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Ice shot
Old Saint Nick and tyke Isabelle Kokosza made a perfect pair while 
skating in Prospect Park during a Dec. 18 event hosted by leaders 
of Park Slope’s Methodist Hospital.
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By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

Downtown is on the up and up!
A developer wants to erect another 

massive skyscraper above the neighbor-
hood, one block away from the polariz-
ing  80 Flatbush megadevelopment  that 
the city green-lit in September.

Brooklyn-based builders Rabsky 
Group and Totem are pushing to re-
zone a lot bounded by Fulton Street, 
Hudson and DeKalb avenues, and Rock-
well Place, in order to construct a 942-
foot mixed-use tower with roughly 900 
apartments, a new 640-seat elementary 
school, a community facility, and retail 
and commercial space.

The trapezoidal plot at 625 Ful-
ton Street is on the Downtown–Fort 
Greene border, within the Special Down-
town Brooklyn District where build-
ings’ size is regulated by density, not 
height, which the city formed back in 
2004 to bring taller, mixed-use build-
ings to the area.

But despite its proximity to  the five-
building 80 Flatbush complex , the lot 
is within Fort Greene Councilwoman 
Laurie Cumbo’s district, not that of her 
colleague Downtown Councilman Ste-
phen Levin, who ultimately signed off 
on a slightly shrunken 80 Flatbush — 
which will contain nearly 900 apart-
ments, roughly 200 of which are so-
called affordable, two new schools, and 
cultural and commercial space — after 
months of protests, negotiations, and 
debate over its necessity.

But before the builders can break 
ground, they must raze the three-story 
building now at the site, which includes 
a pre-school, a commercial-trade school 

THE LATEST HIGH
Developers seek rezoning to build 942-foot skyscraper Downtown

Developers Rabsky Group and Totem want the city to rezone a Fulton 
Street lot Downtown so they can erect a 942-foot tower.
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for adults, and retail space.
And they also need the city to sign 

off on an upzoning to increase the plot’s 
allowable floor-area ratio — a zoning 
measurement abbreviated as “far” that 
determines how high a structure can be 
relative to the size of the land it is on 
— from a total of 10 to a max of 21, in 

order to include the school.
Should the city approve the rezoning 

but not a special permit needed to boost 
the far to 21, the developers will drop the 
school, and instead push for a far as big 
as 20, or as small as 18, for the towers’ 
commercial space, according to  docu-
ments  they filed with the city.

The developers are not asking the 
city to upzone the tower’s residential 
space, but would still get a small boost 
in density in exchange for making as 
many as 25 percent of the building’s 
units below-market-rate, according to 
the rezoning report.

If approved, the proposed 942-foot 
tower, about 100 feet higher than the taller 
of 80 Flatbush’s two soon-to-be-built high-
rises, would go up across the street from 
another 40-story tower that builder Slate 
Property Group wants to erect at 570 Ful-
ton St., which the local community board 
outright  rejected  in October.

The rezoning request has yet to begin 
its way through the city’s lengthy Uni-
form Land Use Review Procedure, how-
ever, which will kick off only after the 
developers finalize a draft environmen-
tal-impact statement required for the pro-
cess to begin.

And if officials reject the request, the 
developers plan to erect a 78-story, mixed-
use residential building with ground-floor 
retail on the lot as of right.

The City Planning Commission is 
set to review the project on Jan. 17, and 
civic gurus on Community Board 2 will 
get a chance to weigh in by next fall 
at the earliest once the ulurp process 
kicks off, according to its district man-
ager Rob Perris. 

The Fulton Street project isn’t Rab-
sky’s only development in the area — 
the firm is also behind a scheme to build 
market-rate housing on the site of a for-
mer  Brooklyn Hospital  tower contain-
ing doctors’ offices and an urgent-care 
facility in Fort Greene, and the contro-
versial eight-building  Broadway Trian-
gle  project in Williamsburg.

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

Brooklyn Heights residents 
will breathe in toxic chemicals 
for years if the city moves for-
ward with  a plan  to turn the neigh-
borhood’s Promenade into a six-
lane speedway for gas-guzzling 
cars and trucks during the loom-
ing reconstruction of the Brook-
lyn–Queens Expressway’s triple 
cantilever, experts warn.

“A 7-year-old would spend their 
entire childhood exposed to pol-
lution,” said journalist and public-
health expert Laurie Garrett, who 
in 1995 won a  Pulitzer Prize  for 
her reporting on an outbreak of 
the Ebola virus in Africa. “Peo-
ple have homes right there, we 
don’t have any scheme for how 
we would keep all the noise and 
pollution from going right into liv-
ing rooms and bedrooms.”

The historic Promenade, which 
sits at the top of the 70-year-old 
highway’s crumbling three-tiered 
structure, currently acts as a bar-
rier that blocks the toxic pollut-
ant known as “ fine particulate 
matter ,” or pm 2.5, emitted by 
the 153,000 cars and trucks on 
the expressway daily from fill-

ing the lungs of kids, oldsters, 
and other vulnerable individuals 
living in the Heights, according 
to Garrett.

Bigwigs at the New York State 
Department of Health warn that 
pm 2.5 can irritate the eyes, noses, 
throats, and lungs of people who 
inhale it, and that prolonged ex-
posure to the noxious particles 
can increase the risk of chronic 
bronchitis and death from lung 
cancer or heart disease.

And if city transportation of-
ficials move forward with their 
so-called “alternative approach” 
to turn the Promenade into a six-
lane speedway for at least six years 

in order to shore up the 1.5-mile 
stretch of expressway — which 
Mayor DeBlasio  prefers  over the 
so-called “traditional approach” to 
rebuild the highway lane by lane, 
potentially causing traffic for up 
to 12 miles — then those chemi-
cals would instead fly right into 
people’s homes, said Garrett, the 
author of a  2011 tome  about the 
public-health crisis that plagued 
parts of the city following the 
9-11 attacks.

“The alternative route will be 
literally inches from people’s bed-
room windows, inches from play-
grounds, and feet from schools 
and residents throughout, and 
we don’t have a precedent in the 
city for doing this to a commu-
nity,” she said. “Eighteen-wheel-
ers burning fuel, 153,000 vehicles 
a day rolling right at the level of 
people’s home windows — this 
community can be poisoned while 
we fix this.”

The mere possibility of such 
an increase in local pollution 
should be enough for Hizzoner — 
a self-professed fighter of climate 
change who still routinely hops 
into a sport-utility vehicle for the 
12-mile drive from his Manhat-
tan residence to  his beloved Park 

Slope gym  — to pump the brakes 
on his preferred repair plan and 
instead consider alternate solu-
tions, according to Garrett.

“If we’re serious about climate 
change, and DeBlasio claims to be, 
why are we building a superhigh-
way for 153,000 gas-guzzling ve-
hicles everyday?” she said.

Officials — who said both 
the alternative and traditional 
approaches for fixing the triple 
cantilever would cost nearly $4 
billion, with the former expected 
to end as soon as 2026, and lat-
ter lasting as long as into 2029 
— should instead use that cash to 
conceive of an entirely new tran-
sit scheme for locals, rather than 
simply rebuild a decades-old road-
way that the journalist called in-
frastructure of the past.

“With $4 billion we could 
build an amazing people-mover 
system,” Garrett said. “Why are 
we still looking at exactly the 
same technology that Robert 
Moses was looking at right af-
ter World War II?”

And one city pol — who is ru-
mored to be eyeing a run to suc-
ceed DeBlasio in the 2021 may-
oral election — doubled down on 
Garrett’s plea, demanding his col-

Highway to health trouble
Locals face years of toxic air from BQE plan, experts warn

Brooklyn Heights residents will breathe in toxic chemicals that could lead to lung cancer 
and deathif the city moves forward with its plan to turn the Promenade into a six-lane 
speedway to fix the Brooklyn–Queens Expressway’s triple cantilever, some experts warn.
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leagues explore every possible op-
tion for repairing the length of 
expressway between Atlantic Av-
enue and Sands Street in order 
to spare people’s lungs and the 
Promenade, which must close for 
a time regardless of the option 
chosen due to its position atop 
the highway.

“Have you looked at the long 
term environmental impact on 

the surrounding community from 
property damage, dust, and debris 
due to the innovative approach?” 
Comptroller Scott Stringer wrote 
in a Dec. 17 missive to Hizzoner. 
“How does maintaining a major 
highway running through residen-
tial neighborhoods help that?”

Leaders of the city’s Depart-
ment of Transportation, who are 
overseeing the repairs that could 

kick off as soon as 2020, are still 
weighing all their choices, and 
are about to kick off the job’s en-
vironmental-review process, ac-
cording to a spokeswoman, who 
said the bigwigs will hold several 
upcoming meetings with Brook-
lyn Heights locals and civic lead-
ers  worried  about the possibility 
of their beloved walkway turning 
into a temporary highway.

FIXING 
the BQE

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

The city approved a develop-
er’s request to upzone land near 
the Brooklyn Botanic Garden to 
make way for two controversial 
towers, after a Crown Heights 
councilwoman hashed out a deal 
she claims will nearly double the 
amount of below-market-rate hous-
ing included in the project.

“This is nothing short of a mir-
acle to announce I have secured 
commitments to increase afford-
able housing,” Crown Heights 
Councilwoman Laurie Cumbo 
boasted at a Dec. 13 Council Sub-
committee on Zoning and Fran-
chises hearing, ahead of the body’s 

full vote on Dec. 20. 
Developers Cornell Realty 

and Carmel Partners originally 
sought to build two 16-story tow-
ers at 40 Crown St. and 931 Carroll 
St., which would together include 
518 rentals, 140 of which would 
be below-market-rate.

But under the new deal, the 
builders are required to dedicate 
space for an additional 118 so-
called affordable rentals, bring-
ing a total of 258 below-market-
rate units to the area, according 
to Cumbo.

Almost all of the additional af-
fordable units will be built by af-
fordable-housing developer Asian 
Americans for Equality, to which 

Carmel Partners agreed to give a 
roughly 1,000-square-foot parcel 
of land in exchange for Cumbo 
blessing the  upzoning request  as 
part of the city’s Universal Land 
Use Review Procedure.

That land will be rolled into the 
do-good developer’s existing proj-
ect at nearby 141 Montgomery St., 
which will exclusively include af-
fordable housing, according to a 
spokesman for Asian Americans 
for Equality, who said the firm 
previously planned to construct a 
building with 50 to 60 below-mar-
ket-rate units, but now can pack 
in a grand total of 100.

Current zoning regulations only 
allow buildings up to seven stories 

or less, and a Carmel rep previously 
said that, should the city block its 
rezoning request, the builder would 
instead only include luxury con-
dos in its project.

The city instituted the seven-
story height limit in 1991, as part of 
a 13-block downzoning of proper-
ties near the Botanic Garden done 
largely to protect it and its then-
under-construction Steinhardt 
Conservatory from the shadows 
of large buildings.

