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You may have lost a little 
weight or cleaned out your attic, 
but some Brooklyn powerhouses 
spent 2011 rising up the ranks in 
a variety of industries: “starchi-
tects” added to their dazzling 
empires; a network of charter 
schools laid the framework for a 
Brooklyn takeover; an 80-year-
old pizzaiolo fanned the flames 
of a full-fledged pizza war under 
the Brooklyn Bridge; an artist 
built a full-scale jetway inside a 
Bushwick gallery; a controver-
sial big-box store made a serious 
push to move into the borough; 
and a basketball team (formerly 
from New Jersey) finally, finally 
began making its way across the 
river (two rivers, in fact!) to the 
Barclays Center, where it will 
celebrate its first season as the 
Brooklyn Nets this fall. 

There’s no sign that these ris-
ing stars are slowing down. In 
fact, they’re just getting warmed 
up.

Our CNG prognosticators 
(yes, we have a few of them on 
staff), say that you’re going to 
want to keep you eyes on these 
over-achievers, because, in 
some cases, they will be, quite 
literally, reshaping Brooklyn as 
we know it. 

So, before you do anything 
else, flip the page and behold our 
comprehensive list of Brooklyn’s 
12 to watch in 2012!

Meet our 
2012 

all-stars

2012’s a splash!

The Boro’s
ultimate
classified
section

Enchanted 
April’
on stage
See 24/Seven

SPECIAL
READER
BONUS $Free

coupons
to save
you cash

‘

coney 
cold 
front
Carnies buy ice cream shop

By Daniel Bush 
Call it the revenge of the freaks 

— served cold.
Coney Island USA, the group 

behind the Mermaid Parade and 
Sideshows by the Seashore, has 
expanded its carny influence in 
the People’s Playground by scoop-
ing up Denny’s Ice Cream on Surf 
Avenue, a neighborhood staple, 
for a cool $1.3 million.

“We bought it for future expan-
sion while property in the neigh-
borhood is relatively affordable,” 
said Dick Zigun, founder of Coney 
Island USA, who hopes to turn the 
property between W. 12th Street 
and Stillwell Avenue into a multi-
story arts center. “If we didn’t buy 

[the building] now I don’t think 
we’d ever be able to do it.”

The freak show expansion is in 
stark contrast to what’s currently 
happening at Coney Island: thrill 
ride operators Central Amuse-
ment International, with the city’s 
blessing, is in the process of turn-
ing the Boardwalk into a glitzy 
— and freak free — year-round 
resort town.

Zigun contends that freaks 
and carnies are as important to 
the Boardwalk as the Coney Is-
land sand, but the red carpet has 
never been rolled out to Coney 
Island USA — which makes this 
purchase even sweeter.

Continued on Page 10

A CNG Publication • Vol. 67 No. 1 

Melissa Alvarez and Anja Koschak were among the 3,000 swimmers who 
took part in the Coney Island Polar Bear Club’s annual New Year’s Day 
swim. See page 8 for more.� Photo by Paul Martinka
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When the big crystal ball 
falls in Times Square, some 
of us make resolutions. Oth-
ers make predictions. But we 
at Courier Life make lists of 
the people who we know will 
make headlines in the next 
12 months. So without fur-
ther ado, here are our 12 to 
watch in 2012!

#12: Andrew 
Ohanesian, artist

What do a bar, a walk-in 
refrigerator, and a jetway 
have in common?

They’ve all been in art 
exhibits by Bushwick’s 
most inventive artist, An-
drew Ohanesian.

Ohanesian has built 
houses, hallways, and rooms 
inside art galleries to great 
acclaim — and to police con-
sternation. For example, one 
exhibit, featuring a self-serve 
bar built inside a Wyckoff Av-
enue art space,  caught the at-
tention of the 83rd Precinct. 

Look out for his spring 
exhibition, when Ohanesian 
will bring his prefabricated 
brand of trickery to Williams-
burg’s most unusual gallery 
space, a former industrial 
boiler run by Pierogi Gallery 
called The Boiler Room. 

“It’s a lot of work for 
Andrew,” said Famous Ac-
countants’s Kevin Regan, 
who helped Ohanesian in-
stall a jetway from scratch 
inside his Gates Avenue stu-
dio. “I don’t know anybody 
else who does this kind of 
work with such a high level 
of production quality.”

#11:Jami Attenberg, 
author

It will be 10 months before 
this Williamsburg author’s 
new novel hits bookshelves, 
but it’s worth the wait.

Prolifi c author and 
clerk at WORD bookstore 
in Greenpoint Jami Atten-
berg’s fourth book of fi ction, 

“The Middlesteins,” follows 
a family living in a Chicago 
suburb and its overweight 
matriarch who is slowly 
eating herself to death.

It is not a comedy, but it 
is funny. 

“I tried to write it with 
compassion for all the char-
acters,” said Attenberg. “It’s 
sad, but it’s funny very hon-
est.”

But Attenberg’s not just 
a great novelist — she’s 
a journalist, short-story 
writer, magazine proprietor, 
book-slinger, entertaining 
reader, and all-around tal-
ent. So make sure to keep a 
close eye on this one. 

#10:Regina Myer, 
president of the 

Brooklyn Bridge Park 
Corporation

She’s helmed the 1.3-mile 

greenspace since 2007, but in 
early 2012 she’ll be making 
one of her biggest and most 
controversial decisions: se-
lecting a developer for a ho-
tel and luxury condo com-
plex at Pier 1 —  changing 
the $350-million waterfront 
park forever — and the pres-
sure is on. 

Community members 
have long railed against her 
corporation — especially in 
2011 —  over a lack of trans-
parency in park decisions , 
for allegedly scuttling plans 
for a year-round  sports bub-
ble on Pier 5 after it failed to 
attract developers , and for in-
sisting that  high-rises inside 
the park  are the only way to 
fund its massive $16-million 
annual upkeep. 

Indeed, the park is re-
quired by the city and state 
to bankroll its own budget so 

it won’t drain public coffers; 
instead, it will collect mil-
lions in property taxes from 
new development within its 
footprint. 

Watchdogs can only wait 
and see what luxury colos-
sus will shadow the public 
park, and whether the tight-
lipped corporation will seek 
another contractor for the 
much-ballyhooed winter 
recreation center. Maybe the 
private schools will come to 
its rescue after all.

#9:Jed Walentas, 
developer

2012’s the year that the 
crown prince of DUMBO de-
velopment will be checking 

into Williamsburg — for an 
extended stay.

This spring, Two Trees 
Vice President Jed Walen-
tas plans to open a  72-room 
boutique hotel , The Wythe, 
on N. 11th Street.

“We’ve never done this 
before, and it’s a bit of a 
risk,” Walentas told us in 
November.

But if Walentas’s ability 
to rejuvenate a neighbor-
hood from the ground up 
— see DUMBO — is any in-
dication, we’re sure the risk 
will pay off for this “starchi-
tect,” and Williamsburg 
community leaders say The 
Wythe represents a “new 
milestone,” because of the 
caliber of construction.

The hotel will contain a 
spacious rooftop bar with 
Manhattan skyline views 
and a restaurant managed 
by the man behind neighbor-
hood stalwarts Diner and 
Marlow & Sons — meaning 
that the new building won’t 
just cater to out-of-towners.

We’ll be making a reser-
vation there soon.

#8:Walmart
During last year’s 

“11 to watch in 2011,” we told 
everyone to look out for the 
upcoming Gateway II shop-
ping center — because that’s 
where Brooklyn’s fi rst Wal-
mart was expected to open.

Now, we’re telling every-
one to keep an eye out for 
their own street corner: the 
Bentonville Behemoth can 
now open almost anywhere, 
thanks to the company’s 
new, slimmed-down Wal-
mart Express stores, which 
are about the same size as 
a large Key Food or Path-
Mark —  so wherever they 
can go, a Walmart could go .

Walmart won’t say where 
it’s going, but it defi nitely 
has Brooklyn in mind; the 
company’s been throwing 
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By Juliet Linderman

It may be January, but it’s spring in 
Brooklyn Heights — well, in its theater 
scene, anyway.
On January 6, the Heights Players 

Community Theater is bringing the 1920s 
light drama, “Enchanted April,” to its stage to 
ward away Brooklyn’s winter blues — and to 
give theatergoers a production they’ve likely 
never seen before.

“It’s not a farce, it’s not a musical, it’s not 
something our audience has ever seen,” said 
director Susan Montez, who selected the play, 
which is based on a book by British author 

Elizabeth von Arnim, after falling in love 
with the story many years ago. “It’s a bit risky 
for that reason, but the more I see it, the more 
I fall in love with it.”

“Enchanted April” follows four dissimilar 
women who, weary of their lives in post-
World War I Britain and its dreary environs, 
rent a castle and spend the entire month of 
April on the coast of Italy, where their spir-
its — and relationships — are rejuvenated. 
Sound boring? It’s not. 

The play takes place 90 years ago, and the 
costumes are complete with lace and para-
sols, but there are plenty of parallels between 

early 1920s society and the weird, wild world 
we live in today — including war, death, 
depression, financial woes, and anxiety sur-
rounding a rapidly modernizing world.

“It’s depressed economic times, and after 
a war, people are feeling very insecure,” 
Montez explained. “It’s natural to be as con-
trolling as possible, because everyone feels 
so out of control — that’s what these women 
were feeling, and I think people are experi-
encing that now.”

Oh, perk up: just as the four central char-
acters seek refuge in an Italian castle, Montez 
hopes that her production of “Enchanted 

April,” will successfully surprise and delight 
her audience, even those on whom the current 
social and political climate is taking a toll.

“There’s a lot of humor in it, really,” she 
said. “I’m trying to get people to open up 
their minds a little, and the message is beauti-
ful: be thankful for what you’ve got.”

“Enchanted April” at the Heights Players 
Community Theater [26 Willow Pl. between 
Joralemon and State streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 237-2752]. Jan. 6-Jan. 22, 8 
pm. Tickets, $15. For info, visit www.height-
splayers.org.

The Heights Players bring a springtime classic to the stage

‘APRIL’ IN JANUARY

LADIES IN LACE: Alexandra Drori 
and Ilana Labourene get into 
character in the Height’s Players 
rendition of the 1920s light 
drama, “Enchanted April,” which 
opens on Jan. 6. 

Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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KEEP YOUR EYES ON THESE GUYS: (Clockwise from above) An-
drew Ohanesian, Jami Attenberg, Regina Myer, Jeb Walentas.

#
11

#
12

#
10

#
9



3
J

AN. 5-11, 2012, C
OURIER L

IFE

B

K

G

its cash around all year, 
showering several  southern 
Brooklyn non-profi t organi-
zations with donations . 

#7:Patsy Grimaldi, 
pizzaiolo

The original pizzaiolo 
behind Grimaldi’s is back, 
and he’s fanning the fl ames 
of a full-fl edged pizza war 
under the Brooklyn Bridge. 

The 80-year-old pizza king 
will emerge from retirement 
in 2012 to resurrect his old 
parlor on Old Fulton Street 
— with his legendary coal-
fi red oven intact — more 
than a decade after he sold 
Grimaldi’s to Frank Ciolli. 

Grimaldi seized the op-
portunity after his old land-
lord refused to re-sign Ciol-
li’s lease and then invited 
Grimaldi for a comeback. 

But the pizza war is still 
on: Ciolli moved next door to 
 a fl ashier 1 Front St.  on Dec. 
17, and promises to bring 
the same block-long lines of 
tourists waiting for a chewy, 
hyped-up slice. 

#6:Jimmy Kokotas, 
restaurateur

Changes are coming to 
Coney Island in 2012, but 
at least the Boardwalk will 
have some familiar faces. 
Jimmy Kokotas, the owner 
of the legendary Prospect 
Heights eatery Tom’s Restau-
rant, will open an egg cream-
and-burger outpost on the 
Boardwalk in April, joining 
a select group of Brooklyn-
born businesses on the iconic 
seaside walkway. 

The 75-year-old diner’s 
Coney outpost will replace 
Cha Cha’s Bar, one of fi ve 
old-school Boardwalk shops 
that were evicted in Novem-
ber by Central Amusement 
International, the com-
pany that runs Luna Park 
and was tapped by the city 

to turn the People’s Play-
ground into a glitzy, year-
round destination. 

In order to compete with 
Nathan’s Famous, Kokotas’s 
new diner will have to ap-
peal to tourists and Coney’s 
faithful, who’ll be watching 
his fi rst season closely to 
see if he has what it takes to 
make it on the Boardwalk.

#5:Eva Moskowitz, 
founder of Success 

Charter Network
Former city council-

woman Eva Moskowitz 
wants to extend her contro-
versial charter school em-
pire into three Brooklyn 
neighborhoods in 2012. 

Her plan to open the 
Success Charter Network 
schools — which take up 
space in public school build-
ings — irks some parents 
and thrills others. 

Critics say students 
at space-crunched public 
schools — in Cobble Hill, 
Bedford-Stuyvesant and Wil-
liamsburg — shouldn’t have 
to compete for facilities such 
as gyms and cafeterias with 
charter school kids, who are 
chosen via lottery. 

Supporters are simply 
happy to get more good edu-
cation options for free. A 
battle about privatized edu-
cation lies at the core of the 
debate — and so does the fu-
ture of the city’s public school 
system. Moskowitz herself is 
 highly paid, politically con-

nected , and has aspirations 
to become mayor — and 
she has now set her sights 
set on kid-centric Brooklyn 
neighborhoods, where we’ll 
undoubtedly see the confl ict 
unfold in 2012.

#4:Occupy Brooklyn, 
movement

The Occupy Wall Street 
movement came on strong 
at the tail end of 2011 — 
but it  looks like the protest 
might make its way across 
the West River in 2012 .

With the protest’s sym-
bolic home, Zuccotti Park 
in Manhattan, long evacu-
ated, the movement’s center 
of power has spread to the 
boroughs — particularly 
our own — and organizers 
say  big things are on the 
rise this year. 

There are now satellite 
groups working in Bush-

wick, Williamsburg, Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant, Sunset 
Park, Red Hook and East 
New York, and there have 
been rumblings about pro-
testors physically occupying 
particular abandoned build-
ings on the Williamsburg 
waterfront — and that’s just 
their winter plans. 

“One reason for the short 
term occupations now is to 
get ready for the spring,” 
said Corey, an organizer 
working with the nascent 
Occupy movement in Wil-
liamsburg. 

“That’s what we’re all 
building to. People are re-
ally excited for March 2012 
— there are going to be 
many occupations like Zuc-
cotti around the city.”

#3:Linda Sarsour, 
director of 

the Arab American 
Association of New York

She’s been in the public 
eye since joining the group 
nearly 10 years ago — but 
2011 was the year that put 
her on the map as the face 
of a post-Sept. 11 Muslim 
America. The Brooklynite, 
whose parents come from 
Palestine, has had a whirl-
wind year, with dozens of TV 
appearances,  a community 
service award from Presi-
dent Obama  and high-profi le 
stances on everything from 
the  NYPD’s controversial 
Muslim surveillance pro-
gram  to getting  shunned 
by organizers at a Fourth 
of July picnic.  But it is her 
outgoing attitude and ambi-
tion that gets her noticed the 

most — a brash and unapol-
ogetic style that smashes 
Arab women stereotypes. 
Sarsour has even hinted at 
running for offi ce — though 
it likely would not be for an-
other couple of years. 

In 2012, Sarsour plans to 
focus her efforts on rallying 
voters in Bay Ridge and the 
13th Congressional District.

#2:Lew Fidler, 
councilman

The veteran councilman 
is the leading Democratic 
candidate to replace dis-
graced former state Senator 
Carl Kruger this year. Fi-
dler’s been eyeing the seat 
— which covers a swath of 
neighborhoods from Brigh-
ton Beach to Bergen Beach, 
and overlaps with his dis-
trict — since Kruger was in-
dicted in March. Today, Fi-
dler has more than $300,000 
on hand for the race.

Fidler is a popular fi gure 
in the area he’s represented 
since 2002, but must give up 
his council seat at the end of 
next year due to term limits. 
Political insiders say it’s his 
race to lose, but Republicans 
believe the heavily blue-
leaning district is in play 
since Rep. Bob Turner (R–
Sheepshead Bay) won a sur-
prise victory there in 2010 
after Rep. Anthony Weiner 
resigned in disgrace during 
a sexting scandal.

Now that Kruger has 
pled guilty to corruption 
charges, look for Fidler to 
announce his candidacy 
very soon, and spend the 
next few months campaign-

ing against Republican at-
torney David Storobin, his 
likely opponent. 

Gov. Cuomo is expected 
to call a special election to 
fi ll the vacant seat sometime 
in March.

#1:Brooklyn Nets, 
basketball team

Call ’em the Brooklyn 
Nets — fi nally.

The soon-to-be-renamed 
New Jersey Nets are mov-
ing to the Barclays Center 
in Prospect Heights this 
fall after years of hold-ups 
from opponents of devel-
oper Bruce Ratner’s At-
lantic Yards mega-project, 
which includes the arena 
and 16 planned residential 
buildings. 

The $1-billion Barclays 
Center rising on Flatbush 
and Atlantic avenues is 
scheduled to open in late 
September, with a series of 
highly anticipated concerts 
by Nets part-owner and 
rap mogul Jay-Z — there’s 
no doubt that the Marcy 
Houses native’s shows will 
fi ll the 19,000-seat arena. 
Whether or not the Nets 
can do the same is anyone’s 
guess.  

Expect old-school Brook-
lynites who mourned the 
departure of the Boys of 
Summer in 1957 — as well 
as younger ones who’ve 
never heard of Dodger 
greats like Pee Wee Reese 
or Gil Hodges — to fl ock 
to the Barclays Center to 
watch the borough’s fi rst 
big-league sports team in 
two generations. 

BROOKLYN BIGWIGS: (Clockwise from top left) Walmart, the Barclays Center, Occupy Brooklyn, Lew 
Fidler, Linda Sarsour, Eva Moskowitz, Jimmy Kokotas, Patsy Grimaldi.
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Window and Door System More choices. 
More style. 

Inside and out.

Visit our showroom today to see the new A-Series and other energy efficient Andersen® products

1889 Mcdonald Ave | Brooklyn, NY 11223 | (718) 627-6400 | www.brooklynwindow.com
Store Hours: Mon., Tue., Fri., 7:30am. to 5pm. & Thurs., 7:30am. to 7pm. Closed from Dec. 24–Jan. 2. We will reopen on Jan. 3.
*See the Andersen Owner-To-Owner warranty for more details. “Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are registered trademarks of Andersen Corporation. ENERGY STAR is a registered mark owned by the U.S. government. © 2011 
Anderson  Corporation. All rights reserved.

11 Exterior Colors  3 Interior Wood Species 

9 Interior Factory Finishes  Standard & Custom 

Grille Patterns  3 High-Performance® Glass Choices 

20/10 Year Limited Warranty*

Touro College is an equal opportunity institution

Other Professional Opportunities
• Pre-Law • Pre-Medical • Pre-Dental

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS
• DMX—Digital Media Arts
   212.463.0400 x5588

• Desktop and Web Publishing
   718.336.6471 x30119

www.touro.edu/nyscas

ASSOCIATE’S AND
BACHELOR’S DEGREES

• BUSINESS MANAGEMENT AND    

   ADMINISTRATION with concentrations in: 
    Accounting, Finance, Marketing, Management, 
    Information Systems, Office Technology 

• SOCIAL SCIENCES

• PSYCHOLOGY • EDUCATION

• BIOLOGY • PARALEGAL STUDIES

• DIGITAL MULTIMEDIA DESIGN

• LIBERAL ARTS AND SCIENCES

• HUMAN SERVICES • AND MORE
     not all programs can be completed at all sites

NYSCAS
New York School of Career and Applied Studies

a division of TOURO       COLLEGE

MANHATTAN: 212.463.0400 x5500 Midtown
       212.722.1575 x101 Uptown

BROOKLYN: 718.265.6534 x1003
Bensonhurst, Brighton, Flatbush,
Kings Highway, Starrett City, Sunset Park

QUEENS: 718.353.6400 x107 Flushing
             718.520.5107 Forest Hills

NY locations: Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens
Schedules that �t nearly any life situation
Committed, experienced faculty
Attention you deserve
Services: Academic Counseling, Tutoring,
     Financial Aid for those who qualify
          Transfer students welcome!

COME TO ONE OF OUR OPEN HOUSES!
Wednesdays, 10 am-5:30 pm

MIDTOWN: 27-33 West 23rd Street | 212.463.0400 x5500

Wednesdays, 11 am-7 pm
BROOKLYN: 1870 Stillwell Avenue | 718.265.6534 x1003
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61ST PRECINCT
SHEEPSHEAD BAY—MANHATTAN BEACH—GRA-

VESEND—HOMECREST

Machete maniac
A man attacked a woman with a ma-

chete during a Dec. 30 purse grab on Av-
enue S, police say.

