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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
What do mac and cheese, velvet 

Elvis paintings, and pots of chili 
have in common? They are all the 
building blocks of a career.

The Takedowns are a series of 
pub contests in which entrants take 
a ubiquitous food, like  mac and 
cheese  or meatballs, or a kitschy 

art form, like 
cat drawings 
or  velvet Elvis 
paintings , and 
compete to 
come up with 
the tastiest or 
best-looking 
creation in a 

short time period. And the Bush-
wick resident behind the wacky 
events treats organizing them like 
it is his job — because it is.

“This is all I do now,” said 
Takedown organizer Matt Timms 
(pictured above). “I’m supposed to 
be an actor.”

The events started a decade ago 
as informal cook-offs in Timms’ 
Williamsburg pad (see page 2 for 
a history of the events through 
fl yers). But soon he was hosting 
his unique brand of food face-offs 
in watering holes around the bor-
ough and, before long, they had 
grown too big for venues such as 
Matchless and Union Pool, forcing 
them into their current home in 
Gowanus’ Bell House.

Timms charges admission to 

BY MEGAN RIESZ
Call them the Department of 

Transformation.
Activists with the road-safety 

group Right of Way strung up a 
bunch of fake 20-mile-per-hour speed 
limit signs over the weekend in Fort 
Greene, Park Slope, and Greenpoint, 
neighborhoods they say desper-
ately need speed limit reductions to 
slow traffi c fatalities. The guerilla 
signage is meant to build support 
for city road planners who want to 

squeeze drivers, not to attack them 
for failing to lower the speed limit on 
city streets, the road warriors said.

“We’re not trying to turn anyone 
against the Department of Transpor-
tation — we’re trying to help them 
out,” said Right of Way organizer 
Keegan Stephan. “I hope that this 
event helps build momentum.”

Right of Way targeted neighbor-
hoods that the city has passed over 
for so-called “Slow Zone” designa-

Activists push 20 mph limit — 
by putting up their own signs

Continued on page 21

Continued on page 21
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SAFE AND SIGNED: Fort Greene resident Taryn Crosby fastens one of 
many “20 is Plenty” signs crafted by the road safety group Right of Way.

THE NEED FOR 
LESS SPEED

Making a 
living off 
munchies

Anime-fan couple gets engaged at Japan fest
BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
At least one anime en-

thusiast got more than 
she bargained for at a 
Downtown convention last 
weekend when her partner 

in Japanimation proposed 
to her.

Ronald Gonzalez and 
Jecibel Rodriguez were 
volunteering at  New York 
University–Polytechnic’s 

annual anime festival 
SpringFestNY  where they 
met three years ago and, 
from the moment they 
walked into the cafeteria 
on Saturday, Rodriguez 

knew something was up.
“I thought something 

was wrong with him,” she 
said.

Gonzalez popped the 
Continued on page 25

CONGRATS!: The happy 
couple, Ronald Gonzalez 
and Jecibel Rodriguez.
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Matt Timms has hosted offbeat contests at bars around 

Brooklyn for more than a decade (see cover story). The 

Takedown events started as chili cook-offs advertised 

with black-and-white fl yers and have evolved to incor-

porate bacon, Bob Ross paintings, and out-of-this world 

color posters. Look back at some of the most radical 

Takedowns Brooklyn has ever seen and the fl yers that 

promoted them, as told by Timms.  — Matthew Perlman
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CHILI 
FACTOR

Aviator’s chili fest has 
ostrich on the menu

Some like it hot: Tyler shows off 
one of the chilis he’ll be serving 
at Aviator Sports and Event 
Center’s first-ever chili fest.

Photo by Steve Solomonson

By Max Jaeger

Something spicy is cooking at Floyd 
Bennett Field.

Marine Park’s Aviator Sports and 
Events Center is stirring up a chili festival, 
where adventurous attendees can sample up 
to 15 variations on the famous stew, includ-
ing an exotic ostrich chili. Aviator’s staff will 
be cooking up the many offerings, which are 
inspired by flavors from around the world.

“As a chef, I worked a lot of different 
places — and also lot of different countries 
— so I’m familiar with different spices and 

flavors,” said Aviator’s in-house chef Chris 
Tyler.

Tyler said he created the entire menu 
using recipes he has picked up in his travels 
— as well as a little ingenuity.

For instance, he is not just swapping out 
beef for poultry in his turkey chili. Instead, 
Tyler is making Jamaican-style jerk turkey 
chili.

Other offerings include a marinated pork 
shoulder chili, seafood chili, a bittersweet 
beer-and-chocolate chili, and even a vegetar-
ian chili. For the iron-tongued, there will 

also be a “dragon’s breath” chili — which 
Tyler said is sure to melt your mouth.

Diners who can’t handle the heat can still 
chow down, with a variety of fair-style foods 
available — including pulled pork, hotdogs, 
and hamburgers — plus cotton-candy and 
ice cream to soothe the burn.

Tyler said the event center was initially 
slated to host a firehouse chili cook-off. 
When that fell through, the idea kept sim-
mering in his mind, so he devised his own 
homage to the southwestern staple.

Admission includes chili samples, car-

nival games, and snacks, he said, and 35 
percent of the day’s proceeds will ben-
efit St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital in 
Tennessee.

“I figured what better way to promote 
a chili fest than to also donate to a worthy 
charity?” Tyler said.

“Aviator Chili Fest” at Aviator Sports 
and Events Center [3159 Flatbush Ave. off 
the Belt Parkway in Marine Park, (718) 
758–7500, www.aviatorsports.com] March 
29 from 1–6 pm. $25 ages 14 and up, $10 
ages 10–13, free for kids under 10.
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Cook-off promotional materials square off in epic fi ght to the fi nish
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MEATBALL TAKEDOWN, 2013 
Judges’ winner: Great 
Wall of Meatball
People’s winner: Frankie 
Meatballs
Poster inspiration: 
“There’s spaghetti and 
meatballs. Why not snakes and 
meatballs?”
Favorite memory: “There 
was this deep-fried meatball 
with a ravioli in the middle of 
it. It was insane!”
Fun fact: Timms did not 
want to do a meatball competi-
tion, but a friend pressured 
him into it. Now the dish is his 
favorite.

BOB ROSS TAKEDOWN, 2013 
People’s winner: Alice Q. 
Hoang
Poster inspiration: “It’s 
zombie Bob Ross. First of all, 
he’s dead. But also, you have 
to spin Bob Ross on his head. 
That’s the whole idea.”
Favorite memory: “Peo-
ple are such artists. Someone 
painted a Bob Ross painting 
with a volcano. One was with 
Bushwick tenements.”
Fun fact: Bob Ross was 
the fi rst art Takedown. All the 
proceeds went to Citymeals-
on-Wheels.

BATTLE OF THE FLYERS

GRITS TAKEDOWN, 2010
Judges’ winner: Gravlax and grits (kind of like lox)
People’s winner: Brazilian grits
Flyer inspiration: “The warrior princess became an octo-
pus. She eventually went on to satanic rituals.”
Favorite memory: “All the Southern transplants came out 
and people just went to town. They get all serious on you when 
you start talking grits.”
Fun fact: Grits were chosen because this Takedown was part 
of the Food Film Festival, which featured a documentary about 
grits.
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BY MAX JAEGER
What’s in a name? Would 

not a sauce by any other 
name taste as tangy?

That is the question 
among connoisseurs of Ital-
ian cuisine, when it comes 
to whether you should call 
your favorite pasta toping 
“sauce” or “gravy.”

 It’s an age-old food fi ght  
that’s still simmering to-
day, and not even Italian-
American chefs can agree 
on which to call what — or 
why. Some say it depends on 
what color it is. If it is red, 
it is sauce,  according to 
Anthony Russo, one of the 
owners of Gargiulo’s in Co-
ney Island.

“I always know it as 
sauce,” Russo said. “Gravy, 
I always thought of as brown 
sauce.”

Others say it depends on 
what you put in the pot.

“Traditionally, gravy 
has meat in it,” said Joe 
Cosenza, who manages the 
sauce-making operation at 
Michael’s of Brooklyn in 
Sheepshead Bay.

But if you take the Italian 
language as a guide, a sauce 
with meat in it should be 
called a “ragu,” not “gravy,” 
according to one chef.

“Italian Americans con-
note ‘gravy’ to mean a sauce 
with meat in it, but that’s a 
ragu,” said Pasquino Vi-
tiello, a co-owner of Queen 
Italian Restaurant in Down-
town Brooklyn.

Vitiello said that linguis-
tically, “sauce” is a more ac-
curate term— coming from 
the Italian word “salsa” — 
meaning a topping.

So where did the term 
“gravy” come from and why 
did so many people jump on 
the gravy train? 

Food writer Concetta 
DeLuco believes the con-
fusion probably started 
when newly arrived Ital-
ian Americans anxious to 
assimilate started calling 
their ragu the same thing 
other Americans called 
meat sauces — “gravy.” 

The term stuck, and peo-
ple have been using it ever 
since, though some will tell 
you they also call gravy 
“Sunday sauce” because it 
is what their grandmothers 
served at big family gather-
ings after Sunday Mass.

“I think if somebody said 
‘gravy,’ we would say it’s 

BY MEGAN RIESZ
The city is slapping 

the new Gowanus Whole 
Foods Market with a sec-
ond fi ne for letting an 
historic building it owns 
fall apart, a Landmarks 
Preservation Commission 
spokesperson reported.

The commission hit 
the grocery giant with a 
 $3,000 fi ne in December  
for failing to maintain 
the exterior of the Coignet 
building at Third Avenue 
and Third Street, which 
Whole Foods promised to 
fi x up as part of a deal to 
allow it to build on the lot 
around it, but that ticket 
was dismissed on a tech-
nicality — the city forgot 
to bring a piece of paper-
work to court, according 
to a spokeswoman. Now, 
the fancy food-seller 
claims it started restor-
ing the Coignet facade on 
March 10, but preserva-
tionists are not buying 
it and are getting ready 
to cite the upscale grocer 
again, according to a city 
spokeswoman.

“It’s unfortunate,” said 
Landmarks Preservation 
Commission rep Dama-
ris Olivo about the ticket, 
adding that she did not 
know when the organic 
grocer could expect to re-
ceive it.

A Whole Foods spokes-
man said he could not 
comment on the impend-
ing fi ne until his offi ce 

sees it, but claimed work 
on the building, once the 
New York and Long Island 
Coignet Stone Company 
headquarters, started last 
Monday and is targeted 
for completion in autumn 
or winter of this year. He 
stressed that the timeline 
is not set in stone. 

“Work offi cially started 
on March 10 and it’s a little 
unclear how long it might 
take until we’re actually 
in the midst of the proj-
ect,” spokesman Michael 
Sinatra said.

A neighbor who has ac-
cused the organic giant of 
destroying the building, 
which is an offi cial city 
landmark, says he is skep-
tical that the company 
will follow through on its 
pledge to give the place a 
facelift, arguing that it did 
nothing to fi x up the build-
ing even after the fi rst fi ne 
came down last year.

“The day after they 
got issued the violation, 
scaffolding went up, but 
still nothing happened 
as a couple months went 
by,” said Gowanus resi-
dent and musician Martin 
Bisi. 

Whole Foods has re-
peatedly  denied that it has 
anything to do with the 
structure falling apart .

The Coignet building 
was landmarked in 2006. 
It may have been the city’s 
fi rst concrete building 
when it was built in 1873.

LIKELY STORY: Whole Foods neighbor Martin Bisi says the 
gourmet grocer has not lifted a fi nger to fi x the old Coignet 
building. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

WHERE’S THE BEEF?: This meatless tomato sauce is certainly not a “gravy,” says a panel of Brook-
lyn’s Italian restaurateurs. 

Whole Foods 
again fi ned for 

building neglect

Debate: Sauce vs. gravy

‘Sunday sauce,’ ” Russo said.
As the debate rages, 

some prefer not to stir the 
pot.

“People say ‘Oh, it’s 
sauce;’ ‘No, it’s gravy’ — 
call it whatever you want,” 
said  Fred Cacace, co-owner 

of Michael’s of Brooklyn. 
Cacace sells authentic Ital-
ian toppings under both 
names .

BY MAX JAEGER
Some say that the borough’s manufac-

turing base is withering, but one Brook-
lyn small business is looking to expand 
production.

Michael’s of Brooklyn, the iconic 
Sheepshead Bay restaurant, sells its sig-
nature, home-style pasta sauces nation-
wide, giving people across the country 
a little taste of Old Brooklyn, while pro-
moting the borough’s brand with an au-
thentically local product.

“There are sauces out there that have 
Brooklyn in the name, but they’re made 
in Jersey,” said co-owner Fred Cacace. 
“Brooklyn has a certain cachet to it.”

The half-century-old, family-run res-
taurant fi rst dove into the sauce-selling 
game four years ago and began by mar-
keting locally. 

For years, the Cacaces sent patrons 
home with take-out containers of their 
famous sauces, but as time passed, they 
saw an opportunity and began packag-
ing the stuff in shelf-stable jars. 

Now gourmands can get the res-
taurant’s gravy (actual, brown gravy), 
marinara, puttanesca and arrabbiata 
from grocers such as Fairway, Eli’s, and 
Whole Foods Market.

Michael’s products are available 
coast to coast — and they even have Tex-
ans saying “fugheddaboudit.”

“Texas is one of our largest markets,” 
Cacace said.

The restaurant’s cooks make every-
thing on-site at the Avenue R restaurant. 
The production is not complicated, but 
that is what makes the product so good, 
Cacace said.

“It’s simple,” he said. “It’s the way 
you would make it at home.”

Stay saucy, Brooklyn!

PUT A LID ON IT:  Michael’s of Brooklyn 
sauce-makers pass jars through a fi lling ma-
chine, top each one off, seal them, and slap on 
a label.  Photo by Steve Solomonson

Continued on page 21
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BY MEGAN RIESZ
Buildings on the banks 

of the fi lthy Gowanus Canal 
are pieces of history worth 
saving, neighborhood activ-
ists say.

A community group 
wants to create an offi cial 
Gowanus historic district 
that would encompass a total 
of 422 properties, including 
the Batcave, a former sub-
way powerhouse that a mil-
lionaire wants to transform 
into an arts complex, and 
myriad other warehouses 
and industrial lots. The ac-
tivists behind the preserva-
tion bid say that, though few 
traces of the fi ght remain, 
the area saw the Revolution-
ary War’s Battle of Brook-
lyn and that plenty of other 
history lurks in the canal’s 
murky depths and the area’s 
unassuming factory yards. 

“People walk around 
in a dream half the time, I 
think — they don’t really get 
it, they don’t see what lies 
beneath,” said Friends and 
Residents of Greater Gow-

anus member Linda Mari-
ano, who has been interested 
in getting the preservation 
designation since the 1980s. 
“I’m a history buff and that’s 
what it’s all about.”

The 53-block area is a 
prime example of urban 
industry dating back to 
the mid-19th century, ac-
cording to the application, 
which the state will vote on 

in two months.
If the canal-side neigh-

borhood were recognized as 
historic, there would be no 
restrictions as to what locals 
could do with their prop-
erties unless they needed 
federal funding or a permit 
from a state agency, which 
would trigger a formal re-
view, according to a state 
spokesman.

An area businessman 
penned a letter slamming 
the plan, arguing that 
neighbors were not prop-
erly informed about the ap-
plication, that the tax credit 
qualifi cation process would 
be too burdensome, and that 
Gowanus is just downright 
not historic enough.

“I don’t feel that it’s in the 
best interests of the commu-

nity to have designations in 
a diverse area that doesn’t 
even have the characteris-
tics to qualify,” said Gow-
anus Alliance president 
Paul Basile, who owns sev-
eral one-story warehouses 
on Seventh Street and one 
on Baltic Street. “It’s not 
a progressive strategy for 
Gowanus moving forward.”

The neighborhood’s 

Community Board 6 is plan-
ning to ask elected offi cials 
to push a bill that would re-
quire the state to notify com-
munity boards about devel-
opments such as considering 
historic designation bids 
and closure plans like the 
one  recently approved for a 
Park Slope old folks home , 
both of which caught board 
members off guard. 

History buffs want to preserve toxic neighborhood’s fi ner points

PIECES OF THE PAST: The Carroll Street bridge (above) is one of 
the most important landmarks in Gowanus, activists say, and the 
former Brooklyn Rapid Transit Company powerhouse (left), now 
known as the Batcave, is also included in the preservation applica-
tion. Photos by Elizabeth Graham

Activists say Gowanus is historic
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Clear Healthy Skin
  isn’t it time you call?
Medical Services we accept:
GHI, HIP, 1199, AETNA, CIGNA, 
UNITED, OXFORD, HORIZON, 
HEALTHNET, MEDICARE, 
BLUE CROSS, MAGNACARE, 
AMERICHOICE, ELDERPLAN

Cosmetic Services  Botox, 
Restylane, Juvederm, Radiesse, 
Sculptra, Laser Hair Removal, Laser 
Tattoo Removal, Laser Vein Removal, 
Torn Earlobe Repair, Keloid Surgery…

Coolsculpting  Trim Fat, No Needles, 
No Downtime

254 Prospect Park West 
Park Slope

136 West 17th Street 
NYC

Javier Zelaya, MD
Verna Broughton, PA 718.832.3313

238 Prospect Park West 
(Corner of Windsor Place and Prospect Avenue)

(718) 832-5658

We are proud to announce our newly expanded market

OPEN 24 HOURS 7 DAYS A WEEK
Free Delivery ($2500 minimum purchase)

Come see our extensive line of organic products
Experience our organic coffee

ATM & Lotto machine 
now available
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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
Brooklyn’s housing 

court, where judges are 
supposed to settle landlord-
tenant arguments with an 
even hand, is doing little 
more than helping building 
owners throw renters out 
on the street, according to 
activists and local pols.

A coalition of tenant or-
ganizations and elected offi -
cials descended on Borough 
Hall last Thursday evening 
to put housing court on trial 
with a mock hearing meant 
to send the message that the 
system needs reform now.

“I think the housing 
court forgot why it was set 
up in the fi rst place,” said 
Delcina Biggs, a Pratt Area 
Community Council tenant 
leader who spent four years 
fi ghting off a bogus eviction. 
“Now it’s all about landlords 
getting their money.”

Housing court handles 
complaints from landlords 
trying to toss their tenants 
and from renters who have 
trouble getting owners to 
fi x up their buildings. Ad-
vocates contend that the 
system is slanted in favor 
of owners, which they say 
you can see clear as day if 
you consider the fact that 14 
of 15 courtrooms in Brook-
lyn’s housing court are ded-
icated to eviction proceed-
ings, while just one handles 
tenant complaints.

“Equality does not live 
in housing court right 
now,” said Assemblyman 
Walter Mosely (D–Fort 
Greene), in his testimony at 
the elaborate fake hearing 
in Borough Hall’s ceremo-
nial courtroom, where, in-
cidentally, court scenes on 
the TV show “Law and Or-
der” were fi lmed.

Tenant leaders posed 
as witnesses and talked 
about the issues tenants 
encounter in the courts af-
ter remarks from Borough 
President Adams, Public 
Advocate Letitia James, 
and other offi cials.

Biggs’ story has as many 
twists and turns as advo-
cates say the court system 
does. She lived in the same 
rent-stabilized apartment 
on E. 17th Street in Flatbush 
for 30 years and her landlord 
never pursued a major rent 
increase. But when her build-

ing was bought in 2009, the 
new owner tried to get her to 
sign bogus leases dating back 
fi ve years in order to justify a 
massive rent hike.

When she refused, he 
tried to evict her. The case 
dragged on for years.

“It had become so twisted 
because everything was 
based on fraudulent papers,” 
said Michael Grinthal, a 
lawyer for Mobilization For 
Youth Legal Services, which 
provides legal representa-
tion to people who cannot af-
ford attorneys.

The eviction bid was 
eventually thrown out, 
but without a connection 
to an advocacy group like 
the Pratt Area Community 
Council, who got Grinthal 
involved, Biggs might still 
be fi ghting it, said Jonathon 
Furlong, an organizer with 
the council.

BY MEGAN RIESZ
Brooklyn’s Betty Ford 

clinic got the thumbs up 
from a local panel last 
week.

Community Board 6 
voted 24 to 9 to approve the 
Urban Recovery House, a 
high-end Red Hook drug 
treatment facility that will 
cost as much as $50,000 for 
a 28-day stay, arguing that 
the rehab planners have 
bent over backwards to 
prove their facility will not 
alter the neighborhood for 
the worse. 

“There is no other high-
end rehab center on the East 
Coast,” said Community 
Board 6 member Suzanne 
Turet. “I think it’s the sort-

of mixed-use thing that we 
want.”

Owners hope to open the 
drug treatment center in 
2016 on Richards and Van 
Dyke streets, offering an 
abstinence-only program 
with such treatment options 
such as yoga, acupuncture, 
and music therapy.

The facility will not ac-
cept health insurance or 
government assistance 
money.

A stipulation of the 
board’s approval was that 
the center create a commu-
nity advisory group before 
opening.

A few panel members 
held out against the get-
clean center, saying that an 

upswing in non-industrial 
development in the neigh-
borhood is threatening lo-
cal jobs.

“I’m solely against this 
because of some of the ru-
mors I’ve been hearing 
about what’s going on in 
the Red Hook area,” said 
Roger Rigoli. “Jobs are be-
ing lost.”

Project partners Johan 
Sorensen and Michael Mos-
berg, husband of “Girls” 
star Jemima Kirke, have 
said their facility will cre-
ate about 50 clinical, sup-
port, and maintenance staff 
positions.

They have also promised 
to hire locally whenever 
possible.

Tenants and pols are fi ghting for the right to parley

ORDER IN THE COURT: Ron Simon played the judge in a mock trial 
at Borough Hall. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

‘Betty Ford’ clinic for Hook

Housing court on trial

*   360 monthly payments of $4.70 per $1,000 borrowed. This APR (Annual Percentage 
Rate) and monthly payment term apply when you are financing up to 80% of the 
purchase price with 2 points. If you are financing more than 80%, the APR and 
monthly payment term will be higher due to PMI (Private Mortgage Insurance). Rates 
in effect as of 03/17/2014. Rates and terms may change without notice. MCU finances 
1-4 family homes, Condos and Co-Ops located in New York. Loans and interest rates 
are subject to credit approval. FNMA limits apply. Membership is required. 

**  Available to well qualified members applying for eligible transaction types. Closing 
costs paid by Municipal Credit Union (“MCU”) will be applied to MCU’s  application 
fee, commitment fee and attorney fee. (The application fee is collected at 
application and will be rebated if and when loan closes.) For further details, 
call us today at 212-238-3521.

Apply for an MCU Mortgage today!

212-238-3521 | nymcu.org/mortgages

Home
Sweet Home

J U S T  G O T  A  L I T T L E  S W E E T E R

3 0  Y E A R  F I X E D  R AT E

4.081%3.875%
APR*Rate

Save up to $1,500 on closing fees**

Continued on Page 25
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ChartersWork.org

194 CHILDREN.  
194 DREAMS.

Don’t let Mayor de Blasio close  

Success Academy Harlem Central.

