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Metropolitan Transportation Authority officials formally cancelled 
the long-promised L-pocalypse on Jan. 17.

Get tickets to Brooklyn’s ‘Best’ fest at BESTOFBROOKLYNFESTIVAL.COM

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

State transportation leaders offi-
cially cancelled the L-train closure, 
stating Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority board members do not have 
to approve the new subway-repair 
plan Gov. Cuomo abruptly  revealed  
on Jan. 3, despite his previous claims 
the panel would need to sign off on 
the scheme.

Now, the Author-
ity is moving full 
steam ahead with its 
new plan, which no 
longer requires the 
two Brooklyn–Man-
hattan tunnels inside 
the line’s superstorm 
Sandy–ravaged Canar-
sie Tube to close for 
the duration of the 
job. Instead, work-
ers will spend nights 
and weekends repair-
ing one tunnel at a time, leaving the 
other free for L trains to travel their 
entire route.

“The total shutdown will not be nec-
essary,” Authority leaders said in a 
Jan. 17 statement. “We do anticipate 
a shutdown of one tube on nights and 
weekends, however service between 
Manhattan and Brooklyn would be 
scheduled 24-seven.”

The formal cancellation of the so-
called L-pocalypse, which was set to 
start on  April 27 , came roughly two 
weeks after Cuomo called for pulling 
the plug on the previous repair plan 
his Administration spent more than 
two years putting together since an-
nouncing it  back in 2016 .

And the announcement came days 
after the city’s transit chief — who sits 
on the Authority’s 18-person board — 
doubted Cuomo’s claim that she and 
fellow panel members must approve 
the new scheme.

“Is the decision made or do we have 
any actual role here?” asked city De-
partment of Transportation Commis-
sioner Polly Trottenberg during an 
emergency meeting of the Authori-
ty’s board on Jan. 15. “I’m not hear-
ing that we do quite frankly.”

The new scheme, which Cuomo re-
vealed after touring the L’s Canarsie 
Tube with engineering experts from 

Cornell and Columbia universities in 
December, calls for work never before 
done in the United States, according 
to the governor. It is still expected to 
kick off in April and should take 15 
to 20 months to complete, according 
to officials, who have yet to provide 
a more specific start date.

But renovations made to the Tube un-
der the new proposal — which calls for 

installing brand new 
electrical cables along 
the sides of the two 
tunnels instead of re-
moving and rebuild-
ing the so-called 
bench walls that now 
enclose storm-dam-
aged cables — may 
only hold up for half 
of the 75–100 years 
that officials expected 
work done under the 
previous plan to last, 
according to another 

Authority board member.
“Saying to the MTA that this is go-

ing to last decades doesn’t really mean 
very much,” said Susan Metzger. “Forty 
years is just not as long as I would 
like to think.”

And the new plan also presents 
unique safety concerns, according 
to Trottenberg, who noted commut-
ers now face a higher risk of exposure 
to a dangerous chemical called silica 
— which fills the air when cement is 
broken apart — than they would if the 
Tube is shuttered entirely.

“What if, one morning, the silica 
dust isn’t where it needs to be?” she 
said. “Silica is obviously one of the big 
reasons they gave for wanting to shut 
down the tunnel entirely.”

The head of the engineering firm 
contracted to perform the job assured 
board members that several rounds of 
air-quality testing will take place daily 
to ensure straphangers aren’t breath-
ing in harmful toxins, noting the new 
plan requires less cement destruction, 
which will reduce the amount of sil-
ica released into the air. 

“We’re reducing the amount of con-
crete that’s going to be removed. Silica 
mitigation is part of the overall plan,” 
said WSP bigwig Jerry Jannetti. “A third 
party that doesn’t have an axe to grind 
can evaluate the air quality.”

MTA formally cancels shutdown, 
pushes forward with new plan

It’s offi cia
dd

L

P
ho

to
 b

y 
St

ef
an

o 
G

io
va

nn
in

i

AN OPEN AND SHUT CASE
Brooklyn might be spared the L-pocalypse, but the federal shutdown causes fresh woes

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

High-school graduates enrolled in a 
local do-good group’s technical-educa-
tion program geared to land them con-
struction jobs cannot begin their classes 
until President Trump decides to reopen 
the government and end its longest shut-
down in American history.

Many of the young job seekers with 
traditional diplomas or GEDs hail from 
low-income communities and public-
housing complexes, and counted on the 
free program to help them secure qual-
ity jobs that will allow them to provide 
for their families, according to a leader 
of the Gowanus-based organization that 
receives funding from the federal De-
partment of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment to run the seminar.

“The shutdown significantly impacts 
them and their plans,” said Sarah Des-
mond, the interim executive director 
of  Rebuilding Together , which reha-
bilitates dilapidated properties on the 
brink of disrepair. “These students go 
onto actual real careers, earning money, 

Shutdown forces group to cancel job-training program for locals 

Cancelled dreams in Gowanus

Participants in Rebuilding Together’s job-training program must now 
delay the classes geared to help them secure quality jobs, because 
President Trump refuses to reopen the federal government. 
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and bringing it back to their commu-
nities and families.”

The students were supposed to start 
classes on Jan. 15, but the closure — 

which by press time on Wednesday re-
mained closed after a record 33 days, 
with no end in sight — forced the do-
gooders to cancel the six-week pro-

gram until the federal housing agency 
is fully back up and running.

The agency funds the training 
through a grant that normally allows 
Rebuilding Together to host six of the 
programs a year, according to Desmond, 
who said that in 2018 the group trained 
125 students — about 80 percent of 
which were Brooklynites, with more 
than half hailing from Coney Island.

And as long as the Commander-in-
Chief refuses to budge on erecting his 
beloved wall at the United States–Mex-
ico border, funding for the current class, 
and all subsequent seminars, remains 
in limbo — leaving the locals eager to 
enter the construction workforce with-
out a way to get the training they need 
to do so, Desmond said.

“All approvals for any classes have 
been put on hold for this,” she said. “As 
of right now we can’t go forward, be-
cause our funding is on hold.”

But when the government reopens, 
those who expected to start their train-
ing this month will be prioritized for the 
next session, according to Desmond.

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

The Feds’ slow-going cleanse of the 
toxic Gowanus Canal is now stuck in 
the muck yet again thanks to the lon-
gest government shutdown in Ameri-
can history.

Environmental Protection Agency 
leaders gained momentum in their years-
in-the-making scrub last November, 
when they finally wrapped a program 
to remove some of the toxic “black may-
onnaise” from a portion of the canal’s 
floor, and seal the bottom to prevent 
more chemicals from seeping in.

That job — which finished six months 
after its April 2018 deadline —  left a por-
tion of Brooklyn’s Nautical Purgatory 
cleaner than it has been in more than a 
century , the Agency’s project manager 
Christos Tsiamis said at the time.

But now, Tsiamis and the rest of his 
crew are off the clock and without a pay-
check thanks to President Trump’s re-
fusal to reopen the federal government, 
which by press time on Wednesday re-
mained closed after a record 33 days, 
with no end in sight.

Canal stuck in purgatory! 
Fate of scrub in limbo with EPA off job amid shutdown

Federal workers overseeing the 
cleanse of the Gowanus Canal 
are now off the job and not col-
lecting paychecks — and will be 
until President Trump decides to 
reopen the government and end 
its longest shutdown in history.
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The Feds can’t get back to work in the 
canal until the Commander-in-Chief de-
cides to put the American people above 
his beloved wall at the United States–
Mexico border, according to the head 
of the local Gowanus Community Ad-
visory Group, who said the shutdown 
left his organization rudderless, too, be-
cause it operates under a contract with 
the federal environmental agency.

“It’s not a good situation for any-
body, it’s ridiculous,” said Doug Sarno. 
“There’s no one working on the EPA side, 
they are just not allowed to. I can’t work 
while the government is shutdown.”

And due to Trump and Congress fail-
ing to reach an agreement to reopen 
the government, neither Sarno nor 
anyone from the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency could attend the Advi-
sory Group’s Jan. 22 meeting, where 

leaders of the city’s Department of En-
vironmental Protection presented de-
signs for a controversial tunnel to col-
lect storm-water runoff that they recently 
proposed building instead of two long 
in-the-works sewage tanks.

“No one will be at the meeting un-
less the government opens up,” Sarno 
told this newspaper. 

But the Superfund site’s clean-up, 
which kicked off back in 2016, hasn’t 
entirely ground to a halt — yet.

The canal’s two biggest polluters re-
sponsible for funding the cleanse — the 
city and utility company National Grid 
— are still doing their part to move it 
forward. But if the government does 
not reopen, those parties will eventu-
ally hit a proverbial wall the next time 
they seek federal approval for their work, 
Sarno said.

“They are doing all they can but at 
some point EPA has to review, and come 
into the process,” he said.

A rep for the environmental agency 
did not respond to an e-mailed request 
for comment, instead sending an au-
tomatic reply citing the shutdown for 
his absence. 

“Out of the office for the duration of 
the government shutdown,” read the e-
mail from Elias Rodriguez. “Messages 
will not be checked. We will address your 
message when the office reopens.”

Reps for National Grid and the city 
said both parties are currently continu-
ing their work on the cleanse.

RIVER OF TEARS

Cleaning the
Gowanus

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Dozens of federal employees still 
out of work and pay due to the lon-
gest government shutdown in Ameri-
can history swung by the Barclays Cen-
ter on Tuesday to pick up free food 
and toiletries doled out by a city do-
good group.

Standing in line to collect the com-
plimentary care packages handed out 
by the Food Bank for New York City 
humbled one of the furloughed Feds, 
who said it was her first time accept-
ing charity.

“It feels really bad,” said Kuwanna 
Warthen, a Canarsie resident employed 
as a legal assistant with the U.S. Attor-
ney’s Office. “It makes you think about 
the country and the direction it’s going 
in. It shouldn’t have to come to this.”

Volunteers at the three-hour give-
away, which Food Bank leaders hosted in 

partnership with operators of the Pros-
pect Heights arena, handed out items 
including dried food, milk, meat, veg-
etables, and toiletries to more than 200 
people — some of whom came with 
kids in tow.

Many folks who showed up work for 
the Transportation Security Adminis-
tration, and some federal workers fac-
ing the prospect of missing a second 
paycheck come Friday said they called 
in sick so they wouldn’t miss out on 
the gratis grub.

The do-good group organized the 
event in response to an increase in fed-
eral workers walking into its pantries 
across the city, and in calls to the group 
about its assistance programs, as the 
shutdown continued, according to a 
Food Bank volunteer.

“We’ve seen a large number of calls,” 
said Zanita Tisdale.

And the Food Bank will continue 

Feed the furloughed
Do-gooders dole out free meals at 
Barclays to some out-of-work Feds

to stage such giveaways, Tisdale said, 
as long as President Trump refuses to 
budge on erecting his beloved wall at 
the United States–Mexico border and 

reopen the government — which by 
press time on Wednesday remained 
closed after a record 33 days with no 
end in sight.

Transportation Security Administration agent Michael Maxwell picked 
up free food and toiletries at the Barclays Center giveaway.
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By Bill Roundy
Brooklyn Paper

Call it a non-work perk!
The Brooklyn Academy of Mu-

sic’s movie theater is offering a free 
workday pass to federal employees 
who find themselves at loose ends 
while the government is in stasis. 

Staffers at the Fort Greene arts in-
stitution hope the free films will give 
the workers a temporary diversion 
from the uncertainty that they face 
while waiting for Washington offi-
cials to agree on a budget, said the 
man behind the offer. 

But wait... free movies?

See FILMS  on page 8
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At Success Academy,  
birds take education  
to new heights.

When our scholars study birds, their lessons migrate to the 

park, where they apply classroom studies to a real-world 

setting. This is just one of the many project-based aspects of 

our curriculum designed to teach scholars how to understand 

a subject from every angle.

What heights will your child reach? 
 
Apply now at SuccessAcademies.org/2019

Start stronger.
Go further.
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customers in the following states: CT, DC, DE, FL, GA, MD, NJ, NY, SC and VA. In order to earn the Special Interest Rate of 2.08% (Special Rate), you must deposit $25,000 in new money (from sources outside of Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., or its affiliates) to the enrolled 
savings account and maintain a minimum daily account balance of $25,000 throughout the term of this offer. The corresponding Annual Percentage Yield (APY) for this offer is 2.10%. The Special Rate will be applied to the enrolled savings account for a period of 
12 months, starting on the date the account is enrolled in the offer. However, for any day during that 12 month period that the daily account balance is less than the $25,000 minimum, the Special Rate will not apply and the interest rate will revert to the standard 
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is based on term: For terms less than 12 months (365 days), interest may be paid monthly, quarterly, semi-annually, or at maturity (the end of the term). For terms of 12 months or more, interest may be paid monthly, quarterly, semi-annually, or annually. A fee for 
early withdrawal will be imposed and could reduce earnings on this account. Special Rates are applicable to the initial term of the CD only. At maturity, the Special Rate CD will automatically renew for a term of 6 months, at the interest rate and APY in effect for CDs 
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to take advantage of another consumer deposit offer requiring a minimum new money deposit, you will be required to do so with another new money deposit as stated in the offer requirements and qualifications. Offer cannot be reproduced, purchased, sold, 
transferred, or traded. 3. The Portfolio by Wells Fargo program has a $30 monthly service fee, which can be avoided when you have one of the following qualifying balances: $25,000 or more in qualifying linked bank deposit accounts (checking, savings, CDs, 
FDIC-insured IRAs) or $50,000 or more in any combination of qualifying linked banking, brokerage (available through Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC) and credit balances (including 10% of mortgage balances, certain mortgages not eligible). If the Portfolio by Wells Fargo 
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© 2019 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. 
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Give your money a raise
Make your money work harder by earning higher interest rates.  
Talk to a banker for more details. Offer expires March 22, 2019. 