The victim said she was nearing Co-
ney Island Avenue at 10:30 pm when the 
suspect attacked, punching her in the 
head and cutting her index fi nger with his 
weapon.

The suspect ran off with the woman’s 
purse, but didn’t get far — cops cornered 
him a short time later, charging him with 
robbery.

Seafood snag
A thief broke into Hania Seafood on 

Gerritsen Avenue on Dec. 30, taking more 
than $25,000 in shrimp and lobster tails.

Workers at the store between Devon 
and Everett avenues said someone cut the 
front locks to the security gates sometime 
after closing at 5:30 pm. The theft wasn’t 
discovered until the next day.

Home raided
A thief broke into a McDonald Avenue 

home on Dec. 28, taking $500 and an as-
sortment of medication.

The 71-year-old homeowner told police 
that he left his home between Quentin 

Road and Kings Highway at 8 am. When 
he returned at 11 pm, he learned that 
someone forced open his side window. 
Whoever did it stood on a bucket — which 
was found outside — in order to get in, po-
lice say.

Airbag swipe
A thug broke into a 2010 Infi niti parked 

on Emmons Avenue on Dec. 27, taking an 
airbag.

The car’s owner left the luxury ve-
hicle sitting near Bedford Avenue at 10 
pm. When he returned to it the following 
morning, the passenger-side window was 
broken and the airbag was gone.

Texting hate
A hate-fi lled goon has been threaten-

ing a Sheepshead Bay resident with anti-
Islamic text messages, police say.

The victim, whose name was not re-
leased, told police that he received several 

texts on his cellphone on Dec. 28, reading, 
“Mohammed married a 9-year-old girl, 
you probably did the same,” and, “You 
Muslims breed like mice, you immigrants 
get out of our country.”

Cops were still trying to track the hate-
texter down by Monday evening.

Tire stab
A goon punctured a 50-year-old wom-

an’s tires while she shopped at an Em-
mons Avenue store on Dec. 29.

The woman had parked her 2011 Mer-
cedes Benz near Ocean Avenue at 5 pm. 
When she returned to her vehicle a half 
hour later, her tires had been defl ated.

Gunning for cash
Police arrested two men who they say 

performed a Dec. 30 gunpoint robbery on 
Moore Place.

The victim said he was approaching 
E. 16th Street at 5:10 pm when the two sus-

pects ran up, put a gun to his head, and 
knocked him to the ground before run-
ning off with his cash.

The thieves fl ed in a gray Nissan Al-
tima, but cops caught up with the duo a 
short time later, charging them with rob-
bery. 

Bailing out
A motorist caught driving recklessly 

along Coney Island Avenue led police on a 
crazed chase on Dec. 29 — then bailed out 
of his vehicle before cops could grab him.

Cops said they saw the 2006 Infi niti 
charging toward Avenue P, nearly hitting 
pedestrians, at about 7:15 pm. 

But when the offi cers fi nally managed 
to pull the wayward motorist over, he 
jumped out of the car and ran off, leaving 
his wheels behind.

Walking right in
A goon with a knife held up a 44-year-

old woman in her Van Sicklen Street 
apartment on Dec. 31.

The victim told police that the suspect 
came to her door near Avenue W just af-
ter midnight, claiming that he lived in an 
upstairs apartment and needed to use the 
bathroom.

A few minutes later, he fl ashed a knife, 
taking several pieces of jewelry from the 
woman before running off.

— Thomas Tracy
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The Family Planning Program
at Coney Island Hospital

Room 9E1, 2601 Ocean Parkway
Toll free: 1(877)CIH-2800

Family Planning Center
Attn:

LANDLORDS

OVER 35
YEARS EXPERIENCE

FREE
718-788-5052

HAGAN, COURY & Associates



7
J

AN. 5-11, 2012, C
OURIER L

IFE

B

K

G

 
 

 

We Gave Out $35 MILLION
In Loans Last Year!

Proudly Serving Brooklyn For Over 75 Years!

9000 4th Avenue  |  Brooklyn, NY 11209
Tel: 718-680-2121

1609 Avenue Z  |  Brooklyn, NY 11235
Tel: 718-934-6809

Open Sat. 9-1pm
www.brfcu.org

NEED
CASH?

You Can Borrow $5,000 For As Little As $150 Per Month

CALL NOW !!!

The deep-pocketed lobbyist accused of bribing dis-
graced state Sen. Carl Kruger was expected to plead 
guilty to bribery charges in Manhattan federal court 
this week — making him the latest to face prison time in 
the bribery conspiracy case that ended Kruger’s politi-
cal career.

Richard Lipsky’s plea would come just two weeks af-
ter Kruger resigned from the Senate and pleaded guilty to 
corruption charges. Kruger faces up to 50 years in prison 
when he is sentenced in April by Judge Jed S. Rakoff.

Another of his co-defendants, Robert Aquino, the 
former chief executive offi cer of Parkway Hospital in 
Queens, pleaded guilty this week, leaving just one defen-
dant facing trial.

It was not clear what charges Lipsky and Aquino 
would plead guilty to. Lawyers for the two men declined 
to comment, as did a spokeswoman for the United States 
attorney’s offi ce in Manhattan, which is prosecuting the 
case.

Lipsky, who is in his 60s, has long portrayed himself 
as an advocate for the underdog and had been a frequent 
presence in City Hall and in the State Capitol in Albany, 
the New York Times noted. 

But in March, federal prosecutors charged that he 
had been siphoning fees to Kruger in return for the leg-
islator taking offi cial actions on issues for which Lipsky 
had been paid to lobby.

Between November 2007 and June 2010, Lipsky di-
rected about $260,000 of his lobbying fees to two shell 
companies linked to Kruger, prosecutors claim.

Prosecutors said more than $100,000 in cash was 

found in a safe in his home after his arrest, and some 
$4,000 in crisp bills was in his suit pocket.

“Kruger’s offi cial actions included sponsoring and 
supporting legislation, lobbying other elected offi cials 
and directing state monies for the benefi t of Lipsky and 
his clients,” the complaint said.

Lipsky’s clients included a Bronx beverage distribu-
tor, a supermarket retailer, and a real estate developer 
that has since been identifi ed as Forest City Ratner. None 
of the clients were accused of any wrong doing.

Aquino was also charged in a bribery conspiracy in-
volving  Kruger.

Lawsuit: Don’t forget Asian voters
Four Asian-American voters went to court on Dec. 29, 

urging a Brooklyn federal court judge to adopt a redis-
tricting plan that provides Asian Americans with equal 
representation in New York.

In the suit, fi led by the Asian American Legal De-
fense and Education Fund, the plaintiffs — which in-
cludes Steve Chung, a Marine Park resident who is 
president of the United Chinese Association of Brook-
lyn — claim that it’s high time for an Asian-American 
political structure and feels that political deals and in-
accurate statistics from the 2010 U.S. census may dam-
age the redistricting process if the courts don’t inter-
vene.

Over the past decade, the Asian-American popula-
tion in New York has grown dramatically to almost 1.5 
million, or 7.3 percent of the state, plaintiffs claim. In 
New York City alone, the Asian-American population 
increased 32 percent to more than one million. 

“The current political maps — drawn a decade ago 
— do not take into account this growth, leaving Asian 
Americans severely underrepresented,” Glenn D. Mag-
pantay, director of Asian American Legal Defense and 
Education Fund’s Democracy Program, told reporters. 

The New York State Legislative Task Force on De-
mographic Research and Reapportionment and the 
New York State Legislature, the two entities charged 
with redrawing district lines, have not released new 
maps in time for the 2012 primaries. 

The Asian American Legal Defense and Education 
Fund demands that an independent party or “Special 
Master” be appointed to redraw districts immedi-
ately.

Kruger crony, tied to Ratner, heads to court
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BY DANIEL BUSH
More than a dozen fear-

less souls plunged into 
the chilly Brighton Beach 
waters on Sunday to par-
ticipate in a bracing New 
Year’s Day tradition — and 
honor the larger-than-life 
showman who made a win-
tertime dip in the Atlantic 
Ocean seem easy.

Members of the Ice 
Breakers Winter Ocean 
Swimmers say they dove 
into the water on Jan. 1 just 
as Rabbi Abraham Abra-
ham — the mustachioed, 
muscle-bound, 77-year-old 
Coney Island legend who 
founded the group — would 
have. Abraham, who regu-
larly braved the ocean’s off-
season temperatures,  died 
of bone cancer  last May.

“Even though he’s not 
here with us physically, 
he’s here with us spiritu-
ally,” said Paul Sternblitz, 
who joined in an informal 
seaside service for Abra-
ham, before dunking into 
the 45-degree waves to do a 
few laps.

The Coney Island celeb-
rity, whose real name was 
Abraham Navitsky, wasn’t 
a practicing rabbi with a 
congregation, though he of-
ten said that the beach was 
his synagogue. 

But Abraham was more 
famous for his whacky feats 
— like living inside of an ice 
block igloo he built near the 
Boardwalk for 110 hours. 
His fl owing white beard 
and outgoing personality 
also made him stand out in 
a crowd, friends said. 

Abraham started the Ice 
Breakers in the early 1990s 
after he was pushed out of 
the Coney Island Polar Bear 
Club — a much larger win-
ter swimming organization 
dedicated to raising money 
for charity. Abraham’s fans 
say that Polar Bears booted 
Abraham from their club 
because they felt the dimin-
utive showman with bulg-
ing biceps had become a 
distracting presence.

Abraham’s name wasn’t 
mentioned several blocks 
west, where the Coney Is-
land Polar Bears held its an-
nual New Year’s swim. The 
club brought 3,000 swim-
mers to beach, the most in 
the organization’s 109-year 
history, but many said the 
weather played an impor-
tant role in this milestone 
— temperatures were hov-
ering in the low 40s all day. 

Greenpoint resident and 
Coney Island Polar Bear 
Club member Ted New-
mann said the balmy win-
tertime temperatures made 
the swim much more plea-
surable.

“The water was fresh 
and clear,” he said. “It was 

beautiful.”
The Coney Island Polar 

Bears raised approximately 
$50,000 for Camp Sunshine, 
a retreat in Maine for chil-
dren with life-threatening 
illnesses, on New Year’s 
Day, club president Dennis 
Thomas explained.

Brave Coney swimmers 
brr-ring in the New Year

ALL-TIME HIGH: The 3,000 swimmers who took part in the fun more than doubled last year’s turnout. Photos by Paul Martinka

LIKE FATHER, LIKE SON: May-
er Navitsky holds up a picture 
of his father, Rabbi Abraham 
Abraham, the Coney Island 
legend and winter swimmer ex-
traordinaire who passed away 
last May.

IN AND OUT: Most swimmers only last a few seconds in the 45-de-
gree water.

FRIENDS DON’T LET FRIENDS GET FROST BITE: A quintet of 
bikini-clad beauties kept each other warm.
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Make An Impression With Your Smile
We treat children, teens, and adults. 

All phases of Family Dentistry performed in our office. 
Now accepting new patients.

CALL US TODAY FOR A CONVENIENT APPOINTMENT

Laser, Cosmetic, and Comprehensive Dentistry

1122 Avenue P (1 Block East Of Coney Island Ave.)

Telephone:  • Fax: 

Strict Sterilization Techniques

 1-718-339-78781-718-339-7878
A Good Plumber Inc.

Phone: 718-648-6838 718-646-4659

NYC Licensed Master Plumber #1948

When You Need A Good Plumber…Call Us!

718-648-6838

A Good Plumber Inc., with over 20 years of experience 
in the plumbing and heating industry has built our reputation 

on recommendations.    
     That reputation has grown due to our reliable, honest 

and affordable service. Honesty means never recommending 
work that is unnecessary and giving you an accurate price 

before we do the work…no hidden fees.
At A Good Plumber Inc., we believe customer service 

is about exceeding 
the customer’s expectations before, during, 

and after the job!

Our Professionally Trained, Clean and 
Courteous Staff Can Handle:

Why Choose
“A Good Plumber”?

$25 Off 
Any

Plumbing Job 
With This Ad

Cannot be combined with 
any other offer.

 CLOSE TO HOME
  Your Neighborhood Dialysis Center

DYKER HEIGHTS 
DIALYSIS CENTER
Medical Director:
Henry Lipner, M.D. • 718-648-0101
1435 86th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11228
718-256-5800
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Zigun’s fl edgling freak show 
was forced to vacate Coney Island 
USA’s original Boardwalk store-
front back in 1995 when the land-
lord wouldn’t renew his lease. He 
ultimately moved Coney Island 
USA into Child’s Restaurant — 
which is next door to Denny’s — 
and bought the landmarked build-
ing, which is about a block away 
from Central Amusement Interna-
tional’s infl uence, in 2007.

A gyro stand took over the 
space Zigun vacated, but — in an 
ironic twist — Central Amuse-
ment International unceremoni-
ously booted the eatery and four 
other businesses from the Board-
walk last month, killing some of 
the area’s offbeat charm in the 
process. 

Despite these changes, Denny 
Corine said his decision to sell his 
sweet shop to Zigun in November 
had nothing to do with Coney Is-
land’s controversial rebirth.

“I got tired of doing the same 
thing for so many years,” Corine 
said. “Nothing lasts forever.”

Zigun said that Denny’s — 
which has been selling funnel cake 
and its original ice cream fl avors 
to beachgoers since 1978 — will 
continue to serve confections for 
another year before closing next 

September. The space will start 
to host some arts performances, 
fi lm screenings and private par-
ties currently being held at Coney 
Island USA’s museum in 2013. 

Yet his dream of building a 

multi-story arts center may not 
be realized for some time, he ex-
plained.

“It’s something we’re planning 
to do maybe 15 years from now,” 
Zigun said. 

Continued from cover

Carnies

Dick Zigun’s arts organization Coney Island USA is taking over a longtime ice 
cream store on Surf Avenue. Photo by Bess Adler

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability compa- 
ny (LLC). Name: HARRY  
FELLOWS PHOTOGRA- 
PHY LLC. Articles of Or- 
ganization filed with Sec- 
retary of State of New  
York (SSNY) on  
08/12/2011. Office loca- 
tion: Kings County. SSNY  
designated as agent of  
LLC upon whom process  
against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail copy of  
process to: THE LLC 63  
N. 3RD ST. #402  
BROOKLYN NY 11211

THE ONE TWENTY TWO  
AGENCY, LIMITED  
LIABILITY COMPANY, a  
domestic LLC, Arts. of  
Org. filed with the SSNY  
on 6/30/11. Office loca- 
tion: Kings County.  SSNY  
is designated as agent  
upon whom process  
against the LLC may be  
served.  SSNY shall mail  
process to: The LLC, 221  
Van Brunt St, Ste. 2A,  
Brooklyn, NY 11231.  
General Purposes.

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability compa- 
ny (LLC). Name: SUGAR  
BRITCHES, LLC. Articles  
of Organization filed with  
Secretary of State of New  
York (SSNY) on  
08/17/2011. Office loca- 
tion: Kings County. SSNY  
designated as agent of  
LLC upon whom process  
against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail copy of  
process to: BENJAMIN J.  
COOPER 25 W. PROS- 
PECT AVE. REPUBLIC  
BLDG., SUITE 1400  
CLEVELAND, OH 44115.  
Purpose: any lawful pur- 
pose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

SG CLIFTON LLC Art. Of  
Org, Filed Sec. Of State  
of NY 11/10/2011. Off.  
Loc.: Kings Co. SSNY  
designated as agent  
upon whom process  
against it may be served.  
SSNY to mail copy of pro- 
cess to  THE LLC C/O,  
Victor Gartenstein, P.C.,  
3711 Shore Parkway, PO  
Box 350179, Brooklyn,  
NY 11235. Purpose: Any  
lawful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

 
 
 
 
 

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability compa- 
ny (LLC). Name: HARRY  
FELLOWS PHOTOGRA- 
PHY LLC. Articles of Or- 
ganization filed with Sec- 
retary of State of New  
York (SSNY) on  
08/12/2011. Office loca- 
tion: Kings County. SSNY  
designated as agent of  
LLC upon whom process  
against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail copy of  
process to: THE LLC 63  
N. 3RD ST. #402  
BROOKLYN, NY 11211.  
Purpose: any lawful pur- 
pose.

LEGAL NOTICE

Purchase These Vouchers

Exclusively AT:
www.BoroDeal.com

$17.00
FOR A MANICURE AND PEDICURE

REGULAR PRICE $35

Visit www.BoroDeal.com to
purchase certifi cate.

Close your eyes, kick up your feet, and let the 
pampering begin. With today’s deals from Studio 
19 Salon & Spa, you can treat yourself to a variety 
of beauty services. Click “Buy Now” and pay $17 
for a manicure and pedicure, a $35 value. $27 gets 
you a cut, condition, and style, a $55 value. And 
$37 buys a 50-minute Swedish massage, a $75 
value.

Studio 19 wants to pamper you body, mind, 
and soul. Their staff is full of trained professionals 
who can help you unwind and look great. Go for 
a soothing 50-minute Swedish massage to relieve 
your muscle aches and pains. Or have one of their 
professional stylists work their magic on your tresses 
with a hydrating conditioning treatment, a chic cut, 
and a fabulous style. You can also indulge in a man-
icure and pedicure.

Take some time for yourself with today’s deals 
from Studio 19 Salon & Spa

1610 E 19th St
Brooklyn NY, 11223

UP TO 51% OFF AT 
Studio 19 Salon & Spa

STUDIO 19
Salon & Spa

LEGAL NOTICE

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C today

5
ublications

TO ADVERTISE 
CALL

 718-260-2555

ADVERTISE YOUR
CAR

REACH OVER 

1 MILLION 
PEOPLE ACROSS 
NYC TODAY WITH
33 COMMUNITY
NEWSPAPERS

REACH OVER 

AR

ONLY 
$39

*5 line ad for private parties, 1 print 
insertion in all CNG publications
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Proudly 
Introducing 

Call for Your Private Tour
1-866-769-1006

www.TheWaterfordOnTheBay.com

Five star luxury • First class care • Affordably yours

2900 Bragg Street, Brooklyn, New York 11235
(off Emmons Avenue)  

admissions@thewaterfordonthebay.com
1-866-769-1006

718-891-8400 • Fax (718) 568-3383

First class amenities & services converge with an 
upscale hotel ambiance, to deliver senior living on 
a par of its own on Brooklyn’s premier waterfront.

• Luxurious Waterfront Suites
• Affordable Pricing
• Five Star Amenities
• Fine Dining
• Personal Care Services –

Waterford Wellness Program
• On-site Physical, Occupational 

& Speech Therapy

THE WATERFORD ON THE BAY
has taken Senior Living to a 
new dynamic level to positively reflect 
the optimism of our population!

YOUR ONE-STOP
SERVICE

CENTER

WE SERVICE & INSTALL

90 DAY
GUARANTEE
ON  LABOR & PARTS

INSTALLED BY US

FREE
HOUSE CALL

WITH ANY REPAIR

B&R Electronics & AC Service
 2577 E. 27th Street
     Brooklyn, NY

www.TVRepairsBrooklyn.com

718-743-2407

OVER 35 YEARS
EXPEIENCE

LCD & PLASMA
TUBE TV’SCOMPUTER & CAMCORDER

VIDEO EQUIPMENT

AIR CONDITIONERS

C & AS A
PUTER & CAMCORDER

NNERS

FREE
ESTIMATES

ON ALL
CARRY-IN UNITS

Serving 
All of Brooklyn

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

In Our Hands, K-9 Kastle, Sean Casey Animal Rescue & North Shore  
Animal League America

A Cooperative Adoption Program of  
North Shore Animal League America

AnimalLeague.org
1.877.4.SAVE.PET

gg

ADOPT A PET
TD BANK
205 Montague Street  Brooklyn, NY
FRI JAN 6  12 noon - 6PM

PETCO
1610 Avenue Y at 17th Street  Brooklyn, NY
SAT JAN 7  12 noon - 5PM

ANIMAL KIND VETERINARY  
HOSPITAL
365 7th Avenue  Brooklyn, NY
THUR JAN 5  12 noon - 6PM
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To the editor,
Patricia Levine likes what your col-

umnists — Stanley Gershbein (“It’s Only 
My Opinion”) and Shavana Abruzzo (“A 
Britisher’s View”) — say (“Courier writ-
ers tell it like it is,” Letters to the Editor, 
Dec. 16).

Gershbein attacks liberalism, which 
gave us Social Security, Medicare, Medic-
aid, unemployment insurance, compris-
ing a safety net. All of us will need one 
or another of these sometime during our 
lives. Abruzzo keeps attacking Muslims 
and their mosques. 

Jews, Irish and other groups were vic-
tims of hatred and discrimination. Now 
they discriminate against Muslims. There 
are thousands of Muslims in the city, and 
mosques in various boroughs. Are bombs 
exploding all over the city? I don’t think 
so. The Muslims are already in the Sheep-
shead Bay area, they just want a place to 
pray, like other groups have.