Sign our petition. 

Save our school.

#SaveThe194

Paid for by Families for Excellent Schools
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84TH PRECINCT
BROOKLYN HEIGHTS–DUMBO–BOERUM HILL–

DOWNTOWN

Run and hit
A ruffi an punched a man mid-run and 

stole his phone on Bergen Street on March 
5, cops said.

The 25-year-old victim said he was 
running between Smith and Hoyt streets 
at 5:25 pm when a punk popped out of no-
where, punched him in the face, and stole 
his phone.

Slap and dash
A lout pushed and slapped a lady on 

Garden Place before grabbing her phone 
on March 5, police stated.

The 42-year-old victim told cops she 
was walking between Joralemon and 
State streets at 5:30 pm when the brute 
approached and asked her for directions 
to Jay Street. The woman told the villain 
how to get there and kept walking, then the 
jerk ran up from behind and smacked her, 
pushed her, and snatched her phone be-
fore taking off on Joralemon Street head-
ing towards the East River, cops said. 

Two on one
Two galoots mugged a lady on Fourth 

Avenue on March 8, cops said.
The 51-year-old victim was walking 

to the subway near Pacifi c Street at 1 
am when one of the lowlifes grabbed her 
arms, and the other punched her in the 
face, giving her a black eye, police stated. 
The no-goodniks grabbed her phone and 
$60 in cash from her coat pocket, then 
scrammed, according to a report.

Pick of the lifters
Three wallets were swiped in three 

separate incidents within a few days of 
each other, cops said.

A thief snagged the billfold from a 
woman’s purse on Feb. 28 on Fulton Street, 
police said.

The 43-year-old victim told cops her 
handbag was closed when she got off the 
B52 bus on between Hoyt Street and Gal-
latin Place. But she noticed while shop-
ping in a department store near the bus 
stop sometime between 3 and 4 pm that 
her purse had been opened and her wallet 
removed, according to a police report.

The wallet contained $120 in cash, 
debit, and credit cards and someone used 
the cards to buy $62 in MetroCards imme-
diately after the theft, cops said.

A bandit then stole a wallet from a fel-
low on his way to school on Jay Street on 
March 5, according to authorities.

The 22-year-old student realized his 
Harley Davidson wallet was missing 
when he got to his school between Tillary 
Street and Tech Place at 11:30 am, police 
said. The motorcycle billfold contained 
$57 in cash, debit, and credit cards, a re-
port says.

The next day, a thief pinched a guy’s 
wallet at a restaurant on Adams Street, 
cops said.

The victim said he was at the Borough 
Hall subway station reaching for his Met-
roCard when he realized the wallet had 
vanished and, with it, $30 in cash, debit, 
and credit cards. Crooks used the cards to 
buy stuff at a nearby pharmacy and pay 
for a cab ride, according to a police re-
port.

That’s messed up
A prowler ransacked a Henry Street 

apartment while the owner was out on 
March 7, police said.

The victim reported he left his apart-
ment between Middagh and Poplar streets 
at 10:30 am and arrive home from work at 6 
pm to discover the place trashed. The bur-
glars got away with an electronic reader, a 
tablet, two pairs of heirloom earrings, and 
a necklace with a pendant, according to a 
report. 

Inside job
Cops arrested one man in connection 

with an armed robbery that took place in 
a Farragut Houses apartment building on 
March 7.

The 31-year-old victim said she was sit-
ting in the living room of her apartment 
on York Street between Gold and Bridge 
streets at 5:30 am with her daughter and 
her daughter’s father. The father’s brother 
knocked on the door and, after letting him 
in, the father took out a handgun and held 
it to his daughter’s head, according to a 
police report. 

The lowlife told the woman, “If you 
don’t give me what I want, she’s not gonna 
make it,” cops said.

The scoundrel then grabbed the wom-
an’s phone and $1,000 in cash from inside 
the pad before he and his brother va-
moosed, the report said.

The report did not clarify which man 
was arrested. — Matthew Perlman

90TH PRECINCT
SOUTHSIDE–BUSHWICK

Shoot ’em up
A gunman blasted four teens on S. Sec-

ond Street on March 14, cops said.
A group of between 10 and 15 teens were 

roaming the streets at 7:27 pm when they 
came across some youngsters at the cor-
ner of Havemeyer Street, the two groups 
got into an argument, and someone opened 
fi re, police said. Four of the youths, includ-
ing a 12-year-old, two 14-year-olds, and a 
17-year-old were all shot in the leg, accord-
ing to a report.

Into thin air
A quick-handed bandit snatched a 

man’s iPad Air out of his hands while he 
was sitting on the G train on March 15, ac-
cording to authorities.

The 53-year-old victim said he was rid-
ing the G train at 1:45 pm when it stopped 
at the Flushing station at the corner of 
Marcy Avenue and Wallabout Street and 
the thief grabbed his iPad and ran out just 
before the doors closed.

Rube robbed
Cops cuffed a lady who they say stole 

luggage from a naive teenager who left it 
sitting on the sidewalk on Ross Street on 
March 12.

The 17-year-old victim told police he 
left his luggage, clothes, and tefi llin on 
the sidewalk while he went into a building 
between Williamsburg Street and Lee Av-
enue from 4:20 until 5:20 pm on March 12.

A witness told police who stole it and 
they arrested a 50-year-old woman and 
charged her with grand larceny.

Next-level shoe game
A trio of thieves used some inventive 

trickery to steal fancy handbags from a 
Grand Street store on March 12, police re-
ported.

A clerk said three customers came 
into the store between Bedford and Driggs 
avenues at 1:05 pm and all of them imme-
diately started asking to try on different 
sneaker sizes and styles, forcing her to go 
downstairs several times.

While she was downstairs, the cun-
ning threesome stole two Alexander Wang 
Rocco duffel bags and a pair of MM6 leop-
ard sneakers, according to a report.

Senior-on-senior crime
An elderly con artist talked another el-

derly woman into handing her thousands 
of dollars worth of cash with the promise 
of even more cash on Graham Avenue on 
March 11, authorities said.

The victim reported she was inside the 
apartment between Broadway and Debev-
oise Street at 12:38 pm when a woman told 
her that she would give her a purse fi lled 
with $25,000 in exchange for a cash with-
drawal of $2,100. The victim agreed and 
went to a Chase bank with the schemer to 
withdraw the money, cops said.

The chiseler took the money and told 
the woman to walk to Woodhull Hospital 
where she was supposed to meet another 
lady who would give her the purse full of 
cash, but the second woman never showed, 
police stated.

More terrible teens
A crew of young hoodlums attacked 

a 16-year-old as he was walking home 
on McKibben Street on March 11, police 
said.

The victim said he was at the south-
east corner of Bushwick Avenue at 4:20 pm 
when the teen lowlifes ran up and started 
punching him. One of the goons bashed 
him in the side of the head with a large 
rock, according to a report.

Seconds later, the group ran away and 
the victim caught a bus to Woodhull Hos-
pital to get treatment for a big cut on his 
head, the report says. 

94TH PRECINCT
GREENPOINT–NORTHSIDE

Steal this art
Cops arrested a guy who they say tried 

to cut down an Oak Street gym’s sculpture 
on March 15.

The suspect was underneath a welded 
art piece between West and Franklin 
streets at around 10 pm with a hydraulic 
rebar bolt-cutter, a piece of metal art in-
side of his car, and graffi ti gear on him, ac-
cording to police.

Police charged the 44-year-old man 
with grand larceny. 

Nightcap
A lowlife jumped a man as he came out 

of the Grand Avenue L station in the early 
morning of March 11, cops said.

The 24-year-old victim told police that 
he had been drinking at a bar in Manhat-
tan and then got on the L train to come 
home. When he exited the station at the 
corner of Metropolitan Avenue at 2:30 
am, the fi end grabbed him from behind 
and snatched his phone, wallet, cash, and 
credit cards out of his right hand, police 
reported.

Stay vigilant
A crook stole a woman’s purse when 

she left it in her unlocked car for 10 min-
utes on West Street on March 16, police 
stated.

The 53-year-old victim reported she left 
her purse in her unlocked car when she 
went into a home at 2:45 pm and, when she 
came back 10 minutes later, she found the 
handbage — which contained her credit 
card, debit cards, iPhone, and ID — miss-
ing. — Danielle Furfaro

68TH PRECINCT
BAY RIDGE—DYKER HEIGHTS

Jacked jacket
A lowlife lifted a man’s coat from a 

Fifth Avenue watering hole on March 11, 
police reported. The victim said he left his 
jacket containing his wallet on a hanger 
near the entrance of the establishment at 
the corner of 79th Street at 2:45 pm. When 
he came back, it was gone, cops said. 
 — Will Bredderman
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NYU LANGONE HAS MORE THAN 
10 MEDICAL LOCATIONS IN BROOKLYN.

 It’s no big surprise — Brooklyn has it all. And great medical care is certainly no exception. NYU Langone Medical Center 

now has more than 10 locations right here in Brooklyn. From routine checkups to specialized imaging and outpatient 

surgery, Brooklyn residents have access to one of the best healthcare networks in the country, right in their own backyard. 

Just how good ? The University HealthSystem Consortium recently ranked NYU Langone Medical Center #1 nationally for 

quality and patient safety. To fi nd the right NYU Langone specialist for you, call (888) 7-NYU-MED or visit nyulmc.org/brooklyn.

IF YOU THINK YOU NEED
TO GO TO MANHATTAN 

FOR GREAT MEDICAL CARE, 
WE’VE GOT A BRIDGE    

TO SELL YOU.

404328-21_NYU-Langone_BrooklynCourier_Mar2014.indd   1 3/10/14   5:56 PM
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BY MEGAN RIESZ
The Barclays Center is 

now offering something 
rare in a sports arena — 
peace and quiet.

A lavender-colored med-
itation room opened up on 
the main level of the Pros-
pect Heights entertainment 
complex last week as part of 
an agreement between de-
veloper Forest City Ratner 
and neighborhood groups 
that cleared the way for the 
Atlantic Yards mega-devel-
opment. The room shows 
that the Barclays Center’s 
owners have their priori-
ties in order, according to 
the reverend who negoti-
ated for it.

“There ought to be a 
place where people remem-
ber that we are more than 
physical, that the mind is 
spiritual, and you need a 
place to rest and refl ect,” 
said Rev. Herbert Daughtry, 
pastor of the nearby House 
of the Lord Pentecostal 
Church on Atlantic Ave-
nue.

The Zen den — which 
boasts a shrine, rows of 

chairs, and walls imprinted 
with words such as “Love” 
and “Forgiveness” — is the 
fi rst of its kind, the pastor 
added. 

Daughtry initially lob-

bied for a chapel in the 
arena paid for in part by 
taxpayer dollars, but was 
told that he  could not use 
public funds for religious 
purposes . Despite the dilu-
tion, the meditation room 
is still a win for event-goers 
who need a break from the 
chaos of urban life, he said 
and, we would add, for Nets 
fans seeking the favor of a 
power higher than Kevin 
Garnett’s massage tab.

“Hopefully it will send a 
message across the country 
that while we build, build, 
and build, and while we ad-
vance, we should remember 
that these things don’t nec-
essarily make for quality of 
life,” the reverend said. 

The room is open during 
all Barclays Center events 
and use of the quiet quar-
ters can be arranged out-
side of normal hours.

Barclays Center gets a meditation room

Pray during play

By now, you’ve heard all about the Affordable Care Act. 
Maybe you’re not sure what to do. Call MetroPlus today 
and we can answer all your questions. We can help you 
keep the coverage you have now or talk to you about an 
affordable new plan that’s just right for you. Join one of the 

top-ranked health plans in NYC for almost 10 years.*

One of the most affordable 
health plans on the NY State of 

Health Marketplace. 

Enroll by March 31.

*Based on indicators chosen by the New York State Department of Health and published in its publication  
A Consumer’s Guide to Medicaid Managed Care in NYC 2003-2012. 

WHAT’S YOUR PLAN?
Choose Quality. Choose Affordability. Choose MetroPlus.

Call 1.855.809.4073
M E T R O P L U S . O R G

DEEP SPACE: Rev. Herbert 
Daughtry (above) got a lav-
ender spiritual room (left) 
installed inside the Barclays 
Center.  

Sweet Rama’s 
GOAT MILK SOAP & LOTIONS
Once you go goat, you never go back!

Earlton, NY

518.929.8073
www.sweetramasoap.com
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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
An historic Brooklyn 

Heights hotel is on its way to 
becoming Brooklyn’s Wal-
dorf Astoria all over again 
and, at a Purim party in the 
building this past weekend 
(see page 14), our photogra-
pher could not help but get 
shots of the impressive res-
toration in progress. 

The storied Bossert 

Hotel, which sits on the 
corner of Montague and 
Hicks streets and famously 
hosted the victory party for 
the World-Series-winning 
Brooklyn Dodgers in 1955, 
has sat fallow for decades, 
but is on its way to becom-
ing a world-class tourist 
destination once more. 

Lumber magnate Louis 
Bossert built the 14-story 

hotel in 1909. Jehovah’s 
Witnesses bought it in the 
1980s and used it for visit-
ing members of the church. 
It also  housed a number of 
permanent residents .

Real estate developers 
David Bistricer and Joseph 
Chetrit bought the prop-
erty in 2012 with  promises 
to return the Italian re-
naissance revival building 

to its former glory  and, if 
the gleaming details in the 
lobby are any indication, 
they meant it.

Tarps and partitions 
still line the grand main 
fl oor and most of the other 
levels are in the midst of gut 
renovations, with the excep-
tion of the 13th fl oor, where 
longtime tenants are still 
bunking down.

TO OLD HEIGHTS: (From left to right) This mural in the hotel’s lob-
by shows a fanciful view of the New York Harbor from Manhattan. 
Ornate details and chandeliers gleam on the ceiling.  
 Photos by Stefano Giovannini

We get inside the Bossert Hotel

DIAGNOSIS AND TREATMENT:
  Liver, pancreatic and gallbladder problems
  Gastritis, stomach ulcers, heartburn
  Hemorrhoids, colitis, constipation, anal fissure
  Small Intestine Bacteria

ALL PROCEDURES ARE DONE IN AN ENDOSCOPIC CENTER 
WITH MODERN EQUIPMENT (ENDOSCOPY, COLONOSCOPY)

Procedure available on weekend 
Provide Transportation 

Take all of insurance including Medicaid/Medicare

GASTROENTEROLOGIST
HEPATOLOGIST

EXAMINATIONS & TESTS:
  Upper Endoscopy
  Colonoscopy With Polyp Removal
  Capsule Endoscopy
  Lactose Intolerance Test

The doctor is affiliated with top clinics and hospitals: 
Beth Israel Medical Center, New York Community 
Hospital, Kingsbrook Jewish Medical Center

DIAGNOSIS AND NEW TREATMENT METHODS OF

HEPATITIS B & C
HEMORRHOIDS

1517 Voorhies Avenue, 1st Fl., Brooklyn, NY 11235

718.332.0600
372 Utica Avenue, 1st Fl., Brooklyn, NY 11213

347.627.9107

Doctor
Igor
Grosman,
DO, FASG
Board Certified
in Gastroenterology
and Internal
Medicine Residency 
& Fellowship
in North Shore 
Long Island Jewish
University Hospital

AnimalLeague.org
1.877.4.SAVE.PET

Like us on

IN OUR HANDS RESCUE &
NORTH SHORE ANIMAL LEAGUE AMERICA

106 Court St.
Brooklyn, NY
SAT MARCH 22
1PM - 6PM

Regal Theater
ADOPT A PET

THE 

SPOT 

Come
with Family  Thursdays are FUN!  

Concert & Balloon Twisting 4-6p, $15/family suggstd 

Beer - Wine - Liquor - Food 
at The Moxie Spot Restaurant

Let Your Freak Flag Fly!
Live Music Every Saturday Night! 9:30PM – 2AM

OPEN MIC SATURDAY NIGHT
MUSIC | SPOKEN WORD | COMEDY | POETRY

www.facebook.com/shindigbrooklyn

Mon Wed 10am 3:00pm,  
Thurs-Sun 10am — 8:30pm  
www.themoxiespot.com 

Family Disco Movie Night, Bingo Night! 

NIGHT 

Wii Night 

Singalongs DAY Storytimes Dance Around 

“Best Restaurant Play Room”- TimeOut 
NY Kids! 

2 blocks from B. Bridge Park Pier 6 Playgrnd 
2 floors Restaurant and Play Space 
81 Atlantic Ave (@Hicks)  718-923-9710  

( )
Mon-Wed 10am—3:00pm,  
Thurs-Sun 10am — 8:30pm  
www.themoxiespot.com 

Singalongs $5/child, Otherwise 2nd Floor Play Fee $2.50/child 
$2.50 play fee waived with each $15 food purchase 

T 

with Family & Friends Come Together  
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Call (718) 238-6500 to make your seminar reservation or schedule a FREE consultation.
Offices are located in Bay Ridge, Bayside, Middle Village, Manhattan, and Staten Island. 

ATTORNEY ADVERTISEMENT: Connors and Sullivan Attorneys-At-Law PLLC: 7408 5th Avenue Ste. 2 Brooklyn NY 11209

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                      

One fact is simple: poor planning or no planning will hurt your loved ones.

Connors and Sullivan 
invites you to one of 
our FREE seminars to 
learn about elder law, 
trusts and estates law, 
and estate planning. 

We’ll help you make educated decisions.
Get answers to questions such as:

-How can I protect assets
from the government?

-How can I save myself from
expensive nursing home bills?

-How can I spare my loved ones
from the difficulties of probate?

We’re also on the radio

TUNE IN to AM 970 The Answer 
and 570 AM WMCA, Saturdays at 

6:00 PM to listen to 
Ask the Lawyer with 

 Mike Connors.
www.askmikethelawyer.com

MON. APRIL 7  

BROOKLYN-
BAY RIDGE

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
Vesuvio

7305 Third Avenue

TUES. APRIL 8  WED. APRIL 9  

FRI. APRIL 11  

NEW YORK-
MIDTOWN

11 AM & 3 PM 
Lighthouse International

111 East 59  Street

STATEN ISLAND-
GRASMERE

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
Bocelli’s Ristorante

1250 Hylan Blvd. 

QUEENS-
BAYSIDE

11 AM & 3 PM 
Best Western 

220-33 Northern Blvd. 

THURS. APRIL 10  

QUEENS-
MIDDLE VILLAGE

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
La Bella Cucina

69-61 Juniper Boulevard South
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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
It was the poshest Purim 

party in town.
A Brooklyn Heights 

celebration of the Jewish 
holiday on Saturday was 
an Oscar-themed bash in 
the penthouse of the under-
renovation Bossert Hotel, 
which is poised to  reclaim 
its mantle as Brooklyn’s 
Waldorf Astoria , complete 
with a red carpet. An or-
ganizer said that, lavish 
though the proceedings 
may have been, the event 
was all about old-fashioned 
religious bonding.

“Purim is about Jewish 
unity,” said Rabbi Aaron 
Raskin, whose congregation 
B’nai Avraham hosted the 
event along with the Cha-
bad of Brooklyn Heights. 
“It’s about coming together 
to hear the word of god.”

Before the gala, con-
gregants heard readings of 
the Megillah, or the Book of 
Esther, at the Orthodox syn-
agogue on Remsen Street 
between Henry and Clinton 
streets. Guests then trav-
eled around the corner to 
the hotel at Montague and 
Hicks streets for a breath-
taking roof-top banquet.

“This is a spectacular 
venue,” said Sonia Beker, 
wearing a black gown and 
pearls and toting a fancy 
cigarette holder. “It’s so-
phisticated and fun.”

The crowd of about 250 
costumed guests dined on 
sushi and sipped cocktails 
while taking in the views 
from 14 stories up. The 
space was donated to the 
congregation by the build-
ing’s owners, who are in the 
midst of refurbishing the 
100-year-old hotel.

Rabbi Raskin greeted 
guests between songs by 
a live jazz band, the Josh 
Levinson Sextet. He re-
minded attendees about 
the obligations of Purim, 
beyond partying, which in-
clude giving gifts to neigh-
bors, performing charitable 
acts, and listening to read-
ings of the Megillah, which 
tells the story of a fellow 
named Mordecai who foiled 
a plot to kill all the Jews in 
the Persian empire.

The sermon was fol-
lowed with a performance 

by guests that included 
jokes and a sketch loosely 
based on the Purim Torah 
reading. The show had some 
wanting it to go on forever.

“I wish the happiness 
of Purim could go all year 
round,” said a smiling Ben-
zion Raskin, the rabbi’s fa-
ther.

A fi nal reading of the Me-
gillah ended the evening.

“It was a beautiful 
night,” said Rabbi Raskin. 
“People were very inspired. 

It brought about great 
pride.”

The congregation will 
host its 25th anniversary 
dinner at the Jewish Heri-
tage Museum in Manhattan 
on March 26.

Congregation B’nai 
Avraham 25th anniversary 
dinner at the Museum of 
Jewish Heritage (36 Bat-
tery Pl. at First Place in 
Manhattan, www.bnai-
avraham.com). March 26. 
$275.

Heights Synagogue’s red-carpet Purim bash 

HEIGHTS AT NIGHT: (Above)
Sonia Beker and Steven Zucker 
dressed to the nines for the 
fake-smoker-friendly Purim 
party on March 15. (Left) A 
member of the Josh Levinso 
Sextet treats the crowd to his 
sax stylings. (Below) From left, 
Shternie Raskin,  Rabbi Aaron 
Raskin, his father Benzion 
Raskin, and former Democratic 
district leader Steve Cohn en-
joy the party. 
 Photos by Stefano Giovannini

Stars of David!

Honor her with 
an ad in Courier 

Life’s special 
issue published 
April 18, 2014!

Deadline April 11, 2014

For advertising information call: 
Stephanie Stellaccio: (718) 260-2575 

sstellaccio@cnglocal.com

SIZE OF ADS:
1/4V $280 (4.55 X 5) 

1/8H $150 (4.55 X 2.37)
1/12 $75 (2.97 X 2.4)

Full Page (9.25 X 10.25) $900 
1/2 Page (9.25 X 5) $450

Do you know 
one of our Women 

of Distinction?
HONOREES

Annette Fisher
Arlene Figaro

Christine Buckley Strehle
Donna Mae DePola

Rev. Dr. Emma Jordan Simpson
Irina Roizin

Jamee Schleifer
Joan Krystal Levy
Josephine Brown
Katherine Khatari
Kathleen Longo

Kimberly R. Cline
Lilya Gelfand

Lisa Jones
Martha Kamber

Monique Greenwood
Olga Novikova
Ruth Arberman

Susan Eaton
Tiffany Raspberry

Rev Dr. Valerie Oliver Durrah
Verna DuBerry Ademu-John

Victoria Mitchell
Wendy Goldstein

Dorothy Ryan
Dr. Melinda Keller, D.C.

