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RIVER OF TEARS

Gov. Cuomo and engineering experts took a late-night walk through the L train’s Canarsie Tube on Dec. 14 to see if there 
is any way to speed up the tunnel’s looming 15-month repairs.
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portation officials, who in October 
announced that they will close the 
Canarsie Tube on  April 27, 2019 , 
beginning the L train’s stint as a 
local subway line running between 

Canarsie and Williamsburg until 
June 2020.

The looming “L-pocalypse” will 
wreak havoc on the commutes of 
some 250,000 straphangers who 

ride the L train to Manhattan daily 
and will be forced to adopt one or 
more forms of  alternative trans-
portation  being rolled out during 
the fix — making it imperative 

to ensure the $477-million proj-
ect is done swiftly and correctly, 
Cuomo said.

“The Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority believes their meth-

odology is the best way to do it and 
the fastest way to do it. New York-
ers tend to be a skeptical bunch,” 
he said. “This is going to be highly 
disruptive. And I wanted to make 
sure we get the best minds, again, 
on the globe, to review the project, 
because I want them to be able to 
validate, ‘we know this is disrup-
tive, but there’s no alternative.’”

And although the experts could 
suggest scrapping the state’s cur-
rent repair plan altogether, it is 
more likely they’ll suggest mi-
nor tweaks or simply sign-off on 
what officials already proposed, 
according to Cuomo, who  told  ra-
dio station 1010Wins that commut-
ers shouldn’t get their hopes up for 
any less than 15 months of L come 
April 2019.

“I’m not holding out hope,” 
he said following the tunnel 
tour. “New Yorkers are willing 
to bear the expense and the burden 
of change, and they get that some-
times big projects are required, 
but they want to make sure that 
it’s really done right and it really 
has to be done.”

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Addled raccoons possibly infected 
with the dog-killing distemper virus 
are wandering out of Prospect Park and 
onto the streets of surrounding neigh-
borhoods, according to residents who 
reported at least three sightings, in-
cluding one Kensington woman who 
claimed the masked bandits are liter-
ally falling from the sky.

Local Phyllis Klein said a “huge” 
raccoon fell — either from a tree, or 
off the side of a building — feet from 
her head during a midday Dec. 11 stroll 
along E. Seventh Street between Church 
and Caton avenues, before the beast 
limped off in a daze.

“I wish I could un-see it,” she said. 
“It still gives me chills.”

Klein’s encounter with the seemingly 
sick raccoon mirrored others’ daytime 

run-ins with the typically nocturnal an-
imals, which this fall began  spreading 
the distemper virus in Prospect Park , 
after an earlier outbreak plagued rac-
coons in Manhattan’s Central Park over 
the summer.

Distemper — which is spread by con-
tact with infected animals’ saliva, or 
fluids in their coughs and sneezes — 
doesn’t affect humans, but the virus can 
prove deadly to pups, which, like rac-
coons, will suffer brain and nervous-
system damage resulting in severe con-
fusion and death if left untreated.

Following confirmation of the dis-
temper outbreak among area raccoons, 

Department of Parks and Recreation of-
ficials instituted a still-in-effect advi-
sory to locals, warning them to leash 
their dogs, avoid wildlife, and seek im-
mediate treatment if they or their mutts 
are scratched or bitten by a feral crit-
ter in Brooklyn’s Backyard.

Agency workers to date collected 
some 87 Prospect Park raccoons — 
dead and alive — to be tested for the 
virus, of which seven tested positive, 
with the most recent positive case dat-
ing back to Oct. 23, according to Parks 
spokeswoman Meghan Lalor.

But some Brooklynites, like Klein, 
claimed to spot sick raccoons in Kens-
ington and Windsor Terrace long after 
the last animal from the park tested pos-
itive for distemper, suggesting the bor-
ough’s masked bandits may be unwit-
tingly transporting the virus beyond the 
park while searching for food.

Dog walker  Randi Lass  said she 
came in contact with a raccoon at the 
corner of Greenwood Avenue and E. 
Third Street on Nov. 25, and contacted 
a Parks Department worker after notic-
ing the animal walking around in cir-
cles. But the local did not stick around 
to see if the agency attended to the crit-
ter, she said.

And another extremely ill raccoon 
showed up on the sidewalk outside of 
an Ocean Parkway apartment building 
between Church Avenue and Beverly 
Road the evening of Nov. 7, according 
to a resident, who said the animal had 
trouble standing and left piles of either 
diarrhea, vomit, or both in its wake.

“You could tell it was in a lot of dis-
tress,” said Stephanie Carman. 

Carman’s neighbor made several 311 
and 911 calls seeking aid from the city 
following the raccoon sighting, which 

Wild
 Brooklyn

Rocky raccoons take to the streets
Distemper outbreak leads to scary daytime sightings

(Left) Locals who spotted this sick raccoon in front of an Ocean Park-
way home on Nov. 7 said it had trouble standing, and left piles of 
either diarrhea, vomit, or both in its wake. (Right) Dog walker Randi 
Lass spotted this critter in Windsor Terrace on Nov. 25.
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resulted in police doing one lap of her 
block in a patrol car without stopping, 
she said.

The next day, Carman spotted the an-
imal in the front courtyard of a nearby 

building and, assuming it was dead, said 
she called the Department of Sanita-
tion, where workers allegedly told her 
the agency would only dispose of the 

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

Call it Gov. Cuomo’s gift to 
straphangers!

Christmas may come early for 
local L-train riders, who are now 
waiting with bated breath for Gov. 
Cuomo to reveal findings from 
the late-night — and arguably 
last-minute — tour he took of the 
subway’s Superstorm Sandy–rav-
aged Brooklyn–Manhattan tunnel 
on Dec. 14.

The pol — who promised to 
share recommendations resulting 
from the cross-river underwater 
trek he took with engineering ex-
perts in the next three weeks — 

toured the Canarsie Tube to see if 
there are better and faster ways to 
repair it than the long-in-the-works, 
15-month fix that state transit lead-
ers are set to begin in April.

“I need personally to feel confi-
dent in that decision, and frankly I 
don’t want to hear it secondhand, I 
want to hear it for myself,” Cuomo 
said on a platform of a Manhat-
tan L-train station during his re-
cent tour.

Engineering experts from Cor-
nell and Columbia universities 
joined the state’s Commander-in-
Chief to inspect the tunnel at no 
cost to taxpayers, acting as checks 
and balances to Cuomo’s own trans-

See RACCOONS  on page 8

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

It’s lights out for Output!
The Williamsburg club where 

party animals for years would go to 
dance the night away will close for 
good in January — but not before 
its owners host a final blowout bash 
on New Year’s Eve. Output’s last 
hurrah will feature techno tunes 
spun by a seasoned disc jockey to 
celebrate its run as the neighbor-
hood’s go-to house-music spot, 
according to its founders.

“Fittingly, the club’s storied 
tenure will conclude with a New 
Year’s Eve marathon by John Dig-
weed, a DJ whose professional-
ism and decades-long dedication 
to electronic dance music and club 
culture are emblematic of the val-
ues on which Output was proudly 
founded,” the owners of the Wythe 
Avenue club wrote in a Dec. 11 
 tweet  that has since garnered hun-
dreds of comments from dismayed 
patrons.

The neon-lit club opened inside 
a converted warehouse between N. 
11th and N. 12th streets in 2013, 
debuting as Kings County’s first 
full-sized, licensed venue dedi-
cated to house and techno music 
at a time when other club owners 
on the distant isle of Manhattan 
shunned those genres, according to 
Output’s founders, who leased the 
space for their dancing den.

In 2016, Output co-owner 

Last dance for this W’burg club

Shawn Schwartz opened his  Hal-
cyon record store inside the club , 
after setting up the shop at no less 
than three other Brooklyn locations 
since debuting it in 1999.

Halcyon now boasts a second 
location on West Street in Green-
point, and will keep its shop in-

side the Wythe Avenue building 
— which closed for renovations 
weeks ago, but will reopen as soon 
as this week, according to manager 
Andres Torres, who confirmed the 
vinyl shop will stick around after 
Output closes.

On Dec. 13, some locals noticed 

a blank billboard that appeared on 
the roof of the property, which 
workers putting finishing touches 
on the store told this newspaper 
will soon bear an advertisement 
for Halcyon.

Schwartz, however, won’t be 
sticking around, because he sold 
Halcyon to new owners a few years 
back, he said.

He and Output’s other owners 
credited the club’s staff, deejays, 
and loyal patrons for keeping it 
open all these years, and said the 
spot’s sudden closure is the re-
sult of several factors, including 
changing social trends and finan-
cial challenges. 

“This sudden turn of events may 
seem shocking to many, but for 
those of us watching from the in-
side, we have seen the writing on 
the wall for some time,” the own-
ers said in their tweet.

The club’s founders declined 
to comment further on their deci-
sion, instead pointing this news-
paper to their tweet — which sug-
gests they may return to the dance 
floor somewhere else down the 
line.

“What comes next we do not 
know, but rest assured the beat 
will go on,” the tweet read.

New Year’s Eve party at Out-
put (74 Wythe Ave. between N. 
11 and N. 12th streets in Wil-
liamsburg, www.outputclub.
com). Dec. 31, from 10 pm to 8 
am. $90.

Williamsburg nightclub Output will close on New Year’s 
Day, and record store Halcyon will open in the space.
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O, holy night!
Singers Alfio Bonnano and Charlie Romo regaled an audience with some mellifluous 
music during a concert hosted by Catholic faith leaders of the Diocese of Brooklyn inside 
the newly restored Church of the Annunciation in Williamsburg on Dec. 10.
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Gov. tours tunnel, pledges he’ll 
fl oat any changes to fi x soon
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Court Street Office
112 Court Street, Brooklyn NY

PLATINUM SAVINGS

2.25%
APY (1)

Court Street Office
112 Court Street
Brooklyn, NY 11201

Mon. - Wed., Frid. 8:00am - 5:00pm
Thursday  8:00am - 6:00pm 
Saturday  9:00am - 2:00pm

(718) 677-4400 | eNorthfield.com

NOW OPEN!

(1) Annual Percentage Yield (APY) subject to change without notice.  A minimum balance of $10.00 is required to open account.  The account will be charged a minimum balance fee of 
$8.00 each statement cycle if the average daily balance for that cycle falls below $2,500.  Fees can reduce earnings. Account balances between $0.01 and $999,998.99 earn 2.25% APY on 
the entire balance.  Account balances $999,999.00 and over earn 0.90% APY on the entire balance.  Transaction limitations apply.  New money, defined as funds not currently on deposit at 
Northfield Bank, are required to open. 

(2) Annual Percentage Yield (APY) subject to change without notice. Minimum balance of $2,500 to open CD.   All account balances above $0.01 will earn the stated APY.  There is a 
substantial penalty for early withdrawals. Fees could reduce earnings.   The maximum CD account balance is $225,000. 

(3) Bonus reward offer is available to new MyChecking, MyChecking 60+, or MyChecking Student customers who do not have an existing or prior Northfield checking account AND who 
meet the required qualifying criteria within 90 calendar days from account opening.  Qualifying criteria is defined as maintaining a $500 average daily balance in the new account AND 
having a monthly recurring direct deposit of $500 or more, AND performing 10 point of sale debit card transactions per month.  Qualifying direct deposits are recurring electronic deposits 
of your paycheck, pension, or government benefits. Person-to-person transfers between your Northfield account or accounts you have at other institutions do not qualify.  Once the 
criteria is met, the reward will be credited to the new MyChecking account no later than 30 business days following the end of the 90 day period.  Account must remain open through the 
qualifying period to receive bonus. Bonus will be reported as taxable income on a 1099-INT.  One bonus per household and offer subject to change without notice.

