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19. Puppy love
Last year, this newspaper documented 

the thrilling hunt for Pickles, an Austra-
lian-cattle-dog mix recovered from Thai 
dog butchers and shipped to Brooklyn, 
who got  hopelessly lost  after running 
off during an August walk.

But the pup’s humans never gave up 
hope, and with help, they  finally found  
the wayward hound near Brooklyn Col-
lege in November — in the company of 
lady dog Violet, another escape artist 
that fled her foster family more than 
two years ago.

Pickles’ owners said they’re consid-
ering adopting Violet once they move 
into a larger apartment sometime this 
year, leaving local dog lovers with bated 
breath as they wait to see if the two fur-
balls will spend the rest of their days to-
gether in the same forever home.

18. Going green
The last 12 months ended on a high 

note for Kings County tokers, after Dis-
trict Attorney Eric Gonzalez in 2018 ex-
panded his predecessor’s non-prosecu-
tion  policy   for those caught smoking in 
public or with small amounts of weed, 
which led to a  massive decline  in mar-
ijuana-related arrests. And as Gonza-
lez’s leniency for smokers grew, so did 
that of Mayor DeBlasio, who last year 
instituted new policies to decriminal-
ize pot puffing citywide.

Officials’ moves away from prose-
cuting many low-level weed offenses 
came as Brooklyn geared up to wel-
come its first medical-marijuana  dis-
pensary , whose owners will serve cus-
tomers inside a swanky spa-like space 
on Flatbush Avenue across the street 
from the Barlcays Center.

Now, all red eyes are on Albany, where 
Gov. Cuomo — who adopted a more 
progressive stance toward recreational 
marijuana following his gubernatorial 
race against pro-legalization “Sex and 
the City” star Cynthia Nixon — is ex-
pected to announce the outcome of a 
state study into legislation that would 
regulate a so-called “Adult-Use Mari-
juana Program” early this year.

17. Fire’s afterburn
Southern Brooklyn’s premier mall, 

the Kings Plaza Shopping Center, lit-
erally fell into the red last September 
when an arsonist  started a fire  inside an 
outdoor garage there, injuring 26 peo-
ple and destroying millions of dollars’ 
worth of cars in the process.

Cops cuffed the suspect soon after he 
allegedly torched the parking area, but 
the mall’s troubles persisted, with the De-
partment of Buildings issuing its owners 
a violation for  illegally  storing vehicles 
for car dealerships in the garage.

The facility’s ongoing repair work — 
and the resulting congestion on nearby 
streets — are headaches for customers 
and local business owners, and show 
signs of continuing into 2019.

16. Terms’ up
Community boards across the bor-

ough are set for dramatic shakeups, af-
ter New Yorkers last November voted 
via ballot referendum to enact term lim-
its for members serving on the hyper-
local groups.

The boards — whose members previ-
ously served two-year terms, and could 
seek additional terms indefinitely — 
must now limit members’ terms to four 
consecutive two-year stints. But mem-
bers are eligible to return, after a man-
datory two-year break following their 
eight years of service in a row.

Proponents of the term limits argue 
they will help reshape Brooklyn’s 18 com-
munity boards to better reflect the fast-
changing neighborhoods they represent. 
But opponents claim the new restrictions 
will force out many long-serving board 
members with important institutional 
knowledge gained from their decades 
of working with the community.

15. Dock decision
The fate of some notoriously contro-

versial  party boats  still remains adrift, 
months after the city promised to ship 
them out of their home port in Sheep-
shead Bay.

In April, local pols announced the 
boats would permanently sail away from 
their Emmons Avenue pier by Septem-
ber, but  outraged Mill Basinites  sub-
sequently squashed a scheme to dock 
them in their neighborhood, and civic 
leaders on Community Board 18 in Oc-
tober strongly opposed a mayoral  pro-
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posal  to move the vessels to a pier at the 
Gateway National Recreation Area near 
Floyd Bennett Field.

14. More ways to play
The People’s Playground will be 

more fun than ever in 2019 thanks to a 
host of  new attractions  funded by the 
city’s Economic Development Corpo-
ration and the Department of Parks and 
Recreation.

Last year, reps from the agencies re-
quested proposals on how to develop a 
piece of Coney Island land the size of 
more than two-and-a-half football fields 
bounded by Surf Avenue, the Boardwalk, 
and W. 10th and W. 16th streets.

New Jersey-based amusement park 
developer-operator Central Amusement 
International ultimately won the job, and 
revealed plans to construct a log-flume 
water ride on an empty lot between the 
Thunderbolt roller coaster and MCU 
Park, and a zip-line adventure park on 
a stretch of what is now W. 15th Street 
between the coaster and the site of Luna 
Park’s former Coney Island Raceway, 
the latter of which may open as soon 
as this summer.

13. Ferry possible
After years of locals’ demands to bring 

the  city’s ferry service  to Canarsie, offi-
cials are poised to decide whether or not 

ground-floor retail space.
And a third development team is 

poised to begin renovations to the ex-
terior of the landmarked  Shore Theater , 
as part of the site’s transformation from 
a vacant former house of Vaudeville into 
a new hotel and spa.

11. Surpassing Chicago
Thanks to Midwestern migrants and 

some good-old-fashioned baby mak-
ing, the borough is on track to over-
take the Windy City as the United 
States’s  third-most populous  metrop-
olis any year now.

In fact, 2017 population estimates 
from the federal Census Bureau show 
Brooklyn is home to 2,648,771 peo-
ple, roughly 65,000 fewer than Chica-
go’s 2,716,450 — suggesting that Kings 
County may have already outpaced the 
Illinois city over the last 12 months.

But we may not know if the number 
of people in our beloved borough out-
paced that in Chicago until after the 
2020 Census.

10. Making the Census 
count

Speaking of the 2020 Census, a con-
tingent of local experts, activists, and 
pols are already fast at work preparing 
for the next installment of the once-a-
decade head count, which they claim 
could have an outsize negative effect on 
parts of Brooklyn if it includes a ques-
tion about citizenship that the Trump 
administration wants to add.

This month, a federal judge will be-
gin to hear arguments over the  legality  
of that question, which local leaders fear 
could dissuade the many immigrants 
and people of color living in Brooklyn 
from participating in the census, result-
ing in cuts in federal funding and de-
creased political representation for parts 
of the borough.

And the fight to ensure a fair count 
isn’t only being waged in the courts 
— Borough President Adams last year 
launched his “Make Brooklyn Count” 
campaign led by  a committee of local 
civic gurus and residents from tradition-
ally undercounted communities , which 
is tasked with ensuring all eligible res-
idents participate in the census.

9. New blues at home …
The first effects of the so-called blue 

wave that gave Democrats a tighter grip 
on swaths of Southern Brooklyn after 
the  state midterm elections  will start 
to materialize in January, when state 
Sen.-elect  Andrew Gounardes  (D–Bay 
Ridge) and Assemblywoman Mathylde 
Frontus (D–Coney Island) begin legis-
lating in Albany.

 Frontus  clinched her seat by win-
ning more than 53 percent of votes in 
a race against her GOP opponent, both 
of whom battled to fill the  position  va-
cated by convicted felon Pamela Har-
ris, who resigned last year after the Feds 
charged her with stealing money from 
storm-recovery agencies.

And Gounardes won his seat by  defeat-

ing  long-time incumbent state Sen. Marty 
Golden (R–Bay Ridge) by a less than 
two-percent margin, earning just fewer 
than 50 percent of overall votes.

Gounardes, a Bay Ridgite who has 
never previously held elected office, is 
among a group of newly elected blue-
party state pols that will give Demo-
crats a true majority in New York’s 
state Senate — and control of Albany, 
with the governor and Assembly both 
blue, too.

8. … and ‘abroad’
Last November’s blue wave didn’t 

just shake up Albany — it also swept a 
Democrat into a Brooklyn Congressio-
nal seat held for years by Republicans, 
helping the blue party regain control of 
Congress’s lower chamber, and ending 
the GOP’s iron grip on all branches of 
the federal government.

Political novice and Congressman-
elect  Max Rose  (D–Bay Ridge) won a 
contentious race against incumbent Rep. 
Dan Donovan (R–Bay Ridge), netting 52 
percent of the votes in his district, which 
includes a swath of Southern Brooklyn 
and Staten Island.

Rose, like Gounardes, is part of a 
group of newly elected Dems that will 
put the party in control of the House of 
Representatives for the first time since 
2010. That control already resulted in  big 
changes for some other Brooklyn pols  in 
the House, including Rep. Hakeem Jef-
fries (D–Canarsie), who in November 
assumed the powerful role of chairman 
of House Democratic Caucus.

And Jeffries’s colleague Rep. Jerrold 
Nadler (D–Red Hook), a vocal critic of 
President Trump, is poised to take over 
the House Judiciary Commitee — a panel 
that can initiate impeachment proceed-
ings — when his party officially takes 
control of the chamber this month.

7. Another Bklyn pol for 
Advocate?

Kings County pols are practically fall-
ing over themselves as they jockey to get 
to the front of the pack of contenders hop-
ing to replace former Fort Greene Coun-
cilwoman and outgoing Public Advocate 
Letitia “Tish” James, who heads to Albany 
this month to assume her new role as New 
York State Attorney General.

Councilman Jumaane Williams (D–
Flatbush) last month  won the endorsement 
of two self-proclaimed progressive Kings 
County Democratic clubs  in his quest to 
win the watchdog seat, solidifying his place 
at the head of the pack after a candidates 
forum in Brooklyn Heights, where other 
local hopefuls including Councilman Ra-
fael Espinal (D–Bushwick) and Assembly-
woman Latrice Walker (D–Brownsvill e) 
also stumped.

The Brooklyn Dems are among more 
than a dozen hopefuls campaigning in 
the citywide non-partisan election, which 
will take place on Feb. 26, Mayor DeBla-
sio announced on Dec. 29.

6. Gonzalez on Gonzalez
Prosecutors are still investigating 

the hit-and-run motorist who  fatally 
ran over  a 4-year-old girl in Bushwick 
— in June. 