Fixed Rate CD

Guaranteed fixed rate with new money deposits of at least 
$25,000 for an 11-month term.

2.60%
Annual Percentage Yield for 11 months2

Platinum Savings Account

Enjoy a special interest rate for 12 months with new money 
deposits of at least $25,000 and a minimum daily account 
balance of $25,000 or more.

2.10%
Annual Percentage Yield for 12 months1

for our city, but we know that may not be true
because what we’ve seen and heard about in
Seattle. This project will bring in outsiders who
could drive up the rents and push out the people
that this deal is supposed to benefit.”

Greg LeRoy, Executive Director of Good Jobs
First: “Since creating its tax-break office in 2012,
Amazon has been getting about 20 subsidy
packages a year – more than $1.6 billion even
before HQ2. And like Walmart, we now know that
their deals often include hidden taxpayer costs.”

Seattle City Councilmember Lisa Herbold:
“We need a compact that creates new corporate
responsibility. Councilmember Mosqueda and I are
here because we believe that cities need to stop
competing and lay down joint conditions in
negotiating. Your efforts here could represent a
turning point for negotiating development that is
inclusive and accountable.”

Seattle City Councilmember Teresa
Mosqueda: “Over 1,000 people a month are
moving to Seattle, which doesn’t prevent the city’s
economic inequality between rich and poor from
exploding.” 

Lazar Treschan, of the Community Service
Society: “Without investment in our schools and
universities to create a tech talent pipeline,
subsidizing jobs that real New Yorkers won’t get
doesn’t make a lot of sense. We should be
subsidizing universal high school internships and
our higher education instead, so New Yorkers can
compete for the jobs that these development
projects are bringing into our communities.” 

Amazon’s business model is
based upon feasting on public
subsidies and paying little
or no income taxes while
mistreating and
dehumanizing its
workers. This is not what
New York needs.  

In January, the RWDSU and four community
organizations – Alliance for a Greater New York
(ALIGN), Make the Road New York (MRNY),

New York Communities for Change (NYCC), and
Local Progress – conducted a briefing in the
RWDSU’s New York City office to discuss our
recently released report “What’s Wrong With
Amazon.” Elected officials from Seattle and New
York and economic experts discussed Amazon’s
effect on communities, and what New Yorkers may
expect from Amazon coming to Queens to build its
new HQ, with the benefit of $3 billion in public
subsidies. 

The picture they painted was one of a trillion-
dollar company that may take a lot more from
communities than it gives back.

NYC City Council Speaker Corey Johnson:
“Our city and state got played by Amazon. We
need to stand for worker justice and transparency
in NYC, and the people in our communities, not
trillion-dollar companies.”

NYC Comptroller Scott Stringer: “The size of
these tax benefits is unprecedented and shines a
light on the problems with two outdated programs
that were meant to attract new business to invest in
struggling communities outside of Manhattan.
Long-time residents of Long Island City, who made
the neighborhood appealing for companies like
Amazon in the first place, now stand to see huge
rent increases. We need to examine these
programs that are giving away over a billion dollars
in public money, and work with Albany to reform
REAP and ICAP to ensure a deal like this never
happens again.”

NY State Senate Deputy Leader Mike
Gianaris: “We are creating 90,000 jobs a year in
New York City without giving billions to Amazon,
and it’s estimated this deal will just add about 2
percent to that total. Three billion dollars could be
much better invested in our many infrastructure
needs instead of subsidizing the richest
corporation on Earth”

NYC City Councilmember Jimmy Van Bramer:
“Amazon says this project will be a pipeline of jobs

Our Perspective

The Experts Tell Us What’s
Wrong with the Amazon Deal
By Stuart Appelbaum, President 
Retail, Wholesale and Department Store Union, UFCW

www.rwdsu.org

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

It’s a Dumbo development 
double whammy!

The developers building 
two luxury towers on a va-
cant Jay Street lot they bought 
years ago from the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses revealed new ren-
derings and a website for the 
high-rises, whose one-to-four-
bedroom condos are expected 
to hit the market later this year, 
according to a rep.

Builders Cim Group and 
Livwrk’s towers at 85 Jay St. 
— which the firms christened 
Front and York after two of the 
streets surrounding the city-
block-sized site — will rise on 
land the  religious group  sold 
off for $345 million in 2016, 
and previously used as a park-
ing lot for its members.

The two proposed 21-story 
 high-rises  are going up as 
of right, because Witnesses 
leaders in 2004 got the city 
to rezone the site for hous-
ing, despite never building 
residences there.

Together, the towers de-
signed by Manhattan–based 
architect Morris Adjmi will in-
clude 408 condos and an ad-
ditional 320 rental units, ac-
cording to the rep, and each 

Ready to grow in Dumbo
Designs revealed for towers going up on parking lot

Developers Cim Group and Livwrk released new renderings of their two 21-sto-
ry towers rising in Dumbo, which they dubbed Front and York.
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will boast its own lobby and 
swimming pool, with addi-
tional spaces dedicated to re-
tail and a community facil-
ity, plans filed with the city 
 in 2017  show.

Cim Group and Livwrk 
leaders initially purchased 
the site in a real-estate part-
nership that also included 
the family firm of President 

Trump’s son-in-law and senior 
adviser Jared Kushner, scoop-
ing it up months after the trio 
 shelled out an additional $340 
million  for the Witnesses old 
Watchtower building in nearby 
Brooklyn Heights.

Kushner held on to his per-
sonal stakes in the Jay St. proj-
ect — and the redevelopment 
of the old Watchtower site into 

an office-and-commercial 
complex dubbed  Panorama  
— long after he stepped down 
as the chief executive of his 
family’s Kushner Companies 
when his father-in-law took 
the oath of office in January 
2017,  but ultimately sold them 
to Cim Group last June , leav-
ing it and Livwrk as the prop-
erties’ lone developers.

Brooklyn Paper

Family, friends, and colleagues of the 
late Kings County Justice William Thomp-
son gathered at Borough Hall on Jan. 17 to 
remember the trailblazing civil servant.

Local luminaries packed the courtroom 
inside the People’s House for the memo-
rial to Thompson, whose career in public 
service included the distinctions of serv-
ing as Brooklyn’s first black state senator, 
Kings County’s first black administrative 
judge, and the first black New York State 
Supreme Court justice.

Thompson’s son, former New York City 
Comptroller Bill Thompson, Jr., presided 
over the celebration, speaking before the 
crowd and introducing fellow speakers, 
who included Borough President Adams, 
and District Attorney Eric Gonzalez.

The judge, who died last December 
at 94-years-old, was born in Manhattan, 
but moved to Kings County as a teen, 
and lived here until his death. He gradu-
ated from Brooklyn College and Brook-
lyn Law School, and later served as a ser-
geant with the “Buffalo Soldiers” of the 
United States Army’s 92nd Infantry Di-
vision during World War II, before begin-
ning his decades as a civil servant.

Voters elected Thompson to the New 
York State Senate in 1965, where he served 
until 1968, before beginning a stint as a 
Brooklyn councilman in 1969. And less 
than 10 years later after voters sent Thomp-
son to the Senate, they elected him to the 
state Supreme Court bench in 1974, kick-
ing off his judicial career that continued 
until his retirement in 2000.

Farewell to a judge

From left, former Mayor David 
Dinkins, Judge Sylvia Ash, and 
former Rep. Charles Rangel at-
tended the memorial service.
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*Based on A Consumer’s Guide to Medicaid and Child Health Plus Managed Care Plans in New York City 2018.
Based on ratings of health plans that service NYC.   •  MKT 18.232a

���������
See stars at metroplus.org/stars

The Highest 
Rated Health 
Plan In NYC*

THE ONLY 
5-STAR RATING
FOR ADULT, 
Adolescent & 
Child Care

OPEN ENROLLMENT ENDS JANUARY 31

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Rough runner
Some ruffian punched a 

woman and stole her phone 
on Smith Street on Jan. 14, 
police said.

The victim told police the 
snake knocked her in the head 
near Wyckoff Street at about 
9 pm, causing her to fall to 
the ground. The brute then 
grabbed her Samsung phone 
and ran off, according to au-
thorities. 

Ouch!
Cops cuffed a guy on Jan. 

14 for hitting a person in a 
Willoughby Street doctor’s 
office, police said.

The 43-year-old suspect 
hurled a chair at the 46-year-
old victim after the two got 
into an argument inside the 
medical facility near Law-
rence Street at about 10:30 am, 
according to cops. The chair 
hit the victim’s arm and body, 
cops said, and the suspect has 
two active warrants.

Hate crime
Police arrested a teen on 

Jan. 14 for verbally and phys-
ically assaulting a transgen-
der woman and shouting a 
racist slur at her while on 
a Bay Ridge-bound train, 
cops said.

The 20-year-old victim told 

Jerk punches woman, steals phone

police the sleazebag punched 
her in the lip while on the train 
near Jay Street–MetroTech at 
about 9:15 pm and shouted 
“You’re not a woman, you’re a  
man,” and called her a “n-----
,” according to authorities. 

Knife attack 
A villain stabbed a guy 

while he was walking home 
on Pacific Street on Jan. 18, 
police said. 

The bruiser told cops he 
was heading home near Smith 
Street at about 10:30 pm when 
the savage said “I heard you’re 
going to shoot me,” and tried 
to stab him in the chest with 
a knife, but ended up just 
slightly cutting and bruis-
ing him. 

The goon then stabbed the 
victim in his cheek, causing 
a one-inch cut that required 
stitches, according to author-
ities. The tough fled and the 
victim walked to a hospital in 
Cobble Hill, cops said. 

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Breakfast bandit
A crook threatened a 

Myrtle Avenue drug store 

employee with a knife on 
Jan. 19 and stole items, po-
lice said. 

The victim told police the 
scoundrel walked into the 
store near Ashland Place a lit-
tle before 10 am and grabbed 
a bottle of milk, cereal, and 
beer and tried to run out, ac-
cording to authorities. 

But when the employee 
tried to stop the lout, he bran-
dished a knife and said, “If you 
touch me, you’re a dead man,” 
officials said. The jerk fled 
in a gray car waiting for him 
at the corner of Willoughby 
Street and Ashland Place, ac-
cording to authorities. 

Caught 
Cops cuffed a guy for stab-

bing a man on Lafayette Ave-
nue on Jan. 15, police said. 

The 23-year-old suspect 
stabbed the 24-year-old victim 
with a knife in his torso near 
Fort Greene Place at about 
1:30 am, according to author-
ities. Police recovered a knife 
at the scene, cops said. 

Punch and pilfer
A goon socked a woman 

in the face on Rockwell Place 
on Jan. 15, police said.

The ruffian punched the 
36-year-old victim near 
DeKalb Avenue and de-
manded she hand over her 
cash at about 8:45 pm, ac-
cording to authorities. The 
snake fled with $100, po-
lice said. 

Bad apple
A louse stole two pricey 

phones from a Flatbush Av-
enue Apple store on Jan. 13, 
police said.

The good-for-nothing ran 
out of the high-end technol-
ogy store near Ashland Place 
with two iPhone Xs at about 
3:30 pm, according to au-
thorities. 

Cashed out 
Some weasel broke into a 

Myrtle Avenue restaurant and 
stole a wad of cash on Jan. 19, 
police said. 

The filcher pried open the 
door to the eatery near Hall 
Street at about 11:20 pm and 
ran out with the cash register 
and all the money inside it, ac-
cording to authorities. 

— Julianne Cuba

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Brutal assault
Police arrested a Depart-

ment of Education employee 
for allegedly assaulting his 
girlfriend inside her Eighth 
Avenue home in Park Slope 
on Jan. 7.

The victim, 32, told police 
her boyfriend, who works at a 
school in Manhattan, was try-
ing to look at her cellphone, 
when he cornered her in the 
bathroom of her apartment 
between 12th and 13th streets 
at 9:55 pm, before cursing at 
her, slapping the phone from 
her hand, and then elbowing 
her in the face.

Cops arrested the suspect 
that night, charging him with 
misdemeanor assault, accord-
ing to police.

City education officials 
immediately suspended the 
suspect without pay upon re-
ceiving notice of the allega-
tions, according to spokes-
man Doug Cohen. 

The victim suffered bruis-
ing and swelling as a result of 
the attack, cops said.

Have a glass!
Cops cuffed a 34-year-old 

woman for allegedly break-
ing a glass cup over a man’s 
head inside a Fifth Avenue 
diner on Jan. 10.

The victim told police the 
woman attacked him inside 
the eatery between Union and 
President streets at 9:10 pm, 
when the suspect broke the 
cup over his head and then 
slashed him with a piece of 
glass.

Police arrested the suspect 
on a felony assault charge that 
day, cops said.