Order Tickets for 
Family & Friends: 
$100 per person

FOR INFORMATION 
Call: 

Jennifer Stern
(718) 260-8302

Email: 
sstellaccio@cnglocal.com

Name:_________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________

Tel._________________________ Email _____________________________

Check Enclosed   Quantity ____   

Master Card   VISA   AMEX 

Card #________________ EXP.___________ Sec. Code_____

Fax to (718) 260-2579 or Mail: 
One MetroTech Center North 10th Floor Brooklyn, NY 11201
Ticket orders must be in no later than May 12, 2014

Gala Dinner & Awards
Wednesday, May 21 at

Join us for

C O U N T R Y  C L U B  C AT E R E R S
5945 Strickland Ave, Mill Basin 
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FOR NETS TICKETS CALL 
(718) NETS-TIX 

OR VISIT BROOKLYNNETS.COM

BROOK LY N  NE T S 
FA N  OF  T HE  W E E K

Get spotted in your Brooklyn Nets gear by our photographers, 

 and we’ll put your picture in the paper!

Kyle Busby, Ditmas Park 
“I love the Nets, they are the heart of Brooklyn!”
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274 4th Avenue | Brooklyn, NY 11215 | 718-222-0280

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR OTHER EVENTS AT
www.brooklyncolony.com

Come & Root for 
your Favorite Team 
on the Big Screen

All the games * All the time!!

MARCH MADNESS!

Better than Bar Food & Brunch on Sundays

www.Emigrant.comwww.Emigrant.com

Applicants May Qualify for Up to $2,000** in Closing Costs and 
0.375%** Off the Rate!

Emigrant Mortgage 
Current Specials!

First-Time Homebuyers May Save $500 in Closing Costs!
First-Time Homebuyer Incentive*

Mortgage Purchase / Refinance Incentive*

*Valid for properties located in the Bronx, Brooklyn, Queens, Manhattan, Nassau, Suffolk and Westchester Only

*Valid for properties located in the Bronx, Brooklyn, Queens, Manhattan, Nassau, Suffolk and Westchester Only

Copyright © 2014 Emigrant Mortgage Company, Incorporated - NMLS#1577 (Emigrant). All rights reserved. Emigrant Mortgage Company is a subsidiary of Emigrant Bank. Member 
FDIC. Emigrant is an Equal Opportunity Lender and an Equal Opportunity Employer. The information, products and services contained in this advertisement are believed to be correct 
but may include inaccuracies, typographical errors and/or omissions. Emigrant does not guarantee the accuracy of the data contained herein. This is not an offer or guarantee to 
extend consumer credit by Emigrant. Program guidelines, terms and/or conditions are subject to change by Emigrant without notice. All loans are subject to submission of a complete 
application, underwriting review and credit and property approval by Emigrant. Not all products, and/or programs, or incentives are available in all states and/or localities and/or for 
all loan amounts. Incentives are exclusive and cannot be combined with any other offers. Certain products / programs are offered through other third parties, including other Lenders.  
Other restrictions and limitations may apply.  New York Mortgage Banker License*, New York State Department of Financial Services, One State Street, New York, New York, 10004  
Emigrant is registered or licensed with the Banking Departments or Divisions in CT, DE, FL, MA, NH, NJ, NY* and PA./// 01/15/2014

EQUAL HOUSING 

LENDER

Applicants May Qualify for Up to $2,00
0.375%** Off the Rate!

Em
Cu

First-Time Homebuyers M
First-Tim

Mortgage Purchase / Refinance

*Valid for properties located in the Bronx, Brookl

*Valid for properties located in the Bronx, Brooklyn, Queens, Manhattan
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our g
ift

 t
o y

ou!

 t
o y

ou!

Each of the above offers 
are exclusive and cannot be 
combined with other offers.

Contact Me Today Contact Me Today 
To See If  You Qualify!To See If  You Qualify!

**Available based on borrower income or census tract eligibility.

*Mortgage Banker activities authorized pending issuance.

Michael Falowski (646) 284-7267 
FalowskiM@Emigrant.com

NMLS#111349
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The race to take on penni-
less Assemblyman Alec 

Brook-Krasny (D–Sea-
gate) is quickly becoming a Re-
publican pile-on.

Two candidates from rival 
GOP camps have announced 
their intention to run for the 
Bay Ridge-Dyker Heights-Coney 
Island seat, while two more are 
waiting in the wings — and the 
incumbent is desperately short 
on funds. 

Ridge fur-clothing retailer 
Stamatis Lilikakis and Bath 
Beach lawyer Marcus Nuss-

baum have announced their in-
tentions to take on Brook-Krasny 
— while  Brook-Krasny’s 2012 
opponent Tom McCarthy  and 
Timothy Cochrane, who ran 
unsuccessfully for Brooklyn Re-
publican Party chairman last 
year, are also considering jump-
ing in.

Lilikakis is a political new-

comer, but sources said he is 
committed to spending more 
than $50,000 of his own money to 
fl ip the seat — while Brook-Kras-
ny’s campaign is $135 in the red.  
Nussbaum, on the other hand, 
became the area’s GOP district 
leader last year — an unpaid 
position representing Assembly 

districts in the county Republi-
can Party machine — by defeat-
ing an incumbent heavily backed 
by state Sen. Marty Golden (R–
Bay Ridge).

Golden attempted to replace 
Kings County Republican Party 
chairman Craig Eaton with 
Cochrane in September of last 
year. Eaton forged an alliance 
with longtime rival, former As-
semblyman Arnaldo Ferraro — 
founder of the Fiorello LaGuardia 
Republican Club, to which Nuss-
baum belongs — to get enough 
votes to withstand the challenge. 
But Arnaldo and Eaton report-
edly suffered another falling out 
shortly after the party’s conven-
tion. Eaton is close to McCarthy, 
and is on record as likely to en-
dorse him if he runs.

Golden’s office said the pow-
erful Bay Ridge pol is still un-
decided, but sources said he 
could back either Lilikakis or 

Cochrane.
 The district has been Demo-

cratic since 1948 , thanks largely 
to the loyally Democratic black 
vote in Coney — though several 
sources pointed out that more 
people show up at the polls in 
predominantly white Bay Ridge 
and Dyker, which have histori-
cally leaned conservative. 

Brook-Krasny’s offi ce said the 
empty-pocketed pol is planning a 
pair of high-powered fund-rais-
ers to refi ll his depleted coffers.

• • •
A former aide to disgraced 

Assemblywoman Diane Gordon 
is climbing into the race for her 
boss’s old seat, which represents 
East New York, Starrett City, and 
parts of Canarsie. 

Community Board 5 mem-
ber James Tillmon is seeking 
to replace Councilwoman Inez 

Barron, who replaced Gordon in 
2009 and stepped down this year 

to join the Council. 
Gordon went to prison in 2008 

on eight charges of offi cial mis-
conduct and taking bribes after 
 an architect secretly taped her 
offering assistance in a bid for a 
$2 million parcel of city land in 
exchange for designing her a new 
home . 

Anti-poverty activist and fel-
low CB5 member  Chris Banks 
— who challenged Barron unsuc-
cessfully in 2011 and 2013 — an-
nounced his campaign earlier 
this year . 

The person heavily favored to 
win the Assembly contest, Coun-
cilwoman Barron’s husband 
Charles Barron — ex-Council-
man, former Black Panther, and 
a longtime political pariah — has 
yet to fi le to run. But Barron as-
sured us he still intends to seek 
the seat. 

Tillmon declined to comment 
for this column.

Aide to disgraced Assemblywoman Diane Gordon to run against controversial ex-councilman

WILL’S
WATCH

BY WILL BREDDERMAN

Republicans rush to take on broke Krasny

Business Checking with a little something extra.

Open a Flushing Bank Free Business Checking account today and receive 
a Nexus 7 32GB tablet with an opening deposit of $15,000 or more.2 
Visit your local Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889, or go to www.FlushingBank.com for details.

Plus, get up to                        when you open a new business checking account.1$100

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

1 New account with new money only. A new business checking account is defined as any new business checking account that does not have any authorized signatures in common with any other existing Flushing Bank business checking account(s). An existing 
checking customer is defined as anyone who currently has or has had a Flushing Bank checking account within the last 24 months. New money is defined as money not currently on deposit with Flushing Bank. You must deposit a minimum of $100 to open 
a business checking account. You will receive $50 for the completion of 5 debit card purchases. And $50 for the completion of 5 online banking bill-payments via Flushing Bank’s Online Banking portal. Each debit card purchase and each online bill-payment 
must be $25 or more and must be completed prior to 60 days after the account is opened. The compensation will be credited to the checking account on or about 75 days after the account is opened. The offer is subject to change and early termination without 
prior notice at any time. A 1099 will be issued in the amount credited to your account. Other fees and restrictions may apply. Speak with a branch representative for more information.  2 New account with new money only. For purposes of the promotion, a new 
business checking customer is defined as any new business checking account that does not have any authorized signatures in common with any other existing Flushing Bank checking account(s). You must deposit a minimum of $100 to open this account. No 
minimum balance is required to avoid a monthly maintenance fee. New Free Business Checking account customers will receive a Google Nexus 7 32GB wifi tablet for an opening balance of $15,000 or more. Valid business documentation must be provided at the 
time of account opening. The cost of the promotional item of $285 (including sales tax and delivery charge) will be reported as interest income in the form of a 1099. The new account must remain open, active and in good standing for six months. If the account 
is closed prior to six months, the cost of the promotional item will be deducted from the balance. Flushing Bank reserves the right to make promotional item substitutions of comparable value and assumes no liability for any defects in, or direct or consequential 
damages relating to promotional items. The warranty is the sole responsibility of the manufacturer. Google, Android, and Nexus are trademarks of Google Inc. Google is not affiliated with, or sponsor of, this promotion. Other fees and restrictions may apply. Speak 
with a Flushing Bank representative for more information about minimum balance requirements and certain fees that may apply to the business checking account. The promotion and offers are subject to change and termination without prior notice at any time. 
Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more information. From Forbes.com March 18, 2013. © 2013 Forbes.com LLC. All rights reserved. Used by permission and 
protected by the Copyright Laws of the United States. The printing, copying, redistribution, or retransmission of this Content without express written permission is prohibited.

Business
Checking

•  No monthly maintenance fees
•  No minimum balance required

Free
with an opening deposit of 
$15,000 or more2

Nexus 7 32GB

For more hyper-local Brooklyn news on your computer, smartphone, or iPad, visit BrooklynDaily.com.



M
AR. 21-27, 2014, C

OURIER L
IFE

17

DT

APPLICATION DEADLINE APRIL 1ST!
SuccessAcademies.org

An exceptional choice
for free public education

in your neighborhood.

PHOTOS BY JOHNSON SARKISSIAN

THE ULTIMATE GLBT NETWORKING  
EXPERIENCE FOR 21 YEARS

JACOB JAVITS CONVENTION CENTER, NYC

21ST

MARCH 22-23, 2014

find us on

FOR INFORMATION ON EXHIBITING AND AT TENDING: 
 

Discover  
National and  
International 
GLBT Travel

We are proud  
to present the  

7th annual 
VIDEO LOUNGE 
BIGGER AND  

BETTER

OVER 400  

VENDORS!

#1 IN TOP ENTERTAINMENT
FREE PHOTO for all attendees of the Expo 

from Johnson Sarkissian 

$5.00 OFF  ON ONE DAY ADMISSION, WITH THIS AD.

Asthma: 

A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading to 
difficulty in breathing. The air-
way narrowing is caused by 
inflammation and swelling of 
the airway lining, the tight-
ening of the airway muscles, 
and the production of excess 
mucus. This results in a 
reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheez-
ing after exertion.  Why suffer; 
today’s treatments may permit you 
to breath and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of your 

body’s immune system to substances 
that usually cause no reaction in 

most individuals. Reactions can 
be hives, congestion, sneezing, 
coughing, sore throat, headache, 
and itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are triggered 
by pollen, molds, dust mites, 
cockroach and animal dander. 

For people allergic to these 
common substances, symptoms 

can be quite bothersome. And 
treatment can result in dramatic 

improvement.

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies  Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma  Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

718-444-8014
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Attn:

LANDLORDS

OVER 35
YEARS EXPERIENCE

FREE
718-788-5052

HAGAN, COURY & Associates

LOVE YOUR LEGS...
FINALLY!
 Treatment is less than an hour
 Performed in the clinic; 

 no hospitalization
 Immediate relief of symptoms
 Return to normal activities 

 with little or no pain
 No anesthesia nor scars

COMMON 
SYMPTOMS:

VERICOSE VEINS PAID BY MEDICARE & MOST MAJOR INSURANCES

Before

BEFORE AND AFTER 
VEIN ABLATION TREATMENT

After

CALL US TODAY 
TO SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT

(646) 620-6485
 www.iveindoctor.com

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
A Bushwick landlord 

punched massive holes in 
his rent-stabilized tenants’ 
fl oor to drive them out and 
jack up the rent, claim resi-
dents and politicians who 
are calling on the city to 
beef up laws to stop what 
they say is an epidemic of 
building owner sabotage. 

The building at 98 Lin-
den St. is owned by Joel 
Israel, who renters say 
pledged to paint and put in 
new fl oor tiles in June but 
instead ripped two 10-feet-
wide craters in the fl oor 
in different rooms on the 
ground level and left it that 
way in a bid to make the 
apartment legally unliv-
able and, ultimately, make 
the building market-rate. A 
local offi cial says that such 
tactics are not punished 
harshly enough by the gov-
ernment.

“He has decided to take 
advantage of the weak poli-
cies of the city,” Council-
man Antonio Reynoso (D–
Bushwick) during a press 
conference at the building.

The current fi nes for vi-

olating housing codes are 
low enough that landlords 
do whatever they want and 
accept the penalties as a 
cost of doing business, activ-
ists say. Noelia Calero, who 
lives on the ground fl oor at 
98 Linden, has a hole in her 
living room that she can 
see the basement through, 
which she says has forced 
her, her husband, and her 
parents to use the kitchen 
and bathroom of an up-
stairs neighbor for the past 
10 months.

To add insult to extreme 
inconvenience, Israel hired 
a building resident to walk 
around the building play-
ing loud music, accompa-
nied by a mean dog, Calero 
said.

“He wants to evict every-
one from the building,” she 
said. “I will not move out. 
I have lived here 23 years. 
This is my home.”

Israel owns 19 buildings 
throughout New York, 10 
of which are in Brooklyn, 
including 300 Nassau Ave. 

in Greenpoint, where ten-
ants were forced out after 
they say he  took an ax to 
the boilers, thermostat, and 
circuit breakers . All of Is-
rael’s buildings have been 
cited for code violations 
and many have apartments 
that are offi cially uninhab-
itable, but the costs he has 
incurred are small. Israel 
is currently facing less 
than $2,500 in fi nes for the 
dire condition of the Linden 
Street apartment building.

Reynoso, Congress-
woman Nydia Velazquez 
(D–Bushwick), and a coali-
tion of community groups 
are imploring the city to 
hit landlord saboteurs with 
more citations and to create 
laws that would allow the 
city to seize property from 
them if they fail to clean up 
their acts.

“It is unconscionable in 
the city of New York, which 
is the fi nancial capital of 
the world, that we would 
allow what this landlord is 
doing to these tenants,” said 
Velazquez.

Israel did not respond to 
a request for comment.

Pols, tenants: Stop landlord sabotage

WHOSE HOUSE?: Congresswoman Nydia Velasquez and Council-
man Antonio Reynoso rally in front of 98 Linden St. with a group of 
tenants and supporters. Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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Payments above are based on 8.95% annual percentage rate with automatic loan payments. 
Rates are based on credit worthiness. Other rates and terms available. Higher loan amounts available. 

Credit Union membership eligibility is required.

LOANS 
MADE 
EASY
& THAT’S THE TRUTH!

MAIN OFFICE: 
1750 86th Street  Brooklyn, NY 11214

Phone: 718-680-2121

BRANCH:
1609 Avenue Z  Brooklyn, NY 11235

Phone: 718-934-6809 

Truth in 
Lending

Borrow $10,000 
for as low as $300 per month

Apply online at www.brfcu.org

IS YOUR BUSINESS 
EASILY FOUND ON THE INTERNET?

Your customers and 
your competitors are online

 Also offers a full suite of digital marketing 

  Search Engine Optimization   Website Development
  Social Media Marketing  Google AdWords Campaigns
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Brooklyn’s Business 
Trade Show is Coming

April 2, 2014
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the Takedowns, but it is free 
to compete. All gastronomi-
cal gladiators have to come up 
with are their own supplies. 
Prizes are often furnished by 
corporate sponsors — usu-
ally they consist of a food 
processor, a set of knives, or 
some cookware. The master 
master of ceremonies would 
not divulge how much he 
makes per event, but said 
that it covers his rent. His 
only concern now is that the 
Takedown brand could one 
day get too big.

“I just want to make sure 
they stay like a Takedown, 
like I used to have in my liv-
ing room,” he said, explain-
ing that amateurism is key 
to the events, as opposed 
to the polished approach of 
professional cooks.

“This thing about 
emerging home cooks is 
really important,” he said. 

“Chefs suck.”
Timms takes exception 

to formally trained chefs 
because they have to make 
the same dish over and over 
again, whereas home cooks 
get to improvise and do what 
they feel like.

“[Cooking is] not an art, 
no matter what a chef says,” 
he said. “Anyone who says it 
is is full of s---.”

The frank impresario 
donates a small portion of 
what he makes at the cook-
ing contests to the Women’s 
Education Project, an orga-
nization that helps young 
women pursue higher edu-
cation in India, and the art 
battles are entirely for char-
ity, he said. He auctions off 
the art pieces afterwards 
and donates the proceeds to 
a different cause each time, 
he said.

Timms has an arts back-
ground thanks to his father, 
a museum director, and his 
mother, a painter, but he is 
quick to point out he is no 

Van Gogh.
“I’m a s----- artist, my-

self,” he said.
Timms’ fi rst non-food 

match was a  Bob Ross Take-
down , where he projected 
an episode of the smooth-
talking painter’s how-to 
show and contestants tried 
to paint along.

“I thought it would be 
more of a competition,” he 
said. “But artists are such 
hippies.”

These days, Timms often 
takes his show on the road, 
sharing the joy of competi-
tive home cooking with cit-
ies all over the country. He 
books about 15 events a year 
and the job has brought him 
to San Franscisco, Portland, 
and Boston, to name a few, 
he said.

A Mac and Cheese Take-
down is coming up on March 
23 at the Bell House. Thirty 
competitors are signed up 
and the 250 spectator tickets 
have already sold out for $15 
a pop.

Continued from cover

Takedown

tions that would have 
brought a 20-mile-per-hour 
limit along with traffi c-
slowing features such as 
speed humps. Neighbor-
hoods including Prospect 
Heights,  Clinton Hill  and 
 Bedford-Stuyvesant  were 
picked for the designation 
last year, with the city cit-
ing high rates of crashes 
and injuries, but the activ-
ists say the recent deaths 
of  9-year-old Lucian Mer-
ryweather , who was fatally 
hit by the driver of a Ford 
Explorer in Fort Greene in 
November, as well as Sam-
uel Cohen Eckstein, who 
was killed by a motorist in 
October on Prospect Park 
West, should be enough to 
motivate the city to make 
those areas Slow Zones.

Cohen Eckstein’s mom 
said that lowering the 
limit is a matter of life and 
death.

“If the speed limit had 
been 20 miles an hour, 
Sammy would probably 
still be alive,” Amy Co-
hen said after protesters 
installed a sign on a Park 
Slope street.

The group  posted the 
simulation go-slow signs 
along Prospect Park West 
in November  and the city 
caved and  lowered the 
speed limit to 25 miles per 
hour for the length of that 
road in January .

DeKalb Avenue, which 
runs from Queens to Ful-
ton Street in Downtown, 
is an extremely dangerous 
corridor for pedestrians, as 
is the intersection of Kent 
Street and McGuinness 

Boulevard in Greenpoint, 
according to Stephan. 
Ramped-up traffi c enforce-
ment is also vital to mak-
ing the borough’s mean 
streets safer, he said.

“We’re pushing for 
Slow Zones, and then af-
ter they’re installed, we 
absolutely have to have en-
forcement,” he said.

A spokesman for the 
Department of Transpor-
tation pointed to Mayor 
DeBlasio’s Vision Zero re-
port, which calls for eight 

new Slow Zones per year, 
as evidence that safety is 
the agency’s number-one 
concern.  

“We continue to work 
with all our Vision Zero 
partner agencies as well 
as stakeholders in com-
munities across the city 
to target speeding and 
dangerous driving,” said 
spokesman Nicholas Mos-
quera, adding that it has 
been a longstanding city 
practice to remove unau-
thorized placards.

Continued from cover

Speed

MISSION ACCOMPLISHED: Nathan Brauer and his daughter, 
Esme Brauer, fl aunt a makeshift 20-mile-per-hour sign in Fort 
Greene. Photo by Jason Speakman

HOT TO TROT: Matt Timms, founder of Brooklyn’s pub cook-off series the Takedowns, is taking his 
show on the road these days. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Workers cook hundreds 
of pounds of imported Ital-
ian tomatoes in three 80-gal-
lon kettles, adding olive oil, 
garlic, herbs, and other in-
gredients, depending on the 
sauce. When the mixture is 
done, it is piped into jars via 
a fi lling machine. The cooks 
then pop on a lid, label the 
jars, and let them cool.

The production team can 
turn out 280 cases of sauce 
in one day — that is 3,400 32-
oz. jars — said manager Joe 
Cosenza.

Soon that output may 
quadruple. The company is 

investing in machinery to 
automate the process, allow-
ing the restaurant to make 
around 1,000 cases a day, or 
roughly 3,000 gallons of the 
red stuff, Cacace said.

Automating production 
will not burn the 12 sauce-
makers Michael’s employs, 
though. The company will 
actually take on more work-
ers to keep up with produc-
tion, Cacace said.

“The object is to make 
more sauce, not get rid of 
people,” he said.

Anticipating an even 
heftier output, Michael’s is 
joining the Brooklyn Cham-
ber of Commerce, and the 
organization’s president 
said he could not be happier 

to have the team aboard.
“They are a true Brook-

lyn success story,” said 

Brooklyn Chamber presi-
dent Carlo Scissura. “They 
are Brooklyn.”

Continued from page 3

Michael’s

got nerds?

$15 OFF
Data Recovery, Virus Removal or 

Operating System installed 
w/coupon

Call 718-GOT-NERD

Ask about our pick up and drop off service.

COMPUTER SERVICES

FREE
PC Diagnostic
A $49 value 

w/coupon

Cosmetic Dentistry
Zoom
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Williamsburg’s Kent Avenue is a 

tragedy waiting to happen, say resi-

dents who want the city to place stop-

lights along the heavily traffi cked 

road near popular East River State 

Par. Neighbors claim the stew of tour-

ist pedestrians, bicycle commuters, 

and children at play alongside gas-

guzzling vehicles could boil over at 

any time (“Stop. Go. Kent Avenue,” 

online March 17). But the state claims 

the street does not meet federal bench-

marks for installing traffi c signals.