Driver Jeanette Maria killed little 
Luz Gonzalez while leaving an ille-
gal parking space outside a laundro-
mat at the corner of Wyckoff Avenue 
and Hart Street, backing out, turning, 
and driving into the girl and her mother 
Reyna Candia.

But when police caught up to Maria, 
who is rumored to be related to one of 
New York’s Finest, about a block away 
from the scene, they let her go. And Dis-
trict Attorney Eric Gonzalez’s has yet to 
announce findings or charges resulting 
from his probe, despite such evidence as 
video of the deadly hit-and-run, which 
show Maria’s car noticeably bounce up 
and down as she ran over Gonzalez and 
Candia, who sustained injuries, before 
driving away.

But last January,  Gonzalez con-
cluded a similar, months-long investi-
gation  when he announced he would not 
charge the garbage-truck driver who hit 
and killed a cyclist in Greenpoint months 
before in August — suggesting the next 
few weeks could bring a long-awaited 
end to the Gonzalez case.

5. Garden’s new neighbors
Council last month  green-lit a rezon-

ing  that will allow developers to build 
two controversial 16-story towers blocks 
from the Brooklyn Botanic Garden, after 
Crown Heights Councilwoman Laurie 
Cumbo struck a deal with the builders 
that she claimed will nearly double the 
amount of below-market-rate housing 

to create a stop at Canarsie Pier at the 
Jamaica Bay tip of Rockaway Parkway 
— which would bring a much-needed 
new way to commute to residents of 
the neighborhood with few other pub-
lic-transportation options.

In August, Mayor DeBlasio commit-
ted to an end-of-2018 deadline to decide 
whether to include Canarsie in a forth-
coming  ferry-feasibility study  conducted 
by the city’s Economic Development Cor-
poration, which plans to explore possi-
ble locations to bring the service.

12. Changing Coney
Coney Island will likely look a lot dif-

ferent 12 months from now, thanks to a 
slew of projects that will bring bigger 
buildings containing hundreds of new 
apartments and  retail and commercial  
space to the neighborhood.

Last month, local pols and leaders 
broke ground on the first part of a three-
phase Surf Avenue project that will in-
clude nearly 1,000 affordable units and 
two-and-a-half football fields’ worth of 
retail space. Another so-called afford-
able-housing project, set to open early 
this year at W. 21st Street and Surf Av-
enue, will contain more than 130 be-
low-market-rate apartments, along with 
nearly two basketball courts’ worth of 

(Top) The L train closure will force 
Brooklynites to find new ways 
to get around when it begins in 
April. (Above) The owners of Pick-
les the pooch found their mutt af-
ter he spent three months on the 
streets, but time will tell if they 
adopt the lady dog he cozied up 
to while away. (Left) Congress-
man-elect Max Rose will be in-
augurated this month as part of 
a group of newly elected Dems 
that will put the party in control 
of the House of Representatives 
for the first time since 2010.
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(Above) The mayor in August said 
his trolley connecting Brooklyn 
and Queens would derail without 
$1 billion from the Feds, but the 
project could be saved by Ama-
zon, which is opening Queens of-
fices along the proposed route. 
(Right) New attractions are set to 
rise in Coney Island over the next 
12 months, with the first opening 
as soon as next summer.
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292 ASHLAND PLACE, BROOKLYN • INSIDE WHOLE FOODS 365

NEXTLEVELBURGER.COM

Awesomeness
SEIZE Every DAY

WITH 100% Planet-BASED

2019 IS ALL ABOUT SAVING THE PLANET 

WITH 100% plant-based burgers, shakes AND fries
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Now on
FROM THE PAGES OF BROWNSTONER.COM

Stephen Zacks
Brownstoner

This duplex condo in Wil-
liamsburg has windows ga-
lore in the living room and 
two bedrooms, with stairs 
leading up to the second bed-
room with a terrace and a roof 
deck. Located at 117 King-
sland St., it’s near the Brook-
lyn-Queens Expressway and 
the border of Greenpoint.

If you think you can’t find 
gorgeous places behind banal 
facades, here’s proof. Inside, 

the overall impression is of 
an airy and spacious loft. It 
has an open kitchen beyond 
the living room, with a break-
fast bar and stainless-steel ap-
pliances.

The cabinets are all Ikea-
ish modern, with a multicol-
ored tile splashboard, and the 
floors look to be reclaimed 
stained wood planks.

The second-level bed-
room is a little perilously 
stuck between the terrace and 
the stairs, with an en-suite 

bath with a separate tub and 
standing shower. The heat-
ing is all electric baseboard, 
with wall-mounted air con-
ditioning.

There’s a balcony off the 
lower level and a terrace off 
the upper level, along with 
access to a private outdoor 
roof deck. We would like to 
see the view in the opposite 
direction of the roof deck to 
know to what extent it’s over-
looking the expressway, but 
there’s something romantic in 

any case about living on top 
of urban infrastructure.

This unit last sold for 
$364,594 in 2013. It has the 
extraordinary tax bill of $18, 
according to the listing, with 
an abatement through 2025 
and common charges of $299 
a month.

It’s now asking $1,099,000, 
and Alexandra Newman and 
Ron Pamposa of Compass 
have the listing.

Think it will get what it’s 
asking?

Williamsburg duplex condo with 
outdoor spaces asking $1.099M

The airy duplex has a modern-yet-minimalist feel, and offers stunning views from its large windows.
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By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

“Gowanus Black” is the 
new black!

Brooklyn’s Nautical Pur-
gatory is officially trending 
among fashionistas, with 
iconic New York City-based 
brand Calvin Klein hawking 
jackets in a hue called Gow-
anus Black.

The Gowanus Canal is 
notoriously filled with nox-
ious sludge often referred to 
as “black mayonnaise,” and 
some Gowanusaurs speculated 
that the gross stuff lurking at 
the bottom of the waterway 
served as the inspiration for 
the jackets’  color  — which to 
the naked eye looks no dif-
ferent than any other shade 
of black.

“So ‘Gowanus Black’ is a 
color? As in mayonnaise?” 
tweeted locals Jamie Cour-
ville and Chris Reynolds, who 
together are working on a  doc-
umentary  about the long-time 
industrial neighborhood that 
the city wants to  upzone  to 
make way for more residen-
tial buildings.

One of the garments cut 
in Gowanus Black cloth, the 
so-called men’s Foundation 
Trucker Jacket, was nearly 

Waterway on the runway
Calvin Klein selling jackets in ‘Gowanus Black’ color

The black hue named for Brooklyn’s Nautical Purga-
tory does not appear any different to the naked eye 
than non-Brooklyn-specific shades of the color.
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sold out by press time, with just 
one of the cotton-denim-and-
polyester coats emblazoned 
with a black-and-white flag on 
the back available for $76.

But a  Graphic Denim 
Trucker jacket  for women, 
featuring a “modern graphic 
logo” in red stitching on the 
front, is still available in 
spades in Gowanus Black, 
according to Calvin Klein’s 
website, which shows the 
piece stocked in sizes from 
extra small to extra large for 
$69.99.

The women’s jacket also 
comes in a color inexplicably 
named “ Gowanus White ” — 
which this newspaper specu-
lates is a reference to the re-
cent announcement that part 
of the filthy canal is the clean-
est it has been in more than a 
century, thanks to a recently 
completed  dredging-and-cap-
ping program  the Feds con-
ducted in the Fourth Street 
Turning Basin as part of the 
Superfund site’s cleanup.

Calvin Klein reps did not 
immediately respond to ques-
tions about the origins of the 
colors, when the jackets first 
hit shelves, and whether they 
are sold exclusively online or 
in stores.

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

It was the year of live and 
let live!

Brooklynites outdid them-
selves not killing each other 
in 2018, which clocked a his-
toric low of 97 homicides — 
the first time on record that 
Kings County murder stats 
dipped into the double dig-
its, according to District At-
torney Eric Gonzalez.

This year featured 13 less 
homicides than in 2017, which, 
with only 110 tragic murders, 
is now the borough’s second-

most peaceful year on record, 
Gonzalez said.

And although the 97 homi-
cides are worse than zero, they 
are lower than the 222 killings 
across the borough in 2010, 
and far fewer than the outra-
geous 792 slayings in 1991, 
the deadliest year since the 
city started recording murders 
by borough in 1970.

A big chunk of the crime 
drop can be attributed to 
Coney Islanders, who man-
aged not to kill anybody in 
the neighborhood this year, 
after eight murders occurred 

there in 2017.
East Flatbush also clocked 

a double-digit decline in mur-
ders, dropping from 17 last 
year to six in 2018, and the 
number of killings in East New 
York similarly decreased from 
11 to six in the same time.

And it’s not just mur-
ders that are down — crime 
across Kings County fell in 
seven categories, including 
an 8.2-percent drop in rob-
beries, a 4.1-percent drop in 
burglaries, and 11.3-percent 
fewer car thefts.

Rapes, unfortunately, went 

the other way, with 16.6 per-
cent more this year than last, 
according to the district attor-
ney’s statistics.

Gonzalez’s office also pros-
ecuted 98-percent fewer mar-
ijuana-possession cases this 
year than in 2017, after ex-
panding the non-prosecution 
policy his late predecessor Ken 
Thompson instituted back in 
2016, he said.

Jail admissions also plum-
meted by 58 percent since 
April, according to the dis-
trict attorney.

Murders at all-time low!

Brooklyn Paper

Locals looking to ditch their past-
prime Christmas pines can turn their 
dead trees into plant food through Jan. 
13, at the city’s beloved tree-cycling 

event Mulchfest.
Environmentalists can haul their trees 

to one of 23 Brooklyn parks, including 
Brooklyn Bridge Park and Fort Greene 
Park, where workers will pulverize them 
with a wood chipper, the head of the 
Department of Sanitation said.

And on the second weekend of 
Mulchfest, city workers at nine parks 
will hand out bags of mulch to Brook-
lynites who drop their firs off, accord-
ing to the agency.

For a complete list of Mulchfest loca-
tions, visit www.brooklynpaper.com.

Mulcher club
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WHEN YOU SHOW UP?

WHAT DO YOU WANT TO BE

You’re full of potential and eager to get ahead, but one thing’s  
missing—your college degree. Whether you took a break after high 
school or you stopped out of college with less than 60 credits, 
earning your Associates Degree now through the NYU School of 

Professional Studies Division of Applied Undergraduate Studies  
can change your life!