Paramedics rushed the 
victim to Methodist Hospi-
tal, where he was treated for 
multiple lacerations, accord-
ing to police.

Hit and run
Some jerk rear-ended a 

woman’s car parked on Flat-
bush Avenue on Jan. 5, before 
fleeing the scene.

The victim told police she 
left her 2005 Infiniti  between 
St. Marks Avenue and Pros-
pect Place at 8 pm, and re-
turned the next morning to 
find the rear end of her car 
crumpled.

Shopping spree 
Police arrested a 47-year-

old man for allegedly steal-
ing an estimated $600 worth 
of merchandise from a Flat-
bush Avenue chain store on 
Jan. 7.

An employee told police he 
spotted the suspect attempting 
to slink past the register with a 
small fortune’s worth of stuff 
from the store near Atlantic 
Avenue at 10:30 pm.

Cops cuffed the man that 
day on petty larceny charges, 

according to police.

72ND PRECINCT 
Sunset Park–

Windsor Terrace

Deaf blow
Cops are hunting for the 

three goons who beat and 
robbed a hearing-impaired man 
on 62nd Street on Jan. 13.

The victim told police the 
crooks jumped him near Sev-
enth Avenue at 9:30 pm, one 
of them grabbing him in a 
chokehold, while his buddies 
grabbed $190 from his pock-
ets, before leaping into a wait-
ing car and peeling off.

The victim’s hearing aid 
fell from his ear at some 
point during the assault, and 
he wasn’t able to recover it, 
cops said.

Lucky break
Gunmen robbed two 

women doped up on ket-
amine at a 58th Street gam-
bling den on Jan. 14.

The victims told police they 
were both on the drug at the 
illegal house of chance near 
Seventh Avenue at 12:55 am, 
when the pair of gun-toting 
bandits burst into a back room 
demanding cash.

The crooks nabbed $280, 
along with an iPhone 7, a Gal-
axy Samsung 3, and a Can-
ada Goose jacket, before hop-
ping into a white car parked 
outside and speeding off, ac-
cording to police

The victims, who police 
described as “highly uncoop-
erative,” were unable to pro-
vide a good description of the 
robbers, cops said.

Nice kicks!
Three crooks nabbed shoes 

and a cellphone off a man in-
side a Fourth Avenue apart-
ment building on Jan. 20.

The victim told police he 
went to meet one of the thieves 
inside the building between 
63rd and 64th streets at 9:35 
pm, when the scoundrel and 
his two buddies held him at 
knifepoint, before grabbing 
his stuff.

Run down
Cops arrested two men for 

allegedly beating and robbing 
a 31-year-old man on Sixth 
Avenue on Jan. 20.

The victim told police one 
of the suspects cold-cocked 
him on 53rd Street at 12:20 
am, before grabbing his hat 
and headphones, and taking 
off down Sixth Avenue.

The man gave chase, fol-
lowing them into a nearby 
building and cornering them 
in an apartment, where police 
found and arrested them on a 
felony robbery charge.

  — Colin Mixson

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Young target
A crook stole a young-

ster’s iPhone 7 from her 
jacket pocket on Bond Street 
on Jan. 20. 

The theft occurred while 
the tyke was playing at the site 
near Douglass Street around 
1:30 pm, when she took off her 
jacket and left it on a bench 
to play, police said. 

Go to detention 
A nogoodnik stole a laptop 

from a Hoyt Street school at 
some point between Dec. 20 
and Jan. 1, someone reported 
to police on Jan. 14. 

The sneak took the com-
puter from the school be-
tween Union and President 
streets.

License lout
A thief stole a license plate 

from a car parked on Bush 
Street on Jan. 14. 

The incident occurred at 
the parking spot between 
Clinton and Henry streets 
shortly after 10 am, police 
said. 

 — Julianne McShane
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Day Pass

AviatorSports.com/public-ice-skating
(718) 758-7500    @aviatorsports

Skating Sessions 7 Days a Week!

By Kevin Duggan
Brooklyn Paper

Jesse was 18-years-old 
when he first overdosed on 
heroin at a friend’s apart-
ment.

“I remember waking up 
with paramedics around me. 
I remember my throw-up on 
his glass table, and his mom 
screaming, wondering what 
was going on. For some rea-
son, I was not scared. I didn’t 
think I had died, I thought it 
was just part of the high,” said 
the now 23-year-old, who re-
quested his last name be with-
held so he could speak freely 
about his addiction.

Jesse found out later that 
paramedics who rushed to the 
scene gave him the life-sav-
ing narcotic Narcan, a brand 
of Naloxone, which is usually 
administered as a nasal spray 
and quickly counteracts opi-
oid overdoses.

It was the first time he had 
ever taken heroin, a highly ad-
dictive opioid, but not his first 
experience with the class of 
drug abused by so many people 
that the federal government in 
2017 declared the issue a pub-
lic-health emergency.

Three years earlier, at 
15-years-old, Jesse got hooked 
on the prescription painkiller 
Oxycontin, another opioid.

His near-death experience 
didn’t keep him off heroin for 
long, however, and he returned 
to chasing the high, he said.

“That same night, I ended 
up doing heroin again, within 
maybe an hour of getting Nar-
canned,” Jesse said. “This is 
something that felt right to me 
and took me to a place that I 
never wanted to leave.”

The young man — who is 
now off opioids and more than 
two years into an addiction-re-
covery program — turned to 
drugs in his early teens, after 
he, his mother, and his sister 
moved to Sheepshead Bay to 
escape his abusive father, he 
said. Following his family’s 
move, Jesse fell in with what 
he called the wrong crowd, 
whose many older members 
introduced him to marijuana, 
booze, and Xanax, he said.

But he didn’t think twice 

My addiction story
Recovering heroin addict relives years lost to the drug

of the company he kept at the 
time, assuming his new group’s 
live-fast lifestyle was just a part 
of being a teenager.

“At 13, for some reason I 
thought it was normal to be 
going out every weekend, 
not going to school, getting 
high on a daily basis. It was 
fun for me and it was some-
thing I thought was normal and 
seemed right,” he said.

Two years later, his friends 
introduced him to another 
group of people who got him 
into prescription opioids — 
and sent his already tumultu-
ous life careening off track.

“That’s when my whole 
world collapsed. I stopped go-
ing to school and dropped out. 
I started finding more ways to 
get the drugs I wanted. It was 
an adventure, it wasn’t even an 
addiction, it was something I 
was constantly chasing, I was 
constantly chasing the same 
thing that I got the first time, 
and I never seemed to get it,” 
he said.

Jesse’s spiral continued un-
til he got busted on a couple of 
burglary charges and landed 
in jail, where he met the fel-

low addict who introduced him 
to heroin — whose house he 
would later almost die in on 
his first overdose.

Stories like his have become 
all too familiar in the borough 
— and across New York City 
— over the last decade.

In 2017, 1,487 city residents 
died from unintentional drug 
overdoses — 62 more than in 
2016, marking the seventh year 
in a row that deaths increased 
citywide, according to the De-
partment of Health’s most re-
cent annual  statistics .

More than eight out of every 
10 of those deaths involved an 
opioid, with the synthetic phar-
maceutical opioid Fentanyl — 
which the agency says is 50 to 
100 times stronger than mor-
phine, and often mixed with 
other drugs such as cocaine — 
accounting for 842 overdose 
deaths that year, followed by 
heroin and cocaine, the data 
shows.

Some 359 of those who 
died by overdoses were from 
Brooklyn, which counted the 
second-highest number of such 
deaths in 2017, with only the 
Bronx home to more.

Following his burglary bust, 
Jesse faced more time in jail 
because drug tests he took on 
visits with his parole officer 
kept coming back positive. But 
his lawyer offered him a way 
out, he said, by suggesting he 
enter rehab.

“He said, ‘Listen, you’re 
facing a lot of time in jail, but 
knowing that you keep coming 
up dirty at your probation of-
ficer, you obviously need help 
and guidance, you need an op-
portunity,’ ” Jesse said.

The attorney advised his 
client to enroll in a rehab pro-
gram with Dynamic Youth 
Community, which helps 16- 
to 25-year-olds recover from 
alcohol and substance addic-
tion through group and family 
therapy, counseling, and voca-
tional and educational train-
ing at facilities in Sheepshead 
Bay and upstate.

He followed his time up-
state with three local six-
month outpatient-aftercare 
programs — the first of 
which required him to visit 
Dynamic Youth Communi-
ty’s Sheepshead Bay center 
on Coney Island Avenue five 
days a week, with the second 
requiring thrice-weekly vis-
its, and the third, which he is 
currently finishing up, requir-
ing once-weekly visits.

During his time in rehab, 
Jesse attended counseling ses-
sions with his peers and his 
family, while helping out with 
jobs at both the local and up-
state centers, where he also 
spent time studying to get his 
General Education Develop-
ment diploma.

He now works a full-time 
job while finishing up the last 
of his six-month outpatient 
programs with Dynamic 
Youth Community.

And he plans to go to col-
lege after completing rehab, 
with the goal of becoming a 
teacher.

If you or someone you 
know suffers from opioid 
addiction, contact the 
Department of Health by 
phone at (888) NYC–WELL, 
via text by messaging WELL 
to 65173, or online at  ny-
cwell.cityofnewyork.us .

Jesse first overdosed on heroin when he was 18, and 
said he took the highly addictive drug again that 
same night. He has since recovered from his addic-
tion through a two-and-a-half year rehab program.
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new this 
summer.

Catch up, 
get ahead,
or try something

Full-Time Academy | Classes for Credit | Grades 6-12 | Tutoring | Test Prep

Fusion Academy Brooklyn
FusionBrooklyn.com
718.522.3286

Successful learners share 
a set of traits, and these can be 
taught and improved in any 
learner. Fusion Academy Brook-
lyn brings students the oppor-
tunity to learn about how they 
learn and how to enhance it. In 
partnership with COGx, a re-
search and development fi rm in 
applied cognitive science, we of-
fer programs that are individu-
alized according to specifi c goals 
for each learner. These programs 
improve cognitive skills while 
explicitly teaching scientifi c 
principles of learning. The out-
come is a confi dent and capable 
learner.

Fusion Academy Brooklyn 
is a revolutionary community 
of learning where positive rela-
tionships unlock academic po-
tential. Classes are one-to-one: 
one student and one teacher per 

classroom. This allows us to per-
sonalize and customize curricu-
lum for each student’s unique 
strengths, interests, and learn-
ing style. Our supportive staff 
and campus environment pro-
vide a safe space for students to 
fl ourish emotionally, socially, 
and academically.

The campus includes a state-
of-the-art recording studio and 
mixed-media art studio for stu-
dents to express their creativity. 
Our Homework Café® is where 
students complete their home-
work before they leave for the 
day with supervision and help 
from a teacher. Classes are of-
fered at three levels: essential, 

college prep, and honors.
From algebra to yoga and 

everything in between, we have 
over 250 classes to choose from. 
Students can enroll full-time, 
take classes for credit, or utilize 
our tutoring services.

Thinking about summer 
school? Fusion’s summer options 
give you the chance to build a 
summer school around your in-
terests. Take a class for credit, 
or just for fun. Try one of our 
unique programs like COGx, or 
stick with the basics.

Could Fusion be right for 
your child? Connect with our 
Director of Admissions and Out-
reach, Randall Klein, by calling 
our campus at 718.522.3286 or 
by visiting our website Fusion-
Brooklyn.com to start a conver-
sation and learn more about our 
programs.

Expand your child’s ability to learn this summer!
S P O T L I G H T  O N  E D U C A T I O N

PRESENTED BY

SPONSORED BY

Plan a Summer of Fun!

NEW YORK FAMILY

Sat., Feb. 9, 2019, 12-3pm
COBBLE HILL

Brooklyn Heights Montessori School
12 Dean Street

Sat., Feb. 2, 2019, 12-3pm
TRIBECA/BATTERY PARK

Asphalt Green
212 North End Avenue

Sun., Feb. 10, 2019, 12-3pm
PARK SLOPE

Berkeley Carroll School
181 Lincoln Place

Win $500 for Camp this Summer
New York Family Media will pay the camp of your choice 

up to $500 for your child to attend a summer camp in 2019.
The camp must be an exhibitor at the Camp Fair.

You must be Preregistered and 
Attend the Camp Fair to win!

Register Today at NewYorkFamily.com/Camps

Now on
FROM THE PAGES OF BROWNSTONER.COM

Stephen Zacks
Brownstoner

This is a classic Italian-
ate Brownstone in Prospect 
Heights built around 1871 with 
bracketed window lintels and 
cornices, and original details 
on the interior like decorative 
window moldings and wain-
scoting. Located at 167 Pros-
pect Pl., it’s in the Prospect 
Heights Historic District, and 
belongs to a strip of Italianate 
row houses that the designa-
tion report provides a wealth 
of information about.

The report notes that the 
home was built at a time when 
Prospect Park was being de-
veloped and new public tran-
sit to the area anticipated the 
construction of hundreds of 
brick and stone row houses 
in Prospect Heights. 

Its high stoop allows for 
decently sized windows on 
the basement level, and Itali-
anate buildings had relatively 
tall ceilings on the first floor, 

with nearly floor-to-ceiling 
windows, which are evident 
in views of the facade.

