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BY MAX JAEGER
It may be these cats’ fi nal stop.

The Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority is con-
spiring to starve a colony of 
feral cats living in a Benson-
hurst subway station, accord-
ing to locals trying to feed 
them. 

Cat-loving Bensonhurst-
ers has been lobbying for per-
mission to remove the kitties 
for years, but the authority 
won’t give them access to the 
property beyond the platform 
of the N train’s Bay Parkway 
station. 

Now the transportation 
monolith is even blocking 
caretakers’ efforts to feed the 
helpless animals, causing the 
cat lovers to bristle.

“It’s animal abuse,” said 
Jose Hidalgo, a retired teacher 
and cat rescuer. “The MTA 
wants to starve them. Their 
philosophy is if they starve 
them, they’ll get rid of them.”

The colony sits atop a small 
platform above subway tracks 
and adjacent to stairs near the 
station’s Avenue O entrance. 
Caretakers used to slip cat 
food through gaps between the 
stairs and the station walls, 
but on April 9 Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
workers essentially entombed 
the cats, covering the gaps 
with wire mesh, said Austin 
Torres, who feeds the ferals 
along with his sister Mary 
Ann.

Now Torres and Hidalgo 
are reduced to lobbing cold 
cuts up to the cats’ stairway-
adjacent perch from the plat-
form below to save them from 
certain death inside the cat-a-
combs.

The authority denied alle-
gations it aims to starve out 
the cat colony, saying through 
a spokeswoman that it in-

BY VANESSA OGLE
The city’s proposed citywide 
rezoning has some Marine 
Park residents fearful that 
their close-knit community 
will become just another over-
crowded neighborhood.

Dozens of locals attended 
a meeting of the Madison-Ma-
rine-Homecrest Civic Asso-
ciation at the Carmine Carro 
Community Center in Ma-
rine Park on April 16 to hear 
an urban planning specialist 
discuss the potential effects of 
the proposal. 

The urban planner said 
that the residents could expe-
rience major changes if devel-
opers build up the neighbor-
hood with dense projects that 
would be as-of-right if the pro-
posal passes.

“Your neighborhood is ripe 
for development,” said Paul 
Graziano, adding that the re-
zoning will roll back height 
regulations that were cre-
ated to protect low-rise neigh-
borhoods like Marine Park. 
“It will quickly undo careful 
progress.”

Mayor DeBlasio’s  rezoning 
is part of a ten-year plan  aim 
to build and preserve 200,000 
units of affordable housing 
throughout the city by loos-
ening zoning regulations for 
developers planning to build 

Residents: 
Keep dense 
building out
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Confectioneer Luis Delgado coats caramel squares in chocolate at Li-Lac Chocolates’ factory during 
Industry City’s open studios tour on April 18. For more, see page 6. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Chocolate city
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Locals say 
MTA wants 
to kill cats
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BY VANESSA OGLE
Dozens of residents honored 
the survivors and remembered 
the victims of the Holocaust on 
Yom HaShoah, or Holocaust 
Remembrance Day, at events 
across Southern Brooklyn on 
April 15.

Rabbis and residents tried 
to brighten the dark day by 
lighting memorial candles 
at Temple Shalom in Ber-
gen Beach and the Bay Ridge 
Jewish Center. But the touch-
ing tributes can’t take away 
the pain of the Holocaust, ac-
cording to one concentration 
camp survivor, who said at the 
at Temple Shalom event the 
world will never be able to un-
derstand the horror she lived 
through.

“It is too hard to explain,” 
said Rose Cwilich, who was in 
the Bergen-Belsen concentra-
tion camp from ages 15 to 20 
years old. “You go to Hell — 
Hell is not enough to say.” 

A former American sol-
ider who helped liberate the 
Dachau concentration camp 
almost exactly 70 years ago 
also spoke at the memorial, 
saying he still haunted by the 
horrors he saw there.

