Hawaii, accord-
ing to prosecutors.

Law-enforcement officials 
on Dec. 5 stormed the Brook-
lynites’ homes — along with 
those of their alleged accom-
plices living in the Bronx, 
Manhattan, Queens, and Ha-

waii — cuffing all seven in-
dividuals, and walking out of 
the residences with roughly 
150 grams of heroin, 350 
glassine envelopes filled with 
the drug intended to be sold 
on the streets, more than five 
pounds of marijuana, other 
drug paraphernalia, upwards 
of $20,000 in cash, and more 
than 150 pairs of sneakers 
worth thousands of dollars, 
prosecutors said.

Police also found a stolen 
gun and more than 80 rounds 
of ammunition in the Queens 
defendant’s home, according 
to authorities.

New York’s Finest teamed 
up with the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation last year to start 
a probe of the defendants, 
using physical surveillance 
and authorized wiretaps to 
monitor their activity.

Officials discovered that 
the septet communicated 
nearly 2,000 times while 
distributing the heroin — 
whose potency they often 
bragged about, calling it 
“fever” and “fire” — across 
the city, and shipping nearly 
$7,000 worth to Hawaii over 
a six-month span, according 
to the Feds.

If convicted, the Williams-
burg men and Queens defen-
dant each face 10 years to life 
in prison, the Hawaii resi-
dent faces five-to-40 years 
behind bars, and the Man-
hattan defendant faces up to 
20 years in the slammer, ac-
cording to the Feds.

W’burg heroin bust

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

They want this developer 
to get in their zone!

Crown Heights civic gurus 
panned a developer’s request 
to rezone a Pacific Street lot 
located in a historically in-
dustrial part of the neighbor-
hood, even as the local lead-
ers hope the city will sign off 
on their own upzoning pro-
posal to bring taller buildings 
to the same area.

But the rezoning sought by 
builder Avo Construction to 
erect an 11-story building with 
commercial and residential 
space, including 39 below-
market-rate rentals, would 
result in a tower that mem-
bers of Community Board 8’s 
Land Use Committee said is 
too large for the plot, which 
they previously asked offi-
cials to upzone — but only 
to allow structures of up to 
eight stories.

“If the board took a posi-
tion and blessed a proposal 
that varied significantly from 
what it has already put for-
ward as a zoning request, 
other folks would look at it 
and say, ‘They’re not really 
serious about it,’ ” said sev-
en-year panel member Gib 
Veconi, who serves on the 

group’s Land Use Commit-
tee, which voted down Avo’s 
upzoning request at a Dec. 6 
meeting.

The proposed high-rise 
at 1010 Pacific St. between 
Grand and Classon avenues is 
located within a roughly six-
square-block area bounded 
by Atlantic Avenue, Bergen 
Street, Grand Avenue, and 
Franklin Avenue, where con-
struction is crippled by zoning 
laws that only permit low-rise 
manufacturing buildings, ac-
cording to CB8 members, who 
claimed the regulations “make 
new development nearly im-
possible” in a letter requesting 
to upzone the area that they 
sent to the Department of City 
Planning in August.

But the board’s rezoning 
proposal — which the city-
planning agency is currently 
reviewing, and recommends 
height limits that vary by street 
— dates back to 2014, when 
members began brainstorming 
ideas to revitalize the area they 
said is plagued by vacant lots 
and the vices those attract, ac-
cording to the chairwoman of 
CB8’s Land Use Committee. 

“Right now it’s vacant lots, 
truck parking, junk yards, and 
at night it’s a nightmare,” said 
Ethel Tyus. “You’re stuck with 
prostitution and everything 

Zoning out
Crown Heights civic gurus 
pan upzoning for complex

else that goes on when peo-
ple aren’t looking.”

The panel first floated its 
rezoning scheme to agency of-
ficials in 2015, claiming de-
velopers of the bigger build-
ings it would allow could be 
required to include below-
market-rate housing as well 
as ground-floor commercial 
spaces for light-industrial use, 
Tyus said.

“We want people to walk 
to work at liveable wage jobs 
in the community,” the chair-
woman said.

But the 1010 Pacific St. de-
velopment’s ground-floor in-
dustrial space is too small, in 
addition to its overall size be-
ing too big for the area, accord-
ing to Veconi, who said his col-
leagues on the panel will likely 
be reluctant to approve upzon-

ing requests for any projects 
that do not fall within the pa-
rameters of the board’s long 
sought after rezoning.

“When you consider the 
board has put forward a vision 
to maximize job potential in 
that area, it makes sense they’d 
like to see the applicant em-
brace that vision,” he said.

A rezoning request submit-
ted by the builder of another 
mixed-used development at 
nearby at 1050 Pacific St., 
however, earned CB8 Land 
Use Committee’s endorse-
ment at the recent meeting, 
due to the complex’s much 
larger street-level industrial 
space and shorter height of 
eight stories, both of which 
Veconi said are in line with 
recommendations made in the 
board’s upzoning proposal still 

under review by the city.
“It’s close enough to the 

board’s vision, it shows that 
economically it could work, 
and people will build it,” he 
said.

The Land Use Commit-
tee’s recommendations on 
each project are purely ad-
visory, and come before an 
expected full board vote on 
each rezoning request at CB8’s 
meeting on Dec. 13, which is 
also advisory.

The separate rezoning re-
quests that are making their 
way through the city’s Uni-
form Land Use Review Pro-
cedure will then go before 
Borough President Adams, 
the City Planning Commis-
sion, Council, and Mayor De-
Blasio — who ultimately has 
the final say on both.

Community Board 8’s Land Use Committee shot down a developer’s rezoning 
request necessary to build this 11-story building at 1010 Pacific St. 
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Apply for Spring 2019: www.citytech.cuny.edu/directadmissions

# 7 in the nation for moving low-income students 
to middle class and beyond —chronicle.com 

EXCELSIOR SCHOLARSHIP 

YOU MAY BE ABLE TO ATTEND  
CITY TECH TUITION-FREE!

57 degree programs, both bachelor’s and associate, leading to careers in tomorrow’s  
economy. IT, healthcare, engineering technology including mechatronics, fashion, market-
ing, entertainment and emerging media, construction and architecture and much more.
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Winter wheel
She’s keeping the party rolling all year!
The host of a summer roller disco party opened 

a new indoor space last week, offering skat-
ers a chance to spin all winter without freezing 
their wheels. The  Dreamland Roller Rink  opened 
on Dec. 7 inside Industry City with a sold-out 
“Spice Girls in Xanadu” party. Host Lola Star, 
known for throwing elaborately themed  roller 
disco events  at the LeFrak Center in Prospect 
Park, said that opening the indoor space was 
the logical next step. 

“In Prospect Park we had our best season 
ever, we were sold out almost every night,” said 
Star. “It was time for me to take my dream to 
the next level.”

The new space, across the courtyard from the 
Industry City food court, will host events Thurs-
days through Sundays until next April.

The rink is decked out with colorful images 
designed to make people happy, said Star. 

“It is covered in rainbows and unicorns and 
disco balls, and there are multi-colored lanterns 
hanging from the ceiling,” she said.