But Cornell and Carmel’s tow-
ers will not stand nearly as tall as 
the 28-story Tivoli Towers built on 
nearby Crown Street back in 1979, 
and Botanic Garden bigwigs did 
not come out against the new high-

rises —  despite their condemna-
tion by green-space patrons from 
across the world  — instead repeat-
edly  citing a shadow study Cornell 
conducted  that showed the proj-
ect would not block too much sun 
from the growing patch.

Cumbo’s vote to approve the re-
zoning concluded the ulurp pro-
cess just as the public review for 
another development is about to 
begin in her district.

Builder  Continuum Com-
pany  wants to erect a six-build-
ing complex with towers as high 
as 37 stories — featuring some 
1,450 units  — on Franklin Ave-
nue between Sullivan and Mont-
gomery streets.

Builders get room to grow near Garden

A rendering shows the proposed 16-story high-rises on ei-
ther side of the taller Tivoli Towers constructed nearby back 
in 1979.
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Apply for Spring 2019: www.citytech.cuny.edu/directadmissions

# 7 in the nation for moving low-income students 
to middle class and beyond —chronicle.com 

EXCELSIOR SCHOLARSHIP 

YOU MAY BE ABLE TO ATTEND  
CITY TECH TUITION-FREE!

57 degree programs, both bachelor’s and associate, leading to careers in tomorrow’s  
economy. IT, healthcare, engineering technology including mechatronics, fashion, market-
ing, entertainment and emerging media, construction and architecture and much more.
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Your Neighborhood Lab®

For other locations, visit enzoclinicallabs.com/locations Follow us on and

Convenient Hours: 

Monday-Sunday, 10:00 am – 6:00 pm
Telephone (347) 529-3824

Enzo Clinical Labs 
849 57th Street
Ground Floor
Brooklyn, NY 11220

Visit our Patient Service 
Center in Sunset Park! 

Grand Opening January 7th

IF YOU’RE
CARING FOR A

FAMILY MEMBER WITH 
MEMORY LOSS,
WHO’S CARING

FOR YOU?

Caring for a family member who has trouble with thinking and memory can 
be extremely challenging. So challenging, in fact, that caregivers may feel 
overwhelmed, struggling to maintain their own health and well-being.

NYU Langone’s Family Support Program provides convenient, personalized, 
and ongoing support to people caring for someone with Alzheimer’s or other 
thinking and memory disorders.

The program is provided free of charge to individuals living within the fi ve 
boroughs. You will receive access to counseling; connections to doctors and 
support groups; and compassionate guidance by being paired with a caregiver 
who has had a similar experience.

Join a community dedicated to providing the support and guidance you need, 
for as long as you need it.

For more information or to enroll, call us at 646.754.2277 
or visit nyulangone.org/memorydisordersupport.

The Alzheimer’s Disease and Related Dementias Family Support Program
is supported by a grant from the New York State Department of Health.

THE ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE 
AND RELATED DEMENTIAS 

FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAM.
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By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

Cops from all over Brook-
lyn are now patrolling Amer-
ica’s Downtown after a recent 
uptick in shootings there, in-
cluding a fatal November inci-
dent when a gunman shot and 
killed another guy at the foot 
of an escalator inside a swanky 
new  shopping center .

“We did have a few inci-
dents, we were able to put more 
resources down, increase the 
visibility of patrol officers,” 
said Police Department As-
sistant Chief Jeffrey Mad-
drey, the commanding officer 
of Patrol Borough Brooklyn 
North, which serves the neigh-
borhood in addition to the lo-
cal 84th Precinct. “You’ll see 
other precincts’ patrol cars, 
that’s all part of our plan in-
creasing presence here.”

Law-enforcement officials, 
Borough President  Adams , 
and leaders of the business-
boosting Downtown Brooklyn 
Partnership worked together 
on the plan to bring more of-
ficers from Patrol Borough 
Brooklyn North — which cov-
ers neighborhoods including 
Bushwick, East New York, 
Greenpoint, Vinegar Hill, and 
more, in addition to Down-

Downtown’s Blue period
Cops from across boro patrolling nabe during holidays

town —  to the busy shopping 
district during the holidays, 
following the recent shooting 
and three other bouts of non-
fatal gunfire in  July ,  August , 
and  October .

Adams and authorities pre-
viously blamed the recurring 
incidents on  gun-toting  sus-
pects coming to and from 
Downtown’s many court-
rooms, who allegedly fired 
the bullets from weapons 
they stashed at construc-
tion sites.

On Dec. 17, a 77th Pre-
cinct officer stationed out-

side MetroTech Center — the 
scene of the August shooting, 
which is far from the cop’s 
typical Crown Heights ter-
rain — told this newspaper he 
parked there on orders to pa-
trol the area due to the nearby 
Supreme, Family, and Civil 
courts.

And in addition to de-
ploying more officers, law-
enforcement officials worked 
with the Partnership to in-
stall new surveillance cam-
eras along Fulton Mall, which 
they are using with other tech-
nology to help track down 

any baddies before they ar-
rive Downtown and open 
fire, according to Maddrey 
and Partnership leader Re-
gina Myer.

But the concerted effort 
to stop some acts of violence 
may be putting other locals 
in harms way.

For instance, two Boys in 
Blue from the 88th Precinct 
allegedly parked their police 
van in a Jay Street bike lane 
on Dec. 5, forcing a  cyclist  to 
swerve into traffic near Wil-
loughby Street, where a driver 
struck her.

Following the incident, cy-
cling advocates took to so-
cial media to question why 
the officers ventured out of 
their precinct, and their com-
manding officer didn’t seem 
to have a clue.

“The intersection you are 
describing is not in the 88 Pre-
cinct,” Capt. Lashonda Dyce 
said on  Twitter .

But no matter where cops 
are coming from, they all 
know better than to obstruct 
pedalers’ paths according to 
Maddrey.

“They should not be parked 
in the bike lane, if they were 
that’s something we’re ad-
dressing,” he said.

Cops swarmed Fulton Mall in July after an argu-
ment escalated into a shooting in which a gunman 
fired bullets into two bystanders.
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By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Brooklyn’s top prosecu-
tor is clearing records — 
and breaking them!

A Criminal Court judge on 
Dec. 19 vacated convictions 
for minor pot-possession and 
public-smoking charges for the 
first time in New York State 
history, after District Attor-
ney Eric Gonzalez endorsed 
clearing the records of 28 for-
mer convicts amid his ongoing 
effort to decriminalize low-
level weed charges.

“My office has stopped 

prosecuting the vast major-
ity of marijuana-possession 
and smoking cases, because 
I do not believe that pursu-
ing those cases makes us 
safer, and because I recog-
nize that the racial disparities 
in enforcement with respect 
to these offenses remained 
intractable,” Gonzalez told 
Judge Michael Yavinksy.

Do-good lawyers with Le-
gal Aid Society and Brooklyn 
Defender Services partnered 
with prosecutors to host three 
 events   this fall , where roughly 
200 people found guilty of 

misdemeanor weed charges 
met with defense lawyers, who 
filled out motions to retroac-
tively dismiss the convictions 
on the individuals’ behalf, ac-
cording to Gonzalez’s spokes-
man Oren Yaniv.

Some of those motions 
have yet to be filed, but many 
applicants — such as those 
convicted of blazing behind 
the wheel — didn’t qualify 
for dismissals, while others 
found out that judges already 
dismissed their charges be-
cause they were first-time of-
fenders, Yaniv said.

Gonzalez also moved to va-
cate more than 1,400 open pot 
warrants in court on Dec. 19, 
saving hundreds more from 
future arrests on charges his 
office doesn’t plan on prose-
cuting, said his rep.

Some advocates of weed-
law reform  previously blasted 
the non-prosecution policy  as 
too limited to do any good for 
the people of color typically 
cuffed for misdemeanor pot in-
fractions, but Gonzalez’s office 
points to statistics that show 
plummeting arrest numbers as 
evidence of its success.

Shattering the grass ceiling
DA makes history with his weed-conviction dismissals 
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LOSE 20–40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS
GUARANTEED!

Change Your Life!

ALL NATURAL

DOCTOR 
SUPERVISED

53 lbs gone!

Ultimate Fat Loss System

Dr. Melinda Keller
(718) 234-6212

5911 16 Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204
myfatlossexpert.com

2018
YEAR IN REVIEW

The time has come to close the books on another news-packed 365 days in Brook-
lyn. And what a year it was! State officials with the Metropolitan Transportation Au-
thority dropped April 27, 2019 as the official start date for the “L-pocalypse.” Brook-
lyn’s school-zone speed cameras switched off in July due to inaction from some 
state pols — and switched on a month later under a temporary scheme hatched 
by Gov. Cuomo and Mayor DeBlasio. But wait, there’s more! Relive what else hap-
pened in our year in review:

 New York Islanders’  hockey 
team’s former home, Long Is-
land’s Nassau Coliseum, up 
to National Hockey League 
codes so the squad can spend 
nearly half of its next three 
seasons competing at its old 
haunt ahead of its permanent 
move from the Barclays Cen-
ter to a new arena at Belmont 
Park in Queens. 

MARCH
Tragedy: A driver  hit and 

killed  two children — and in-
jured their mothers, one of 
whom was pregnant, along 
with another man — when she 
rolled through a red light on 
Ninth Street and slammed into 
the pedestrians as they crossed 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope on 
March 5. Prosecutors in May 
charged Staten Island motorist 
Dorothy Bruns with reckless 
manslaughter for the deaths 
of 1-year-old Joshua Lew 
and 4-year-old Abigail Blu-
menstein — whose mother, 
Tony Award–winning actress 

Ruthie Ann Miles, lost her un-
born baby due to injuries sus-
tained in the crash days after 
the charges were announced. 
Bruns, whom prosecutors al-
leged knew not to get behind 
the wheel at the advice of her 
doctors, spent time on Rik-
ers Island following her in-
dictment, because she could 
not make bail. And in No-
vember, a friend discovered 
Bruns dead from an appar-
ent suicide in her Staten Is-
land home.

Raise the hoof: The new 
owner of  Kensington Stables  
unveiled plans to turn the 
barn into a “state of the art” 
horse-riding facility for Pros-
pect Park-goers. Red Hook in-
dustrialist John Quadrozzi, 
Jr., who is renaming the fa-
cility Prospect Park Stables, 
asked the city to sign off an ap-
plication to upzone the prop-
erty, so he can build seven 
new stories atop the stables, 
creating 12 rental units that 
will earn revenue to main-

tain the barn.

APRIL
Read all about it! Sch-

neps Community News Group 
papers  cleaned up  at the New 
York Press Association’s 
conference and awards cer-
emony in Albany. The Brook-
lyn Paper won first-place for 
headline writing, beating out 
some 156 newspapers across 
the state. 