From the first day you step into our classrooms, you’ll develop 
applicable work-related skills in a highly supportive environment, 
while building your confidence and benefiting from a wealth of 
university and career development resources.

New affordable tuition makes a world-class NYU education attainable.

You can do this, we can help!

* Bachelors degree programs available for those who have earned 60 transferable  
 college credits or more. 

VIRTUAL INFO. SESSION  

Thursday, January 10, 7 p.m.

WALK-IN WEDNESDAYS 

January 9, 23, 30, anytime 9 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Register - sps.nyu.edu/appliedUG/events04

For information:  
visit sps.nyu.edu/appliedUG/associates04  

call 212-998-7100

CHOOSE FROM PROGRAMS IN:  
Business, Health Administration, Information Systems Management, Liberal Arts

New York University is an affirmative action/equal opportunity institution.  ©2019 NYU School of Professional Studies.

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Some punk swiped a wom-
an’s wallet and charged her 
credit card at a Fulton Street 
restaurant on Dec. 30, police 
said.

The woman told cops she 
had left her hotel at about 10:15 
am with her wallet in her coat, 
and when she got to a Wash-
ington Street store a little af-
ter noon to make a purchase, 
it was gone, according to au-
thorities. 

The thief had her wallet 
with her three credit cards, 
Global Entry card, and driv-
er’s license inside it, and 
swiped one of her plastics at 
other Brooklyn stores, includ-
ing a fast-food joint near Nos-
trand Avenue for $11, cops 
said.

Tricky thief
Cops cuffed a guy for al-

legedly stealing from a Ful-
ton Street department store 
on Dec. 27, police said. 

The suspect bought three 
items from the store near Gal-
latin Place at about 1 pm, but 
stashed one unpaid-for item 
with the rest and left, accord-
ing to authorities. 

Phone shopping
Police arrested a man who 

they said swiped phones from 
an Albee Square department 

Sneak swipes woman’s wallet

store on Christmas Eve. 
The suspect snatched a 

Samsung Galaxy phone and 
iPhone from a display in the 
store near Fleet Street a lit-
tle before 9 pm, cops said. 
The suspect also damaged 
the phones, according to au-
thorities. 

Deadbeat 
A good-for-nothing 

grabbed a woman’s head-
phones from her head in-
side a Joralemon Street sub-
way station on Dec. 27, police 
said. 

The victim told cops she 
was walking up the stairs in-
side the station near Court 
Street when the weasel 
snatched her Beats from her 
head and ran off, according 
to authorities. 

Not so fast
Police arrested a guy for 

driving a stolen car on Hoyt 
Street on Christmas Day.

Cops spotted the suspect 
operating a dark blue 1999 
Toyota Corolla with New York 
plates near Livingston Street 
at about 4 am that had been re-
ported stolen minutes before, 
according to authorities.  

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

What a grinch! 
Some cold-hearted thief 

stole a guy’s holiday gifts from 
his car parked on Saint James 
Place on Christmas Eve, po-
lice said.

The victim told cops he left 
his car near Greene Avenue 
at about 7:15 pm on Dec. 24, 
and when he returned to it 
on Christmas Day at about 
7:30 pm, he realized some bah 
humbug had swiped an am-
plifier, navigational system, 
and other electronics. 

The victim said he had 
forgotten to lock his four-
wheeler, according to au-
thorities. 

Naughty
Cops cuffed a guy for swip-

ing packages from a Clermont 
Avenue apartment building on 
Christmas Eve, police said.

The suspect ran off with 
packages of clothes and 
makeup from the commu-
nity room of an apartment 
building near Flushing Av-
enue at about 5:45 pm, po-
lice said. 

Very bad luck
Some baddie ransacked 

a Waverly Avenue building 
sometime overnight on Dec. 
26, police said. 

The good-for-nothing 
broke into the building near 
Park Avenue at about 7 pm, 
damaging a laptop in the pro-
cess, according to authori-
ties. Some punk had previ-
ously stolen a laptop from the 
same building months before, 
cops said. 

Bye, bye, bicycle 
A nogoodnik rode off 

with a guy’s electric bike he 
parked inside his Clinton Av-
enue apartment on Dec. 29, 
police said.

The victim told cops the 
criminal broke into his gated 
apartment near Myrtle Ave-
nue at about 9 pm and stole his 
Vanmoof electric two-wheeler 
and other cycling gear, ac-
cording to authorities. 

— Julianne Cuba

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Foiled
Cops cuffed a man after he 

allegedly stole sneakers and 
socks from a Flatbush Ave-
nue retailer on Dec. 23.

An employee told police he 
spotted the suspect waltz out 
of the store near Atlantic Av-
enue with an estimated $224 
worth of footwear at 6:24 pm, 
after wrapping aluminum foil 
around sensors embedded in 
the sneakers in order to pre-
vent alarms from sounding as 
he passed through the exit.

Police arrested the man that 
day, charging him with petty 
larceny, cops said.

Grillin’
Some jerk made off with 

the front grill of a woman’s car 
she parked at a Union Street 
hotel on Dec. 21.

The victim told police she 
left her car in the parking lot 
of the inn between Third and 
Fourth avenues at 6 pm, and 
returned a few hours later 
to find the part on her 2009 
Acura missing.

Police have made no ar-
rests, and closed the case, 
cops said.

Teen terror
A 16-year-old girl stole 

more than $500 worth of at-
tire from a Flatbush Avenue 
lingerie store on Dec. 18, 
cops said.

An employee told police 
she spotted the suspect stuff-
ing her pockets with merchan-
dise from the store near At-
lantic Avenue at 4:45 pm, 
before skipping past the reg-
ister without paying.

She didn’t get far, however, 
and security managed to catch 
up with her and recover the 
clothes, but declined to pros-
ecute when cops arrived, ac-
cording to police.

Officers did escort the teen 
suspect back to the precinct, 
but only for lack of being able 
to contact guardians, who did 
eventually come to collect the 
girl, cops said.

Glued
Some rascal filled the lock 

on the front door of a wom-
an’s Warren Street apartment 
with glue on Dec. 16.

The victim told police she 
was coming back from doing 
laundery when she returned 
to her pad between Third and 
Fourth avenues at 4 pm, and 
discovered her key strangely 
didn’t work.

Upon further inspection, 
she discovered some vandal 
had filled it with glue, cops 
said.

72ND PRECINCT 
Sunset Park–

Windsor Terrace

Hotel three-way
Three crooks beat and 

robbed a man inside a Fourth 
Avenue hotel on Dec. 20.

The victim told police he 
was inside a room with three 
other guys at the inn between 
25th and 26th streets at 4:10 
am, when the goons suddenly 
attacked him, punching him 
in the face a couple times, be-
fore nabbing $750 from his 
jacket and fleeing.

Bedroom bandit
A thief stole $8,000 from a 

man’s 57th Street apartment 
on Dec. 21.

The victim told police the 
crook entered his apartment 
between Seventh and Eighth 
avenues at around 7:35 pm, 
and took the small fortune 
in cash he’d stowed inside a 
drawer in his bedroom.

Galaxy quest
Some rascal snatched a 

pricey cellphone from a wom-
an’s hand on Fifth Avenue on 
Dec. 21.

The victim told police she 
was between 50th and 51st 
streets at 8:15 pm, when the 
crook reached out and grabbed 
the Galaxy Note 9 from her 
hand.

Have a beer!
A goon beat a man with a 

beer bottle on Eighth Avenue 
on Dec. 22.

The victim told police he 
was between 48th and 49th 
streets when the ruffian, a 
complete stranger, conked 
him on the head with a bot-
tle of Corona at 9:45 pm, send-
ing him on a trip to a nearby 
hospital for treatment.

  — Colin Mixson

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Party pooper
A sneak thief stole a wom-

an’s purse at a party on Dike-
man Street on New Year’s 
night.

The filcher took the vic-
tim’s purse, which had her 
bank cards and driver’s license 
inside, from the kitchen area 
of the apartment between Van 
Brunt and Richards streets be-
tween 11 pm on Dec. 31 and 
3 am the next day, accord-
ing to police.

— Kevin Duggan

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter
By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

This store better Watch 
out!

Four worms stole as 
many electronics from 
the Fort Greene Apple 
Store on Dec. 30, police 
said.

The quartet of sneaks 
swiped four white stain-
less-steel Apple Watches 
from the Flatbush Avenue 
shop around 3 pm, accord-
ing to cops, who couldn’t 
say how the thieves man-
aged to escape the store 
full of geniuses with their 

illicit timepieces in tow.
The Silicon Valley tech 

giant opened its shop on 
the ground floor of the lux-
ury 300 Ashland tower  in 
December 2017 , roughly 
a year after debuting its 
first Brooklyn shop in 
Williamsburg in 2016.

Reps for Apple did not 
respond to a request for 
comment.

Anyone with informa-
tion is asked to call the 
NYPD’s Crime Stoppers 
hotline at 1-800-577-
TIPS (8477). 

Apple store robbed
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Court Street Office
112 Court Street, Brooklyn NY

PLATINUM SAVINGS

2.25%
APY (1)

Court Street Office
112 Court Street
Brooklyn, NY 11201

Mon. - Wed., Frid. 8:00am - 5:00pm
Thursday  8:00am - 6:00pm 
Saturday  9:00am - 2:00pm

(718) 677-4400 | eNorthfield.com

NOW OPEN!

(1) Annual Percentage Yield (APY) subject to change without notice.  A minimum balance of $10.00 is required to open account.  The account will be charged a minimum balance fee of 
$8.00 each statement cycle if the average daily balance for that cycle falls below $2,500.  Fees can reduce earnings. Account balances between $0.01 and $999,998.99 earn 2.25% APY on 
the entire balance.  Account balances $999,999.00 and over earn 0.90% APY on the entire balance.  Transaction limitations apply.  New money, defined as funds not currently on deposit at 
Northfield Bank, are required to open. 