The roller rink has its own bar, and the Fri-
day night gatherings will remain adults-only, 
but Star plans to host kid-friendly events on Sat-
urday and Sunday afternoons. She is excited to 
welcome youngsters to her parties for the first 
time, she said.

“When I talk about the roller disco experi-
ence, people go ‘Oh, when I was a kid, that was 
where I held a boy’s hand for the first time, it’s 
where I went with my friends,’ ” said Star. “I’m 
excited to provide that experience for the kids 
of Brooklyn, and to help adults relive that ex-
perience.”

The Saturday roll-a-rama events will feature 
a costumed mascot named Sarah Sparkles — 
a roller-skating slice of pizza with glitter pep-
peroni — which was the most New York mas-
cot Star could think of. 

Sunday afternoon “Groov-a-licious” roller 
disco parties will welcome both kids and 
adults.

Dreamland Roller Rink (233 37th St. at Second 
Avenue in Sunset Park, www.dreamlandroller-
rink.com). Thu, noon–3 pm; Fri, 7:30–10:30 pm; 
Sat, 1–4 pm; Sun, 1–4 pm. $12–$20 (includes 
skate rental).  — Bill Roundy

PA R T Y

By Julianne McShane
Brooklyn Paper

R
ing in 2019 in the better borough!

There is no need to subject yourself 
to the misery of trekking to the distant 

isle of Manhattan to watch the ball drop on 
New Year’s Eve — whether you prefer a 
fireworks display, an all-night dance party, 
a beer bash, or a candlelit yoga class, there 
are plenty of ways to celebrate the auld lang 
syne right here in Kings County. 

Music marathon 
When the ball drops, the Bushwick 

dance party Odyssey will just be getting 
started! Your feet might get tired after 27 
hours of dancing at Avant Gardner, but 
your ears will stay fresh from the variety 
of sounds on offer: four stages worth of 
underground artists — including Honey 
Dijon, Lee Burridge, and Tale of Us — 
will spin their hits. And a bevy of local 
food vendors will offer grub to keep you 
fueled for the dance floor. 

Avant Gardner [140 Stewart Ave. at 
Meserole Street in Williamsburg, (347) 
987–3146, www.avant-gardner.com]. Dec. 
31 at 9 pm to Jan. 1 at 11:59 pm. $101.25.

Party with a view 
Ring in the New Year on a luxurious 

note at Westlight, the William Vale Ho-
tel’s 22nd floor rooftop bar overlooking 
the twinkling lights of the distant isle of 
Manhattan — and the many parties hap-
pening around you in Williamsburg. The 
party has a hefty price, but it features an 
open bar, passed canapés, live tunes from 
the Borough Boys band, and a champagne 
toast when the clock strikes midnight. 

Westlight at the William Vale [111 N. 
12th St. at Wythe Avenue in Williamsburg, 
(718) 307–7100, www.westlightnyc.com/
events]. 9 pm–4 am. $250. 

Brew year’s eve
At Brooklyn Brewery’s recently reno-

vated taproom, you can celebrate a new 
year and new beers, as you sample your 
way through the taps of its open bar, which 
should give you the courage to bust a move 
to the tunes spun by DJ Tekit Izi. When the 
clock strikes midnight, you can toast with a 
previously unreleased “Ghost Bottle” from 
the brewery’s barrel-aging facility. 

Brooklyn Brewery taproom (79 N. 11th 
St. between Berry Street and Wythe Ave-
nue in Williamsburg, www.brooklynbrew-
ery.com). 10 pm. $115.

Dance the year away  
C’mon out and party at C’mon Everybody, 

where DJ Rich Medina will spin house, ga-
rage, and other dance grooves all night long. 
The party will only stop for a complimen-
tary champagne toast at midnight. 

C’mon Everybody (325 Franklin Ave. 
between Clifton Place and Greene Avenue 
in Crown Heights, www.cmoneverybody.
com). 10 pm–4 am. $40 ($35 in advance, 
$75 VIP). 

Light up the night 
Take in a dazzling display of fireworks 

exploding over Prospect Park to welcome 
2019. The 39th Annual New Year’s Eve 
Fireworks event, co-sponsored by the Pros-
pect Park Alliance and Borough President 
Adams, will welcome thousands to Grand 
Army Plaza, where families can sip on hot 
cocoa and listen to local band Quintessen-
tial Playlist before the big bangs!

Grand Army Plaza (Flatbush Avenue 
at Eastern Parkway in Prospect Heights, 
www.prospectpark.org). 10:30 pm–12:30 
am. Free.

Om to the New Year
Instead of indulging in a bacchanalian 

display, greet the new year with peace and 
serenity at a candlelit yoga class in Park 
Slope. Bend, stretch, and flex your way 
through a vinyasa flow and restorative yoga 
class, followed by a meditation session — 
all accompanied by live tunes from musi-
cian Nora Heilmann on the African kalimba 
and the Australian didgeridoo. Post-class, 
quench your thirst and toast the new year 
with a glass of champagne. 

Bend and Bloom Yoga [708 Sackett 
St. between Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Park Slope, (347) 987–3162, www.ben-
dandbloom.com]. 10 pm–midnight. $55 
($40 until Dec. 15). 

Reverse the clock
2018 was not a great year, and we have 

our doubts about 2019. So let’s head back 
to the early 2000s instead! You can dance 

to throwback hits from the early aughts 
at Union Hall’s affordably priced “New 
Year’s Eve Time Machine” bash — and 
the cheap ticket mean you will have plenty 
left over for drinks! 

Union Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth Av-
enue in Park Slope, (718) 638–4400, www.
unionhallny.com]. 8 pm–close. $5.

Charming band 
Or you can throw it back to the 1980s at 

“New Year’s Eve with the Smiths,” star-
ring the Sons and Heirs, a four-man tribute 
band honoring the British rock group. The 
band plays with opening act Gigantic — a 
Pixies tribute band — and DJ Ceremony 
will lead the New Year’s Eve countdown 
and complimentary champagne toast, and 
will host a post-midnight dance party, spin-
ning1980s alternative hits. 

Littlefield (635 Sackett St. between 
Third and Fourth avenues in Gowanus, 
www.littlefieldnyc.com). 10 pm. $25 ($20 
in advance, $5 after midnight). 

Party in the sky 
Bundle up and head to the People’s Play-

ground to welcome the new year at a fam-
ily-friendly midnight waterfront fireworks 
display, co-sponsored by the Alliance for 
Coney Island. Live bands will play on the 
boardwalk until midnight, when fireworks 
will crackle through the sky and the Para-
chute Jump will light up bright.

Steeplechase Plaza (on the Boardwalk 
between W. 16th and W. 19th streets in 
Coney Island, www.allianceforconeyis-
land.org). 9 pm–midnight. Free.

Freak out 
Let your freak flag fly as you wave good-

bye to 2018 at Coney Island USA’s adults-
only New Year’s Eve bash. “How Cool is 
This New Year’s Eve Party?” will feature 
half-price beer and wine before midnight, 
and a performance-art duel between the un-
official mayor of Coney Island, Dick Zigun, 
and the unofficial Queen of Coney Island, 
Bambi the Mermaid. The party will take a 
brief break just before midnight to watch 
the fireworks, which will be followed by 
an outdoor fire-eating performance!