The commentariat accelerated the 

discussion online.

This article seems loosely based on 
the community board meeting last week, 
but only very loosely. The Department of 
Transportation commissioner said it was 
a law and the city’s hands are tied. You 
learn a lot at community board meetings.

The demand for stoplights was mostly 
along Humboldt Avenue. I think there 
was a call for a stoplight around S. Fourth 
and the Williamsburg Bridge. No one was 
asking for stoplights on Kent. Kent Ave-
nue-equals-speed-trap was addressed at 
the January meeting when Community 
Board 1 voted to redesign lower Kent 
Avenue to add a bike lane and cut lanes 
of traffi c to stop the speeding. The com-
plaints about Kent were about bikes. 

A quite literally insane woman, who 
sat in her chair muttering to herself, to 
the dismay of those near her, stood up to 
yell about people riding bikes and hurt-
ing children near soccer fi elds. She was 
the one who mentioned bean counters. 
She yelled during other people’s com-
ments, too, because she is just a rude and 
awful person. She wanted rumble strips 
for bikes.

The friend of East River Park also lied 
and said there are no rumble strips for 
bikes along Kent. The DOT commissioner 
said he thought there were strips, but the 
park lady lied and said there weren’t. I 
assume the DOT commissioner will look 
into it, fi nd there are rumble strips, and 
then dismiss their complaints since they 
were based on lies or ignorance.

So thanks for cutting out all the anti-
bike stuff, I guess. But maybe reporting 

on how silly some of the people who go 
to community board meetings are would 
have been a better type of journalism. 
 Mike from Williamsburg 

The transportation department’s stud-
ies on the avenue are a waste. Tragedy 
waiting to happen? If bikers will show 
some respect and follow rules, and do a 
full stop for red fl ashers of school buses, 
that will prevent a lot of problems.
 Ken from Greenpoint 

Bike riders are saving the Earth. 
They are exempt from all laws, except 

those of physics and gravity.
Or from Yellow Hook 

Does anyone know if that is a law or if 
the city chooses to use these mandates?
 Federal Mandate from Williamsburg 

I grew up in Brooklyn on a street that 
had two corners with stop sign. I wit-
nessed several crashes in front of my eyes 
until the DOT fi nally put in traffi c lights 
at those corners. This was 15-20 years ago. 
The eerie truth is that nearly every traffi c 
light is a monument to several people who 
have paid the ultimate price for our offi -
cials’ reluctance to take action.
 Tyson White from UWS 

Placing stoplights will do absolutely 
nothing to help with safety as long as you 
have cyclists that are constantly disobey-
ing them as well as pedestrians who don’t 
even wait for the walk signal, let alone 
look both ways to cross. But they will al-
ways blame us motorists for all of their 
actions, no matter what.
 Tal Barzilai from Pleasantville, N.Y. 

A pedestrian elevated walkway at 
Domino would be great. Railroad cross-
ing-style gates every fi ve blocks would be 
great. Golf carts. Miniature steam loco-
motive please. Solar trolley. Thanks for 
your time. Mack

I drive and bike to Williamsburg. As I 
see it, though some cyclists think they’re 
not subject to obey traffi c rules, that’s not 
the problem. The problem is the traffi c, 
and the cars that speed through a city 
street. 

The best way to slow them down, be-
sides speed humps, rumble strips, or any 
other roadway construction, is stop signs. 
Traffi c lights often push drivers to actu-
ally speed up because they see that green 
or yellow at the next corner that they 
want to get through. Stop signs make 

them slow down, and stop signs at every 
corner means they can’t really ever get up 
too much speed.
 Stacey from Prospect Heights 

The other way to crack down on speed-
ing on city streets is speed cameras. 
Transportation Alternatives is circulat-
ing a form to request one in your neigh-
borhood. If drivers learn that speeding 
on Kent costs them hundreds of dollars 
per incident, they will soon learn to slow 
down.  Scott from Park Slope 

Many of those cyclists will always be-
lieve that the rules don’t apply to them. 
Unless there is better enforcement, they 
will always be able to ignore all traf-
fi c lights and signs without ever feeling 
hindered about it. Then again, those in 
places such as Streetsblog and Transpor-
tation Alternatives will always act like 
victims to the rules and say that they are 
being picked on, even though tickets on 
motorists fl outing the laws or causing ac-
cidents have actually increased in most 
of the city, which debunks the lax attitude 
towards them.
 Tal Barzilai from Pleasantville, NY 

Show me evidence that tickets issued 
to motorists have increased. Show me a 
year-by-year comparison of various mov-
ing violations. 
 Ty from Prospect Park South 

The cyclist agrees that cyclists break 
laws, “but are really not the problem.” 
Wrong! Pedestrian here. Cyclists have 
zero respect for red lights. I have been hit 
by two cyclists running red lights. I have 
been hit by zero cars. Obey the law. You 
are the problem.
 SwampYankee from ruined Brooklyn 

I advocate for crosswalks and stop 
signs on Kent and Eighth Street for the 
entrance to the park and city-park soccer 
fi eld. Stop signs are better than lights and 
promote a lower speed. There are rumble 
strips near the park on the bike lane, but 
we need signage too. Bikers do not slow 
down for park pedestrians.

I also suggest that past studies have 
been a waste of taxpayer dollars, as they 
are measuring the wrong elements that 
make the intersection dangerous. 
 Jackie 

Swan man
To the editor,

Good for the swans, good for swan cru-
sader Assemblyman Steven Cymbrowitz 

(D–Sheepshead Bay), and good for us for 
having an assemblyman who cares.

The name “Department of Environ-
mental Conservation” sounds so protec-
tive, but what a double-edged sword it be-
comes when it is training its gun-sights 
on these creator-beautifi ed, aquatic birds 
with a so-called management plan calling 
for their extermination by 2025.

Sounds like a fi nal solution, with 
shades of Nazi genocidal subterfuge. 
Sure, the agency justifi es its plan by “ex-
pert” assessment of the damage to the 
habitat of native ducks and geese. 

Come on! This is putting out a contract 
on the swans. I guess the pesky goose-
creatures fl anking the swans in the water 
risking an occasional peck to compete for 
crumb handouts off the docks is evidence 
of their inability to co-exist?

That’s it. The ducks are fl anking them 
in protest.

How about picking on a more formi-
dable target, say, the fossil-fuel-exuding 
fi shing and party boats that moor at the 
piers? Can’t we make them electric or 
solar-powered at an affordable boarding 
cost? 

And, what of the thriving invisible 
water rat population? Anyone measur-
ing their environmental negatives? The 
more garbage they eat, the more disease 
spreads. Where’s the pied piper to draw 
them from the waterfronts and dumpsters 
into the oncoming traffi c or ASPCA death 
camp? No, this fi shing hamlet ain’t Hame-
lin. And leave our seagulls alone too.  
 J. J. Lauria

 Sheepshead Bay

Pol payola
To the editor,

While Council Speaker Melissa Mark 
Viverito supports Mayor DeBlasio’s tale 
of two cities and concerns about the mid-
dle class facing an affordability crisis 
attempting to make ends meet living in 
the Big Apple, her loyal council members 
have no problems making ends meet.

Never shy around a camera or micro-
phone, Speaker Viverito recently quietly 
issued checks for 50 percent of each coun-
cil member’s awarded Lulus of between 
$4,000 to $28,000 per year. This supple-
ments a $112,000 base salary to her loyal 
members for chairing a committee or 
subcommittee. The base salary plus Lulu 
is three times what an average constitu-
ent earns for a job offi cially classifi ed as 
part time. 

Hard-working taxpayers would never 
see such treats from their respective em-
ployers. Larry Penner

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
Submit letters to: Vince DiMiceli, Edi-
tor, Community Newspaper Group, 1 
MetroTech Center North, Brooklyn, NY 
11201, or e-mail to editorial@cnglocal.
com. Please include your address and 
telephone number for so we can con-
fi rm you sent the letter. We reserve the 
right to edit all correspondence, which 
becomes the property of Courier Life 
Publications. To read more comments, 
visit www.BrooklynDaily.com.

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
LETTERS AND COMMENTS FROM OUR READERS

Neighbors: Put the brakes on speedy Kent Avenue
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Bill Egbert: 

What do you 
think of the 
push for slow 
zones in neigh-
borhoods like 
Park Slope, Fort 
Greene, and 
Greenpoint?

Eric Adams:  If you 
were to go back a few years, 
I pushed the 20-miles-per-
hour idea for places like 
that. I’m glad to see that 
people now see that’s pos-
sible. Our streets have 
changed.  The ways we use 
them has changed.

BE: There was some con-
fusion earlier this month at 
a Borough Hall about your 
One Brooklyn charity be-
cause it hadn’t been regis-
tered yet.  Have you fi nally 
gotten that paperwork in 
the mail?

EA: There was no con-
fusion at that meeting. We 
had 100 business leaders 
there who responded to our 
call to form partnerships 
with existing organiza-
tions to create fi nancial lit-
eracy programs through-
out the borough. And we 
are moving straight ahead 

with that initiative.

BE: But about the One 
Brooklyn charity you’re or-
ganizing, is the paperwork 
for that moving forward 
now?

EA: My counsel handles 
all that, so you’ll need to 
ask him. 

BE: You’ve had a lot 
events at Borough Hall 
since you took offi ce. What 
kind of events are coming 
up?

EA: We have an event 
coming up at Borough Hall 
with Police Commissioner 
Bratton, but the point of 
these events isn’t just to 
have events, but to bring 
people into Borough Hall 
so they can fi nd out what 
sorts of services we can of-
fer. We could be celebrating 
our heritage or honoring 
women for their contribu-

tions to their communities, 
but the point is to bring 
people in and then engage 
them.

I’m a fi rm believer in the 
“wax on, wax off” idea from 
the “Karate Kid” movie.  
You get people doing one 
thing, and it can lead to an-
other, and you have people 
learning different skills.

BE: With the new Thun-
derbolt going up, Coney Is-
land will have two roller 
coasters on your fi rst open-
ing day as Borough Presi-
dent.  Are you going to ride 
the Cyclone or the Thunder-
bolt fi rst?

EA: I look forward to 
being a cheerleader for all 
those who are riding both of 
those roller coasters, but I’ll 
be doing it from the ground. 
I’m not a roller coaster per-
son. I’m not a thrill-seeker.  
My job is exciting enough.

Borough President Adams has been in offi ce for nearly three months.  

We wanted to check in with him to get his thoughts on slow zones, 

the recent controversy about his One Brooklyn charity, and the new 

roller coaster coming to Coney Island.

Adams: I’ll enjoy T’Bolt ‘from grouxnd’

Slow zones: yes, 
roller coasters: no

Fireside Chat
A monthly conversation with 

Borough President Eric Adams

■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■

Brooklyn’s Premier Entertainment Guide

A Good Plumber Inc.
Phone: 718-648-6838 718-646-4659

NYC Licensed Master Plumber #1948

When You Need A Good Plumber…Call Us!

718-648-6838

A Good Plumber Inc., with over 20 years of experience 
in the plumbing and heating industry has built our reputation 

on recommendations.    
     That reputation has grown due to our reliable, honest 

and affordable service. Honesty means never recommending 
work that is unnecessary and giving you an accurate price 

before we do the work…no hidden fees.
At A Good Plumber Inc., we believe customer service 

is about exceeding 
the customer’s expectations before, during, 

and after the job!

Our Professionally Trained, Clean and 
Courteous Staff Can Handle:

Why Choose
“A Good Plumber”?

$25 Off 
Any

Plumbing Job 
With This Ad

Cannot be combined with 
any other offer.
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DT 364 97TH STREET LLC,  
a domestic LLC, filed  
with the SSNY on 1/6/14.  
Office location: Kings  
County. SSNY is desig- 
nated as agent upon  
whom process against  
the LLC may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process  
to George Soued, 364  
97th St., Brooklyn, NY  
11209. General Purpose.

476 UNION AVENUE,  
LLC, a domestic LLC,  
filed with the SSNY on  
12/3/13. Office location:  
Kings County. SSNY is  
designated as agent  
upon whom process  
against the LLC may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
process to The LLC, 57  
Hudson Ave., Brooklyn,  
NY 11201. General Pur- 
pose.

5112 AVE N LLC, a do- 
mestic LLC, filed with the  
SSNY on 12/17/13. Of- 
fice location: Kings  
County. SSNY is desig- 
nated as agent upon  
whom process against  
the LLC may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process  
to The LLC, 5112 Ave.  
N., Brooklyn, NY 11234.  
General Purpose.

542 VARICK AVENUE  
REALTY, LLC, a domes- 
tic LLC, filed with the  
SSNY on 1/2/14. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY is designated as  
agent upon whom pro- 
cess against the LLC may  
be served. SSNY shall  
mail process to The LLC,  
860 Varick Ave., Brook- 
lyn, NY 11222. General  
Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

2441 BATH AVENUE,  
LLC, a domestic LLC,  
filed with the SSNY on  
11/1/13. Office location:  
Kings County. SSNY is  
designated as agent  
upon whom process  
against the LLC may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
process to Charles A. Di- 
mino, 3 Nancy Ct., Jack- 
son, NJ 08527. General  
Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

570 JEFFERSON AVE- 
NUE, LLC, a domestic  
LLC, filed with the SSNY  
on 3/3/14. Office loca- 
tion: Kings County. SSNY 

App. for Auth. (LLC)  
BCVC Operating, LLC.  
App. for Auth. filed w/  
the Secy. of State of NY  
(SSNY) on 12/30/13. LLC  
formed in DE on  
11/26/13. Office Loca- 
tion: Kings County. SSNY  
designated as agent of  
LLC upon whom process  
against it may be served.   
SSNY shall mail process  
to: c/o CT Corp. System,  
111 8th Ave., NY, NY  
10011, registered agent  
upon whom process may  
be served. Purpose: En- 
gage in any lawful  
act/activity.

BETA AND GAMA SER- 
VICES LLC. Articles of  
Organization filed with  
Secretary of State of New  
York (SSNY) on  
02/21/2014. Office loca- 
tion: Kings County. SSNY  
designated as agent of  
LLC upon whom process  
against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail copy of  
process to: Denis Vere- 
tennikov, 170 72nd St.,  
Apt 574, Broookly, NY  
11209. Purpose: any  
lawful purpose.

BLUE ZEBRA TECH- 
NOLOGIES, LLC Arts of  
Org. filed NY Secy of  
State (SSNY)  
12/18/2013. Of- 
fice:Kings Co. SSNY de- 
sign. agent of LLC upon  
whom process may be  
served and shall mail  
copy to The LLC, 211  
East 37th Avenue, #2,  
Brooklyn, NY 11203.  
Purpose: any lawful ac- 
tivity

COLUMBIS, LLC, a do- 
mestic LLC, filed with the  
SSNY on 12/4/13. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY is designated as  
agent upon whom pro- 
cess against the LLC may  
be served. SSNY shall  
mail process to Deborah  
Ehrenberg, 360 Furman  
St., Unit 828, Brooklyn,  
NY 11201. General Pur- 
pose.

Emir Palace, LLC. Arts.  
of Org. filed with SSNY  
on 01/10/14. Off. Loc.:  
Kings Co. SSNY desig. as  
agt. upon whom process  
may be served. SSNY  
shall mail process to: The  
LLC, 4210 18th Ave.,  
Brooklyn, NY 11204.  
General Purposes.

FDI SALES LLC, Arts. of  
Org. filed with the SSNY  
on 02/13/2014. Office  
loc: Kings County. SSNY  
has been designated as  
agent upon whom pro- 
cess against the LLC may  
be served. SSNY shall  
mail process to: Isaac  
Dweck, 2289 East 2nd  
St, Brooklyn, NY 11223.  
Purpose: Any Lawful Pur- 
pose.

FLORA TASTE EXPERI- 
ENCE, LLC, a domestic  
LLC, filed with the SSNY  
on 12/19/13. Office lo- 
cation: Kings County.  
SSNY is designated as  
agent upon whom pro- 
cess against the LLC may  
be served. SSNY shall  
mail process to Rosa  
Marzano, Atty. at Law,  
750 Third Ave., 9th Fl.,  
NY, NY 10017. General  
Purpose.

JOSEPH A. GRAFFAG- 
NINO, LLC, Arts. of Org.  
filed with the SSNY on  
01/30/2014. Office loc:  
Kings County. SSNY has  
been designated as  
agent upon whom pro- 
cess against the LLC may  
be served. SSNY shall  
mail process to: Joseph  
A. Graffagnino, 1150-77  
Street, Brooklyn, NY  
11228. Purpose: Any  
Lawful Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

is designated as agent  
upon whom process  
against the LLC may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
process to The LLC, 599  
Manhattan Ave., Brook- 
lyn, NY 11222. General  
Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

EESW REALTY LLC, a  
domestic LLC, filed with  
the SSNY on 12/6/13.  
Office location: Kings  
County. SSNY is desig- 
nated as agent upon  
whom process against  
the LLC may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process  
to Elke Weber, 438 76th  
St., Brooklyn, NY 11209.  
General Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

J & T REYNOLDS LLC,  
Arts. of Org. filed with the  
SSNY on 12/16/2013.  
Office loc: Kings County.  
SSNY has been designat-

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of EXCITING BREAKING  
NEWS, LLC. Art. of Org.  
filed w/Secy. of State of  
NY (SSNY) on 1/30/14.  
Office location: Kings  
County. SSNY designated  
as agent for service of  
process. SSNY shall mail  
process to 80 State St.,  
Albany, NY 12207. Pur- 
pose: Any lawful activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability compa- 
ny (LLC). Name: BOUND  
BY LLC. Articles of Or- 
ganization filed with Sec- 
retary of State of New  
York (SSNY) on  
01/14/2014. Office loca- 
tion: Kings County. SSNY  
designated as agent of  
LLC upon whom process  
against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail copy of  
process to: C/O United  
States Corporation  
Agents, 7014 13th Ave- 
nue, Suite 202, Brooklyn,  
NY 11228. Purpose: any  
lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability  
company (LLC). Name:  
S O U L M A T E  
PRODUCTIONS LLC.  
Articles of Organization  
filed with Secretary of  
State of New York (SSNY)  
on 12/06/2013. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to: C/O  
United States Corporation  
Agents, Inc., 7014 13th  
Avenue, Suite 202,  
Brooklyn, NY 11228.  
Purpose: any lawful  
purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

ed as agent upon whom  
process against the LLC  
may be served. SSNY  
shall mail process to: Jo- 
seph E. Reynolds C/O the  
Forgione Law Firm PLLC,  
395 Graham Ave.,  
Brooklyn, NY 11211.  
Purpose: Any Lawful Pur- 
pose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability  
company (LLC). Name:  
LINSON REALTY LLC.  
Articles of Organization  
filed with Secretary of  
State of New York (SSNY)  
on 01/22/2014. Office 

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability compa- 
ny (LLC). Name: APPLIED  
DESIGN WORKS LLC. Ar- 
ticles of Organization  
filed with Secretary of  
State of New York (SSNY)  
on 09/03/2013. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to: An- 
thony J. Deen, 421 De- 
graw Street, 2K, Brook- 
lyn, NY 11217-2948.  
Purpose: any lawful pur- 
pose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability compa- 
ny (LLC). Name: HAREED  
LLC. Articles of Organiza- 
tion filed with Secretary  
of State of New York  
(SSNY) on 02/14/2014.  
Office location: Kings  
County. SSNY designated  
as agent of LLC upon  
whom process against it  
may be served. SSNY  
shall mail copy of pro- 
cess to: The LLC, 232  
Third St., Brooklyn, NY.  
Purpose: any lawful pur- 
pose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability compa- 
ny (LLC). Name: DROTT- 
NINGHOLM LLC. Articles  
of Organization filed with  
Secretary of State of New  
York (SSNY) on  
02/10/2014. Office loca- 
tion: Kings County. SSNY  
designated as agent of  
LLC upon whom process  
against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail copy of  
process to: The Limited  
Liability Company, PO  
Box 250109, Brooklyn,  
NY 11225-0109. Pur- 
pose: any lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to: Jerry  
Lin, 128 Bayridge  
Avenue, Brooklyn, NY  
11220. Purpose: any  
lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability  
company (LLC). Name:  
MADE TRUCKING, LLC.  
Articles of Organization  
filed with Secretary of 

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
OF LIMITED LIABILITY  
COMPANY. NAME: CJ  
SURIEL LIGHTING &  
MAINTENANCE LLC. Arti- 
cles of Organization were  
filed with the Secretary of
State of New York (SSNY)  
on 02/14/14. Office lo- 
cation: Kings County.  
SSNY has been designat- 
ed as agent of the LLC  
upon whom process  
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail a copy of  
process to the LLC,  
10-36 60th Street,  
Brooklyn, New York  
11219. Purpose: For any  
lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability compa- 
ny (LLC). Name: BROO- 
CLEANERS LLC. Articles  
of Organization filed with  
Secretary of State of New  
York (SSNY) on  
01/23/2014. Office loca- 
tion: Kings County. SSNY  
designated as agent of  
LLC upon whom process  
against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail copy of  
process to: Broocleaners  
Garment Cleaning Com- 
pany, 613-615 Marcy  
Ave., Brooklyn, NY  
11216. Purpose: any  
lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability  
company (LLC). Name:  
STANDARD CANDLE  
COMPANY LLC. Articles  
of Organization filed with  
Secretary of State of New  
York (SSNY) on  
01/28/2014. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to: 57  
Groove St., Apt 3D,  
Brooklyn, NY 11221.  
Purpose: any lawful  
purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability  
company (LLC). Name:  
SEASONS BAKED  
GOODS, LLC. Articles of  
Organization filed with  
Secretary of State of New  
York (SSNY) on  
01/24/2014. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to: The  
LLC, 410 Marcus Garvey  
Blvd., Apt #2, Brooklyn,  
NY 11216. Purpose: any  
lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability  
company (LLC). Name:  
KP SQUARED, LLC.  
Articles of Organization  
filed with Secretary of  
State of New York (SSNY)  
on 01/21/2014. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to: The  
LLC, 561 11th Street,  
#3, Brooklyn, NY 11215.  
Purpose: any lawful  
purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

State of New York (SSNY)  
on 03/06/2014. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to:  
Corporation Services  
Company, 80 State St.,  
Albany, NY 12207.  
Purpose: any lawful  
purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability  
company (LLC). Name:  
DONG FAMILY LLC.  
Articles of Organization  
filed with Secretary of  
State of New York (SSNY)  
on 09/20/2013. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to: The  
LLC, 772 44th St., 4th  
Fl., Brooklyn, NY 11220.  
Purpose: any lawful  
purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability  
company (LLC). Name:  
MEDTRIARCH HOLDINGS  
LLC. Articles of  
Organization filed with  
Secretary of State of New  
York (SSNY) on  
01/10/2014. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to: Alex 

ZD MAX, LLC. Arts. of  
Org. filed with SSNY on  
11/26/13. Off. Loc.:  
Kings Co. SSNY desig. as  
agt. upon whom process  
may be served. SSNY  
shall mail process to: The  
LLC, 4210 18th Ave.,  
Brooklyn, NY 11204.  
General Purposes.