During this period, balus-
ters were often being manu-
factured in cast-iron rather 
than being hand-wrought, al-
lowing for more affordable 
production of details like 
these generously swelling 

and beaded spindles, newel, 
and gate entrance. The arched 
and pedimented entrance 
and cornice brackets have 
the acanthus leaf motif that 
was coming back into style 
after a period of relative aus-
terity during the Civil War. 
The entrance’s sidelights and 
transom are filled with glass 

blocks, replacing double doors 
seen in others along the row. 
The designation report notes 
that the fence and gate are 
probably historic wrought-
iron features, though the gate-
posts and finials may have 
been altered.

A three-family in the 
hands of the same family 
for decades, it is configured 
as two floor-through apart-
ments over a duplex. The few 
pictures in the listing show a 
wealth of original detail, in-
cluding the original stair with 
a characteristically rounded 
newel post and, in the par-
lors and bedrooms, picture-
frame moldings, crown mold-
ings and marble mantels.

There is wall-to-wall carpet 
in many of the rooms, and none 
of the three kitchens or four 
bathrooms are pictured, which 
may mean work is needed.

It’s being offered for 
$2,999,999 with current taxes 
fairly low at $646. 

Good price?

Historic Italianate in P’Heights
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Intricate molding and original fixtures pepper the 
halls of the home, originally built around 1871.
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Fixer-upper with some original details asks $2.99M
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THIS SATURDAY, JANUARY 26
INDUSTRY CITY, BROOKLYN

UNLIMITED CRAFT BEER TASTINGS

WHISKEY COCKTAIL TASTINGS

AMAZING FOOD OPTIONS

PRESENTED BY

BUY TICKETS AT BESTOFBROOKLYNFESTIVAL.COM
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Chiropractic & Holistic Care
446 Bay Ridge Pkwy, Brooklyn, NY 11209

718-921-5483

Most Insurance 
Plans Accepted
Sliding Scale Fees 
for Uninsured Patients

All Major CC
Military Discounts

Why do Mothers-to-be Rave About Chiropractic?

Take a Proactive Approach
to Your Pregnancy.

Regular chiropractic care 
during pregnancy 

helps maintain balance, 
alignment and fl exibility.

Many report less 
morning sickness. 

When the baby 
is comfortable, 

he or she can assume the
optimal birthing position.

With proper nerve supply, 
well-timed contractions 

help move the baby 
more easily through 

the birth canal.

You can relax knowing 
we use a light touch to

make our adjustments safe, 
comfortable and effective.

 

 $1,500 SAVINGS

53 lbs GONE!

ALL NATURAL

DOCTOR 
SUPERVISED

Ultimate Fat Loss System
Dr. Melinda Keller

(718) 234-6212
5911 16 Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204

myfatlossexpert.com

LOSE 20-40 POUNDS IN

GUARANTEED!
Change Your Life!

40 DAYS

HELP
I’ve fallen and I can’t get up!®

���������	
�

���������	���
with  GPS!

�������������	

®
    Get HELP fast, 24/7, 
anywhere with ���

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-800-404-9776

Saving a Life EVERY 11 MINUTES

FIND YOUR WORLD ONLINE
BROOKLYNPAPER.COM

“After getting the sense 
that this may take weeks 
or longer to get resolved, I 
asked myself, ‘Is there any-
thing BAM can do to make 
things better?’ ” said John La-
nasa, vice president of com-
munications. “A free ticket to 
a film at BAM won’t pay the 
rent or cover child care but if 
we can provide them with a 
two-hour respite, we’ve done 
our job.”

Any worker who is cur-
rently on furlough just needs 
to show a federal employee ID 
at the box office to get a free 
ticket. The offer applies to the 
day’s first screening (usually 
between 4 pm and 5 pm) of 
any of the four films playing 
at the BAM Rose Cinema, on 
Mondays through Thursdays 
while the shutdown lasts. 

Furloughed Feds might 
relate to the political ma-
neuvering of the Victorian 
court in “The Favourite,” or 
check out the Washington in-
trigue of “Vice,” about former 
vice president and supervil-
lain Dick Cheney. Other of-
ferings this week include the 
drama “If Beale Street Could 
Talk” and the Polish-language 
love story “Cold War.”

The shutdown has left 
about 800,000 federal em-
ployees either off work, or 
working without pay. As of 
press time on Wednesday, the 
government remained closed 
for a record 33 days, with 

no end in sight.
Feds get free movies 

at BAM Rose Cinema [30 
Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636–4100, www.bam.org]. 
Mon–Thu during the shut-
down. Free.

Continued from page 1

FILMS...

I 
watched as strange hands 
played a rhythmic beat on 
Peruvian Cajóns, while 

two other sets of unfamiliar 
fingers plucked chords on gui-
tars. A fourth person blew a 
trumpet loud and proud, as a 
fifth on the viola lent a con-
soling, swaying caress to the 
beautiful music playing in my 
living room.

The musicians were all 
strangers in my home, out-
siders whom I’d welcomed 
in, along with some friends, 
for a celebration of the free-
dom that can be found in mu-
sic. But this was far from the 
performers’ first time playing 
together, because the ensem-

Jamming time with prison musicians
ble had jammed many times 
before — in prison.

I’d invited my talented 
guests — who ate with gusto 
my spread of fresh pesto, tur-
key-and-Gruyere wraps, hum-
mus and handmade pita chips, 
and mushroom caps stuffed 
with cream cheese, bacon, 
and thyme — for a fund- and 
awareness-raiser for Musicam-
bia, an organization that cre-
ates music conservatories at 
prisons with the aim of build-
ing relationships, communica-
tion skills, and self-confidence 
among the incarcerated.

The trumpeter in my house 
that evening, Musicambia 
alumni and board member 
Dexter Nurse, first met his 
bandmates, guitarist-percus-
sionist-singer Robert “Rob-
bie” Pollock and percussionist 
Ivan Califf, inside the maxi-
mum-security Sing Sing Cor-
rectional Facility, just up the 
river in Westchester.

The music they played in 
my home that night was what 
they learned to play together 
back then, during a particularly 
dark period. And the rhythms 
brought a light to those of us 
listening, much in the same 
way they helped their players 
through those dim times. 

Robbie, a Musicambia 
board member and an outspo-
ken advocate for expanding 
the arts within the criminal-
justice system, teared up while 
explaining how one song he 
sang was written by a men-
tor of his, who had recently 
been denied clemency, and re-

mained behind bars.
“The man has explored so 

many tough concepts, not just 
‘prisoner’ concepts, but real 
universal human concepts, like 
what to do when you’ve done 
wrong. He looked his crimes 
in the face and said, ‘I did this, 
and I’m taking responsibility 
for how I live my life going 
forward.’ And that’s the brav-
ery, because you can’t get up 
and play music unless you have 
confronted that: ‘What kind of 
person am I?’ ”  

His introduction was a 
moving prelude to “What is 
Love?” — a lyrical ballad Rob-
bie belted out while playing 
guitar in a performance with 
so much feeling, it made my 
heart hurt.

“All we really have is what 
we leave behind. 

So release the resentment 
you felt for so long. 

Make amends with your 
friends, even when they were 
wrong.

Seek forgiveness, don’t live 
in the past ‘cause it’s gone. 
Let it go, move along. 

Try to treat folk you meet 
like they feel what you feel, 
you can tear down and destroy 
or build up and heal.

When they’ve burned what 
they burn, and stole what they 
can steal, what is left must be 
real, what is left must be … 
must be love.”

The evening was the cul-
mination of a long-planned ef-
fort on behalf of myself and 
Musicambia’s Deputy Exec-
utive Director Jessie Kilguss, 
a local musician I wrote about 
in this newspaper years ago. 

Along with the group’s 
Founder and Executive Di-
rector, classical violist Nathan 
Schram, Jessie is working to 
create music programs at pris-
ons across the country like the 
one Dexter, Robbie, and Ivan 
participated in at Sing Sing. 
Over the past five years, the 
group has brought such pro-
grams to a women’s correc-
tional facility upstate, as well as 
prisons in South Carolina and 
Indiana. And it is about to de-
but one at Rikers Island. 

At one point during the 
event, we passed out instru-
ments I’ve collected — native 
drums, clackers, and tambou-
rines — that I use in music 
classes I host for disadvan-
taged kids. Robbie’s only re-
quest was that we play them 
“without being timid.”

I then watched as neigh-
bors, family, and friends 
played along with the alumni, 
as well as Nathan on viola, 
and a young Colombian Mu-
sicambia teacher, Jan Esbra, 
on guitar. It was a wonder-
ful jam session, as powerful 
and cathartic as playing music 
from the heart can be. 

The importance of Musi-

cambia’s mission became crys-
tal clear through the words 
and music of the men who 
gathered in my living room 
to share their stories with us. 
Afterward, I thanked the musi-
cians, and asked them to share 
what it meant to them to per-
form uninhibited, like we just 
had, while in the company of 
prisoners whom they maybe 
felt they couldn’t trust.

Robbie was clear: “You 
gave everyone in this room 
the opportunity that Musicam-
bia gave us. You don’t know 
what other people are going to 
think about you, so you some-
times hold something back. 
But holding something back 
because I’m afraid of what 
someone will think about me 
is catastrophic. That freedom 
to just be, that feeling that we 
did something collectively … 
to live in that, inside of the 
hell, but to have that as you 
walk through, is like skating. 
It felt like I was given freedom 
while I was inside. Freedom 
in here,” he said, motioning 
to his mind.

Ivan agreed: “The freedom 
to be able to connect beyond 
the physicality, beyond the 
flesh … that’s what music 
does. It transcends all this,” 
he said, gesturing to his body. 
“It transcends mistrust, it tran-
scends all the walls that we 
put up to keep each other at 
bay. You’re in a room, you’re 
in a space, you’re making these 
beautiful sounds, and you no 
longer see this person. You 
hear them, you feel them, you 
feel their energy, it’s no judg-
ment. Music is a space with no 
judgment, and you’re free to 
be you. It’s fabulous.” 

Stephanie Thompson’s 
“Talking to Strangers” pod-
cast can be found on iTunes, 
Stitcher, and Google Play. 
Visit www.musicambia.org 
to learn more about its pro-
grams.

Fearless 
Living
By Stephanie Thompson

Brooklyn Paper

Read all about it!
Brookynites now have one 

go-to website to get their daily 
dose of hyper-local news, with 
BrooklynPaper.com officially 
incorporating its sister website, 
BrooklynDaily.com.

The new BrooklynPaper.
com’s coverage incorporates 
the reporting of its eponymous 
newspaper, as well as stories 
published in print in the Bay 
News, Mill–Marine Courier, 
Park Slope Courier, Brook-
lyn Graphic, and Brooklyn 
Weekly.

It creates a single destina-
tion for Brooklyn’s more than 
2.7-million residents to get 
news from both their neigh-
borhood and across the bor-
ough, offering unparalleled 
coverage of what will soon be 
the country’s third largest city, 
according to BrooklynPaper.
com’s editor-in-chief.

“Publishing our stories on 
a single website will not only 
make it easier for our readers 
to immerse themselves in the 
breadth of our neighborhood-
by-neighborhood reporting, it 
will also provide even more 
context as to how what’s hap-
pening in one area may directly 
affect the lives of Brooklynites 
living nearby,” said Anthony 
Rotunno.

So bookmark BrooklynPa-
per.com now to keep up with 
our daily coverage.

— Moses Jefferson

Web news

By Julianne McShane
Brooklyn Paper

Administrators at an elite 
Dyker Heights private school 
must show public support for 
its students of color and con-
demn racism on campus, a 
group of pupils demanded af-
ter an explosive video sur-
faced showing some of the 
academy’s white students 
imitating monkeys while in 
blackface.

Poly Prep Country Day 
School staffers’ silence fol-
lowing the video’s discovery 
is a slap in the face to black 
students, according to leaders 
of a black-student group, who 
confronted Poly Prep officials 
at a Jan. 18 assembly.

“Left to experience our 
peers’ continued disregard 
of our humanity, students 
of color question why our 
administration fails to take 
a clear stance against their 
behavior,” seniors Jeovanna 
deShong-Connor and Talisha 
Ward said at the demonstra-
tion, according to a  report  in 
the school’s student newspa-
per, the Polygon.

The upperclassmen made 
their plea after Poly Prep offi-
cials uncovered the allegedly 
2-year-old video, which was 

shared on a private website for 
school students on Jan. 11 be-
fore the New York Daily News 
published it in a Jan. 19  re-
port . The footage shows two 
white female students wear-
ing black paint or makeup on 
their faces as they made apish 
noises and gestures.

And school officials’ deci-
sion not to immediately dis-
cipline those involved — or 
call the clip racist in an e-mail 
sent to families following the 
video’s discovery — made the 
prestigious campus a hostile 
environment for students of 
color, especially black pupils, 
according to deShong-Con-
nor and Ward.

“We feel unwelcome in 
a space where we are sup-
posed to grow not only ac-
ademically, but emotionally 
and socially,” the pair said 
in the Polygon report. “We 
feel uncomfortable in our own 
halls, in our own classes, and 
on our own campus with our 
so-called peers.”