Coney Island USA [1214 Surf Ave. at 
W. 12th Street in Coney Island, (718) 372–
5159, www.coneyisland.com]. 8 pm–2 am. 
$50 ($40 in advance). 

Reading picks
Greenlight Bookstore’s pick: 
“Everyday Dorie,” by Dorie Greenspan

I really like Dorie Greenspan’s cookbooks 
— and not just be-
cause there is usu-
ally a strong focus 
on the dessert part 
of the meal, though 
that does not hurt 
her cause! Her lat-
est effort, subtitled 
“The Way I Cook,” 
does not stint on 
tasty chocolatey 
treats, but it also 
deals elegantly with 

the other courses. And she balances the just right 
amount of storytelling with excellent instructions. 
“Everyday Dorie” is a dream compendium of 
meal ideas that are both sophisticated (in taste) 
and straightforward (in execution).

— Alexis Akre, Greenlight Bookstore [686 
Fulton St. between S. Elliott Place and S. Port-
land Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 246–0200, 
 www.greenlightbookstore.com ].

Word’s picks: “The Corrections,” by 
Jonathan Franzen

It is easy to forget 
this, but “The Correc-
tions” is — among many 
other things — a Christ-
mas story. Harrowing 
and deeply astringent, 
it nonetheless captures, 
with piercing accuracy, 
the feeling of returning 
from the big city to a 
small hometown for the 
holidays.

— Mike Lindgren, Word [126 Franklin St. at 
Milton Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096, 
 www.wordbookstores.com ].

Community Bookstore’s pick: “Tell 
Them of Battles, Kings, and Elephants,” 

by Mathias Enard
Enard’s latest novel 

is a dreamlike evocation 
of 16th-century Turkey. 
A historical fiction that 
is full of strange inven-
tions, it follows the art-
ist Michelangelo as he is 
lured away from Rome 
and the Pope to Con-
stantinople. While de-
signing a bridge for the 
Sultan Bayezid, Michel-

angelo whiles away his hours in an uncanny 
reverie — a state you will also find yourself in, 
while reading this charming novel.

— Samuel Partal, Community Bookstore [43 
Seventh Ave. between Carroll Street and Gar-
field Place in Park Slope, (718) 783–3075,  www.
commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

B O O KS

Party of the year
10 amazing spots to celebrate New Year’s Eve in Brooklyn

Light ‘em up: Fireworks will shoot off at the stroke of midnight in Prospect Park, ringing in 2019 with a bang.
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The place to be: Coney Island’s Parachute Jump will light up bright at the 
stroke of midnight on New Year’s Eve.
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
Dec. 14

Going nuts
The Mark Morris 
Dance Group’s “The 
Hard Nut” opens its 
two-week run tonight 
at the Brooklyn Acad-
emy of Music. This 
fun take on “The Nut-
cracker” updates the 
story to the 1970s, 
with dancing robots 
and Barbie figures, a 
scary Mouse King 
and Queen, and stu-
dents from local 
schools providing a 
live chorus.

7:30 pm at BAM Howard 
Gilman Opera House (30 
Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. 
Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, www.bam.org). 
$25–$125.

SATURDAY
Dec. 15

Wizards 
rock!
Apparate to an early 
show at the Bell 
House, where Harry 
and the Potters will 
host the Ninth Annual 
Harry Potter’s Yule 
Ball. The founders of 
“wizard rock” will sing 
high-energy tunes 
about Quidditch, and 
giant spiders along 
with supporting acts 
the Whomping Wil-
lows, Tonks and the 
Aurors, and the 
Swedish Shortsnouts.

5 pm at the Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510, www.thebell-
houseny.com]. $22.

SUNDAY
Dec. 16 

Hit the 
road, Jack
Local honky-tonker 
Sean Kershaw and the 
New Jack Ramblers 
have played regularly 
at Hank’s Saloon since 
2001 — when both 
the bar and the band 
had a different name. 
But with the Saloon 
set to move Down-
town in the new year, 
this will be his last 
performance in the 
Atlantic Avenue 
space.  

1 pm at Hank’s Saloon [46 
Third Ave. at Atlantic 
Avenue in Boerum Hill, 
(718) 625–8003], www.
exitfive.com/hankssaloon. 
Free.

TUESDAY
Dec. 18

Skate tiny 
reindeer
Santa Claus will hit 
the ice this afternoon 
— and you can join 
him! The first 100 
skaters to show up at 
this free event, spon-
sored by Methodist 
Hospital and the Pros-
pect Park Alliance, 
will also get free hot 
chocolate. Bring your 
own ice skates to 
“Free Skate with 
Santa,” or rent a pair 
for $7.

3–6 pm at LeFrak Center 
at Lakeside [171 East Dr. at 
Ocean Avenue in Prospect 
Park, (718) 462–0010, www.
lakesidebrooklyn.com]. 
Free (skate rental $7).

WEDNESDAY
Dec. 19

XXX-mas
Unwrap a naughty 
Christmas show at the 
“House of Yes X-mas 
Spectacular” — an 
annual extravaganza 
of scantily-clad elves, 
gay angels, and high-
flying reindeer on aer-
ial equipment. The 
saucy show, directed 
and choreographed 
by the founders of 
the nightlife venue, 
will run through Sun-
day, Dec. 23. 

8 pm at the House of Yes 
[2 Wyckoff Ave. at 
Jefferson Street in 
Bushwick, (646) 838–4937, 
www.houseofyes.org]. $35 
($75 VIP). 

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, DEC. 14
MUSIC, THE BAD SANTAS: The 10-

piece band raises cash for Win, 
a women and children’s shelter. 
$15–$20. 7 pm. Union Pool [484 
Union Ave. at Meeker Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 609–0484], www.
union-pool.com. 

DANCE, “BROOKLYN NUT-
CRACKER”: Brooklyn Ballet’s annual 
production adds fl ex, hip-hop, and 
world dance traditions to its bal-
let performance. $25–$110. 7 pm. 
Kings Theatre (1027 Flatbush Ave. 
between Beverly Road and Tilden 
Avenue in Flatbush), www.kingsthe-
atre.com. 

THEATER, “NERVOUS/SYSTEM”: This 
performance brings together video 
mapping, innovative lighting and 3D 
sound spatialization to uncover ev-
eryday human stories hidden in plain 
sight. $25. 7:30 pm. BAM Fisher 
(321 Ashland Pl. between Hansen 
Place and Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene), www.bam.org. 

THEATER, AGATHA CHRISTIE’S “AP-
POINTMENT WITH DEATH”: A 
classic murder mystery set among a 
group of strangers on an expedition 
to the rose city of Petra. $25 ($20 
seniors and students). 8 pm. Gallery 
Players [199 14th St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park Slope, (212) 
352–3101], www.galleryplayers.com. 

FILM, “TERMS AND CONDITIONS”: 
This collection of short fi lms explores 
the impact of technology on privacy, 
social movements, and life today. 
Free. 8 pm. Industry City (220 36th 
Street between Second and Third 
Avenues in Sunset Park). 