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability compa- 
ny (LLC). Name: BABY  
CARAVAN, LLC. Articles  
of Organization filed with  
Secretary of State of New  
York (SSNY) on  
01/24/2014. Office loca- 
tion: Kings County. SSNY  
designated as agent of  
LLC upon whom process  
against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail copy of  
process to: The LLC, 428  
Park Place, Apt. 2B,  
Brooklyn, NY. Purpose:  
any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability compa- 
ny (LLC). Name: KLEAN  
FREAKS, LLC. Articles of  
Organization filed with  
Secretary of State of New  
York (SSNY) on  
01/21/2014. Office loca- 
tion: Kings County. SSNY  
designated as agent of  
LLC upon whom process  
against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail copy of  
process to: Legalinc Cor- 
porate Services Inc.,  
8857 Alexander Rd.,  
Suite 100A, Batavia, NY  
14020. Purpose: any  
lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability  
company (LLC). Name:  
DUGGINS LLC. Articles of  
Organization filed with  
Secretary of State of New  
York (SSNY) on  
01/23/2014. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to:  
Veggies Natural Juice  
Bar, 785 Franklin Ave.,  
Brooklyn, NY 11238.  
Purpose: any lawful  
purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

Tang, 728 Meeker  
Avenue, Brooklyn, NY  
11222. Purpose: any  
lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE



M
AR. 21-27, 2014, C

OURIER L
IFE

25

DT

question in a crowded caf-
eteria, surrounded by cos-
tumed superheroes and 
villains, sitting at the very 
table where he and Rodri-
guez fi rst laid eyes on each 
other.

“I wanted it to be at the 
exact location,” Gonzalez 
said. “I thought it would be 
special.”

It all clicked for Rodri-
guez when her beau dropped 
down to one knee.

“I was like, ‘Oh! That’s 
what’s happening,’ ” she 
said.

A friend surreptitiously 
caught the whole thing on 
video. 

“It was absolutely beau-

tiful,” said Adam Edwards, 
who helped organize the 
anime festival and also dis-
tracted Rodriguez while her 
soon-to-be fi ance got ready 
to pop the big question. “It 
was a magical experience.”

Rodriguez thought that 
matrimony was somewhere 
on the horizon, but did not 
know how quickly it was ap-
proaching.

“I knew it was going to 
happen soon, but I didn’t 
know when,” she said.

Gonzalez, on the other 
hand, did not count his eggs 
before they hatched. 

“I didn’t expect her to 
say yes,” he said.

When Rodriguez ac-
cepted the ring, the room 
erupted into cheers and 
chants of “Yes!”

The rest of Spring-

FestNY, which was held at 
MetroTech Center on March 
16 and 17, went equally well, 
said Gregory Fisher, who 
helped organize the event.

“Most people are say-
ing it’s the best we’ve ever 
done,” he said.

The festival was the 
school’s 10th and included 
live music, vendors, and 
panel discussions all cen-
tered around Japanese ani-
mation and culture.

There was also a so-
called “Cosplay Masquer-
ade” where contestants 
were judged on the creativ-
ity of their costumes and 
how convincingly they 
played the part of charac-
ters from the world of com-
ics, niche and mainstream, 
as well as a soda-drinking 
contest.

The problem of landlord 
supremacy extends to the 
courthouse at 141 Livings-
ton St., said the pols, point-
ing out that the city rents 
the building from David 
Bistricer, a big-time land-
owner who made now-Mayor 
DeBlasio’s list of worst land-
lords in the city back in 2010, 
when DeBlasio was public 
advocate. The space is run-
down, too small to handle 
today’s caseloads, and is dif-
fi cult for disabled people to 
access, tenants said. They 
demanded more translators, 
better legal services, and 
easier access to information 
about how the byzantine 

court proceedings work.
The protest was orga-

nized by Brooklyn Tenants 
United, a consortium of 
community organizations 

from across the borough 
that includes Saint Nick’s 
Alliance, the Flatbush Ten-
ant Coalition, and the Fifth 
Avenue Committee.

Continued from page 6 

Housing

Continued from cover

Anime

RENT REGULATORS: Beverly Rivers and Jean Wilinson take part in 
the protest organized by Brooklyn Tenants United. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Advertise your 
Clinical Studies in 

New York’s largest group of 
community newspapers.

- Weekly bannered directory
- Ads will also appear in Classifi eds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET EDITORIAL 
COVERAGE OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537

JAPANIMANIACS: Anime fans do more than just dress like their favorite characters; they act the 
parts. Here is a gaggle of them at SpringFestNY on March 16.
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Happiness for couples
is a satisfying love life.

Support for male virility!
Bell Forza # 79 is a new formula packed with herbs,  

amino acids and other fantastic ingredients.
 May also foster healthy circulation, virility and strength, thereby 

creating the proper conditions for a healthy erection.*
 Epimedium extract (also known as “Horny goat weed”) and cowitch 

extract included in the formula may help to peak sexual interest.*
 One of the many other ingredients Maca, is native to the high Andes 

mountain range in Peru and is historically known to balance natural 
hormonal processes.

 Don’t settle for ho-hum performance. Enhance your love life and 
strive for excellence! Easy to take capsules. Ask for Bell Forza #79 at 
one of the many fine retailers listed below.*

Frequent  
Bathroom Trips?

Men: Bell Ezee Flow Tea #4A is nature’s nutritional 
support for urinary comfort, balance and ease.

Helps maintain urinary flow, frequency and 
comfort, with a good night’s sleep.

Guaranteed to make urine flow easier again.* 
Relief from dribbling, discomfort, burning, urgency, 
poor flow.*

Formulated using many herbs, such as 
chamomile, cranberry, willow flower, saw palmetto 
and many more.

We have had thousands of satisfied repeat 
customers.

Tastes great hot or cold! 

Testimonials from everyday people:
I feel like another person with no more frustrations! It is phenomenal! It’s unbelievable. I’d 

like to thank Bell. I will get other Bell products. Thank you again! Richard Dorvilus, 55, Elmont, NY. 
Ezee Flow tea gave back good sleep and health! I feel like I’m 30 years old. During the night I 

hardly have to go to the toilet anymore. What a feeling. Because I sleep well, I’m not tired anymore 
during the day. “Old age” was bearing down on me. Now I feel great again and healthy. Jerry H. 
Cole, 73, Lansing, IL. I’m truly amazed and relieved. After just 2 weeks of drinking the Bell Ezee 
Flow Tea I no longer have to get up during the night. I’m enjoying a normal sex life. This product is 
so incredible. I enjoy drinking the tea. I hope that a lot of men with a pride issue give this a shot. It’s 
difficult to express how delighted I am. Clarence A. Rehrig, 58, Allentown, PA. *

Bell Bladder Control
Tea for Women #4b
Satisfaction guaranteed (see box) for incontinence 
and control.* This inexpensive, pleasant tasting herbal 
combination tea is safe and effective. Put an end to 
embarrassments and discomfort. Support the bladder 
and urinary tract with these all natural ingredients. Tastes 
great hot or cold!
Testimonials from everyday people:

I wish I had found this tea sooner! A family member 
told me that she used the Bell Tea for Women #4b with 
positive results. What a wonderful product. It also worked 
for me. Australia P. Rodriguez, Rego Park, NY. Plan to 
keep taking it as long as I live! One of the clerks in my 
local health food store recommended the Bladder Control 
Tea #4b. I was very skeptical. What a surprise it worked! 5 
days after starting the tea I noticed a major improvement 
and it is continually getting better each day. I plan keep taking it for as long as I live. Thank you!* 
Frances Baird, 87, Venice, FL. Exercises didn’t help! After drinking the Bell Tea for Women #4b 
my life is far less stressful especially when I am at work. Thanks for such an amazing product! 
Marilyn Sallows, 53, Fort McMurray, AB Tea represents truth in advertising! Being a skeptic, 
I ordered this Bladder Control Tea for Women as a more or less last resort, after trying everything 
else in the last 5 years. It worked better than I hoped for. Thank you for this great product, and above 
all, for truth in advertising. Marina Rosa, 57, Las Vegas, NV *

Desire and Passion!
Nutritional support for a  
woman’s natural vigor.

Supplement your diet with these easy to take capsules designed 
to stimulate desire and passion while increasing stamina and 
peaking interest in sexual activity.*

Ashwagandha extract is used as an adaptogen to help the body 
cope with daily stress and as a general tonic. Also, ashwagandha is 
known to help prevent signs of aging.*

L-Arginine, an amino acid that is converted in the body into a 
chemical called nitric oxide. Nitric oxide causes blood vessels to 
open wider to improve blood flow. L-Arginine also stimulates the 
release of growth hormone and insulin which are very healthy 
factors and are attributed to youthfulness.

Ask for Bell Amora #80 at one of the fine retailers listed below. *

100% Truthful testimonials. Real people who want to tell everybody about their relief.
No money is paid for testimonials. Many more testimonials on our website.

AVAILABLE IN BROOKLYN: Downtown Natural Market 1707 Church Ave. Nostrand Health 
Foods 1432 Nostrand Ave. Greenfield Pharmacy 1526 Cortelyou Rd Fine Care Pharmacy 981 Fulton St. 
Supreme Health Food Center 264 Lee Ave. New Ronson Drugs 237 Utica Ave. 3P Drugs 799 Flushing 
Ave. Lincoln Place Pharmacy 1135 Eastern Parkway Unity Drugs 772 Grand St. Boreum Drugs Corp 194 
Union Ave Boro-Park Health Foods 5203 13th Ave Clarkson Pharmacy 524 Clarkson Ave Danny & Veer 
Health Foods 1827 A Flatbush Ave Downtown Natural Market 51 Willougby Street Elm Pharmacy 1651 
Coney Island Ave Established Drugs 1743 Nostrand Ave The Essence of Life 451 6th Ave Eve Pharmacy 
2836 Coney Island Ave. Eve Pharmacy 170 Avenue U Everything Natural 1661 Ralph Ave Expidite Care 
Pharmacy 2283 Norstrand Ave. Family Pharmacy & Surgical 1757 Bath Ave Farmacon Pharmacy 8007 
5th Ave Fresh Health Food Emporium 1276 Fulton St. Heights Apothecary 79 Atlantic Ave Fresh Health 
Food Emporium 594 Nostrand Ave Hebron Health Food 9408 Church Ave Iqra Pharmacy 1090 Flatbush 
Ave Krimko Pharmacy 954 Nostrand Ave Lawrence Pharmacy 740 New Lots Ave Ludwig’s Drug Store 
805 Washington Ave Manipal Drugs 280 Nostrand Ave Nannie Health Food Store 5218 Church Ave. Natural 
Vitamins 671 Manhattan Ave Palma Chemists 159 7th Ave Parkway Pharmacy 531 Church Ave Powell’s 
Pharmacy 7517 3rd Ave Rabinowitz Pharmacy 602 Brighton Beach Ave Ralph Prescriptions 300 Wyckoff 
Ave Rockway Pharmacy 1214 Flatbush Ave Rubinson Pharmacy 4223 Church Ave Saldo Drugs 384 Graham 
Ave Silver Rod Pharmacy 5105 Church Ave Silver Rod Pharmacy 6404 18th Ave Sims Pharmacy 1711 
Pitkin Ave Stella’s Pharmacy 8722 Glenwood Rd Sunset RX Pharmacy 5808 4th Ave. SVRH Pharmacy 161 
Smith St Tony’s Health Food Supermarket 1316 Fulton St. Tony’s Health Food 2923 Glenwood Rd. Unzer 
Pharmacy 572 Bedford Ave. Vitamin Depot Nutrition Center 7721 5th Ave VLS Pharmacy 4402 5th Ave. 
Wyckoff Drugs 1236 Broadway Well SaSa 779 60th St. Shea Beauty 1356 E 48th St. Zoya Pharmacy 1527 
Pitkin Ave. Rite Choice Pharmacy 1484 Fulton St. STATEN ISLAND: Tastebuds Natural Foods 1807 
Hylan Blvd Millers Pharmacy 173 Broad St Hyland Medicine Cabinet 1988 Hyland Blvd. Tripharm Drug Inc 
200 Richmond Ave Tompkinsville Pharmacy 45 Victory Blvd Family Health Center 1789 Victory Blvd. St. 
George Pharmacy 100 Stuyvesant Place.

* These statements have not been evaluated by the Food and Drug Administration.
This product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease.

Bell products are available at the above store locations, on 
our website or call us with Visa or MasterCard. S & H $9.95.

1-800-333-7995
www.BellLifestyle.com

Bell uses the 
power of nature to 
help put life back 
into your lifestyle
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CHILI CHILI 
FACTORFACTOR

Aviator’s chili fest has Aviator’s chili fest has 
ostrich on the menuostrich on the menu

Some like it hot: Tyler shows off 
one of the chilis he’ll be serving 
at Aviator Sports and Event 
Center’s first-ever chili fest.

Photo by Steve Solomonson

By Max Jaeger

Something spicy is cooking at Floyd 
Bennett Field.

Marine Park’s Aviator Sports and 
Events Center is stirring up a chili festival, 
where adventurous attendees can sample up 
to 15 variations on the famous stew, includ-
ing an exotic ostrich chili. Aviator’s staff will 
be cooking up the many offerings, which are 
inspired by flavors from around the world.

“As a chef, I worked a lot of different 
places — and also lot of different countries 
— so I’m familiar with different spices and 

flavors,” said Aviator’s in-house chef Chris 
Tyler.

Tyler said he created the entire menu 
using recipes he has picked up in his travels 
— as well as a little ingenuity.

For instance, he is not just swapping out 
beef for poultry in his turkey chili. Instead, 
Tyler is making Jamaican-style jerk turkey 
chili.

Other offerings include a marinated pork 
shoulder chili, seafood chili, a bittersweet 
beer-and-chocolate chili, and even a vegetar-
ian chili. For the iron-tongued, there will 

also be a “dragon’s breath” chili — which 
Tyler said is sure to melt your mouth.

Diners who can’t handle the heat can still 
chow down, with a variety of fair-style foods 
available — including pulled pork, hotdogs, 
and hamburgers — plus cotton-candy and 
ice cream to soothe the burn.

Tyler said the event center was initially 
slated to host a firehouse chili cook-off. 
When that fell through, the idea kept sim-
mering in his mind, so he devised his own 
homage to the southwestern staple.

Admission includes chili samples, car-

nival games, and snacks, he said, and 35 
percent of the day’s proceeds will ben-
efit St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital in 
Tennessee.

“I figured what better way to promote 
a chili fest than to also donate to a worthy 
charity?” Tyler said.

“Aviator Chili Fest” at Aviator Sports 
and Events Center [3159 Flatbush Ave. off 
the Belt Parkway in Marine Park, (718) 
758–7500, www.aviatorsports.com] March 
29 from 1–6 pm. $25 ages 14 and up, $10 
ages 10–13, free for kids under 10.



28
CO

UR
IE

R L
IF

E, 
M

AR
CH

 2
1 -

27
, 2

01
4

24
SEVEN

By Max Jaeger

Forget the Jitterbug and the Charleston 
— these golden gals are popping and 
locking like pros.

A hip-hop dance group composed 
entirely of women who are over 50 years old 
will perform at the street dance competition 
in Williamsburg on March 29, pulling the 
kind of moves that would land the average 
lady-of-a-certain-age in the hospital. But 
the members of Momz-N-Da Hood are not 
your average older ladies.

“There are other over-50 groups that 
dance these days — you know, tap, ballet — 
I haven’t seen any that spin on their heads,” 
said Jamee Schleifer, a Manhattan Beach 
resident who joined Momz two years ago.

The group formed at a YMCA on Long 
Island’s North Shore 15 years ago, when 
founder Barbara Adler and a group of other 
women took a dance class together. Most 
found the instructor’s routines too tough 
and dropped out, but a handful stuck with 
it. And what they lacked in skill, they more 
than made up for in attitude, explained the 
group’s teacher.

“They weren’t great dancers, but they 
had passion,” said Lancelot Theobald, who 
taught the class and now choreographs the 
group’s routines.

To meet their instructor’s expectations, 
the ladies held furtive practice sessions.

“We secretly practiced at night after our 
kids went to bed,” Adler said.

When Theobald found out, he knew he 

had something special.
“As a choreographer, I work with profes-

sional dancers who don’t have that kind of 
commitment,” he said.

So, Theobald, Adler, and the other ladies 
formed the motley group of suburban moms 
into a dance crew.

A spot on American Airlines’ in-flight 
television launched the ladies into the spot-

light. Since then, they have performed on 
network TV, at Madison Square Garden, 
and at countless dance competitions.

Schleifer joined in 2012 after finding the 
group on Facebook, but her introduction to 
hip-hop dance followed different steps.

She taught dance in New York public 
schools during the 1980s and found the 
style was a way to connect with students.

“The children at the time did not want 
to learn ballet and tap — they’d boycott and 
not dance,” she said. 

When she noticed a student in her class 
doing the wave, Shleifer saw an opening. 
She immersed herself in hip-hop dance the 
only way she knew how — watching taped 
televised performances.

“Living in my neighborhood — a white 
Jewish girl in Brooklyn — there was nobody 
on the street dancing,” Shleifer said.

Theobald said Momz’ crowning achieve-
ment was when it got a standing ovation at 
the “Hip Hop International” — arguably 
the largest hip-hop dance exhibition in the 
world.

“I almost cried seeing the real hip-hop 
community embracing them like that,” he 
said.

See Momz-N-Da Hood at “Battle For 
Your Life: Street Dance Competition” at 
Magnet School of Performing Arts (60 
Cook St. between Graham Avenue and 
Humboldt Street in Williamsburg, battle-
foryourlife.eventbrite.com). March 29 at 1 
pm. $10 online, $15 at the door.

GET MOM AND POPPING
Hip-hop group of over-50s moms busts a move in Willamsburg

By Michael Hays

The pen is mightier than the carving knife.
In 2010, Park Slope chef Michael Gibney traded in 

his kitchen whites for a seat in Columbia University’s 
creative writing program. Now he is whisking his two careers 
together with his new novel “Sous Chef: 24 Hours on the Line,” 
which offers an inside look at the souffle-rising highs and 
finger-burning lows of working in a professional kitchen.

“I wanted to demonstrate the amount of work that goes into 
it. It’s easy to not realize how much effort goes into every detail 
that goes on a plate,” said Gibney, who will release his book 

at PowerHouse Arena in Dumbo 
on April 1. “The folks behind the 
kitchen really care a lot and they 
are doing it for you, the diner.”

Gibney previously worked 
as the executive sous chef at 
Manhattan’s Tavern on the Green 
— one of several restaurant jobs 
that served as inspiration for his 
book. The characters in “Sous 
Chef” are fictionalized, he said, 
but they are all based on his real-
life experiences.

“Every moment, every sen-
tence, every assertion was to 
maintain truth and to not betray 

the trust of the reader,” Gibney said of the book, which has 
received praise from the likes of Anthony Bourdain and 
acclaimed Carroll Gardens writer Phillip Lopate. “There is no 
point where I’m fabricating things.”

Working in restaurant kitchens is not all sugar and spice, 
as the Brooklyn-born author learned while working as a dish-
washer in an Irish pub during his teenage years. Gibney often 
found himself in “elbow-deep brute work,” he said — including 
at least one occasion when a child vomited in the pub. These 
messy chores provided motivation to swap the sink for the stove 
and climb the culinary ranks. 

“I had to move up,” said Gibney.
The transition from preparing food to writing about it 

was not as difficult as it might sound, Gibney said, given his 
life-long love of literature and the creativity required for both 
endeavors. But moving from long shifts on his feet in the kitchen 
to the cerebral labor of writing proved more challenging.

“You go from being active every day to a much more quiet 
lifestyle,” he said. “It was kind of jarring.”

Michael Gibney releases “Sous Chef: 24 Hours on the Line” 
at PowerHouse Arena [37 Main St. between Front and Water 
streets, (718) 666–3049, powerhousearena.com]. April 1 at 7 
pm. Free.

Cooking the book
Chef-turned-author writes 
novel on life in the kitchen

Kitchen confidential: Novelist Michael Gibney has drawn on his years 
working as a chef in high-end New York restaurants for his new book 
“Sous Chef: 24 Hours on the Line.”

Shop, lock, and drop it: When they aren’t working 
and attending to motherly duties, Momz-N-Da Hood 
members work on their hip-hop dance moves.
 Photo by Gisele Bartley

Child’s play: Fort Greene theater company’s 

pro and teen troupes team up for ‘Dead End’
By Sarah Iannone

These kids are all right.  
A new production at Fort 

Greene’s Irondale Ensemble Project 
is bridging the generation gap with a show 
that features both its professional adult 
company and its teen troupe — the first 
time in Irondale’s 31-year history that the 
underage thespians have been teamed up 
with their fully-grown counterparts.

The group of young actors is primarily 
comprised of kids from Brooklyn, who 
receive 160 hours of free training a year 
and mentoring from the company’s pros.

“This is a way that we have decided 
begin to pass on what we have learned 
about becoming a theater company,” said 
Irondale’s executive director Terry Greiss, 
who is also a performer in the show.

Together, the two groups are perform-
ing Sidney Kingsley’s 1935 play “Dead 
End,” which follows a group of kids 
growing up in slums on the east side of 
Manhattan, while the very first luxury 
apartments are starting to appear nearby. 
It is a theme that should resonate with 
modern-day New Yorkers, said Greiss.

“You see the city going through a 

great change and gentrification like 
today,” he said. “This is why the piece is 
so strikingly relevant.”

The play has even more significance 
for its teen stars — the young actors in 
Kingsley’s original were thrust into star-
dom after appearing in the film adapta-
tion of “Dead End” alongside Humphrey 
Bogart. The “Dead End Kids,” as they 
were known, went on to star in dozens of 
films through the 1930s and ’40s.

Greiss said the kids have had to work 
hard to live up to their forebears — espe-
cially to nail the strong 1930s New York 
dialect spoken by their characters. But 
the pint-sized players say the rigorous 
rehearsal process was worth the effort. 

“It’s allowed me to strengthen my 
prowess as a professional actor and it’s 
shown me that there’s a path to the arts 
should I want to put the effort in,” said 
16-year-old Andre Knight.

Already a few weeks into production, 
the ensemble said the kids have made 
enormous strides with every show. 

“I think for all of them this has become 
a life changing experience,” said Greiss.

The teens’ acting abilities are now 
reaching the level of their adult co-stars’, 
he said.

“I would measure this production 
with anything going on in New York 
today,” said Greiss. 

“Dead End” at Irondale (85 S. 
Oxford St. between Cumberland Street 
and S. Portland Avenue in Forte Green, 
www.irondale.org). Through March 29, 
Wednesday to Saturday 7:30 pm, Saturday 
3 pm, $25.