(4) MyChecking has no monthly service charge when you do one of the following each statement cycle: 1) maintain a minimum average daily balance of $500; OR, 2) have a recurring 
direct deposit totaling $500 or more; OR, 3) perform 10 POS debit card transactions.  Otherwise, an $8.00 monthly service charge will apply.  MyChecking Student and MyChecking 60+ 
have no monthly minimum balance requirements and no monthly service charge.

Offers in effect as of 12/03/18, subject to change without notice, and only available at Court Street office. 

ON BALANCES BELOW $999,998.99

17 MONTH CD

2.75%
APY (2)

10 MONTH CD

2.60%
APY (2)

MEMBER FDIC

Open a MyChecking, MyChecking 60+, or MyChecking Student(4) and maintain a $500 
average monthly balance, have a recurring direct deposit of $500 or more, and perform 
10 POS debit card transactions per month over the first 90 days to earn a $350 bonus(3).

OPEN A MYCHECKING 
ACCOUNT AND EARN 350$ (3)
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Day Pass

AviatorSports.com/public-ice-skating
(718) 758-7500    @aviatorsports

Skating Sessions 7 Days a Week!

Open 7 Days from 7am-10pm: Breakfast, Lunch & Sunday Brunch

SERVING PARK SLOPE SINCE 1986

NOW CELEBRATING OUR 32ND YEAR!

www.CousinJohnsBakery.com

OPEN CHRISTMAS EVE from 7am–8pm   Serving Brunch until 3pm WE ARE CLOSED CHRISTMAS DAY

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

Talk about a soft Land-
ing!

Locals with deep pockets 
can soon rent dozens of newly 
built waterfront apartments in 
Brooklyn Bridge Park, now 
that the developers of Pier 6’s 
two controversial towers are 
putting the finishing touches 
on their shorter high-rise, new 
renderings of which they re-
leased on Dec. 12.

The 15-story tower at 15 
Bridge Park Drive, which the 
builders dubbed The Landing, 
boasts a total of 140 units, 
100 of which are be so-called 
affordable rentals doled out 
via the city’s housing lottery 
 based on three income-based 
affordability tiers , which el-
igible locals could apply for 
through Nov. 9.

But leasing for the dozens 
of other market-rate units in-
side — which include studios 
starting at $3,100-per month, 
along with one-to-three-bed-
room units with proportion-
ately higher rents — is ex-
pected to start next month, 
according to reps from the 
building’s broker MNS, who 
said residents can move in 
shortly afterward.

The high-rise — designed 
by architects with ODA New 
York, the firm that also dreamt 
up the 28-story condo-filled 
 Quay Tower  next door — fea-
tures a lobby staffed by a part-

Rental units inside shorter Pier 6 tower available soon

Scoping a short supply

Residents could move into Brooklyn Bridge Park’s 
Pier 6 high-rise The Landing as soon as early next 
year. (Above) The building’s indoor rooftop lounge.
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time doorman, a fitness center 
with a yoga studio, a children’s 
playroom, and indoor and out-
door rooftop lounges.

Residents of the swanky 
Quay Tower — where de-
velopers RAL Development 
Services and Oliver’s Realty 
Group recently  received a re-
cord-breaking offer of more 
than $20 million for a pent-
house  — are slated to move in 
by next summer, once work-
ers complete final touches to 

the property, according to a 
rep.

The nearly complete towers 
are the end result of a years-
long legal battle that leaders 
of civic group the Brooklyn 
Heights Association waged 
against the park and the de-
velopers, which ended  back 
in February  when a judge 
ruled the buildings could le-
gally rise in the green space 
— months after contractors 
broke ground.

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Cops arrested an out-of-
state truck driver for hitting 
and killing a senior in Kens-
ington while behind the wheel 
of his big rig with a suspended 
license.

The 54-year-old defendant, 
who lives in Ohio, faces up to 

one year in prison if convicted 
of the top count of aggravated 
unlicensed operation of a mo-
tor vehicle in the third degree, 
one of the charges prosecutors 
slapped him with at a Crimi-
nal Court arraignment follow-
ing the deadly crash on Dec. 
12, according to a spokesman 
for the district attorney.

The motorist was driving 
a 2005 Kenworth tractor-
trailer on Courtelyou Road 
towards Borough Park when 
he turned left onto McDonald 
Avenue at 6:55 am, and struck 
the 71-year-old Ocean Park-
way resident as he crossed the 
street, cops said.

Police rushed to the scene 

Truck driver arrested for 
killing senior in Kensington

and found the victim lodged 
between the second and 
third axle of the defendant’s 
truck, according to court doc-
uments.

The victim never made it 
to the hospital, and paramed-
ics pronounced him dead on 
the spot, cops said.

The driver stayed at the 
scene following the fatal 
collision, and authorities 
discovered his license had 
been suspended in New York 
for failure to answer a traf-
fic summons, according to 
court documents.
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Pilo Arts
Salon
718.748.7411

WWW.PILOARTS.COM

One gift card
outshines them all

“In the holiday season of endless
gift cards, there is the one that

she prefers the most -
a gift card from Pilo Arts.”

Pilo Arts Salon
Member of

Intercoiffure Mondial
Paris  London Roma

Colour
Hi-Lights

Massage

Facial

Receive 1 FREE  CERTIFICATE

convenience can be ordered 

EL 2012-:FLUX Collection. Images provided courtesy of Schwarzkopf Professional

ST PLACE 

1

Grow your funds 
with peace of mind.

Downtown NY, 225 Broadway, (212) 372-3088
Park Avenue South, 443 Park Avenue South, (212) 532-8882

Rockefeller Center, 1230 Avenue of the Americas, (212) 259-3626
6th Avenue, 442 6th Avenue, (212) 253-8888

Annual Percentage Yield e�ective as of publication date. Limited-time o�er subject to change 
without notice. $10,000 minimum balance. Penalty for early withdrawal. Fees may reduce 
earnings. Consumer accounts only. O�er cannot be combined with other promotions. 
Member FDIC.   

Now, earn guaranteed interest in just 13 months 
with a 2.50% APY1 CD from First Republic Bank.

2.50 %   APY1

13-Month CD Special

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

A baddie stole a woman’s 
card holder while on a train 
near Fulton Street on Dec. 10, 
police said. 

The victim told cops she 
had gotten on a Manhattan-
bound 2 train at Atlantic Av-
enue at about 8:15 am and felt 
some sneak pulling her back-
pack over her shoulder.

And when she hopped off 
the train near Nevins Street 
at about 8:20 am, she real-
ized her card holder contain-
ing her credit card and Met-
roCard was gone, according 
to authorities. 

Running wild 
A cur grabbed a saw and 

ran down Sands Street on Dec. 
10, police said.

The bandit picked up the 
Stihl orange saw laying on the 
sidewalk near Gold Street at 
about 2:15 pm and ran off, ac-
cording to authorities. 

Trashed
A goon punched a guy in 

the face and stole his phone 
on Livingston Street on Dec. 
10, police said. 

The victim told cops he 
was taking out the trash out-
side of an apartment build-
ing between Smith and Hoyt 
streets at about 5:15 am when 
the villain attacked him from 

Sneak swipes plastic on subway

behind, punched him, and 
demanded cash, authori-
ties said.

No mercy 
A ruffian stole a handi-

capped woman’s phone in-
side an elevator in a Pacific 
Street subway station on Dec. 
12, police said.

The victim, who is in a 
wheelchair, told cops she had 
gotten into an argument with 
the bruiser about him not pay-
ing his fare inside the station 
near Fourth Avenue a little be-
fore 1 am when he followed 
her into an elevator and cov-
ered her mouth with his hand, 
cops said. 

The villain then grabbed 
the victim’s cellphone and ran 
out of the elevator, according 
to authorities. 

Sandwich swipe
Five nogoodniks stole 

sandwiches from a Johnson 
Street deli on Dec. 13, po-
lice said. 

The quintuplet ordered the 
sandwiches from the bodega 
near Prince Street and tried 
to leave without paying $12 
for them, cops said.

But when an employee tried 

to stop the crooks from leav-
ing at about 6 am, one of them 
socked him in the face and 
then ran off with the sand-
wiches, according to author-
ities. 

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Got away
Cops are searching for 

the goon who put a guy in a 
headlock while other suspects 
allegedly tried to steal from 
him on Willoughby Avenue 
on Dec. 14, police said.

The victim told cops he 
was near Washington Park 
at about 11:45 pm when the 
villain grabbed and restrained 
him while three other teens 
tried to steal his property, ac-
cording to authorities. 

Cops cuffed the trio, but are 
still looking for the snake who 
put the victim in the headlock, 
according to authorities. 

Butting heads
Police arrested a woman 

for head-butting a victim in-
side a Tillary Street shelter 
on Dec. 13.

The 65-year-old victim told 
police she was in a fight with 

the 52-year-old suspect inside 
the shelter near Prince Street 
at about 8:30 am when the sus-
pect threw her head back, hit-
ting the victim in the head. 
The suspect then grabbed the 
victim by the head and threw 
her to the ground, according 
to authorities.

Tool thief 
A sneak stole a bunch of 

tools from a guy’s car parked 
on Fulton Street on Dec. 10, 
police said. 

The victim told police he 
had parked his vehicle near 
Washington Avenue at about 
4:30 pm and when he returned 
a few minutes later, noticed 
some baddie had broken into 
it and ran off with his tools, 
including a drill, saw, batter-
ies, and charger, according to 
authorities. 

Data breach 
A malefactor stole a bunch 

of laptops during an event on 
Flushing Avenue on Dec. 13, 
police said. 

The victim told cops the 
creep was scoping out the 
event near Sixth Street at 
about 11 am and ran off with 
five laptops, according to au-
thorities.  
 — Julianne Cuba

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Toy story
Police cuffed a 32-year-old 

woman for allegedly nabbing 
toys from a Flatbush Avenue 
big-box retailer, authorities 
said.

Security spotted the sus-
pect, an employee at the store 
near Atlantic Avenue, giving 
out illicit discounts and mer-
chandise to an unknown shop-
per up until Nov. 26, when her 
scheme was discovered and 
the woman was compelled to 
sign an “admission statement” 
copping to the crime, accord-
ing to police.

Paint rob
A rascal keyed a man’s car 

on Ninth Street on Nov. 30, 
cops said.

The victim told police 
the vandal ruined the paint 
job on his 2017 Infiniti he 
parked between Eighth Av-
enue and Prospect Park West 
at noon.

Cash grab
Cops arrested a 23-year 

old man for allegedly steal-
ing a woman’s wallet inside 
an Atlantic Avenue electron-
ics store on Dec. 7.

The victim told police she 
was inside the store near Flat-
bush Avenue at 8 pm, when 
she got an alert from her bank 
that her card was being used 
to make illicit purchases at 
a Fulton Street deli, and she 
realized her wallet had been 
stolen.

The woman called police 
and a store owner at the bo-
dega was able to point out 
the suspect, who was later 
found in possession of crack 
cocaine, cops said.

72ND PRECINCT 
Sunset Park–

Windsor Terrace

Two-bit con
A scam artist emailed a 

bomb threat to the manage-
ment office of a 58th Street 
warehouse complex demand-
ing Bitcoins on Dec. 13, as 

part of a nationwide con being 
investigated by the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation.

A worker at the termi-
nal near Second Avenue at 
1:39 pm received the email 
stating that a “mercenary” 
had planted a bomb some-
where in the complex, and 
was demanding Bitcoins 
worth $20,000 in exchange 
for not detonating the explo-
sive device.

Police scoured the facility, 
but didn’t find any explosive 
devices and later declared the 
building safe.

Investigators then con-
nected the bomb threat to a 
national scheme to collect 
cryptocurrency from fear-
ful Americans, cops said.

Subway rage
Cops arrested a 40-year-

old woman after she allegedly 
flew into a profanity-laced 
rage and attacked another 
woman aboard a D train at 
the 36th Street subway sta-
tion on Dec. 11.