THEATER, “BLACK IS BEAUTIFUL, 
BUT IT AIN’T ALWAYS PRETTY”: 
Writer Kareen M. Lucas performs a 
poem he wrote about the memory 
of a wild night in New York City and 
the commonalities between Black 
men in America. $18. 8 pm. Jack (505 
Waverly Ave. between Fulton Street 
and Atlantic Avenue in Clinton Hill), 
www.jackny.org. 

COMEDY, LO-FI NYC’S HOLIDAY 
SPEC-TRASH-ULAR!: A festive, ir-
reverent comedy mashup of gonzo 
sketches, stand-up, and characters, 
all with a holiday theme. $10. 10:30 
pm. Union Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 638–
4400], www.unionhallny.com. 

SAT, DEC. 15
TOUR, RUNSTREET UGLY SWEATER 

5K ART RUN: A relaxed, 5K run past 
murals and street art, while wearing 
ugly sweaters. $25. 11 am. Urban-
Glass [647 Fulton St. at Rockwell 
Place in Fort Greene, (347) 785–
3256], www.runstreet.com. 

MARKET, FAD HOLIDAY MAKERS 
MARKET: A holiday bazaar with 70 
independent designers showcasing 
handcrafted jewelry, apparel, bath 
and body care, tableware and home 
furnishings. Free. 11 am–7 pm. City 
Point [445 Albee Square West be-
tween Fulton and Willoughby streets 
in Downtown, (718) 513–2547], www.
fadmarket.co. 

MARKET, HOLIDAY MARKET AND 
KRAMPUS FESTIVUS TATTOO 
FLASH EVENT: A multi-vendor 
market featuring handmade crafts, 
zines, vintage and more! Free. 
Noon–8 pm. Subversive Tattoo and 
Tarot (141 Engert Ave. at Humboldt 
Street in Greenpoint), www.subver-
sivetattooparlor.com. 

THIRD ANNUAL CASKIVERSARY: At-
tendees get a special anniversary 
glass, plus two pours for $20, or indi-
vidual 10oz pours for $5 each. Free. 
Noon–midnight. Strong Rope Brew-
ery [574 President St. between Third 
and Fourth avenues in Gowanus, 
(929) 337–8699], www.strongrope-
brewery.com. 

COMEDY, NOTORIOUS D&D: Watch 
a live game of Dungeons and Drag-
ons, and get involved in the action. 
Free. 5 pm. Pine Box Rock Shop [12 
Grattan St. between Bogart Street 
and Morgan Avenue in Bushwick, 
(718) 366–6311], www.pineboxrock-
shop.com. 

DANCE, ARABIC NIGHTS IN BROOK-
LYN: A dance spectacle presented 
as part of cultural diplomacy series. 
$20 ($15 seniors and students). 

See 9 DAYS on page 12

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

FRI, DEC. 14
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS V 

WASHINGTON WIZARDS: $30–
$2,673. 7:30 pm

SAT, DEC. 15
MUSIC, GHOST: $48–$73. 8 pm.

SUN, DEC. 16
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS V AT-

LANTIC HAWKS: $19–$2,500. 
3 pm.

TUE, DEC. 18
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS V LOS 

ANGELES LAKERS: $104–
$3,529. 7:30 pm.

WED, DEC. 19
READING, MICHELLE OBAMA: 

The former First Lady reads from 
her new book — again! $851–
$1,106. 8 pm.

FRI, DEC. 21
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS V IN-

DIANA PACERS: $35–$3,334. 
7:30 pm.

COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

Back to Brooklyn: Former First Lady Michelle Obama re-
turns to Barclays Center on Dec. 19, after her first event 
there sold out.
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By Kevin Duggan
Brooklyn Paper

C
all it the Jingle Bell House.

The Sweetback Sisters will bring 
the gift of honky-tonk yuletide 

tunes back to the Bell House on Dec. 
19, while celebrating its 10th Annual 
Country Christmas Sing-along Spec-
tacular. 

At the show, the seven-piece will play 
holiday favorites arranged for public 
participation and performed in country, 
Americana, and swing styles, in a red-
and-green extravaganza that has been 
growing for the past decade, according 
to one of the band’s titular singers.

“Our motto is that nothing is too much 
trouble for Christmas, so we are defi-
nitely pulling out everything we have,” 
said Emily Miller, who forms the vocal 
center of the band along with her friend 
(and not relation) Zara Bode.

The Christmas spectacular started 
with a modest show at Red Hook’s Ja-
lopy Theatre in 2009, but now includes 
several stockings-full of songs to get 
people in the holiday spirit, including 
“Sleigh Ride,” “The Christmas Song,” 
and the old-timey classic “Christmas 
Island,” made famous by the Andrews 
Sisters and Bing Crosby.

When the band formed around the 
two singers in 2006, they drew inspi-
ration from the distinctive sound  of 
early 20th-century family acts, like the 
Andrews Sisters, the Louvin Broth-
ers, and the Carter Family, according 
to Miller. 

“There were a lot of brother and sister 
duets in country music, so we wanted 
to do the same thing with our vocal 
harmonies,” she said.

The band grew to include guitar, bass, 
drums, and a fiddle, and this year will 
debut as a seven-piece, introducing an 
organ and a saxophone for the first time, 
Miller said. 

The band’s annual Christmas tour is 
its most popular show, and each year 
draws more people, said Miller. The 
holiday spectacular moved to the Bell 
House in 2015, where the crowds im-
mediately made use of the larger digs, 
Miller said.

“The first year at the Bell House we 
had a spontaneous conga line during 
the encore,” she said.

The show attracts new Christmas 
fans each year, along with long-time 
carolers who have made a tradition of 
attending the show, Miller said.

“It’s a broad range of people coming, 
everyone from people in their 20s who 
might’ve just moved to New York and 
are enjoying their own new holiday tra-
ditions, to older families,” she said.

Miller and Bode have each moved 
out of King County, going from Car-
roll Gardens to West Virginia and from 
Downtown to Vermont, respectively, 
but the borough remains the band’s 
spiritual home.

“We still consider Brooklyn a home 
of the band, because it started there,” 
Miller said, and because Bell House 
crowds consistently give the group a 
warm welcome.

“The crowd is equally a part of mak-
ing the show — the Brooklyn show es-
pecially — and I always look forward 
to singing really loudly with people in 
Brooklyn,” she said.

Honky-tonk holidays
Sweetback Sisters hold 10th annual sing-along

Yule love it: Ex-Brooklynites Emily Miller and Zara Bode will return to 
the borough for the “10th Annual Sweetback Sisters Country Christmas 
Sing-Along Spectacular,” which will fill the Bell House with honky-tonk 
arrangements of holiday favorites on Dec. 19.
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“The Sweetback Sisters Country 
Christmas Sing-along Spectacular” 
at the Bell House [149 Seventh St., 
between Second and Third avenues 
in Gowanus, www.thebellhouseny.
com]. Dec. 19 at 7:30 pm. $20 ($15 
in advance).

M U S I C
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7:30 pm. Brooklyn Arts 
Exchange (421 Fifth Av-
enue between Seventh 
and Eighth Streets in Park 
Slope), www.bax.org. 