Throw it back: The Feds 
in charge of cleansing the fetid 
Gowanus Canal announced 
they and state officials would 

install new  signs  along the 
waterway that warn anglers 
about the dangers of catching 
and eating marine life found in 
it, after locals with the Gow-
anus Community Advisory 
Group pushed for the placards. 
But the signs’ announcement 
spurred a months-long back-
and-forth over the language 
used on them, which the locals 
demanded should ban fish-
ing and eating fish outright 
— something state health of-
ficials said they could not do 
due to lack of available data 
on just how tainted the spe-

cies in the Gowanus are. 

MAY
Spruced-up space: Brook-

lyn Botanic Garden leaders 
announced  plans  to give a 
hill overlooking the sprawl-
ing flower bed a makeover, 
giving patrons new ways to ac-
cess the garden’s “Overlook” 
— a 1.25-acre mound which 
boasts views of the Cherry 
Esplanade. The work kicked 
off in July and is expected to 
wrap next summer.

Watch out! New  signs  on 
a bicycling corridor in Pros-
pect Park — which officials 
installed to make the path 
safer for bikers after Mayor 
DeBlasio’s ban all traffic in 
the park started in January — 
sent one cyclist to the hospi-
tal after he crashed into one 
on May 31. 

JUNE
Girl gone: A driver  fatally 

hit  4-year-old girl while pull-
ing out of a Bushwick laundro-
mat’s parking lot on June 24, 
then fled the scene. But cops, 
who caught up with the mo-
torist about a block away from 
the deadly hit-and-run, did not 
immediately arrest her. 

Sugar rush: Fans of the 
great outdoors  flocked  to the 
Williamsburg waterfront on 
June 10 to be among the first to 
step inside the newly finished 

park at the old Domino Sugar 
factory campus on its open-
ing day. The six-acre Domino 
Park, built and owned by pri-
vate developer Two Trees, but 
open to the public, includes 
a volleyball and two bocce 
courts, a dog run, Japanese-
style garden, dedicated kids’ 
and picnic spaces, and a taco 
stand run by the restaurateur 
behind Shake Shack. 

JULY
Camera shy: All 140 of 

the city’s school-zone speed 
 cameras  stopped doling out 
tickets to drivers on July 25, 
after the state Senate failed 
to pass legislation extending 
the cameras’ use before the 
upper chamber ended its ses-
sion in June. Activists blasted 
the Republican pols who led 
the state Senate — including 
Bay Ridge state Sen. Marty 
Golden — for not heeding 
Gov. Como’s call for them 
to convene a special session 
to extend the speed-camera 
law before it expired. Cuomo 
and Mayor DeBlasio in Au-
gust together worked out a 
temporary plan to turn the 
cameras back on before school 
resumed in September.

Chopped: Fans of the 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden 
blasted the green space’s 
leaders after they  cut down  
a stately old London plane tree 
in favor of a younger plant, 
calling the decision arbo-
real ageism. Garden workers 
claimed the tree was hazard-
ous and susceptible to col-
lapse, since it contained a cav-

ernous hole in its trunk.

AUGUST
Derailed dreams: 

Mayor DeBlasio admitted 
his $2.5-billion waterfront 
trolley connecting Sunset 
Park and Queens would not 
be possible without federal 
funding, putting the fate of 
his beloved  BQX  project in 
the hands of President Trump. 
The mayor first claimed the 
transit system would pay for 
itself via tax revenue gener-
ated by a surge of develop-
ment along its 14-mile track, 
but has now said additional 
support is needed. 

Kids are alright: Two 
goats found roaming the N-
train tracks near the Hamil-
ton Parkway and New Utrecht 
Avenue-62nd Street stations 
in Dyker Heights were res-
cued and sent to an upstate 
rescue farm. 

SEPTEMBER
Stamp of approval: A 

Council subcommittee on 
Sept. 20 unanimously  voted  
to approve the rezoning re-
quested by a developer in 
order to erect the controver-
sial five-building 80 Flat-
bush complex at the edge of 
Boerum Hill, after the builder 
reduced the size of its mas-
sive project in order to win 
the local pol’s key vote. 

Promen-nada! Tran-
sit leaders  announced  the 
Brooklyn Heights Promenade 
might become a speedway for 
Brooklyn-Queens Express-
way traffic in order for the 

JANUARY
They’re electric! The city 

 rolled out  a tiny test fleet of 10 
electric buses on Jan. 8, as part 
of an initiative to modernize 
its bus system The environ-
mentally friendly buses shut-
tled riders of the B32, which 
travels from Williamsburg to 
Queens, as well as straphang-
ers on other routes in Queens 
and Manhattan. 

Case closed: The district 
attorney  decided  not to press 
charges against the garbage-
truck driver who hit and killed 
a 27-year-old cyclist in Green-
point in July 2017. Eric Gon-
zalez on Jan. 9 declared there 
wasn’t enough evidence to 
charge the worker for private 
carter Action Carting after in-
vestigators’ six-month probe 
into the incident, even after 
that probe found the driver 
was behind the wheel with-
out the proper license.

FEBRUARY
Sad day: A United Parcel 

Service driver  fatally crashed  
into a 27-year-old woman just 
feet from the Brooklyn Hospi-
tal Center on Feb. 17. Sumiah 
Ali was crossing Ashland 
Place in Fort Greene when 
the driver turned right onto the 
street and struck her around 
6:30 pm. Cops said Ali entered 
the crosswalk when the “Do 
not walk” signal was flash-
ing, but drivers are required 
by law to give pedestrians the 
right of way when a signal is 
flashing. 

Island hoppers: Gov. 
Cuomo announced the state 
would shell out $6 million in 
taxpayer funds to bring the 

(Above) Electric buses started rolling along some 
routes in Williamsburg in January. (Below right) 
Members of New York’s Finest pulled a goat from 
subway tracks in Dyker Heights in August.
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(Left) Reyna Candia, right, the mother of Luz Gonza-
lez, and her godmother Fabiola Mendieta, left, held 
a vigil for the girl after a motorist hit and killed her in 
Bushwick in June. (Above) Mayor DeBlasio in March 
talked to street-safety activists outside his YMCA 
on Ninth Street less than a day after a driver fatally 
crashed into two kids a half-block away.
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KOREAN K9 RESCUE & 
NORTH SHORE ANIMAL LEAGUE AMERICA

Bushwick Bark

Come meet me  
           and my friends!

Photo By Ellen Dunn

181 Irving Avenue
Brooklyn, NY
SAT DEC 29
12 PM – 4 PM

FOLLOW US ON:

25 Davis  Ave. ,  Port  Washington,  NY 11050   
animalleague.org • 516.883.7575

ADOPT A PET TODAY!

RESCUE • NURTURE • ADOPT • EDUCATE
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Now on
FROM THE PAGES OF BROWNSTONER.COM

Stephen Zacks
Brooklyn Paper

This classic Italianate 
Brownstone in Carroll Gar-
dens has a mix of original de-
tails and updates. Located at 
379 Clinton St., it has a brack-
eted cornice that frames the 
front of the home, an ornamen-
tal door hood at the entrance 
with a rounded pediment, and 
bracketed keystone.

It’s a 16.5-foot-wide three-
family that’s currently con-

figured as two one-bedroom 
rentals above an owners du-
plex. Double glass doors with 
a transom window open into 
a hallway with a mahogany 
staircase, not shown in photos. 
According to the listing, it’s 
illuminated by a skylight.

The photos are mostly of 
the parlor level, which has 
11-foot ceilings, and walls 
that were removed to open 
up the whole length of the 
floor through to a dining 

room. The parlor has a wood-
burning fireplace with a mar-
ble mantel and some origi-
nal moldings. Unfortunately, 
there are no pictures of kitch-
ens or baths, but there is a 
floor plan that suggests there’s 
an abundance of built-in stor-
age on the two-bedroom gar-
den level.

From the dining room, two 
sets of French doors lead to 
a balcony, with spiral stairs 
down to the garden that is 

planted with ivy. The mas-
ter bedroom on the garden 
floor is spacious, with a ton 
of closet space and an en 
suite bath.

According to the Acris in-
formation, the building has 
been in the same family since 
1979. It’s asking $3.35 million, 
with taxes of $6,746. Sarah 
Chamberlin and Kirsten 
Syrett of Compass are the 
listing agents. Do you think 
it will sell for ask?

Carroll Gardens Italianate 
Brownstone listed at $3.35M
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The three-family Italian-
ate Brownstone on Clin-
ton Street in Carroll Gar-
dens (above) features 
such handsome details 
as gaping windows, a 
fireplace, and 11-foot 
ceilings (left).
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city to complete its looming 
repair to the roadway’s crum-
bling triple cantilever. 

OCTOBER
His two cents: Mayor De-

Blasio on Oct. 12  told  WNYC 
radio host Brian Lehrer that he 

preferred the plan to turn the 
Brooklyn Heights Promenade 
into a speedway for cars and 
trucks during repairs to the 
Brooklyn-Queens Express-
way’s triple cantilever, wor-
rying locals that the city al-
ready decided how to proceed 

and a half years after the in-
frastructure sustained signif-
icant damage during super-
storm Sandy. 

NOVEMBER
Don’t look now: Dumbo 

locals warned that a quartet 
of towers poised to rise across 
the river in Manhattan will 
 block  Washington Street’s 
iconic view of the Empire 
State Building framed by 
the Manhattan Bridge. 

Squeaky clean! Federal 
officials on Nov. 27   an-
nounced  a section of the fetid 
Gowanus Canal is now cleaner 
than it has been in more than a 
century, after workers in No-
vember finally wrapped a pi-
lot dredging-and-capping pro-
gram as part of the channel’s 
federally led cleanup. 

DECEMBER
New fur-ever home: The 

owners of Brooklyn Heights’s 
beloved Brooklyn Cat Cafe in-
vited locals to celebrate the 
 reopening  of the facility in its 
new Montague Street home 
on Dec. 8, after they tempo-
rarily shuttered the rescue’s 
old Atlantic Avenue space last 
month to relocate it. 

Front-yard work: Brook-
lyn Bridge Park leaders on 
Dec. 5 announced that they 
will completely replace the be-
leaguered  Squibb Bridge  and 
that they will boot the Brook-
lyn Ice Cream Factory from 
its long-time location.

with the job even as other of-
ficials claimed more options 
were still on the table. 

Here comes L: Metro-
politan Transportation Au-
thority officials on Oct. 30 
announced they will stop 
Brooklyn–Manhattan L-train 
service on April 27, 2019, to 
begin their 15-month repairs 
of the subway’s East River–
spanning tube — roughly six 

(Above) Park-goers ex-
plored the new Domino 
Park in Williamsburg 
during its June grand 
opening. (Left) Young-
sters protested the 
city’s potential proposal 
to replace the Brooklyn 
Heights Promenade with 
a six-lane highway.
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Gov. Cuomo was absolutely right when he
said recently at a rally about Charter
Communications: “What’s happening in this
country is there’s more and more corporate
power and they’re trying to abuse workers. It’s
happening all across the board. It’s happening
all across the nation. But we’re saying it’s not
going to happen in the state of New York.”