The victim told police she 
accidentally bumped into the 
suspect aboard a Manhattan-
bound D train at the station 
near Fourth Avenue at 8:30 
am, when the lady went ber-
serk and started screaming 
at her, before smacking her 
with an umbrella and slash-
ing the woman’s face with 
her keys.

Another straphanger 
moved to step in on the vic-
tim’s behalf, and then he got 
keyed too, suffering lacera-
tions to his face and hands, 
cops said.

Officers cuffed the woman 
that day on felony assault 
charges, according to po-
lice.   — Colin Mixson

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Cyclist punched
A brute assaulted a cy-

clist on President Street on 
Dec. 17.

The victim told police 
that she was riding her bike 
near Court Street at 7:20 pm 
when the malefactor cut her 
off and hit her with his side 
mirror.

The two then got into an 
argument and the wretch 
kicked the woman’s bike, 
punched her in the side of 
the face, and fled towards 
Clinton Street, cops said.

TV taken
A thief stole a man’s tele-

vision on Columbia Street on 
Dec. 10.

The victim told police he 
was moving and left his tele-
vision in the hallway of his 
building near Dwight Street 
at 9:20 am for no more than 
five minutes, and when 
he came back to it, it was 
gone.  

F train filcher
A pickpocket stole a man’s 

phone and wallet on the F 
train on Dec. 14, authori-
ties said.

The victim was on a Co-
ney Island-bound train when 
a man bumped into him as 
the train was approaching the 
Carroll Street station around 
5:30 pm.

He later noticed when he 
reached his stop at the Smith–
Ninth Street station that his 
phone and wallet were miss-
ing. — Kevin Duggan

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

A Crown Heights man 
is headed behind bars — 
possibly for the rest of 
his days — for sexually 
assaulting a woman and 
threatening to kill her in-
side her Bushwick home, 
according to Brooklyn’s 
top prosecutor.

A judge on Dec. 13 sen-
tenced Romaric Guibre to 
40 years to life in prison 
for the violent home in-
vasion that District Attor-
ney Eric Gonzalez called 
particularly egregious and 
unnerving.

“This was an espe-
cially heinous attack in 
which the defendant as-
saulted and terrorized a 
woman for hours,” Gon-
zalez said. 

A jury last month con-
victed Guiebre on charges 
including sexual assault, 
burglary, and robbery after 

he broke into the 29-year-
old woman’s DeKalb Av-
enue apartment using a 
spare key, sexually as-
saulted her, and stole cash 
on July 25, 2016.

The victim told the 
courtroom that she 
woke up in the middle 
of the night to the sight 
of Guibre, who grabbed 
her neck and shoved her 
into her bedroom, where 
he whipped out a gun and 
threatened, “I’m going to 
kill you,” the top prose-
cutor said.

The woman, however, 
fought back, but Guiebre 
persisted, tying up the vic-
tim and sexually assault-
ing her before robbing her, 
according to Gonzalez.

Cops cuffed Guiebre 
weeks later on Aug. 23 
after recovering his blood 
on the victim’s bedroom 
and bathroom floors, ac-
cording to Gonzalez. 

Crown Heights man 
gets 40 years to life 
for sexual assault
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By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

It’s a beloved holiday tra-
dition — while it lasts!

Revelers packed the Brook-
lyn Heights Promenade near 
Montague Street on Dec.12 
to celebrate the season at the 
neighborhood’s tree-lighting 
ceremony.

But the annual event on 
the esplanade overlooking 
the East River lacked some 
of its signature merriment 
this year, due to the possi-
bility that the city may  turn 
the historic walkway  into a 
six-lane speedway for no less 
than six years during the up-
coming reconstruction of the 
 Brooklyn-Queens Express-
way ’s crumbing triple cantile-
ver, according to a local.

“It’s a little ironic,” said 
Janna Collins, a Brooklyn 
Heights resident and mem-
ber of local civic group the 
Brooklyn Heights Asso-
ciation, which hosted the 
event.

Still, Collins — who 
showed up to the event sport-
ing a “No Way” pin that 

Heights Association leaders 
created as a way for locals 
to show their feelings about 
the Promenade’s potential fate 
— cheered the newly lit tree 
and the excitement it brings 
to the area.

“It’s beautiful and it draws 
people to the Promenade, all 
the tourists and all the rest 
will have a good time,” Col-
lins said. “This is the prettiest 
tree and the best lighting.”

The fabeled walkaway atop 
part of the three-tiered stretch 
of expressway is beloved by 
folks in the borough and 
beyond — including Santa 
Claus, who came down from 
the North Pole for the occa-
sion, where singers from lo-
cal chorus Grace Chorale of 
Brooklyn serenaded attend-
ees with seasonal songs.

Promenade fans likely still 
have another year or two to 
celebrate the holidays there, 
however, because the city-led 
repairs to the 1.5-mile stretch 
of expressway between Atlan-
tic Avenue and Sands Street 
aren’t set to kick off until 2020 
at the earliest.

Locals light Heights tree 
on imperiled Promenade

Brooklyn Heights residents Janna Collins, left, and 
Berni Hein displayed holiday cheer at the neighbor-
hood’s annual Christmas-tree lighting ceremony on 
the Brooklyn Heights Promenade, where some wor-
ried about the fate of the beloved walkway.
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And locals may be able 
to continue the tradition in 
the same spot indefinitely, 
according to the head of the 
Heights Association, who said 
the portion of esplanade home 
to the Christmas tree isn’t ac-
tually part of the triple can-
tilever, but warned it would 
likely be affected by the job 
nonetheless.

“My crystal ball is really 
fuzzy, but where we were 
standing last night, that area 
would remain because it’s not 
on the triple cantilever struc-
ture,” said Peter Bray. “Hav-
ing said that, I don’t know 
what kind of construction 
zone or staging area would 
be required.”

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

We need to talk about 
Kevin.

Park Slope state Sen. 
Kevin Parker told the dep-
uty communications direc-
tor for Senate Republicans 
to “kill yourself” in a Tues-
day Twitter post, after the 
spokeswoman claimed on 
social media that a parking 
placard displayed inside a 
car illegally parked along 
a bike lane belonged to the 
lawmaker.

Parker’s disturbing tweet 
— which he quickly deleted, 
although not before NY Cap-
itol reporter Jon Campbell 
took a  screenshot  — came hot 
on the heels of gun legisla-
tion he introduced last month, 
which would require author-
ities to review social-media 
posts made by people apply-
ing for gun licenses with an 
eye for threatening language, 

among other things.
The senator’s office did not 

immediately return messages 
left seeking comment regard-
ing whether his tweet would 
disqualify him from obtain-
ing a gun permit, should the 
bill pass.

Senate Republicans’ 
spokeswoman Candice Giove 
identified Parker as the prob-
lematic parker in a comment 
she posted to a photo shared 
on Twitter.

“I got to the bottom of this, 
the placard is assigned to @
SenatorParker,” Giove tweeted 
from her a private account.

Parker then fired off his 
threatening missive in re-
sponse, which he later apol-
ogized for in another tweet.

“Suicide is a serious thing 
and should not be made light 
of,” the senator wrote.

But less than an hour later, 
the pol returned to attacking 
his accuser on the social-me-

dia platform, blasting Giove 
for her former job as a flack for 
the Independent Democratic 
Conference, a group of rogue 
blue-party state senators that 
caucused with the GOP until 
it dissolved in April.

“@Candicegiove is on the 
wrong side of history for ev-
ery important issue facing 
New York State!,” Parker 
tweeted.

The local lawmaker, how-
ever, has a questionable past 
of his own, including a crim-
inal mischief conviction for 
attacking a  New York Post 
photographer  outside his East 
Flatbush home in 2009.

Police also charged Parker 
for assaulting a city traf-
fic agent back in 2005, but 
dropped the case after the 
pol reportedly agreed to seek 
help for anger management, 
according to the  New York 
Times .

And following the sena-

tor’s alleged incident with the 
traffic agent, a former aide 
to Parker  told  the Times the 
pol threatened her after she 
publicly accused him of an-
other assault.

Following the senator’s 
hostile turn on Twitter, some 
local Democrats distanced 
themselves from the long-
time pol — whom  voters re-
elected  to an eighth term this 
November — with Flatbush 
Councilman Jumaane Wil-
liams announcing that Parker 
will step down as the co-chair 
of his campaign for  New York 
City Public Advocate .

“I’m very concerned by 
the statement I saw from Sen-
ator Parker on social media 
earlier today. After speak-
ing with him this afternoon, 
we have both agreed that it’s 
best for him to step down 
as co-chair of my campaign 
for Public Advocate,” Wil-
liams said.

Twitter war gets ugly
Slope pol tells fl ack for chamber’s GOP to ‘kill yourself’

By Kevin Duggan
Brooklyn Paper

A Staten Island man faces 
25 years to life behind bars for 
allegedly murdering an off-
duty firefighter on the Belt 
Parkway earlier this month.

District Attorney Eric Gon-
zalez in a Tuesday indictment 
charged Joseph Desmond 
with second-degree murder 
for killing Faizal Coto in an 
apparent bout of fatal road 
rage on Dec. 9.

“We allege that this defen-
dant viciously and senselessly 
attacked a dedicated and be-
loved city firefighter who was 
committed to public service,” 
Gonzalez said. 

The suspect’s and firefight-
er’s vehicles collided as each 

Man charged for killing Bravest on Belt
nue and Bay Eighth Street af-
ter bumping into each other.

A motorist who passed 
Coto while traveling in the 
opposite direction saw him in 
distress and drove to the scene, 
where the witness called 911, 
Gonzalez alleged.

Paramedics responding 
to the 911 call then arrived 
with officers from the 62nd 
Precinct, and pronounced 
Coto dead, according to the 
top prosecutor, who said the 
victim died from a fatal blow 
to his left temple.

The 33-year-old Ditmas 
Parker, a member of New 
York’s Bravest with Coney 
Island Engine 245, allegedly 
sustained skull fractures that 
left him hemorrhaging in the 
attack, prosecutors said.

Police and United States 
Marshals caught up with and 
arrested Desmond in New Jer-
sey the day after the deadly 
incident, with help from cam-
eras along the Belt Parkway 
that captured the license-plate 
numbers on the suspect’s In-
finiti sedan, according to 
Gonzalez.

Law enforcement sources 
involved in Desmond’s arrest 
previously told this newspaper 
that he is a gang member, and 
was wanted for a separate pa-
role violation at the time au-
thorities cuffed him.

Supreme Court Justice 
Vincent Del Giudice ordered 
the Staten Islander be held 
without bail, and he will re-
turn to court on March 1, the 
district attorney said.

The suspect allegedly 
killed Faizal Coto, above, 
by delivering a fatal blow 
to his left temple.
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merged onto the Gravesend-
bound side of the parkway, ac-
cording to prosecutors, who 
claimed both drivers pulled 
over on the side of the road 
near Exit Four at 14th Ave-
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By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

They want to know what’s 
in store!

Park Slopers are scratching 
their heads after months of si-
lence from the developer that 
last year filed plans to replace 
the Fifth Avenue Key Food 
with a two-building, mixed-
use complex that will contain 
a similarly inexpensive gro-
cery store.

Bigwigs at builder Avery 
Hall  in October 2017  submit-

Market watch!
Slopers ponder Fifth Ave. Key Food’s fate

lot’s zoning regulations al-
low. The two buildings will 
include some 164 apartments 
between them — 41 of which 
will be below-market-rate — 
and must still be signed off on 
by the city.

It’s unclear exactly what 
additional permits the devel-
oper is waiting on, after offi-
cials in September approved 
a round of key applications 
that included new-building, 
plumbing, and excavation per-
mits, according to records, 
which do not show any ap-
proved permits for demoli-
tion work at the site.

Avery Hall reps are con-
tractually required to provide 
updates to the community 
group it previously negotiated 
with, including advance no-
tice of demolition and con-
struction work, according to 
Kremen, who said the devel-
oper will continue to keep lo-
cals informed.