The seniors demanded the 
faculty implement required 
civics and empathy courses 
for students, hire more staff 
of color, amend the school’s 
code of conduct to address 
hateful actions and speech, 

and send a second e-mail 
that clearly states the girls 
in the video wore blackface, 
and outlines how adminis-
trators would prevent a sim-
ilar incident from occurring 
in the future.

deShong-Connor and 
Ward also called for a pub-
lic apology from the students 
in the video and the third girl 
who allegedly filmed it.

And they implored the 
entire school community 
to recognize the incident as 
“the most recent in a series 
of racist and intolerable acts 
that have alienated a large 
portion of Poly’s commu-
nity, rather than as an iso-
lated event,” according to 
the Polygon report, which 
said the seniors led a stu-
dent sit-in in the academy’s 
halls, where they continued 

to push for the changes fol-
lowing the assembly.

Poly Prep headmaster 
Audrius Barzdukas praised 
deShong-Connor and Ward’s 
show of leadership, and sub-
sequently organized an af-
ter-school discussion about 
the video and its aftermath 
on Jan. 23, the Polygon re-
ported.

And the day after the 
assembly, school officials 
called the video “highly of-
fensive” and “an egregious 
violation of our community 
values and code of conduct” 
in a statement posted to the 
Poly Prep Facebook  page . 

The statement, however, 
did not explicitly condemn 
the video as racist.

deShong-Connor, Ward, 
and school reps could not be 
reached by press time.

Can’t unsee it
Blackface video roils elite 
Dyker Heights prep school

Students of color at the elite Dyker Heights prep 
school blasted its faculty for not immediately 
coming out stronger against the controversial 
video and its creators.
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Victory dance
One of these dancers will get a leg up!
A group of Kings County jitterbugs will com-

pete in an epic, two-day dance-off in a Park 
Slope church beginning Feb. 1, where the au-
dience members will decide who waltzes away 
as the prima ballerina. 

“It is very democratic,” said Elise Long, artis-
tic director at the dance studio Spoke the Hub, 
which sponsors the event. 

Each night of the Winter Follies, hosted at Old 
First Reform Church on Carroll Street, will see 
between 25 and 35 solo dancers and ensembles 
performing five-minute routines to vie for the 
audience’s affection — and their vote.

The winner will nab 50 hours of free rehearsal 
time at Spoke the Hub’s studio in Park Slope, 
and more importantly, will star in a showcase 
performance that is fully produced and mar-
keted by Spoke the Hub in the fall of 2019, giv-
ing new artists a prime opportunity to break 
into the Brooklyn art scene, according to the 
studio’s programs coordinator

“The fully produced showcase means Spoke 
takes care of tech direction and publicity, and 
they just get to do their work,” said Dalienne 
Majors. 

Popular up-and-coming performers have been 
known to stack the decks in their favor by in-
viting friends to the show, said Majors, but the 
Winter Follies also offers an option for talented 
introverts. Artistic director Long chooses several 
competitors to share starring roles in a Direc-
tor’s Choice showcase, ensuring that all of the 
event’s best performers walk away winners — 
regardless of any social advantages.

“We added the Director’s Choice showcase, 
where I choose four to six artists that stand out 
to me, but may not get the popular vote,” said 
Long. 

Long launched the annual Winter Follies 
competition in 2001 to give young performers 
an opportunity to strut their stuff before a live 
audience — and as a way to show ticket hold-
ers a good time. 

“Winter Follies is always a fun, kind of wild, 
and unpredictable event,” said Long. “We do not 
curate it at all — but the cream generally rises 
to the top, we have found.”

Winter Follies at Old First Reformed Church 
(729 Carroll St. between Sixth and Seventh av-
enues in Park Slope, www.spokethehub.org). 
Feb. 1 and 2 at 7:30 pm. $20 ($15 in advance, 
$10 students and seniors).  — Colin Mixson

DA N C E

By Kevin Duggan
Brooklyn Paper

S
he’s got a perfect 10!

Bushwick pop musician Skela will 
celebrate the release of her 10-part “vi-

sual album” with a concert at Williams-
burg’s Rough Trade on Feb. 9. The music 
videos in “ Project 10 ” were recorded dur-
ing a six-day burst of creativity in the sum-
mer of 2018, and the songs reflect her tu-
multuous personal and professional growth 
during that year, said the artist. 

“In 2018 I was having a crisis where there 
were so many stories I wanted to tell and 
I felt these needed to be out in the world,” 
said Skela. “This was a huge period of my 
life for progress as an artist.”

The songs cover a wide range of styles 
and themes, including the dance jam “Holy,” 
the triumphant ballad “Heartbreak and Li-
quor,” and the quiet “I’m Not Hungry,” an 
earnest look at how she lost her appetite 
in the aftermath of a breakup. The latter 
song, paired with a video of Skela dancing 
around a graveyard in Queens, resonated 
strongly with her audience. 

“It processes the feeling in the actual 
song,” she said. “It’s not just a sad song — 
it turns into something positive,”  

Skela found that revealing her inner tur-
moil to the public helped her come to terms 
with her experiences. 

“I didn’t realize how personal some of the 
songs were. I noticed that when these things 
comes out, everybody will know about it and 
I was just dropping these truth bombs. I was 

able to make peace with them,” she said.
Despite the dark themes in some of her 

songs, making the videos with her two 
friends Zoé Kraft and Rachel Turley was 
a lot of fun, she said. 

“It was just us three, we describe it as a 
summer camp. You just take a week out of 
your life and do nothing but make beauti-
ful things that mean something to you. It 
was a lot of fun to be with my friends and 
exorcise my thoughts,” she said. 

Finishing “Project 10” will also let Skela 
concentrate on a new chapter in her life 
— literally. The first section of her novel 
“Building You Up,” about a teenage girl 
dealing with sorrow, is online now, and she 
plans to release new chapters, each with 
an accompanying song, over the course 
of the next year. 

“It is a coming-of-age story about a young 
girl dealing with grief and losses in her life 
and what it means to navigate the world with 
these porous holes in you,” she said. 

Skela said she has been writing novels 
since she was 15, but that releasing her prose 
for the world to see is a new adventure.

“I’ve never done this before so I’m still 
figuring it out,” she said.

Reading picks
Word’s picks: 
“The Birth of Loud,” 
by Ian S. Port

This engaging his-
tory of the men behind 
the first electric guitars 
is first-rate social his-
tory, as well as catnip for 
rock historians and mu-
sicians. In some ways, 
the story of the elec-
tric guitar is the story 
of America: brash, loud, 
and aggressively new.

— Mike Lindgren, Word [126 Franklin St. at 
Milton Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096, 
 www.wordbookstores.com ].

Greenlight 
Bookstore’s pick: 
“Your Duck Is My 
Duck,” by Deborah 
Eisenberg 

In Deborah Eisen-
berg’s fifth original story 
collection — and her first 
new book in 12 years — 
she continues her mastery 
of the short form. “Your 
Duck is My Duck” is full 

of well-drawn characters, pithy wisdom, and 
sharp one-liners. Just as one narrator describes 
the parceling out of biography during courtship, 
these stories, too, can be treated like “precious 
archeological trophies that would sooner or later 
yield up, from some overlooked fold or crevice, 
an explanation, a credible excuse, a key.”

— Matt Stowe, Greenlight Bookstore [686 
Fulton St. between S. Elliott Place and S. Port-
land Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 246–0200, 
 www.greenlightbookstore.com ].

Community 
Bookstore’s pick: 
“Ghost Wall,” by 
Sarah Moss

A strange family vaca-
tion to be sure, joining a 
university research group 
in the English country-
side, living for two weeks 
with only Iron Age tech-
nology, foraging for food, 
and stripping bark. What 
seems like a lark, or a 
bore to teenage narrator Silvie, soon devolves 
into a chilling nightmare with the raising of the 
Ghost Wall, an ancient rite meant to ward off 
outsiders. Cut off from the outside world, these 
latter-day ancients succumb to hysteria and then 
to human sacrifice.

— Samuel Partal, Community Bookstore [43 
Seventh Ave. between Carroll Street and Gar-
field Place in Park Slope, (718) 783–3075,  www.
commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

B O O KS

Personal 
‘Project’
Bushwick musician tracks her 
life with 10-part visual album

Red alert: Bushwick artist Skela will launch her 10-part visual album “Project 10” at 
Rough Trade on Feb. 9.
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Skela at Rough Trade [64 N. Ninth St. 
between between Kent and Wythe av-
enues in Williamsburg, (718) 388–4111, 
www.roughtradenyc.com]. Feb. 9 at 8 
pm. $15.

M U S I C

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

I
t’s art of this world!

A new exhibition will celebrate 
the otherworldly sculptures, paint-

ings, and tapestries of artists from 
across Southern Brooklyn. Many of 
the creators included in “Bric Bien-
nial, Vol. III: South Brooklyn Edi-
tion,” opening on Feb. 6 at the Bric 
House in Fort Greene, use their work 
to reject the status quo and substitute 
their own reality, said one of the show’s 
curators, leading to the show’s theme 
“The Impossible Possible.” 

“The main trend through a lot of their 
work is artists thinking about utopian 
or dystopian ways of being — an al-
ternate reality,” said Jennifer Gerow, 
who lives in Fort Greene. “Instead of 
current political issues we’re facing, 
they’re thinking outside of that realm, 
of what could possibly be, even though 
it seems impossible at the moment.”

The show features 19 artists, most 
of whom live and work in the neigh-
borhoods of Park Slope, Gowanus, 
Sunset Park, and Bay Ridge. Among 
the local creators showing fantastic 
worlds is Frank Wang Yefeng, who 
created the digital image “Crossing 
the Alps,” featuring a helmeted fig-
ure riding a giant dog with the head 
of a phonograph horn. 

A piece from another artist, “As-
cent of Lamarckism,” looks at human 
bodies in alternate realities, accord-
ing to artist Laura Bernstein, who 
lives and works in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant, just outside the borders of South-
ern Brooklyn.

“It came from this project I’ve been 
working on the past couple years, which 
looks at ancient and medieval besti-
aries, like different mythologies of 
these past half-human creature fig-
ures,” she said. 

Bernstein’s sculpture features five 
human-like figures scaling a column, 
evoking questions about evolution, 
how humans will develop, and whether 
the current human body is sustain-
able, according to the artist. 

“I was looking at the Pompeii 

bodies and thinking about the evo-
lution of these medieval creatures,” 
said Bernstein. “What if in the fu-
ture, when our current landscape no 
longer supports out current physiol-
ogy and biology, we need to take on 
these oversized characteristics and 
traits of these beasts?”

The title is a nod to French naturalist 
Jean-Baptiste Lamarck, who theorized 
that animals would evolve character-
istics to help them survive, such as gi-
raffes developing long necks to reach 
high trees. The sculpture questions 
whether the same evolution will hap-
pen with humans, said Bernstein. 

“When our landscape does not sup-
port us anymore, will we take on some 
of these exaggerated traits, like one 
long foot, or extremely long necks?” 
she asked. 

The show is the third iteration of 
the Bric Biennial. The inaugural ex-
hibit in 2014 focused on neighborhoods 
Downtown, and the second concen-
trated on artists in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant and Crown Heights. 

Unreal estate
Bienniel shows wild art from 
neighborhoods below the Slope

Up the evolutionary tree: Laura Bernstein’s “Ascent of Lamarck-
ism” uses papier-mâché, wax, felt, raw wool, and found objects to 
show human-like figures evolving as they try to climb a pillar.

His master’s voice: (Above) 
Frank Wang Yefeng’s digital 
photograph “Crossing the Alps,” 
features a hybrid dog and pho-
nograph. (Left) Bobby Anspach’s 
installation “Place for Continu-
ous Eye Contact” allows viewers 
to retreat into their own world.
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Bric Biennial: Volume III, South 
Brooklyn Edition at Bric House 
(647 Fulton St. at Rockwell Place 
in Fort Greene, www.bricartsme-
dia.org). Opening reception Feb. 
6 at 7 pm. On display through 
April 7. Free. 
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
Jan. 25

Bump it with 
a trumpet
Vocalist and trumpet 
player Spencer Lud-
wig brings his high-
energy pop songs to 
his hometown, 
launching a monthly 
residency at Freehold 
tonight. The funky 
horn player  told 
Forbes  that the party 
will combine “the 
essence of Studio 54, 
Sleep No More, and 
a sweaty Brooklyn 
dance party.” 

9 pm at Freehold [45 S. 
Third St. between Kent 
and Wythe avenues, (718) 
388–7591, www.freeholdb 
rooklyn.com]. Free.

SATURDAY
Jan. 26

Best fest!
The weekend is made 
for day-drinking, so 
slip down to the Dime 
Best of Brooklyn Fes-
tival this afternoon, 
where you can get 
unlimited samples 
from eight of the bor-
ough’s best brewer-
ies, sip some free 
whiskey cocktails, and 
order food from 
Brooklyn’s most amaz-
ing eateries, all 
packed into the same 
room!

12:30, 3:30, and 6:30 pm 
at Industry City (274 36th 
St. between Second and 
Third avenues in Sunset 
Park, www.bestofbrook-
lynfestival.com]. $39 ($49 
early admission, $99 all-
day access, $19 designat-
ed drivers).

SUNDAY
Jan. 27

Strong brew
You had plenty of 
food and beer on Sat-
urday, but there is 
always room for more! 
Mosey over to Gow-
anus this afternoon, 
where you can load 
up at the Strong Rope 
Chili Cookoff! For $10 
you get a glass of 
Strong Rope beer, a 
cup for tasting any or 
all of the spicy bean-
and-meat concoc-
tions, and a ballot to 
vote for your favorite.