The importance of Amazon and what it
means for the future world of work transcends
one company. These issues and more are
examined and exposed in a new report by the
RWDSU called “What’s Wrong With
Amazon?,” which can be viewed online here:
https://tinyurl.com/WhatsWrongWithAmazon.
The report details the extent of Amazon’s
detrimental effects on workers and
communities, and shows why, in the words of
Sharan Burrow, the newly re-elected head of
the global labor movement, Amazon is the
global labor movement’s number one target.

Nobody can call themselves pro-worker or
pro-union if they exempt or ignore Amazon’s
behavior. If Amazon wants to
be welcomed in New
York, it needs to
change the way it
treats working
women and men and
their unions. 

Amazon has been well documented as
one of the most anti-worker, anti-
union companies in the U.S. and

around the world. Amazon is a trillion-dollar
company and is controlled by the wealthiest
man on the planet; yet it consistently mistreats
and dehumanizes its workers around the globe
– the very women and men who have made
the company successful.

Amazon workers in Germany, Italy, and
Spain have gone on strike, and we’ve seen
massive demonstrations by Amazon workers
in Great Britain over the way they are being
mistreated. Amazon’s business model is based
on receiving taxpayer subsidies, paying little or
no taxes, and mistreating their employees. 

Amazon warehouse workers face
outrageous work quotas and cruel working
conditions that have left many with illnesses
and injuries. Contracted workers, such as
those making “last mile” deliveries, have
described inhumane working conditions and
demands. These couriers say they cannot take
bathroom breaks and often feel compelled to
drive dangerously to satisfy the stringent
demands of Amazon.

In the United Kingdom alone, there have
been 600 ambulance calls to the online
retailer’s warehouses in the past three years,
and, according to a study by the GMB union,
roughly 80 percent of workers experience pain
on the job.

Our Perspective

You Can’t Call Yourself
Pro-Worker or Pro-Union
if you Ignore 
Amazon’s Behavior 
By Stuart Appelbaum, President 
Retail, Wholesale and Department Store Union, UFCW

www.rwdsu.org

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

 

 $1,500 SAVINGS

HELP
I’ve fallen and I can’t get up!®
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with  GPS!
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®
    Get HELP fast, 24/7, 
anywhere with ���

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-800-404-9776

Saving a Life EVERY 11 MINUTES

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

A good-for-nothing swiped 
a woman’s phone and credit 
cards from her pocket at a 
Gold Street bodega on Dec. 
14, cops said. 

The victim said the male-
factor bumped into her inside 
the deli near Fleet Street at 
about 1:40 pm, then walked 
the other way, and when she 
checked her pockets a few 
minutes later, realized her 

Sneak lifts woman’s phone from her pocket
phone, cash, and credit cards 
were gone, according to au-
thorities. 

Hand-bagged it
A crook stole a wom-

an’s handbag inside a Ful-
ton Street store on Dec. 16, 
police said. 

The woman told cops she 
was shopping inside the store 
near Livingston Street at about 
5 pm and accidentally left her 
bag on the checkout counter 
for about 30 minutes. When 
she remembered to pick it up, 
her handbag with cash and 
credit cards inside, was gone, 
according to authorities.  

Train scoundrel 
Some sneak stole a guy’s 

bag while he was at work in-
side a subway station near Jo-
ralemon Street on Dec. 14, 
police said. 

The victim said he left his 
black bookbag with his identi-
fication card and credit cards 
inside an enclosed contractor 
area while he was working on 
the tracks inside the station 
near Court Street a little be-
fore 4 am, and when he re-
turned to it about 30 minutes 
later it was gone, according 
to authorities.

Stolen data
Some lout broke into a 

Prospect Street building and 
stole a guy’s laptop on Dec. 
14, police said.

The victim told cops he 
left his laptop in a co-work-
ing space near Pearl Street a 
little after noon and when he 
returned about an hour later 
it was gone, according to au-
thorities.  

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Two for one
Police cuffed one teen for 

vandalizing a cop car and an-
other for trying to stop the 
vandal’s arrest on South Port-
land Avenue on Dec. 10.

An officer arrived near 
Hanson Place at about 4:45 
pm to respond to an assault 
when the 19-year-old suspect 
wrecked his cop car causing 
about $250 in damage, po-
lice said. The other 19-year-
old suspect then tried to block 
cops from arresting his friend, 
pushed the officer, and tried 
to take a swing at him, ac-
cording to authorities. Cops 
found a knife on one of the 
suspects, officials said. 

Con caught
Cops arrested a guy on 

Dec. 15 for trying to cash a 
fake check from a woman’s 
account inside a Myrtle Av-
enue bank.

The victim told police she 
got a call from her bank that 
the 58-year-old scammer 
had tried to cash a fraudu-
lent check for $3,900 from her 
account inside the bank near 
Clinton Avenue a little before 
noon, officials said. 

Snatched 
Some sticky-fingered thief 

stole a woman’s bag from her 
car parked on Waverly Ave-
nue on Dec.16, police said. 

The victim told cops she 
had parked her four-wheeler 
near Atlantic Avenue at mid-
night and found her back win-
dow smashed when she re-
turned almost three hours 
later. The jerk had reached 
in and stolen her handbag 
and credit cards, according 
to authorities. 

— Julianne Cuba

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Checked out
A man was arrested for 

allegedly stealing checks at 
Warren Street on Dec 20.

The suspect was charged 
with stealing six checks worth 
more than $800 as well as a 

credit card to be delivered to 
a woman but never was on 
May 24 at Nevins Street, ac-
cording to cops. 

Tagger cuffed
A man was arrested for al-

legedly tagging a building on 
Hoyt Street on Dec. 20.

The suspect is accused of 
tagging the initials “TK” in 
the hallway of the building 
between Douglass and But-
ler streets, which has be-
come a quality of life issue 
for multiple buildings in the 
area, local law enforcement 
sources said.

The 51-year-old suspect 
was arrested around mid-
night and charged with mis-
demeanor of graffiti and pos-
session of the blue marker he 
allegedly used and he was also 
on parole at the time, cops 
said. 

Drug bust
A man was arrested for 

carrying drugs and a fake 
credit card after cops pulled 
him over on Columbia Street 
on Dec. 15.

Police stopped the sus-
pect because he failed to sig-
nal while turning onto Lor-
raine Street towards Hicks 
Street in his black Volkswa-
gen at 8:05 pm.

The cops discovered that 
the suspect had an active war-
rant and was also allegedly 
carrying cocaine, marijuana, 
and a forged credit card on 
him, the authorities said. 

Doll delinquent
A wretch stole a package 

from a building on Henry 
Street on Dec. 16.

The victim told police that 
a knave stole her packages, 
which contained dolls, from 
her building hallway. The thief 
was allegedly caught on sur-
veillance tape between Nel-
son and Huntington streets 
between 5 and 6 pm, police 
said.

What a tool!
A cur stole a power tool 

from a tire shop on Court 
Street on Dec. 19, accord-
ing to cops.

The victim told police that 
the lawbreaker took a pricey 

gray power tool, which was 
on the ground in front of the 
shop at Hamilton Avenue, 
around 9:45 am.

— Kevin Duggan

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Satan’s spitter
Cops arrested a 31-year-old 

man for allegedly spitting in a 
teenager’s face, while shout-
ing “Lucifer” and wielding a 
metal pipe on Flatbush Ave-
nue on Dec. 16.

The victim, 19, told police 
the suspect walked right up 
to him and hawked a loogie 
into his face near Atlantic Av-
enue at 5:40 am while holding 
a pipe in his hand and the dark 
lord’s name on his lips. 

The young man called 
police on the alleged spitter, 
and patrolmen managed to 
nab the suspect after a brief 
foot chase, charging him 
with misdemeanor menac-
ing, cops said.

Cash grab
A thief snatched $50 from 

the center console of a wom-
an’s 2004 Honda Civic she 
parked on Seventh Street on 
Dec. 13.

The victim told police she 
left her car unlocked between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues due 
to her key’s faulty remote con-
trol at 8 pm, and returned two 
days later to find her cash 
missing.

No arrests have been made 
in the case, which has been 
closed, cops said.

Snack attack
Cops cuffed a shoplifter for 

allegedly trying to nab more 
than $400 worth of snacks 
and toiletries from a Flat-
bush Avenue drug store on 
Dec. 14.

An employee called police 
on the suspect after catching 
him in the act of nabbing pis-
tachios, Twizzlers, deodorant, 
and various bathroom essen-
tials from the pharmacy be-
tween Prospect Place and Sev-
enth Avenue at 12:40 am.

Police nabbed their suspect 
at the scene, recovering the 
stolen merchandise and slap-
ping him with a misdemeanor 
larceny charge, cops said. 

Beauty crime
Police have given up the 

hunt for the pretty boy who 
nabbed more than $300 worth 
of makeup from a Fifth Ave-

nue pharmacy on Dec. 14.
Workers claim the glamour 

goon stuffed his pockets with 
primer, lip gloss, lip stick, and 
eye shadow at the store be-
tween 10th and 11th streets 
at 12:16 pm, before slinking 
past the register with his ill-
gotten beauty products.

72ND PRECINCT 
Sunset Park–

Windsor Terrace

Backseat thief
A knifeman robbed a cab 

driver from the backseat of 
a taxi stopped at 47th Street 
on Dec. 11.

The victim told police that, 
upon arriving at his passen-
gers destination between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues at 
8:25 pm, he suddenly felt the 
cold steel of a knife pressed 
to his throat. 

“Don’t move, or you’ll get 
stabbed,” the backseat baddie 
said into the cabbie’s ear.

The crook then reached 
into the driver’s right pocket, 
nabbing $2,765, before snatch-
ing his cellphone from the 
center console, and car keys 
from the ignition, according 
to police.

Afterwards, the thief took 
off on foot towards Fifth Av-
enue, leaving his victim un-
harmed save for a small nick 
on the side of his neck, cops 
said.

Bad bump
Cops arrested a 40-year-

old woman after she allegedly 
flew into a profanity-laced 
rage and attacked another 
woman aboard a D train at 
the 36th Street Subway Sta-
tion on Dec. 11.

The victim told police she 
accidentally bumped into the 
suspect aboard a Manhattan-
bound D train at the station 
near Fourth Avenue at 8:30 
am, when the lady went ber-
serk and started screaming 
at her, before smacking her 
with an umbrella and slash-
ing the woman’s face with 
her keys.

Another straphanger 
moved to step in on the vic-
tim’s behalf, and then he got 
keyed too, suffering lacera-
tions to his face and hands, 
cops said.