“We have been in commu-
nication with the coordinator 
for the group to advise him on 
the progress of the city approv-
als for the project,” she said. 

ted plans for its two-tower proj-
ect, which includes a 73-foot-
tall structure at the corner of 
Baltic Street, a smaller 44-unit 
building near Sterling Place 
atop what is now Key Food’s 
parking lot, and a public court-
yard between the two.

And now, some locals — 
including those community 
members who got Avery Hall 
to agree to include an afford-
able grocer in exchange for 
demolishing the current su-
permarket — are wondering 
when construction will begin 
and Key Food’s days at the 
site will end.

“We were expecting a 
ground-breaking in 2018,” 
said Ayana Muhammad, a 
local real-estate broker who 
served on  the group that ne-
gotiated with Avery Hall  af-
ter it purchased the develop-

ment site  in 2015 . “They had 
done preliminary ground test-
ing and stuff, but after that, 
there was nothing. So, we’re 
in the dark.”

The residents aren’t the 
only ones clamoring for con-
struction updates — Key Food 
staffers are also still anxiously 
awaiting to hear when their 
meal tickets will be up, ac-
cording to a manager of the 
Fifth Avenue outpost.

“We have never been given 
a closing date,” said the man-
ager, who refused to provide 
her name. “We’re kind of wait-
ing for information from the 
person who bought the prop-
erty.”

But Avery Hall honchos ex-
pect to break ground “soon,” 
according to company spokes-
woman Maya Kremen, who 
said the firm is still obtaining 

all necessary permits from the 
city, and could not provide a 
more specific date when con-
struction will begin.

“We intend to commence 
construction as soon as is prac-
tical after we get approvals,” 
Kremen said.

The deal the developer 
struck with the locals to win 

their support for its project re-
quires the complex include a 
grocery store run by operators 
on a pre-approved list that ex-
cludes pricier brands such as 
Eataly and Whole Foods.

And in exchange, commu-
nity members gave their okay 
for Avery Hall to build a com-
plex slightly higher than the 

Community members are wondering when their 
beloved inexpensive grocer will close following 
months of silence from Avery Hall after it filed its 
redevelopment scheme with the city last October.
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By Julianne McShane
Brooklyn Paper

These windows are some-
thing to look at!

Brooklyn Public Library 
bigwigs on Dec. 13 revealed 
a set of decorative window 
screens that local teens created 
to adorn panes of the system’s 
interim Sunset Park branch. 

The young adults — all 
of whom participate in pro-
grams run by local do-good 
group the  Center for Family 
Life  — worked with profes-
sional architects to craft the 
screens, which the library 
system’s president said capture 
the spirit of the ever-changing 
neighborhood.

“A successful library reflects 
the community it serves,” said 
Linda Johnson. “We are de-
lighted to present the artwork 
of the student-designers.”

The exterior adornments 
feature outlines of birds, trees, 

books, numbers, and buildings 
made of corrugated plastic, 
which are overlaid on win-
dow screens made of wood 
and scrim, a lightweight wo-
ven fabric.

Johnson and Sunset Park 
Councilman Carlos Menchaca 
joined the young Picassos and 
their mentors to unveil the new 
screens at the interim branch 
— which  opened in May in-
side a former courtroom  in a 
now Police Department–owned 
building at Fourth Avenue and 
43rd Street, which also contains 
offices for the local commu-
nity board. 

Five architects with Leroy 
Street Studios — the Man-
hattan-based firm that also 
designed the interim library 
space — this summer worked 
with 15 Center teens for six 
weeks to design and create the 
screens, which adorn 10 win-
dows, reading-room rep Fritzi 

Bodenheimer said.
And the teenagers’ passion 

for their neighborhood clearly 
shines through in the finished 
products, according to a partner 
at the architectural firm.

“We are moved by the en-
ergy these students brought to 
the project,” said Shawn Watts. 
“Their work not only embod-
ies an element of curiosity and 
joy but, inspired by the neigh-
borhood and their own expe-
rience, also creates an imprint 
of Sunset Park itself.”

The main Sunset Park li-
brary at Fourth Avenue and 
51st Street in April closed its 
doors to make way for a mas-
sive redevelopment, which will 
result in a branch roughly half 
the size of a football field, with 
a dedicated space for teens, a 
community room, and outlet-
equipped tables when it opens 
sometime in 2021, Boden-
heimer said.

Feast for the eyes
BPL installs teens’ decorative window 
screens at interim Sunset Park branch

Students from the Center for Family Life, a Sunset 
Park-based do-good organization, collaborated 
with architects from the Leroy Street Studio to de-
sign sculptural window screens for Sunset Park’s in-
terim branch of the Brooklyn Public Library.

Le
ro

y 
St

re
et

 S
tu

d
io



December 21–27, 2018 AWP  7Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-2500

D RECT

DMISSIONS

Apply for Spring 2019: www.citytech.cuny.edu/directadmissions

# 7 in the nation for moving low-income students to middle class and beyond —chronicle.com 

EXCELSIOR SCHOLARSHIP 

YOU MAY BE ABLE TO ATTEND  
CITY TECH TUITION-FREE!

57 degree programs, both bachelor’s and associate, leading to careers in tomorrow’s  
economy. IT, healthcare, engineering technology including mechatronics, fashion, market-
ing, entertainment and emerging media, construction and architecture and much more.



8  AWP  December 21–27, 2018Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-2500

 

 $1,500 SAVINGS

carcass if she ferried it to a 
public sidewalk.

But the raccoon showed 
signs of life after she hung 
up with the Sanitation De-
partment, so Carman said 
she reached out to Animal 
Care and Control — where 
she claimed reps didn’t re-
turn her call — before con-
tacting 911, whose oper-
ators dispatched another 
patrol car to the scene. But 
the cops that arrived claimed 
they couldn’t find the beast, 
Carman said.

“The police did come, and 
basically said they never saw 
him, although my suspicion is 
they didn’t do a lot of work to 
try and find him,” she said.

Another neighbor, how-
ever, claimed to have an even 
harder time getting the city 
— which encourages locals 
to call 311 about any sick rac-
coons spotted on public or pri-
vate property, and to call the 
cops if an animal gets aggres-
sive — to address the way-
ward animal.

“I called 311 and they 
said, ‘Tough s---,’ ” said Jo-
selyn Muhleisen. “Basically, 
if we wanted a sick raccoon 
removed we needed to hire 
a private service or to leave 
it alone.”

And Carman, who said the 
raccoon was gone the morn-
ing after she asked the Sani-
tation Department and police 
to retrieve it, blasted officials 
for being so unconcerned 
about animals that she said 
pose serious health risks to 
local humans and their ca-
nines.

“I put in a lot of efforts 
on behalf of my dog, and 
my neighbor’s dogs, but this 

is the city’s problem,” she 
said. “I don’t understand how 
they don’t care about a pub-
lic-health crisis.”

Continued from page 1

RACCOONS...
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by Moses Jefferson
Brooklyn Paper

Members of the Brooklyn 
Women’s Bar Association 
spread some year-end cheer on 
Dec. 12 at the group’s annual 
holiday party, which included 
a toy drive that collected gifts 
for kids of domestic-violence 
victims.

Attendees of the bash at 
the Brooklyn Bar Associa-
tion’s Brooklyn Heights head-
quarters donated piles of new, 
unwrapped toys that the at-

torneys then handed over to 
leaders of local do-good group 
the Safe Homes Project.

The festive event also 
featured a raffle of donated 
prizes including theater tick-
ets, sports memorabilia, de-
signer jewelry, salon gift 
cards, and more.

Sponsors that helped stage 
this year’s Brooklyn Women’s 
Bar Association holiday shin-
dig included Floating Pointe 
Technology Consulting and 
Smart Advocate.

Giving back
Brooklyn Women’s Bar 
Association holds toy drive

(Clockwise from top left) From left, Judge Genine 
Edwards, Judge Harriet Thompson, Betty Maton-
do-John, and Judge Sylvia Hinds-Radix. Brooklyn 
Women’s Bar Association President Carrie Anne 
Cavallo spoke to the crowd. From left, Adam Fader, 
Ray Raskin, Judge Richard Montelione, Chaim Stein-
berger, and Ksenia Rudyuk.
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By Julianne McShane
Brooklyn Paper

They’re Shore this reno-
vation will be a hit!

Coney Island civic gurus 
cheered a developer’s plans 
to restore the exterior of the 
landmarked Shore Theater 
to its former glory — even 
though the builder will com-
pletely gut the inside of the 
nearly century-old site as part 
of the job to transform it into 
a hotel and spa.

The new “multicultural, 
family-friendly” facility will 
be a far bigger boon for the 
neighborhood than the now-
derelict theater building at 
Surf and Stillwell avenues, 
attracting visitors to Coney 
year-round when it opens, ac-
cording to the architect who 
presented the makeover to 
members of Community 
Board 13’s Land Use Com-
mittee on Dec. 11.

“Quite frankly, the build-
ing is in terrible shape right 
now. Parts of it are falling 
off,” said Randolph Gerner 

Shore, go right ahead
Civic gurus applaud plans for landmarked Coney spot

of Gerner Kronick and Valcar-
cel Architects. “Our goal is to 
restore the building, to make 
it a viable destination.”

Six Land Use Committee 
members unanimously voted 
to support the proposed exte-
rior renovations, which must 
go before the community 
board and city’s Landmarks 
Preservation Commission 
due to the property’s land-
mark status.

Planned exterior work on 
the split-level site — which 
is comprised of a seven-story 
tower and the attached four-
story structure that formerly 
contained the theater — in-
cludes:

• Restoring the seven-story 
building’s original limestone 
base.

• Replacing decaying parts 
of the taller building’s brick 
façade.

• Replacing all of the taller 
building’s windows.

• Removing the taller build-
ing’s decrepit seventh-story 
balcony and replacing it with 
a replica.

• Flattening the shorter 
building’s rooftop atop the 
former theater to make way 
for an outdoor terrace with 
a pool, according to Gerner, 
who said the finished product 
would recall the splendor of 
the original structure.

Following the Land Use 
Committee’s vote, the pan-
el’s full board will weigh in 
on the plans before sending its 
recommendation to the Land-

marks Commission, which 
will issue its own decision on 
the proposal at a public hear-
ing sometime early next year, 
according to Gerner.

Changes to the property’s 
interior, however, do not re-
quire the preservationists’ ap-
proval, because the city did 
not protect its insides when 
designating it an  individual 
landmark  back in 2010.

Bigwigs at real-estate 
firm Pye Properties — who 
scooped up the Shore The-
ater for $14 million in 2016 
— want to stick the spa and 
a parking garage with space 
for 40–50 cars inside the 
property’s  four-story build-
ing  where Vaudeville acts 
once performed on the the-
ater’s stage, and refashion the 
seven-story tower into a more 
than 50 room lodge.

And atop the taller building 
— which formerly contained 
offices, according to the un-
elected Mayor of Coney Island, 
Dick Zigun — the developer 
plans to open a year-round 
restaurant enclosed by glass 
bricks, its reps said at the com-
munity-board meeting. 

CB13’s full board weighed 
in on the renovation plans as 
this newspaper went to press 
on Dec. 19, and the Landmarks 
Commission will consider  the 
panel’s purely advisory vote in 
making its final decision.

Community Board 13’s 
Land Use Committee 
approved a developer’s 
planned exterior renova-
tions to the landmarked 
Shore Theater building. 
The famous sign (above) 
was destroyed in super-
storm Sandy.
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Noodle news
Park Slope has a sister slurp city!
An international purveyor of ramen noodles 

has chosen Park Slope as its first outpost in the 
eastern United States, because it reminds the 
owners of a “cozy” yoga-obsessed town in Van-
couver, according to the eatery’s manager.