MARKET, HOLIDAY NIGHT 
MARKET IN THE TAST-
ING ROOM: The Brooklyn 
Brewery hosts a market of 
handcrafted goods. Free. 
7:30–11:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Brewery [79 N. 11th St. be-
tween Wythe Avenue and 
Berry Street in Williams-
burg, (718) 486–7422], www.
brooklynbrewery.com. 

COMEDY, PHOEBE 
SPRINGER RAPHAEL 
CHRISTMAS SPECIAL: This 
daytime talk show parody 
features the troubled mar-
riage of Santa and Mrs. 
Claus. Free. 9:30 pm. Pine 

Box Rock Shop [12 Grattan 
St. between Bogart Street 
and Morgan Avenue in 
Bushwick, (718) 366–6311], 
www.pineboxrockshop.
com. 

SUN, DEC. 16
FAMILY, THE MUSIC OF THE 

BEATLES: The Rock and Roll 
Playhouse is hosting this 
fun holiday party. $12 (Free 
for children under 1). 11 am. 
Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe 
Ave. between N. 11th and 
N. 12th streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 963–3369], 
www.brooklynbowl.com.

MARKET, MINI BOOK SALE: 
Peruse a selection of cu-
rated books and media 
available for three dollars 
and less. Proceeds will ben-
efi t the Brooklyn Public Li-
brary. Cash only. Free. 1:30 
– 4:30 pm. Brooklyn Public 
Library’s Central branch [10 
Grand Army Plaza between 

Eastern Parkway and Flat-
bush Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 230–2100], 
www.bklynlibrary.org. 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN SYM-
PHONY ORCHESTRA’S 
SEASONAL CONCERT: 
A family-friendly concert 
featuring Malcolm Arnold’s 
“Grand, Grand Overture,” 
and the musical murder 
mystery “The Composer Is 
Dead,” with music by Ben-
jamin Stookey and text by 
Lemony Snickett. $25 ($20 
in advance). 2 pm. Brooklyn 
Museum [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000], www.brooklyn-
museum.org. 

NIGHTLIFE, JAZZ AGE TEA 
DANCE: Michael Arenella 
and his Dreamland Orches-
tra play fox trots, waltzes, 
Latin, and musical novelties. 
With complimentary holiday 
sweets and teas. $35–$70. 2 
pm. Bell House [149 Seventh 

St. at Third Avenue in Gow-
anus, (718) 643–6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com. 

CHRISTMAS CAROL SER-
VICE: Show up to sing tradi-
tional carols from the United 
States, then the Plymouth 
Choir will perform carols 
from around the world. 
Free. 5:45 pm. Plymouth 
Church [75 Hicks St. at Or-
ange Street in Cobble Hill, 
(718) 624–9385], plymouth-
church.org. 

FILM, CARTOON CARNIVAL’S 
SANTA LAND: Cartoon his-
torian Tommy Jose Stathes 
showcases some of the 
weirdest classic Christmas 
cartoons. With live musical 
accompaniment by Charlie 
Judkins. $10. 7 pm. Melrose 
[389 Melrose St. between 
Irving and Knickerbocker 
avenues in Bushwick, (718) 
415–1025], www.tommy-
jose.com/screenings.html. 

MON, DEC. 17
COMEDY, ASK ME ANOTHER 

WITH JAY PHARAOH: 
Ophira Eisenberg hosts 
this talk and trivia show, 
with “Saturday Night Live” 
player Jay Pharoah. $15. 
6:45 pm. Bell House [149 
Seventh St. at Third Avenue 
in Gowanus, (718) 643–
6510], www.thebellhouseny.
com. 

READING, “LOVE OF MY 
LIFE” BY SEONJAE KIM: 
A play about two girls who 
meet at boarding school, 
told in Korean and English. 
Part of the Starr’s new play 
reading series. Free. 8 pm. 
Bushwick Starr (207 Starr St. 
between Irving and Wykoff 
avenues in Bushwick), www.
thebushwickstarr.org.

COMEDY, CHICKEN, ROAD, 
LOL!: Weekly comedy open 
mic at a gay bar. Five min-
utes to work on your stuff. 
Free. 8 pm. Excelsior [563 

Fifth Ave. between 15th and 
16th streets in Park Slope, 
(718) 788–2710], www.wig-
bate.com. 

TUES, DEC. 18
COMEDY, “IT’S A GUY 

THING” HOLIDAY SPEC-
TACULAR: Comedians give 
lectures on “guy stuff” to 
Mitra Jouhari, Catherine 
Cohen, and Patti Harrison. 
$10. 8 pm. Bell House [149 
Seventh St. at Third Avenue 
in Gowanus, (718) 643–
6510], www.thebellhouseny.
com. 

READING, “HOTFIREPOET-
ICS” BY DIANE EXAVIER: 
A play about a man ventur-
ing to the land of the dead 
to bring back his wife. Part 
of a new play reading se-
ries. Free. 8 pm. Bushwick 
Starr (207 Starr St. between 
Irving and Wykoff avenues 
in Bushwick), www.thebush-
wickstarr.org. 

ORGANIC

Oranges $$599599
4 lb. bag4 lb. bag

3gu y sfrombrook ly n .com

Red Potatos

¢¢5959lb.lb.

12/12 7AM -12/17 7PM
SALE STARTS 12 13 14 15 16 17

GREAT DEAL!

Roasted
Almonds

$$499499
lb.lb.

SPECIAL!

Apple Cider
$$199199

64 oz.64 oz.

ORGANIC

Bananas ¢¢7979lb.lb.

Hass Avocado
$$44forfor55

California Walnuts
$$179179

lb.lb.

Seedless Cucumbers

forfor33$$199199

Seedless Grapes
$$129129

lb.lb.

Mushrooms

¢¢9999
8 oz. pkg8 oz. pkg

Seedless Navel Oranges

forfor99$$199199
Jumbo Sweet
Gold Pineapples

$$44forfor22

Greek Yogurt

¢¢9999
5.3 oz.5.3 oz.

D

Tomato Ketchup
$$129129

24 oz.24 oz.

Loaf Cakes

D

$$44forfor22
Egg Nog

$$199199
1 qt.1 qt.

D

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 10

WED, DEC. 19
MUSIC, A DINNER PARTY 

WITH AISHA BADRU: The 
musician performs at an in-
timate, three-course Italian 
dinner. $50. 7 pm. Le Fan-
fare [1103 Manhattan Ave. 
between Clay and Dupont 
streets in Greenpoint, (914) 
419–2943], www.thewild-
honeypie.com. 

COMEDY, THE JONES FAM-
ILY RETRO SHOW HOLI-
DAY SPECTACULAR: The 
Jones Sisters dress as fa-
mous rock stars and present 
characters, drag, musical 
performances, burlesque, 
puppets, and more in this 
homage to 1970s holiday 
specials. $15 ($12 in ad-
vance). 8 pm. Knitting Fac-
tory [361 Metropolitan Ave. 
at Havemeyer Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (347) 529–6696], 
bk.knittingfactory.com. 