Officers cuffed the woman 
that day on felony assault 
charges, according to po-
lice.   — Colin Mixson

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

STAY 
INFORMED!
Get daily updates on news 
in your neighborhood by 
signing up for our daily 

e-mail updates at
BrooklynPaper.com/updates

By Moses Jefferson
Brooklyn Paper

Kings County luminaries 
stepped into their fanciest 
black-tie outfits to celebrate 
the Brooklyn Kindergarten 
Society at its annual Yule-

tide Ball on Dec. 8.
Hundreds of guests packed 

Montague Street’s Brooklyn 
Heights Casino for the 98th 
installment of the yearly 
bash, which raises funds for 
the do-good Society’s educa-

tional programs and family-
support services that serve 
children in need, according 
to the 125-year-old organi-
zation.

This year’s ball sponsors 
included TD Bank, Brennan 

Real Estate LLC, Barbara 
Wilding and Jillian Woods’s 
Team Wilding Woods at 
Compass, Hayden Dunbar 
Art, Douglas and London, 
Stribling’s Ria Browne, and 
Sugar in the Raw.

Leaders raise funds for tots

(Left) From left, Borough President Adams, Citi’s Denise Arbesu, and TD Bank’s Peter Meyer celebrated 
together. (Right) Judge Bernard Graham, left, with wife Rosemary.
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By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

It’s a new look for an old park 
named for an eternal hero.

State officials and the fam-
ily of a late veteran born and 
bred in Brookyln snipped the 
ribbon to reopen a Greenpoint 
park bearing the serviceman’s 
name, following a multi-mil-
lion-dollar renovation of the 
green space.

World War II veteran Sgt. 
William Dougherty spent 
his early days playing in the 
meadow, and now a new gen-
eration of youngsters can en-
joy his childhood playground, 
which the state closed back in 
2014 to make way for the con-

struction of the first of two new 
spans replacing the  old Ko-
sciuszko Bridge , according 
to Gov. Cuomo.

“This new and expanded 
open space will be a vibrant 
attraction for local families and 
residents,” the governor said.

State pols allocated some 
$12 million to makeover the 
park last renovated 34 years 
ago, transforming it from a 
small, square-shaped lawn 
at the corner of Cherry Street 
and Vandervoort Avenue into 
a larger, rectangular patch con-
taining a new skate park that is 
now bounded by Vandervoort 
and Porter avenues, and Cherry 
and Anthony streets.

Greenpoint park named 
for vet reopens after reno

Tyhaim Morris-Brown tested out the skate spot at 
the remodeled Sergeant William Dougherty Park.
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Songs for sons
Let’s hear it from the boys!
A chorus of young men will give voice to the 

troubles facing boys growing up in a chaotic 
world during the first part of a concert series 
featuring socially aware new tunes. “Amplify,” 
playing at National Sawdust on Jan. 8 as part of 
the Ferus Festival of new work, will feature the 
Brooklyn Youth Chorus’s Concert Ensemble and 
its Men’s Ensemble, which includes male singers 
aged 12 to 21. The latter group will sing words 
drawn from a letter from a black father to his 
son, the first song in “A Songbook for Social 
Justice,” according to its composer.

“It’s a collection of songs I’m composing, each 
one by a different writer created around issues 
concerning social justice, equity, and incarcer-
ation,” said National Sawdust curator Daniel 
Bernard Roumain, who has previously written 
songs for the youth choir. For this song, Rou-
main took a letter that spoken-word poet and 
playwright Marc Bamuthi Joseph wrote for his 
son, and set the words to music.

The song is especially appropriate for an en-
semble of young men, said Roumain, because 
they are still struggling to define themselves.

“This ensemble is all men, teens. I think young 
men are being challenged in a lot of ways to think 
and rethink who they are, their relationships to 
one another, even sexuality,” said Roumain, who 
lives in Prospect-Lefferts Gardens.

A lot of the composer’s music incorporates 
hip-hop, rap, and R&B, and this song includes 
elements of artists Frank Ocean and Drake, said 
Roumain, which also helps the number appeal 
to its young performers.

“As a composer, my only job is to write well for 
their voices,” he said. “My other job is to listen to 
them and write songs they want to sing and that 
echoes the music we are all listening to.”

Roumain has not actually heard the young 
men sing his song yet, but is confident it will 
be glorious.

“There’s no question they are going to sing 
it really well,” he said. “I’m excited to work 
with them again.”

The Brooklyn Youth Chorus concert will also 
feature songs composed by two other National 
Sawdust figures: the venue’s co-founder and ar-
tistic director Paola Prestini, and current artist-
in-residence Angélica Negrón; along with work 
from other contemporary composers. 

“Amplify” at National Sawdust (80 N. Sixth 
St. between Wythe and Kent avenues in Wil-
liamsburg, www.nationalsawdust.org). Jan. 8 at 
8 pm. $29. — Julianne Cuba

M U S I C

By Bill Roundy
Brooklyn Paper

T
ime to grin and bear it! 

Thousands of people are expected 
to descend on Coney Island on New 

Year’s Day for the Polar Bear Plunge, to 
wade into the ocean and prove their dar-
ing, and wash away their hangovers with 
a blast of icy water. But a much smaller 
group of people do the same thing every 
Sunday morning between November and 
April, and they gave us some advice for 
first-time plungers.

First: sign up in advance. Roughly 2,500 
people jump into the water during the Coney 
Island New Year’s Day Polar Bear Plunge 
each year, according to Alexandra Silver-
smith, of the Alliance for Coney Island. If 
they all decide to sign up on the day of the 
event, it is going to take forever, so visit 
 www.polarbearclub.org  and complete your 
registration in advance. A $25 donation is 
encouraged.

On the day of the event: Show up by 
noon, or earlier if you have skipped that 
first bit of advice and still need to register. 

Registration starts at 10 am, on the Board-
walk at Stillwell Avenue, and the plunge 
will happen on the beach immediately be-
low that.

Third, dress for the occasion. Make sure 
your outfit includes sandals, surf boots, or 
old sneakers, said the president of the Po-
lar Bear Club.

“Having something on your feet can really 
make a difference,” said Dennis Thomas.

The crowds will be divided into groups 
of 500 people, and gangs will start charging 
for the water at 1 pm, with more groups fol-
lowing every five to 10 minutes. But once 
you and your comrades are up, don’t be 
in too much of a hurry to get in the wa-
ter, said one 14-year veteran of the Polar 
Bear Club.

“Take your time — don’t shock your 

body,” said Karen Schmidt. “I know you 
want to run right in, but you’ll just run right 
out again.” 

Thomas also advised taking your time 
in the water — especially if you want to 
take full advantage of the day. 

“I find there’s a three-to-four minute bar-
rier — if you can get through that, you can 
stay in as long as you like,” said Thomas, 
adding: “I advise jumping in at least up to 
your neck to get the full benefits.” 

But do not stay in the water too long! 
Another Polar Bear member warned that 
you might be having a good time in the wa-
ter, but you don’t want to stay at the party 
too long.

“When you start to feel like the water is 
normal — get out! Because you have hy-
pothermia,” he advised.

And once you emerge, you need to have 
a towel and a set of dry clothes to change 
into. But avoid clothing with too many but-
tons or zippers, because your hands may be 
shaking too much to fiddle with fasteners 
— think pullovers and sweatpants. 

“No laces or buttons,” warned Schmidt. 
“Because you’ll be shivering.”

Weekend reads
Editor’s note: What can we say? Apparently, 
“These Truths” is the must-have book of the 

season!
Greenlight 
Bookstore’s pick: 
“These Truths” by 
Jill Lepore 

This one-volume his-
tory of the United States 
is astonishing — not just 
in its breadth, but also in 
its clarity. Lepore is such 
a delightful writer and 
astute historian — she is 
thoughtful, not polemi-

cal; she is observant, but not reverential. This 
book is like reading one of her “New Yorker” 
articles, but on steroids!

— Alexis Akre, Greenlight Bookstore [686 
Fulton St. between S. Elliott Place and S. Port-
land Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 246–0200, 
 www.greenlightbookstore.com ].

Community Bookstore’s pick: “These 
Truths” by Jill Lepore

A masterful history of 
the United States, from 
the first Spanish ship 
docking at Hispaniola 
to now. Lepore com-
bines first-rate scholar-
ship with the narrative 
lucidity of a great nov-
elist. She does not shirk 
from the ugliness of our 
collective past, reckoning 
directly with a history of 
invasion, conquest, and 
slavery which unintentionally produced a frag-
ile but vibrant multicultural democracy. 

— Samuel Partal, Community Bookstore [43 
Seventh Ave. between Carroll Street and Gar-
field Place in Park Slope, (718) 783–3075,  www.
commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

Word’s picks: “What If It’s Us,” by Becky 
Albertalli and Adam Silvera

Is there anything more adorable than a meet-
cute in New York City? 
You would think not, but 
this gay romance — the 
brainchild of two young-
adult heavy hitters — 
builds on that to make a 
pitch-perfect novel about 
second chances. Author 
besties Albertalle and Sil-
vera create relatable, lov-
able characters, and will 
wrap you up in their in-
dividual and shared ex-
periences.

— Kim Small, Word [126 Franklin St. at Mil-
ton Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096,  www.
wordbookstores.com ].

B O O KS

Bear necessities
What you need to know about the annual Polar Bear Plunge

By Bill Roundy
Brooklyn Paper

M
ake a post-plunge plan!

So you’ve just finished the 
New Year’s Day Coney Island 

Polar Bear Plunge into the ocean — or 
perhaps you’ve watched your foolish 
friend do the same. Now what? There 
is plenty to do in the People’s Play-
ground on New Year’s Day!

After-party
Party with the Polar Bears, at the 

Plunge’s official after-party at Coney 
Island Brewery. The small space below 
MCU Park plans to install a heated 
tent in its front yard to accommodate 
the huddled masses yearning to get 
drunk. The brewery has eight taps, 
but your first choice should be The 
Plunge — a Belgian-style ale with a 
warming hit of spice —  and for to-
day, $1 from each Plunge ale sold will 
go to the Coney Island Alliance. A 
glass to commemorate the occasion 
can also be yours for $10. 

Coney Island Brewery [1904 Surf 

Ave. at at W. 17th Street, (718) 996–
0019, www.coneyislandbeer.com]. 
11:30 am–8 pm. Free.

Get a drink
Warm up with a shot of whiskey! 

Every bar along with the Boardwalk 
will be open on New Year’s Day— 
the only challenge will be fighting 
through the crowds! Stop by Tom’s 
Diner, Ruby’s Bar and Grill, or Paul’s 
Daughter (1229 to 1001 Riegelman 

Boardwalk, between Stillwell Ave-
nue and W. 12th streets), or stop for a 
beer and gawk at the Freak Bar (1208 
Surf Ave. at W. 12th St., www.coney-
islandusa.com).