“Our first Vancouver location was also like 
Park Slope,” said Yota 
Ishizaki, manager of 
Ramen Danbo, which 
opened on Seventh 
Avenue between St. 
Johns and Lincoln 
places on Dec. 10. 
“We wanted to try 
a more cozy neigh-
borhood rather than 
Manhattan.”

The Vancou-
ver neighborhood, 
called Kitsilano, is 
a beachside enclave 
formerly regarded as 
the “Haight-Ashbury” of Canada due to the large 
population of long-haired hippies who settled 
there during the 1960s, according to the town’s 
 official tourism website .

And like Park Slope, the seaside Vancouver 
town has faced rising property values, as the 
area attracted a large community of “young ur-
ban professionals” and families, the town’s tour-
ist website says.

And — perhaps most Park Slope of all — 
Kitsilano is completely bonkers for the exer-
cises of the east. The town features numerous 
yoga-wear shops and yoga studios along its main 
drag, and is the birthplace of global yoga brand 
Lululemon, which has two retail outposts in 
Brooklyn. 

If Park Slopers take to Ramen Danbo like the 
Kitslianos did, locals can expect some compe-
tition for the roughly 30 seats at the small Jap-
anese soul-food restaurant, according to Van-
couver food and culture magazine Scout, which 
wrote that the only thing not to like about the 
restaurant is “ how damn popular it is .”

The restaurant offers a simple menu featur-
ing four variations of ramen noodle, starting 
with either a tonkotsu pork-broth or a vegetable 
base. Diners can then customize their meal by 
choosing from a wide variety of options, includ-
ing noodle thickness and firmness and level of 
spice, as well as selecting from traditional top-
pings, including soft-boiled eggs, seaweed, and 
pork belly, among others.

Grab some tasty noodles at Ramen Danbo 
[52 Seventh Ave. between St. Johns and Lincoln 
places in Park Slope, (718) 783–0150, www.ra-
mendanbo.com]. Open daily, 11 am –11 pm.

 — Colin Mixson

D I N I N G

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

T
he previews are finally over!

Nitehawk Cinema opened the doors 
of its long-awaited Park Slope multi-

plex on Wednesday, following a more than 
two-year renovation project. The new 650-
seat, seven-screen theater features digi-
tal projectors and three 35mm reel-to-reel 
projectors — including machines formerly 
owned by auteur Martin Scorsese and me-
dia mogul Rupert Murdoch — and is more 
than three times the size of Nitehawk’s 
flagship Williamsburg cinema.

Nitehawk Prospect Park — as owner Mat-
thew Viragh has branded it — will host screen-
ings of both blockbuster and art-house flicks, 
in addition to showing reruns of Hollywood 
and foreign classics as part of its Signature 
Series program. One of the largest theaters 
also features a wide stage that will be used 
for lectures and other live performances, ac-
cording to a spokesman. 

The “dine-in” movie house also offers 
table-side food and beverage service. The 
menu, designed by executive chef Blessing 
Schuman-Strange, features entrees such as 
the signature Nitehawk Burger, along with 
snacks including tater tots and homemade 
beef jerky, and artisanal popcorn served 
with truffle butter and citric salt. The cin-
ema has also introduced a “Dine and Dash” 
option for those who purchase their tick-
ets with a credit card — anything ordered 
during the film is automatically charged 
to the card, so movie-goers will not have 
to wait for the check.

The theater also hosts two full bars for 
ticket holders to visit before or after the 
films, or for barflies more interested in 
catching a buzz than a blockbuster. 

The 1928-built Sanders Theater served 

Park Slope as the neighborhood’s only movie 
house until 1978, then sat largely empty 
until 1995, when the cinema reopened as 
the infamously dumpy Pavilion Theater, 
which was rumored to contain bed-bugs 
during it later years.

Developer Hidrock Properties got city 
approval to convert the historic theater into 
a condominiums in 2015, but later aban-
doned its plans, and Viragh snagged the 
lease from investors, who purchased the 
property for a cool $28 million in 2016. 

Then he began a massive, gut-renovation 
of the historic theater. The more than two-
year renovation project proved a massive 
challenge, said Viragh, and saw workers 
contending with “rats the size of dogs” at a 
theater that had clearly seen better days. 

“It was like a hoarder had lived here for 
50 years,” he recalled. 

Viragh had originally hoped to open the 
Park Slope cinema earlier this year, but 
credits a months-long delay to the discov-
ery of walled-over architectural elements, 
including a third-floor mezzanine over-
looking Brooklyn’s Backyard. 

But at the end of the day, whether the 
name “Sanders,” “Pavilion,” or “Nitehawk” 
graces the theater’s marquee, the old Pros-
pect Park West movie house was built to 
last, said Viragh, who hopes to serve Park 
Slopers booze and blockbusters for many 
years to come. 

“It’s a really great building,” he said. 
“It’s got great bones.”

Goal power
She’s talkin’ bout a resolution!
A Bushwick comedienne will detail her goals 

for self-improvement at a New Year’s resolution-
themed comedy show 
on Boxing Day. The host 
of “Next Year I Will Be 
Better,” at the Brick in 
Williamsburg on Dec. 
26, hopes that making 
her plans public will 
help turn her dreams 
for the New Year into 
reality. 

“My New Year’s res-
olutions are the same 
lofty goals that everyone 
else has: I want to exer-

cise every day, eat healthier, save more money,” 
said Paige Smith-Hogan (pictured). “I thought, 
maybe if I host a stand-up show where I say my 
resolutions on stage, I will actually be able to 
do those things.” 

Smith-Hogan plans to kick off the show by 
passing judgement on the resolutions of audi-
ence members. Although the show is comic, 
she expects that attendees will be particularly 
sincere about their aims, given the nature and 
timing of the show.

“It’s the day after Christmas, so I feel like 
anyone who comes is going to be really dedi-
cated to New Year’s resolutions instead of be-
ing with their families,” she said. “This whole 
show is an exercise in earnestness.” 

She and a squad of four other comedians will 
then perform short stand-up sets about their goals 
for 2019. Among them will be Smith-Hogan’s 
roommate Gabe Nathans, who has resolved to 
take more risks in his comedy career. 

“I want to try more weird things on stage and 
just go for it,” he said. 

Smith-Hogan said that she also has some more 
personal resolutions in mind, including being 
kinder to herself and cooking more.

“I want to do less negative self-talk. I want 
to write for a half hour every day. And I want 
to never buy lunch — I only want to pack it,” 
she said. 

But will the funny people actually keep the 
promises they make themselves? 

“I hope so,” said Smith-Hogan, who then cor-
rected herself. “Yes, we’re going to!”

Only time will tell.
“Next Year I Will Be Better” at the Brick (579 

Metropolitan Ave. between Lorimer Street and 
Union Avenue in Williamsburg, www.brook-
lyncc.com). Dec. 26 at 9:30 pm. $7.

 — Julianne McShane
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Nitehawk Prospect Park (188 Prospect 
Park West at 14th Street in Park Slope, 
nitehawkcinema.com/prospectpark). 
Open daily at 3 pm. Tickets $13 ($10 se-
niors and children). 

C I N E M A

Nitehawk Cinema opens in Slope’s former Pavilion theater

Movie revival

P
ho

to
 b

y 
Tr

ey
 P

en
te

co
st

Sa
ke

en
ah

 S
al

ee
m

It’s show time!: Nitehawk Cinema’s new Park Slope location opened on 
Wednesday after two years of renovations to the former Pavilion Theater. 
The second-floor bar includes a third-floor mezzanine filled with tables, 
chairs, and a pair of video games. Nitehawk’s seven theaters vary in size from 
a 54-seat screening room to an auditorium with almost 200 seats. Nitehawk 
Cinema owner Matthew Viraugh in the new Park Slope movie house.

Sa
ke

en
ah

 S
al

ee
m

P
ho

to
 b

y 
Tr

ey
 P

en
te

co
st

By Kevin Duggan
Brooklyn Paper

I
t’s a Christmas mitzvah!

A culinary event this Friday will 
dish out the details of how Ameri-

can Jews used Chinese food to forge 
their own Christmas traditions. “Chow 
x Judaism,” at the Museum of Food 
and Drink on Dec. 21, will showcase 
connections between Chinese grub 
and Jewish yuletide traditions that go 
back more than a century, according 
to a Jewish historian who will speak 
at the event.

“Jews lived in close proximity to 
Chinese immigrants on the Lower East 
Side and there were a lot of Chinese 
restaurants, so Jews started to eat out 
at those and other ethnic restaurants 
in the 1890s,” said Joshua Eli Plaut, 
rabbi of the Metropolitan Synagogue 
in Manhattan and author of “A Ko-
sher Christmas: ’Tis the Season to 
Be Jewish.”

Jews patronized the eateries be-
cause they were among the few to stay 
open on Christmas Day, and because 
East Asian cuisine did not use dairy, 
which made it closer to kosher than 

say, Italian food, which often mixes 
meat with cheese — a violation of the 
dietary laws, according to Plaut. 

Soon Chinese food became highly 
sought after among young second-gen-
eration Jewish immigrants in Brook-

lyn, who bent the rules even further, 
dropping strict food traditions in fa-
vor of chopsticks and chop suey — 
which might use ground pork, the his-
torian found.

“A resident of Brownsville, New 
York, commented in 1928 that he ob-
served young Jews frequenting one 
of the six chop suey houses lining the 
streets of Pitkin Avenue,” he wrote 
in his book. To that generation, Chi-
nese food was both worldly and re-
bellious.

“It was a rebellion against the re-
ligious code of conduct of Eastern 
Europe, dropping the kosher dietary 
laws was a step towards American-
ization,” Plaut said. 

Ever since, eating out at Chinese 
restaurants has become a way for Jews 
to partake in an explicitly religious 
national holiday with their own ritu-
als, according to Plaut. 

“Every year it’s a sacred tradition. 

The Chinese restaurant is a place where 
you announced your Jewish identity,” 
he said.

In additino to Plaut’s presentation, 
the night will feature chef Julie Cole, 
who manages the Manhattan eatery 
Nom Wah Nolita and helped to in-
vent the “baogel” — a mix of bao bun 
and bagel. She will give a live cook-
ing demo, and the museum’s execu-
tive chef John Hutt will offer tastes 
of matzoh ball wonton soup.

There will also be a kosher wine 
tasting, stories from  food and drinks 
writer Beth Kaiserman, and comedy 
from Fumi Abe and Mic Nguyen, of 
the sometimes-serious podcast “Asian, 
not Asian.”

“Chow x Judaism” at the Museum 
of Food and Drink Lab [62 Baynard 
St., between Lorimer and Leonard 
streets in Williamsburg, www.mofad.
org, (718) 387–2845]. Dec. 21 at 6:30 
pm. $55.

Oy to the world!
Rabbi discusses X-mas traditions

Chow down: American Jews 
have a tradition of celebrating 
Christmas with Chinese food.
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
Dec. 21

Grinchy girl 
Are you getting sick 
of Santa Claus, carol-
ing, and tinsel every-
where? So is come-
dian JC Cassis, who 
recently recorded the 
anti-Yuletide song 
 “Christmas is B-------”  
to express her 
Scrooge-tastic feel-
ings. She will belt out 
the song at the 
weekly “Live From 
Outer Space” com-
edy show in Bushwick 
tonight.

9 pm at Cobra Club [6 
Wyckoff Ave. between 
Jefferson and Troutman 
streets in Bushwick, (917) 
719–1138, www.cobraclub 
bk.com]. Free.

SATURDAY
Dec. 22

Otter-ly 
adorable
One of the lesser-
known classics of the 
Muppets canon is 
“Emmet Otter’s Jug-
Band Christmas,” a 
musical about a fuzzy 
otter who hopes to 
win a music contest. 
Local jug band the 
Salt Cracker Crazies 
will play all its songs 
live — including one 
from Emmett’s rival, 
the Riverbottom 
Nightmare Band!