Noon–3 pm at Strong 
Rope Brewery [574A 
President St. between 
Third and Fourth avenues 
in Gowanus, (929) 337–
8699, www.strongrope-
brewery.com]. $10. 

MONDAY
Jan. 28 

Freak show
Have you ever felt like 
an outsider? So has 
literally everyone else, 
so you’ll be able to 
relate to the comedy 
show “Outcasts,” 
which features funny 
people sharing their 
feelings of being out 
of the norm. The 
lineup includes Brook-
lyn’s Hari Kondabolu 
(pictured), New Zea-
land’s Guy Montgom-
ery, and queer Middle 
Eastern comedian 
Rachel Kaly, among 
others.

7:30 pm at Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue 
in Park Slope, (718) 638–
4400, www.unionhallny.
com]. $10 ($8 in advance).

THURSDAY
Jan. 31

Staying 
power
Ironically, you will 
have to leave the 
house to appreciate 
the celebration of 
introversion that is “41 
Reasons I’m Staying 
In,” a lavishly painted 
book about people 
being comfortable in 
their homes, from 
Brooklyn illustrator 
Haley Held. The book 
launches tonight at 
PowerHouse Arena in 
Dumbo, along with 
the guided journal “99 
Stories I Could Tell.”

7 pm at PowerHouse 
Arena [28 Adams St. at 
Water Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 666–3049, www.
powerhousearena.com]. 
Free.

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, JAN. 25
ART, FACES OF DOWNTOWN 

SCENE: An exhibit of photos of New 
York’s experimental performance 
community, by Maria Baranova. 
Free. 1–7 pm. The Invisible Dog 
Art Center [51 Bergen St. between 
Boerum Place and Dean Street in 
Boerum Hill, (347) 560–3641], www.
theinvisibledog.org. 

DANCE, “RESISTANCE FANTASIES”: 
A series of performances and em-
bodied methods of resistance by 
dancer stormy budwig. $20. 6 pm. 
Target Margin Theater [232 52nd St. 
between Second and Third avenues 
in Sunset Park, (718) 398–3095]. 

ART, ENVIRONMENTAL ARTS SHOW-
CASE: Photos and paintings focused 
on environmentalism and sustain-
ability. With drinks, light bites, and a 
performance from singer Madeline 
Jaina. $10. 6–10 pm. The Canvas 
NYC (132 Bedford Ave. between 
N. Ninth and N. 10th streets in Wil-
liamsburg), sustainthemag.com. 

MUSIC, RADAR STATE: With opening 
acts Desert Sharks and Ageist. $16 
($13.50 in advance). 7 pm. St. Vitus 
(1120 Manhattan Avenue between 
Clay and Box Streets in Greenpoint), 
www.saintvitusbar.com. 

THEATER, BLACK BOX NEW PLAY 
FESTIVAL: The Gallery Players pres-
ent the world premiere of “Upfronts 
and Personal,” a play about placing 
sitcoms on a network’s fall lineup. 
$20 ($15 seniors and children). 7:30 
pm. Gallery Players [199 14th St. 
between Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in Park Slope, (212) 352–3101], www.
galleryplayers.com. 

DANCE, NEVER BEFORE NEVER 
AGAIN IMPROVISATION FESTIVAL: 
The fi fth annual festival of dance im-
provisation features afternoon work-
shops and evening performances. 
$22 ($18 in advance). 8 pm. Triskelion 
Arts [106 Calyer St. between Banker 
Street and Clifford Place in Green-
point, (718) 389–3473], www.triskel-
ionarts.org. 

THEATER, CHRONICLE X, A REVIVAL: 
A concert and art installation creat-
ing a worship service at black queer 
feminist church, with music from the 
African Diaspora. $18. 8 pm. Jack 
(505 Waverly Ave. between Fulton 
Street and Atlantic Avenue in Clinton 
Hill), www.jackny.org. 

COMEDY, COOL SHOW (NOT LAME): 
Pat Wise and Alise Morales host a 
Marie Kondo-themed variety show 
that will defi nitely spark joy. With 
Juliet Prather, Fat Carrie Bradshaw, 
Kelsey Caine, and more. Free. 9 
pm. Talon Bar [220 Wyckoff Ave. at 
Menahan Avenue in Bushwick, (718) 
366–3192], talonbar.com. 

THEATER, OSCAR AT THE CROWN: A 
immersive nightclub musical about 
the rise and fall of Oscar Wilde, the 
Real Housewives, and social media. 
Wear something cool! $19–$25. 
10:30 pm. 3 Dollar Bill (260 Meserole 
St. between Waterbury Street and 
Bushwick Place in Bushwick),www.
theneoncoven.com. 

SAT, JAN. 26
DINING, DIME BEST OF BROOKLYN 

FESTIVAL: A beer and food festival 
featuring nominees from the Dime 
Best of Brooklyn contest, featuring 
eight breweries offering unlimited 
samples, whiskey from Bulleit and 
Johnnie Walker, and food from more 
than two dozen local restaurants. 
$39 ($49 early admission). 12:30 pm, 
3:30 pm, and 6:30 pm. Industry City 
(274 36th Street between Second 
and Third Avenues in Sunset Park), 
www.bestofbrooklynfestival.com. 

MUSIC, PARK SLOPE SINGERS 2019 
WINTER CONCERT: The group 
performs Mozart’s Requiem and 
Schubert’s Mass in G. $15 ($10 se-
niors and students). 2 pm. St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church [199 Carroll St., at 
Clinton Street in Carroll Gardens, 
(718) 625–4126], www.stpaulscar-
rollst.org. 

TOUR, KINGS THEATRE HISTORIC 
TOUR: A 75-minute guided tour of 
the 90-year-old theater covers its 
history, architecture, and restora-
tion. $20. 2 pm. Kings Theatre (1027 
Flatbush Ave. between Beverly Road 
and Tilden Avenue in Flatbush), 

See 9 DAYS on page 12

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

FRI, JAN. 25
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS. 

NEW YORK KNICKS: 7:30 pm. 

SAT, JAN. 26
SPORTS, PREMIER BOXING 

CHAMPIONS: 6:30 pm. Mon, 
Jan. 28

MON, JAN. 28
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS. 

CHICAGO BULLS: 7:30 pm. 

MON, FEB. 4
SPORTS, LONG ISLAND NETS 

VS. FORT WAYNE MAD ANTS: 
11 am. 

SAT, FEB. 9
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

VS. COLORADO AVALANCHE: 
1 pm. 

SUN, FEB. 10
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

VS. MINNESOTA WILD: 3 pm. 

COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

Going downtown: The Brooklyn Nets will battle the New 
York Knicks at Barclays Center on Jan. 25.
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Parties welcome for all occasions

Special 3 Course Dinner Menu $2995 pp
Music: Thurs. - Sun.

1464 86th Street (between 14th & 15th Ave.)

Critically Acclaimed Wine List

Established 1971

Now Accepting Reservations
for St. Valentine’s Day

By Julianne McShane
Brooklyn Paper

C
all him the voice of reason. 

How can you be a good person 
when it feels like you’re in the Bad 

Place? The philosophy consultant be-
hind the NBC afterlife comedy “The 
Good Place” will reveal the answer at 
an all-night celebration of big ideas at 
the Brooklyn Public Library’s Central 
Branch on Feb. 2. His lecture “Decency 
in an Indecent Place” can also apply to 
our most fraught political debates, said 
the author and academic. 

“How do we look across at people 
that we don’t necessarily agree with? If 
we bring decency to the table, that helps 
actually  make things a little less po-
larizing,” said Dr. Todd May, who also 
teaches philosophy at Clemson Univer-
sity in South Carolina. 

May will deliver his 30-minute talk 
at 11 pm, during the library’s free, third-
annual “Night of Philosophy and Ideas,” 
a 12-hour philosophy fest that will fea-
ture dozens of discussions, lectures, and 
performances between 7 pm on Feb. 2 
and 7 am the following morning. 

The scribe’s lecture will cover ideas 
that he examines in more depth in his 
upcoming — and 15th — book, “A De-
cent Life: Morality for the Rest of Us,” 
which argues that empathy and aware-
ness can create more compassionate and 
fulfilling relationships, he said. 

“The fundamental recognition be-
hind decency is that other people have 
lives to live — they want their lives to 
be meaningful, they’re probably afraid 
of death, they have periods of loneli-
ness — and that that recognition can 
motivate us towards a sense of treat-
ing other people as if they actually are 
people,” he said.

May said the main character in “The 
Good Place” — a woman working to 
become a better person to justify her 
cushy spot in the afterlife — illustrates 
the idea that connecting with others can 
help make us better people.

“One of the lessons [of the show] is 
opening ourselves to the humanity of 

others can have this cyclical effect, so 
that as we see that humanity, that allows 
us to become a little bit better than we 
were,” he said. 

In addition to May’s lecture, the 

night will also feature a keynote ad-
dress on “defeating tribalism” by the 
New York Times Magazine’s “Ethi-
cist” columnist, Dr. Kwame Anthony 
Appiah, at 7 pm; a puppet show fea-
turing the figures of Noam Chomsky 
and Karl Marx, at 10 pm and 2 am; free 
coffee from Nespresso, and a French 
poetry reading delivered directly into 
the ears of audience members, among 
many other events.

“A Night of Philosophy and Ideas” 
at the Brooklyn Public Library’s Cen-
tral Branch [10 Grand Army Plaza at 
Eastern Parkway in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 230–2100, www.bklynlibrary.
org]. Feb. 2 at 7 pm to Feb. 3 at 7 am. 
Free.

A decent proposal
Philosopher talks about goodness at the
Brooklyn Library’s all-night idea festival

Gather ‘round: Hundreds of peo-
ple will turn out on Feb. 2 for the 
all-night discussion of philosophy 
at the Brooklyn Public Library’s 
Central Branch. Dr. Todd May (left) 
will deliver a talk on “Decency in 
an Indecent Place.”
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By Bill Roundy
Brooklyn Paper

G
et ready to get down!

A new performance space and 
a new cocktail bar will open soon 

in the sprawling food market beneath 
Downtown’s City Point. The founder 
of the Dekalb Market Hall, which hosts 
about 40 different food stalls, said that 
the two new spots will offer even more 
reasons to visit the giant underground 
market.

“Dekalb is about food, it’s about en-
tertainment, it’s about fun, and in this 
day and age we could use a little more 
of it,” said Anna Castellani.

The performance space, dubbed 
“Dekalb Stage” is a simple, large room 
filled with picnic tables, with a platform 
raised about two feet off the floor at 
one end. During the day, the space will 
provide plenty of much-needed seating 
for lunchtime visitors to the food hall, 
with spots for 250 people.

Starting at the end of this month, it 

will provide a variety of free and ticketed 
programs in the evenings, with regular 
weekly events including a “Drink ‘n’ 
Draw” on Monday nights, “Geeks Who 
Drink” trivia on Tuesdays, and the stand-
up comedy show “Thirst Trap” with host 
Anya Volz on Thursdays, in addition 
to planned music events, dance parties, 
and afternoon events for kids. 

The adjoining bar, “Understudy,” is 
set to open in early February. The mix-
ology den resembles a vintage subway 
station, with black-and-white tiles on 
the wall and round globes glowing from 
poles. But the sound of cocktail shak-
ers, the rounded entryways, and a se-
ries of red glowing balls overhead will 
quickly dismiss that feeling. 

The new drinks spot will fill a much 
needed niche for thirsty locals, Castel-
lani said. 

“This is something new,” she said. “A 
cozy cocktail bar, where you can have a 
quiet conversation — we didn’t have it, 
and the neighborhood didn’t have it.”

Understudy will serve a variety of 
natural wines, locally brewed beer, and 
cocktails — including an interesting dark 
rum variant on the Brooklyn Cocktail 
— along with snacks from a rotating se-
lection of Market Hall vendors.

Visit Dekalb Stage and Understudy 
(445 Albee Square West between Ful-
ton and Willoughby streets Downtown, 
www.dekalbmarkethall.com). 

Setting the Stage
New venue for Dekalb Market Hall

Cheers: Visitors at a preview night 
toasted to Understudy, a new bar 
set to open in February in Dekalb 
Market Hall.
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ORGANIC

1.1 lb. bag1.1 lb. bag

Red Beets
forfor22 $$44

3gu y sfrombrook ly n .com

Red Peppers

$$129129
lb.lb.

1/23 7AM -1/28 7PM
SALE STARTS 23 24 25 26 27 28

GREAT DEAL!

Craisins

lb.lb.

$$299299

SPECIAL!

Organic Milk

64 oz.64 oz.

$$299299

ORGANIC

Yams

lb.lb.

$$149149

Red Delicious

lb.lb.

¢¢7979
Plum Tomatoes

lb.lb.

¢¢7979
Cantaloupes

ea.ea.

¢¢7979

ea.ea.

¢¢7979
Anise

ea.ea.

¢¢7979
Hass Avocados Potatoes

55forfor
lb. baglb. bag

$$179179
Walnuts
$$179179

lb.lb.

Loaf Cakes

forfor22 $$44
Yogurt

forfor
6 oz.6 oz.