In another column, Abruzzo says to the 
Brooklyn Museum, “Hey, Museum, show 
Muslim art,” (Dec. 1. 2011). The Brooklyn 
Museum has a large hall of historic and 
beautiful Islamic art. This is an ancient 
and interesting culture. 

She’s also said, “thank God for Chris-
tianity.” Christians have been persecut-
ing Jews for centuries. Christians killed 
six million Jews in the Holocaust. Should 
we thank God for that?
 Jerome Frank
 Coney Island

Shucks, Chuck!
To the editor,
Sen. Charles Schumer (D) is the per-

sonifi cation of the “nanny state.” 
His latest cause is requesting that the 

Transportation Security Administration 
hire “passenger advocates” at hundreds 
of airports around the nation to assist 
those who may have problems with air-
port security. A handful of people each 
day may have problems, while millions 
of other Americans put up with this in-
convenience in the name of our national 
security.

Schumer, as usual, never mentioned 
how many millions of dollars will have to 
be found to pay for training and reassign-
ing hundreds of employees. The next step 
will be to hire hundreds more who can 
speak foreign languages.

Voters need a “taxpayer advocate” as-
signed to Schumer around the clock, con-
sidering the frequency of his standard 
Sunday news conferences, and introduc-
tion of congressional bills which continue 
to pick our pockets for even more money 
to fund his many useless proposals.

A $15 trillion long-term debt at $48,000 
per citizen — or $134,000 per taxpayer — 
proves that we have suffered enough!
 Larry Penner

Great Neck, N.Y.
.

Corrupt clubhouses
To the editor,

Unfortunately, the political corruption 
exemplifi ed by ex-state Sen. Carl Kruger 
and many others in New York is far from 
ending. 

What obviously is needed is for the 
FBI to investigate the political clubhouses 
and bosses that allow people like Kruger 
to remain in offi ce, gain power, and con-
tinually recycle “good old boys” as candi-
dates, so that ethically questionable-types 
remain in offi ce. 

The Occupy Wall Street movement 
should consider picketing these club-
houses, as well as the real estate develop-
ers who provide their major funding for 
their candidates, and who may be as cor-
rupt as some Wall Street bankers.
 Ed Jaworski
 The writer is president of the Madison-

Marine-Homecrest Civic Association.

Bam’s sham
To the editor,

President Obama has been accused of 
many things since he took offi ce. Some 
are hard to believe, some are just ridicu-
lous, but if I didn’t see it with my own eyes 
I would never have believed it! I’m talking 
about the kid whose fi ngers he bit. I would 
expect that behavior from Joe Biden or 
Nancy Pelosi, but not our president!

That little kid was tough — he didn’t 
even cry like the House Speaker John 
Boehner!
 Bob Bach
 Bay Ridge

Bill’s slumlords
To the editor,

Nice to see that Public Advocate Bill 
DeBlasio posted the 10 worst kept build-
ings and the 10 worst landlords. 

What is going to be done with these 
renegade owners? The problem is that 

next June they will automatically get 
their rent increases under rent stabiliza-
tion. 

I have suggested over and over that 
any landlord who has a violation in his or 
her building be denied any such increase 
until the violation is fi xed. At that point, 
the increase in rent should NOT be retro-
active.

We have allowed landlords to get away 
with murder in this city. Some of the 
buildings shown, and others, look like 
places you would fi nd in a third world 
country. Why aren’t inspections made of 
these death traps?

Landlords must be made to open their 
books when it comes to increasing the 
rents. We cannot continue to allow these 
automatic increases. Obviously, condi-
tions do not improve with higher rents.
 Ed Greenspan
 Sheepshead Bay

Brit’s Muslim ‘truth’
To the editor,

Haydar Elawad (“‘Forgive’ Shav, ‘Al-
lah,” Letters to the Editor, Dec. 29), ex-
actly what apalled you about what Sha-
vana Abruzzo wrote (“New Yorkstan? 
Don’t rule it out,” A Britisher’s View, 
June 22, 2010)? She writes the truth.

There are many of you all around us. 
There is no denying your presence. You 
are the elephant in the room because 
some misguided people feel that we are 
supposed to tiptoe around Muslims — no 
matter what we feel — and never say any-
thing untoward about them. 

Most Americans my age feel the pain 
and uncertainty which Muslims have 
imposed on us and our country. The con-
stant threats from Muslims all over the 
world are the problem. 

We will not rejoice over mosques that 
are trying to be — or being — built in 
small neighborhoods where there is no 
parking. The sounds that come from a 
mosque are foreign and disturbing. Why 
should we be wakened or disturbed at all 
hours of the day or night? Don’t Muslims 
wear watches? Nor would we rejoice over 
a church or synagogue being built under 
these circumstances. As for building at or 
near the World Trade Center, if you don’t 
understand that sentiment, then you are 
part of the problem.

You seem like a decent, if misguided, 
person, and I’ll tell you the same thing I 
told a Muslim gentleman I was speaking 
with recently. I am 66 years old and be-
cause of Muslims, on Sept. 11, 2001, my en-
tire world was turned upside down. Then, 
I learned that Muslim terrorists had been 
doing this to us for years (just Google 
Muslim terrorist activities against the 

United States to see what I mean). 
Those born after that horrible day 

may be able to move past these types of 
feelings, but those of us who were here 
— and shocked into a horrible reality on 
that awful Tuesday — will never forget. 
I, myself, was at the World Trade Center 
on that day. I went into shock at seeing 
the second plane explode into the South 
building, and was rescued by a police offi -
cer. If she had not seen my frozen form on 
that bus, I would be dead now!

We can live with you among us. We 
can be friendly with you, but we can 
never forget what Muslims did to us on 
that day. Never. 

And all the complaining from Mus-
lims about everythig under the sun just 
ticks us off even more. You’re living in my 
country — the greatest one in the world! 

Why do Muslims keep trying to shut 
us up? We can’t speak our minds? Well, 
you are not going to shut us up. We will 
continue to speak our minds. 

You may come from a brutal society, 
but we didn’t and your brutal society 
is trying to inch up on us daily. We will 
never accept it. 

Hopefully, we can prevent being over-
taken, which seems to be the goal of Mus-
lims. For me, the good news is it won’t 
happen in my time. What happens to this 
country going forward depends on the 
young.

And, instead of asking your god to for-
give Shavana (you have some nerve!), how 
about asking him to forgive the Muslims 
who did this to us and turn their paths to 
good, huh? How about asking the trouble-
making Muslims to knock it off, and just 
to live and let live? 

And you, Haydar Elawad, how about 
just going to your home, closing the door, 
stop complaining and thank God that you 
live in the United States of America!
 Diane Hunt
 Bay Ridge

Full of Mitt
To the editor,

Mitt Romney is making a big deal 
about President Obama not leaving any 
troops in Iraq. He’s angry that as soon as 
Obama withdrew the troops, the bomb-
ings increased. 

Perhaps he should check the bills that 
President Bush signed just before he left 
offi ce in 2009. Bush signed a bill that man-
dated the U.S. be completely out of Iraq by 
the end of 2011. Obama was just following 
the bill. 

That’s what Romney gets for missing 
Congressional sessions!
 Ronald Cohen
 Sheepshead Bay

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
Letters to the Editor should be ad-
dressed to Vince DiMiceli, Editor, Cou-
rier Life Publications, 1 MetroTech Cen-
ter North, Brooklyn, New York 11201, or 
sent via e-mail to editorial@cnglocal.
com. All letters MUST be signed and 
the individual’s verifi able address and 
telephone number included (though ad-
dress and telephone number will NOT be 
published). No unsigned letters can be 
accepted for publication. The editor re-
serves the right to edit all submissions 
which become the property of Courier 
Life Publications.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Shavana and Stan wrong to attack others
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The title above of my 
column is It’s Only My 
Opinion, and last week 

I offered my opinion on some 
of the best quotes of last year. 
In the interest of space, I 
pared my list down. But now 
I am looking at several bonus 
quotes that are informative, 
entertaining, and sure to 
stimulate conversation when 
it slows down at your next 
cocktail party

• “To save money, the 
Postal Service announced the 
end of next-day service. That’s 
a good way to get people to 
come back, isn’t it? Make your 
service even slower that it al-
ready is.” There’s a rumor go-
ing around that Jay Leno no 
longer receives his mail.

• “I did not sext.” Those 
four words — the shortest 
quote on my list — received 
an awful lot of ink and air-
time. The very popular con-
gressman who said it was 
loved by his constituents and 
would still be in offi ce today 
if not for Charlie and Nancy. 
Their encouragement for him 
to resign cost the Democrats 
another seat in the House. 

• “Sometimes you’re the 
pigeon, sometimes you’re the 
statue.” This is an old one 
that keeps coming back. I 
heard it several times this 
year, just like this one, which 
is a lot older and repeated 
more so in 2011: “The democ-
racy will cease to exist when 
you take away from those who 
are willing to work and give to 
those who would not.”

• “Every single time we ar-
rest a state senator or assem-
blyman, it should be a jar-
ring wake-up call. Instead, 
it seems that no matter how 
many times the alarm goes 
off, Albany just hits the snooze 
button.” I read that one early 
in 2011 and I’m convinced 
that it should be inscribed on 
the wall of the Red Room in 
the state capitol.

• “We don’t have to teach 
America to be anti-union. The 
thugs in Wisconsin are doing 
that.” I laughed when I read 
this one, and I don’t know of 
any demonstration anywhere 
in the United States that 
caused as much damage.

• “There’s a Mr. Nobel out 
here. He says you have some-
thing of his and he wants it 
back.” That was the caption 
to a political cartoon. Can 

you guess who was in the 
cartoon? 

• “A simple way to take 
measure of a country is to 
look at how many want in … 
and how many want out.” You 
cannot argue with no matter 
how hard you try.

• “Racial profi ling is good 
police work!” Oh, come on al-
ready. It is good police work. 
If the crime is committed 
by a short brunette female, 
why bother to question a tall 
blonde?

• “Somewhere out there, 
the devil is dancing tonight.” 
This one was the topic of 
many discussions. Why was 
it said?

• “We don’t need new taxes. 
We need new taxpayers.” 
True, but those sitting on the 
left side of the room will ar-
gue that we need both.

I fi nish with a quote from 
a letter to the editor of this 
newspaper. In her commu-
nication Patricia Levine 
wrote:

“Shavana Abruzzo and 
Stanley Gershbein never fail 
to give thanks to our brave 
military and veterans who 
have defended our way of 
life in this greatest nation on 
earth.” 

Most people take the time 
to write only when they dis-
agree. Some of them are just 
plain old nasty and rude. 
Ronald Reagan said, “You 
can disagree without being 
disagreeable.” I am StanG-
ershbein@Bellsouth.net 
sending you, Ms. Levine, a 
great big thank you for being 
nice.

Disco was in full swing in 1977, 
when everyone that was any-
one knew how to do the Hus-

tle, “Saturday Night Fever,” was the 
number-one movie, and my friend 
and dancing partner Ronnie wanted 
to be the next Tony Manero. We were 
both hell-bent on learning ballroom 
dancing, and our dance of choice was 
the merengue. We were going to set 
the dance fl oor afi re in triple time!

Every Friday and Saturday night 
found the two of us one, two, threeing 
across the lighted fl oor at Revelations 
in Bay Ridge, where there was either a 
live band or a DJ setting the tone. On 
one particular night as we stepped, 
swirled, and dipped just like Carmen 
Miranda (minus the fruit) and Caeser 
Romero (minus his Joker make-up), 
Ronnie fl ung me a bit too zealously 
into a spin. As I twirled on my platform 
shoes, my ankle strap broke, I lost my 
balance and slid right into the drum-
mers’ big bass. With what little grace 
I could muster, I stood up, straight-
ened up my black satin jump suit 
and grabbed Ronnie’s hand, heading 
straight for the door. The trauma was 
so great, I never merengued again. 

Almost 40 years have passed and 
that memory still causes my palms to 
sweat and my heart to go pitter-patter 
in a very unpleasant way. So why do I 
bring this up?

As Bob and I celebrated New 
Year’s Eve with the Battaglia family 
this weekend, Diana declared that we 
were going to learn the merengue af-
ter the clock struck midnight. Before 
the words left her lips, I started to hy-
perventilate. This time, I imagined 
myself twirling through their Christ-
mas tree and becoming entangled in 
the lights, ornaments, and tinsel in-
stead of smack dab in the middle of 
a drum set.

I declined the lesson.

But a funny thing happened — 
maybe it was the wine … or the cham-
pagne — as I watched them one, two, 
and threeing early on Jan. 1. I real-
ized how much I missed the music 
and the dance.

So I decided right then and there, 
that this merenguephobia is ridicu-
lous and that it is time for it to go the 
way of the satin leisure suit. The time 
had come for me to fi nally give up the 
ghost and start enjoying the meren-
gue once again. My fi rst resolution 
for 2012 was born.

So here it is folks, my promise 
for the new year, I will no longer be 
afraid of the merengue— I will em-
brace my inner Miranda and enjoy 
watching ballroom dancing without 
having a panic attack. To achieve 
this goal, I will faithfully sit on the 
couch and enjoy the new season of 
Dancing With The Stars, no matter 
who they have on.

Now, all I have left to do is get up 
the nerve to dance it again and get 
Bob’s white suit cleaned and pressed. 
Not for Nuthin™, but Tony Manero 
has nothing on my hubby Bob. 

Sending out many thanks to the 
whole crew, Diana, Drew, Carol, 
JoAnn, Tommy, Doreen and Eddy, for 
making another heck of a memorable 
New Year’s Eve.

Jdelbuono@cnglocal.com

Police work is tough go-
ing, and law enforcers 
must resort to creative 

measures — including decep-
tive sting jobs — to remain a 
step ahead of criminals. But 
when cops entrap innocent 
people by randomly accost-
ing them on the street, it’s 
time to draw the blue line between 
law and disorder.

Dyker Heights resident Robert 
Tester, 19, began the holiday season 
by spending more than a day holed 
up behind bars last month after un-
dercover cops arrested him in a city-
wide sting. The college freshman told 
this newspaper that he was tricked 
into buying an iPhone by an under-
cover cop posing as a street peddler, 
who jerked the teen’s heartstrings 
with a tale of woe about his allegedly 
impoverished family. When Tester 
agreed to buy the phone for $20 — re-
luctantly out of sympathy, he says — 
he was swiftly arrested and whisked 
off to jail. He plans to sue the city for 
damages — with good reason.

Tester’s case questions the legali-
ties of sting busts when they coerce 
unsuspicious and unsuspecting pe-
destrians into committing a crime. 
There are enough real criminals in 
this city without cops inventing fake 

ones to burden an already clogged ju-
dicial system, while unnecessarily 
taking the “sting” out of an impor-
tant policing technique. 

Cops have used artful ruses to 
nail dangerous offenders for as long 
as law enforcement has existed. In 
18th century England, before there 
was a police force, civilian “thief-
takers” — often criminals them-
selves — worked with authorities to 
capture highway robbers and bring 
them to justice. They became the pre-
cursors for modern-day informants 
and laid the groundwork for today’s 
sting operations — hoaxes in which 
undercover cops or surrogates pro-
vide suspects with an opportunity to 
commit crimes that have been cre-
ated or exploited by police, followed 
by a dramatic “gotcha” arrest.

There is no mistaking their criti-
cal importance. Stings collect vital 
evidence without the hardships of hav-
ing to obtain a criminal’s confession, 
and they avert potential disasters: 

last month, 70 people were ar-
rested, and $7.1 million worth 
of drugs and weapons seized 
after a  year-long undercover 
operation in Washington . In 
Nov. 2010, a Somali-born teen-
ager was arrested in Oregon 
moments before he exploded 
a car bomb at a packed Christ-

mas tree lighting —  thanks to a six-
month sting . The success stories are 
countered by the memorable failures.

Auto designer John DeLorean had 
no criminal record and was facing fi -
nancial ruin when he was  recruited by 
undercover FBI agents in the 1980s  to 
distribute cocaine to save his fl ounder-
ing company. An entrapment defense 
mounted by DeLorean’s lawyers acquit-
ted him of illegal drug traffi cking when 
the jury decided that cops persuaded 
a desperate man to commit an act he 
would not otherwise have considered.

 The U.S. Department of Justice 
says  that “the amount of deception 
police use may vary from none to a 
lot,” depending on the type of crime 
or the purpose of the sting opera-
tion. That’s all fair and good — but 
it should not be wielded at the ex-
pense of lawful civilians whose only 
“crime” is walking down the street 
minding their own business.

 Sabruzzo@cnglocal.com

NOT FOR
NUTHIN’

Joanna DelBuono

A BRITISHER’S
VIEW

Shavana Abruzzo

IT’S ONLY
MY 

OPINION
Stanley P. Gershbein

Joanna dances into the New Year

NYPD’s blue line of entrapmentStan has more 
quotes of the year
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 Our Lady of Guadalupe School
“A Gem of A School”

1518 73rd St., Brooklyn, NY 
72 Street Building 73 Street Building
(718) 331-2070 (718) 236-5587

Catholic Schools.....Faith, Academics and Service

Please visit our website www.olgschool.com or call for a brochure
Accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools

  & 

REGISTRATION  BEGINS
January 29th after CSW Mass

in the 73rd Street Auditorium

I’m madder than old Ebenezer 
Scrooge when that guy with 
the crippled son asked for 

Christmas Eve off over the fact 
that the kids get all the great 
presents on Christmas and the 
Screecher — who’s done more 
than anyone to make this world 
a better place — ends up with 
bupkis. 

And a bad case of agita.
Look, I’ve told you before 

that for years I magically trans-
formed into Santa Claus every 
time the big guy had to make 
an appearance in Brooklyn, 
but couldn’t get here because of 
his busy schedule, or the traf-
fi c in Manhattan. But in recent 
years I’ve had to let guys like my 
nephew but on the boots, on ac-
count of the fact that Santa rides 
around on a sleigh pulled by fl y-
ing reindeer, and not an scooter 
that’s made in China and has to 
be plugged in for eight hours be-
fore you can go anywhere — a de-

vice that Old St. Nick personally 
told me would raise too many eye-
brows from kids who  haven’t read 
that column written in the New 

York Sun so many years ago .
No offense to Tornado, of 

course.
Of course, this Christmas 

Eve, I thoroughly enjoyed the 
feast of the seven (plus!) fi shes 
here in Bensonhurst with my 
family, and let me tell you was it 
ever a feast! There was so much 
food, we couldn’t even get to the 
shrimp! Dinner started at 5 pm 
sharp, and didn’t stop for hours, 
unless you count that little re-
spite we had for those youngsters 
who needed a break because they 
don’t have their 10,000 hours of 
eating in like yours truly.

But I came through like the 
pro that I am (having gotten in 
my 10,000 more than a few years 
ago), and afterward decided to 
take a well-deserved nap at the 
nearest bed, lounge, or couch.

Now the line for the couch 
was too long to wait, and there 
was no lounge to be found, so I 
ended up in bedroom in the back, 

where I quickly dozed off.
But my long winter’s nap 

didn’t last that long, as soon 
heard the type of ruckus out 
front that could only be the ar-
rival of one Kris Kringle.

I rose from my bed to see 
what was the matter, and lo and 
behold I heard the familiar “Ho! 
Ho! Ho!” that for 40 years came 
from my own mouth. To me, see-
ing old St. Nick in all his glory 
brought back visions of Christ-
mas Past.

Now I don’t need to tell you 
that the kids went ballistic, and, 
I also don’t need to tell you that 
they got loaded down with gifts 
— some of which I would have 
loved to receive myself. 

Look, you all know that I be-
lieve just as much in dinosaurs 
as I do in Santa, so when I saw 
my nephews open up a three-foot-
tall, remote-controlled Tyranno-
saurus Rex, I almost spit up that 
pound of baccala I devoured.

His name is Dino, and the 
kids were having a blast with 
him, I wanted to take him home!

Could you imagine the 
ol’Screecher riding down 86th 
Street atop Tornado, snickering 
as he watches the old ladies fl ee-
ing my remote-controlled dino-
saur, which I would have wreak-
ing havoc like Godzilla did 
during Monster Week on Chan-
nel 7’s 4:30 Movie! (Of course, 
nothing scared me more than 
the  intro to the 4:30 Movie ).

But I didn’t get to take home 
my toy, and, as I said in the be-
ginning, all I got for Christmas 
was some heartburn from being 
a bit too over-indulgent.

And, of course, another year 
of great Christmas memories 
with my family.

Still, in case anyone wants 
to get this Santa a very much 
wanted toy, my dinosaur is on 
sale at Toys ’R’ Us for just $75.00. 

Screech at you next week!