8 pm at the Way Station 
[683 Washington Ave. 
between Prospect and St. 
Marks places in Prospect 
Heights, (347) 627–4949, 
www.thewaystationbk.
com]. $5 suggested dona-
tion.

SUNDAY
Dec. 23 

Soul of the 
season
Celebrate “Christmas 
with PJ Morton!” — 
the latest album from 
the Grammy-winning 
R&B singer (and key-
board player for 
Maroon 5). Tonight, 
Morton and his band 
hits Brooklyn Bowl 
for the second of two 
nights from his 
“Gumbo Christmas” 
tour, featuring plenty 
of original tunes and 
New Orleans soul-
style carols.

8 pm at Brooklyn Bowl [61 
Wythe Ave. between N. 
11th and N. 12th streets in 
Williamsburg, (718) 963–
3369, www.brooklynbowl.
com]. $25.

MONDAY
Dec. 24

Not just a 
nitwit
It’s Christmas Eve! If 
you are not hanging 
out with family, then 
you might be the sort 
to fit in at “Misfit 
Xmas.” This party at 
the House of Yes wel-
comes black sheep, 
outcasts, tourists, and 
anybody who doesn’t 
celebrate Christmas 
for a night of spiked 
cocoa, cookies, and 
dancing the Christ-
mas blues away. 

9 pm–3 am at the House 
of Yes [2 Wyckoff Ave. at 
Jefferson Street in 
Bushwick, (646) 838–4937, 
www.houseofyes.org]. $10 
(free with RSVP).

TUESDAY
Dec. 25

Joyeux Noël 
Merry Christmas, 
Brooklyn! Almost 
nothing will be open 
today, so our Editor’s 
Pick is not to fight it. 
Put on a pair of fluffy 
socks, maybe drink 
some eggnog with a 
splash of bourbon, 
and curl up by the 
fire — or at least put 
on the Netflix show 
“Fireplace For Your 
Home,” which is just 
a burning log for two 
hours. Isn’t it nice to 
take a break? 

All day at your place (Your 
street.com). Free.

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, DEC. 21
ART, “ESCHER” THE EXHIBITION 

AND EXPERIENCE: The exhibition 
portrays the life and work of the 
famous 1960s graphic artist MC Es-
cher. $20. 9 am–9 pm. Industry City 
(220 36th Street between Second 
and Third Avenues in Sunset Park, 
www.eschernyc.com). 

LITTLE CARIBBEAN FOOD POP-UP: 
The annual holiday pop-up shop 
hosted by Caribbeing — the Carib-
bean cultural center housed in a 
shipping container, offering guests 
a chance to try out and purchase im-
ported and locally-made food prod-
ucts from all over the Caribbean. 
4–8 pm. Caribbeing (Parkside and 
Ocean Avenues in Prospect Lefferts 
Gardens). 

DANCE, FLATFOOT FLATBUSH: A 
free, participatory fl atfooting parade 
with live music along Flatbush Av-
enue. Part of Make Music New York. 
Free. 5:15 pm. M&T Bank [184 Ster-
ling Pl. at Flatbush Avenue in Park 
Slope to 354 Flatbush Ave. at Dekalb 
Avenue Downtown, (510) 847–5781], 
www.porchstomp.com. 

ART, WINTER SOLSTICE CONCERT: 
Phill Niblock stages his annual six-
hour concert of acoustic and elec-
tronic music and mixed media fi lm 
and video. $25 ($18 in advance). 6 
pm. Roulette [509 Atlantic Ave. at 
Third Avenue in Boerum Hill, (917) 
267–0363], www.roulette.org. 

NIGHTLIFE, HOLIDAY CHEER WITH 
COOKIES AND BEER: Show up for 
the Holiday Happy Hour featuring 
cookies and music. Free. 7 pm–11 
pm. Strong Rope Brewery [574 
President St. between Third and 
Fourth avenues in Gowanus, (929) 
337–8699], www.strongropebrew-
ery.com. 

ART, TECHNO LOVE ACTIVATION: 
Artist Cynthia Alberto presents her 
wearable cocoons. Free. 7 pm. Areté 
Venue and Gallery (67 West Street 
#103, between Noble and Milton 
Streets in Williamsburg), www.arete-
venue.com. 

DANCE, “THE HARD NUT”: The Mark 
Morris Dance Group performs a 
genderbent, swinging ’70s version of 
“The Nutcracker.” A Brooklyn tradi-
tion! $25–$125. 7:30 pm. BAM How-
ard Gilman Opera House (30 Lafay-
ette Ave. between Ashland Place 

and St. Felix Street in Fort Greene), 
www.bam.org. 

MUSIC, “SERENADE TO BROOK-
LYN”: Brooklyn Opera Works 
performs new work by Brooklyn 
composers. $15 ($12 in advance). 
7:30 pm. Brooklyn Music School 
Playhouse [126 St. Felix St. between 
Lafayette Avenue and Hanson Place 
in Fort Greene, (718) 638–5660], 
brooklynmusicschool.org. 

COMEDY, CLAM PALS LIVE!: The 
four comedians show off their new 
sketches at their monthly show. 
Free. 7:30 pm. Freddy’s Bar [627 
Fifth Ave. between 17th and 18th 
streets in Greenwood Heights, (718) 
768–0131], www.freddysbar.com. 

COMEDY, THE SCIENTISTS: Comedi-
ans and “scientists” Blythe Roberson 
and Madelyn Freed investigate 
volcanoes this month, with the help 
of stand-up comedians. $10 ($8 in 
advance). 7:30 pm. Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

MUSIC, BOP MONROE AND POCKET 
MONSTER PODCAST: The trio 
hosts a special “year in review” rock 
show. Free. 11:30 pm. Freddy’s Bar 
[627 Fifth Ave. between 17th and 
18th streets in Greenwood Heights, 
(718) 768–0131], www.freddysbar.
com. 

FILM, “THE NIGHTMARE BEFORE 
CHRISTMAS”: The Pumpkin King 
of Halloweentown plots to take 
over Christmas in this stop-motion 
musical. $7. midnight. Syndicated 
(40 Bogart St. at Thames Street in 
Bushwick). 

SAT, DEC. 22
ART, “ESCHER” THE EXHIBITION 

AND EXPERIENCE: 9 am–9 pm. See 
Friday, Dec. 21. 

LITTLE CARIBBEAN FOOD POP-UP: 

See 9 DAYS on page 12

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

FRI, DEC. 21
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS V INDI-

ANA PACERS: 7:30 pm.

SAT, DEC. 22
SPORTS, PREMIER BOXING 

CHAMPIONS: Jermall Charlo vs. 
Willie Monroe Jr. 4 pm. 

SUN, DEC. 23
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS. 

PHOENIX SUNS: 6 pm. 

WED, DEC. 26
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS. 

CHARLOTTE HORNETS: 7:30 
pm. 

THURS, DEC. 27
FAMILY, HARLEM GLOBETROT-

TERS: 7 pm. 

FRI, DEC. 28
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

VS. OTTOWA SENATORS: 7 pm. 

COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

The Brooklyn Nets will get revenge for this blocked shot 
when the team plays the Phoenix Suns again on Dec. 23.
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By Alexandra Simon
Brooklyn Paper

I
t’s black for the third time!

The business boosting Kwanzaa 
Crawl will return for its third year 

on Dec. 26, sending thousands of bar 
hoppers to 25 black-owned bars and 
restaurants scattered from Park Slope 
to Bedford-Stuyvesant. The day-long 
event, which also happens in Manhat-
tan’s Harlem neighborhood, is the brain-
child of two Caribbean-American sisters 
who wanted to focus on black economic 
power on the first day of the pan-Af-
rican holiday. 

In a year when a white manager called 
the cops on  two black men sitting in-
side a Starbucks , and  Flatbush nail sa-
lon employees attacked two black cus-
tomers , it is more important than ever 
for the black community to prioritize 
black businesses, said the event’s co-
founder.

“When companies or businesses like 
that nail salon or Starbucks mess up, 
that’s when we start to look for black-
owned coffee shops and black-owned 
nail salons,” said Kerry Coddett. “With 
the Kwanzaa Crawl, I want black peo-
ple to start becoming more active than 
reactive.” 

The bar crawl also puts a positive fo-
cus on spots that are often the subject of 
negative stereotypes, she said.

“We don’t celebrate our businesses 
enough and say they have bad service, 
but this is a chance to go to all ven-
ues,” said Coddett. “They’re all so dif-
ferent — some are dive bars and some 
are fancy eateries.”

Every year the crawl’s popularity 
continues to grow, and ticket sales this 
year have already surpassed the 2,800 
who joined the Kwanzaa Crawl last year, 
according to Coddett’s sister and co-
founder, Krystal Stark.

“This year we are expecting 4,000 
people, and we’ve exceeded sales from 
last year with 2,900 tickets already sold,” 
said Stark. 

Most of the locations from the last 
two crawls have joined in again, along 
with several new additions, including 
Negril BK, Nzuri Lounge, and the Slope 
Lounge, among others. 

Local businesses have been especially 
thrilled with the results of having a gi-
ant crowd coming out on the day after 
Christmas, traditionally a slow time, 
said Coddett.

“We had one owner in particular who 
hadn’t even been open for a year and 

was a first time restaurant owner when 
she participated, and she welled up in 
tears saying that we helped saved her 
business,” she said.

The siblings said hearing that type of 
testimony is not only rewarding, but a 
clear example of the positive effect the 
crawl has throughout the year, by ex-
posing the businesses to new people, 
said Stark. 

In Brooklyn, participants will gather 
at an early- or late-afternooon meet-
ing location, where they will be divided 
into teams. Each group will set out on 
a different route to visit at least four 
bars, many of which offer drink and 
food specials.

This year the sisters will also add so-
cial media awards for best outfit, dopest 
venue, best disc jockey, and other cate-
gories, judged from the hashtag #Kwan-
zaaCrawl2018.

Coddett said that the Crawl is a great 
event that people should join, whether 
they celebrate Kwanzaa or not. 

“It’s an opportunity to do something 
positive, to have fun — but for a good 
cause and have fellowship with like-
minded people,” she said. “It’s just a 
great experience where we make you 
feel pride in being black and celebrat-
ing each other.”

They mean business
Sisters celebrate local bars at Kwanzaa crawl

“Kwanzaa Crawl” Brooklyn meet-up 
at Boys and Girls High School (1700 
Fulton St. between Schenectady and 
Utica avenues in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant, www.kwanzaacrawl.com). Dec. 
26; 12:30–2 pm. $35.

And at Kings Beer Hall (84 St Marks 
Pl. between Fourth and Fifth ave-
nues in Park Slope). 4:30–8 pm. 

C R AW L

United we stroll: Particpants in 
the annual Kwanzaa Crawl will visit 
black-owned businesses on Dec. 
26, the first day of Kwanzaa, which 
is called Umoja, or “unity.” Orga-
nizers encourage Kwanzaa Crawl 
participants to dress as “black as 
they feel.” (Left) This team leader 
donned a Kente-cloth dress.
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noon–8 pm. See Friday, 
Dec. 21. 

DANCE, “THE HARD NUT”: 2 
pm and 7:30 pm. See Friday, 
Dec. 21. 

NIGHTLIFE, WINTERFEST 
SILENT DISCO: Dance to 
music from one of three 
streaming DJs at this 
holiday festival behind the 
Brooklyn Museum. $10. 5 
pm. Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

DANCE, HOUSE OF YES 
XMAS SPECTACULAR 
2018: An evening of danc-
ing presents, Xxxmas Trees, 
sexy Santas, gayngels, 
reindeer, Jesus’s birthday 
party, snowfl akes, and all of 
your other holiday favorites. 

$25–$75. 5:30–8:30 pm. 
House of Yes (2 Wyckoff 
Ave. at Jefferson Street in 
Bushwick), www.house-
ofyes.org. 