COMEDY, OPEN FA LA LA LA 
FLAME: The comedy open 
mic Open Flame hosts a hol-
iday party, with comedians, 
a dance party, and a winter 
clothing drive. $10 ($8 in 
advance). 8 pm. Littlefi eld 
(635 Sackett St., btwn. Third 
& Fourth Aves. in Gowanus), 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com

MUSIC, MUSIC IS THE DRUG 
RECORDS HOLIDAY EX-
TRAVAGANZA: Corey 
Biggs presents the bands 
Rockstar, Diezel, and Paul-
2Paul. Free. 8 pm. Rose 
Gold [96 Morgan Ave. at 
Ingraham Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (914) 218–0110], 
coreybiggs.me. 

THURS, DEC. 20
NIGHTLIFE, A DRINKING 

GAME NYC PRESENTS 
“THE SANTA CLAUSE”: A 
live staged reading of the 
Tim Allen fi lm, with the au-
dience drinking at certain 
phrases. $15. 6:30 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

FUND-RAISER, BILL FRISELL’S 
BENEFIT FOR ROULETTE: 
Guitarist and composer Bill 
Frisell performs new work 
from his recently released 
album “Music IS.” All pro-
ceeds from the concert go 
toward Roulette’s Future 
Fund. $45 ($35 in advance). 
8 pm. Roulette [509 Atlan-
tic Ave. at Third Avenue 
in Boerum Hill, (917) 267–
0363], www.roulette.org. 

MUSIC, FIDES KRUCKER 
AND TIM MOTZER: Duo 
with Toronto avant-garde 
opera vocalist Fides Krucker 
and guitarist Tim Motzer. 
$15. 8:30 pm. Areté Venue 
and Gallery (67 West Street 
#103, between Noble and 
Milton Streets in Williams-
burg), www.aretevenue.
com. 

NIGHTLIFE, MIZZ Q-TRAIN: 
Twelve contestants will 
compete for the title of 
Mizz Q-Train at this weekly 
Winter Wonderland-
themed event. Free. 9 pm. 

Sycamore [1118 Cortelyou 
Rd. between Stratford and 
Westminster roads in Dit-
mas Park, (347) 240–5850], 
www.sycamorebrooklyn.
com. 

FRI, DEC. 21
MUSIC, WINTERIZE: A par-

ticipatory performance of 
Schubert’s 1828 song cycle 
“Winterreise,” where bari-
tone Tobias Greenhalgh 
leads the music through 
the garden while audience 
members provide the musi-
cal backing with hand-held 
radios playing the original 
score. Free. Noon. Brook-
lyn Botanic Garden [1000 
Washington Ave., at Eastern 
Parkway in Crown Heights, 
(718) 623–7220], www.bbg.
org. 

DANCE, FLATFOOT FLAT-
BUSH: A free, participatory 
fl atfooting parade with live 
music. Part of Make Music 
New York. Free. 5:15 pm. 
M&T Bank [184 Sterling Pl. 
at Flatbush Avenue; to 354 
Flatbush Ave. at Dekalb 
Avenue Downtown, (510) 
847–5781], www.porchs-
tomp.com. 

ART, WINTER SOLSTICE 
CONCERT: Phill Niblock 
stages his annual six-hour 
concert of acoustic and 
electronic music and mixed 
media fi lm and video. $25 
($18 in advance). 6 pm. 
Roulette [509 Atlantic Ave. 
at Third Avenue in Boerum 
Hill, (917) 267–0363], www.
roulette.org. 

DINING, CHOW AND JUDA-
ISM: Explore the links be-
tween Chinese food and the 
Jewish community at this 
immersive event, with com-
edy, discussion, cooking 
demonstrations, and a ko-
sher Chinese Night Market. 
$55. 6:30 pm. Museum of 
Food and Drink [62 Bayard 
St. between Lorimer and 
Leonard streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 387–2845]. 

SAT, DEC. 22
DANCE, HOUSE OF YES 

XMAS SPECTACULAR 
2018: An evening of danc-
ing presents, Xxxmas trees, 
sexy Santas, gayngels, and 
all of your other holiday fa-
vorites. $25–$75. 5:30–8:30 
pm. House of Yes (2 Wyck-
off Ave. at Jefferson Street 
in Bushwick), www.house-
ofyes.org. 

COMEDY, YOURSELF YOUR 
BODY: A comedic variety 
show discussing our hearts, 
farts, and strange parts. $8. 
7 pm. Union Hall [702 Union 
St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

COMEDY, CHEAP DATE HOL-
IDAY EXTRAVAGANZA: 
Comedians and free snacks. 
Hosted by Sharron Paul and 
Calvin Cole. $8. 9:30 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400], www.
unionhallny.com.
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162 Montague St, 2nd Floor, Brooklyn Heights
(718) 522-5555/58  Fax: (718) 522-7555
www.nanatori.com  OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

FREE
DELIVERY

$10 
MIN

Fine Japanese cuisine, plus full 
sushi bar, for lunch or dinner

Get daily updates on news in your 
neighborhood by signing up for our 

daily e-mail updates at 

BrooklynPaper.com/updates

STAY INFORMED!

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

T
ake a mini-escape!

The owners of a pirate-themed 
miniature golf course in Red Hook 

have launched a new adventure: a trio 
of tiny escape rooms. Each of the three 
chambers — a space station, a haunted 
house, and an abandoned ancient temple 
— holds five people at a time, and visi-
tors have just 25 minutes to get out. The 
shrunken version of the popular game 
rooms, which typically give groups of 
up to 12 people an hour to solve a se-
ries of puzzles, lets people try the es-
cape room experience without mak-
ing a big commitment, said the owner 
of Shipwrecked. 

“It’s for people who have never 
done it before to kind of dip their 
toe in,” said Ryan Powers, who lives 
in Greenwood Heights. “It’s much 
easier to go in and get a taste for it 
— you don’t have to commit to an 
hour-long experience or being with 
a bunch of strangers.”

And if the 25-minute sample gets 
you hooked, the other two escape rooms 
are waiting right there, said Powers. 

“If you like doing the first one, you 
can hop in and do other the other two 
if you want,” he said. 

Powers and his co-owner, who both 
have a background building Broadway 

sets, made elaborate lagoons, islands, 
and an 18th-century town for the mini-
golf portion of Shipwrecked, but they 
chose to ditch the pirate theme for the 

’wreck rooms, in order to provide some 
relief from the nautical immersion. 

“It’s for people who come here who 
don’t like pirate-themed things, and 
want something to do as well,” said 
Powers. 

Creating the abandoned temple 
room gave Powers an excuse to in-
clude an Indiana Jones skeleton, he 
said, and adding a spooky — but not 
gory — haunted house area was a 
no-brainer.

“We definitely want a haunted one; 
come Halloween that is going to be 

super popular. Our haunted is more 
fun-haunted than gory-haunted,” 
he said.

The miniature escape rooms in-
volve some special effects and theat-
rical lighting to really challenge vis-
itors, said Powers. 

“There’s a lot of technology in-
volved, rather than just a lock and key 
— we like technology,” he said. 

For now, the three mini-escape 
rooms are only open Friday through 
Sunday, but eventually will be open 
six days as week, said Powers.