(2) Annual Percentage Yield (APY) subject to change without notice. Minimum balance of $2,500 to open CD.   All account balances above $0.01 will earn the stated APY.  There is a 
substantial penalty for early withdrawals. Fees could reduce earnings.   The maximum CD account balance is $225,000. 

(3) Bonus reward offer is available to new MyChecking, MyChecking 60+, or MyChecking Student customers who do not have an existing or prior Northfield checking account AND who 
meet the required qualifying criteria within 90 calendar days from account opening.  Qualifying criteria is defined as maintaining a $500 average daily balance in the new account AND 
having a monthly recurring direct deposit of $500 or more, AND performing 10 point of sale debit card transactions per month.  Qualifying direct deposits are recurring electronic deposits 
of your paycheck, pension, or government benefits. Person-to-person transfers between your Northfield account or accounts you have at other institutions do not qualify.  Once the 
criteria is met, the reward will be credited to the new MyChecking account no later than 30 business days following the end of the 90 day period.  Account must remain open through the 
qualifying period to receive bonus. Bonus will be reported as taxable income on a 1099-INT.  One bonus per household and offer subject to change without notice.

(4) MyChecking has no monthly service charge when you do one of the following each statement cycle: 1) maintain a minimum average daily balance of $500; OR, 2) have a recurring 
direct deposit totaling $500 or more; OR, 3) perform 10 POS debit card transactions.  Otherwise, an $8.00 monthly service charge will apply.  MyChecking Student and MyChecking 60+ 
have no monthly minimum balance requirements and no monthly service charge.

Offers in effect as of 12/03/18, subject to change without notice, and only available at Court Street office. 

ON BALANCES BELOW $999,998.99

17 MONTH CD

2.75%
APY (2)

10 MONTH CD

2.60%
APY (2)

MEMBER FDIC

Open a MyChecking, MyChecking 60+, or MyChecking Student(4) and maintain a $500 
average monthly balance, have a recurring direct deposit of $500 or more, and perform 
10 POS debit card transactions per month over the first 90 days to earn a $350 bonus(3).

OPEN A MYCHECKING 
ACCOUNT AND EARN 350$ (3)
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HELP
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®
    Get HELP fast, 24/7, 
anywhere with ���

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-800-404-9776

Saving a Life EVERY 11 MINUTES

 

 $1,500 SAVINGS

LOSE 20–40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS
GUARANTEED!

Change Your Life!

ALL NATURAL

DOCTOR 
SUPERVISED

53 lbs gone!

Ultimate Fat Loss System

Dr. Melinda Keller
(718) 234-6212

5911 16 Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204
myfatlossexpert.com

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

������
(718) 354-3834

*Mention code OIL3 when 
you place your order 

and receive 
¢ off
/ gallon3

Refer a new customer to 
us and take an additional 

on your next order 
3¢ off

/ gallon

FIND YOUR WORLD — ONLINE
BROOKLYNPAPER.COM

included in the project.
Cumbo agreed to allow 

towers roughly nine stories 
higher than the area’s cur-
rent zoning law allows in 
exchange for a deal that will 
bring some 258 so-called af-
fordable units to the area as 
part of the scheme. But her 
yes vote that culminated the 
two towers’ public-review 
process came as the public 
review for another, much 
larger Botanic Garden–ad-
jacent development is about 
to begin in her district.

Builder Continuum Com-
pany wants to erect  a six-
building complex  with towers 
as high as 37 stories — fea-
turing some 1,450 units, half 
of which will be market-rate 
— on Franklin Avenue be-
tween Sullivan and Mont-
gomery streets, which Bo-
tanic Garden leaders already 
took a stance against due to 
its size.

That land is also currently 
zoned for towers no taller than 
seven stories, and Cumbo 
again will cast the key Council 
vote on a rezoning necessary 
to build the complex.

4. Growing Gowanus
Officials last June released 

a  plan  to rezone a chunk of 
Gowanus to make way for 
taller residential buildings in 
parts of the historically indus-
trial neighborhood, where the 
Feds are approaching the third 
year of their ongoing  cleanse  
of its namesake canal.

The proposal, which came 
two years after the mayor first 
pitched the rezoning scheme 
back in 2016, zeroes in on 
Fourth Avenue between Pa-
cific and 15th streets, where it 
recommends any newly built 
residential buildings partici-
pate in the city’s Mandatory 
Inclusionary Housing pro-
gram, which requires devel-
opers to set aside a portion 
of units at below-market-
rate rents.

And in exchange, the city 
would upzone those blocks to 
make way for larger structures 
— which could climb as high 
as 17 stories in some parts, 
five more than what’s cur-
rently allowed under a 2003 
rezoning of the area.

Some locals worried that 
building bigger residential de-

Their so-called “innovative 
approach” would rebuild the 
70-year-old length of express-
way in one shot, but require 
turning the Brooklyn Heights 
Promenade into a six-lane 
speedway for vehicles for 
no less than six years in or-
der to wrap the job by 2026. 
And their so-called “tradi-
tional approach” would in-
stead rebuild the three-tiered 
highway lane by lane, work 
that could last into 2029 and 
cause traffic jams that offi-
cials warned could stretch for 
up to 12 miles.

But in November, the city 
announced it would consider  a 
third option , proposed by lead-
ers of civic group the Brook-
lyn Heights Association, that 
would send traffic on a tem-
porary highway created on 
the Furman Street border of 
Brooklyn Bridge Park, instead 
of along the Promenade.

As the time until the fix’s 
kick-off drops from years to 
months, all eyes are on the 
city to see whether it will heed 
the concerns of those  locals 
and pols  who demanded offi-
cials keep cars and trucks off 
the Promenade, or if Mayor 
DeBlasio will transform the 

walkway into a speedway.

1. Welcome to L
The time is near, Brook-

lynites. After years of fret-
ting over and planning for 
the so-called “L-pocalypse,” 
the 15-month suspension of 
Brooklyn–Manhattan L train 
service will commence on 
 April 27 .

Last month, Gov. Cuomo 
took a late-night tour of the 
subway’s East River–cross-
ing Canarsie Tube with in-
dependent engineering ex-
perts, suggesting the pros 
might come up with a way 
to shave time and money off 
the repair plan.

But following his trek, 
Cuomo told a radio station that 
local commuters shouldn’t get 
their hopes up for the job to 
finish earlier than its June 
2020 deadline.

That means the roughly 
250,000 straphangers who 
cross the river daily on the L 
should plan to avail themselves 
of officials’ many alternative-
commuting options — some 
of which, including new bus 
routes and a dedicated ferry 
service, will launch days before 
the closure, on April 21.

Continued from page 1

2019...

velopments in the neighbor-
hood could mean the end of 
its days as a blue-collar in-
dustrial hub. But Gowanus 
Councilmen Stephen Levin 
and Brad Lander last sum-
mer assured concerned resi-
dents that the scheme is not 
set in stone.

The city plans to release 
a second draft of its rezon-
ing this winter following its 
first months of shopping it 
to locals.

3. BQX’s ‘Prime’ 
opportunity

Mayor DeBlasio’s plan 
to build a $2.73-billion wa-
terfront trolley connecting 
Brooklyn and Queens met 
some roadblocks in 2018.

 In April , members of his 
own administration doubted 
their boss’s initial promise 
that tax revenue generated 
by new development along 
the streetcar’s route would 
pay for the infrastructure 
alone. And  in August , De-
Blasio said his BQX project 
would derail without $1 bil-
lion from President Trump — 
putting its fate in the hands 
of his frequent political rival, 
who some  pols , said would be 
unlikely to pitch in a penny.

Around that time, the city 
also revealed the project’s cost 
shot up to its current figure 
from a previous $2.5-million 
price tag, and that its Brook-
lyn route would skip Dumbo 
and terminate in Red Hook 
instead of Sunset Park, after 
planners shortened the tracks 
from from 14 to 11 miles.

But the November news 
that online-retail giant Am-
azon will open a second head-
quarters in Queens along the 
proposed BQX line breathed 
new life into the seemingly 

stalled scheme, with some lo-
cal officials now calling on 
the trillion-dollar company to 
help foot the bill for the form 
of transportation.

2. Fixing the BQE
The city is currently weigh-

ing at least three options for 
fixing the Brooklyn-Queens 
Expressway’s crumbling tri-
ple cantilever, a job that could 
begin as soon as 2020.

Transit officials first re-
vealed  their two plans  for 
the repairs in September. 

Brooklyn Heights residents want the city to build a 
temporary highway along the border of Brooklyn 
Bridge Park, instead of on the Promenade.
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D R I N K I N G

These restaurateurs 
have come a Long way!

The guys who years 
ago reopened Atlantic 
Avenue’s iconic Long 
Island Restaurant as a 
bustling bar with the 
same name recently de-
buted a brand new food-
and-drink spot in Fort 
Greene.

But this time, the co-owners — who  metic-
ulously restored  their  Long Island Bar , which 
is within the landmarked Cobble Hill Historic 
District — built their new eatery The Rockwell 
Place from the ground up, with a look they de-
scribed as more modern than that of their other 
well-preserved watering hole, but not without 
some blasts from the past.

“The interior is pretty radically different, it’s 
sort of an industrial modern space with furni-
ture touches from the 1950s and 1960s,” said 
Joel Tompkins. “More modern sleek.”

The Rockwell Place’s interior is not the only 
detail that differentiates it from its sister spot 
— the chef at the 65-seat eatery is cooking up 
a menu of New American dishes that Tomp-
kins described as more elevated than Long Is-
land Bar’s pub food.

“We have a similarly sized menu, but it’s a 
different style of food,” he said.

Both he and Cecchini believe their Fort Greene 
eatery will become go-to neighborhood water-
ing hole just like its beloved sibling.

“It’s just a delightful space to be in, warm 
and welcoming,” Tompkins said.

The Rockwell Place [31 Rockwell Pl. be-
tween DeKalb Avenue and Fulton Street in Fort 
Greene, (917) 909–1093, www.therockwellplace.
com]. Open weekdays from 5 pm to midnight, 
weekends from 5 pm to 2 am.

 — Julianne Cuba

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

S
he’s making the cuts!

A Kings County culinary instruc-
tor is cooking up a storm on the pop-

ular reality competition show “Top Chef,” 
beating out more acclaimed food profes-
sionals to win two out of the three full ep-
isodes that have aired so far. 