COMEDY, YOURSELF YOUR 
BODY: A comedic variety 
show discussing our hearts, 
farts, and strange parts. $8. 
7 pm. Union Hall [702 Union 
St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

COMEDY, WE WILL SLEEP 
WITH YOU: A stand-up 
comedy show fi lled with 
double-entendres from 
Pranav and Pete. Free. 7:30 
pm. Pine Box Rock Shop [12 
Grattan St. between Bogart 
Street and Morgan Avenue 
in Bushwick, (718) 366–
6311], www.pineboxrock-
shop.com. 

MUSIC, GABRIEL MAYERS: 
The singer-songwriter 
who started playing in the 
subways brings his soulful 
sounds to the stage. Free. 
8:30 pm. Freddy’s Bar [627 

Fifth Ave. between 17th and 
18th streets in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 768–0131], 
www.freddysbar.com. 

NIGHTLIFE, HAPPY HELLI-
DAYS: A burlesque holiday 
party with goth caroling, 
tarot readings, a makeout 
booth, drink specials, and 
more. Free. 9 pm–4 am. 
Talon Bar [220 Wyckoff 
Ave. at Menahan Avenue in 
Bushwick, (917) 704–2737], 
www.talonbar.com. 

COMEDY, CHEAP DATE HOL-
IDAY EXTRAVAGANZA: 
Comedians and free snacks. 
Hosted by Sharron Paul and 
Calvin Cole. $8. 9:30 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

MUSIC, RETURN OF THE 
MORROW: The band re-
turns after a two-year hia-
tus. Free. 9:30 pm. Freddy’s 
Bar [627 Fifth Ave. between 
17th and 18th streets in 
Greenwood Heights, (718) 

768–0131], www.freddysbar.
com. 

NIGHTLIFE, FULL MOON 
PARTY, WINTER SOL-
STICE: Dance amidst ce-
lestial connections and the 
glow of your solstice soul. 
$20–$30. 10 pm–4 am. 
House of Yes (2 Wyckoff 
Ave. at Jefferson Street in 
Bushwick), www.house-
ofyes.org. 

MUSIC, PLANETMOON: The 
Park Slope rock band shows 
off its album “Planet Janet.” 
Free. 10:30 pm. Freddy’s 
Bar [627 Fifth Ave. between 
17th and 18th streets in 
Greenwood Heights, (718) 
768–0131], www.freddysbar.
com. 

FILM, “THE NIGHTMARE BE-
FORE CHRISTMAS”: 11 pm. 
See Friday, Dec. 21. 

SUN, DEC. 23
ART, “ESCHER” THE EXHIBI-

TION AND EXPERIENCE: 
9 am–9 pm. See Friday, 
Dec. 21. 

LITTLE CARIBBEAN FOOD 
POP-UP: 1–5 pm. See Fri-
day, Dec. 21. 

DANCE, “THE HARD NUT”: 3 
pm. See Friday, Dec. 21. 

MUSIC, OBSOLETE CINEMA 
SAVES CHRISTMAS!: 
A triple bill of fi lms for 
grinches awaits, including 
“Scrooged,” “Emmet Ot-
ter’s Jug-Band Christmas,” 
and “Gremlins.”” Free. 4–8 
pm. Freddy’s Bar [627 Fifth 
Ave. between 17th and 
18th streets in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 768–0131], 
www.freddysbar.com. 

THEATER, “THE JUNGLE”: 5 
pm. See Friday, Dec. 21. 

DANCE, HOUSE OF YES 
XMAS SPECTACULAR 
2018: 7–8 pm. See Satur-
day, Dec. 22. 

COMEDY, THE LESBIAN 
AGENDA: A variety show 
featuring lesbian, bi and 
queer comedians. Straights 
allowed if they are very, very 
funny or were raised by two 
moms. $10. 7:30 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

MUSIC, TENGGER CAVALRY: 
A Mongolian heavy metal 
band. $20. 9 pm. Brooklyn 
Bazaar (150 Greenpoint 
Ave. between Manhattan 
Avenue and Franklin Street 
in Greenpoint), www.bkba-
zaar.com. 

MON, DEC. 24
FAMILY, GINGERBREAD PER-

SON MAKING: The restau-
rant offers kids a chance to 
decorate gingerbread cook-
ies, and to get an entree 
off its children’s menu. $25. 
10 am, 11:30 am, and 1 pm. 

ORGANIC

Hass
Avocados

$$199199
ea.ea.

24/7

3gu y sfrombrook ly n .com

Cauliflower
$$55forfor33 large

head
large
head

12/19 7AM -12/24 7PM
SALE STARTS 19 20 21 22 23 24

GREAT DEAL!

Shelled
Walnuts

$$499499
lb.lb.

SPECIAL!

Cream
Cheese

$$199199
8 oz. bar8 oz. bar

ORGANIC

Red Beets
$$44forfor22

1.1 lb.1.1 lb.

Walnuts

$$179179
lb.lb.

Eggplants

lb.lb.

¢¢7979
Gala Apples

lb.lb.

¢¢5959

Grape Tomatoes

dry
pints
dry
pints

$$55forfor44
Red Seedless Grapes
$$129129

lb.lb.

Navel Oranges

forfor1010$$199199
Hass Avocados

forfor33 $$199199

Sugar
$$199199

4 lb.4 lb.

Whipped Butter
$$199199

8 oz.8 oz.

D

Sour Cream

D

$$199199
16 oz.16 oz.

$$299299
1 lb.1 lb.

D

Mozzarella

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 10

The Farm on Adderley [1108 
Cortelyou Rd. between 
Stratford and Westminster 
roads in Ditmas Park, (718) 
287–3101], www.thefar-
monadderley.com. 

DINING, FEAST OF THE 
SEVEN FISHES DINNER: 
This Christmas Eve, cel-
ebrate the Italian-American 
way with a one-of-a-kind 
Feast of the Seven Fishes 
dinner at Faro. $95. 5:30–
9:30 pm. Faro [436 Jeffer-
son St.between Wyckoff 
and St. Nicholas avenues in 
Bushwick, (718) 381–8201], 
www.farobk.com. 

COMEDY, CHICKEN, ROAD, 
LOL!: Weekly comedy open 
mic at a gay bar. Five min-
utes to work on your stuff. 
Free. 8 pm. Excelsior [563 
Fifth Ave. between 15th and 
16th streets in Park Slope, 
(718) 788–2710], www.excel-
siorbrooklyn.com. 

NIGHTLIFE, MISFIT XMAS: 
Embrace your misfi t-ness 
and dance with native New 
Yorkers, orphans, tourists, 
Chosen People, and non-
Christmas celebrators. Free. 
9 pm–3 am. House of Yes (2 
Wyckoff Ave. at Jefferson 
Street in Bushwick), www.
houseofyes.org. 

TUES, DEC. 25
NIGHTLIFE, MERRY FUNK-

ING CHRISTMAS: They’ve 
got the beats to give you 
heat for a hot Christmas 
night. Get loose, give it up 
and give a funk! Free. 9 
pm–3 am. House of Yes (2 
Wyckoff Ave. at Jefferson 
Street in Bushwick), www.
houseofyes.org. 

WED, DEC. 26
ART, “ESCHER” THE EXHIBI-

TION AND EXPERIENCE: 
9 am–9 pm. See Friday, 
Dec. 21. 

KWANZAA CRAWL: The 
third annual Kwanzaa Crawl 
returns to support black 
businesses in Brooklyn and 
Harlem on the fi rst day of 
the Pan-African holiday. 

Brooklyn meet-up at Boys 
and Girls High School 
(1700 Fulton St. between 
Schenectady and Utica ave-
nues in Bedford-Stuyvesant, 
www.kwanzaacrawl.com). 
$35. 12:30–2 pm. 

MUSIC, LEE TAYLOR: South-
ern blues, gospel, jazz, old 
time, and neo-soul singer 
Lee Taylor gives a sneak 
peak into her upcoming 
debut album. Free. 5:30–7 
pm. Freddy’s Bar [627 Fifth 
Ave. between 17th and 
18th streets in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 768–0131], 
www.freddysbar.com. 

COMEDY, COMEDIANS 
YOU SHOULD KNOW: 
The Chicago-style stand 
up showcase holds a very 
special holiday spectacular 
featuring only comics who 
fi nd entertaining you more 
important than visiting their 
families! Featuring Sam Jay, 
Charles Gould, Ryan Dono-
ghue, Guitler Rapheal, and 
more! $10 ($5 in advance). 9 
pm. The Gutter [200 N. 14th 
St. between Wythe Avenue 
and Berry Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 387–3585], 
thegutterbrooklyn.com. 

THURS, DEC. 27
ART, “ESCHER” THE EXHIBI-

TION AND EXPERIENCE: 
9 am–9 pm. See Friday, 
Dec. 21. 

MUSIC, TRADITIONAL IRISH 
AND SCOTTISH SESSION: 
Brooklyn Traditional Slow 
Jam host a medium to full-
speed open session with 
trad tunes from Ireland, 
Scotland, England, and 
Quebec. Free. 6–9 pm. 
Freddy’s Bar [627 Fifth 
Ave. between 17th and 
18th streets in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 768–0131], 
www.freddysbar.com. 

COMEDY, BE BEST: An eve-
ning of holiday stories and 
songs by First Lady Melania 
Trump and friends! $7. 7:30 
pm. The Brick [575 Met-
ropolitan Ave. between 
Union Avenue and Lorimer 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 

A doll of a show: You have until Sunday to catch the 
“The Hard Nut,” at the Brooklyn Academy of Music, a 
version of “The Nutcracker” set in the swinging ’70s, 
which opens with an amazing, semi-improvised party 
scene before introducing an Elvis-style Rat King, 
dancing snowflakes, and a trip around the world.
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907–6189], www.brickthe-
ater.com. 

NIGHTLIFE, MIZZ Q-TRAIN: 
Three fi nalists compete for 
the title of Mizz Q-Train at 
this Winter Wonderland-
themed event. Free. 9 pm. 
Sycamore [1118 Cortelyou 
Rd. between Stratford and 
Westminster roads in Dit-
mas Park, (347) 240–5850], 
www.sycamorebrooklyn.
com. 

NIGHTLIFE, UGLY SWEATER 
PARTY: Rock your most 
fabulous sweater fashions 
for this special edition of 
Dirty Thursday. Free. 10 
pm–4 am. House of Yes (2 
Wyckoff Ave. at Jefferson 
Street in Bushwick), www.
houseofyes.org. 

FRI, DEC. 28
ART, “ESCHER” THE EXHIBI-

TION AND EXPERIENCE: 
9 am–9 pm. See Friday, 
Dec. 21. 

DANCE, THE ROLLER WAVE: 

Roller Disco: Glide, ride, fl y, 
get high! Studio50 H brings 
his Roller Wave skate party 
to the legendary House of 
Yes for an evening of roll 
bouncing, boozing, and 
boogying. Get your workout 
and your happy hour on at 
the same time. $10–$20. 
6–10 pm. House of Yes (2 
Wyckoff Ave. at Jefferson 
Street in Bushwick), www.
houseofyes.org. 

MUSIC, A GAY SHOW FOR 
ALL PEOPLE: Holiday Spec-
tacular: Aaron Jackson and 
Josh Sharp host a gay show 

with songs accompanied by 
a live band. $15. 8 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

MUSIC, COME: Alterna-
tive0Indie rock band with 
special guest Jennifer 
O’Connor. $20. 8 pm. 
Union Pool [484 Union Ave. 
at Meeker Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 609–0484], 
www.union-pool.com. 

COMEDY, PEGASUS: A sketch 
comedy show written and 
performed by Amanda Ariel 

“Peggy” Xeller. Musical co-
median Marty Topps opens. 
$10. 9:30 pm. The Brick [575 
Metropolitan Ave. between 
Union Avenue and Lorimer 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
907–6189], www.brickthe-
ater.com. 