Teen spirit: From left, Osher Sa’ar Lavy, 
Danajah Davis, Andre Knight, and Michael 
Marti, in Irondale Ensemble Project’s “Dead 
End.”  Photo by Gerry Goodstein
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CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR OTHER EVENTS AT
www.brooklyncolony.com

Come & Root for 
your Favorite Team 
on the Big Screen

All the games * All the time!!

MARCH MADNESS!

Better than Bar Food & Brunch on Sundays

15 piece big band will perform music from the Great 
American Songbook including songs by Frank Sinatra, 

Dean Martin, Benny Goodman and Glenn Miller

St. Marks School
2602 East 19th St., Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn 11235

(Use entrance on East 18th St. and Jerome Ave.)

Admission $30.00 per person and will include a luncheon buffet

www.mariestack.com

M.A.S.
Swing
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By Danielle Furfaro

The New Cookers is 
steeped in the ghosts of 
jazz past. 

The Brooklyn collective has 
spent the past several years 
reliving the late 1960s and 
early 1970s era of hard bop. 

“We do a couple covers of 
newer tunes, but mostly, we 
stick to the old stuff,” said 
trumpet player and band 
leader Kenyatta Beasley, who 
teaches music at Long Island 
University’s Brooklyn campus 
and also plays with artists such 
as Jay-Z and Matchbox 20. 

The guys met at the now-

defunct Up Over Cafe, where 
they spent many long nights 
jamming on old jazz heads 
written by legends such as 
Wayne Shorter, Art Blakely, 
and Lee Morgan.

Hard bop evolved from be 
bop in the 1960s as a form of 
faster, funkier jazz. 

Beasley said the band is 
dedicated to making sure the 
genre of music is still played. 

“It is important to keep 
hard bop alive because it is 
an extension of jazz and jazz 
is America’s art form,” said 
Beasley. 

Brooklyn audiences will 

have a chance to witness 
some hard bop live on stage 
on March 29, when the New 
Cookers plays a free show 
at the Brooklyn Academy of 
Music. 

The collective plans to play 
many old numbers, and will 
specifically focus on some 
songs from the Count Basie 
Orchestra, including “Shiny 
Stockings,” “Manhattan 
Fever,” and “Hip Shaking.”

The concert is part of the 
15th annual Central Brooklyn 
Jazz Festival, which will see 
some 50 jazz bands and musi-
cians play in venues across 

the borough from March 28 to 
April 30. The festival will also 
include jam sessions, panel 
discussions, and a one-night 
revival of Laurence Holder’s 
play about the life of jazz giant 
Thelonious Monk, “Monk,” 
starring Rome Neal and fea-
turing music by Bill Lee — the 
father of Spike Lee.

The New Cookers at 
BAMcafe, BAM Peter Jay 
Sharp Building [30 Lafayette 
Ave. between Ashland Place 
and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636–4100, www.
bam.org]. March 29 at 9 pm. 
Free.

BIG BOPPERS
The New Cookers brings hard bop back to Brooklyn

They are cooking now: Kenyatta Beasley, left on trumpet, and Keith Loftis on saxophone, are members of the New Cookers, a hard bop jazz collective that will perform 
at the Central Brooklyn Jazz Festival.  Photo by Elizabeth Graham

WORD’s pick: “Annihilation”
by Jeff VanderMeer

Jeff VanderMeer’s “Southern 
Reach” trilogy (parts two and three 
are due out later in 2014) is off 
to a brilliant start. “Annihilation” 
manages to capture the alien sense 
of awe that permeates Arthur C. 
Clarke’s classic “Rendezvous with 
Rama” while entangling readers 
in a Lovecraftian tale of ever-
increasing dread. Four scientists 
venture into “Area X” to attempt to make sense of this 
anomalous zone of nature. What follows is simply one of 
the most tautly written, deeply frightening, and ultimately 
satisfying science fiction novels in recent memory.

— Ryan O’Connor, WORD [126 Franklin St. at Milton 
Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096,  www.wordbrook-
lyn.com ].

The BookMark Shoppe’s pick:
“After I’m Gone” by Laura Lippman

“After I’m Gone” is loosely based on a true crime event 
in which a Baltimore gangster goes missing, leaving more 
than one woman behind. This story is told through the 
eyes of the women in the life of Felix Brewer, who simply 
vanishes one night instead of facing possible jail time. 
On the 10th anniversary of Brewer’s 
disappearance, his mistress vanishes. 
When her body turns up, a cold-case 
detective begins to investigate that 
long-ago night when Brewer was 
thought to have run. Can there be 
redemption for a man who has 
cheated, lied, and stole his entire 
life? A look at two women who 
loved the same man who only 
thought of himself when he ran away from 
a life prison sentence. A fast action paced thriller with a 
great ending.

— Bina Valenzano, co-owner, The BookMark Shoppe 
[8415 Third Ave. between 84th and 85th streets in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 833–5115,  www.bookmarkshoppe.com ].

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick: “My Life 
in Middlemarch” by Rebecca Mead

George Eliot’s sweeping “Middlemarch” is considered 
by many to be a near-perfect novel. Rebecca Mead, a New 
Yorker staff writer, first fell in the love with the classic as 
a teenage bookworm in rural England, and as she grew 
older, her appreciation and understanding of the book 
only grew with her. Mead mixes 
memoir with biography and critical 
analysis and the result is this — a 
tremendous love affair with a true 
masterpiece. If you’ve already 
read “Middlemarch,” you’ll 
immediately feel connected to 
Mead’s work, and if you haven’t 
yet taken the plunge, Mead’s 
passion will convince you that 
it is well worth the look. 

— Emily Russo, Greenlight Bookstore 
[686 Fulton St. between S. Elliott Place and S. Portland 
Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 246–0200,  www.greenlight-
bookstore.com ].

The best reads 
— handpicked by 
local bookstore 

employees
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By Will Bredderman

Just when you thought it 
was over — Bay Ridge 
Nights is bringing more 

Saint Patrick’s Day revelry 
your way. 

In the Ridge, Saint 
Patrick’s Day lasts all month 
— or at least until the neigh-
borhood’s two-decade-old 
parade on March 21.

If you are still detox-
ing from the previous week, 
we recommend resting up 
Friday night to prepare for the rest of the 
weekend.

Saturday, hit the Greenhouse Cafe 

[7717 Third Ave. between 
77th and 78th streets] to hear 
the classic ’60s sounds of the 
Rockinghams. The band starts 
playing at 9:30 pm. 

That should get you just 
pumped enough for parade day 
on Sunday. Start your Irish jig 
early at Yellow Hooke Grill 
[7003 Third Ave. at the cor-
ner of Ovington Avenue] at 3 
pm, to hear the Emerald Isle 
stylings of the Canny Brothers 
Band. The Dyker-based group 

plays a set of original tunes equal parts 
classic rock and traditional folk. After that 
is over, stumble on up to one of the neigh-

borhood’s finest Irish pubs, the Wicked 
Monk [9510 Third Ave. between 95th and 
96th streets]. The party there starts at 1 pm 
and lasts until midnight. Raise a glass first 
to Irish folk act Jameson’s Revenge, then 
stick around to hear Shilelagh Law play a 
mixed set of old reels and originals.

Or, if you would rather observe Saint 
Patrick’s Day’s dry history, stay outside 
on Third Avenue and watch the fantastic 
marching bands and dancers on parade — 
or head over to Saint Anselm’s Church 
[356 82nd St. at the corner of Third 
Avenue] to hear the Band of Rogues. The 
group is equal parts Irish and American, 
belting out traditional ditties, blues, and 
rock ’n’ roll.

Celebrate one last weekend of Saint Patrick’s Day fun in the Ridge
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FREE GARLIC KNOTS WITH $12 ORDER

871 3RD

Benevento
P I Z Z E R I A  &  G R I L L

We Now Serve  
Wine & Tap Beer

1 Lg. Square Pie  
1 Lg. Round Pie

Order of Garlic Knot
2 Liter Soda

Order of Zeppoles

2 Lg. Pies w/1  
FREE Topping 

2 2-Liter Soda
12 pcs. Garlic Knot
20 pcs. Wings  
(Buffalo/BBQ)

$26.99 $39.99

#1 #3

LOBSTER DINNER SPECIALS

Cup of any Chowder or Bisque (add $4)  Key Lime Pie or Chocolate Cake (add $4)

SINGLE  
$24 + TAX 
INCLUDES: 
 1¼ lb Lobster  

(steamed or broiled)
 French Fries, Sweet Potato Fries  

or Lettuce & Tomato Salad 
 Cole Slaw

TWIN  
$44 + TAX 

INCLUDES: 
 (Two) 1¼ lb Lobsters  
(steamed or broiled)

 (Two) French Fries, Sweet Potato 
Fries or Lettuce & Tomato Salad 

 Cole Slaw

Market Specials & Menu Online: Jordanslobster.com
Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Pkwy (Exit 9 or 9a) Sheepshead Bay BKLYN

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across from the UA Movies)

Hours: Sun.–Thurs. 9am–9pm  Fri. & Sat. 9am–11pm
1-800-404-CLAW FREE 

PARKING

ZAGAT  
RATED  
EXCELLENT

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK RESTAURANT

3 $39F
O
R

LOBSTER SALE

GUARANTEED TO AVERAGE 
OVER 1 1/4 LBS EACH

OTHER SIZES
AVAILABLE

LIVE OR STEAMED
NO LIMIT

RETAIL
MARKET ONLY

Exp. 4/1/14

Exp. 4/1/14

DINER & RESTAURANT
1619 718-331-2221

 

RATED #1 DINER IN BROOKLYN
BY THE DAILY NEWS

FREE PARKING
ON PREMISES

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

Enjoy a FREE 
Glass of Wine 
with Dinner

Coffee or Soda 
with Lunch 
and Dinner

(with this ad)

718-832-3400
293 7th Avenue  Brooklyn, NY 11215 (between 7th and 8th streets)

www.istanbulparkny.com 

(depends on location)

Istanbul Park is glad to serve you Turkish & Mediterranean food in great portions!

 Sandwiches, fresh salads, falafel, etc.
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SAT, MARCH 22

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “CINDERELLA”: 

Children 3 years and older 
will enjoy this version of the 
classic fairy tale of a girl, a 
fairy godmother and a glass 
slipper. $9 ($8 children, $7 
for groups of 20 or more). 
12:30 pm and 2:30 pm. Pup-
petworks [338 Sixth Ave. at 
Fourth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 965–3391], www.pup-
petworks.org. 

MUSIC, OPEN HOUSE: Perfor-
mances, workshops, give-
aways, food, jam sessions and 
more in honor of Brooklyn 
School of Rock’s grand open-
ing. Free. 1–4 pm. School of 
Rock Brooklyn [327 Doug-
lass St. at Fourth Avenue in 
Park Slope, (347) 915–4419], 
brooklyn.schoolofrock.com. 

DANCE, COVENANT BALLET 
THEATRE: “Ondine the Sea 
Sprite”: Covenant Ballet The-
atre performs ballet based 
on “The Little Mermaid” and 
an Irish folk tale. $25 ($20 
seniors, children under 12). 
2:00pm. Kingsborough Com-
munity College [2001 Ori-
ental Blvd. at Oxford Street 
in Manhattan Beach, (718) 
368–5000], www.onstageatk-
ingsborough.org. 

MUSIC, BENEFIT CONCERT: 
Vernon Reid, Groove Collec-
tive, Swiss Chris: Fundraiser 
for Music is My First Lan-
guage (MiMFL). $35–$50. 
6:30 pm. ShapeShifter Lab [18 
Whitwell Pl. between Carroll 
and 1st streets in Gowanus, 
(646) 820–9452], musicismy-
fi rstlanguage.com. 

MUSIC, SO BROWN: So Brown 
celebrates the release of her 
new CD, “Point Legere.” Free. 
7 pm. Retrofret Vintage Gui-
tars [233 Butler St. between 
Bond and Nevins streets in 
Gowanus, (718) 237–2532], 
www.retrofret.com. 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN JAZZ 
WIDE OPEN: Concert, dia-
logue, and workshop series. 
$10. 8 pm. Brooklyn Conser-
vatory of Music [58 Seventh 
Ave. between Lincoln Place 
and Seventh Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 622–3300], www.
bqcm.org. 

DANCE, “ON HER SHOUL-
DERS: Celebrating the 
Legacy of Women Artists of 
the African Diaspora”: Perfor-
mance blending contempo-
rary and traditional choreog-
raphy. $15. 8 pm. Cumbe [558 
Fulton St., 2nd Floor, between 
Hudson Avenue and Rockwell 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
935–9700]. 

MUSIC, KID CUDI: $49.50–
$75.00. 8 pm. Barclays Center 
[620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c 
Street in Prospect Heights, 
(917) 618–6100], www.barclay-
scenter.com. 

SALES AND MARKETS
THE BRIDAL EXPERIENCE: 

Meet Brooklyn-based wed-
ding vendors to assist in wed-

7:30–10 pm. Open Source 
Gallery [306 17th St. between 
Fifth and Sixth avenues in 
South Slope, (646) 279–3969], 
open-source-gallery.org. 

FRI, MARCH 28
ART, DEVOTIONAL SERVICE: 

“Stations of the Cross”: Instal-
lation by Audrey Frank Anas-
tasi. Free. 6–7 pm. Church of 
St. Luke and St. Matthew [520 
Clinton Ave. between Fulton 
Street and Atlantic Avenue in 
Clinton Hill, (718) 638–0686], 
audreyanastasi.com. 

THEATER, “THE EXONER-
ATED”: $20 (suggested). 6:30 
pm. St. Francis College [180 
Remsen St. between Court 
and Clinton streets in Brook-
lyn Heights, (718) 489–5200], 
www.sfc.edu. 

THEATER, “THE TRESTLE AT 
POPE LICK CREEK”: Two 
teenagers seek adventure 
and escape by racing trains in 
the 1930s. $12 ($10 students). 
7:30 pm. The New Workshop 
Theater at Brooklyn College 
[2900 Bedford Ave. at Cam-
pus Road in Flatbush, (718) 
951–4500]. 

THEATER, “YENTL”: A play 
by Leah Napolin and Isaac 
Bashevis Singer, directed 
by Susan Montez. $25 ($23 
seniors, children under 18). 8 
pm. Heights Players [26 Wil-
low Pl. between Joralemon 
and State streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 237–2752], 
www.heightsplayers.org. 

MUSIC, “FESTIVE EVENING 
OF SONG”: The Brooklyn 
Unitarian Quartet performs 
music composed in the 20th 
and 21st centuries. $25 ($15 
students, seniors). 8 pm. First 
Unitarian Congregational 
Society [116 Pierrepont St. 
at Monroe Place in Brook-
lyn Heights, (718) 624–5466], 
fuub.org. 

SAT, MARCH 29

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, CLASSICAL MUSIC: 

Performance of rarely-per-
formed 17th century German 
music on Lenten themes. $10. 
2 pm. Zion German Lutheran 
Church [125 Henry St. be-
tween Clark and Pierrepont 
streets in Brooklyn Heights, 
(917) 723–4695], www.
charitesmusic.com. 

DANCE, CAPOEIRA: Omulu 
Capoeira Brooklyn hosts an 
evening of dance, wine, and 
martial arts. $20. 7 pm. The 
Living Gallery (1094 Broad-
way, between Dekalb Avenue 
and Pulaski Street in Bush-
wick), www.omulubrooklynca-
poeira.com. 

MUSIC, MONTY ALEXANDER: 
$30–$40. 8 pm. Brooklyn 
Center for the Performing 
Arts at Brooklyn College 
[2900 Campus Rd., between 
Amersfort Place and Kenil-
worth Place in Midwood, (718) 
951–4500], www.brooklyn-
centeronline.org. 

“PLAY, SAID THE EARTH TO 
THE AIR!”: A reading of the 
Richard Lewis play allows chil-
dren to let their imagination 
fl ow. Free with museum ad-
mission. 11:30 am, 1 pm and 
2:30 pm. Brooklyn Children’s 
Museum [145 Brooklyn Ave. 
at St. Marks Avenue in Crown 
Heights, (718) 735–4400], 
www.brooklynkids.org. 

FRI, MARCH 21
TALK, NELSON MANDELA 

TRIBUTE: ”The Fight for 
Freedom” documentary 
showing, poetry, and discus-
sion with Brooklyn Borough 
President Eric Adams. Free. 
5 pm. YWCA of Brooklyn 
[30 3rd Ave. between State 
Street and Atlantic Avenue in 
Boerum Hill, (718) 875–1190], 
www.ywcabklyn.org. 

THEATER, “KING LEAR”: The-
atre for a New Audience 
performs Shakespeare’s play. 
$60–$75. 7:30 pm. Polon-
sky Shakespeare Center [262 
Ashland Pl. between Fulton 
and Lafayette avenues in 
Fort Greene, (866) 811–4111], 
www.tfana.org. 

THEATER, “DEAD END”: Five 
teenagers struggle with ex-
treme wealth and poverty 
in a divided New York City. 
$15-25. 7:30 pm. Irondale 
Center [85 S. Oxford St. at 
Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 488–9233], 
www.irondale.org. 

THEATER, “TWELFTH NIGHT”: 
A world of foolery, fantasy, 
and rowdy house guests, 
where identity is mistaken 
and imagination often proves 
true. $15-$18. 7:30 pm. South 
Oxford Space (138 South Ox-
ford St. near Hanson Place in 
Fort Greene), www.oldhatthe-
atrecompany.com. 

THEATER, “MAID’S DOOR”: 
Family drama written by 
Cheryl L. Davis. $15–$25 (chil-
dren and seniors $12–$15). 
8 pm. Billie Holiday Theatre 
[1368 Fulton St. between 
Marcy and Brooklyn avenues 
in Bedford-Stuyvesant, (718) 
636–0918], www.thebillieholi-
day.org. 

THEATER, “REPUBLIC”: Hoi 
Polloi Theater Company 
performs a dream-like piece 
inspired by Plato’s Repub-
lic. $18. 8 pm. Jack (505 1/2 
Waverly Ave. at Fulton Street 
in Fort Greene), www.jackny.
org. 

THEATER, “MEDEA”: Clas-
sic Greek play of a woman 
avenging her husband’s be-
trayal. 8 pm. Gallery Players 
[199 14th St., between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (212) 352–3101], gal-
leryplayers.com. 

THEATER, “I’M MISERABLE 
BUT CHANGE SCARES ME”: 
An existential sitcom about 
co-dependency and stagna-
tion. $20. 8 pm. Brick Theater 
(579 Metropolitan Ave. at Lo-
rimer Street in Williamsburg). 

MUSIC, “BOWLIVE V FEATUR-
ING SOULIVE”: $15–$20. 8:30 
pm. Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe 
Ave. between N. 11th and N. 
12th streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 963–3369], www.brook-
lynbowl.com. 

MUSIC, “REGGAE NIGHT WITH 
SOUL IMPERIAL”: Free. 10 
pm. The Diamond [43 Frank-
lin St. near Cayler Street in 
Greenpoint, (718) 383–5030], 
thediamondbrooklyn.com. 

ding planning. $5. Noon–4 
pm. PAC Plex (1500 Paer-
degat Ave. North, at 1500 
Paerdegat Seaview Avenue in 
Canarsie), www.theenvision-
experience.com. 

SUN, MARCH 23

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, JAZZ CLASSES: WeBop 

teaches children 2 to 5 years 
old and their caregivers about 
the core concepts, instru-
ments, and great performers 
of jazz in eight workshops. 
$350 (whole series for one 
child and adult). BAM Kids 
[30 Lafayette Ave. at Ashland 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
636–4129], www.bam.org. 

THEATER, THEATRESPORTS: 
Competition improvisational 
show for children of all ages. 
$10. Noon. The Gallery Play-
ers [199 14th St. between 
Second and Third avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 595–0547]. 

DANCE, “THE SLEEPING 
BEAUTY”: Russian National 
Ballet Theatre performs Tchai-
kovsky’s classic fairy tale. 
$36-$45. 3 pm. Brooklyn Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts at 
Brooklyn College [2900 Cam-
pus Rd., between Amersfort 
Place and Kenilworth Place in 
Midwood, (718) 951–4500], 
www.brooklyncenteronline.
org. 

MUSIC, “DUO ANOVA”: In-
augural performance in the 
new PLGArts Chamber Music 
Series. $5 (suggested). 3 pm. 
RSVP required for address 
[Midwood St. at Bedford Ave 
in Prospect Lefferts Gardens, 
(313) 407–3179], plgarts.org. 

OTHER
FILM, FILM FESTIVAL: “Israel 

Talking @ the Movies”: Four 
fi lms examine how Jewish 
ideas of identity and respon-
sibility are portrayed in mod-
ern Israeli fi lm. $10. 11 am. 
Brooklyn Heights Synagogue 
[131 Remsen St. near Court 
Street in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 522–2070], www.bhs-
brooklyn.org. 

SPORTS, LIU WELLNESS AND 
FITNESS DAY: Community 
event focusing on health, 
fi tness, and nutrition for 
families and children. Free. 
12:00 PM. Long Island Uni-
versity [DeKalb and Flatbush 
avenues in Downtown, (718) 
488–1624], www.brooklyn.
liu.edu. 

ENVIRONMENT WORKSHOP: 
Urban rangers help you to un-
derstand climate changes and 

explore the water cycle. Free. 
1 pm. Salt Marsh Nature Cen-
ter [3302 Avenue U in Marine 
Park, (718) 421–2021]. 

BAY RIDGE ST. PATRICK’S DAY 
PARADE: The marches wend 
their way through the streets 
of Bay Ridge. Free. 1 pm. Pa-
rade Route (Third Avenue and 
Marine Avenue in Bay Ridge). 

TALK, DR. SALLY ROESCH 
WAGNER: Talk and tea cel-
ebrating Women’s History 
Month. Free. 2–4 pm. Wyck-
off Farmhouse Museum [5816 
Clarendon Rd. at Ditmas Av-
enue in East Flatbush, (718) 
629–5400], wyckoffmuseum.
org. 

COMEDY, PRETTY GOOD 
FRIENDS: Hosted by Eugene 
Mirman, with Maeve Higgins, 
Jon Benjamin: $18–$20. 8 pm. 
Bell House [149 Seventh St. 
at Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

ART, DRINK & DRAW: Weekly 
fi gure drawing class; model, 
crayons, and paper provided, 
or bring your own materials. 
Free (2-drink minimum). 10:30 
pm. Macri Park Bar [462 Union 
Ave. at Metropolitan Avenue 
in Williamsburg, (718) 599–
4999], www.macripark.com. 

MON, MARCH 24
ICE SKATING PARTY: Skating 

party with exhibition perfor-
mances by NYC’s synchro-
nized skating team. $25. 
6–9 pm. The Rinks at LeFrak 
Center [Enter at Parkside and 
Ocean Avenues in Prospect 
Park, (718) 462–0040], www.
lakesideprospectpark.com.