The ‘Escape’ artists
Mini-golf creators add mini-escape rooms

He never escaped: An Indi-
ana Jones skeleton waits in the 
abandoned temple mini-escape 
room at Shipwrecked. (Left) A 
player marks a high-tech magic 
circle while trying to solve the 
haunted house room.
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Escape Deck at Shipwrecked 
[621 Court St. at Bay Street in 
Red Hook, (718) 852–4653, www.
shipwreckednyc.com]. Fri, 3 pm–
midnight; Sat, 11 am–midnight; 
Sun, 11 am–10 pm. $19 per person 
($85 for fi ve people).

F U N

By Bill Roundy
Brooklyn Paper

W
hat the Dickens?

The classic Charles Dick-
ens story of the miser Scrooge, 

Tiny Tim, and the Ghosts of Christ-
mas Past, Present, and Yet to Come 
is cropping up all over the borough 
of churches this weekend. 

First up is a stage adaptation of “A 
Christmas Carol” from the Heights 
Players. This musical version is per-
formed in modern dress, and with pup-
pets stepping in to portray the spir-
its. You can catch it on Friday night 
at 8 pm at the John Bourne Theater 

(26 Willow Pl., between Joralemon 
and State streets in Brooklyn Heights, 
www.heightsplayers.org), with more 
shows Saturday at 8 pm and Sunday 
at 2 pm. Tickets are $20.

On Saturday, the show becomes a 
feast for the ears at “A Radio Christ-
mas Carol,” starting at 2 pm at the 
Brooklyn Public Library’s Brook-
lyn Heights branch (109 Remsen St. 
at Henry Street in Brooklyn Heights, 
www.brooklynpubliclibrary.org). The-
ater 20/20 adapts the story into a free 
one-hour radio play, with foley art-
ists providing the sound of clinking 
chains and moaning ghosts.

Leave the kids at home on Sunday, 

when you head to the mimosa mati-
nee from Drunk Restoration Comedy, 
which turns Dickens into a drinking 
game. Inebriated performers will read 
an abridged version of “A Christmas 
Carol” while the audience — and the 
actors — drink at certain cues. You 
can get boozy with Scrooge for $10 
($8 in advance) and the show starts at 
2:30 pm at Littlefield (635 Sackett St. 
between Third and Fourth avenues in 
Gowanus, www.littlefieldnyc.com). 
Drinks will cost extra.

Then zip across town to Bushwick 
for a screening of “The Muppet Christ-
mas Carol,” starring Michael Caine as 
Ebenezer Scrooge, Kermit the Frog as 

Bob Cratchit, and Fozzy Bear, Miss 
Piggy, and Sam the Eagle in support-
ing roles. The charming film starts at 
6:15 pm at the combination bar and 
theater Syndicated (40 Bogart St. be-
tween Thames and Grattan streets in 
Bushwick, www.syndicatedbk.com). 
Tickets are $7.

Here we go a-‘Carol’-ing
Four versions of Christmas classic this weekend

Stephen DeFluiter plays the 
miser Scrooge in the Heights 
Players’ “A Christmas Carol.” 
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phrases jump out, what beliefs 
I espouse — some I’ve never 
consciously recognized until 
that moment when the words 
tumble out of my mouth in 
front of a person I’ve never 
met. And after revealing my 
opinions, the stranger often 
compels me to expose my-
self further by of course ask-
ing, “Why?” 

I rarely question my 
thoughts myself, nor do those 
living in my my Park Slope 
bubble with me who have 
come to take my strange-
ness in stride. But, facing a 
stranger’s eyes, and the re-
gard or disregard I might find 
there, I am forced to reckon 
with myself and grapple with 
my beliefs. Reckoning is hard, 
and grappling, by definition, 
is a struggle. But, as Socrates 
said long before I, it is in the 
examining and discovery of 
ourselves that life can be its 
richest. 

Talking to strangers is just 
one of the habits I’ve found 
helps me to live fearlessly. Of 

sons learned in my near de-
cade of writing about raising 
kids have not only made me 
a better parent, but a more 
thoughtful human, too. Look-
ing back, the same takeaways 
have appeared in my columns 
again and again: trust your-
self; be flexible; pay atten-
tion; enjoy life.

That realization, coupled 
with the fact that my days 
with sons under my roof are 
numbered, got me wondering: 
How can I use those mantras 
to keep making the most of my 
time on this earth — and the 
relationships I have made dur-
ing it — even as my role as a 
parent takes a back seat?

Then it hit me: Expand the 
brand of parenting that I’ve 
promoted all these years to 
the more encompassing ter-
rain of living life in general. 
Fearless Living, yes! A new 
column that both explores the 
fulfillment found when one 
confronts life and all its com-
plexities head on, and shares 
the many examples of how to 
trust, be flexible, pay atten-
tion, and try to enjoy every 
moment.

But can I really offer any 
guidance on how to live fear-
lessly? Me, the girl who once 
slept with the hall light on, and 
was deathly afraid to walk into 
the back of the house if every-
one else was in front? 

The answer, of course, 
is yes, because this “girl” is 
now almost 50. She has lived 
through some things, to say 
the least, and she is no lon-
ger afraid of the dark. 

But my current “fearless-
ness” has been hard won. It 
has been learned firsthand (as 
all good lessons are), through 
situations I could not have pre-
dicted, many of which I would 
not necessarily have chosen 
— if I had a choice. Figur-
ing my way through the more 
challenging of those ordeals, 
however, has taught me that I 
am actually a lot tougher than 
I thought I was (or than the 
nurses in my schools thought 
I was when I sought treatment 
for ant bites, or period cramps, 

lying down on their paper-
covered cots.)

One of the simplest, most 
fearless things I do regularly 
is talk to strangers. And by 
this I do not mean that I ask 
them, please, for a coffee. I 
mean I really talk to strang-
ers — whether 20-somethings 
splitting a spliff in the park, 
or older, bearded art teachers 
staring at nudes at the Met. I 
ask them directly and honestly 
what they think. And I offer 
up my own real opinions, no 
holds barred. I do it so often, 
I’ve started a podcast called 
“Talking to Strangers,” and 
made a few YouTube videos 
with cool folks I’ve chatted 
up around town.

People keep asking me why 
I do this, and why I feel the 
need to talk about it. And I 
guess it has something to do 
with the amazing things that 
have happened to me because 
of my ability and desire to 
ditch my comfort zone, and 
engage on a deep level with 
people I don’t know at all. 

I credit strangers, for in-
stance, with teaching me 
more about myself than I 
could ever have learned by 
staying home and staring in 
the mirror. And self-aware-
ness, whether in parenting or 
simply living, is key. If you 
cannot explore your mind and 
what is going on up there, you 
risk relegating yourself to be-
coming an innocent bystander 
to what could be a beautiful 
life. Such a life is far easier to 
achieve if you can see your-
self clearly, with less shame 
and judgment.