22 $$11
Flour

5lb. bag5lb. bag

$$299299
Swiss Cheese

lb.lb.

$$499499

www.kingstheatre.com. 
COMEDY, JOSH GONDEL-

MAN: The writer and co-
median tells good-natured 
stories infused with quick 
wit. $12. 7 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

TALK, U UP? LIVE!: A modern 
dating podcast looks at 
apps, hook-ups, and rela-
tionships in order to help 
you not die alone. $25. 8 
pm. Bell House [149 Seventh 
St. at Third Avenue in Gow-
anus, (718) 643–6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com. 

FILM, 15TH ANNUAL BROOK-
LYN ISRAEL FILM FESTI-
VAL: Three nights of the 
best of Israeli cinema. $18 

($36 for all three nights). 8 
pm. Kane Street Early Child-
hood and Family Life Center 
[236 Kane Street Brooklyn, 
NY 11231, (718) 875–1550]. 

MUSIC, ELAN: The alterna-
tive jazz quartet plays with 
Jesse & Forever and Nelson 
Bandela. $10. 8 pm. Much-
more’s (2 Havemeyer St. at 
N. Ninth Street in Williams-
burg). 

FILM, VIRGIN BEASTS: Troma 
Films presents a tale of ir-
radiated danger from Aus-
tralia. Followed by the band 
Pide Ayuda performing to 
a series of clips of Troma 
fi lms. $15. 9 pm. Film Noir 
Cinema [122 Meserole Ave. 
at Leonard Street in Green-
point, (718) 389–5773], 
www.fi lmnoircinema.com. 

MUSIC, ÊMIA: $10. 9 pm. The 
Well (272 Meserole St. be-
tween Bushwick Place and 
Waterbury Street in Bush-
wick), www.thewellbrook-
lyn.com. 

SUN, JAN. 27
TALK, SEX IS NOT WORK: 

Plymouth Church and 
Restore NYC discuss the 
problems with legalizing sex 
work. Free. 12:30 pm. Plym-
outh Church [75 Hicks St. 
at Orange Street in Cobble 
Hill, (718) 624–9385], plym-
outhchurch.org. 

MUSIC, PARK SLOPE SING-
ERS 2019 WINTER CON-
CERT: The group performs 
Mozart’s Requiem and 
Schubert’s Mass in G. $15 
($10 seniors and students). 
3 pm. St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church [199 Carroll St., at 
Clinton Street in Carroll 
Gardens, (718) 625–4126], 
www.stpaulscarrollst.org. 

DINING, ISLAND TO IS-
LAND BREWERY’S AN-
NIVERSARY PARTY: The 
Caribbean-inspired brewery 
celebrates its second year 
with new brews and two 
tastings for $2 all day. Free. 

4 pm–midnight. Island to 
Island taproom (642 Rog-
ers Ave. between Parkside 
and Clarkson avenues in 
Prospect Lefferts Gardens), 
www.islandtoislandbrew-
ery.com. 

MUSIC, AN DIE MUSIK: An 
afternoon of wide-ranging 
fl ute and piano music. $10–
$30. 4 pm. Union Temple of 
Brooklyn (17 Eastern Pkwy. 
between Grand Army Plaza 
and Underhill Avenue, third 
fl oor in Prospect Heights), 
www.musae.me. 

MON, JAN. 28
TALK, PETTY CRIMES AND 

PETTY LAWS: This panel 
discussion investigates the 
predatory nature of the 
country’s infl ated misde-
meanor and bail systems. 
$5. 6:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 Pier-
repont St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 

222–4111], www.brooklyn-
history.org. 

TUES, JAN. 29
FREE WINTER WEEKDAYS: 

Experience the serenity and 
wonder of the Garden in 
wintertime with free admis-
sion on weekdays through 
February. Free. 10 am–4:30 
pm. Brooklyn Botanic Gar-
den [1000 Washington Ave., 
at Eastern Parkway in Crown 
Heights, (718) 623–7220], 
www.bbg.org. 

COMEDY, AMBUSH COM-
EDY: A comedy show in 
the back of a pizza shop, 
with guests Dan St. Ger-
main, Katie Hannigan, 
Amy Shanker, and more. 
Free beer from 8–8:30 pm. 
Free. 8 pm. Two Boots Wil-
liamsburg [558 Driggs Ave. 
between N. Sixth and N. 
Seventh streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 387–2668], www.
twoboots.com.

NIGHTLIFE, “THE INFINITE 
LOVE PARTY”: An inten-
tional barefoot potluck din-
ner party, dance party, and 
performance presented by 
performing artist Diana Oh. 
$25–$35. 8 pm. Bushwick 
Starr (207 Starr St. between 
Irving and Wykoff avenues 
in Bushwick), www.thebush-
wickstarr.org. 

WED, JAN. 30
TALK, TAX TIPS FOR FREE-

LANCERS: Self-employed 
workers can learn about 
new tax laws, home deduc-
tions, and making quarterly 
payments. With free pizza! 
Free. 6 pm. Brooklyn Coop 
[834 Dekalb Ave. at Throop 
Avenue in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant, (718) 418–8232 x2112]. 

FILM, KATRA FILM SERIES 
GRAND FINALE: The 
monthly fi lm series cul-
minates in a competition 
showcase between the 

15 fi nalists for more than 
$10,000 in prizes. $20. 7 
pm. Alamo Drafthouse 
[445 Albee Square West 
between Willoughby and 
Fulton streets in Downtown, 
(718) 513–2547], www.draft-
house.com/nyc. 

THEATER, SECRETS OF 
GREEN-WOOD: A shadow-
puppet show about a 
woman who gets lost while 
trying to bury a secret in 
Green-Wood Cemetery. 
On a double-bill with the 
comedy “Sexless Cocaine 
Saturday.” $20. 8 pm. The 
Brick [575 Metropolitan Ave. 
between Union Avenue and 
Lorimer Street in Williams-
burg, (718) 907–6189], www.
bricktheater.com. 

COMEDY, COMEDY AND 
COCKTAILS: Matt Little 
hosts a free, rotating lineup 
of all-star comedians in this 
sexy cabaret setting. Free. 
8 pm. Velvet Brooklyn [174 
Broadway between Bedford 
and Driggs avenues in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 302-442], 
www.velvetbrooklyn.com.

THURS, JAN. 31
ART, THE VIRGINIA PROJECT: 

An exhibit featuring the 
writing of Tina Barry, Brook-
lyn Paper’s former food 
critic, interpreted by 14 
women visual artists. In the 
Humanities Gallery. Free. 
5–7 pm. Long Island Univer-
sity [DeKalb and Flatbush 
avenues in Downtown, (718) 
488–1624], www.brooklyn.
liu.edu. 

TALK, CONGRESSMAN JEF-
FRIES ADDRESS: The 
Brooklyn congressman will 
address his constituents 
in his State of the District 
address. Free with RSVP. 
6:30 pm. Brooklyn Technical 
High School [29 Fort Greene 
Pl. at Dekalb Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 804–6400], 
www.bths.edu.

MUSIC, BURNT SUGAR THE 
ARKESTRA CHAMBER: 
The orchestra hosts a night 
of Black Power anthems and 
experimental music. $16 in-
cludes Museum admission. 

7 pm. Brooklyn Museum 
[200 Eastern Pkwy. at Wash-
ington Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

DANCE, “BACH AND GIRA”: 
Brazilian dance company 
Grupo Corpo presents a 
kinetic kaleidoscope of clas-
sical, contemporary, and 
traditional forms. $24–$75. 
7:30 pm. BAM Howard 
Gilman Opera House (30 
Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene), 
www.bam.org. 

FRI, FEB. 1
MUSIC, OPERA ON TAP’S 

NEW BREW: Opera sing-
ers mash up jazz and opera 
tunes, with help from band 
the Dirty Sexy. $10 sug-
gested donation. 8 pm. 
Barbes [376 Ninth St. at 
Sixth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 965–9177], www.
barbesbrooklyn.com. 

THEATER, “HARVEY”: The 
Heights Players performs 
the comedy about a drunk-
ard and his best friend, a 
giant invisible rabbit. $20 
($18 seniors and students). 8 
pm. Heights Players [26 Wil-
low Pl. between Joralemon 
and State streets in Brook-
lyn Heights, (718) 237–2752], 
www.heightsplayers.org. 

SAT, FEB. 2
DINING, NYC WINTER 

WARMER: Sample unlim-
ited seasonal craft beers, 
hot spiked drinks, indulgent 
food, fi re pits, and snowball 
fi ghts. $49 ($75 VIP). 1:30 
pm and 5:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Expo Center (72 Noble St. 
at Franklin Street in Green-
point). 

COMEDY, PICTURE THIS!: 
Standup comics perform 
their routines while cartoon-
ists draw them live. With 
Jo Firestone. $10 ($8 in 
advance). 7:30 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 10

All that glitters: The Brazilian dance company Grupo 
Corpo performs two dances in “Bach and Gira,” one 
to the music of the classical composer, and the other 
to Brazilian punk-jazz-rock band Metá Metá. The 
show opens on Jan. 31 at BAM.
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CATHOLIC SCHOOLSCATHOLIC SCHOOLS
& ACADEMIES GUIDE& ACADEMIES GUIDE

A
s we begin to celebrate 
Catholic Schools Week on 
Sunday, Jan. 27, 2019, the 
theme: “Catholic Schools: 

Learn, Serve, Lead, Succeed” def-
initely applies to the academies 
and parish schools within the Di-
ocese of Brooklyn.

Today, the evangelistic mis-
sion of Catholic education incor-
porates many priorities in addi-
tion to strengthening the Catholic 
Identity within the academies and 
parish schools. 

The priorities of Catholic ed-
ucation include: academic excel-
lence, building enrollment and 
class capacity, sustaining the acad-
emy governance model, seeking 
new ways of funding the acade-
mies and parish school finances, 
and ensuring that our academies 
and parish schools are preparing 
their students for future leader-
ship throughout the area.

Moreover, academies and par-
ish schools within the Diocese 
of Brooklyn continue to priori-
tize strong support for the New 
Evangelization.

Catholic Identity
Catholic Identity in our acad-

emies and parish schools is al-
ways a priority here within the 
Diocese of Brooklyn. The cen-
trality of the faith guides Cath-
olic educators each day, as they 
diligently educate the children of 
God, who have been entrusted to 
our academies and parish schools 
by their parents. 

In addition, Catholic acade-
mies and parish school commu-
nities live the faith through daily 
prayer and life in the sacraments. 
Through the pastoral assistance 
plan, all pastors within the Dio-
cese of Brooklyn are involved in 
the mission of Catholic education 
through their presence at liturgies, 
prayer services, and teaching of 
religion classes.

Our Catholic faith is unlike 
other classroom subjects because 
it is not purely academic. Our faith 
is infused into all academic areas 
and our faith forms us. Pope Fran-
cis recognizes this when he notes 
that “Catholic schools, which al-
ways strive to join their work of 
education with the explicit proc-
lamation of the Gospel, are a most 
valuable resource for the evangeli-
zation of culture.” (EG.134).

CORE PRINCIPLES
Catholic schools shape new leaders

Brooklyn Catholic academies and schools offer their students and parents a community built on faith, knowledge, 
and service. 

Throughout my years, I have 
met many leaders within our di-
ocese who have been formed by 
the faith through Catholic edu-
cation. There is great hope and 
promise for the future, as Catholic 
school children become the future 
leaders of our Church and coun-
try.  I firmly believe that “faith” is 
part of our Catholic academy and 
parish school culture, as is lived 
each day in the work done by our 
priests, principals, faculty, staff, 
parents, and students.

Catholic academies and par-
ish schools within the Diocese 
of Brooklyn have a great com-
mitment to academic excellence 
that is rooted in the faith-based 
mission of Catholic education. 
Over the past number of years, 

we have continued our quest for 
academic excellence and 21st-cen-
tury learning. 

Academic excellence
Without diminishing Catholic 

Identity, pursuit of academic ex-
cellence has been a major prior-
ity. Through the implementation 
of the New York State Common 
Core Learning Standards and par-
ticipation in the New York State 
Assessments for ELA and Math, 
we have prepared our students for 
the educational challenges that they 
will face in secondary school and 
college. 

Over the next couple of years, 
our Academies and Parish Schools 
will adopt the Next Generation 
Standards in English Language 

Arts and Math. With the support 
of our local Catholic Colleges and 
Universities, we will guarantee 
that our principals and teachers 
will be prepared to integrate this 
standard into the learning envi-
ronments.

Our principals and teachers have 
dedicated themselves to professional 
development opportunities to ensure 
that they have an understanding of 
the necessary tools and resources 
to meet the educational needs of 
all our students.

Through the generous support of 
the St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Trust, 
35 academies and parish schools 
have state-of-the-art Stem Labs. 
These Stem Labs (science, tech-
nology, engineering, and math) pro-
vide students in grades kindergarten 

through eight with an opportunity 
to engage in hands-on activities to 
support the curriculum.

The Artists in Residency Pro-
gram in 40 academies and par-
ish schools provides for students 
in grades four, six, and eight with 
an educational opportunity to par-
ticipate in the fine arts.