Homegirl Nini Nguyen, who operates 
a cooking school in Prospect Heights, ex-
plained the key to her success using one 
simple tenet — always be freaking out. 

“I learned that if I’m not nervous and 
don’t feel like throwing up, I’m probably 
doing something wrong,” said Nini Nguyen. 
“The two times I second-guessed myself 
I ended up winning the elimination chal-
lenge, so I just stuck with that.”

A Southern belle turned city slicker, 
Nguyen got her start at a New Orleans choc-
olate shop after graduating from Louisiana 
State University with a business degree, 
before going on to earn her pork chops la-
boring in the kitchens of various Big Easy 
purveyors of fine dining.

The chef moved to Brooklyn in 2012, 
and soon scored a gig at pop-up restaurant 
Dinner Lab, where she traveled to big cit-
ies across the country procuring equip-
ment, hiring staff, and cooking feasts for 
up to 120 guests, in a high-pressure rou-
tine she discovered was not that different 
from the challenges posed by Bravo’s Em-
my-Award-winning reality show. 

“We had to cook things on the fly with 
god-knows-what equipment and had to 

feed 120 people with whatever we had,” 
Nguyen explained. 

She became a founding member of Ber-
gen Street culinary school Cook Space in 
2017, where she helped develop classes 
including Pasta Making 101, Brunch 
Breakdown, and Vegan Cuisine for the 
Carnivore, which is designed for health-
conscious meat eaters who still want a 
full-flavored meal.

“The idea was to make something that 
meat eaters would eat, and not miss the 
meat or dairy,” she explained. 

Filming for the show took approximately 
six weeks in the early summer, and Nguy-
en’s new challenge is keeping the lid on 
how she fared in the televised competition, 
which offers a prize of nearly $200,000 for 
the winner, she said. 

Regardless of whether or not she emerges 
as the show’s top chef, Nguyen’s fame as a 
contestant has already paid dividends for 
her Brooklyn business.

“There’s a lot of ‘Top Chef’ fans out there 
wanting to learn something from me,” she 
said. “It’s been pretty good.”

Island hopping
D I N I N G

Science flair
Scientifically speaking, it’s beautiful! 
A new gallery that merges art with science 

opens at the Brooklyn Army Terminal on Jan. 
4 with “Spontaneous Emergence of Order,” an 
exhibit of work from four artists who have cre-
ated ordered patterns from the natural world. 
Combining an artist’s eye with a scientific ap-

proach creates pieces that 
can help people under-
stand the world around 
them, according to one of 
the show’s curators. 

“I think it’s an impor-
tant link, and I think sci-
entists and artists seek to 
understand the world we 
are living in, and when 
you merge the two you 

can have really substantial breakthroughs,” said 
Elena Soterakis, who lives in Bay Ridge and co-
curated the show with Jeannine Bardo. “We be-
lieve in the union of both mediums and bring-
ing them together.”

The inaugural exhibit inside the BioBat Art 
Space at the Sunset Park terminal will feature 
work from a quartet of artists, including Tanya 
Chaly’s drawings of frogs linked by thread and 
dissection pins; Tarah Rhoda’s “Ourglass,” 
which features an IV bag under ultraviolet light; 
Magdalena Dukiewicz’s “Flesh and Blood,” an 
installation of solidified blood and collagen; and 
Richelle Gribble’s “Community Web,” a social 
engagement project built of rope, string, yarn, 
cords, and plastic (pictured).

The gallery will also hold special events to 
reach out to pupils in nearby schools, with talks 
by the artists, educational programs, and hands-
on science activities and projects.

“Spontaneous Emergence of Order” at Bio-
Bat ArtSpace at the Brooklyn Army Terminal 
(140 58th St. between First and Second avenues 
in Sunset Park). Jan. 4–March 3, Mon–Sat; 
noon–6 pm and by appointment. Free. 

 — Julianne Cuba

A R T

Head of 
the class
Kings County culinary instructor 
is dominating Bravo’s ‘Top Chef’

Watch Nguyen compete on “Top 
Chef,” Thursday nights at 8 pm on 
Bravo. Free.

Learn from her at “Vegan Cuisine for 
the Carnivore” at Cook Space [603 Ber-
gen St. between Carlton and Vanderbilt 
avenues in Prospect Heights, Suite 202, 
(718) 230–8400, www.cookspacebrook-
lyn.com]. Jan. 10 at 7 pm. $115. 

COOKING

Domestic dish: Brooklyn culinary instructor Nini Nguyen has scored two big wins (so 
far) on Bravo’s “Top Chef” reality show.
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By Julianne McShane
Brooklyn Paper

C
all it a ’cast of multitudes. 

Local history buffs the 
Bowery Boys will discuss the 

literature and legacy of Brooklyn 
bard Walt Whitman at the first-
ever live taping of their eponymous 
podcast at the Bell House on Jan. 
11. The event, presented as part 
of the four-day Brooklyn Podcast 
Festival, will focus on the role that 
Kings County played in shaping the 
poet’s best-known work, accord-
ing to the show’s co-host. 

“A lot of people consider ‘Leaves 
of Grass’ in particular the most im-
portant piece of literature about 
Brooklyn,” said Carroll Gardens 
resident Greg Young. “It’s clear 
that his experience in Brooklyn 
is what inspired it.” 

Young and co-host Tom My-
ers — who dwells in the distant 
land of New Jersey — will spend 
the first half of the show explor-
ing the historical context of 19th-
century Brooklyn, when Whitman 
spent nearly three decades mov-
ing between the borough’s various 
neighborhoods, including Clinton 
Hill, Fort Greene, and Downtown, 
Young said. The duo will then dis-
cuss how the Borough of Churches 
inspired some of the scribe’s writ-
ings — including “Crossing Brook-
lyn Ferry” and “Song of Myself” 
— with Whitman scholar and New 
York University professor Karen 
Karbiener, who is also the leader of 
the  Walt Whitman Initiative. 

Whitman’s mark on the Better 
Borough was not limited to his po-

etic writings: the author spent two 
years working as the editor of the 
Brooklyn Daily Eagle — an insti-
tution unrelated to the current rag 
that uses the name — and used his 
post to pen editorials pushing the 

city to make Fort Greene Park a 
reality, Young said. The outspo-
ken editor also advocated for the 
park’s Prison Ship Martyrs Mon-
ument, which marks the crypt for 
more than 11,500 men and women 
locked up by the British during 
the Revolutionary War.

“He was always really en-
gaged with Brooklyn’s Revolu-
tionary War history — it pops 
up all the time with his writing,” 
Young said.  

The show will conclude with 
local poets reading some of Whit-

man’s works and a conversation 
with local preservationist Brad Vo-
gel, who has led the so-far-unsuc-
cessful charge to  landmark the po-
et’s Clinton Hill home  on Ryerson 
Street, where he allegedly com-
piled “Leaves of Grass.”

The show will eventually be re-
leased as a podcast episode of the 
Bowery Boys, but Young says that 
local listeners should come out to the 
live taping to experience first-hand 
the energy of the evening. 

“It’s going to be a kind of sim-
ulation of what our recording ses-
sions are like, but I want to make 
it a little bit more of a dynamic, 
entertaining show,” he said. 

Oh podcast, my podcast!
Bowery Boys honor Walt Whitman at a live taping
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Worshipping Walt: Local 
podcast duo and history 
buffs the Bowery Boys (left) 
will host a special live tap-
ing of their show honoring 
Brooklyn bard Walt Whitman 
(above) at the Bell House on 
Jan. 11. as part of the Brook-
lyn Podcast Festival.
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The Bowery Boys at the 
Bell House (149 Seventh St. 
between Second and Third 
avenues in Gowanus, www.
thebellhouseny.com). Jan. 11 
at 7:30 pm. $20.

FESTIVAL

The pod people are coming! The Brook-
lyn Podcast Festival will sprawl across four 
venues for four days, so you can catch your 
favorite shows with your eyes as well as your 
ears! In addition to the Bowery Boys discus-
sion of Walt Whitman on Jan. 11, here are a 
few highlights of the fest:

Hometown host: Brooklyn podcaster 
(and author, and television host) Touré will 
interview an as-yet-unnamed special guest 
during a live taping of the “Touré Show,” 
where he chats with prominent black peo-
ple about their struggles and successes. Past 
guests have included basketball player Den-
nis Rodman, singer Macy Gray, and mem-
bers of the Wu Tang Clan.

“Touré Show” at Bric House [647 Fulton 
St. at Rockwell Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
683–5600, www.bricartsmedia.org]. Jan. 10 at 
7 pm. Free. 

Jest talking: How do jokes work? In 
the podcast “Good One,” Jesse David Fox 
— Vulture.com’s senior editor — asks a co-
median to break down a joke. Today he will 
chat with Brooklyn comic Catherine Cohen 
and “Difficult People” actress and writer Ju-
lie Klausner. 

“Good One” at Union Hall [702 Union 
St. between Fifth and Sixth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400, unionhallny.com]. Jan. 
11 at 7:30 pm. $15.

Travel talk: Brooklyn’s favorite topics — 
bike lanes and subway woes — will be up for 
discussion at the “Talking Headways” podcast 
taping. Host Jeff Wood will chat with trans-
portation planner and technologist Ryan We-
strom about creating streets that are focused 
on people, not cars. The discussion kicks off 
an afternoon of podcasts focused on urban 
planning, followed by a happy hour gather-
ing at 5 pm. 

“Talking Headways” at Camp David (237 
36th St. Suite 112, between Second and 
Third avenues in Sunset Park, www.cityfarm-
presents.com/bkpodfest). Jan. 12 at 1 pm. $8 
($15 for all four sessions).

Pod goals
THE BEST OF THE PODCAST FEST

Cups of Kings
Cheers to that!
Beer-obsessed Brooklynites can now place 

their orders for a new book overflowing with 
vouchers for free samples at dozens of Kings 
County suds spots.

Our pals behind  The Beer Book  packed the 
2019 edition with coupons redeemable at 30 
Kings County watering holes, and they kicked 
off online sales last month, with plans to get 
the coveted coupon catalogues in buyers’ hands 
early this year.