Eat up!
Fill up after your ordeal in the freez-

ing water! In addition to the many 
fried foods available on the Board-
walk, several eateries along Surf Av-
enue will be open. Stop for nature’s 

most perfect food — a Nathan’s hot 
dog at Nathan’s Famous Frankfurters 
(1310 Surf Ave. at Stillwell Avenue in 
Coney Island, www.nathansfamous.
com). For a sit-down meal, you can 
grab a coal-fired pizza from Grimal-
di’s (1215 Surf Ave. between Stillwell 
Avenue and W. 12th Street), or make 
your out-of-town visitors feel at home 
with a stop at Grimaldi’s next-door 
neighbor Applebee’s. (Note: usual 
Coney Island mainstays Kitchen 21, 
Wahlburgers, and Garguilo’s will be 
closed on New Year’s Day).

Seaside sorcery
After a cold snap of reality, stop 

by a family-friendly show of mar-
vels from Magic at Coney! You can 
catch either of two afternoon perfor-
mances from the enigmatic magician 
Lee Alan, illusionist Omar Olusion, 
and mentalist Gary Dreifus.

Sideshows by the Seaside (1208 
Surf Ave. at W. 12th St., www.magi-
catconey.com). Noon and 3 pm. $10 
($5 kids). 

Shark show
The New York Aquarium will be 

open as usual on New Year’s Day, so 
after you imitate a polar bear, visit the 
other mammals at the sea-lion show, or 
check out the predators of the “Ocean 
Wonders: Sharks!” exhibit.

New York Aquarium [602 Surf 
Ave. between W. Fifth and W. 
Eighth streets, (718) 220–5100, www.
nyaquarium.com]. 10 am–4:30 pm. 
$24.95 ($19.95 kids).

Polar pursuits
What to do after the plunge
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Leader of the pack: Dennis Thomas, 
president of Coney Island’s Polar 
Bear Club, said that first-time plung-
ers should “feel free to scream” 
when they hit the chilly water.
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New Year’s Day Coney Island Polar 
Bear Plunge (Coney Island Boardwalk 
at Stillwell Avenue in Coney Island, 
www.polarbearclub.org). Jan. 1 at 1 pm. 
$25 suggested donation. 

E V E N T

Boardwalk brews: (Above) Ruby’s Bar & Grill in Coney Island will be 
a hot spot on New Year’s Day. (Top left) Lee Alan will perform magic 
in front of a giant coin at the two “Magic at Coney” shows.
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BrooklynPaper.com. The site is updated 
throughout the day, offering the latest local 
coverage with more depth than any other 

web publication.

IN YOUR INBOX, 
NEWSFEED, OR TIMELINE
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
Dec. 28

Party like 
it’s 2000 

What better way to 
gear up for the New 
Year than with a nos-
talgic nod to the 
iconic rap hits of 
Y2K? “Freek-a-leek: 
A 2000s Rap Party” 
at Brooklyn Bowl, will 
feature sets by disc 
jockeys including 
Spintelect, Clock-
work DJ, Y3lda Ali, 
and Wavy Fox, all of 
whom will prepare 
for 2019 by spinning 
tracks from the early 
aughts.

11 pm at Brooklyn Bowl 
[61 Wythe Ave. between 
N. 11th and N. 12th 
streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 963–3369], www.
brooklynbowl.com. $10.

SATURDAY
Dec. 29

For all folks
Folk singer Dar Wil-
liams hosts her 
annual, all-inclusive 
holiday show, “Chris-
tians, Pagans, and 
Other Hipsters” at 
the Bell House, with 
her classic tune about 
a combined Christ-
mas and winter sol-
stice celebration sure 
to make its way into 
the festive set.

7 pm at the Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. $28.

SUNDAY
Dec. 30

Kwanzaa 
for the kids
Close out another 
Kwanzaa at the 
Brooklyn Children’s 
Museum, which will 
conclude its family-
oriented celebration 
of the pan-African 
holiday with a fun-
filled day of activities 
that explore Kwan-
zaa’s rituals and his-
tory.

3 pm at the Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Crown Heights, 
(718) 735–4400], www.
brooklynkids.org. $11 
(Free for members and 
kids under 1-year-old).

MONDAY
Dec. 31

Blowout 
bash
Ring in the New Year 
on a luxurious note at 
Westlight, the William 
Vale Hotel’s 22nd-
floor rooftop bar 
overlooking the twin-
kling Manhattan sky-
line. The party has a 
hefty price, but those 
who splurge on a 
ticket can enjoy an 
open bar, passed can-
apés, live tunes from 
the Borough Boys 
band, and a cham-
pagne toast.

9 pm at Westlight at the 
William Vale [111 N. 12th 
St. at Wythe Avenue in 
Williamsburg, (718) 307–
7100, www.westlightnyc.
com/events]. $250.

TUESDAY
Jan. 1

Take the 
Plunge
Join thousands of 
Brooklynites as they 
run toward the freez-
ing waters of the 
Atlantic during Coney 
Island’s annual New 
Year’s Day Polar Bear 
Plunge. Day-of regis-
tration starts at 10 
am on the Boardwalk 
at Stillwell Avenue, 
and the first group of 
500 plungers will 
start charging for the 
water at 1 pm, with 
additional groups fol-
lowing every five to 
10 minutes.

1 pm at the Coney Island 
Boardwalk [Stillwell 
Avenue in Coney Island, 
www.polarbearclub.org]. 
$25 suggested donation.

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, DEC. 28
ART, “ESCHER” THE EXHIBITION 

AND EXPERIENCE: The exhibition 
portrays the life and work of the 
famous 1960s graphic artist MC Es-
cher. $20. 9 am–9 pm. Industry City 
(220 36th Street between Second 
and Third Avenues in Sunset Park, 
www.eschernyc.com). 

EVENT, CELEBRATE KWANZAA: The 
Brooklyn Children’s Museum’s fi ve-
day family-oriented event continues 
its exploration of the pan-African 
holiday and its rituals with activities 
including storytelling, dance work-
shops, singing, and special perfor-
mances. $11 (Free for members and 
kids under 1-years-old). 3–4:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks Avenue 
in Crown Heights, (718) 735–4400], 
www.brooklynkids.org.

DANCE, “THE ROLLER WAVE: Roller 
Disco”: Glide, ride, and fl y at this 
skate party inside Bushwick’s leg-
endary House of Yes, which will fea-
ture plenty of roll bouncing, booz-
ing, and boogying. $10–20. 6–10 
pm. House of Yes (2 Wyckoff Ave. at 
Jefferson Street in Bushwick), www.
houseofyes.org.

THEATER, “THE JUNGLE”: An immer-
sive play about the resilient, hopeful 
residents of The Jungle, a short-
lived, self-governing society that 
emerged within a sprawling refugee 
camp in Calais, France. Tickets start 
at $36. 7:30 pm. St. Ann’s Ware-
house [45 Water St. at New Dock 
Street in Dumbo, (718) 834–8794], 
www.stannswarehouse.org.

MUSIC, “A GAY SHOW FOR ALL PEO-
PLE: Holiday Spectacular”: Aaron 
Jackson and Josh Sharp host a gay 
show with songs accompanied by a 
live band. $15. 8 pm. The Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643–6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com.

MUSIC, COME: The alternative, indie-
rock band performs with special 
guest Jennifer O’Connor. $20. 8 
pm. Union Pool [484 Union Ave. at 
Meeker Avenue in Williamsburg, 
(718) 609–0484], www.union-pool.
com.

MUSIC, MIGHTY DIAMONDS: The 
40-year-old reggae band performs 
its hit songs. $30. 8 pm. Milk River 
[960 Atlantic Ave. between Grand 

and Washington avenues in Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant, (718) 636–8600], 
www.milkriverbrooklyn.com. 

COMEDY, PEGASUS: A sketch-com-
edy show written and performed 
by Amanda Ariel “Peggy” Xeller, 
with an opening act by musical-co-
median Marty Topps. $10. 9:30 pm. 
The Brick [575 Metropolitan Ave. 
between Union Avenue and Lorimer 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 907–
6189], www.bricktheater.com. 

NIGHTLIFE, THROWBACK FRIDAY 
WITH JUBILEE: Overload on nostal-
gia and delicious kitsch as deejays 
spin the best of the ‘80s, ‘90s, and 
early aughts. $15–$30. 10 pm–4 
am. House of Yes (2 Wyckoff Ave. at 
Jefferson Street in Bushwick), www.
houseofyes.org.

MUSIC, FRED THOMAS LATE-NIGHT 
FUNK-N-SOUL: James Brown’s 
former bassist Fred Thomas tears 
into his former bandmate’s hits, as 
well as blues and soul classics. Free. 
11:30 pm. Freddy’s Bar [627 Fifth 
Ave. between 17th and 18th streets 
in Greenwood Heights, (718) 768–
0131], www.freddysbar.com.

SAT, DEC. 29
ART, “ESCHER” THE EXHIBITION 

AND EXPERIENCE: 9 am–9 pm. See 
Friday, Dec. 28.

EVENT, CELEBRATE KWANZAA: 
2–3:15 pm. See Friday, Dec. 28.

THEATER, “THE JUNGLE”: 2 pm, 7:30 
pm. See Friday, Dec. 28.

EVENT, KWANZAA FEST: A celebra-
tion of the festival and its traditions 
that will feature an art exhibit, a fi lm 
screening, musical performances, a 
market, and an after-party. $20–$23. 
7 pm. National Sawdust [80 N. Sixth 
St. at Wythe Avenue in Williams-
burg, (646) 779–8455], www.nation-
alsawdust.org.

MUSIC, “CHRISTIANS, PAGANS, AND 

See 9 DAYS on page 10

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

FRI, DEC. 28
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

VS. OTTOWA SENATORS: 7 pm. 

SAT, DEC. 29
MUSIC, POST MALONE: 7:30 pm. 

MON, DEC. 31
MUSIC, POST MALONE: 9 pm.

WED, JAN. 2
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS. 

NEW ORLEANS PELICANS: 
7:30 pm. 

WED, JAN. 9
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS. AT-

LANTA HAWKS: 7:30 pm. 

SAT, JAN. 12
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLAND-

ERS VS. NEW YORK RANGERS: 
1 pm. 

SUN, JAN. 13
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

VS. TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING: 
7 pm. 

COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

Get to the point: Laconic rapper Post Malone will play two 
nights at Barclays Center, on Dec. 29 and on New Year’s Eve.
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20 820 8 CONEY ISLAND 
NEW YEAR'S EVE

presented by 

the Alliance for Coney Island, Luna Park in Coney Island and the Red Apple Group 

with support from Councilman Treyger and the Office of the Booklyn Borough President

FREE! 31D
E

C

Live Entertainment 
Fireworks Show 
B&B Carousell Ride
* musical performances, live entertainment and 
carousell rides are dependent upon weather.   
Please check social media for updates.

ST
BEGINNING AT 9PM

STEEPLECHASE PLAZA 
PARACHUTE JUMP 

Boardwalk and W. 19th St

@coneyislandfun | coneyislandfunguide.com �| allianceforconeyisland.org

By Julianne McShane
Brooklyn Paper

I
t’ll be one small step for a dancer, but 
a great leap for artists of all kinds!