READING, COLMAN AN-
DREWS: Author of “My Usual 
Table,” in conversation with 
Ruth Reichl. Free. 7 pm. Pow-
erHouse Arena [37 Main St. at 
Water Street in Dumbo, (718) 
666–3049], www.powerhou-
searena.com. 

SPORTS, WWE MONDAY 
NIGHT RAW: $25–$105. 7:30 
pm. Barclays Center [620 At-
lantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street 
in Prospect Heights, (917) 
618–6100], www.barclayscen-
ter.com. 

TUES, MARCH 25
GIRL SCOUT COOKIE POP-

UP SHOP: Credit cards ac-
cepted. $4. 3:30–7:30 pm. St. 
George’s Episcopal Church 
(800 Marcy Ave. at Gates Av-
enue in Bedford–Stuyvesant), 
www.girlscoutsnyc.org. 

TALK, SPRING LECTURE SE-

RIES: “Can Men Be Civilized 
without Monogamy?” Free. 
6–8 pm. St. Francis College 
[180 Remsen St. between 
Court and Clinton streets in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 489–
5200], www.sfc.edu. 

FILM, CREATED EQUAL 
SCREENING AND DISCUS-
SION: “The Loving Story”: 
Documentary about the Lov-
ings, whose landmark 1967 
Supreme Court case legalized 
interracial marriage. Free. 
6:30 pm. Brooklyn Historical 
Society [128 Pierrepont St. 
at Clinton Street in Brook-
lyn Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

COMEDY, DUMBO COMEDY: 
Standup hosted by Aaron 
Kominos-Smith and Meghan 
Hanley. Free. 8 pm. Dish 
Dumbo [81 Washington St. 
between York and Front 
streets in Dumbo, (718) 625–
3474], www.facebook.com/
dumbocomedy. 

THEATER, “RED VELVET”: 
In London in 1833, a black 
American breaks precedent 
and plays Othello. $45-55. 
8 pm. St. Ann’s Warehouse 
[29 Jay St. between John and 
Plymouth streets in Dumbo, 
(718) 254–8779], www.
stannswarehouse.org. 

MUSIC, NOPOP, COPAN, 
VALVED VOICE, KEITH 
VARICK: $7. 8 pm. Trash Bar 
[256 Grand St. at Driggs Av-
enue in Williamsburg, (718) 
599–1000], www.thetrashbar.
com. 

WED, MARCH 26
BALLROOM DANCE CLASSES: 

For beginners of all ages. 
Free. 6–9 pm. FIAO Beacon 
Community Center at IS 96 
[99 Avenue P. between W. 
11th and W.12th streets in 
Bensonhurst, (718) 232–2266]. 

READING, SARA BARRON: 
Author of “The Harm in Ask-
ing”. Free. 7 pm. Power-
House Arena [37 Main St. at 
Water Street in Dumbo, (718) 
666–3049], www.powerhou-
searena.com. 

READING, DANICA 
NOVGORODOFF: Author 
of “The Undertaking of Lily 
Chen.” In conversation with 
Whitney Matheson. Free. 7:30 
pm. Greenlight Bookstore 
[686 Fulton St. between S. 
Elliott Place and S. Portland 
Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 
246–0200], greenlightbook-
store.com. 

THURS, MARCH 27
FILM, FILM FESTIVAL: “New 

Voices in Black Cinema”: Nar-
rative and documentary fi lms 
showcasing the depth and 
diversity of the African-Amer-
ican experience. Brooklyn 
Academy of Music [30 Lafay-
ette Ave. between Ashland 
Place and St. Felix Street in 
Fort Greene, (718) 636–4100], 
www.bam.org. 

CAROUSEL OPENING DAY: Kick 
off spring with a ride on the 
carousel. $2 ($9 for a book 
of 5 tickets). Noon–5 pm. 
Prospect Park Picnic House 
(Prospect Park West and Fifth 
Street in Park Slope), www.
prospectpark.org. 

READING, “HOW TO BUILD A 
FIRE”: Prominent community 
members share true tales in 
this monthly series curated by 
poet Terence Degnan. Free. 

Kid n play: Kid Cudi plays the Barclays Center on March 22. 
 Associated Press / Tony Dejak
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Featuring 
Broadway Legend

CAROL 
LAWRENCE 
Tony® Nominee 
West Side Story
and
CHARLOTTE COHN
SHEFFIELD CHASTAIN
JONATHAN SALE

Written by 
Emmy� Nominee  
JASON ODELL WILLIAMS
Directed by  
Karen Carpenter  
Love, Loss and What I Wore

The Westside Theatre, 407 W. 43rd St 
    Telecharge.com        212-239-6200        HandleWithCareThePlay.com

“MIRACULOUS - LEAVES THE AUDIENCE DELIGHTED!”
– Jewish Week

“A HILARIOUS & HEARTWARMING 
ROMANTIC COMEDY!”

ritten by
mmy�yy Nominee  �

ASON ODELL WILLIAMS
irected by

DO YOU 
TWEET?

STAY
CURRENT 
THROUGH 

FACEBOOK?
To get the latest
in Brooklyn news,

check us out online 
at our Twitter and 
Facebook pages.
Just search for 
Brooklyn Daily

KARAOKE
Every Wed. 8pm

LIVE 
MUSIC

718 -989 - 8952

Private Party Rooms
Off Premise Catering

7717 3rd Avenue  Bay Ridge
GreenhouseCafe.com

Valet Parking

LUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCH

$995 Price Fixed Menu
Includes Beverage, Entree and a Treat

7721 3rd Avenue, Bay Ridge, Brooklyn
718-989-8951

Free Delivery

CELEBRATE 
The Bay Ridge 

St. Patrick’s Day Parade
this Sunday, March 23

Parade kicks off @ 1pm followed by Live Music @ 4pm
Come in for the Best Corned Beef & Cabbage 

in the Borough!

Saturday

March, 22

Sunday
March, 23

Rockinghams

@ 9:30 pm

Head N’ South@ 4 pm

Friday

March, 21

Potentially 

Unstable
@ 10 pm

Friday
March, 28

Bangstrum Band@ 9:30 pm

Saturday

March, 29

The Ridge

@ 10 pm
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Westsid
e Theatre, 407 W. 43rd St.

Sat
chm

oNY
C.co

m

Telecharge.com · 212-239-6200

AMERICA WAS CHANGING. 
LOUIS ARMSTRONG PLAYED ON.

“A RIVETING,
DEEP and

IMPASSIONED 
work of INSIGHT

and POWER.”

Please join us on Thursday, March 27, 2014 
for our Bridal Showcase

EVENT RUNS FROM:

CALL OR EMAIL OUR OFFICE TO RESERVE SEATING:

Valet Parking Available
Free Admission, so call early to reserve space. 

(3 Person maximum per reservation)

LOCATED AT:

OFFICE HOURS ARE: 

VISIT US ON OUR WEBSITE:

Bay Ridge Manor
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BENSONHURST

Three cheers to Dr. Melinda Keller for 
being a chiropractor to the stars. Founder 
and head of the Guardian Angels Cur-

tis Sliwa goes straight to the best spine 
aligner around and brings mom Frances 

for her adjustments too. 
Fellow guardians Muguel (Justice) 

Lombardo, Keji (Duke) Oda, interna-
tional di-
rector of 
the Guard-
ian Angels, 
and John 

( Z e e k ) 

G av a r e s 
all have 
s t r a i g h t -
a s - a n - a r -
row spines 
thanks to 
the mar-
v e l o u s 
manipula-
tions of Dr. 
Keller. 

S t a n d -
ing O says, “If you can’t get rid of that pain 
in the neck, head straight to Dr. Melinda 
Keller for the alignment of a lifetime and 
get that kink right out of your spine.”

Brooklyn Spine Center [5911 16th Ave. 
at 60th Street in Bensonhurst, (718) 234–
6200].

PARK SLOPE

Thanks for the memory
Cheers and hooray to Christopher Na-

deau and Josephine Brown of the New 

York Memory Center, formerly the Park 
Slope Geriatric Day Center, for their dedi-
cation and commitment to the care and 
treatment of patients with Alzheimer’s dis-
ease and dementia. 

Christopher is the executive director 
at the center and has been a staff member 
since 2003. He will receive the World Award 
from the Senior Umbrella Network of 

Brooklyn for his leadership and service to 
the older adult community at the Center. 

Josephine is the program director and 
will be honored as a Women of Distinc-

tion at Courier Life’s fourth annual tribute 
in May. She has been a member of the staff 
since 2000 and became program director in 
2008. Brown has been instrumental in de-
veloping innovative programming for the 
seniors at the center. 

“The New York Memory Center has 
been honored with the dedication, caring, 
and fun that Christopher and Josephine 
provide with their leadership,” said Allan 

Kramer, board president. “These awards 
are well-deserved and bring them the wider 
attention they deserve.” 

New York Memory Center [199 14th St. 

at Fourth Avenue in Park Slope (718) 499–
7701]

BROWNSVILLE

Crafty calendar
Budding artist Alicja Sobieraj, a sixth 

grader from the PAL Brownsville Bea-

con Cen-

ter, won 
for her cre-
ative piece 
“A Career 
out of this 
w o r l d . ” 
The outta-
this-world 
rendering 
is slated to 

be on the June cover in the PAL’s 2014 cal-
endar. 

Alicja practices and hones her craft at 
the center, which provides recreational, ed-
ucational, cultural, and social activities to 
boys and girls in the neighborhood.

Standing O can’t wait to see Alicja’s 
works at the Met. Brava!

PAL Brownsville Beacon Center [985 
Rockaway Ave. at Hegeman St. in Browns-
ville, (718) 485–2719].

• • •

Hands across time
Standing O offers condolences to Stand-

ing O pal Rev. Temah Garbaty of the Car-

mine Carro Community Center. Her dad 
Aaron Garbaty passed away on March 2 at 
the age of 87. 

Rev. Garbaty took a picture of her dad’s 
hands when she fi rst learned the art of 
black-and-white photography. And now she 
has this beautiful photo to remember his 
loving embrace. 

GRAVESEND

The Easter Bunny is coming
Chocolate bunnies, lilies, and home-

made goodies will be available at the an-
nual Lady of Grace Easter Fair on April 
5–6. The Boy Scouts will be selling zeppoles 
and fried Oreos — how can you resist that? 
— and local vendors will provide home-
made cakes and desserts while the children 
play games and hunt for Easter eggs. 

The Easter Bunny will also be on hand 
for those memorable photo ops. You can also 
bring a toy to donate to the Toys for Tots pro-
gram at the Fort Hamilton Army Base. 

So come on down and celebrate the sea-

son of spring and renewal at Our Lady of 
Grace Church.

Our Lady of Grace Church [E. Fourth St. 
and Avenue W in Gravesend, (718) 376–8294].

BEDFORD-STUYVESANT 

Welcome to the community
Standing O welcomes Councilman 

Robert Cornegy (D–Bedford-Stuyvesant) 
to the neighborhood. The representative 
opened the doors to his new service offi ces 
at the Bedford-Stuvyvesant Restoration 

Plaza on March 14. 
“The opening of the new constituent ser-

vices offi ce is a moment of celebration and 
a demonstration of my pledge to provide an 
exceptional level of service to the residents 
of Bedford-Stuyvesant and Crown Heights,” 
said the councilman.

The new offi ce comes with a lactation 
station for breast-feeding working moms.

The offi ce is open Monday to Friday 
from 9 am to 6 pm, Thursday until 8 pm, 
and the fi rst Saturday of the month from 10 
am to 2 pm.

Councilman Robert Cornegy offi ce [1360 
Fulton St., suite 500, in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant, (718) 919–0740].

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

CONEY ISLAND 

Fire Commissioner Salvator Cas-

sano, Chief of Department Edward 

Kilduff, staff and fellow EMS attendants 
honored fallen hero EMS Anthony 

“Tony” Ficara from Station 43, along 
with other selfl ess smokeeaters who 
rushed to the burning Twin Towers on 
9-11 without a thought to their own lives.

The plaque, prominently displayed 
on the second fl oor of Coney Island Hos-
pital, lists each of the members of Sta-
tion 43, which was located at the hospi-
tal.

Ficara was a 23-year veteran who re-
tired in 2010, and passed away in 2012.

Coney Island Hospital [2601 Ocean 
Pkwy. at Shore Road in Coney Island, 
(718) 616–3000].

BAY RIDGE

Order in the court
Let the record show that Xaver-

ian’s Mock Trial team slammed 
the competition and won its second 
mock-trial debate at Brooklyn Fed-
eral Court on March 5. 

Moderator Richard Montalbano 
detailed before the court the case of 
People of the State of New York vs. 
Penn HydrasGas, Inc. and Mitchell 
Tomely, CEO. 

The written memorandum of law 
was more than 20 pages of evidentiary 
rules and more than 50 pages of testi-
mony, evidence, and related case law. 

But that did not deter the team, 
comprised of Kevin Savarese ’14, 
Daniel Loud ’14, Michael Calza 
’14, Marc Calza ’17, Patrick Coen 

’14, Frank Coen ’16,  Matthew La-

mattina ’15,  Christopher Cali ’14, 
Chrisopher Russo ’14, John Freeze 
’14, Matthew Maldonado ’14, and 
Joshua Previl ’14. 

The budding legal eagles put in 
countless hours of hard work and de-
veloped an exceptional case for both 
sides of the issue. Additional mod-
erators included William Neri ’00, 
Joseph Mancino, and Christopher 

Freeze P’10,’14, G’13.
Xaverian High School [7100 

Shore Rd. at 71st Street in Bay Ridge 
(718) 836–7100].

IN MEMORY: Fire Commissioner Salvatore Cassano and, right, Chief of Department Edward 
Kilduff, remember Tony Ficara with a plaque dedication ceremony at Coney Island Hospital on 
March 7. Photo by Arthur De Gaeta

The fallen are never forgotten

Now no more, ‘Oh, my aching back!’
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Volkswagen of Brooklyn
(888) 279-7991
100 Neptune Ave, Bklyn, NY

Hours: M-Th 9-8, F 9-7, Sa 9-6, Su 11-4
DMV#7115099, NYC DCA Lic.#1450827

Bay Ridge Volkswagen
(888) 287-3220

8910 4th Ave, Bklyn, NY
Hours: M-Th 9-9, F 9-7, Sa 9-6, Su 11-5

DMV#7009036, NYC DCA Lic.#527907

No-Charge
Scheduled Maintenance

Volkswagen Carefree Maintenance® for 2 Years or 24,000 Miles.
Whichever occurs fi rst. 2014 Models. Some restrictions. See dealer or program for details.

®

Price includes all costs to a consumer except tax, tags & MV fees. Leases are closed ended with purchase option included 10K mi/yr @ 25¢/mi thereafter. *Valid with purchase or lease of a new 2013 or 2014 VW 
TDI models. Allow 8-10 weeks for delivery. Expires two years from date of issue, except where prohibited. **This program is valid on any new Jetta Sedan or Jetta SportWagen lease that expires between April 1, 
2014 and September 30, 2014. See dealer for complete details. Lease requires $0 dwn pymt + $625 bank fee + 1st mo pymt + $0 sec dep. Ttl pymt/purch opt: Jetta = $6444/$10,401; Passat = $7164/$11,668. 
Lessee resp for excess wear & tear. All subject to Tier A approval by Volkswagen Credit. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Not resp for typo errors. Must take delivery from in-stock vehicles by 3/27/14.

2014 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA S SEDAN
STK #1441496, AUTOMATIC TRANS, A/C, PWR WND/LKS/STEER/
BRKS, AM/FM CD, CRUISE, TILT, $804 DUE 
AT SIGNING PLUS TAX. MSRP $18,910.

2014 VOLKSWAGEN PASSAT S with NAVIGATION
STK#140054, NAVIGATION, AUTOMATIC TRANS, BLUETOOTH, PWR WND/
LKS/ST/BR, 6-SPEAKER SOUND SYSTEM, $824 
DUE AT SIGNING PLUS TAX. MSRP $23,335.

$179
  LEASE PER MO FOR 36 MO

$199
  LEASE PER MO FOR 36 MO$0 DOWN PAYMENT $0 DOWN PAYMENT

ChooseVW.com

ATTENTIONCurrent VW Jetta Sedan orJetta SportWagen Lessees!WE WILL WAIVE

4
REMAINING   PAYMENTS**

UP TO

RECEIVE A

$1,000 FUEL
REWARD CARD*

Family
BROOKLYN August 2013

FREE

COOL

Fall 

School GuideWhere Every Child Matters

Find us online at www.NYParenting.com

2013 Gold 
Award Winner

Editorial and Design
Awards Competition

Backpack 
weight

Tantrums

Smoking

Sports injuries

Keeping
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37• ‘Rhamel Brown might not be 
the best scorer, but he’s by 
far our most valuable player.’

• ‘I feel so grateful 
for this kid.’

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Getting back on the 

court in his sophomore year 
turned out to be a win-lose 
proposition for Christopher 
Benjamin.

The Brooklyn Commu-
nity Arts and Media senior 
center lost 100 pounds — 
and won a city champion-
ship. 

“It was a terrifi c deci-
sion,” he said.  

Benjamin scored 14 
points and earned most-
valuable-player honors 
in a 47–44 victory for the 
top-seeded Lions over the 
defending champion, No. 
6 Fannie Lou Hamer, in 
the Public School Athletic 
League Class B boys’ bas-
ketball fi nal at Long Island 
University last Saturday. 
He wept on the bench and 
was mobbed by his team-
mates when he was named 
the game’s best player. His 
coach knew he earned it.

“I feel so grateful for this 
kid,” sixth-year Lions coach 
Lawanda Greene said. “He 
worked hard and he’s a big 
giant. He deserves it.”

It was Greene who pulled 
the 6-foot-3 Benjamin out 
of the school cafeteria and 
back to the court. Benja-
min — then more than 300 
pounds — had been dis-
missed from Bishop Ford, 
where he played sparingly 
as a freshman. Schoolwork, 
not basketball, had been his 
priority then.

Greene, who played col-
lege ball at Ohio State and 
St. Peter’s, told him to meet 
her at the gym later in the 
day for workout. Benjamin 
was ready with a T-shirt, 
shorts and sneakers, and 
Greene told him to start 

working. He hasn’t stopped 
since, and now he’s slim-
mer, more skilled, and can 
run a six-minute mile. His 
teammates appreciate his 
work ethic, and his growth 
as a player.

“It’s a big difference be-
cause he started working 
harder,” said fellow senior 

Jevonte Wilson. “He lost a 
lot of weight, became more 
of a guard.”

The whole program has 
had to work hard to get to 
this point.

Brooklyn Community 
(30–0) lost to Teachers Prep 
in the quarterfi nals two 
years ago. Then it fell to 

Fannie Lou Hamer (24–6) 
in double overtime in last 
year’s semifi nals — a pain-
ful defeat that the players 
avenged in the March 15 
title game. 

“We wanted to beat 
them,” Wilson said. 

The Lions thrived at 
the end of quarters, before 
having to hold on at the 
end. Seven straight points, 
including a Patrick Cross 
layup, closed the Fannie 
Lou Hamer lead to just 
22–20 at the half. A James 
Cooper three-pointer at the 
third buzzer gave Brooklyn 
Community a 37–31 lead 
going into the fourth — an 
advantage that increased to 
46–34 with 2:55 to go in the 
game thanks to a 9–0 run.

Fannie Lou Hamer then 
began a frantic rally, out-
scoring the Lions 10–1 over 
the rest of the way. The Pan-
thers cut the lead to 47–44 
with 9.5 seconds left and 
had a chance to tie after 
Benjamin missed the front 
end of a one-and-one. Cross, 
Andrew Francisco and Wil-
son forced Saul Crespo into 
well-guarded three-point 
that did not drop.

“They kept the game 
close and we weren’t sure, 
but we held them and fi n-
ished it off,” Wilson said.  

Brooklyn Community 
wants to end its season on 
the right note as it heads to 
Albany to try for the state 
Federation crown. It takes 
on Catholic champions Re-
gis at 1:30 pm on March 22 
at the Times Union Center.

“I still feel like we 
haven’t played our best bas-
ketball yet,” Greene said. 
“Even with an undefeated 
season.”

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Former Transit Tech 

star Rhamel Brown had 
to be patient to get to this 
moment — and he savored 
it.

The Manhattan Col-
lege Jaspers went 6–25 in 
Brown’s freshmen sea-
son in the Bronx. They 
were one win away from 
making it a year ago, but 
fell in the Metro Atlantic 
Athletic Conference title 
game. 

But this year, Brown 
got to sit front and center, 
next to this year’s confer-
ence championship trophy 
— along with head coach 
Steve Masiello and fellow 
seniors George Beamon 
and Michael Alvarado — 
to watch his team called 
during the NCAA tourna-
ment selection show.

“It’s special because 
these are the guys I 
have been through thick 
and thin with, ups and 
down, everything for 
four years with,” said 
Brown, a Brownsville na-

tive. “There is no point 
of even being here if you 
aren’t with the people who 
helped you get there.”

Manhattan, which also 
features former Transit 
Tech standout Richard 
Williams, drew a No. 13-
seed and faced the defend-
ing national champion, 
No. 4-ranked Louisville, 
in the opening round 
on March 20 at 9:50 pm 
in Orlando. Brown and 
his teammates were sur-
prised the Cardinals were 
not seeded higher.   

“They really domi-
nated competition over 
the past couple of weeks,” 
Brown said. “I think they 
deserved a lot better, but 
that’s the reason I don’t 
get paid to do this.”

But Brown is not with-
out his own special skills. 
He was named the confer-
ence’s defensive player 
of the year for the third-
straight season. He aver-
aged 10.1 points and six 
rebounds this season. He 

— Manhattan College head coach Steve Masiello on the 
former Transit Tech star

—Brooklyn Community Arts and 
Media coach Lawanda Greene on star 

Christopher Benjamin

Continued on page 40

FIGHTING TRIM: (Above) 
Christopher Benjamin lost 100 
pounds his sophomore year 
at Brooklyn Community Arts 
and Media, and now in his se-
nior year helped his team win 
a city championship on March 
15. (Right) His teammates cel-
ebrate their title win. 
 Photos by Elizabeth Graham

ARRIVED: Senior center, left, Rhamel Brown and head coach, 
right, Steve Masiello watch as Manhattan College is selected 
as a No. 13 seed in the National Collegiate Athletic Association 
tournament.  Manhattan College 

Brown brings 
Jaspers to the 

NCAA tourney

Trim Benjamin leads 
Lions to city crown 

DT
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The process for 
picking Miss Bas-
ketball in New 

York needs to change be-
cause neither of the top 
two players in the state 
won this year. And one 
of them wasn’t even put 
in the running. 

Even worse, the Bas-
ketball Coaches Associa-
tion of New York, which 
selects the winner, is okay 
with that.

“We are hoping that 
it would be both, a leader 
on the court and a leader 
off the court,” said ex-
ecutive director Dave 
Archer. 