The ninth installment of the $30 booklet in-
cludes tickets for drinks at pubs across the bor-
ough, unlike its predecessors, which divided 
their coupons into separate books for North and 
Southern Brooklyn.

And the latest guide for hops heads includes 
vouchers usable at such suds slingers as the Ad-
irondack in Windsor Terrace, Downtown’s Build-
ing on Bond, Covenhoven in Prospect Heights, 
Kings County Brewers Collective in Bushwick, 
Lowlands Bar in Gowanus, One Stop Beer Shop 
in Williamsburg, and more.

Each coupon within the booklet is good for 
one beer, though some of the saloons have stip-
ulations in regards to the type of brew you can 
order for free. 

All coupons in the 2019 edition are valid 
through Dec. 31 of this year.

Pre-order your copy of The Beer Book at 
 beerbookshop.com . — Anna Spivak
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
Jan. 4

Funny first
Start off the first 
weekend of the new 
year with something 
light and fun — “Fifty 
First Jokes.” The 
13th-annual extrava-
ganza of wit features 
50 comedians deliver-
ing the first jokes that 
they wrote this year. 
Performers include 
host John F. 
O’Donnell (pictured) 
Jo Firestone, Liza 
Treyger, Rob Haze, 
Saurin Choksi, and 45 
others.

8 pm at the Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510, www.thebell-
houseny.com]. $15.

SATURDAY
Jan. 5

A glam of 
queens 
Things get weird and 
wild in “Chimera,” a 
new work-in-progress 
debuting tonight at 
National Sawdust. 
The opera about 
identity features 
seven different drag 
performers — includ-
ing Alexis Michelle 
(pictured) and 
11-year-old Park 
Slope “drag kid” 
Desmond is Amazing 
— as different 
aspects of the Chi-
mera’s personality. 

7 pm at National Sawdust 
(80 N. Sixth St. at Wythe 
Avenue in Williamsburg, 
www.nationalsawdust.
org). $22.

SUNDAY
Jan. 6 

Skate or die
Show this new year 
that you plan to stick 
around by dressing up 
for the “I Will Survive” 
Dreamland Dis-
coteque roller disco 
party. The all-ages 
(actually, age 7 and 
older) afternoon event 
will feature groove-a-
licious tunes from 
Gloria Gaynor and 
other divas, a dance 
competition, and col-
orful decorations.  

1–4 pm at Dreamland 
Roller Rink (233 37th St. at 
Second Avenue in Sunset 
Park, www.dreamlandroll-
errink.com). $20 (includes 
skate rental).

WEDNESDAY
Jan. 9

Woah, man!
Legalizing marijuana is 
one of Cuomo’s top 
priorities for 2019 — 
but did you know that 
“pot” is actually bad 
for you? The 
extremely reliable 
1936 documentary 
“Reefer Madness,” 
screening as part of 
the “Weird Wednes-
day” film series, will 
explain how a single 
hit of “doobie” will 
lead to hallucinations, 
madness, and murder! 

9:30 pm at Alamo 
Drafthouse Cinema [445 
Albee Square West 
between Fulton and 
Willoughby streets 
Downtown, (718) 513–
2547, www.drafthouse.
com/nyc]. $10.

THURSDAY
Jan. 10

Be like Ike
A fixture of the Brook-
lyn performance 
scene, comedian and 
actor Ikechukwu Ufo-
madu might be best 
known for his occa-
sional live talk show 
“Ike at Night.” But 
this week, he will 
leave the guests 
behind for the slightly 
self-referential show 
“Ikechukwu Ufomadu 
presents: An Evening 
with Ikechukwu Ufo-
madu.” 

8 pm at the Brick (575 
Metropolitan Ave. 
between Union and 
Lorimer streets in 
Williamsburg, www.brick-
theater.com). $20.

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, JAN. 4
ART, “ESCHER” THE EXHIBITION 

AND EXPERIENCE: The exhibition 
portrays the life and work of the 
famous 1960s graphic artist MC Es-
cher. $20. 9 am–9 pm. Industry City 
(220 36th Street between Second 
and Third Avenues in Sunset Park). 

ART, “HEED” OPENING RECEPTION: 
An exhibit of surrealist art from An-
gela Heisch and Alessandro Keegan. 
Free. 6–9 pm. Transmitter (1329 Wil-
loughby Ave. between Wyckoff and 
St. Nicholas Avenues in Bushwick), 
www.transmitter.nyc. 

MUSIC, “POWER TO THE GOD 
WITHIN”: Part of the Ferus Festival, 
Jojo Abot’s show is an interdisciplin-
ary, immersive musical experience 
that presents the black being as 
divine and all powerful. $25. 7 pm. 
National Sawdust [80 N. Sixth St. 
at Wythe Avenue in Williamsburg, 
(646) 779–8455], www.nationalsaw-
dust.org. 

THEATER, “THE JUNGLE”: An immer-
sive play about the resilient, hopeful 
residents of the Jungle, a short-lived, 
self-governing society that emerged 
within a sprawling refugee camp in 
Calais, France. 7:30 pm. St. Ann’s 
Warehouse [45 Water St. at New 
Dock Street in Dumbo, (718) 834–
8794], www.stannswarehouse.org. 

COMEDY, 50 FIRST JOKES: For the 
13th year in a row, 50 comedians 
reveal the fi rst joke they’ve come up 
with this year. $15. 8 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643–6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com. 

THEATER, “COME BACK TO THE FIVE 
AND DIME JIMMY DEAN, JIMMY 
DEAN”: An all-female fan club for 
actor James Dean reunites in 1975. 
$20. 8 pm. Heights Players [26 Wil-
low Pl. between Joralemon and 
State streets in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 237–2752], www.heightsplay-
ers.org. 

SAT, JAN. 5
ART, “ESCHER” THE EXHIBITION 

AND EXPERIENCE: 9 am–9 pm. See 
Friday, Jan. 4. 

THEATER, “THE JUNGLE”: 2 pm, 7:30 
pm. See Friday, Jan. 4. 

TARGET FIRST SATURDAY AT THE 

BROOKLYN MUSEUM: Celebrate 
the New Year with music, a book 
club, fi lm, gallery talks, poetry, 
dance, hands-on art making and 
more. Free. 5–10 pm. Brooklyn Mu-
seum [200 Eastern Pkwy. at Wash-
ington Avenue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 638–5000], www.brooklynmu-
seum.org. 

COMEDY, PICTURE THIS!: Stand-up 
comedians perform while cartoon-
ists draw their stories live. $10 ($8 in 
advance). 7:30 pm. Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

MUSIC, “CHIMERA”: Part of the Ferus 
Festival of new work. Seven different 
drag performers interchangeably 
play the role of Chimera, each per-
sonifying different sides and parts of 
the identity of one individual. $22. 
8 pm. National Sawdust [80 N. Sixth 
St. at Wythe Avenue in Williams-
burg, (646) 779–8455], www.nation-
alsawdust.org. 

THEATER, “COME BACK TO THE FIVE 
AND DIME JIMMY DEAN, JIMMY 
DEAN”: 8 pm. See Friday, Jan. 4. 

MUSIC, PYLON REENACTMENT SO-
CIETY: Vanessa Briscoe Hay, singer 
of the 1980s Athens, Georgia band 
Pylon, performs with her new back-
up band. Thick and Kag open. $18 
($15 in advance). 8 pm. Market Hotel 
(1142 Myrtle Ave. at Broadway in 
Bushwick), www.markethotel.org. 

SUN, JAN. 6
ART, “ESCHER” THE EXHIBITION 

AND EXPERIENCE: 9 am–9 pm. See 
Friday, Jan. 4. 

THEATER, “COME BACK TO THE FIVE 
AND DIME JIMMY DEAN, JIMMY 
DEAN”: 2 pm. See Friday, Jan. 4. 

THEATER, “THE JUNGLE”: 5 pm. See 
Friday, Jan. 4. 

EVENT, GOLDEN GLOBE AWARDS 

See 9 DAYS on page 10

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

WED, JAN. 9
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS. AT-

LANTA HAWKS: 7:30 pm. 

SAT, JAN. 12
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLAND-

ERS VS. NEW YORK RANGERS: 
1 pm. 

SUN, JAN. 13
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

VS. TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING: 
7 pm. 

MON, JAN. 14
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS. 

BOSTON CELTICS: 7:30 pm. 

TUES, JAN. 15
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

VS. ST. LOUIS BLUES: 7 pm. 

WED, JAN. 16
MUSIC, PANIC! AT THE DISCO: 

7 pm. 

COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

A little pushback: The New York Rangers and the New York 
Islanders will go toe-to-toe and face-to-face at Barclays Cen-
ter on Jan. 12.
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THREE WAYS 
TO LOVE YOUR

BROOKLYN PAPER and 
BrooklynPaper.com

Your go-to source for a daily dose of Brooklyn!

IN PRINT
Pick up Brooklyn 

Paper every Friday 
across Greenpoint, 

Williamsburg, 
Bushwick, Downtown, 

and Brownstone 
Brooklyn. Each paper 

delivers news, arts, 
sports, and parenting 

in one package.

ON YOUR COMPUTER, 
PHONE, OR TABLET

No one else covers 
Brooklyn like 

BrooklynPaper.com. 
The site offers the 

latest local coverage 
with more depth 

than any other web 
publication.

IN YOUR INBOX, 
NEWSFEED, OR TIMELINE

Brooklyn Paper will come to 
you, too. Follow us on Twitter 
at @BrooklynPaper, like us on 
Facebook at Facebook.com/
BrooklynPaper, and sign up 
for our e-mail news letter at 

BrooklynPaper.com/updates.