A new arts festival will bring an 
intergalactic gang of uniquely talented 
comedians, dancers, and less definable 
creative types together for two nights 
of lunacy. The organizer of the On the 
Moon Arts Holiday Party, at Littlefield 
in Gowanus on Jan. 3 and 4, said that 
she recruited the most distinctive art-
ists she could find for the two-day va-
riety show.

“I like talent that stands out because 
it isn’t trying to be different, but just is 
different,” said Jin Moon, who lives in 
Sunset Park. “If I see something and get 
some kind of thrill or chill from it because 
I feel like I haven’t seen that before, it 
makes me inspired to help them.” 

Moon met many of the performers 
in the festival — including comedienne 
and National Public Radio host Ophira 
Eisenberg — through her talent agency, 
On The Moon Arts. Eisenberg said that 
Moon favors performers who can ap-
peal to a broad audience without dilut-
ing their offbeat qualities.

“I think Jin looks for acts that are ap-
preciated by the mainstream but also a 
little more cutting edge,” said Eisen-
berg, who lives in Park Slope.

Eisenberg will host the first night 
of the festival, where she will keep the 
crowd laughing in between stand-up 
comedy from Jaye McBride, tunes by 
Lord Easy and the Lady Exclusives, and 
an indescribable performance from Adira 
Amram and the Experience, among 
other acts.

“I’m going to be your party starter, and 
that’s always a fun job for me,” Eisen-
berg said. “I’ll be a jolly ringmaster and 
I’ll bring a boatload of jokes to sprinkle 
in between [the acts].” 

On the second night, Eisenberg will 
return with her own performance, crack-
ing jokes during a stand-up set that will 
turn into a storytelling session — a sig-

nature blend that Moon said helps ele-
vate Eisenberg’s performances.

“Ophira has that ability to transform 
typical stand-up into something extraor-
dinary, because she has that storytell-
ing ability and that ability to command 
a room,” Moon said. 

Another notable act on the second 
night will be the group Dance Cartel, 
said Moon, who expects the crowd to 
be on their feet by the end of the pos-

se’s performance. 
“They’re able to make it feel like a 

dance party and make it not feel like 
you’re just watching dancers perform, 
and by the end everyone’s dancing,” 
she said. 

Moon said she hopes the festival will 
bring the performers into each other’s 
orbit, and that they will support each 
other’s work in the future. 

“I just wanted to do something dif-
ferent, and kind of just bring a different 
perspective and hopefully build a com-
munity through that,” she said. 

Moon 
units
Talents launch 
a lunar party

Launch party:  Jin Moon (above) 
organized the On the Moon Arts 
Holiday Party — a two-night fes-
tival featuring music, dance, and 
comedy — at Littlefield in Gow-
anus on Jan. 3 and 4. (Left) Come-
dienne and National Public Radio 
host Ophira Eisenberg will host 
and perform at both nights.
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On the Moon Arts Holiday Party 
at Littlefi eld (635 Sackett St. be-
tween Third and Fourth avenues in 
Gowanus, www.littlefi eldnyc.com). 
Jan. 3–4 at 8 pm. $15 ($20 for both 
nights).

F E S T I VA L
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162 Montague St, 2nd Floor, Brooklyn Heights
(718) 522-5555/58  Fax: (718) 522-7555
www.nanatori.com  OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

FREE
DELIVERY

$10 
MIN

Fine Japanese cuisine, plus full 
sushi bar, for lunch or dinner

24/7

3gu y sfrombrook ly n .com

Cauliflower
$$129129

large headlarge head

12/26 7AM -12/31 7PM
SALE STARTS 26 27 28 29 30 31

ORGANIC

ORGANIC

Red Delicious
Apples

Baby Carrots
$$33forfor22

1 lb. bag1 lb. bag

$$159159
lb.lb.

3guysfrombrooklyn.com

FOLLOW US!

Navel Oranges

forfor1010$$199199
Cortland Apples

lb.lb.

¢¢6969
Plum Tomatoes

lb.lb.

¢¢9999

Red Seedless Grapes

lb.lb.

¢¢9999
Hass Avocados

forfor33 $$199199
Loaf Cakes

forfor22 $$44
D

Pistachios

$$599599
lb.lb.

$$299299
2 lb.2 lb.

Mozzarella

D

$$299299
1 lb.1 lb.

Ricotta Hummus
$$199199

10 oz.10 oz.

Soft Drinks
$$129129

2 li.2 li.

Flour
$$199199

5 lb. bag5 lb. bag

2019

Presented by

        BESTOFBK.COM

6
OTHER HIPSTERS”: Folk 
singer Dar Williams hosts 
her annual holiday show for 
all people. $28. 7 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com.

COMEDY, SPARKLE HOUR: 
Brooklyn Comedy Collec-
tive welcomes Philip “Spar-
kle” Markle and his variety 
show featuring the host’s 
favorite queer and alterna-
tive comedians in New York 
City. $10. 8–9:15 pm. The 
Brick [575 Metropolitan Ave. 
between Union Avenue and 
Lorimer Street in Williams-
burg, (718) 907–6189], www.
bricktheater.com.

MUSIC, COME: The alterna-
tive, indie-rock band per-
forms with special guests 
Sadie Dupuis and Andy 
Molholt. $20. 8 pm. Union 
Pool [484 Union Ave. at 
Meeker Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 609–0484], 
www.union-pool.com.

MUSIC, THE ZOLEPHANTS 
AND CO.: The headlining 
band will take the stage 
along with acts including 
Moonlight Pride, Deep 
Sea Brain, Zachary Cale, 
and Psychic Lines. Free. 8 
pm. Freddy’s Bar [627 Fifth 
Ave. between 17th and 
18th streets in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 768–0131], 
www.freddysbar.com.

SUN, DEC. 30
ART, “ESCHER” THE EXHIBI-

TION AND EXPERIENCE: 
9 am–9 pm. See Friday, 
Dec. 28.

EVENT, CELEBRATE KWAN-
ZAA: 3–4:45 pm. See Fri-
day, Dec. 28.

THEATER, “THE JUNGLE”: 5 
pm. See Friday, Dec. 28.

EVENT, WINTER RUNWAY 
SHOWCASE: Fashion pro-
duction company Lan of 

Fashion hosts a show featur-
ing cutting-edge garments 
and networking opportuni-
ties for designers, photog-
raphers, bloggers, stylists, 
brand ambassadors, and 
other industry profession-
als. $20. 2 pm. Green Room 
Studio [738 Manhattan Ave., 
between Meserole and Nor-
man avenues, second fl oor, 
in Greenpoint], www.lanof-
fashion.com. 

COMEDY, EVERYDAY DECI-
SIONS WITH JO FIRES-
TONE: A live show featuring 
special guests Janeane 
Garofalo, Michelle Buteau, 
Joe Pera, and more. $10 ($7 
in advance). 8 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com.

MON, DEC. 31
ART, “ESCHER” THE EXHIBI-

TION AND EXPERIENCE: 
9 am–9 pm. See Friday, 
Dec. 28.

COMEDY, CHICKEN, ROAD, 
LOL: The gay bar hosts its 
weekly open-mic night, 
where aspiring performers 

get fi ve minutes to work on 
their sets. Free. 8 pm. Excel-
sior [563 Fifth Ave. between 
15th and 16th streets in 
Park Slope, (718) 788–2710], 
www.excelsiorbrooklyn.
com.

NIGHTLIFE, “NEW YEAR’S 
EVE TIME MACHINE”: DJ 
Bengey will spin throwback 
tunes from the early aughts 
to ring in 2019 at this dance 
party. $5. 8 pm. Union Hall 
[702 Union St. at Fifth Av-
enue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com.

EVENT, NEW YEAR’S EVE 
FIREWORKS: Watch fi re-
works light up the sky 
over Coney Island Beach, 
with live music on the 
Riegelmann Boardwalk until 
midnight. Free. 9 pm–mid-
night. Steeplechase Plaza 
(Riegelmann Boardwalk be-
tween W. 16th and W. 19th 
streets in Coney Island), 
www.allianceforconeyis-
land.org.

DINING, FAWKN’ NEW 
YEAR’S EVE: Boerum Hill 
bar and restaurant Faw-
kner will host a New Year’s 
Eve bash, where tickets 
purchased in advance get 

LIST YOUR EVENT…
To list your event in Nine Days In Brooklyn, please give us two 
weeks notice or more. Send your listing by e-mail: calendar@
cnglocal.com, or submit the information online at www.brook-
lynpaper.com/events/submit. We are no longer accepting sub-
missions by mail. Listings are free and printed on a space avail-
able basis. We regret we cannot take listings over the phone.
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By Kevin Duggan
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N
o wall could have stopped 
him. 

A bi-lingual opera will tell 
the story of an enigmatic Mexican 
revolutionary who reportedly stole 
from the rich and gave to the poor. 
“Pancho Villa From a Safe Distance,” 
opening at Bric on Jan. 5, will feature 
a non-linear collage of scenes from 
the turbulent life of Villa, who led 
rebellions against several Mexican 
dictators and narrowly escaped death 
numerous times before his mysteri-
ous assassination in 1923 — all of 
which made him a larger-than-life 
figure on both sides of the Mexican-
American border, according to the 
show’s composer.

“Even before he was assassinated, 
his legend was larger than he was. You 
go through west Texas or northern 
Mexico and everyone has a story of 
how someone in their family was ei-
ther on Pancho’s side or against,” said 
Graham Reynolds, who created the 
show with director Shawn Sides. 

The pair came up with the idea 
in 2013, when they were staying at 

the Hotel Paso Del Norte in El Paso. 
The rebel stayed at the hotel at one 
point, and in 1911, voyeuristic tour-
ists climbed to the roof of the build-
ing to watch him fight the Battle of 
Juárez — on the other side of the 
Mexican border — through their op-
era glasses from a safe  and comfort-
able distance.

Those twin stories inspired the op-
era’s plot and its title, which reflects 
the leery relationship between both 
countries, according to Reynolds.

“The whole thing is analogous to 
today with Americans looking from 
the border across to Mexico, and also 
me as a white American composer 
writing about Pancho,” he said.

Reynolds worked with Mexican 
librettists Luisa Pardo and Gabino 
Rodríguez to write the script, which 
is mostly in Spanish with English 

subtitles. 
The Mexico City–based writers 

will also perform the score, backed 
by a six-piece band playing a eclec-
tic mix of Mexican, Texan, classical, 
and psychedelic rock music.

The show features both true sto-
ries and modern legends that have 
sprung up about Villa, touching both 
on his protection of the poor, and his 
ruthless violence against anyone who 
stood in his way. The opera shows 
that dichotomy in a scene where Pan-
cho recruits a man for his army, said 
Reynolds.