People we don’t know of-
ten provide just the window 
we need into to ourselves. In 
describing myself for the first 
time to an interested stranger, 
I am often surprised by what 

W i n t e r i z e  Yo u r  H o m e
G e t  r e a d y  f o r  w i n t e r SUPER ROOFER

GUTTER
CLEANING

COMPLETE
FLASH & PAINT

SNOW & ICE 
REMOVAL

Licensed 

Top Quality Workmanship
Residential & Commercial

ND ST., BROOKLYN, NY

HELP
I’ve fallen and I can’t get up!®
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with  GPS!
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®
    Get HELP fast, 24/7, 
anywhere with ���

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-800-404-9776

Saving a Life EVERY 11 MINUTES

For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch, 
call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD) or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account3 which 
provides you with access to over 55,000 ATMs, ATM fee rebates, mobile banking and mobile 
check deposit.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New Maximum Money Market account and new money only. APY effective November 2, 2018. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance to open 
the Maximum Money Market account is $5,000. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. The APY for the Maximum Money Market account is 0.10% for daily account balances between $0 and $4,999, 
0.15% for daily balances between $5,000 and $24,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $25,000 and $74,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $75,000 and $99,999 and 2.00% for daily balances of $100,000 or more. Rates may 
change at any time without notice. You must maintain the stated tier balance for the statement cycle to receive the respective disclosed yield for that tier. 2 New money only. APY effective November 2, 2018. Annual percentage yield 
assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. For new IRA and rollover accounts, 
the minimum deposit balance is $5,000. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. 3 New money required for new checking accounts only. 
A Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. Fees may reduce earnings on 
these accounts. A checking account is not required for IRA accounts.
Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.®
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Certificate of Deposit

2.65%
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Maximum 
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2.00%
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I
t was a little more than eight 
years ago when my first 
Fearless Parenting column 

appeared in the Brooklyn Pa-
per. And ever since, the idea 
— which began as a conver-
sation with a former editor of 
the Paper on the sidelines of 
a baseball game — has in-
spired (almost) biweekly col-
umns featuring such random 
thoughts on child rearing as 
how your kids know when 
your marriage hits the skids 
(that one got the neighborhood 
talking), and how my young 
ones — both boys — loved 
my boobs (another reader fa-
vorite).

But as my older son gets 
ready to head off to college, 
I find myself facing the real-
ity of losing half of my col-
umn’s main source material. 
And, more seriously, I am re-
alizing how many of the les-

Parenting fearlessly taught 
me to live without fear, too

Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

Fearless 
Living
By Stephanie Thompson

course, talking — I mean re-
ally talking, honestly — to 
members of one’s own family, 
and, even more importantly, 
to ourselves, helps too.

I look forward to using this 
column as a space to share 
other revelations found from 
practicing those truths — 
trust yourself; be flexible; 
pay attention; enjoy life — 
that helped me parent, and 
in general to live, more fear-
lessly. I certainly expect that 
will include inspiring stories 
about how people find joy in 
their own lives, but also frank 
confrontations of problems 
that can leave others feel-
ing joyless.

Fearless Living, after all, is 
all about expressing oneself 
in a true way, and the trust 
that others will be flexible 
and understanding, whether 
they share your feelings or 
not. It is about being attentive 
to the world and the people 
around you, and finding a pos-
itive perspective even as you 
stare directly into something 
seemingly scary, or danger-
ous. It is about finding a pas-
sion for life, taking each day 
as it comes, and taking each 
person as he or she is.

Putting myself out there 
is often a risk to be sure, but 
one I’ve found is worth the 
rewards of making a con-
nection, learning about my-
self, and proving I am capa-
ble. Straightforwardness has 
worked pretty well for me as a 
parent, and time will tell how 
it plays out over this next chap-
ter of my life. I hope you’ll 
keep reading to find out.

Stephanie Thompson’s 
“Talking to Strangers” pod-
cast can be found on  iTunes , 
 Stitcher , and  Google Play .

FOLLOW OUR 
DAILY UPDATES ON

twitter.com/BrooklynPaper
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Dr. Melinda Keller
Director

5911 16th Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11204

Bring your MRI 
for an evaluation 
by our doctor.

BACK 
Evaluation
* Expires in 2 Weeks
$150 Value
* Excludes Medicare/Medicaid

SAY N    TO 
BACK SURGERY!
Brooklyn Non-Surgical Spinal Decompression

To Schedule Call:

718-475-9438
www.BrooklynSpineCenter.com

BACK PAIN
LEG PAIN
SCIATICA
HERNIATED or 
BULGING DISCS
NUMBNESS
TINGLING

FREE

Corner
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From

WWW.BROADWAY-STAGES.COM

HAPPY 
Holidays

and
a joyful

new years

Stephen Zacks
Brownstoner

This Greek Revival 
would-be Brownstone be-
longs to a row of five built 
around 1850–55 within the 
Boerum Hill Historic Dis-
trict. Its parlor level has out-
standing details like original 
black-marble mantels, foli-
ate crown moldings and ear 
moldings around the doors 
and windows.

From what we gather 
from the historic district 

designation report, 395 Pa-
cific St. likely would have 
been built of brick and later 
stuccoed to give it the cur-
rent Brownstone appearance. 
Ornate wrought-iron gates 
link the five homes together 
on the sidewalk level. If the 
Google Maps image is up to 
date, No. 395 has a cute little 
flowering tree, but the house 
at 397 puts the whole row 
to shame with its Bauhaus 
waveform topiary.

Set up as the owner’s tri-

plex over a f loor-through 
rental on the garden level, 
the home has been in the same 
family since 1985 — pur-
chased at the time for a tidy 
$145,000. The rental apart-
ment looks to be in good con-
dition, although not as rich in 
detail as the parlor floor.

While not freshly reno-
vated, the owner’s L-shaped 
kitchen is luxurious, with ex-
tensive granite counters, pe-
can-colored wood cabinets, 
and a window over the sink 

overlooking the backyard. 
The room leads out onto a 
deck with steps down to the 
garden.

Only one bedroom is 
shown, on the top f loor, 
and it’s plain but neat. The 
wall-to-wall carpet in the 
hall could perhaps use an 
update.

The house is listed by 
James Kerby at Douglas El-
liman. Is it worth all of the 
$3.995 asking price with-
out work?

Boerum Hill house with Greek 
Revival details asks $3.995M
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(Clockwise from above) 395 Pa-
cific St. in Boerum Hill. The L-
shaped kitchen is luxurious, with 
extensive granite counters, pe-
can-colored wood cabinets, and 
a window over the sink overlook-
ing the backyard. The molding, 
fireplace, and gaping windows in 
this parlor create a classic feel. 
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We Raised 
Our Voices  
and They 
Listened!

Paid for by AARP

facebook.com/AARPNY 

@AARPNY

aarp.org/NY

We’ve got some great news - utility customers in 

New York City will finally be seeing the benefits of 

federal tax savings!

Corporate income taxes were cut this year from 

35 percent to 21 percent. AARP New York fought to 

make sure those savings are returned to you - and 

state utility regulators listened.

By January at the latest, ratepayers in New York City 

will see a credit on their utility bill, reduced rates, or a 

reduction in anticipated rate increases. These savings 

amount to extra money in your pocket!

JOIN OUR FIGHT
We can use your help! AARP relies on our network 

of volunteers to create the grassroots pressure we 

need to make a difference. 

Volunteers can write letters, make phone calls, 

attend news conferences and rallies, speak directly 

with their elected officials, and much more.

Sign up to be an AARP advocacy 

volunteer at aarp.org/nyvolunteer. 