Parties start at $36 per person

Showers  Rehearsal Dinners  Bachelorette Parties
Boutique Weddings with many packages and options to choose from

Brunch, Lunch, Dinner Parties  Buffet Style or Formal Table Service  Full Bar/Open Bar 

Call our Catering Managers Peter, John, Bobby & Lorraine

718-989-8952

For your Spe cial Occasion & Banquet Aff air

7717 3rd www.GreenHouseCafe.com
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162 Montague St, 2nd Floor, Brooklyn Heights
(718) 522-5555/58  Fax: (718) 522-7555
www.nanatori.com  OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

FREE
DELIVERY

$10 
MIN

Fine Japanese cuisine, plus full 
sushi bar, for lunch or dinner

Most 
Insurance 

Plans 
Accepted

Your Neighborhood Lab®

For other locations, visit enzoclinicallabs.com/locations Follow us on and

Convenient Hours: 

Monday-Sunday, 10:00 am – 6:00 pm
Telephone (347) 529-3824

Enzo Clinical Labs 
849 57th Street
Ground Floor
Brooklyn, NY 11220

Visit our Patient Service 
Center in Sunset Park! 

Grand Opening January 7th

Get daily updates on news in your 
neighborhood by signing up for our 

daily e-mail updates at 

BrooklynPaper.com/updates

STAY INFORMED!

By Anthony Rotunno
Brooklyn Paper

B
rr-ing it on, 2019!

That is what I repeated to my-
self while huddled amid a mass 

of half-naked people on Coney Is-
land beach on Jan. 1, waiting for or-
ganizers of the annual New Year’s 
Day Coney Island Polar Bear Plunge 
to lift the plastic fencing separating 
us from the Atlantic Ocean.

Minutes before, my three friends 
and I joked about how refreshing the 
dip would be, while we soaked up 
the sun on the unseasonably balmy 
day, when temperatures crept toward 
the high 50s.

But the warmth of the giant star’s 
rays quickly subsided as I shed my 
fuzzy outer layers on the sand — and 
watched the first plungers sprint from 
the waters toward their towels, their 
teeth chattering and bodies writhing 
in the cold air.

Until that moment, I hadn’t much 
thought about actually taking the 
plunge — just the spectacle of mak-
ing our way to the People’s Play-
ground, semi-hungover after a long 
night ringing in the new year. And, 
of course, the many photo opportu-
nities the excursion would present — 
including the chance to pose with my 
beloved Arts Editor Bill Roundy, who 
also planned for a wet start to the 
next 12 months.

My decision to do the dip — often 
described with such calming words 
as refreshing, restorative, and reju-
venating — seemed far less sound as 
I witnessed the sheer chaos that was 
the inaugural batch of 500 plungers’ 
scramble to warm up after they dove 
into the water at 1 pm.

But there was little time to question 
my choice as the clock ticked toward 

my group’s 1:10 pm plunge time. Be-
sides, the only way out of the make-
shift pen would be to fight my way 
through the rows of people waiting 
to follow us into the ocean.

Another massive crowd stood 
alongside us, shouting well wishes 
that grew even louder as the last sec-
onds ticked down. Then the organiz-
ers lifted the plastic fencing in front of 

us, and our group of started to slowly 
move toward the water as one, like 
an amoeba.

All of a sudden, the noise stopped 
— even as I rushed past the marching 
band that lined our path to the shore-
line. My sense of sound seemed to 
go dormant as my body braced for 
the sensation of stepping into the icy 
water — which may not technically 
have been below freezing, but sure 
felt like it.

I watched as bodies silently splashed 
past me, as heads popped up from and 
dropped below the surface around 
me, as mouths opened wide but no 
sounds came out. The water washed 
over me in small waves, knocking the 
wind out of me as it broke higher and 
higher on my bare chest.

To my right I saw my friend Liz, 
who had been clutching my arm since 
we stood on the beach and still hadn’t 
let go, even though I could no lon-
ger feel her grasp. She gestured to 
the surface, reminding me we agreed 
to dunk our heads together. She then 
collapsed into the water, bringing me 
down with her.

I barely closed my eyes and plugged 
my nose before my body fell into the 
cold abyss.

As quickly as we went under, we 
popped up. And then we bolted to 
the shore.

My senses returned with each step 
I took away from the water. The ca-
cophony of cheers blared in my ears 
as I ran past the remaining souls who 
had yet to submerge, and I started to 
notice all those brave Brooklynites 
who jumped in before me. Many of 
their expressions had melted from 
shock to smiles, and I basked in the 
warmth of that cheer until I made it 
to the towel waiting for me by the 
Boardwalk.

I wouldn’t go so far as to call the 
plunge “fun,” and I’m definitely in no 
rush to jump in again next year. But it 
was certainly unforgettable, and not 
just because of the sheer discomfort 
that was submerging myself in the 
ocean in the dead of winter.

I left the day with an overwhelm-
ing sense of camaraderie — for the 
dozens of volunteers who made it pos-
sible; the hundreds of folks I bonded 
with through our shared experience; 
the locals who came out to watch; and 
for Bill, whom I managed to catch up 
with for a post-plunge photo at the 
Freak Bar — that will surely outlast 
any physical aftereffects.

I hope to hold onto this feeling of 
unity with my borough and its people 
— a connection often hard to make 
in a place with some 2.6-million resi-
dents — as the months ahead unfold, 
to serve as a reminder of how we be-
gan the year together.

And if that fails, I’ll always have 
my photo with Bill.

Polar postmortem
Our editor relives his New Year’s Day plunge
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They did it!: (Above) This newspaper’s Editor-in-Chief, Anthony 
Rotunno, right, and Arts Editor, Bill Roundy, had smiles frozen on 
their faces for hours after they completed the New Year’s Day Co-
ney Island Polar Bear Plunge along with thousands of others (top).
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ORGANIC

Oriental Yams $$149149
lb.lb.

3gu y sfrombrook ly n .com

Green Squash

lb.lb.

¢¢5959

1/02 7AM -1/07 7PM
SALE STARTS 02 03 04 05 06 07

GREAT DEAL!

Almond Milk $$299299
48 oz.48 oz.

SPECIAL!

$$55forfor
64 oz.64 oz.

33Iced Teas

ORGANIC

Cello Carrots

1 lb. pkg1 lb. pkg

¢¢9999

Gold Pineapples

forfor22 $$55
Iceberg Lettuce

large
head
large
head

¢¢8989
Seedless Red Grapes
$$119119

lb.lb.

Potatoes

55forfor
lb. baglb. bag

$$179179
Navel Oranges

forfor99$$199199
Grape Tomatoes

forfor44 $$55dry
pints
dry
pints

Bananas

lb.lb.

¢¢4949

Turkish Apricots
$$299299

lb.lb.

Italian Pasta

lb. baglb. bag

¢¢9999
Kalamata Olives
$$399399

lb.lb.

Greek Yogurt

D

ea.ea.

¢¢8989

2019

Presented by

        BESTOFBK.COM
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SCREENING PARTY: Watch 
the awards ceremony 
hosted by Sandra Oh and 
Andy Samberg, projected 
on the big screen. Free. 6 
pm. Littlefi eld (635 Sack-
ett St. between Third and 

Fourth avenues in Gow-
anus), www.littlefi eldnyc.
com. 

MUSIC, FOLDS: Part of the 
Ferus Festival, intermedia 
artist Katharina Rosen-
berger and acclaimed 
violinist Miranda Cuckson 
plot a sensory journey from 
the present to the past, 
engaging with the voices 
of other artists and bring-
ing the ephemeral nature 

of sound and thought into 
dialogue with the tangible 
world. $25. 7 pm. National 
Sawdust [80 N. Sixth St. 
at Wythe Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (646) 779–8455], 
www.nationalsawdust.org. 

COMEDY, “HERE TO STAY”: 
Monroe Martin performs 
a stand-up comedy show 
about growing up in foster 
homes and how it affected 
his adult relationships. $10. 

8 pm. Union Hall [702 Union 
St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

MON, JAN. 7
ART, “ESCHER” THE EXHIBI-

TION AND EXPERIENCE: 9 
am–9 pm. See Friday, Jan. 4. 

MUSIC, THE SONIC GREAT 
WALL: Part of the Ferus 

Festival. Huang Ruo’s im-
mersive and interactive 
composition. $25. 7 pm, 
9:30 pm. National Sawdust 
[80 N. Sixth St. at Wythe Av-
enue in Williamsburg, (646) 
779–8455], www.national-
sawdust.org. 

COMEDY, CHICKEN, ROAD, 
LOL!: Weekly comedy open 
mic at a gay bar. Five min-
utes to work on your stuff. 
Free. 8 pm. Excelsior [563 

Fifth Ave. between 15th and 
16th streets in Park Slope, 
(718) 788–2710], www.excel-
siorbrooklyn.com. 

DANCE, BIG APPLE BABES 
AUDITIONS!: The all-
women dance crew seeks 
badass ladies to perform in 
the Coney Island Mermaid 
Parade, Pride March, and 
other community events. 
For any questions, contact 
Rebecca Duckert at bigap-

plebabesnyc@gmail.com. 
Free. 8 pm. Mark Morris 
Dance Group [3 Lafayette 
Ave. between Nostrand 
Avenue and Bedford Av-
enue in Fort Greene, (718) 
624–8400], www.markmor-
risdancegroup.org. 

TUES, JAN. 8
ART, “ESCHER” THE EXHIBI-

TION AND EXPERIENCE: 9 
am–9 pm. See Friday, Jan. 4. 

TALK, CREATE YOUR OWN 
TV SHOW: Learn to fi lm 
from Bric TV. Free. 6:30 pm. 
BRIC Arts Media House 
[647 Fulton St. at Rockwell 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
683–5621], www.bricarts-
media.org. 

THEATER, “THE JUNGLE”: 
7:30 pm. See Friday, Jan. 4. 

MUSIC, “AMPLIFY”: For the 
closing night of the 2019 
Ferus Festival, the Brooklyn 
Youth Chorus performes 
work by young and con-
temporary composers that 
speaks directly to the most 
urgent themes of today. 
$29. 8 pm. National Sawdust 
[80 N. Sixth St. at Wythe Av-
enue in Williamsburg, (646) 
779–8455], www.national-
sawdust.org. 

DANCE, BIG APPLE BABES 
AUDITIONS!: 8 pm. See 
Monday, Jan. 7. 

COMEDY, AMBUSH COM-
EDY: Every Tuesday, hosts 
Lucas Connolly and David 
Piccolomini present a lineup 
of top comics. Free. 8 pm. 
Two Boots Williamsburg 
[558 Driggs Ave. between 
N. Sixth and N. Seventh 
streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 387–2668], www.
twoboots.com/location/wil-
liamsburg. 