BIG
SCREECHER
Carmine Santa Maria

Carmine looks back on Christmas Pasts

For more hyper-local Brooklyn news on your computer, smartphone, or iPad, visit BrooklynDaily.com.
For more hyper-local Brooklyn news on your computer, smartphone, or iPad, visit BrooklynDaily.com.
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BLOW OUT SALE
Everyday Storewide saving from floor to wall

FREE WIFI

Most Major Insurances Accepted

Stephen Finger, M.D. 
718-692-1515

2256 Hendrickson Street 

(1 Block from Kings  Plaza)

VISIT US ON THE WEB AT: www.drfinger.com

Visit our blog: 
thepointingfinger.blogspot.com

REPAIRED 
PAINLESSLY

WHERE CAN
TECHNOLOGY
TAKE YOU?

 

CITY TECHVisit us at: www.cusimanoandrussofuneralhome.com
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 FOCUS ON FOCUS ON Health

More than half of Americans age 65 and 
older will experience cataracts, so many 
assume cataracts are just a sign of aging. 
However, children, young adults and even 
babies can have cataracts.

What are cataracts?
A cataract forms when the lens of the 

eye becomes cloudy. The lens is responsible 
for focusing light onto the retina. The rea-
son for cloudiness could be due to protein 
changes in the lens. With nuclear cataracts, 
the most common kind of cataract, the in-
side of the lens is affected. In cortical cata-
racts, the outside of the lens is affected.

Cataracts grow quite slowly, meaning it 
can be years before they impact vision sig-
nifi cantly. While they are often found in the 
elderly and progress as one ages, babies can 
be born with cataracts (known as congeni-
tal cataracts). Cataracts can be the result of 
steroid use, and younger adults can experi-
ence cataracts from illnesses like diabetes. 
Cataracts may also form in smokers. Re-
search indicates that women are at a higher 
risk for cataracts than men. 

Cataract symptoms
Symptoms of cataracts include blurred 

vision, dulled colors, appearance of halos 
around bright lights at night, and the need 
for brighter light when reading. Symptoms 
of cataracts cannot be remedied with read-
ing glasses or other prescriptions.

Treatment for cataracts
The most common treatment for cata-

racts that cause considerable vision impair-

ment is surgery. A cataract will be removed 
only if it interferes with vision enough to 
prevent a person from driving, reading, or 
doing other essential activities.

An eye surgeon will make a small inci-
sion into the side of the cornea. A probe is 
inserted where ultrasound waves will grad-
ually break up the cloudy cataract. A suc-
tion then removes the pieces.

Recovery time varies among patients but 
could be a week or two. The eye will be cov-
ered with a protective wrap for a few days. 
Eye drops may have to be administered 
daily. Eventually, protective sunglasses 
will block out bright light from the eye. 

Most outcomes of cataract surgery are 
successful. Vision is restored to at least 
20/40, the acceptable level for driving.

Get the facts about cataracts

For those experiencing vision trouble, consult 
with an optometrist to determine if cataracts 
are the cause.

Year after year, personal health 
and fi tness goals are a top New 
Year’s resolution for many Ameri-
cans. Leading a healthier lifestyle 
is a great goal, especially when 
nearly 34 percent of American 
adults are obese, and 20 percent of 
adults qualify as overweight. 

People who are overweight or 
obese have a higher risk for type 
2 diabetes, high blood pressure, 
high cholesterol and triglycerides, 
coronary artery disease, stroke, 
gallstones, and sleep apnea, among 
other conditions. Making a com-
mitment to lose weight can greatly 
benefi t one’s health and lower the 
chances of contracting a chronic 
illness.

To help, New York Methodist 
Hospital’s Comprehensive Weight 
Management Program provides 
weight loss services customized to 
individual health needs and life-
style. 

Recognizing that a multidisci-

plinary approach is the most effec-
tive way to deal with the complexi-
ties of weight loss management, 
program participants receive a 
medical evaluation and may meet 
with a nutritionist, fi tness expert 
and behavior modifi cation special-
ist, and an individualized diet and 
exercise plan is designed. Monthly 
follow-up visits with their weight 
loss “team,” allowing participants 
to monitor their progress.

“Working with a support team 
makes the process of losing weight 
easier,” said Alfred Ba Tun Leong, 
MD, physician in the Park Slope 
hospital’s Weight Management 
Program. “This program is not 
about fi nding a quick fi x or trying 
the latest diet, but rather, work-
ing with each individual patient to 
make long-term lifestyle changes.” 

Leong says there is not one 
simple solution to losing weight. 
In most cases, it takes months or 
years and a combination of fac-

tors to put on weight. Therefore, 
he says, patients should expect to 
address the health and lifestyle is-
sues surrounding weight gain and 
work through them over a period of 
time, with a team of experts in the 
program.

For those who struggle with 
obesity and are not able to lose 
weight through lifestyle changes 
alone, the program offers surgical 
weight reduction, also known as 
bariatric surgery. 

“For morbidly obese patients, 
bariatric surgery is an effective 
way to achieve and maintain signif-
icant weight loss,” said Piotr Gore-
cki, MD, chief of laparoscopic sur-
gery and a specialist in bariatric 
surgery. “Although this procedure 
is not right for everyone, if you are 
more than 100 pounds overweight 
and have been unable to lose and 
maintain a healthy weight in the 
past, bariatric surgery may be a vi-
able option to explore.” 

Methodist is recognized by the 
American Society of Bariatric Sur-
gery as a “Center of Excellence” 
in bariatric surgery, and offers 
monthly seminars open to the pub-
lic with information about the pro-
cedure. 

Childhood obesity is on the rise, 
and families need to learn healthy 
habits before weight gain spirals 
out of control. To help children 
and families, Methodist’s Pediat-
ric Weight Management Program 
provides nutritionally sound di-
etary plans, exercise planning and 
lifestyle changes, which are indi-
vidualized for each child’s specifi c 
needs. Counseling and support is 
provided to increase the chances 
of success in losing weight. While 
eating right during childhood has 
a lot to do with parental guidance, 
in many instances, children still 
have access to unhealthy foods. 
Children need to learn about nutri-
tion and healthy lifestyles so they 

can make some of their own in-
formed choices.

Losing weight and becoming 
healthy can be a challenge, but it 
doesn’t have to be done alone. The 
staff at New York Methodist Hospi-
tal’s Comprehensive Weight Man-
agement Program are there to pro-
vide a healthy support system and 
help patients work towards their 
ultimate health goals. 

New York Methodist Hospital 
[506 Sixth St. between Seventh 
and Eighth avenues in Park Slope, 
(718) 780-3000]. For more, visit 
www.nym.org/.

Ring in the New Year with a healthy resolution 
— and help from New York Methodist Hospital

“On The Move!”
KINGSBROOK
JEWISH MEDICAL CENTER

Major Medical Service 
Expansions Coming  
This Spring...

We’re expanding our Emergency 
Department, modernizing our 
Outpatient Services and expanding
our Adult Day Health Care Program
for a more patient centered 
experience.*

*Funded by generous & competitive grants 
  from the New York State Department of Health.

That’s Advancement

That’s Kingsbrook!

585 Schenectady Avenue | Brooklyn, NY 11203 | 718-604-5000
www.kingsbrook.org

Making Strides
And Advancing!
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Childhood can be an ex-
citing time fi lled with growth 
and change. For youngsters 
experiencing vision trouble, 
childhood can also be a chal-
lenging time. While there 
are many eyesight problems 
that can occur during child-
hood, some are more com-
mon than others.

It can be diffi cult for par-
ents and caregivers to diag-
nose a child’s vision diffi cul-
ties before the child is able to 
communicate successfully. 
That’s why vision ailments 
in younger people may go 
undiscovered until a child 
has reached toddler age or 
enters preschool.

Eyesight conditions can 
hinder children in the class-
room. Many common vision 
problems are easily reme-
died if caught early on.

• Strabismus: Strabismus 
is a condition where a person 
cannot align both eyes prop-
erly. This may cause the eyes 
to cross. According to Stra-
bismus.org, as many as fi ve 
percent of all children have 
some type or degree of stra-
bismus. Strabismus is not a 
condition that children will 
simply outgrow; it requires 
treatment that can help miti-

gate symptoms. With strabis-
mus, the misalignment of the 
eyes causes two pictures to 
be sent to the brain. This can 
cause double vision. Eventu-
ally, a child will adapt when 
the brain ignores one image 
and suppresses it, using only 
vision out of one eye.

• Amblyopia: This is the 
medical term for “lazy eye.” 
When children have amblyo-
pia, the brain has a defect that 
prevents it from processing 
the images from both eyes, 
as is the norm. Instead, it pre-
fers images from one eye and 
essentially “turns off” the 
other eye. The lazy eye will 
then fail to offer clear vision. 
Treatment for lazy eye gener-
ally involves putting a patch 
over the strong eye to force 
the lazy eye to work. An op-
tometrist may also prescribe 
eyeglasses.

• Color blindness: Color 
blindness is more accurately 
called color vision defi ciency. 
It is very rare for a person to 
be completely blind to any 
type of color and see only in 
black and white. Rather, color 
blindness is often a condition 
of having diffi culty discern-
ing between different shades 
of colors. There may be de-

fi ciencies in different hues, 
especially red and green. 
Scientifi c data indicates that 
males are more inclined to-
ward color blindness.

• Conjunctivitis: Children 
are exposed to all different 
types of germs in a typical 
school setting. Conjuncti-
vitis, commonly known as 
pink eye, is an infl amma-
tion of the conjunctiva or 
the clear mucous membrane 

that covers the eyeball. Con-
junctivitis can be contagious 
and noncontagious depend-
ing on the cause. Pink eye 
caused by an allergic reac-
tion or from irritation by a 
foreign object in the eye is 
not contagious, but when it 
is the result of a virus or bac-
teria, it can be quite conta-
gious. Medicated drops and 
other remedies to lessen the 
irritation of the eye are often 

prescribed.
• Myopia and hyperopia: 

Nearsightedness and far-
sightedness are conditions 
where the eyeball is too long 
or too short for the normal fo-
cusing power of the eye. Im-
ages in the distance or even 
those nearby can appear 
blurred. Corrective lenses 
can help with the problem 
and sometimes fi x it.

Children who are experi-

encing vision problems can 
have their symptoms allevi-
ated quite easily with a trip 
to an optometrist. Prescrip-
tion eyeglasses are often the 
fi rst step in having vision 
trouble corrected.

We fixed that.
Back and Neck Pain Center

506 Sixth Street, Brooklyn • 718-369-BACK • www.nym.org

“I couldn’t pick up
my daughter.”

Back pain can be debilitating, but we can help.
The New York Methodist Back and Neck Pain
Center is dedicated to providing patients with 
the best possible treatment for disorders of the
spine. Using methods that may include physical 
therapy, medication, or even acupuncture, our
team of specialists can help relieve back pain, no
matter how intense.  And if surgery is necessary,
minimally invasive techniques are used whenever
possible—letting you return to what’s really 
important.  Your life.

 FOCUS ON FOCUS ON Health

Maimonides Medical 
Center has a brand new set of 
wheels.

The hospital recently 
added to its ambulance fl eet a 
brand new four-wheel-drive 
vehicle, the fi rst four-wheel-
drive ambulance in the en-
tire city’s 911 Response Sys-
tem.

 The vehicle is a 2011 Ford 
F350 four-wheel-drive Super 
Low Emission ambulance, 
built by Demers Ambulances 
of Canada. The vehicle itself 

won the Journal of EMS 2011 
“Product of the Year” award 
for its design and features.

 “Our new ambulance will 
give fi rst responders greater 
ability to swiftly and safely 
handle 911 assignments dur-
ing inclement weather,” said 
William Howe, NREMT-P, 
CIC, Director of Emergency 
Medical Services. “Maimo-
nides has decided to gradu-
ally switch over to all [four-
wheel-drives] as new vehicles 
are ordered in the future.”

Recognizing and fi xing kids’ eye problems

New four-wheel-drive 
ambulance for Maimonides
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BY SHAVANA ABRUZZO
She was born to be a star!
Gorgeous Greenpoint baby 

girl Monika Sieminska stole the 
spotlight from the ball drop at 
Times Square on Jan. 1 when she 
became one of two infants in the 
city to be born precisely at the 
stroke of midnight. 

Brooklyn’s raven-haired rav-
isher — blissfully unaware that 
she was jockeying with an in-
fant girl from the Bronx for the 
title of Gotham’s fi rst newborn of 
2012 — arrived to plenty of hoo-
tin’ and hollerin’ at Maimonides 
Medical Center where she gently 
tipped the scales at 5-pounds-8 
and embraced her new stardom 
by snoozing peacefully in the 
arms of jubilant mom Monika, 
28, while doting dad Mariusz, 33, 
hovered tenderly over them.

The precious tot is the fi rst 
child for the Polish immigrant 
couple and her awesome arrival 
is to rave for, says the family.

“It’s something special when 
I hold her!” beamed the proud 
mommy.

A few miles away at Kings 
County Hospital Center, Browns-
ville mom-and-dad Shanique 
Hollis and Lamont Greene also 
had reason to pop the cork! They 
rang in the New Year by wel-
coming their 5-pounds-6-ounces 
of cuteness — a baby boy yet to 
be named — as the clock struck 
1:07 am. A half hour later in East 
Flatbush, New Year’s Day festivi-
ties continued in full swing at 
SUNY Downstate Medical Center 
where Crown Heights resident 

Magdala Lataillac had workers 
high-fi ving and fi st-pumping af-
ter she gave birth at 1:58 am to 
the hospital’s fi rst infant of the 
year — a beautiful, bouncing 
boy weighing in at 8-pounds-10, 
named David.

Father Time turned his atten-
tion next to Long Island College 
Hospital in Brooklyn Heights 
where doe-eyed Madison Grace 
Molina made her dazzling, 
10-pounds-4 debut at 3:25 am, 
becoming the year’s fi rst baby 
there, and delivering glad tid-
ings of the season to her thrilled 
parents — mom Melissa and dad 
James.

“My daughter’s birthday will 
always be the most beautiful way 
to ring in the New Year!” said the 

overjoyed mother.
At New York Methodist Hos-

pital in Park Slope, Bensonhurst 
mom-and-dad Richard and Myra 
Moran also received the best gift 
they could ask for: the birth of 
their fi rst child. Dreamy Richard 
Michael Moran was delivered at 
7:42 am, promptly greeting the 
fuss over his festive birth with a 
big burp.

“This was such a great way 
to begin 2012!” extolled the 
mother of her 6-pound-5 bundle 
of awww!

We congratulate all of Brook-
lyn’s 2012 babies, and their moms 
and dads, all of whom received 
gifts from their respective hospi-
tals — and all of whom are doing 
exceedingly well, we’re told.

Thrilled Brownsville parents Shanique Hollis and Lamont Greene hail the ar-
rival of their beautiful, bouncing — and as-yet unnamed — baby boy, who be-
came Kings County Hospital Center’s fi rst newborn of the year when he made 
his grand entrance at 1:07 am. Photo courtesy of Kings County Hospital Center

Happy New Year! Adorable Madison Grace Molina — the fi rst baby of 2012, born at Long Island College Hospital — has 
new fans in proud mom Melissa Motola, doting dad James Molina, and going-gaga grandma Luz Motola. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

GOTHAM’S FIRST 2012 BABY — BORN IN BROOKLYN!

Congratulations to Greenpoint parents Monika and Mariusz Sieminska, who 
rang in the New Year with the birth of their precious baby girl at Maimonides 
Medical Center. Lil’ Monika was one of two babies in the city to be born ex-
actly at the stroke of midnight! Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Crown Heights mom Magdala Lataillac cuddles her New Year’s bundle of joy 
at SUNY Downstate Medical Center, where cherubic David Bissainthe earned 
the title of being the fi rst baby of the year to be born there — at 1:58 am.
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham
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By Juliet Linderman

It may be January, but it’s spring in 
Brooklyn Heights — well, in its theater 
scene, anyway.
On January 6, the Heights Players 

Community Theater is bringing the 1920s 
light drama, “Enchanted April,” to its stage to 
ward away Brooklyn’s winter blues — and to 
give theatergoers a production they’ve likely 
never seen before.

“It’s not a farce, it’s not a musical, it’s not 
something our audience has ever seen,” said 
director Susan Montez, who selected the play, 
which is based on a book by British author 

Elizabeth von Arnim, after falling in love 
with the story many years ago. “It’s a bit risky 
for that reason, but the more I see it, the more 
I fall in love with it.”

“Enchanted April” follows four dissimilar 
women who, weary of their lives in post-
World War I Britain and its dreary environs, 
rent a castle and spend the entire month of 
April on the coast of Italy, where their spir-
its — and relationships — are rejuvenated. 
Sound boring? It’s not. 

The play takes place 90 years ago, and the 
costumes are complete with lace and para-
sols, but there are plenty of parallels between 

early 1920s society and the weird, wild world 
we live in today — including war, death, 
depression, financial woes, and anxiety sur-
rounding a rapidly modernizing world.

“It’s depressed economic times, and after 
a war, people are feeling very insecure,” 
Montez explained. “It’s natural to be as con-
trolling as possible, because everyone feels 
so out of control — that’s what these women 
were feeling, and I think people are experi-
encing that now.”

Oh, perk up: just as the four central char-
acters seek refuge in an Italian castle, Montez 
hopes that her production of “Enchanted 

April,” will successfully surprise and delight 
her audience, even those on whom the current 
social and political climate is taking a toll.

“There’s a lot of humor in it, really,” she 
said. “I’m trying to get people to open up 
their minds a little, and the message is beauti-
ful: be thankful for what you’ve got.”

“Enchanted April” at the Heights Players 
Community Theater [26 Willow Pl. between 
Joralemon and State streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 237-2752]. Jan. 6-Jan. 22, 8 
pm. Tickets, $15. For info, visit www.height-
splayers.org.

The Heights Players bring a springtime classic to the stage

‘APRIL’ IN JANUARY

LADIES IN LACE: Alexandra Drori 
and Ilana Labourene get into 
character in the Height’s Players 
rendition of the 1920s light 
drama, “Enchanted April,” which 
opens on Jan. 6. 

Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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Celebrates Carnevale 2012
Friday Feb. 10th through Tuesday Feb. 21st

15 different items special to Carnevale

Choice of:
Lasagna Carneale

Rigatoni in Vodka Sauce
Pasta Fagioli for Carnevale

Minestra Carnevale

Choice of:
Chicken Carnevale

Veal Rolled in Pancetta
Sausage with Broccoli Rabe

Braised Breast of Pork Napolitano
Roast Stuffed Suckling Pig

Choice of:
Tortoni, Pana Cotta, Sanguinaccio

or Cheese Cake, Coffee or Tea

Continuous Entertainment!

Pasta

Hot & Cold Antipasti

Carne

Dessert

1464 86th st (Between 14th & 15th Avenues)

Operatic Arias, Folks Songs & Broadway Standards
Friday Feb. 10th through Tuesday Feb. 21st

Veal Rolled in Pancetta
Sausage with Broccoli Rabe

Braised Breast of Pork Napolitano
Roast Stuffed Suckling Pig

Friday Feb. 10th through Tuesday Feb. 21st
Operatic Arias, Folks Songs & Broadway Standards
Friday Feb. 10th through Tuesday Feb. 21st
Operatic Arias, Folks Songs & Broadway Standards

114 Bay Ridge Avenue
(Off Colonial Road)

718-833-8865
Open 7 Days  Private Party Rooms

www.casapepe.com

Lobster 
Celebration 

Continues
$30

3 Courses,
30 Combinations

Mejillones Zamoranos - 7 -
fried Prince Edward mussels stuffed w/ shrimp

Pan con Tomate - 4 -
grilled bread rubbed w/ tomato olive oil & garlic
Croquetas de Cangrejo - 7 -

flourless croquette w/ lump crab meat & bell peppers
Patatas Bravas - 6 -

crisp spiced potatoes w/ traditional aioli
Albondigas en Salsa Roja - 7 -

veal meatballs in a spicy tomato sauce
Aguacate Cantabrico - 8 -

hass avocado stuffed gulf shrimp w/ salsa rosa
Pincho de Chorizo - 7 -

chorizo, pearl onions & roasted peppers ✸✸
Try 

Our New 
Pumpkin 

Tapas
Stuffed w/ Shrimp,

Topped 
w/ Bechamel

Clemente’s
Maryland  Crab House

www.clementescrabhouse.com
Come in or go online to see our FULL MENU & SPECIALS 

Since 2002, Clemente’s Maryland Crab 
House has been offering a complete dining 
experience. Our menu offers something for 

everyone. We serve only the freshest products, 
and everything is cooked to order. If it’s just a ca-
sual drink that you’re looking for, then our bayside 
Tiki Bar and outdoor lounge is the just the place 
to kick back, and enjoy the picturesque Venice 
Marina. Clemente’s dining room can accommo-
date all private party sizes, so bring your family 
and friends, and let our friendly staff spoil you.

3939 Emmons Ave. (Sheepshead Bay) Brooklyn, N.Y. 718-646-7373

Fresh Florida Stone Crabs 
Now In!!

“ENCHANTING”
-  N Y  T I M E S

340 WEST 50th ST.

For groups & birthday parties visit our website or call 1-866-6-GAZTIX
GazillionBubbleShow.com

Fri  at 7, Sat  at 11, 2 & 4:30, Sun at 12 & 3.  