COMEDY, DO THE HAROLD: 
Any improviser from any 
school or level can play 
a full Harold jam set with 
seasoned improvisers. $5. 
11 pm. The Brick [575 Met-
ropolitan Ave. between 
Union Avenue and Lorimer 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
907–6189], www.brickthe-
ater.com. 

MUSIC, FRED THOMAS LATE-
NIGHT FUNK-N-SOUL 
DANCE PARTY: James 
Brown’s former bassist Fred 
Thomas tears into hits of his 
former bandmate, as well 
as blues and soul classics. 
Free. 11:30 pm. Freddy’s 
Bar [627 Fifth Ave. between 
17th and 18th streets in 
Greenwood Heights, (718) 
768–0131], freddysbar.com. 

SAT, DEC. 29
KWANZAA FEST BROOK-

LYN: Celebrate the festival 
and its principles with an 
art exhibit, fi lm screening, 
music, and more. $20–$23. 
7 pm. National Sawdust [80 
N. Sixth St. at Wythe Av-
enue in Williamsburg, (646) 
779–8455], www.national-
sawdust.org. 

MUSIC, “CHRISTIANS, PA-
GANS, AND OTHER HIP-
STERS”: Folk singer Dar 
Williams hosts her annual 
holiday show for all people. 
$28. 7 pm. Bell House [149 
Seventh St. at Third Avenue 
in Gowanus, (718) 643–
6510], thebellhouseny.com. 

COMEDY, SPARKLE HOUR: 
A variety show featuring 
queer and alternative co-
medians. $10. 8 pm. The 
Brick [575 Metropolitan Ave. 
between Union Avenue and 
Lorimer Street in Williams-
burg, (718) 907–6189], www.
bricktheater.com. 

162 Montague St, 2nd Floor, Brooklyn Heights
(718) 522-5555/58  Fax: (718) 522-7555
www.nanatori.com  OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

FREE
DELIVERY

$10 
MIN

Fine Japanese cuisine, plus full 
sushi bar, for lunch or dinner

Get daily updates on news in your 
neighborhood by signing up for our 

daily e-mail updates at 

BrooklynPaper.com/updates

STAY INFORMED!

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

H
e’s leading a life of spice. 

A Bushwick hot sauce and jam 
purveyor will hand out samples 

of his unique creations at the Ren-
egade Craft Fair in Greenpoint on 
Dec. 22 and 23. The owner of Bush-
wick Sauce Company loves the kick 
of energy people get after tasting his 
sauces and jams, he said. 

“I really enjoy all these holiday 
markets, it’s a great place for people 
to try products,” said Adam Braw-
erman, who runs  Bushwick Sauce 
Company , which sells products at 
local storefronts such as Heatonist 
in Williamsburg and Stinky Bklyn 
in Cobble Hill. “I really enjoyed the 
energy and enthusiasm people have 
when they do try them.”

Brawerman will be among more 
than 200 local vendors showing off 
trinkets and foodstuffs during the 
two-day fair at the Brooklyn Expo 
Center. 

Brawerman makes and sells four 
different hot sauces, including Scor-
pion Pepper Purple Carrot, Peach Ha-
banero Pepper, and Jalapeño Cilantro 
Lime, along with two jams, includ-
ing the classic strawberry and ap-

ple butter, all made 
with locally sourced 
products from or-
ganic farms, and all 
delicious in their own 
way. It’s nearly impos-
sible to choose a fa-
vorite, said the sauce 
merchant.

“They are all my 
babies,” said Braw-
erman, although he 
has a fondness for 
one of his first prod-
ucts, the Scorpion 
Pepper Purple Car-
rot hot sauce.

Brawerman is ex-
cited for people to 
try his latest concoc-
tion, a hot sauce that 
mixes the spiciness of 
a ghost pepper, the sweetness of te-
quila, and the aroma of lavender — 
aptly named Ghost Pepper, Tequila, 
and Lavender. 

The flavors blend together to cre-
ate a tasty hot sauce that gives the 
perfect kick, and is not unbearably 
hot, he said.

“It’s a really unique flavor profile I 
don’t think you’ll see anywhere else,” 
said Brawerman. “It really works — 

it’s not different for the sake of be-
ing different. It’s a wonderful com-
bination, surprisingly versatile, and 

can be on a variety of foods as well 
as in spicy cocktails.”

Brawerman said he chooses his in-
gredients to add zest to a meal, not to 
burn people’s tongues off. 

“None of my hot sauces are like 
that, I’m much more about balance and 
flavor than I am about true heat,” said 
Brawerman. “I’m trying to enhance 
the food you’re eating, not completely 
overpower it with pure fire.”

Packing heat
Bushwick hot sauce maker 
brings spice to craft market

Hot jam!: Bushwick Sauce Company owner Adam 
Brawerman will give out samples of his hot sauces 
and jams at the Renegade Craft Fair in Greenpoint 
on Dec. 22 and 23.
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Renegade Craft Fair at the 
Brooklyn Expo Center (72 Noble 
St. between West and Franklin 
streets in Greenpoint). Dec. 22–
23; 11 am–5 pm. Free.

FA I R

LIST YOUR EVENT…
To list your event in Nine Days In Brooklyn, please give us two 
weeks notice or more. Send your listing by e-mail: calendar@
cnglocal.com, or submit the information online at www.brook-
lynpaper.com/events/submit. We are no longer accepting sub-
missions by mail. Listings are free and printed on a space avail-
able basis. We regret we cannot take listings over the phone.
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Now on
FROM THE PAGES OF BROWNSTONER.COM

Stephen Zacks
Brownstoner

This renovated Bay Ridge 
barrel-fronted limestone row 
house built around 1900 has 
details to spare — maybe too 
many. The dining room has a 
dizzying array of bracketed 
wainscoting, coffered ceiling, 
and built-in shelves.

Elsewhere, the combination 
of stark white walls with refin-
ished stained baseboards, win-
dow trim, crown molding, in-
laid floors, and staircase with 
round curtail steps and carved 
bannisters is obsessively con-
sistent. A little color or wall-

paper — particularly in the 
verticals in the dining room 
wainscot — might tame the 
stripes.

423 Bay Ridge Pkwy. (or 
75th Street) is part of a row in 
Bay Ridge known as “Doctors’ 
Row,” built between 1899 and 
1910 by the Bay Ridge Devel-
opment Company. The neo-
Renaissance row houses orig-
inally sold for $6,500 each, 
according to a 1907 ad in the 
Brooklyn Daily Eagle.

They aren’t landmarked, 
but locals have been push-
ing to designate the row a 
historic district, even getting 

into the weeds of the discus-
sion at a Community Board 10 
meeting last June.

The multifaceted home is 
configured with kitchen, liv-
ing room, and dining room 
on the first floor, with four 
bedrooms above. A couple of 
quirks: The kitchen is open to 
the foyer, and the bedrooms 
share one relatively small 
bathroom (not shown in pic-
tures). Nice features include a 
good number of closets, a rear 
as well as a front entry foyer, 
and a decent-size yard.

It’s worth noting that the 
house is a mixed-use prop-

erty containing one residential 
unit and one commercial unit 
(a doctor’s office in the Eng-
lish basement), which means 
mortgage terms and taxes are 
likely to be less favorable than 
for a strictly residential build-
ing. The half-bathroom in the 
basement is for the commer-
cial rental, which has its own 
separate entrances.

Speaking of taxes, they are 
$665, according to the list-
ing, from Dawn Silverstein 
of Brennan Realty Services. 
The property is asking $1.499 
million.

What do you think of it?

Limestone house on Ridge’s 
‘Doctors’ Row’ asks $1.499M

The Bay Ridge Parkway home is 
nestled in a row of rowhouses. In-
isde,  the sprawling limestone has 
no shortage of intricate detailing. B
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For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch, 
call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD) or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account3 which 
provides you with access to over 55,000 ATMs, ATM fee rebates, mobile banking and mobile 
check deposit.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New Maximum Money Market account and new money only. APY effective November 2, 2018. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance to open 
the Maximum Money Market account is $5,000. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. The APY for the Maximum Money Market account is 0.10% for daily account balances between $0 and $4,999, 
0.15% for daily balances between $5,000 and $24,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $25,000 and $74,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $75,000 and $99,999 and 2.00% for daily balances of $100,000 or more. Rates may 
change at any time without notice. You must maintain the stated tier balance for the statement cycle to receive the respective disclosed yield for that tier. 2 New money only. APY effective November 2, 2018. Annual percentage yield 
assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. For new IRA and rollover accounts, 
the minimum deposit balance is $5,000. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. 3 New money required for new checking accounts only. 
A Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. Fees may reduce earnings on 
these accounts. A checking account is not required for IRA accounts.
Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.®

15-Month 
Certificate of Deposit

2.65%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY2

Maximum 
Money Market

2.00%
$100,000 minimum deposit

APY1
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0% APR: 6 years* with a minimum purchase of $3999, 5 years* with a minimum purchase of $2799, 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $1999, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $1299, 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $999 on your Mattress Firm credit card. 72, 60, 48, 36 or 24 equal monthly payments required.  *Off er valid 12/22/18-1/1/19 and applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will 
be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms 
apply to non-promotional purchases. Down payment equal to sales tax and delivery required. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. 1. Free Adjustable Base Off er: Off er valid 12/22/18-1/1/19. Receive a free Head Up 50 adjustable base (up to a $699 value) with select mattress 
purchases of $599 and above. Free adjustable base off er valid on same-size mattress purchased. Split king or split California king base purchases consist of 2 bases. For split king or split California king purchases consumer will receive one free adjustable base with promotion, with second base at regular price. Free adjustable base off er valid to complete mattress set, has no cash value and cannot be used as credit. Off er 
not valid on previous purchases, fl oor models, clearance items or Final Markdown. Other exclusions may apply. Price of adjustable base (up to $699) will be deducted from refund if mattress is returned for a refund.  Cannot be combined with any other off er. Limited quantities available; off er valid while supplies last. See store for complete details. 2. Get select king-sized mattresses for the price of a queen-sized mattress. Or 
get select queen-sized mattresses for the price of a twin-sized mattress. Savings applied to our low price. Savings vary by mattress set and model (max savings up to $600). Product selection may vary by store. Off er not valid on previous purchases, fl oor models, clearance items or Final Markdown. Other exclusions may apply. Cannot be combined with any other off er. Limited quantities available; off er valid 12/22/18-1/1/19 
or while supplies last. See store for complete details. In-store dollar savings range from $50-$699. We invite you to ask about any individual prices. Product and selection may vary from store to store. Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. Mattress Firm, Inc. strives for accuracy in our advertising, but errors in pricing and/or photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves the right to 
correct any such errors. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise indicated, off ers valid 12/22/18-1/1/19 or while supplies last at your local Mattress Firm. See store for complete details. 

1-800-MAT-FIRM  |  MATTRESSFIRM.COM1- 00

EXTENDED HOURS: Mon 10AM-4PM • Tue Closed
Wed-Sat 10AM-8PM • Sun 10AM-8PM • Mon 10AM-6PM • Tue 10AM-8PM

FIRM QUEEN MATTRESS

NOW 497$

WAS $597 SAVE $100WAS $497 SAVE $100
MEMORY FOAM QUEEN MATTRESS

NOW 397$

The nation’s largest specialty mattress retailer,
off ering the best beds at the best value.

OUR MOST POPULAR OFFER IS BACK.
HURRY IN BEFORE WE SELL OUT!

ACROSS FAMOUS NAME BRANDS

OR

KING
FOR THE PRICE OF A

QUEEN2

QUEEN
FOR THE PRICE OF A

TWIN2

Up to a $699 value — FREE1

ENDS 1/1 

Adjust your bed and turn your
bed into a couch or movie theater.

Minimum purchase of $3999 with your Mattress Firm credit card. 72 equal monthly payments required. 

0% APR FOR 6 YEARS*
See store for details.

NO CREDIT NEEDEDOR