“There’s a scene where Pancho 

went to someone’s house to get a 
meal and tries to recruit the father 
who says he has to stay home and 
take care of his family. So Pancho 
shoots the family and tells him he is 
now free to join the army,” Reynolds 
recounted. Whether fact or fiction, 
the stories reflect the myths that sur-
round Villa’s life — and his mysteri-
ous death, when he was assassinated 
by a barrage of gun shots while driv-
ing home.

“There is a long list of people who 
would have wanted him dead and it 
is still a subject of debate who assas-
sinated him,” Reynolds said.

Rebel rebelde
Bi-lingual opera tells story 
of Mexican revolutionary

Border legend: Mexico City–based librettists Lagartijas Tiradas 
al Sol will perform several vignettes taken from the turbulent life 
story of the larger-than-life revolutionary Pancho Villa.
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“Pancho Villa From a Safe Dis-
tance” at Bric House [647 Ful-
ton St., at Rockwell Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 855–7882, www.bri-
cartsmedia.org]. Jan. 5–8 at 7:30 
pm; Jan. 6 at 2 pm. $30–$75.

O P E R A

Out with a bang!: Fireworks will again light the night 
sky above Prospect Park on New Year’s Eve during a 
free event hosted by the Prospect Park Alliance and 
Borough President Adams.  

patrons two drinks, one 
menu item, and a cham-
pagne toast. $35. 8 pm. 
Fawkner [191 Smith St. 
between Warren and Baltic 
streets in Cobble Hill, (718) 
369–3310], www.fawknerny.
com.

MUSIC, THE SONS AND 
HEIRS: A New Year’s Eve 
tribute concert that cel-
ebrates Manchester’s sad-
dest sons with music from 
The Smiths and Morrissey. 
$25. 9 pm. Littlefi eld (635 
Sackett St. between Third 
and Fourth avenues in Gow-
anus), www.littlefi eldnyc.
com.

NIGHTLIFE, THE ILLUMINATI 
BALL: A masquerade ball 
featuring dancing, aerial 
and fi re performances, and 
an all-night open bar. $200 
($400 VIP). 9 pm–1 am. 
Weylin [175 Broadway at 
Driggs Ave. in Williamsburg, 
(718) 963–3639], www.wey-
lin.com. 

NIGHTLIFE, ODYSSEY: A 27-
hour dance party featuring 
local food vendors and acts 
including Honey Dijon, Lee 
Burridge, and Tale of Us, 
who will perform across 
four stages. $101.25. 9 pm. 
Avant Gardner (140 Stewart 
Ave. at Meserole Street 
in Bushwick), www.avant-
gardner.com.

MUSIC, REV. VINCE AN-
DERSON AND THE LOVE 
CHOIR: Ring in the new 
year with a performance by 
Rev. Vince Anderson and 
The Love Choir, which will 
also feature special guests. 
$10. 10 pm. Union Pool [484 
Union Ave. at Meeker Av-
enue in Williamsburg, (718) 
609–0484], www.union-
pool.com.

NIGHTLIFE, BREWERY BASH: 
Sample the taps at Brook-
lyn Brewery’s recently 
renovated taproom on New 
Year’s Eve, when DJ Tekit 
Izi will spin tunes, and orga-
nizers will offer a midnight 
toast with a previously unre-
leased “Ghost Bottle” from 
the brewery’s barrel-aging 
facility. $115. 10 pm. Brook-
lyn Brewery [79 N. 11th St. 
between Wythe Avenue 
and Berry Street in Williams-
burg, (718) 486–7422], www.
brooklynbrewery.com.

SPORTS, NEW YEAR’S EVE 
YOGA: Calmly enter the 
new year with this candlelit 
yoga class featuring live 
tunes from musician Nora 
Heilmann on the African 
kalimba and the Australian 
didgeridoo, a meditation 
session, and a post-class 
champagne toast. $55. 10 
pm–12:30 am. Bend and 
Bloom Yoga [708 Sackett 
St. between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues in Park Slope, 
(347) 987–3162], www.ben-
dandbloom.com.

MUSIC, “NEW YEAR’S EVE 
WITH THE SMITHS”: A 
tribute concert to the Brit-
ish rock group starring the 
four-man Sons and Heirs 
band, that will also include 
an opening performance 
by Pixies tribute band Gi-
gantic, a complimentary 
champagne toast, and a 
post-midnight dance party 
with tunes from DJ Cer-
emony. $25 ($20 in advance, 
$5 after midnight). 10 pm. 
Littlefi eld (635 Sackett St. 
between Third and Fourth 
avenues in Gowanus), www.
littlefi eldnyc.com. 

EVENT, NEW YEAR’S EVE 
FIREWORKS AT PROS-
PECT PARK: This 39th-
annual family-friendly event 
— co-sponsored by the 
Prospect Park Alliance and 
Borough President Adams 
— will feature a fi reworks 
display, hot cocoa, and 
live music by local band 
Quintessential Playlist. Free. 

10:30 pm–12:30 am. Grand 
Army Plaza (Union Street 
between Flatbush Avenue 
and Prospect Park West in 
Park Slope).

TUES, JAN. 1
THEATER, “THE JUNGLE”: 

7:30 pm. See Friday, Dec. 
28. 

MUSIC, SLAMJUNK NEW 
YEARS: The Southern 
Brooklyn community orga-
nization debuts its weekly 
music series with the city’s 
fi nest soul stars, songwrit-
ers, and emerging artists. 
Free. 8 pm. Freddy’s Bar 
[627 Fifth Ave. between 
17th and 18th streets in 
Greenwood Heights, (718) 
768–0131], www.freddysbar.
com.

MUSIC, DJ JOE CRISPIANO: 
SlamJunk presents the 
former guitarist for Sharon 
Jones and The Dap Kings, 
who will spin records at this 
new weekly music series. 
9–9:45 pm. Freddy’s Bar 
[627 Fifth Ave. between 
17th and 18th streets in 
Greenwood Heights, (718) 
768–0131], www.freddysbar.
com.

WED, JAN. 2
ART, “ESCHER” THE EXHIBI-

TION AND EXPERIENCE: 
9 am–9 pm. See Friday, 
Dec. 28.

THEATER, “THE JUNGLE”: 
7:30 pm. See Friday, Dec. 
28.

THURS, JAN. 3
ART, “ESCHER” THE EXHIBI-

TION AND EXPERIENCE: 
9 am–9 pm. See Friday, 
Dec. 28.

THEATER, “THE JUNGLE”: 
2 pm, 7:30 pm. See Friday, 
Dec. 28.

COMEDY, SWEETHEARTS OF 
COMEDY: Sweet boys Drew 
Anderson and Tim Platt love 
comedy and each other, and 
will host other funny people 
including Cole Escola, Cath-
erine Cohen, Sam Taggart, 
and many more at this show. 
$10 ($8 in advance). 8 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400], www.
unionhallny.com.

FRI, JAN. 4
ART, “ESCHER” THE EXHIBI-

TION AND EXPERIENCE: 
9 am–9 pm. See Friday, 
Dec. 28.

THEATER, “THE JUNGLE”: 
7:30 pm. See Friday, Dec. 
28. 

COMEDY, 50 FIRST JOKES: 
For the 13th year in a row, 
50 comedians will reveal 
the fi rst joke they’ve come 
up with this year at this 
show. $15. 8 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com.

SAT, JAN. 5
ART, “ESCHER” THE EXHIBI-

TION AND EXPERIENCE: 
9 am–9 pm. See Friday, 
Dec. 28.

THEATER, “THE JUNGLE”: 
2 pm, 7:30 pm. See Friday, 
Dec. 28. 

EVENT, TARGET FIRST SAT-
URDAY: Celebrate the New 
Year with music, a book 
club, fi lm, gallery talks, po-
etry, dance, hands-on art 
making and more. Free. 
5–10 pm. Brooklyn Museum 
[200 Eastern Pkwy. at Wash-
ington Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org.
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0% APR: 6 years* with a minimum purchase of $3999, 5 years* with a minimum purchase of $2799, 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $1999, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $1299, 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $999 on your Mattress Firm credit card. 72, 60, 48, 36 or 24 equal monthly payments required.  *Off er valid 12/22/18-1/1/19 and applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. 
No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional 
purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. Down payment equal to sales tax and delivery required. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. 1. Free Adjustable Base Off er: Off er valid 12/22/18-1/1/19. Receive a free Head Up 50 
adjustable base (up to a $699 value) with select mattress purchases of $599 and above. Free adjustable base off er valid on same-size mattress purchased. Split king or split California king base purchases consist of 2 bases. For split king or split California king purchases consumer will receive one free adjustable base with promotion, with second base at regular price. Free adjustable base off er valid to 
complete mattress set, has no cash value and cannot be used as credit. Off er not valid on previous purchases, fl oor models, clearance items or Final Markdown. Other exclusions may apply. Price of adjustable base (up to $699) will be deducted from refund if mattress is returned for a refund.  Cannot be combined with any other off er. Limited quantities available; off er valid while supplies last. See store 
for complete details. 2. Get select king-sized mattresses for the price of a queen-sized mattress. Or get select queen-sized mattresses for the price of a twin-sized mattress. Savings applied to our low price. Savings vary by mattress set and model (max savings up to $600). Product selection may vary by store. Off er not valid on previous purchases, fl oor models, clearance items or Final Markdown. Other 
exclusions may apply. Cannot be combined with any other off er. Limited quantities available; off er valid 12/22/18-1/1/19 or while supplies last. See store for complete details. In-store dollar savings range from $50-$699. We invite you to ask about any individual prices. Product and selection may vary from store to store. Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. 
Mattress Firm, Inc. strives for accuracy in our advertising, but errors in pricing and/or photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves the right to correct any such errors. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise indicated, off ers valid 12/22/18-1/1/19 or while supplies last at your local Mattress Firm. See store for complete details. 

1-800-MAT-FIRM  |  MATTRESSFIRM.COM1- 00

FIRM QUEEN MATTRESS

NOW 497$

WAS $597 SAVE $100WAS $497 SAVE $100
MEMORY FOAM QUEEN MATTRESS

NOW 397$

The nation’s largest specialty mattress retailer,
off ering the best beds at the best value.

OUR MOST POPULAR OFFER IS BACK.
HURRY IN BEFORE WE SELL OUT!

ACROSS FAMOUS NAME BRANDS

OR

KING
FOR THE PRICE OF A

QUEEN2

QUEEN
FOR THE PRICE OF A

TWIN2

Up to a $699 value — FREE1

ENDS 1/1 

Adjust your bed and turn your
bed into a couch or movie theater.

Minimum purchase of $3999 with your Mattress Firm credit card. 72 equal monthly payments required. 

0% APR FOR 6 YEARS*
See store for details.

NO CREDIT NEEDEDOR

EXTENDED HOURS: Fri-Sat 10AM-8PM
Sun 10AM-8PM • Mon 10AM-6PM • Tue 10AM-8PM