TELECHARGE.COM or 212.239.6200
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A powerful video art 
installation that seeks 
to bust through ste-

reotypes about black men in 
America opens Jan. 13 at the 
Brooklyn Museum.

“Question Bridge: Black 
Males,” a collection of docu-
mentary interview-style foot-
age, probes subjects 
such as love, oppres-
sion and violence 
with an innovative 
twist: Interviewees 
get to answer — and 
ask — the questions.

 “When you probe a cul-
ture with questions, you find 
truth,” said Chris Johnson, 
one of four creators, who said 
his experience growing up in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant inspired 
the project. 

Creators compiled 1,500 
interviews from men all 
over the country, using this 
approach: A black man asks 
another black man, from 
whom he feels estranged, a 
question on video. A man rep-
resenting that different men-
tality then records his answer.

The questions are thought-
provoking (Why do you use 
the [N-word]?”); heartfelt 
(How can I live peacefully, 
when I’m surrounded by 
evil?”); and blunt (“Why are 
you afraid of being intelli-
gent?”) — offering viewers 
a candid glimpse at a demo-

graphic that pop 
culture and 
media often fails 
to portray with 
nuance.

“Black men 
are still misunderstood and 
feared,” said another creator, 
Hank Willis Thomas. “This 
project allows them to define 
themselves in their own 
words.”

Thomas and his partners, 
including Bayeté Ross Smith 
and Kamal Sinclair, spent 
traveling from Oakland to 
New Orleans — with the help 
of some grant money from 
the Tribeca Film Institute — 
to interview subjects from  
a wide range of economic, 
geographical and educational 
backgrounds at schools, pris-

ons and art houses.
To answer the question, 

“What’s so cool about sell-
ing crack?” they traveled to a 
jail. For an inquiry about the 
modern-day civil rights move-
ment, they hit the streets.

The footage is edited into 
a piece that sounds like a free-
flowing conversation — and 
has piqued the interest of 
the Sundance Film Festival, 
which will screen an extended 
version of the installation later 
this year.

During the filming, 
Thomas said he was surprised 
that people were willing to 
divulge such personal infor-
mation, answer honestly, and 
talk about feelings.

Question Bridge: Black 
Males at the Brooklyn 
Museum [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
638-5000], Jan. 13 – June 
3. $12 suggested donation. 
Museum is closed Monday 
and Tuesday. For info, visit 
www.brooklymuseum.org.

– Natalie O’Neill

Out of Lipsyte All uke need
Does the topic of failed marriage make for 

great fiction? Writer Gary Lutz certainly 
thinks so.

The acclaimed wordsmith will read from his 
new short story collection, “Divorcer” — which 
contains seven heart-wrenching tales about painful 
breakups and their consequences — at the upcom-
ing Franklin Park Reading Series on Jan. 9.

Lutz, who is best known for his quirky, 
off-beat style, said he focused on failed mar-
riages and relationships in 
his fourth short story col-
lection mostly because the 
prospect of writing about 
successful ones seemed far 
less entertaining.

“I’m more fascinated by the way things fall 
apart as opposed to the way they come together,” 
said Lutz, a creative writing professor at the 
University of Pittsburgh at Greensburg. “I guess I 
have a darker view of human possibilities.”

Lutz could be speaking from personal experi-
ence, but the short story maestro refused to kiss 
and tell.

The latest installment of the popular reading 
series — which is named after Franklin Park, 
the bar on St. John’s Place in Crown Heights that 
hosts the monthly series — will feature short 
fiction from Sam Lipsyte, best-selling author of 
“The Ask,” and “Home Land,” and three other 
writers. The series is run by the neighborhood’s 
resident literary maven, Penina Roth.

Franklin Park Reading Series [Franklin Park, 
618 St. John’s Pl. between Franklin and Classon 
avenues, in Crown Heights, (718 975-0196], Jan. 
9, 8 pm. Free. For info, visit franklinparkbrook-
lyn.com

– Daniel Bush

What can you do in nine and a half 
hours?

You can read a very big book; clean 
your tiny apartment, probably several times; see 
four movies on the big screen (for a whopping 
$60!); or you can listen to the entire Beatles dis-
cography — strummed on a ukelele!

It’s time, once again, for the annual Beatles 
Complete on Ukelele extravaganza, where 

Beatles lovers will join uke 
master Roger Greenawalt 
at Brooklyn Bowl on Jan. 
14, for a performance of 
all 185 of the rock legends’ 
classic tunes, as plucked 

on tiny guitar.
“The instrument has a spirit and that spirit is 

aloha Zen. It has an energy just coming through 
it,” said organizer Greenawalt, who has been play-
ing ukelele for more than 10 years, and founded 
the annual mar-
athon in 2005 
as an homage to 
the greatest rock 
band of all time. 
“You combine 
that with the 
Beatles, and 
when you play 
the Beatles’ 
songs you’re 
doing the same 
thing with your 
body that they 
did, you feel 
their feelings 
— and it was 
awesome to be 
a Beatle.”

The show features more than 100 musicians 
— some amateur, some professional, many of 
whom Greenawalt befriended during his 20-plus 
years as a record producer — who will rotate 
throughout the afternoon and evening, playing 
one song at a time. Greenawalt, however, plans 
to play along to each and every tune.

“That’s the Catholic agony David Blaine 
stunt,” he said. “I’ve been encouraging other 
musicians to do the whole thing with me, and 
everybody says ‘yeah,’ but when it gets down to 
it, nobody does.”

Think you have the guts to be a contender? 
Anyone who shows up — with a uke, of course 
— is invited to strum along.

Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. between N. 
11th and N. 12th streets in Williamsburg, (718) 
963-3369] Jan. 14, at noon. Tickets $10. For info, 
visit. www.beatlescompleteonukulele.com

– Colin Mixson

Shake off those winter blues — and find 
inspiration for the New Year — on a guid-
ed, open-air jaunt through the Brooklyn 

Botanic Garden. 
On Sunday, Jan. 8, join psychotherapist Lynne 

Spevack as she leads sluggish souls past colorful 
berry bushes, rustling grasses, and birds feasting 
on crabapples for a heavy dose of contempla-
tion. 

The hour-long tour is part of Spevack’s winter 
series that brings people out into the cold to keep 
the doldrums at bay.

“Many people are feeling very slow — they 
hibernate and overeat this time of year,” said 
Spevack, a 20-year volunteer at the Prospect 
Heights garden. “Going for a walk outdoors — 

even if it’s raining or overcast — will lift your 
mood and energy level.”

Spevack will give tips on getting enough 
sleep, exercise, vitamins and natural daylight, 

while looking for rabbit tracks among the frosty 
evergreens. You could call it self-help for the 
price of a museum admission.

Every year, the Botanic Garden’s winter 
walks series starts with a tour of fall colors in 
November, and ends in March with guests tiptoe-
ing through spring flowers.

“This is really good for anybody — and it’s 
kid-friendly!” Spevack said. “Just a walk around 
the garden is enough to perk people up.”

Winter walk at the Brooklyn Botanic Garden 
[1000 Washington Ave. at Montgomery Street in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 623-7200], Jan. 8, 1 pm. 
Free with museum admission, which is $10 for 
adults. For info, visit www.bbg.org.

– Kate Briquelet

Join tour guide Lynne Spevack and explore the Brooklyn 
Botanic Garden.	               Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Want to pick the next, best band AND the 
next, best filmmaker out of Brooklyn? 
Now’s your chance!

At the Silver Sound Music Video Film Festival 
and Band Battle at Brooklyn Bowl on Jan. 10, 
audience members will determine which of six 
up-and-coming bands, all angling for a grand 
prize of an all-expenses-paid trip to the recording 
studio, is the best in the borough. On top of that, 
the hottest indie filmmakers will screen original 
music videos in between sets in a separate, but 
parallel, competition, facing off for an all-expens-
es-paid film shoot. That’s 
right: it’s an audio-visual 
takedown times two.

“One thing about shows 
in New York, at least in my 
experience, is that people will go out to see one 
band and [won’t] care about the rest of the show,” 
said festival co-creator and organizer Cory Choy, 
“But here, they’re all headlining.”

It works like this: each band has 25 minutes to 
impress the audience and judges with its musical 
stylings. After each set, three music videos are 
screened. The contest ends when the judges pick 
their favorite band and favorite video; the win-
ners get $10,000 to record an album and produce 
a professional music video for one single, using 
cutting-edge RED camera technology, which was 
used to film the special effects-driven thriller, 
“District 9,” and the upcoming Peter Jackson 
flick, “The Hobbit.”

Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. between N. 
11th and N. 12th streets in Williamsburg, (718) 
963-3369] Jan. 10, doors at 6 pm, show at 8 pm. 
Tickets $10 ($5 in advance). For info, visit www.
brooklynbowl.com

– Colin Mixson

Sat.
1/14

‘Bridge’ the gap

Open-air tour keeps the doldrums at bay

The Brooklyn Museum’s latest exhibit, which opens Jan. 13, asks hundreds of black men from Oakland to New 
Orleans to  answer questions about love, oppression and violence.� Courtesy of Hank Willis Thomas

Starting
1/13

Mon.
1/9

Sun.
1/8

Tues.
1/10

Band battle

Oh, darlin’! Roger Greenawalt will 
ukelele his way through the entire 
Beatles discography at the annu-
al Beatles Complete on Ukelele 
extravaganza at Brooklyn Bowl.
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By Sarah Zorn

Hey bro — got a jones 
for some righteous 
SoCo-style eats? 

Make the drop into Bay Ridge, 
where Ho’Brah, Bay Ridge’s 
new surfer-inspired taco joint, 
is currently riding the sweet 
wave of success.

“I’ve been waiting and wait-
ing for this place to open,ever 
since the plywood went up,” 
said 77th Street resident Grace 
Losecki. “And it’s every-
thing I hoped — great design, 
relaxed atmosphere, fun, fresh 
food — no need to travel into 
Williamsburg anymore!”

Not that the cozy Cali spot 
is yet another hipster invader 
— two of the owners are local 
firefighters, and one hails 
from the popular next-door 
brew and burger bar, Kettle 
Black.

“I’ve been saying for years 
that what this neighborhood 
needed was a great taco place, 
and when this space opened 
up, it seemed the right time to 
finally just do it ourselves,” 
said co-owner J.P Casatelli. 
“So far the response has been 
terrific — we’re packed every 
day.”

Ho’Brah’s titular, corn 
tortilla tacos range in price 
from $3.50-$4.25 each, and 
come in tasty iterations like 
the Barbacoa (shredded chipo-

tle rubbed beef, pico de gallo, 
avocado crema), Sunset Pork 
(orange/pineapple pulled pork, 
California coleslaw, pickled 
red onion), Classic Cali (panko 

crusted cod, jack and cheddar 
cheeses, salsa rojo, chili-lime 
sour cream), and Diablo Diego 
(double chili marinated tiger 
shrimp, jalapeno pico, and 

chipotle crema).
Other sunshiny bites like 

Consuela’s Empanadas with 
chili marinated pork and 
salsa verde dipping sauce 
($2.95/$4.95); and JP Ceviche 
with mojo tiger shrimp, red 
onion, tomato, cilantro, and 
plantain chips ($9), will almost 
convince you that Ho’Brah’s 
blue bay windows overlook the 
breezy beaches of Cabo San 
Lucas, rather than a winter-
worn stretch of Third Avenue.

“We’re making everything 
fresh — nothing comes out of 
a can except maybe the tomato 
sauce,” said Casatelli. “We’re 
doing the chips, the salsas. We 
only use fresh fruit purees in 
the margaritas — we strain 
our pineapple/ginger juice 
through cheesecloth. We’re 
cooking down blueberries on 
top of the stove.”

“We’re one of the first res-
taurants, at least one of the 
first bars, to do this kind of 
food in the neighborhood,” 
he added. “That’s why people 
come in here and say, this feels 
like Williamsburg, this feels 
like the Lower East Side.”

That being said, they do 
serve those tasty margaritas in 
adorable frosted mason jars.

Ho’Brah Tacos [8618 Third 
Ave. between 86th and 87th 
Streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 
680-TACO].

By Sarah Zorn

It’s back to basics for a new suds, 
spirits and small bites bar on Graham 
Avenue.
Forget finicky eats, labor-intensive 

libations and over-conceptualized décor 
— basik hopes to set itself apart from 
its high-minded competitors by offering 
low-priced, no muss no fuss fare in a 
casual, neighborhood setting.

“Our aim is to be a bar with elevated 
food, but not a restaurant,” said co-owner 
Jay Zimmerman, former beverage direc-
tor at The Breslin and The Standard New 
York. 

“We try not to take ourselves to seri-
ously,” he added. “Our boquerones ($4) 
are a great example of that — they’re 
kind this snooty, white anchovy from 
Spain, but you put a little olive oil and 
parsley on them, and they’re a just a great 
snack to have with a beer.”

It’s equally hard to feel uppity over 

the Wisconsin Dog with house mustard, 
white onion and cheddar ($5), the sau-
sage and pepper stuffed Hippy Roll ($8) 
or the chicken salad sandwich with olive 
oil mayo on flatbread ($8), although the 
highly refined can choose to pair their 
wine with the arugula, apple and pine nut 
salad, with pesto baguette ($6).

The space also offers a little some-

thing for everyone — from a seat at the 
salvaged butcher block bar, to a tête-à-
tête at a two-top overlooking the avenue, 
to a gathering at one of the large, commu-
nal tables, to a rollicking party (or until 
the weather warms, maybe just a smoke) 
in the oversized backyard.

“We wanted a place that you could 
bring anyone to; grandma or girlfriend,” 
said co-owner Derrek Vernon. “Our 
cocktails are amazing — (note: try the 
refreshing Poppa’s Pride, with bourbon, 
ginger, mint, lemon, soda and bitters, 
or the knock-your-socks-off Mea Culpa, 
with tequila, punt e mes, velvet falernum, 
and lime) — but we don’t want you to 
feel like you have to order one. You can 
get a three dollar Bud and four dollar hot 
dog, and we’ll be just as happy that you 
came.”

basik [323 Graham Ave. between 
Devoe and Ainslie streets in Williamsburg, 
(347) 899-7599].

Brooklyn Heights is in the red, Crown Heights raises 
the bar, and Park Slope’s standing tal(de)! Christmas 
may be over, but we still have plenty of reason to 

celebrate — there’s a wealth of hotter-than-hot restaurants 
set to open in 2012. Our New Year’s resolution is to try them 
all — on the paper’s dime, of course!

Top chef takeover: Park Slope is feeding ground for Bravo’s 
Top Chef, season 4 alums! Mark Simmons laid the gauntlet 
down first with Kiwiana off of Union Street, but Dale Talde 
(who also rocked it in Top Chef: All-Stars), has also moved to 
Seventh Avenue. Expect inventive, pan-Asian fare like crispy 
oyster-bacon pad thai and pretzel, pork and chive dumplings at 
this 70 seat spot, co-owned by the team behind nearby Thistle 
Hill Tavern.

Projected opening: Early January
  Talde [369 Seventh Ave. at 11th Street in Park Slope, no 

phone].

Top chef takeover, times two: Don’t expect the original Top 
Chef (season 1 winner, Harold Dieterle), to secede Brooklyn 
to season 4 so easily. The Perilla and Kin Shop owner finally 
crosses the bridge for his first outer-borough venture — The 
Marrow — located in Downtown Brooklyn’s upcoming Hotel 
718. Think dry-aged steaks, bison carpaccio, and ostrich 
schnitzel. So meaty!

Projected opening: February 16th
The Marrow [231 Duffield St. between Willoughby Street 

and Elm Place in Downtown, (855) 718-1955].

Crown jewel: Park Slope currently boasts a lions share of 
great eating options, but it was the elegant Venetian trattoria, 
al di la, that first made snooty Manhattan foodies stand up 
and take notice. Let’s see if Crown Heights gets a similar 
boost from little sister, Bar Corvo, which will serve Italian 
food, wine and cocktails from an open kitchen — with a big 
backyard to (hopefully) accommodate the inevitable over-
flow of clamoring patrons.

Projected opening: Early to mid January
Bar Corvo [791 Washington Ave. between Lincoln and St. 

Johns Places in Crown Heights, (718) 230-0940].

Hot tomato: The assured success of Saul Bolton’s new rustic 
Italian venture, Red Gravy, will be just gravy atop his already 
delectable Brooklyn-centric empire (think Saul in Cobble Hill, 
The Vanderbilt 
in Prospect 
Heights, and 
the Nitehawk 
Cinema in 
Williamsburg). 
Can’t wait 
to see what 
a Michelin-
starred chef 
does with non-
na’s old reci-
pes? Look for 
the meatballs to 
start rolling out in early spring.

Projected opening: April
Red Gravy [151 Atlantic Ave. near Clinton Street in 

Brooklyn Heights, no phone].

The hills are alive: You take your chances when you trek to 
Vinegar Hill House with dinner parties under four (or of any 
size on weekends) — there aren’t a ton of places to pass the 
time during your inevitable hour-plus wait for a table. That’s 
why the March opening of Hillside, a casual VHH offshoot, 
is so eagerly anticipated — ordering up a few light bites and a 
beer is highly preferable to pounding the pavement while you 
wait for chef Brian Leth’s lauded red wattle country chop. 

Projected opening: March
Hillside [70 Hudson Ave. at Water Street in Vinegar Hill, 

call Vinegar Hill House at (718) 522-1018].

These small plates are ‘basik’ally delish

Ho’Brah’s tacos are a true taste of California

Restaurant Gossip
By Sarah Zorn

Get psyched for Red Gravy, a forthcoming 
Italian restaurant from Saul Bolton, who has an 
eatery in the Nitehawk Cinema in Williamsburg 
(pictured here).

A Wisonsin Dog at basik, Williamsburg’s newest 
small plates spot on Graham Avenue.

MexiCali in Bay Ridge

A vegetarian taco and a Bulldog classic frozen Margarita — a combo called 
“the Berkeley.”

 Taco time, dude: Ho’Brah, a California-style Mexican joint, recently opened 
in Bay Rdige.�    Photos by Alice Proujansky
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By Juliet Linderman

Feast your hungry eyes on 65 mouth-
watering morsels of food photography 
at the “Feast Your Eyes” exhibition at 

the PowerHouse Arena, opening Jan. 6. The 
delectable group show is part of the New York 
Photo Festival, and features food-related works 
shot by a mix of renowned and amateur photog-
raphers, to create a delicious display of images 
that pay homage to anything and everything 
that provides us with sustenance.

“Food is a comfort thing — it’s creativity 
and comfort in the same locale,” said David 
Shelley, the show’s producer and the production 
manager for the New York Photo Festival. “It’s 
fascinating to see what it means to different 
people — from raw meat hanging in a market-
place to someone shooting a plate of food like a 
painting, a piece of art.”

Indeed, the show offers a tremendously 
diverse roster of images, including a plate of 
different types of potatoes sliced in half, by 
professional food photographer Beth Galton 
(whose resume includes print advertisements 
for McDonald’s, Stouffer’s ready-made dinners, 
and Lay’s potato chips, among others); an array 
of kitchen utensils shot by sports photographer 
Matthew Aron Roth; and three images from 
open-air food markets from around the world, 
taken as part of a multi-year project by photo-
journalist Charlie Grosso.

“I love the organic quality found in food’s 
different forms,” Galton said. “I find it both 

sensuous and authentic; I also came to shoot 
food because of the nurturing aspects of what 
food represents — a way to nourish and show 
care — and a food photograph can convey these 
feelings.”

Grosso’s interest of food, on the other hand, 
is triggered by the cultural implications of how, 
and what, we eat.

“It’s a look on culture and society and how 
we function,” said Grosso. “It’s about the over-
all cost of living.”

The photographs displayed are among more 
than 600 submitted, each chosen by a panel 
of judges that included Jon Chonko, author of 
“Scanwiches”; Bon Appetit Magazine Photo 
Editor Alex Pollack; London Photo Festival 
Director and Founder Brett Jefferson Stott; New 
York Photo Festival Director Sam Barzilay; 
and Athens Photo Festival Director Manolis 
Moresopoulos.

“Food is something that connects us to every 
single person on the planet — everyone has to 
eat,” Shelley said. “And everyone can try and 
stumble their way through cooking. After all, 
staying home is the new going out.”

Maybe so, but don’t sit this one out — it 
might just inspire you to pump the breaks on the 
takeout and experiment in your own kitchen. 

“Feast Your Eyes” group show at 
PowerHouse Arena [37 Main St. at Water Street 
in DUMBO, (718) 666-3049]. Free, Jan. 6-Jan. 
28. For info, visit www.newyorkphotofestival.
com.

A ‘feast’ for the senses
A showcase of scrumptious food photography from around the world 

By Kate Briquelet

Comedian Doug Moe’s stage may be the 
Upright Citizens Brigade Theatre in 
Manhattan — but the heart of his one-man 

show is all Brooklyn. 
“Doug Moe is a Bad Dad” is based on his 

parental anxieties in Windsor Terrace and Park 
Slope, but it’s also about trying to stay cool — 
even while belting out “A Ram Sam Sam” at a 
children’s sing-along. 