Many of the academies are in the 
process of attaining accreditation 
through AdvancED. This process 
allows the academy community 
to assess their learning environ-
ment and be evaluated by an out-
side group of educators. The rigor 
of the accreditation process further 
allows our academy communities 
to be schools of excellence.

Our Catholic Academies and 
Parish Schools work diligently to 

be in compliance with the New 
York State Equivalency of Instruc-
tion Policies and Procedures.

Technology initiatives
We must continue to provide 

our students with the basic tools 
necessary to be successful in this 
time of ever-changing technology. 
Through effective partnerships 
with DeSales Media Corporation, 
our academies and parish schools 
have been provided with a num-
ber of technology initiatives that 
have greatly enhanced the tech-
nology infrastructure in our acad-
emies and parish schools. 

We have 35 directors of Tech-
nology Integration in our Catho-
lic academies and parish schools. 
The Directors of Technology fur-
ther assist our teachers with the 
integration of technology across 
all curriculum areas.

Through various programs 
and effective local planning by 
the academy boards, our princi-
pals have been able to provide stu-
dents with: iPads, laptops, SMART 
Boards, SMART Tables, and im-
pressive multimedia labs. The goal 
is to continue to ensure that our 
academies and parish schools are 
equipped with the technology that 
will allow our students to be suc-
cessful in the future.

DeSales Media Corporation 
continues to support our efforts 
in funding various technology ini-
tiatives, including iPads to stu-
dents and within the next couple 
of weeks the opportunity to par-
ticipate in the Apple Distinguished 
Schools Program.

Through the continued gen-
erosity of the St. Elizabeth Ann 
Seton Trust, we are able to pro-
vide our students with innovative 
programs that enhance the aca-
demic program.  

Financial assistance
In addition, the efforts of Fu-

tures in Education are essential to 
the support of Catholic education 
within the Diocese of Brooklyn. 
Through Futures’ generous sup-
port, more than $9 million is given 
to more than 5,000 students for 
need-based scholarships. 

Our parents make the sacrifice 
each day to enroll their children in 
the academies and parish schools 
within the Diocese of Brooklyn. 
We recognize all of their efforts 
to support Catholic education and 
their desire to ensure that their chil-
dren are prepared for the future. 
As the primary educators, parents 
play a vital role in the partnership 
among parish, academy or parish 
school, and the home. 

Pursuit of academic excel-
lence and knowledge is a prior-
ity. Through partnerships with var-
ious agencies, collaboration with 
the secondary schools, colleges and 
universities, and the guidance of 
the staff of the Office of the Super-
intendent–Catholic School Sup-
port Services, we are in a posi-

tion to continue our efforts toward 
achieving the goals associated with 
academic excellence.

Servant of all
Service to others is a key tenet 

of our Catholic faith, for Christ 
tells us that “if anyone wishes to be 
first, he shall be last of all and the 
servant of all” (Mark 9:35).

Just as our parishes do a great 
deal of service work within their 
communities, our academies and 
parish schools are partners in this 
important work.

Also of important service is the 
work accomplished by the Boards 
of Directors in our academies. This 
new ministry for lay leadership is 
essential to the success of the mis-
sion of Catholic education within 
the Diocese of Brooklyn. 

Through their time, talent, and 
expertise, they provide service to 
our academy governance model. 
Their work continues to build our 
communities of learning and all 
their efforts is advancing the mis-
sion of Catholic education within 
the Diocese of Brooklyn.

As we look at Catholic educa-
tion within the Diocese of Brook-
lyn, I would like to highlight some 
final reflections:

• We offer an education that 
combines Catholic faith and teach-
ings with academic excellence.

• We partner with parents in 
the faith formation of their chil-
dren.

• We set high standards for stu-
dent achievement and help them 
succeed.

• We provide a balanced ac-
ademic program that integrates 
faith, culture, and life.

• We use technology to effec-
tively enhance education.

• We instill in students the value 
of service to others.

• We prepare students to be 
productive citizens and future 
leaders.

• We cultivate a faculty and 
staff who are dedicated, caring 
and effective.

To learn more about Catho-
lic education within the Diocese 
of Brooklyn, I encourage you to 
read the Preserving the Vision 
Annual Report found on the Di-
ocesan Website, https://dioces-
eof brooklyn.org/schools/pre-
serving-vision/.

Schedule a visit
This Catholic Schools Week, I 

ask readers to schedule a visit to 
one of the excellent parish schools 
and academies within the Diocese 
of Brooklyn to witness and expe-
rience how they truly are com-
munities of faith, knowledge, and 
service.

May they continue to grow and 
flourish all the more, and may God 
bless all their work, so that it is 
realized in the lives of the stu-
dents and families throughout this 
great city.

— Dr. Thomas Chadzutko
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Since 1961, Bishop Kear-
ney High School has provided 
educational opportunities to 
over 15,000 young women from 
Brooklyn and beyond. With a 
focus on preparation for the 
world of work, students receive 
a faith-based education that 
enables them to explore their 
individual talents, while focus-
ing on efficacy, responsibility, 
and social justice.  Especially 
impressive is the class of 2018, 
which had a 100% college ac-
ceptance rate; 96% earned more 
than $22 million in merit-based 
college scholarships.

Kearney is growing its fo-
cus on project-based learning.  
An educational method that 
challenges students to respond 
to complex questions address-

ing real world problems, proj-
ect-based learning helps stu-
dents access deeper knowledge 
and understanding through 
investigation, ownership, and 
public demonstration of their 
findings.  

Kearney boasts a state-of-
the-art STEAM Wing, where 

students can brainstorm solu-
tions to problems big and small 
in the think tank, research 
new and unfamiliar worlds 
using virtual reality, draw up 
plans in the digital art studio, 
and make prototypes for their 
potential solutions in the fabri-
cation lab. 

Bishop Kearney will con-
tinue its commitment to in-
troducing our students to the 
world of STEAM, and instilling 
in them a love of knowledge and 
a passion for discovery through 
project-based learning.  Kear-
ney students represent the fu-
ture female workforce, and will 
be prepared for productive and 
inspiring careers in growing 
fields like engineering and com-
puter science.

Bishop Kearney High School

KKBishop Kearney High School

Celebrates
Catholic 
Schools 
Week

St. Joseph High School, a 
Catholic all-girls school, em-
powers young women to find 
their voices, grow in faith 
and become the leaders of to-
morrow.  Located in historic 
Downtown Brooklyn, SJHS 
was founded over a century 
ago by the Sisters of St. Joseph 
of Brentwood, L.I. Nationally 
recognized leaders in the edu-
cation of young women, the Sis-
ters believed then – as they be-
lieve today – that if you educate 
a woman, you educate a nation. 
Today, St. Joseph High School 
provides academic rigor and ex-
cellent college and career prep-
aration for young women of di-
verse backgrounds and faiths, 
hailing from all five boroughs 
of New York City. At St. Joseph 
High School, young women 
experience a strong academic 
and values-based curriculum 
in a safe, dynamic environ-
ment where they are motivated 

to be responsible for their ac-
tions, rise above peer pressure 
and be true to themselves. The 
faculty understands how girls 
learn and creates a climate 
with high expectations for aca-
demic achievement and mutual 
respect. Faculty and students 
form an extraordinary bond 
that often lasts a lifetime. 

What’s unique about our 

Building STEAM program? 

Our state-of-the-art technology 
across the curriculum, com-
bined with our new Engineer-
ing core courses, introduce all 
students to the basics of mea-
surement, spatial reasoning, de-
sign and building using hands-
on and digital learning tools. 
Emerging from MIT’s Center 
for Bits and Atoms, our new Fab 
Lab Connect Program provides 
a platform for education and in-
novation using technology and 
digital fabrication. Meanwhile, 
our Visual and Performing 

arts program allows students 
to expand their imaginations 
through theater, dance, speech, 
music and video production. 
Developing technical abilities 
and personal vision, our young 
women build confidence and 
self-discipline while enhancing 
analytical and communication 
skills. 

Admissions and Financial 

Aid. St. Joseph High School is 
committed to every student with 
intellectual promise regard-
less of her economic situation. 
Tuition assistance is available 
based on need. Each student re-
ceives individual consideration 
based on information provided 
by her parents or guardians. 
Decisions are made on a rolling 
basis. 

Contact Elizabeth Peralta, 
Admissions Director, at eper-
alta@SJHSbridge.org or call 
718-624-3618, ext. 21, to schedule a 
visit to St.Joseph High School.

St. Joseph High School

OPEN HOUSES
Sunday, January 27th: 12:30–2:00 PM
Tuesday, January 29th: 9:00–10:30 AM
Tuesday, January 29th: 6:00–7:30 PM

Admission Tours Offered Each Tuesday at 9:30 AM

Accepting Applications for the 2019-2010 School Year
APPLY ONLINE at STPATRICKCA.ORG

When St. Patrick Catho-
lic Academy opened for this 
year, students were delighted 
to see the transformation that 
took place in their school over 
the summer, including being 
awarded accreditation by the 
AdvancED global network. 

Renovations at the Bay 
Ridge school included the cre-
ation of a new nursery class-
room and the freshening-up 
of other facilities. In the past 
year, a long-needed renova-
tion of the school’s library was 
completed, and air condition-
ing was installed in all class-
rooms. The library has contin-
ued to be updated, and is now 
fully-automated with the Fol-
lett Destiny program, giving 

students a greater opportunity 
to learn and conduct research. 

Last year, an $85,000 grant 
from the St. Elizabeth Ann 
Seton Trust funded the instal-
lation of a LabLearner STEM 
lab, an brand new in-school 
laboratory for physical, earth 
and life science experimen-

tal activities for kindergarten 
through 8th Grade. 

NYS Regents courses are 
also offered in Algebra, Liv-
ing Environment and Earth 
Science. Last year, 100% of the 
eighth grade passed the Alge-
bra I Regents Exam, and 90% 
of the seventh & eighth grade 
passed the Living Environ-
ment Regents Exam. 

Registration is now open 
for the 2019-2020 school year, 
starting at the Nursery level, 
which offers half-day and full-
day options. Tours are offered 
each Tuesday at 9:30AM (no ap-
pointment necessary). Please 
visit www.stpatrickca.org or 
email admission@stpatrickca.
org for more information.

St. Patrick Catholic Academy

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS AND 
ACADEMIES GUIDE  SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION      
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FIND AN OPEN HOUSE 
IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD
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Court Street Office
112 Court Street, Brooklyn NY

PLATINUM SAVINGS

2.25%
APY (1)

Court Street Office
112 Court Street
Brooklyn, NY 11201

Mon. - Wed., Frid. 8:00am - 5:00pm
Thursday  8:00am - 6:00pm 
Saturday  9:00am - 2:00pm

(718) 677-4400 | eNorthfield.com

NOW OPEN!

(1) Annual Percentage Yield (APY) subject to change without notice.  A minimum balance of $10.00 is required to open account.  The account will be charged a minimum balance fee of 
$8.00 each statement cycle if the average daily balance for that cycle falls below $2,500.  Fees can reduce earnings. Account balances between $0.01 and $999,998.99 earn 2.25% APY on 
the entire balance.  Account balances $999,999.00 and over earn 0.90% APY on the entire balance.  Transaction limitations apply.  New money, defined as funds not currently on deposit at 
Northfield Bank, are required to open. 

(2) Annual Percentage Yield (APY) subject to change without notice. Minimum balance of $2,500 to open CD.   All account balances above $0.01 will earn the stated APY.  There is a 
substantial penalty for early withdrawals. Fees could reduce earnings.   The maximum CD account balance is $225,000. 

(3) Bonus reward offer is available to new MyChecking, MyChecking 60+, or MyChecking Student customers who do not have an existing or prior Northfield checking account AND who 
meet the required qualifying criteria within 90 calendar days from account opening.  Qualifying criteria is defined as maintaining a $500 average daily balance in the new account AND 
having a monthly recurring direct deposit of $500 or more, AND performing 10 point of sale debit card transactions per month.  Qualifying direct deposits are recurring electronic deposits 
of your paycheck, pension, or government benefits. Person-to-person transfers between your Northfield account or accounts you have at other institutions do not qualify.  Once the 
criteria is met, the reward will be credited to the new MyChecking account no later than 30 business days following the end of the 90 day period.  Account must remain open through the 
qualifying period to receive bonus. Bonus will be reported as taxable income on a 1099-INT.  One bonus per household and offer subject to change without notice.

(4) MyChecking has no monthly service charge when you do one of the following each statement cycle: 1) maintain a minimum average daily balance of $500; OR, 2) have a recurring 
direct deposit totaling $500 or more; OR, 3) perform 10 POS debit card transactions.  Otherwise, an $8.00 monthly service charge will apply.  MyChecking Student and MyChecking 60+ 
have no monthly minimum balance requirements and no monthly service charge.

Offers in effect as of 1/04/19, subject to change without notice, and only available at Court Street office. 

ON BALANCES BELOW $999,998.99

17 MONTH CD

2.75%
APY (2)

10 MONTH CD

2.60%
APY (2)

MEMBER FDIC

Open a MyChecking, MyChecking 60+, or MyChecking Student(4) and maintain a $500 
average monthly balance, have a recurring direct deposit of $500 or more, and perform 
10 POS debit card transactions per month over the first 90 days to earn a $350 bonus(3).

OPEN A MYCHECKING 
ACCOUNT AND EARN 350$ (3)