Oneonta guard Ma-
riah Ruff, who is headed 
to St. Bonaventure, is 
this year’s winner. She 
averaged 17.6 points, 
7.2 rebounds and 6.3 as-
sists playing for a Class 
B school, yet she beat out 
Christ the King wing 
and Brooklyn native Si-
erra Calhoun, a McDon-
ald’s All-American. 

I’m sure Ruff is a fi ne 
player and person, but 
I’m sorry,   one of the best 
players in the country, 
who is headed to Duke, 
should be voted as tops 
in her own state. Cal-
houn, who said she was 
surprised by the snub, 
was named New York’s 
Gatorade player of the 
year and is also a mem-
ber of USA Basketball. 

South-Carolina-bound 
Nazareth guard Bianca 
Cuevas, also a McDonald’s 
All-American, wasn’t 
even a fi nalist, because 
she wasn’t nominated. 
That’s a bad job by Naza-
reth coach Ron Kelley. 

Archer didn’t even 
know who Cuevas was. 
When I spoke to him, he 
asked what school she 
played for. 

“Years ago we use to 
scour [newspaper] pages 
then we said the heck 
with it, if she is that 
good, we should have a 
nomination process,” 
Archer said.  

The committee that 
selects the fi nalists has 
done a good job in the past 
getting the award right, 
and it did so this year on 
the boys’ side, tapping 
Lincoln’s Isaiah White-
head. Still, the process is 
fl awed. Online voting by 
members of the associa-
tion ended on Feb. 1 — just 
two days after the McDon-
ald’s All-American selec-
tions were announced. 

Of course, Miss Bas-
ketball isn’t just a pure 
basketball award. The 
committee also asks 
about a player’s com-
munity service, leader-
ship and character. But 
that didn’t stop Lincoln’s 
Lance Stevenson from 
being a co-recipient of 
the boy’s award back in 
2009, even after run-ins 
with the law.

There needs to be 
better communication 
about the process be-
tween the association, 
the coaches and the me-
dia. Also, the selection 
committee needs to in-
clude more knowledge-
able people, so players 
like Cuevas don’t fall 
through the cracks. In 
the world of social me-
dia, it isn’t hard to take 
the time to also inquire 
about potential award 
winners beyond those 
formally nominated.

JOE
KNOWS

by Joe Staszewski

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Brooklyn College Acad-

emy’s fast-rising girls’ 
basketball team will have 
to wait another year for a 
championship. 

The Bobcats missed the 
playoffs in coach Kristin 
Conlon’s fi rst season three 
years ago. Last year, they 
lost in the quarterfi nals to 
eventual champion Schol-
ars Academy. 

This season, second-
seeded Brooklyn College 
Academy’s rode an un-
beaten record into the Pub-
lic School Athletic League 
Class B fi nal before falling 
49–41 to No. 4 East Harlem 
Pride at Long Island Uni-
versity last Saturday after-
noon. 

Despite the loss, Con-
lon is proud of how far her 
team has come. 

“In three years we went 
from not making the play-
offs to the championship,” 
she said. “It’s a testament 
to all the girls’ hard work 
and dedication.” 

Senior forward Shanice 
Cadogan felt the culture 
change when Conlon took 
the reigns. The Bobcats be-
gan holding weekend prac-

tices and responded well 
to Conlon’s motivational 
tools, which included im-
passioned speeches and 
sharing inspirational 
quotes at the practices 
before games. Cadogan 
wanted it all to continue a 
little longer. 

“Seeing it end like this 

was heartbreaking,” she 
said. “I’m not ready to 
leave the girls. Seeing it 
end like that, I couldn’t 
help but cry.”  

Her team has no an-
swer for East Harlem Pride 
freshman forward Daisha 
Davis, who scored 12 of 
her 16 points in the fi rst 

half. She and junior post 
Brashawnda Burrus (13 
points) dominated the glass 
on both ends. Shawde Jones 
closed things out with nine 
of her 15 points coming in 
the fourth quarter. 

The Harlem team closed 
the third quarter with a 
layup by Burrus and a bas-
ket by a double teamed Da-
vis to give it a 37–28 lead 
heading into the fourth. 

“We wanted to trap, but 
then they had another big 
girl,” Cadogan. “They had 
a big girl who could shoot 
from outside. The bigs 
were so athletic.”

Sophomore guard 
Shajuana Henry did all 
she could for Brooklyn 
College Academy (24–1), 
which trailed just 24–21 
at the half. She scored 15 
points and connected on 
two three-pointers. Cado-
gan added 10 points and 
Beatrice Wallace chipped 
in nine. 

Conlon took responsi-
bly for not having them 
ready to handle East Har-
lem Pride (20–1) using a 
triangle-and-two defense. 
Henry felt her team was 

Brooklyn College Academy’s undefeated season ends with championship loss 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
It was an astounding 

comeback, but it still wasn’t 
enough to put Bedford 
Academy over the top when 
the buzzer sounded.

The second-seeded Pan-
thers clawed back from a 
15-point, second-quarter 
defi cit to tie the score in the 
closings seconds of the game 
on a second-straight trey by 
senior Darren Thomas — 
the good feeling was short 
lived. 

A tip in by Eulogio Med-
ina with 14 seconds left gave 
No. 1 Washington Heights 
Expeditionary Learning 
School a 56–54 victory in 
the Public School Athletic 
League Class A boys’ bas-
ketball fi nal Saturday at 
Long Island University.

“The tip in just went in 
and it was over,” Thomas 
said. 

The senior guard thought 
he had done enough to win 
the game, knocking down 
two top-of-the-key three-
pointers in the fi nal min-

ute to tie things up at 54–54 
with 42 seconds remaining. 
The Panthers did a superb 
job guarding Wolves center 
Tyshawn Miles, but with 
three players blocking his 
path to the basket, that left 
Medina open to put back his 
miss on the weak side.

“Our rotation was a lit-
tle late on that,” said Bed-
ford coach Robert Phelps. 
“We had to gamble a little 
bit and it did hurt us.”

His team had one last 
chance to tie. Anthony 
Munson drove right along 
the right baseline with one 
second remaining, but the 
outstretched arms of Miles 
smothered his shot — and 
maybe more, in Munson’s 
opinion.  

“I thought I was fouled,” 
he said. “They didn’t call 
it.” 

Being in position to win 

the game seemed hard to 
fathom early in the fi rst 
quarter. Cold-shooting Bed-
ford (21–2) fell behind 17–2 
with 6:40 to go in the second 
quarter. But the Panthers 
kept fi ghting and believed 
the shots would fall. They 
ended the fi rst half on a 
9–1 run, capped by a three-
pointer by Latye Workman 
at the buzzer that cut the 
lead down to just 24–20 at 
the break. 

“We had to dig,” Work-
man said. “We had to pull 
it from deep within. We had 
to leave everything on the 
fl oor.”

Washington Heights 
Expeditionary Learning 
School (26–0) pushed its 
lead back to nine with 5:51 
to go in the game. In one 
more furious rally, Bed-
ford responded with an 11–4 

HOT SHOT: Michael Hilton 
shoots a jump shot in the fi rst 
half of Saturday’s game against 
Wheels at Long Island Universi-
ty.  Photo by Jason Speakman

DRIVEN: Brooklyn College Academy’s Beatrice Wallace has the ball 
during the school’s 49–41 loss to East Harlem Pride on March 15 at 
Long Island University. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Bedford’s rally is undone by late tip

Bobcats fall in title game Brooklyn stars 
snubbed for 

Miss Basketball
DT

Continued on page 40

Continued on page 40
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SPORTS

Sales: 612 86th St at BQE/278, Brooklyn, NY
Service: 152 58th St, Brooklyn, NY
347.578.7900|www.BayRidgeFord.com

NYCDCA#1017929  DMV#7111183

SALES 
Mon–Thu: 9–9
Fri: 9–7 
Sat: 9–6 
Sun: 11–5

SERVICE 
Mon–Fri: 7–7
Sat: 8–4
Closed 
Sunday

Parliamo 
Italiano

Hablamos 
Español
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*Leases based on 24 months, include 10,500 mi/yr @ 20¢ after. Lease due @ sign= $2995 customer cash down+1st pymt +$0 security + $645 bank fee +tax, tags & DMV fees. Total Pymts/Residual: 
‘13 Edge $3336/$18,069, ‘14 Escape $2376/ $15,356, ‘14 Fusion SE $2376/$18,169, ’13 C-Max $1896/$19,418, ’14 Fusion Energi $4536/$23,841. †Available on select vehicles for qualifi ed buy-
ers. ‡Based on Galves wholesale value, see dler for details. �EPA estimated combined MPG. Actual mileage will vary. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Not valid on previous purchase. Offers 
valid with ad. Not resp for typographical errors. Photos for illustration purposes only. Used vehicles sold cosmetically as is. Must take delivery by 3/31/14. Offers expire 3 days after pub.

�Sales Drive

APPROVAL
IS OUR GOAL†

$$

BOOK VALUE
FOR YOUR TRADE‡

�

COMMERCIAL TRUCK HEADQUARTERS
2013 FORD
F-150 
Supercab STX
Vin# G01567, Stk# FT3637, auto, 

8cyl, AM/FM/CD, a/c, pwr str/brks/lcks, 

Includes and must qualify for factory 

retail cash rebate $2250, 

Conquest $1000, STX Bonus Cash $1000, 

Special Retail Customer Cash $500, 

MSRP $36,680

2013 FORD
Transit 
Connect XL
Vin#145514, Stk# FT3097, auto, 4cyl, 

AM/FM/CD, a/c, pwr str/brks/lcks, 

Includes and must qualify for factory 

retail cash rebate $2500, Conquest 

$1000,Upfit Rebate $350, 

MSRP $23,440

2013 FORD 
E-250 
Cargo Van
Vin#A70869, Stk# FT2976,  auto, 8cyl, 

AM/FM/CD, a/c, pwr str/brks, Commercial 

Van Package, Includes & must qualify for 

factory retail cash rebate $3000, 

Conquest $1200, Upfit Rebate $2500, 

MSRP $29,845 $29,250BUY FORBUY FOR BUY FOR
$23,200$18,945

VIN #556985, Stk# FC3799, auto, 
4cyl, AM/FM/cd, pwr str/brks/wind/
lks, a/c, lthr, nav, rear camera, power 

liftgate, tech pkg. Must qualify for 
Ford conquest rebates. MSRP: $35,960. 

$2995 Due at signing. $0 sec. 
excl taxes & fees.

PER MO | 24 MO LEASE*

$79

Vin#U56125, Stk#FT4017, auto, 
V6, AM/FM/cd, pwr str/brks/wind/
lks, a/c, nav, reverse camera, alloy 

wheels. Must qualify for Ford conquest 
rebates. MSRP: $23,995. $2995 

Due at signing. $0 sec. excl 
taxes & fees.

PER MO | 24 MO LEASE*

$99

Vin#139651, Stk#FC3503, auto, 4cyl, 
AM/FM/cd, pwr str/brks/wind/lks, a/c, 
nav, SE tech/My Ford Touch package, 

appearance package, 18” wheels. 
Must qualify for Ford conquest rebates. 
MSRP: $27,530. $2995 Due at signing. 

$0 sec. excl taxes & fees.

PER MO | 24 MO LEASE*

$99

Vin#E22279, Stk# FT3689, auto, V6, 
AM/FM/cd, pwr str/brks/wind/lks, a/c, 

sync system, aluminum wheels, roof 
rails. Must qualify for Ford conquest 

rebates. MSRP: $30,115. $2995 Due 
at signing. 

$0 sec. excl taxes & fees.

PER MO | 24 MO LEASE*

$139

VIN #216429, Stk# FC392, auto, 
4cyl, AM/FM/cd, pwr str/brks/wind/
lks, a/c, lthr, nav, moonrf. Must qualify 

for Ford conquest rebates. 
MSRP: $39,085. $2995 Due 
at signing. $0 sec. excl taxes 

& fees.

PER MO | 24 MO LEASE*

$189

NEW
2013 FORD

CMax Energi SEL

NEW
2014 FORD

Escape S FWD

NEW
2014 FORD

Fusion SE

NEW
2013 FORD

Edge SE FWD

NEW
2014 FORD

Fusion Energi Titanium

40
HWY 

  MPG�

31
HWY 

  MPG�

34
HWY 

  MPG�

27
HWY 

  MPG�

47
HWY 

  MPG�
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Jump shots are always 

important in basketball, 
but they were paramount 
for Brooklyn Law and Tech 
last Wednesday. 

The Jets’ new offensive 
opportunities were limited 
with 6-foot-9, Drexel-bound 
center Tyshawn Miles pa-
trolling the paint for top-
seeded Washington Heights 
Expeditionary Learning 
School.

“We are only getting 
one [shot],” said Brooklyn 
Law coach Kenny Pretlow. 
“There is a reason they are 
the No. 1 seed — and he is 
6-foot-9.”

His undersized club kept 
itself in the game but saw a 
late run fall short in 64–54 
loss in the Public School 
Athletic League Class AA 
boys’ basketball semifi -
nals at Lehman College on 
March 12. 

No. 5 Brooklyn Law and 
Tech pulled to as close as 
51–45, thanks to a three-
point play by Matthew Scott 
with 4:52 to go in the game. 
But the Jets could not trim 
the lead any further as 
quick shots — including a 
long trey from Juan Ramos 
— gave the Wolves a chance 
to regroup. 

“We can’t take the fi rst 
available shot when you are 
out-manned on the boards 
the way we were going to 
be,” Pretlow said.

The same thing hap-
pened in the second quar-
ter. Brooklyn Law and Tech 
(16–4) used a quick 6–0 run 

to cut its defi cit to 41–33 
late in the frame. Ramos 
recorded a three-point play 

and a driving layup dur-
ing the spurt.  Washing-
ton Heights Expeditionary 

(24–0) scored the next four 
points and took a 45–33 ad-
vantage into the half.    

“As we kept cutting the 
lead down, we started tak-
ing bad shots and letting 
them get layups,” the Niag-
ara-bound Scott said. 

Scott scored a game-
high 28 points and Ramos 
added 14 for Brooklyn Law 
and Tech. 

Emile Lewis tallied 26 
points and Eddy Polanco 
had 12 for the Wolves. Isa-
iah Resto chipped in 10 
points. 

The Jets tried to pack 
in its defense and was able 
to control Miles, but Wash-
ington Heights Expedi-
tionary’s perimeter play-
ers did more than enough 
damage and the Wolves 
scored off Brooklyn Law 
and Tech’s misses in tran-
sition.

“I thought when we were 
able to get back and set our 
defense we did a great job,” 
Pretlow said. “I thought 
the majority of their points 
were on run outs.”

The coach was proud 
of his kids for advancing 
a round further into the 
playoffs than last year and 
playing right with the top 
seed. He felt they gave him 
everything they had, even 
if they felt they came up a 
little short. 

“This is my fi rst year get-
ting to a fi nal four, so it was 
an accomplishment, but we 
wanted to win a champion-
ship,” Scott said. “We felt 
like we could win today.”

Brooklyn Law and Tech loses case in Class A semifi nals 

Joe Johnson passes the ball over Phoenix Suns’ Marcus 
Morris during the fi rst half of their March 17 game at the 
Barclays Center. The Nets eclipsed the Suns 108–95 on St. 
Patrick’s Day, extending the team’s home-game winning 
streak to nine. Associated Press / Seth Wenig

LAWMAN: Brooklyn Law and Tech’s Brandon House shoots a jump-
er over Wheels’ Eddy Polanco during the Boy’s Class A Semifi nal 
game on March 12.  Photo by Robert Cole

Laying down the Law

is third in the nation in 
blocked shots per game with 
3.66 and scored 15 points in 
the conference title game 
victory over Iona. 

“Rhamel Brown might 
not be the best scorer, but 
he’s by far our most valuable 
player because he changes 
the game,” Masiello said 
earlier this season. “He’s so 
underrated.”

Brown understands 
a tough task lies ahead 

against Louisville, a team 
that Masiello described as 
a bigger, better version of 
his. The Jaspers will give it 
their best shot, but just get-
ting the opportunity was 
the fulfi llment of a dream 
for Brown.

It’s everything we 
worked for,” Brown said. 
“Everybody sacrifi ced for 
this. This was really impor-
tant to us.”

Bishop Ford alum Wil-

liams, Minutemen earn 

tournament nod: Chaz 
Williams, who played his 
high school ball at Bishop 

Ford, has the University 
of Massachusetts back in 
the big dance for the fi rst 
since in 1998. The Minute-
men team, which earned 
an at-large bid, takes the 
court on March 21 in Ra-
leigh, N.C. in the opening 
round against the win-
ner of a play-in contest be-
tween Iowa and Tennessee. 
Williams averaged 15.8 
points and 7.0 assists per 
game. The senior guard 
is a three-time Atlantic 10 
fi rst-team selection.  

“I felt tremendously con-
fi dent about it,” Williams 

said. “We played some 
tough teams this year.  We 
beat some great teams.”

Lincoln alum leads 

Oklahoma State to tour-

ney date with Kentucky: 
Former Abraham Lincoln 
forward Kamari Murphy 
put his dancing shoes on as 
the Cowboys earned a No. 9 
seed as an at-large team to 
face No. 8 Kentucky in the 
opening round on March 
21 in San Diego. Murphy, 
a sophomore forward, is 
averaging 6.0 points and 
6.2 rebounds a game off he 
bench. 

Sundown

run capped by another 
Thomas three-pointer. 

Thomas scored eight 
of his 17 points in the 
fourth quarter and Mun-
son added 12 for Bedford. 
Medina, who earned most-
valuable-player honors, 

led the Wolves with 23 
points, and Eddie Polanco 
chipped in 11. 

Bedford was left with 
an empty feeling when it 
was over, but Phelps was 
fi lled with admiration for 
his players.

“My guys showed a lot 
of fortitude and a lot of 
guts,” Phelps said. “I’m 
proud of them.”

aggressive enough, but 
baskets they made in the 
fi rst half just didn’t go 
down during the come-
back attempt. 

“Our goal was to at-
tack and make sure we 
play defense,” Henry 
said. “Just some shots 
weren’t dropping. So we 
had a defi cit throughout 

the whole game.” 
A championship game 

defeat doesn’t mean 
Brooklyn College Acad-
emy’s rise is over. It loses 
just three seniors and re-
turns a good portion of 
its core, including Henry 
and Wallace. 

“We have nine girls 
returning,” Conlon said. 
“We will go back to work-
ing hard and continue 
to improve, and go from 
there.”    

Continued from page 38 

Bedford

Continued from page 38 

Bobcats
Continued from page 37 

Brown

DT



M
AR. 21-27, 2014, C

OURIER L
IFE

41

DT

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability  
company (LLC). Name:  
Blue Wave Realty LLC.  
Articles of Organization  
filed with Secretary of  
State of New York (SSNY)  
on 3/30/2010. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to: 129  
Livingston St Brooklyn NY  
11201. Purpose: any  
lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of  
Ronchess International,  
LLC.  Arts. of Org. filed  
with Secy. of State of NY  
(SSNY) on 2/11/14.  Of- 
fice location: Kings  
County.  SSNY designat- 
ed as agent of LLC upon  
whom process against it  
may be served.  SSNY  
shall mail process to: c/o  
eResidentAgent, Inc.,  
12121 Wilshire Blvd.,  
Ste. 1201, Los Angeles,  
CA 90025.  Purpose: any  
lawful activities.

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Qualification  
of KEETCHIE LLC.  Au- 
thority filed with NY Dept.  
of State on 2/25/14.  Of- 
fice location: Kings  
County.  LLC formed in  
DE on 11/16/11.  NY  
Sec. of State designated  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served and shall mail  
process to: Keetch Miller  
Photography, c/o Olivia  
Miller, 105 Lexington  
Ave., Unit 3A, Brooklyn,  
NY 11215, principal  
business address.  DE  
address of LLC: 1209  
Orange St., Wilmington,  
DE 19801.  Cert. of  
Form. filed with DE Sec.  
of State, 401 Federal St.,  
Dover, DE 19901.  Pur- 
pose: all lawful purposes.

LEGAL NOTICE

ZEVEN REALTY LLC,  
Arts. of Org. filed with the  
SSNY on 01/14/2014.  
Office loc: Kings County.  
SSNY has been designat- 
ed as agent upon whom  
process against the LLC  
may be served. SSNY  
shall mail process to: Ju- 
lio A. Ruiz C/O the For- 
gione Law Firm PLLC,  
395 Graham Ave, Brook- 
lyn, NY 11211. Purpose:  
Any Lawful Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability compa- 
ny (LLC). Name: CAR- 
ROLL INVESTORS LLC.  
Articles of Organization  
filed with Secretary of  
State of New York (SSNY)  
on 02/10/2014. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to: The  
LLC, C/O Marcus Attor- 
neys, 13 Greene Avenue  
Brooklyn, NY 11238.  
Purpose: any lawful pur- 
pose.

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability  
company (LLC). Name:  
MASSIF CENTRAL  
EDITIONS, LLC. Articles  
of Organization filed with  
Secretary of State of New  
York (SSNY) on 

LEGAL NOTICE

09/23/2013. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to: THE  
LLC, 270 Jay Street,  
Suite One, Brooklyn, NY  
11201. Purpose: any  
lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Qualification  
of District Projects LLC.   
Authority filed with NY  
Dept. of State on  
1/16/14.  Office location:  
Kings County.  LLC  
formed in DE on  
1/13/14.  NY Sec. of  
State designated agent of  
LLC upon whom process  
against it may be served  
and shall mail process to  
the principal business  
address: c/o Maximilian  
Vallot, 164 Atlantic Ave.,  
Apt. 4C, Brooklyn, NY  
11201, regd. agent upon  
whom process may be 

LEGAL NOTICE

served.  DE address of  
LLC: 1209 Orange St.,  
Wilmington, DE 19801.   
Cert. of Form. filed with  
DE Sec. of State, 401  
Federal St., Dover, DE  
19901.  Purpose: all law- 
ful purposes.

LEGAL NOTICE

ROYAL CARE CERTIFIED  
HOME HEALTH CARE,  
LLC, Arts. of Org. filed  
with the SSNY on  
02/24/2014. Office loc:  
Kings County. SSNY has  
been designated as  
agent upon whom pro- 
cess against the LLC may  
be served. SSNY shall 

LEGAL NOTICE

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LEGAL NOTICE

mail process to: 6323  
14th Ave., Brooklyn, NY  
11219. Purpose: Any  
Lawful Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Check out our 
Real Estate Sections
For more Options on

Rentals, Sales, Condos and Apt.
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Comprehensive
Medical Excellence
Express Service to

131 year commitment 
to providing health 
care to Brooklyn.

Quality Health Care.
Just a Stop Away.

Stroke and

  Neuroscience Center

Lutheran

 HealthCare

Orthopedics

Interventional Neuroradiology

  (Biplane Technology)

Women’s Health

Primary Care

  (Level 3 Medical Home)
Rehabilitation

Cardiology

Need help finding a physician?
Call 718-630-RXRX (7979)LutheranHealthCare.org