Moe checked in with reporter Kate Briquelet 
and talked about how acting like a “jackass” is 
key to winning kids over.

Kate Briquelet: So, Doug Moe, what makes 
you a “Bad Dad”?

Doug Moe: Dads are thrust into this weird 
world. They don’t really know what they’re doing, 
but they’re supposed to seem like they do. 

When my daughter was a little younger, we’d 
go to music classes in Windsor Terrace — one of 
those things where you’re singing really dumb 
songs and thinking, “What am I doing?”

If I half-ass it, do I seem cool? Am I ruining 
the future of my child? I’m trying to be enthusias-
tically participatory, but I’m also still self-aware. 
The show is all about that — the anxiety about 
being a bad dad.

KB: The sing-along anxiety makes it into your 
show. How did you get through it?

DM: In real life, it’s much better to make a 

jackass out of yourself. You can’t really look cool 
waving a scarf around and singing, “Guli guli,” 
so you may as well try to have fun. Also, after 
you have a child, you’re not cool. It’s all over. 
Cool stopped happening as soon as you put on 
the Baby Björn.

KB: How can dads cope with their new, totally 
uncool status?

DM: You can spend some time in a coffee 
shop like you used to… except with a kid. 

I recommend Brooklyn Commune on 
Greenwood Avenue and Steeplechase in 
Kensington. You do things in the summer, like 
going to Celebrate Brooklyn. My friend and I saw 
Sonic Youth last year and brought our kids. You 
become the person that the childless people tell, 
“I can’t believe you have a kid here.” If you play it 
right, the kids become worldly.

KB: What does your five-year-old, Phoebe, 
think about your show?

DM: She hasn’t seen it. It’s not for kids. But 
she insisted on putting my postcard in her folder 
and she promoted it to her kindergarten class. 
Some of the parents did come, so that was nice 
of her.

KB: What improv techniques are useful when 
you’re a bad dad?

DM: A major one is “Yes, And.” You agree to 
what’s been established and you add more infor-
mation. It’s how a scene becomes a scene. For 

instance, “This bakery is really slow today.” We 
know we’re in a bakery and this person’s opinion 
is that it’s slow. 

There’s a spirit of agreement. When you have 
a kid, they have lots of stuff they want to do and 
weird opinions. Use your “Yes, And” attitude. 
You’re much better off if you can tap into your 
kid’s kooky theory.

This also goes back to making a jackass out 
of yourself. I recently met my friend’s 4-year-old 
daughter and we were walking by a scrawny 
black dog. To win her over, I said, “Oh my god, 
look at that bear!” She corrected me. Kids like to 
lord over you with their knowledge.

KB: The people are clamoring for your show 
to come to Brooklyn. When will it happen?

DM: I’ve gotten a lot of requests from parents, 
but I’ve got to milk the Upright Citizens Brigade 
Theater as much as I can. You know, when I first 
moved to Brooklyn in ’96, I told a cabbie, “I’m 
going to Fifth Avenue and 11th Street.” He said, 
“That’s not Brooklyn, that’s Manhattan. I’m from 
Canarsie. Park Slope, Brooklyn Heights — that’s 
Manhattan.” But I’d like to think: Aren’t we all 
one city?

If you want to trek out to Gaphattan, “Doug 
Moe is a Bad Dad” plays at the Upright Citizens 
Brigade Theatre. 

For information, visit http://newyork.ucbthe-
atre.com and www.dougmoe.net.

Comedian Doug Moe is Brooklyn’s worst dad!

Doug Moe has turned the trials of Park Slope parenting 
into a one-man comedy show, “Doug Moe is a Bad Dad” 
— where he makes a “jackass” out of himself for five-
year-old daughter Phoebe.� Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Clockwise from 
top: “Potato 
Test” by Beth 
Galton, “Floater 
Phenomena” by 
Joel Sheakoski, 
and “Cabbage 
Pile” by Charlie 
Gross.
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Water Street in DUMBO, (718) 
666-3049], www.powerhouse-
arena.com. 

FRI, JAN. 13
WORKSHOP, “MOMMY-

AND-ME” YOGA CLASS: Ages 
2-3. Free. 11:15 am. Eighth Av-
enue Church [216 Eighth Avenue 
at Second Street in Park Slope, 
(212) 787-9642], www.yogastars.
com. 

WORKSHOP, “MOMMY-AND-ME” 
YOGA CLASS: Ages 1-2. Free. 4 
pm. Eighth Avenue Church [216 
Eighth Avenue at Second Street 
in Park Slope, (212) 787-9642], 
www.yogastars.com. 

ART, A SHOW IN HONOR OF 
CHUCK CLOSE: A performance 
and discussion about the famous 
artist. $15. 8 pm. BAX – Brooklyn 
Arts Exchange [421 Fifth Ave. 
in South Slope, (718) 832-0018], 
www.bax.org. 

SAT, JAN. 14

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, KEY WILDE AND MR. 

CLARKE: “Fanciful and rootsy.” 

$20. 11 am. Peter Jay Sharpe 
Theatre [2537 Broadway at 95th 
Street, (212) 864-5400], www.
symphonyspace.org/genre/
family. 

MUSIC, BEATLES MARATHON: 
The fourth annual complete 
Beatles On Ukulele Concert is 
here again. Every Beatle song 
(185) will be performed by some 
of New York’s top players. Bring 
a Ukulele 2-3 pm and get in 
free. 3–11 pm. Brooklyn Bowl 
[61 Wythe Ave. between N. 11th 
and N. 12th streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 963-3369], www.
brooklynbowl.com. 

MUSIC, A NIGHT OF CHARLES 
IVES MUSIC: A marathon 
performance of Charles Ives 
complete songbook in one 
epic night. $20. 4:30 pm–9 pm. 
Galapagos Art Space [16 Main 
St. at Water Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 222-8500], www.galapa-
gosartspace.com. 

OTHER
CITIZENSHIP PREP: 10:30 am–1:30 

pm and 1:30–4:30 pm. See Sat-
urday, Jan. 7. 

ART, A SHOW IN HONOR OF 
CHUCK CLOSE: 8 pm. See Fri-
day, Jan. 13.

FRI, JAN. 6
FIRE SALE: Books up to 40 percent 

off. Free. PowerHouse Arena 
[37 Main St. at Water Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 666-3049], www.
powerhousearena.com. 

SAT, JAN. 7

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, AFTERNOON DELIGHT 

MUSIC SERIES: Featuring Todd 
Patrick Livingston, Luke Rich-
ardson, Kevin Faulkner, Anton 
Sword, Walker Lukens, Will 
Stratton and Gaucho. Free. 3 
pm. Pete’s Candy Store [709 
Lorimer St. at Richardson Street 
in Williamsburg, (718) 302-3770], 
www.petescandystore.com.

DANCE, LAYARD THOMPSON 
AND REBECCA PATEK: Sug-
gested donation. 5 pm. Center 
for Performance Research [361 
Manhattan Ave. between Jack-
son and Withers streets in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 349-1210], www.
cprnyc.org. 

MUSIC, POINTBLANK SOUND 
AND HYPEMAN GUIDANCE: 
Reggae Retro celebrates 10 
years of grooves. Free. 10 pm. 
Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. be-
tween Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in Gowanus, (718) 855-3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

SALES AND MARKETS
FIRE SALE: See Friday, Jan. 6. 

OTHER
DANCE, GRAND OPENING: The 

Center for African and Diaspora 
Dance is hosting an open house 
to showcase new projects. Free. 
9 am–5 pm. Cumbe [558 Fulton 
St. at Flatbush Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 935-9700]. 

WORKSHOP, CITIZENSHIP PREP: 
For immigrants planning on ap-
plying for US citizenship. Reg-
istration required. Free. 10:30 
am–1:30 pm and 1:30–4:30 pm. 
Prospect Park YMCA [357 Ninth 
St. at Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 768-7100], www.ymcanyc.
org.

SUN, JAN. 8

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, CHAMBER CONCERT: The 

Knights with Mischa Bouvier. 
$20. 3 pm. St. Ann of the Holy 
Trinity [Montague St. at Clinton 
Street in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
855-3053], https://www.brook-
lynfriendsofchambermusic.org. 

MUSIC, JAZZ CONCERT: With 
Machinenmensch. Donation. 
8:30 pm. Sycamore [1118 Corte-
lyou Rd. between Stratford and 
Westminster roads in Ditmas 
Park, (347) 240-5850], www.syca-
morebrooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, OH! MY BLACKBIRD: 

Free. 8:30 pm. Pete’s Candy 
Store [709 Lorimer St. at Richard-
son Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
302-3770], www.petescandys-
tore.com.

SALES AND MARKETS
FIRE SALE: See Friday, Jan. 6. 

OTHER
DANCE, GRAND OPENING: 9 

am–5 pm. See Saturday, Jan. 7. 
WORKSHOP, MULCH FEST: Don’t 

throw your tree away, bring it to 
the park to be mulched. Enjoy a 
hot chocolate, have some cook-
ies, and help replenish the park. 
Free. 10 am–2 pm and 3–7:30 
pm. Prospect Park (Parkside Av-
enue and Prospect Park South-
west in Prospect Park), www.
parkslopeciviccouncil.org. 

MON, JAN. 9
FIRE SALE: See Friday, Jan. 6. 
MULCH FEST: 10 am–2 pm and 

3–7:30 pm. See Sunday, Jan. 8. 
WORKSHOP, “MOMMY-

AND-ME” YOGA CLASS: Ages 
3-4. Free. 11 am. Eighth Avenue 
Church [216 Eighth Avenue at 
Second Street in Park Slope, 
(212) 787-9642], www.yogastars.
com. 

BEGINNER’S ESL: Students learn 
basic structure and English vo-
cabulary. Registration required. 
Free. 6:15 pm-9:15 pm. Prospect 
Park YMCA [357 Ninth St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
768-7100], www.ymcanyc.org. 

WORKSHOP, FREE RESUME 
WORKSHOP: Learn to create 
a winning resume. Free. 6:30 
pm. Shalom Senior Center [483 
Albany Ave. between Lefferts 
Avenue and Empire Boulevard in 
Crown Heights, (718) 774-9213]. 

OPEN REHEARSALS: Brooklyn’s 
Sweet Adelines Barbershop 
Chorus welcomes singers of all 
voice ranges. Free. 7:30 pm. Call 
for location, (718) 833-3399. 

DANCE, CHARLOTTE BYDWELL: 
With Kirstin Kapustik and Kath-
erine Partington, and featuring 
the fi lm, Match Box Dances. Do-
nation. 7:30 pm. Center for Per-
formance Research [361 Manhat-
tan Ave. between Jackson and 
Withers streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 349-1210].

MUSIC, RACHEL AUSTIN: Free. 
9:30 pm. Pete’s Candy Store [709 
Lorimer St. at Richardson Street 
in Williamsburg, (718) 302-3770], 
www.petescandystore.com.

TUES, JAN. 10
WORKSHOP, “MOMMY-

AND-ME” YOGA CLASS: Ages 
six weeks to 2 years. Free. 10:15 
am. Eighth Avenue Church [216 
Eighth Avenue at Second Street 
in Park Slope, (212) 787-9642], 
www.yogastars.com. 

BEGINNER’S ESL: 6:15 pm-9:15 
pm. See Monday, Jan. 9. 

READING, AYAD AKHTAR: Author 
of “American Dervish”. Free. 7 
pm. PowerHouse Arena [37 Main 
St. at Water Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 666-3049], www.power-
housearena.com. 

READING, EMILY CARTER: The au-
thor presents “Glory Goes and 
Gets Some.” Free. 7 pm. Word 
[126 Franklin St. at Milton Street 
in Greenpoint, (718) 383-11222], 
www.wordbrooklyn.com. 

READING, DANA HORN: Award-
winning author of “In the 
Image.” Free. 7:30 pm. Congre-
gation Mt. Sinai [50 Cadman Plz. 
Westat Tillary Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 875-9124], www.
congregationmountsinai.org. 

WED, JAN. 11
WORKSHOP, TANGO LESSONS: 

For adults and youngsters in-
terested in ballroom dancing. 
No experience and no partners 
necessary. Pre-registration for 
youngsters required. Free. 6 
pm–9 pm. IS 96 [99 Ave. P at W. 
11th Street in Bensonhurst, (718) 
232-2266]. 

BEGINNER’S ESL: 6:15 to 9:15 pm. 
See Monday, Jan. 9. 

THURS, JAN. 12
WORKSHOP, FITNESS AND NU-

TRITION: For men and women. 
Free. 5:30 pm. Flatbush Dutch 
Reform Church [890 Flatbush 
Ave. between Church Avenue 
and Albemarle Road in Flatbush, 
(718) 282-2500 x 63248]. 

BEGINNER’S ESL: 6:15 to 9:15 pm. 
See Monday, Jan. 9. 

READING, CHRISTOPHER BRAM: 
The author of “Gods and Mon-
sters.” Free. 7 pm. Word [126 
Franklin St. at Milton Street in 
Greenpoint, (718) 383-11222], 
www.wordbrooklyn.com. 

READING, STORM LARGE: 
The author discusses “Crazy 
Enough.” Drinks served. RSVP 
required. Free. 7–9 pm. Pow-
erHouse Arena [37 Main St. at 

Authentic Southern Italian Cuisine

Call Now For Reservations

Enjoy Our Pre-Fixed Dinner Menu

For  
$25.00  Mon. - Thur.

718-625-8874    718-797-1907    384 Court Street

Open 7 Days 
For

Lunch & Dinner

FREE DELIVERY
4 - 9 PM

Beautifully 
Remodeled 

Party
Room

Italian Cuisine • SeafoodItalian Cuisine • Seafood
Call for reservations

718.833.0800
7201 8th Ave.

Bay Ridge

www.NewCornerRestaurant.com
Play N.Y.S. Lottery & Quick Draw

OPEN 7 DAYS
CATERING
FOR ALL

OCCASIONS

Cocktail Lounge
Take Out Orders

Major Credit Cards

Engagements
Bridal Showers

Christenings
Complimentary Glass of Wine or Soda

FOUNDED OVER
75 YEARS AGO BY

Vicenzo Colandrea
THE NEW CORNER RESTAURANT

IS NOW CONCIDERED
A LANDMARK TO VISIT

$19.75 $26.95LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH 
SPECIALSPECIAL
LUNCH 

SPECIAL
Monday - Saturday 12:00 to 3:00
MAXIMUM 8 PEOPLE (EXCEPT HOLIDAYS)

4 Course 
Lobster Dinners

DINNER SPECIALDINNER SPECIALDINNER SPECIAL
Monday - Thursday

3:00 to 11:30
MAXIMUM 8 PEOPLE
(EXCEPT HOLIDAYS)

DINNER SPECIALDINNER SPECIALDINNER SPECIALDINNER SPECIALDINNER SPECIALDINNER SPECIAL

$24.95
26.95

$29.95
$
Join Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYS$14.75

Monday - Saturday

LITELITELITELITELITELITELITE
LUNCHLUNCH

LITE
LUNCH

4 Course 
Fish Dinners

By Juliet Linderman

The music may have 
died on February 3, 
1959, but the tunes 

of late greats Buddy Holly, 
the Big Bopper and Richie 
Valens will be exhumed on 
Jan. 12 at the Bell House, at 
a modern-day cabaret tribute 
to the big three.

“The Day the Music 
Died” is a celebration of 
late 1950s music that harks 
back to the plane crash that 
claimed the lives of 
Holly, Valens and 
the Big Bopper, and 
sent shock waves 
through the coun-
try’s pop culture-
conscious. But this 
isn’t your grandma’s 
sock hop: the show 
features aerial per-
formers, fire danc-
ers, acrobats, origi-
nal musical arrange-
ments, and sizzling 
burlesque.

“It’s brass bands covering 
the doo-wop and early jazz 
of that time, with aerial acro-
batics with fire and dance 
numbers,” said Kae Burke, 
co-organizer and founder 
of Williamsburg art space, 
House of Yes. “There was so 
much music in such a small 
era.”

Burke and co-organizer, 
Francesca Hoffman of the 
Rude Mechanical Orchestra, 
decided to focus on the music 
of the late 1950s as a lens 
through which to examine 
the changing social mores 
of a time considered to be a 
modern age of innocence.

“It’s pinpointing the ‘Day 

the Music Died’ plane crash 
as a turning point,” Burke 
continued, “when popular 
culture sort of switched from 
the American Dream to a 
new exploration of how peo-
ple live in America.”

The show includes perfor-
mances by the Good to Go 
Girls dance troupe; doo-wop 
covers by vocalists Vanessa 
Cronan, Nicole Tourtelot, 
Xavier and Joshua Lerner; a 
drag performance by Ariana 

Huffenstuff; acrobatics by 
the Lady Circus; and more.

“For those who died in the 
plane crash — these were the 
voices of America, and all of 
a sudden they were silenced,” 
Burke said. “So we’re explor-
ing the underbelly of that age 
of innocence; maybe every-
thing looks hunky-dory, but 
there was something going 
on underneath it all.”

“The Day the Music 
Died” at the Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. between 
Second and Third avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 643-6510]. 
Jan. 12, 9 pm. Tickets, $10. 
For info, visit www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

The music is alive at 
this cabaret sock hop!

You’ll see the Good to Go Girls dance troupe, 
pictured here on bicycles, at the “Day the Music 
Died” caberet.            Courtesy of Francesca Hoffman
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Cappuccino Café

718-989-8951
7721 3rd Avenue

Bay Ridge Brooklyn

718-989-8951
11am - 11pm Sun.–Thurs.

11am - 1am Fri. & Sat.
Free Delivery

Price Includes

Choice of Beverage
Soda, Bottle Water, Coffee, Tea, Cappuccino Cafe

Cafe Club Sandwich-Triple Decker with Ham, Cheese
Turkey Bacon, Lettuce, Tomato with Fresh Cut French Fries
Cafe Burger-Bacon, Cheeseburger with Lettuce, Tomato 
Pickle & Onion served with Fresh Cut French Fries

Grilled Chicken on Nan Bread with Basil and 
Olive Spread, with Garden Greens & Raspberry Vinaigrette

Served with Caesar Salad & Fresh 
Cut French Fries

Turkey and Ham with Swiss 
Cheese served in a Garlic Herb Tortilla

Julienne Sliced Chicken, Bacon Garden 
Greens, Tomato and Honey Dijon Dressing on a Flat Tortilla

Breaded Chicken Fingers, 
Franks, Hot Sauce, Blue Cheese, Lettuce and Diced Tomato, 
Celery served in a Flat Tortilla

Brownie or Cookies

  Y
ou

r P
lace       Our Place

GREENHOUSE CAFE

718-989-8952

GREENHOUSE CAFE

718-989-8952GREENHOUSE CAFE

718-989-8952

LUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCH

LIVE MUSIC

KARAOKE

Thursday, Jan. 5 - Paul DeWolf & Friends - 7pm
Friday, Jan. 6 - Big City Rockers - 10pm
Saturday, Jan. 7 - Prodigal Child - 10pm

Sunday, Jan. 8 - Tommy & MaryEllen - 6pm

Value up to $16 with your party of 4 or more
Redeem Your Free Dinner, Within a Month

Before or After Your Actual Birthday!

PLUS 
TAX & GRATUITY

COMPLETE DINNER MENU
APPETIZERS
SOUP DU JOUR

FRESH FRUIT PLATE

EGGPLANT ROLLETINI

FRENCH ONION SOUP

PASTA OF THE DAY

FRIED CALAMARI

SEAFOOD SALAD

STUFFED MUSHROOMS CILEGINE

HOUSE SALAD

ZUPPA DE MUSSELS

GRAND CAESAR SALAD

SHRIMP COCKTAIL $5.00 Extra

BAKED CLAMS $5.00 Extra

ENTREES
ROAST LOIN OF PORK WITH 

BACONKRAUT AND BASS ALE GRAVY

BONELESS CHICKEN BREAST

VEAL SCALOPPINI

GRILLED PORK CHOP

MARINATED SLICED FLANK STEAK

BROILED TILAPIA OREGANATA 

RIGATONI BROCCOLI RABE

PENNE ALA VODKA

VEGETABLE LASAGNA

LINGUINI PRIMAVERA

LASAGNA BOLOGNESE

SEAFOOD LINGUINI

Desserts
BROWNIE

APPLE STRUDEL
VANILLA ICE CREAM

SHERBET

CHEESECAKE
CHOCOLATE MOUSSE

CHOCOLATE ICE CREAM
FRESH FRUIT

COFFEE OR TEA

SUNDAY BRUNCH
“Unlimited Brunch 

Cocktails”
Appetizer, Entree, Dessert & Coffee

$25pp PLUS TAX 
& GRATUITY

Join us for:
COMPLETE LUNCH: 
Monday - Saturday

Choice of: 
Appetizer, Entree, 
Dessert & Coffee

PLUS 
TAX & GRATUITY

Dessert & Coffee
11:30 AM - 4 PM
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COBBLE HILL

The nurses at Long Island College 
Hospital really know how to spread the 
TLC. These angels of mercy and masters 
of the “How Are We Today?” have demon-
strated extraordinary compassion and pro-
fessional skill. The nurses were awarded 
the Thomas and Elizabeth Butson 

Award for Clinical Excellence and Com-
passionate Nursing Practice. The award 
was established by Elizabeth Butson in 
memory of her late husband Thomas, who 
received his medical care at the hospital. 
The honorees were Afi ya Thomas, Yvette 
Cumberbatch, Althea Carless, Mariah 
Jimenez and Margaret Giorgio. “We 
strive to maintain professional standards 
which adhere to her [Butson] belief that 
nursing quality is a critical component of 
care,” said Catherine Gallogly-Simon, chief 
nursing offi cer to Standing O.
Long Island College Hospital [339 Hick St. 
between Atlantic Avenue and Pacifi c Street 
in Cobble Hill, (718) 780-1000].