WED, JAN. 9
ART, “ESCHER” THE EXHIBI-

TION AND EXPERIENCE: 9 
am–9 pm. See Friday, Jan. 4. 

ART, “LET’S TRY LISTEN-
ING AGAIN”: Dumbo 
gallery A.I.R. presents its 
13th Biennial of work by 
women artists. Curated by 
Sarah Demeuse and Prem 
Krishnamurthy. Free. 6 pm. 
A.I.R. Gallery [155 Plymouth 
St. between Pearl and Jay 
streets in Dumbo, (212) 
255–6651], www.airgallery.
org. 

THEATER, “THE JUNGLE”: 
7:30 pm. See Friday, Jan. 4. 

MUSIC, DOMINIC COLES: A 
night of experimental sound 
art. With Jenn Grossman. 
$15. 8 pm. Areté Venue 
and Gallery (67 West Street 
#103, between Noble and 
Milton Streets in Williams-
burg), www.aretevenue.
com. 

COMEDY, COMEDIANS YOU 
SHOULD KNOW: The 
Chicago-style stand up 
showcase features Aparna 
Nancherla, Jeff Arcuri, Petey 
Deabreu, and more. $10 
($5 in advance). 9 pm. The 
Gutter [200 N. 14th St. in 
Greenpoint, 718.387.3585], 
thegutterbrooklyn.com. 

THURS, JAN. 10
ART, “ESCHER” THE EXHIBI-

TION AND EXPERIENCE: 9 
am–9 pm. See Friday, Jan. 4. 

THEATER, “THE JUNGLE”: 
2 pm, 7:30 pm. See Friday, 
Jan. 4. 

ART, LET’S TRY LISTENING 
AGAIN: 6 pm. See Wednes-
day, Jan. 9. 

DANCE, SALSA PARTY: Start 
with a class led by profes-
sional dancers at 6 pm, fol-
lowed by live music, social 
dancing, and performances 
by Brooklyn’s best Latin 
dance teams. Free. 6–9:30 
pm. Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

TALK, DR. GAMESHOW 
LIVE!: Jo Firestone and 
Manolo Moreno bring their 
cult-favorite Dr. Gameshow 
podcast to the Brooklyn 
Podcast Festival. $10. 7 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

TALK, HANK WILLIS 
THOMAS: The artist talks 
with his biographer. $16 (in-
cludes Museum admission). 
7 pm. Brooklyn Museum 
[200 Eastern Pkwy. at Wash-
ington Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

DANCE, NEVER BEFORE 
NEVER AGAIN IMPRO-
VISATION FESTIVAL: The 
fi fth annual festival of dance 
improvisation features after-
noon workshops and eve-
ning performances. $22 ($18 
in advance). 8 pm. Triskelion 
Arts [106 Calyer St. between 
Banker Street and Clifford 
Place in Greenpoint, (718) 
389–3473], www.triskelion-
arts.org. 

MUSIC, OPERA DINNER THE-
ATER: Home Brew Opera 
presents a night of opera 
paired with items from Fred-
dy’s menu! $10 suggested 
donation. 9 pm. Freddy’s 
Bar [627 Fifth Ave. between 
17th and 18th streets in 
Greenwood Heights, (718) 
768–0131], freddysbar.com. 

TALK, INSIDE THE CLOSET: 
Comedians Emma Willmann 
and Matteo Lane discuss 
being gay comics in main-
stream culture in this live 
edition of their podcast. 
$10. 9:30 pm. Union Hall 
[702 Union St. at Fifth Av-
enue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

FRI, JAN. 11
ART, “ESCHER” THE EXHIBI-

TION AND EXPERIENCE: 9 
am–9 pm. See Friday, Jan. 4. 

ART, “LOST ANGELINO, AN 
IMMIGRANT’S TALE” 
OPENING RECEPTION: 
An exhibition of acryl-
ics and mixed media from 
Mexican-born artist Gabriel 
Rivera. Free. 5–7 pm. South 
Slope Local [355 Seventh 
Ave. between 10th and 11th 
streets in Park Slope, (917) 
678–6934], www.facebook.
com/southslopelocal. 

ART, LET’S TRY LISTENING 
AGAIN: 6 pm. See Wednes-
day, Jan. 9. 

READING, BROOKLYN 
VOICES: A poetry, prose, 
and spoken word experi-
ence featuring 12 local art-
ists. $10. 7 pm. Hell Phone 
[247 Varet St. between 
Bogart and White streets in 
Bushwick, (917) 406–7505], 
InspiredWordNYC.com. 

COMEDY, GOOD ONE: A 
podcast about jokes and 
the people who tell them. 
$15. 7 pm. Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

THEATER, “THE JUNGLE”: 
7:30 pm. See Friday, Jan. 4. 

MUSIC, LADY MOON AND 
THE ECLIPSE: The Brook-
lyn-based multicultural 
R&B music collective per-
forms. $20. 8 pm. National 
Sawdust [80 N. Sixth St. 
at Wythe Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (646) 779–8455], 
www.nationalsawdust.org. 

THEATER, “COME BACK 
TO THE FIVE AND DIME 
JIMMY DEAN, JIMMY 
DEAN”: 8 pm. See Friday, 
Jan. 4. 

THEATER, “WEIGHTLESS”: In-
spired by Ovid’s “Metamor-
phosis,” band the Kilbanes 
presents a combination of 
rock concert and experi-
mental theater. $30. 8 pm. 
BRIC Arts Media House 
[647 Fulton St. at Rockwell 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
683–5621], www.bricarts-
media.org. 

NIGHTLIFE, “THE INFINITE 
LOVE PARTY”: An inten-
tional barefoot potluck 
dinner party, dance party, 
and sleepover presented by 
performing artist Diana Oh. 
$25–$35. 8 pm. Bushwick 
Starr (207 Starr St. between 
Irving and Wykoff avenues 
in Bushwick), www.thebush-
wickstarr.org. 

DANCE, NEVER BEFORE 
NEVER AGAIN IMPROVI-
SATION FESTIVAL: 8 pm. 
See Thursday, Jan. 10. 

MUSIC, “LETTERS TO MY FU-
TURE SELF” CD RELEASE 
PARTY!: Viola player Nick 
Revel launches his self-pro-
duced album. $20. 8:30 pm. 
Areté Venue and Gallery (67 
West Street #103, between 
Noble and Milton Streets in 
Williamsburg), www.aretev-
enue.com. 

COMEDY, HOUSE OF 
BRICKS: A rip-roaring com-
edy show hosted by Hannah 
Boone, Brandon Ream and 
Gideon Hambright. Free. 
8:30 pm. Precious Metal 
[143 Troutman St. between 
Central and Evergreen 
avenues in Bushwick, (917) 
386–3230]. 

NIGHTLIFE, LOVING THE 
ALIEN: A David Bowie 
tribute dance party. $8 
($5 in advance). 10:30 pm. 
Littlefi eld (635 Sackett St. 
between Third and Fourth 
avenues in Gowanus), www.
littlefi eldnyc.com. 

SAT, JAN. 12
ART, “ESCHER” THE EXHIBI-

TION AND EXPERIENCE: 9 
am–9 pm. See Friday, Jan. 4. 

ART, ART AND YOGA: A 
morning of yoga, medita-
tion, and art, hosted by 
Brooklyn Yoga Project. $10 
includes Museum admis-
sion. 9:30 am. Brooklyn 
Museum [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000], www.brooklyn-
museum.org. 

THEATER, “THE JUNGLE”: 
2 pm, 7:30 pm. See Friday, 
Jan. 4. 

TALK, CITY OF THE FUTURE: 
A panel discussion of how 
cities can become more liv-
able, more sustainable, and 
more beautiful. A live taping 
of the podcast. $8. 2:30 pm. 
Camp David (237 36th St. 
Suite 112, between Second 
and Third avenues in Sunset 
Park), www.cityfarmpre-
sents.com/bkpodfest. 

ART, LET’S TRY LISTENING 
AGAIN: 6 pm. See Wednes-
day, Jan. 9. 

DANCE, NEVER BEFORE 
NEVER AGAIN IMPROVI-
SATION FESTIVAL: 6 and 8 
pm. See Thursday, Jan. 10. 

THEATER, “WEIGHTLESS”: 7 
pm and 10 pm. See Friday, 
Jan. 11. 

COMEDY, FORTUNE FEIM-
STER: The television star 
performs a night of stand-
up. $20. 7 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

80S AND 90S DANCE FIT-
NESS CLASS: New Year, 
New You! Come get your 
sweat on in this ’80s and 
’90s-themed fi tness class. 
$10. 7 pm. Actors Fund Arts 
Center (160 Schermerhorn 
St. between Hoyt and Smith 
Streets in Downtown), www.
smithstreetstage.org. 

NIGHTLIFE, “THE INFINITE 
LOVE PARTY”: 8 pm. See 
Friday, Jan. 11.

LIST YOUR EVENT…
To list your event in Nine Days In Brooklyn, please give us two 
weeks notice or more. Send your listing by e-mail: calendar@
schnepsmedia.com, or submit the information online at www.
brooklynpaper.com/events/submit. We are no longer accept-
ing submissions by mail. Listings are free and printed on a 
space available basis. We regret we cannot take listings over 
the phone.

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 8
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DreamJobsNYC.com

Try Real-Time Job MatchingTM 
& Get Hired Fast

EMPLOYERS: To Place an Ad 
Call 718 260 2555

With A Job That’s 
Right For You!

START 
YOUR 
CAREER
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DIREC

ADMIS IONS

Apply for Spring 2019: www.citytech.cuny.edu/directadmissions

# 7 in the nation for moving low-income students 
to middle class and beyond —chronicle.com 

EXCELSIOR SCHOLARSHIP 

YOU MAY BE ABLE TO ATTEND  
CITY TECH TUITION-FREE!

57 degree programs, both bachelor’s and associate, leading to careers in tomorrow’s  
economy. IT, healthcare, engineering technology including mechatronics, fashion, market-
ing, entertainment and emerging media, construction and architecture and much more.