DOWNTOWN

Credit cards beware 
Talented students at City Tech swiped 

the fl oor with their competitors by dominat-
ing the second annual Financial Aware-
ness Video Competition, sponsored by 
the Federal Reserve Bank of New York’s 
Offi ce of Regional and Community Out-
reach and the New York Bankers As-
sociation. The grand prize went to Ken-
neth Bordes-Hollon, for his eye-opening 

“Credit Costs” video; second prize was 
awarded to the trio of Chih-Yao Yang, 
Maria Sideris and Chin Sheng, for their 
production of “It’s a Dog’s Life”; and third 
prize went to Miguel Angel Valderrama 
and Ron Hatcher, for their entry entitled 
“The Visit.”

Kenneth received $2,000 in prize money 
and had his winning entry shown at the 
Court Street Stadium 12. Second and third 
prize winners received a tour of the Gold 
Vault at the New York Federal Reserve 
Museum and key operations and functions 
at the bank. 

“The competition promotes fi nancial lit-
eracy among young adults” said Krishna 
Guha, executive veep of Communications 
Group of the Federal Reserve Bank. 
City Tech [300 Jay St. at Myrtle Avenue in 
Downtown, (718) 260-5979].

PARK SLOPE

Heeding the call
New York Methodist Hospital honored 

its nurses at the 19th annual Registered 
Nurses Dinner held this past November. 
This year’s honorees were recognized for 

going above and beyond the call of duty, by 
volunteering one week of their time serving 
patients in foreign countries. The outstand-
ing Florence Nightingales lauded for their 
selfl essness and dedication were Donna 
Constantine, Michelle Chester, Bonell 
S. Kirkley and Ketie Saintelus.  
New York Methodist Hospital [506 Sixth 
St. between Seventh and Eighth avenues in 
Park Slope (718) 780-3000].

MARINE PARK

Ho, Ho, Ho!
Budding entertainers at PS 255 wowed 

parents, staff and the community at the 
annual Holiday Extravaganza held at 
the school on Dec. 22. More than 400 peo-
ple came to cheer on students who played, 
sang and danced. Seasonal favs like “The 
Most Wonderful Time of the Year,” had 
the audience up and dancing in the aisles, 
while “snowman” Nicholas Nadirashivili 
skipped his way around the room and the 
junior chorus warbled his namesake song, 
“Frosty the Snowman.” 
PS 255 [1866 E. 17th St. between Avenues R 
and S in Marine Park, (718) 376-8494].

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

‘Butson’ with pride at LICH ceremony

Welcome and bienvenue
MARINE PARK 

It’s a TLC Standing O this week: 
Beth Israel has added a new member 
to its staff, Marguerite Pulvirenti 
Corda, RN, veep for patient care ser-
vices. Our pal Marguerite was previ-
ously the veep for Critical Care and 
Cardiac Services at  Westchester 
Medical Center in Valhalla, New 
York — which is way up north — but 
she’s moved down south, and boy are 
we happy she did. Marge has been a 
critical care nurse for more than 30 
years, so she really knows her TLC; 
she graduated with a BS in Nursing, 
cum laude — which means she’s re-
ally smart — an MS in Nursing and a 
post-master’s certifi cate in business. 
She’s accumulated a host of awards 
too — as well as co-authored articles 
on cardiac related subjects. She’s even 
lectured on the topic, as a member of 
the American Association of Criti-
cal Care Nurses and the New York 
Organization of Nurse Executives. 
Where does she fi nd the time?
Beth Israel Medical Center — Kings 
Highway Division [3201 Kings High-
way between E. 31st and E. 32nd Street 
in Marine Park, (718) 252-3000].

Shifting gears, burning rubber!
BAY RIDGE

Mario Andretti ain’t got nothing 
on Patricia Lynch, who aced her com-
puterized driving simulator test post 
hip-replacement surgery. Dr. Geoffrey 
Westrich, co-director of joint replace-
ment research at Hospital for Special 
Surgery in Manhattan, that other bor-
ough, initiated a new study to test driv-
ing reaction time after hip surgery us-
ing a sophisticated, spiffed-up sort of Wii 
game. Our pal Patricia was happy to give 
it a go, telling Standing O, “I thought the 
study was an excellent idea. As a nurse, 

I believe in evidence-based practice 
and feel doctors should know and study 
things in order to make the right recom-
mendations to patients.” 

Here’s how it works: Patricia took the 
test two weeks before the surgery, and 
again just two weeks after, to determine 
how fast she could shift from the gas 
pedal to the break pedal and back again. 
“Our study seeks to obtain good, objec-
tive data to determine if it would be safe 
for people to return to driving sooner,” 
Dr. Westrich explained. But for our pal 
Patricia, she’s able to drive a lot further 
now that her new hip is up and running.

Kenneth Bordes-Hollon, third from right, and 
Melvin Mogoli, with offi cials from the Federal Re-
serve Bank and competition judges.

(Left), Max Gomez; Yvette Cumberbatch, RN; Maria 
Jimenez, PCA; Althea Carless, RN: Afi ya Thomas, 
RN; Debra Carey, CEO; (seated) Margaret Giorgio, 
RN and Elizabeth Butson.

Patricia Lynch takes the wheel of the driving simulator video machine.

(Left) Ronnell Kirkley, Ketie Saintelus, Michelle 
Chester, Donna Constantine, Senior Veep of 
Nursing, Rebecca Flood, Director of Nursing and 
Wayne Christie, director of nursing
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• ‘We made history. When I 
come back to school years 
from now, I can say we did it.’

• ‘We rose above 
everyone else’s 
expectations.’

Late run lifts Grand girls 
over Brooklyn Tech

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
The Grand Campus Lady Wolves 

took a bite out of Brooklyn Tech on 
Dec. 28, earning a 46–36 win in the 
semifi nals match of the Holiday Mad-
ness girl’s basketball tournament.

The Wolves’ victory was hanging 
by a thread in the game’s fi nal quar-
ter, when Quanisha Ratley gave her 
Williamsburg squad one last bit of mo-
tivation.

“I was looking at Quanisha and she 
told the team, ‘We are not going to beat 
no AA team this way and we ain’t play-
ing Truman in the fi nal if we play this 
way.’ ” Wolves coach Corey McFarlane 
explained, repeating his star player’s 
message to her teammates. “I’m sure 
it’s not a coincidence they immedi-
ately went out on a run.”

The Wolves, who trailed by fi ve 
in the third quarter to the Class A 
Brooklyn Tech team responded with a 
12–2 run to end the game. Freshman 
Darieli Abreu scored 13 points, Ratley 
added 12 and Ebony Carter chipped in 
six. 

“We have been doing it all year,” 
McFarland said of his team’s come-
from-behind victory. “At this point, 
we are just trying to fi nd a way to be 
consistent.”

McFarland said a few of his girls 
have links to Truman, in the Bronx. 
A few played with Truman players 
in the Riverbank travel program and 
in the Baseline AAU team in high 
school. Freshman guard Kim De Los 
Santos was originally enrolled at the 
Bronx school before choosing to go to 
Grand Street where she could play at 
the varsity level right away, according 
to Truman coach John Burke.

Ratley said it would have been 
embarrassing to lose to an ‘A’ team. 
Grand Street, which has one Class AA 
league win, felt its defense made all 
the difference.

Brooklyn Tech (8-3), the Brooklyn 
A East leader, led by as much as 26-21 
with 4:13 left in the third quarter on 
a three-pointer by senior Deena Muza-
far (22 points).

The Wolves (3-5) took its fi rst lead 

since the second quarter early in the 
fourth on an Amani Graham layup. 

The Brooklyn Tech Engineers, 
who were without two key players, 
missed consecutive layups, falling 
36–32 with 4:00 remaining. Follow-
ing a Muzafar hoop, Ratley responded 
with a layup, Abreu added a put back 
and De Los Santos scored off a steal to 
put the game out of reach at 46-34 with 
1:08 left.

“We played bad in the fi rst quar-
ter,” Abreu said. “In the last quarter 
we were playing hard because we 
didn’t want to lose.”

“I think we lost momentum and we 
got tired,” Muzafar explained, trying 
to wrap his mind around Brooklyn 
Tech’s loss.

Grand Street is trying to get its sea-
son back on track after a rough start 
in the newly restructured PSAL Class 
AA league. The Wolves feel like this 
victory, plus a strong performance 
against Truman, could be the push 
the Brooklyn school needs.

“This could be the starting point 
for our run in the league,” Ratley said. 
“This one win can boost our team up 
and we could have more wins.”

Lincoln wins title 
at Yankee Stadium
BY MARK RAIMONDI, ZACH 
BRAZILLER AND JOSEPH 

STASZEWSKI
This time, Lincoln 

High School fi nished the 
job.

Appearing in the Pub-
lic School Athletic League 
City Championship divi-
sion for the second straight 
year, the Railsplitters beat 
Erasmus Hall, 20–12, in a 
dramatic game that came 
down to the fi nal seconds 
— winning its fi rst title 
since 1993. 

Despite the loss, Eras-
mus made its fi rst-ever ti-
tle game appearance at the 
highest classifi cation — 
and running back Kahlil 
Lewin’s improbable 52-
yard fi rst half scamper, in 
which he broke numerous 
tackles, was featured on 
ESPN SportsCenter’s top 
plays that night.

It’s been an amazing 
season. Lincoln standouts 
include:

All-City football 
Player of the Year: Ka-
reem Folkes, Lincoln 
High School

Folkes entered the sea-
son with a bullseye on his 
back since he was the lone 
star from last season’s 
runner-up team. 

In preparation for the 
challenge, Folkes put him-

self through a demand-
ing offseason regimen of 
workouts which included 
working out at Chelsea 
Piers Blue Streak, a sports 
performance training or-
ganization in Manhattan, 
and with former team-
mate Ishaq Williams’ fa-
ther, Shaun. They paid 
off with a memorable un-
defeated season and city 
championship.

“It’s perfect,” the 
5-foot-9 standout said af-
ter the Railsplitters vic-
tory at Yankee Stadium. 
“We made history. When 
I come back to the school 
years from now, I can say 
we did it.”

Folkes, who has drawn 
interest from Fordham, 
Wagner, Albany and 
Stony Brook, was Mr. Ev-
erything for Lincoln — he 
was the team’s go-to run-
ning back with a league-
leading 28 rushing touch-
downs and 1,748 yards and 
top cornerback. But more 
than any on-fi eld pro-
duction, he shed his shy 
demeanor and became 
a leader for this young 
team. His inexperienced 
teammates, such as quar-
terback Jessel Jones and 
Denzel Duchenne, drew 
confi dence from Folkes.

— Lincoln’s Kareem Folkes — Lincoln coach Shawn O’Connor

Continued on Page 29

Lincoln’s Kareem Folkes gets tackled by Erasmus Hall’s Tyquan 
Irons at Yankee Stadium in the Bronx. Photo by Denis Gostev

Grand Street Campus’ Quanisha Ratley goes for a layup in the game against Brooklyn Tech 
at Grand Street Campus HS. Photo by Denis Gostev
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Taylonn Murphy 

paused for a second as he 
looked down at the black 
No. 15 Murry Bergtraum 
basketball jersey in his 
hands. It was the one 
his daughter, Tayshana 
“Chicken” Murphy, never 
got to wear, but was sup-
posed to don this season 
before being tragically 
killed on Sept. 11.

“I’ll probably hang 
this up, put it in a case,” 
he said. “It’s just think-
ing about what could have 
been.”

Murphy’s family has 
lived through a number 
of heartfelt tributes since 
her passing. Being pre-
sented with her jersey at 
an event in her honor — 
the Tayshana “Chicken” 
Murphy Memorial Classic 
— at Bergtraum was one 
of the most touching.

“This was a shock,” 
Murphy said.

Taylonn Murphy tried 
to stay away from Lady 
Blazers games recently 
because he felt his pres-
ence made her fallen 
daughter’s teammates 
nervous. But he relented 
when Bergtraum coach 
Ed Grezinsky called him 
last Wednesday and told 
him he needed to be at the 
team’s game the next day 
— not knowing exactly 
why.

“I just did it at the last 
second,” Grezinsky said. 
“It wasn’t something I 
planned. I thought it was 
the right thing to do.”

He and the kids de-
cided before the year that 
no one would wear her 
number this season. Berg-
traum put together one of 
its most inspired perfor-
mances of the season in 
a 56–25 win over Long Is-
land power North Babylon 
in her honor. 

“We knew she would 
have been on the fl oor with 
us today,” senior and close 
friend Shequana Harris 
said. “Unfortunately she 
is not. She is here in spirit. 
We just came out strong 
and played for her.”

Doing so has put an 

emotional strain on them 
thus far this season, which 
has been fi lled with more 
close losses than the Lady 
Blazers have been used to. 
Grenzinsky said all the re-
minders are tough on the 
psyche because it brings 
back memories.

“Sometimes it’s good 
to get away from that,” he 
said.

Murphy’s dad was 
happy with what he saw 
last Thursday. He believes 
the players have fought 
through whatever men-
tal hurdles were placed 
in front of them at the be-
ginning of the season and 
have begun to regain their 
swagger. After looking 
forward — jersey in hand 
— talking about the Lady 
Blazers winning a 14th 
straight Public School 
Athletic League city title, 
there was still an urge to  
imagine what might have 
been.

“I know if she was here, 
if she was able to showcase 
her talent with the rest of 
the girls like Shequana 
[Harris], they might have 
had the best backcourt in 
the city,” Taylonn Murphy 
said. “Tayshana was a 
monster. Once she stepped 
inside these four lines it 
was business.”

Just when we thought we’d seen it all from our gridiron Goldilocks Ida Eisenstein, she managed to astound us 
again this week! 

No, she didn’t dispense with the “Footloose” ringtone on her cellphone, and she most certainly did not stop buying 
tins of smoked kippers from the Silver Star meat market. 

What she did was even more remarkable than that.
She smiled.
First time in 17 weeks. 
Of course, the Dutch tabloids had a fi eld day with the news, assuming “De Koningin Profeet” — the Queen Prophet 

— had a mirthful mug simply because she concluded another successful regular season, where she notched a 131-
118-7 record.

Nothing could be further from the truth, considering her real test will come in the upcoming weeks, on the road 
to fulfi lling a promise she made last month to a deaf Norwegian baker: 
picking every postseason game correctly on the road to the Super Bowl. 

Eisenstein — cagey as usual — revealed precious little about her con-
founding countenance, offering only this, from Russian revolutionary 
Leon Trotsky, her inspiration for the week: “In a serious struggle there is 
no worse cruelty than to be magnanimous at an inopportune time.”

  
Ida’s postseason picks:
Texans (-3) over Bengals:
“They’re playing better than the Bengals.”

Lions (+10.5) over Saints:
“Saints are good but I don’t think they’ll win by 10.5 points.”

Steelers (-7.5) over Broncos:
“Broncos did not look good last week.”

Ida’s Kryptonite Lock of the Week:
Giants (-3.5) over Falcons:
“Giants are going to go for it.”

131-118-7, 10-7 on Kryptonite Lock of the Week.
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Ida Eisenstein:

Need some postseason pics? Ask Ida!

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Midwood fell to the 

Staten Island Tech girl’s 
basketball team on Dec. 29, 
giving up a 50–37 loss at 
Murry Bergtraum in Man-
hattan.

The Midwood Hornets 
came out ahead after the 
fi rst quarter, but Staten Is-
land’s Gabriella Marinac-
cio entered into the second 
round shooting and never 
stopped.

“That’s as good as I’ve 
seen her shoot since she’s 
been here,” said Staten Is-
land Tech senior Kaitlyn 
Astel.

The junior guard scored 
a career high 19 points. She 
connected on three of her 
six three point attempts in 
a decisive second quarter 
to help propel Staten Is-
land over Midwood during 
the crucial game, which 
was part of the Tayshana 

“Chicken” Mur-
phy Memorial 
Classic.

“I felt it today, 
more so than any 
other day,” Mari-
naccio said about 
her stellar per-
formance.

The same 
could be said 
for her team-
mates. Midwood 
led 6–5 after the 
fi rst quarter, but 
Seagulls coach 
Peter LaMarca 
felt his club just 
needed time to 
fi nd their stroke 
in the cold gym. 

It didn’t take 
long: three Staten 
Island Tech play-
ers combined for 
six three point-
ers in the quarter. That in-
cluded a four point play from 

Marinaccio that helped the 
Seagulls take a 27–11 lead 

Midwood Hornets fall 
to Staten Island Tech

into the break. Astel led the 
way with 20 points and Ke-
lin Walsh added six.

“If we are all on, we’re 
unstoppable,” Marinaccio 
said.

Nagging team injuries 
forced Midwood coach Mike 
Moore to play zone defense. 
He tried to stretch the cov-
erage as far as he could, but 
ultimately fell short. That, 
coupled with the Hornets’ 
failure to connect, cer-
tainly dimmed the team’s 
chances. 

Midwood hoopster Cam-
era Miley tallied 18 points 
and Monet Keane-Dawes 
added eight.

Looking back on last 
Thursday’s game, LaMarca 
said he would love to see his 
team’s shooting stay exactly 
as it was against Midwood.

“Gabby was on fi re,” La-
Marca said. “I hope she is 
like that until March.”

Bishop Loughlin’s Imani Tate 
goes for a layup in the game 
against Lincoln at Murry 
Bergtraum HS in Manhattan. 
 Photo by Denis Gostev

Remembering 
Tayshana 

‘Chicken’ Murphy

Staten Island Tech player Kaitlyn Astel led 
her team to a rousing win over Midwood at 
the Tayshana “Chicken” Murphy Memorial 
Classic.  Photo by Lauren Marsh



29
J

AN. 5-11, 2012, C
OURIER L

IFE

B

K

G

BY COLIN MIXSON
The Brooklyn Aviators 

were run over — twice — 
last week, suffering two 
humiliating defeats, one 
of them a shutout, at the 
hands of the New Jersey 
Outlaws, but managed to 
lift their sticks from the 
mud long enough to end the 
year with a win against the  
Cape Cod Bluefi ns on New 
Year’s Eve.

The Brooklyn Aviators 
were ransacked by the New 
Jersey Outlaws last Thurs-
day, yielding a heart-crush-
ing 6–3 defeat at the Capital 
One Ice Vault in dirty Jer-
sey — bringing an end to a 
hard-won three game win-
ning streak, which Brook-
lyn enjoyed since their glori-
ous Dec. 11 triumph against 
the Akwesasne Warriors. 

The loss came as no sur-
prise to fans, who are used 
to watching the Aviators get 
robbed by the rotten Out-
laws. Brooklyn currently 
has an 0-6 record against 
the Outlaws.

The Outlaws set the tone 
for the slaughter early, fi nd-
ing the net after only 41 
seconds in the fi rst period 

— which they followed up 
with another goal 12 min-
utes later. But Brooklyn 
didn’t leave the fi rst round 
empty-handed, earning a 
powerplay point before the 
buzzer sounded. 

The Aviators were 
routed in the second, with 
the Outlaws trampling 
Brooklyn 2–0. The Boy’s of 
Winter rallied in the third, 
but only managed to match 
Jersey 2–2 — an effort that 
proved too little, too late to 
trump the indomitable Out-
laws.

The Aviators pressed 
the goal throughout the 
match, with 45 net shots 
to the Outlaws’ 35 before 
its conclusion. But Jersey 
net minder Dan McWhin-
ney proved harder to crack 
than a bank vault, stopping 
42 shots to Aviator goalie Jo 
St. Pierre’s mere 29.

Thursday’s loss, how-
ever, was just a preview to 
Friday’s horror show.

Brooklyn was utterly 
annihilated by the Outlaws 
last Friday — crushed in an 
8-0 shutout.

Brooklyn net minder Pe-
ter Dundovich gave up two 

goals in the fi rst period, 
followed by four additional 
morale-shattering points 
in the second. Goalie Jo St. 
Pierre took over for Dun-
dovich in the fi nal period — 
but fared no better, giving 
up two.

But Brooklyn’s goal ten-
ders weren’t the only Avia-
tors to fall apart during Fri-
day’s disgraceful loss.

The Outlaws outshot and 
outplayed Brooklyn dur-
ing the three period rout, 
ending the game with 51 at-
tempts at the Aviators net to 
Brooklyn’s 34. The Outlaws 
also spent less time in the 
box with two penalties to 
Brooklyn’s seven.

Yet the Hockey Gods took 
pity on Brooklyn during 
the New Year’s Eve game 
against the Cape Cod Blue-
fi ns, bestowing Brooklyn’s 
Boys of Winter with an easy 
7-3 win against the hated 
fi sh at the Hangar in Floyd 
Bennett Field that included 
a hat trick from rookie for-
ward Andrew Owsiak.

Still smarting from the 
two losses, the Aviators took 
no prisoners as they hit the 
ice on Saturday, scoring six 

goals in the opening frame.
Forward Matt Atsoff 

kicked things off by scoring 
three minutes into the fi rst 

period. Center Lucas Schott 
quickly followed suit before 
Owsiak smacked in three 
consecutive goals — drown-

ing the Fish under an in-
surmountable lead.

But the Aviators weren’t 
fi nished: they scored once 
again in the second, leaving 
the Bluefi ns high and dry 
— even after Cape Cod net-
ted two pucks in the third 
period.

Saturday’s stellar win 
marked the third straight 
victory against the Blue-
fi ns, a team Brooklyn found 
hard to beat when the sea-
son started.

But that all changed 
right before Christmas: 
the A’s hooked two wins 
against the Bluefi ns, leav-
ing their record against the 
fi sh at 4-4. Saturday’s win 
puts the Aviators over the 
top in this ongoing Flyer vs. 
Fish drama.

The Brooklyn Aviators 
will return home to battle 
the New Jersey Outlaws at 
Aviator Sports and Events 
Center [3159 Flatbush Ave. 
in Floyd Bennett Field in 
Marine Park, (718) 758-7580] 
on Jan. 13, at 7:05 pm. Tick-
ets are $12 ($10 for seniors 
and children under 14) For 
more info, visit www.brook-
lynaviators.com.

“I feel honored to play with 
that guy right there,” Jones said, 
gazing at Folkes in awe after the 
championship game. “He did it all 
for us. He’s a horse.”

The best example was that city 
championship game against Eras-
mus Hall. 

Folkes was nursing a high left 
ankle sprain that cheated him of 
his stop on a dime cuts and break-
away speed. He still pounded out 
80 rushing yards and a touchdown 
and broke up the possible game-
tying score to Luder Jean Louis, 
who had seven inches on him, in 
the end zone as time expired.

“It shows you the heart of 
a lion,” Lincoln coach Shawn 
O’Connor said. “He’s written his 
own legacy.”

All-City football Coach of 
the Year: Shawn O’Connor, 
Lincoln High School

Shawn O’Connor has made 
football part of the conversation 
at Lincoln High School, which 
has always been known as a bas-
ketball school.

The 11th-year coach won his 
first title this year — but people 
have been paying attention to 
O’Connor and his squad for the 
last three seasons.

Lincoln won 20 straight reg-
ular-season games, has reached 
the title game the last two years 
and has a bevy of talented un-
derclassmen to continue the pro-
gram’s upswing.

O’Connor did a phenomenal 
job this fall with an inexperi-
enced team. He returned just 
two starters — running back 
Kareem Folkes and two-way 
lineman Robert Kitching — yet 
Lincoln won its 13 games by a 

hard-to-fathom 518–90.
“My kids did a great job prov-

ing who they are,” O’Connor 
said. “Everybody wanted to talk 
about who we lost rather than 
who we brought back.”

The Railsplitters had a work-
manlike approach from the mid-
dle of August to winning it all. 
They were pushed just twice, 
in the quarterfinals against 
Thomas Jefferson and in the city 
final against Erasmus Hall, yet 
never grew overconfident, a nod 
to the humble O’Connor and his 
hard-working staff.

“It feels really sweet because 
nobody expected it,” O’Connor 
said. “We rose above everyone 
else’s expectations.”

You could see how special 
the bond was between coach and 
player during Lincoln’s celebra-
tion. Every Railsplitter wanted 
to talk about O’Connor, how he 
cared about them beyond the 

field and what the future held 
for them, and their way of repay-
ing him was with a title.

“We did this for Coach,” 
Folkes said. “He wanted it so 
much.”

Aviators gunned down by Outlaws

Continued from Page 27

Lincoln

Lincoln’s coach Shawn O’Connor celebrates victory over Erasmus with his team 
at Yankee Stadium. Photo by Denis Gostev

Aviators forward Jesse Felten shakes off a Cape Cod Bluefi n as he 
races a puck to the net during Saturday’s 7-3 rout over Cape Cod. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson
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LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF SALE
JPMorgan Chase Bank,  
National Association, in  
accordance with its rights  
as current secured party,  
will conduct a public sale  
of security: the proprie- 
tary lease and 355  
shares of stock of KINGS  
VILLAGE CORP. Said se- 
curity is appurtenant to  
premises: located at  
1270 East 51st Street,  
Apt. 2R, BROOKLYN, NY  
11218. Said sale in- 
cludes the fixtures and  
articles of personal prop- 
erty now or hereafter af- 
fixed to or used in con- 
nection with said premis- 
es. The sale shall be on  
January 19, 2012 at  
10:00 AM at the foot of  
the Courthouse steps,  
facing Adams Street, of  
the Supreme Court of the  
State of New York,  
County of Kings, located  
at 360 Adams Street,  
Brooklyn, NY 11201. The  
secured party reserves  
the right to bid. The se- 
cured party makes no  
representations or war- 
ranties as to the title or  
premises being sold  
herein.
The sale is subject to any  
conditions of transfer set  
by the cooperative corpo- 
ration or its board, and  
subject to any tenants or  
occupants of the subject  
premises and the Terms  
of Sale to be read at the  
sale. Victor Rawner, Auc- 
tioneer, License #  
1224356 
ROSICKI, ROSICKI & AS- 
SOCIATES, P.C.
Attorneys for Secured  
Party
Fishkill Office 2 Summit  
Court
Suite 301
Fishkill, NY 12524
845.897.1600

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF SALE
JPMorgan Chase Bank,  
National Association, in  
accordance with its rights  
as current secured party,  
will conduct a public sale  
of security: the proprie- 
tary lease and 0 shares  
of stock of 599 EAST  
7TH STREET OWNERS`  
CORP. Said security is  
appurtenant to premises:  
located at 599 E 7TH ST  
3M, BROOKLYN, NY  
11218. Said sale in- 
cludes the fixtures and  
articles of personal prop- 
erty now or hereafter af- 
fixed to or used in con- 
nection with said premis- 
es. The sale shall be on  
January 12, 2012 at  
01:15 PM at the foot of  
the Courthouse steps,  
facing Adams Street, of  
the Supreme Court of the  
State of New York,  
County of Kings, located  
at 360 Adams Street,  
Brooklyn, NY 11201. The  
secured party reserves  
the right to bid. The se- 
cured party makes no  
representations or war- 
ranties as to the title or  
premises being sold  
herein.
The sale is subject to any  
conditions of transfer set  
by the cooperative corpo- 
ration or its board, and  
subject to any tenants or  
occupants of the subject  
premises and the Terms  
of Sale to be read at the  
sale. Victor Rawner, Auc- 
tioneer, License #  
1224356 
ROSICKI, ROSICKI & AS- 
SOCIATES, P.C.
Attorneys for Secured  
Party
Fishkill Office 2 Summit  
Court
Suite 301
Fishkill, NY 12524
845.897.1600

LEGAL NOTICE

504 PROSPECT LLC  
Art. Of Org, Filed Sec. Of  
State of NY 08/26/2011.  
Off. Loc.: Kings Co. SSNY  
designated as agent  
upon whom process  
against it may be served.  
SSNY to mail copy of pro- 
cess to  THE LLC, 342  
Seventh Avenue, Brook- 
lyn, NY 11215. Purpose:  
Any lawful act or activity.

Notice of Formation of  
LA SIRE HOLDINGS,  
LLC.  Arts. of Org. filed  
with Secy. of State of NY  
(SSNY) on 10/31/11.  Of- 
fice location: Kings  
County.  SSNY designat- 
ed as agent of LLC upon  
whom process against it  
may be served.  SSNY  
shall mail process to: The  
LLC, 1171 Ocean Park- 
way, #3E, Brooklyn, NY  
11230.  Purpose: any  
lawful activities.

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability compa- 
ny (LLC). Name: M&M  
REMSEN, LLC. Articles of  
Organization filed with  
Secretary of State of New  
York (SSNY) on  
12/06/2011. Office loca- 
tion: Kings County. SSNY  
designated as agent of  
LLC upon whom process  
against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail copy of  
process to: THE LLC 115  
REMSEN STREET  
BROOKLYN, NY 11201.  
Purpose: any lawful pur- 
pose.

Notice of Formation of  
Limited Liability Company  
(LLC) Name: AQUA 2939  
GC LLC  Articles of Or- 
ganization filed by the  
Department of State of  
New York on:  
09/14/2011 Office loca- 
tion: County of Kings.  
Purpose: any and all law- 
ful activities. Secretary of  
State of New York (SSNY)  
designated as agent of  
LLC upon whom process  
against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail a copy of  
process to: c/o Residen- 
tial Management (NY)  
Inc. 1651 Coney Island  
Avenue Brooklyn, NY  
11230

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF SALE
Chase Home Finance,  
LLC, in accordance with  
its rights as current se- 
cured party, will conduct  
a public sale of security:  
the proprietary lease and  
171 shares of stock of  
PARKWAY AND C OWN- 
ERS CORP. Said security  
is appurtenant to premis- 
es: located at 415 AVE C,  
Apt. 1B A/K/A Apt. 113,  
BROOKLYN, NY 11218.  
Said sale includes the fix- 
tures and articles of per- 
sonal property now or  
hereafter affixed to or  
used in connection with  
said premises. The sale  
shall be on January 12th,  
2012 at 10:30AM at the  
foot of the Courthouse  
steps, facing Adams  
Street, of the Supreme  
Court of the State of New  
York, County of Kings, lo- 
cated at 360 Adams  
Street, Brooklyn, NY  
11201. The secured par- 
ty reserves the right to  
bid. The secured party  
makes no representa- 
tions or warranties as to  
the title or premises be- 
ing sold herein.
The sale is subject to any  
conditions of transfer set  
by the cooperative corpo- 
ration or its board, and  
subject to any tenants or  
occupants of the subject  
premises and the Terms  
of Sale to be read at the  
sale. Victor Rawner, Auc- 
tioneer, License #  
1224356 
ROSICKI, ROSICKI & AS- 
SOCIATES, P.C.
Attorneys for Secured  
Party
Fishkill Office 2 Summit  
Court
Suite 301
Fishkill, NY 12524
845.897.1600

NOTICE OF SALE
Chase Home Finance,  
LLC, in accordance with  
its rights as current se- 
cured party, will conduct  
a public sale of security:  
the proprietary lease and  
28 shares of stock of  
416 OCEAN TENANTS  
CORP. Said security is  
appurtenant to premises:  
located at 416 OCEAN  
AVE, Apt. 51, BROOK- 
LYN, NY 11226. Said  
sale includes the fixtures  
and articles of personal  
property now or hereafter  
affixed to or used in con- 
nection with said premis- 
es. The sale shall be on  
January 26th, 2012 at  
10:00AM at the foot of 

LEGAL NOTICE

the Courthouse steps,  
facing Adams Street, of  
the Supreme Court of the  
State of New York,  
County of Kings, located  
at 360 Adams Street,  
Brooklyn, NY 11201. The  
secured party reserves  
the right to bid. The se- 
cured party makes no  
representations or war- 
ranties as to the title or  
premises being sold  
herein.
The sale is subject to any  
conditions of transfer set  
by the cooperative corpo- 
ration or its board, and  
subject to any tenants or  
occupants of the subject  
premises and the Terms  
of Sale to be read at the  
sale. Victor Rawner, Auc- 
tioneer, License #  
1224356 
ROSICKI, ROSICKI & AS- 
SOCIATES, P.C.
Attorneys for Secured  
Party
Fishkill Office 2 Summit  
Court
Suite 301
Fishkill, NY 12524
845.897.1600

NOTICE OF SALE
JPMorgan Chase Bank,  
NA, in accordance with  
its rights as current se- 
cured party, will conduct  
a public sale of security:  
the proprietary lease and  
60 shares of stock of  
451 CLINTON OWNERS  
CORP. Said security is  
appurtenant to premises:  
located at 451 CLINTON  
AVE APT 2E, BROOKLYN,  
NY 11238. Said sale in- 
cludes the fixtures and  
articles of personal prop- 
erty now or hereafter af- 
fixed to or used in con- 
nection with said premis- 
es. The sale shall be on  
January 12th, 2012 at  
10:00AM at the foot of  
the Courthouse steps,  
facing Adams Street, of  
the Supreme Court of the  
State of New York,  
County of Kings, located  
at 360 Adams Street,  
Brooklyn, NY 11201. The  
secured party reserves  
the right to bid. The se- 
cured party makes no  
representations or war- 
ranties as to the title or  
premises being sold  
herein.
The sale is subject to any  
conditions of transfer set  
by the cooperative corpo- 
ration or its board, and  
subject to any tenants or  
occupants of the subject  
premises and the Terms  
of Sale to be read at the 

LEGAL NOTICE

sale. Victor Rawner, Auc- 
tioneer, License #  
1224356 
ROSICKI, ROSICKI & AS- 
SOCIATES, P.C.
Attorneys for Secured  
Party
Fishkill Office 2 Summit  
Court
Suite 301
Fishkill, NY 12524
845.897.1600

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF SALE
JPMorgan Chase Bank,  
National Association, in  
accordance with its rights  
as current secured party,  
will conduct a public sale 

LEGAL NOTICE

of security: the proprie- 
tary lease and 109  
shares of stock of CLIN- 
TON HILL APTS. OWN- 
ERS CORP. Said security  
is appurtenant to premis- 
es: located at 185 CLIN- 
TON AVE #10D, BROOK- 
LYN, NY 11205. Said  
sale includes the fixtures  
and articles of personal  
property now or hereafter  
affixed to or used in con- 
nection with said premis- 
es. The sale shall be on  
January 26, 2012 at  
10:15 AM at the foot of  
the Courthouse steps,  
facing Adams Street, of  
the Supreme Court of the  
State of New York,  
County of Kings, located  
at 360 Adams Street,  
Brooklyn, NY 11201. The  
secured party reserves  
the right to bid. The se- 
cured party makes no  
representations or war- 
ranties as to the title or  
premises being sold  
herein.
The sale is subject to any  
conditions of transfer set  
by the cooperative corpo- 
ration or its board, and  
subject to any tenants or  
occupants of the subject  
premises and the Terms  
of Sale to be read at the  
sale. Victor Rawner, Auc- 
tioneer, License #  
1224356 
ROSICKI, ROSICKI & AS- 
SOCIATES, P.C.
Attorneys for Secured  
Party
Fishkill Office 2 Summit  
Court
Suite 301
Fishkill, NY 12524
845.897.1600

NOTICE OF SALE
JPMorgan Chase Bank,  
National Association, in  
accordance with its rights  
as current secured party,  
will conduct a public sale  
of security: the proprie- 
tary lease and 185  
shares of stock of 446  
KINGSTON OWNERS  
CORP. Said security is  
appurtenant to premises:  
located at 446 KING- 
STON AVE B7, BROOK- 
LYN, NY 11225. Said  
sale includes the fixtures  
and articles of personal  
property now or hereafter  
affixed to or used in con- 
nection with said premis- 
es. The sale shall be on  
January 19, 2012 at  
10:45 AM at the foot of  
the Courthouse steps,  
facing Adams Street, of  
the Supreme Court of the  
State of New York, 

LEGAL NOTICE

County of Kings, located  
at 360 Adams Street,  
Brooklyn, NY 11201. The  
secured party reserves  
the right to bid. The se- 
cured party makes no  
representations or war- 
ranties as to the title or  
premises being sold  
herein.
The sale is subject to any  
conditions of transfer set  
by the cooperative corpo- 
ration or its board, and  
subject to any tenants or  
occupants of the subject  
premises and the Terms  
of Sale to be read at the  
sale. Victor Rawner, Auc- 
tioneer, License #  
1224356 
ROSICKI, ROSICKI & AS- 
SOCIATES, P.C.
Attorneys for Secured  
Party
Fishkill Office 2 Summit  
Court
Suite 301
Fishkill, NY 12524
845.897.1600

NOTICE OF SALE
JPMorgan Chase Bank,  
National Association, in  
accordance with its rights  
as current secured party,  
will conduct a public sale  
of security: the proprie- 
tary lease and 250  
shares of stock of 590  
PARKSIDE AVENUE  
HOUSING DEVELOPMENT  
FUND CORPORATION.  
Said security is appurten- 
ant to premises: located  
at 590 PARKSIDE AVE,  
Apt. 2BE, BROOKLYN, NY  
11226. Said sale in- 
cludes the fixtures and  
articles of personal prop- 
erty now or hereafter af- 
fixed to or used in con- 
nection with said premis- 
es. The sale shall be on  
January 12, 2012 at  
10:45 AM at the foot of  
the Courthouse steps,  
facing Adams Street, of  
the Supreme Court of the  
State of New York,  
County of Kings, located  
at 360 Adams Street,  
Brooklyn, NY 11201. The  
secured party reserves  
the right to bid. The se- 
cured party makes no  
representations or war- 
ranties as to the title or  
premises being sold  
herein.
The sale is subject to any  
conditions of transfer set  
by the cooperative corpo- 
ration or its board, and  
subject to any tenants or  
occupants of the subject  
premises and the Terms  
of Sale to be read at the  
sale. Victor Rawner, Auc-

LEGAL NOTICE

tioneer, License #  
1224356 
ROSICKI, ROSICKI & AS- 
SOCIATES, P.C.
Attorneys for Secured  
Party
Fishkill Office 2 Summit  
Court
Suite 301
Fishkill, NY 12524
845.897.1600

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF SALE
JPMorgan Chase Bank,  
National Association, in  
accordance with its rights  
as current secured party,  
will conduct a public sale  
of security: the proprie-

LEGAL NOTICE

tary lease and 105  
shares of stock of CLIN- 
TON HILL APTS. OWN- 
ERS CORP. Said security  
is appurtenant to premis- 
es: located at 209 CLIN- 
TON AVE, Apt. 11H,  
BROOKLYN, NY 11205.  
Said sale includes the fix- 
tures and articles of per- 
sonal property now or  
hereafter affixed to or  
used in connection with  
said premises. The sale  
shall be on January 19,  
2012 at 10:15 AM at the  
foot of the Courthouse  
steps, facing Adams  
Street, of the Supreme  
Court of the State of  
New, York, County of  
Kings, located at 360 Ad- 
ams Street, Brooklyn, NY  
11201. The secured par- 
ty reserves the right to  
bid. The secured party  
makes no representa- 
tions or warranties as to  
the title or premises be- 
ing sold herein.
The sale is subject to any  
conditions of transfer set  
by the cooperative corpo- 
ration or its board, and  
subject to any tenants or  
occupants of the subject  
premises and the Terms  
of Sale to be read at the  
sale. Victor Rawner, Auc- 
tioneer, License #  
1224356 
ROSICKI, ROSICKI & AS- 
SOCIATES, P.C.
Attorneys for Secured  
Party
Fishkill Office 2 Summit  
Court
Suite 301
Fishkill, NY 12524
845.897.1600

LEGAL NOTICE

163 MONROE LLC, a  
domestic LLC, Arts. of  
Org. filed with the SSNY  
on 9/30/11. Office loca- 
tion: Kings County.  SSNY  
is designated as agent  
upon whom process  
against the LLC may be  
served.  SSNY shall mail  
process to: The LLC, 163  
Monroe St., Brooklyn, NY  
11216. General Purpos- 
es.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of CANT LLC, a domestic  
LLC. Art. of Org. filed  
Sec’y of State (SSNY)  
10/19/2011. SSNY shall  
mail copy of process 109  
Park Place, #1R, Brook- 
lyn, NY 11217, Attn: C.  
Taylor, princ. ofc. ad- 
dress of LLC. Purpose:  
any lawful activities.

LEGAL NOTICE
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UGLY BATHTUB?
Do You Have An

NOW OFFERING COMPLETE ACRYLIC BATHTUB AND WALL LINER 

SYSTEMS IN MANY STYLES AND COLORS AT AFFORDABLE RATES

With this coupon. One coupon per customer. 
Not valid with other offers or prior services. Offer expires 3-31-12.

With this coupon. One coupon per customer. 
Not valid with other offers or prior services. Offer expires 3-31-12.