 “I saw dead people, lots of 
them. And in a room full of 
dead people, they talk to you,” 
said Seymour Kaplan.

 Kaplan left high school 
early to enlist in the Army, 
where he was a machine gun-
ner. Because he spoke Yiddish, 
Kaplan said he was brought 
into the camps as an inter-
preter. But for nearly 50 years, 
Kaplan said he blocked the 
monstrous memories of the 
camp from his mind.

 “When I came home my 
mother and father couldn’t 
stand listening to it and I felt 
dirtied by it — it just disap-
peared from my mind,” he 
said.

 It was only when he was 
reunited with a fellow solider 
years that he was fl ooded with 

memories. Since then, Ka-
plan said he makes an effort 
to speak about his experiences 
at events throughout the city. 
He said he can still picture the 
dead bodies in the camp and 
he feels he owes it to them to 
share with the world what he 
has seen.

 “I tell people very frankly 
what I saw there,” he said. 
“They seemed to be saying to 
me, ‘You gotta tell everybody, 
you should expose this, look 
what they did to me.’ ”

 Yom HaShoah commemo-
rates the 1943 Warsaw Ghetto 

Uprising , celebrating the sur-
vivors, honoring the victims, 
and teaching the younger gen-
eration about the tragic time 
to prevent history from re-
peating itself. 

At the Bay Ridge Jewish 
Center, locals and elected offi -
cials participated in an inter-
faith event that remembered 
all those who lost their lives 
with a dedication to the vic-

tims read from a Torah res-
cued from the Holocaust. 

Temple Shalom honored 
the victims and survivors 
with a candle lighting cere-
mony. Kids from surrounding 
schools also sang memorial 
songs on the somber day. 

It was an emotional eve-
ning, according to Cwilich.

“It is very sad for every-
body,” she said.
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By Vanessa Ogle

He is a Jesus Christ superstar!
An actor will perform almost 

all of the book of Mark and a sliver 
of Luke at a Carroll Gardens church on 
April 25.

The show, “Saint Mark’s Gospel: An 
After-Dinner Entertainment,” will be 
delivered verbatim from the Kings James 
Version Bible — but the theological thes-
pian said even those who find the text 
hellish to read through will enjoy his live 
performance, which really brings the story 
to life.

“The dialogue is very concise, quick, and 
very funny,” said performer Christopher 
Johnson, who lives in Prospect Heights 

and memorized the show over 18 months. 
“It is hard to read the stuff on paper … but 
it is an incredibly rich text.”

The two-and-a-half hour show, which 
includes a 15-minute intermission, com-
prises Mark chapter one, verse one through 
chapter 16, verse 11, as well as the last 
chapter of Luke. But for all the scrip-
ture, the show is more matter-of-fact than 
mystical, according to Johnson, who said 
that the author of Mark penned a realistic 
savior. 

“I just fell in love with the Jesus he 
presents, because he is so human,” he 
said, adding that the messiah didn’t mince 
words. “You get the feeling he really 
enjoys the intellectual bickering — he 

always wins with a zinger.”
Johnson also said he chose to omit the 

later chapters of Mark and end with Luke 
— which he said closely mimics the author 
of Mark’s style — to keep the performance 
down-to-Earth. He said it is a consensus 
among scholars that Mark’s current ending 
was probably tacked on by early churches 
to add theology and finish the book with 
a classical closure — but he said the addi-
tions ruin the text. 

“It is a terrible piece of writing,” he 
said. “The language changes, the rhythm 
changes.”

Johnson said he will perform the one-
man show — which features old-fashioned 
language and a simple costume — as it 

most likely would have been staged in 
first-century Rome, when biblical perfor-
mances were common after-dinner enter-
tainment in private homes.

And you don’t have to be a Christian 
to watch the show — even heathen theater 
buffs will appreciate the performance, 
Johnson said.

“It is as credible as any real theater is,” 
he said.

“Saint Mark’s Gospel: An After-Dinner 
Entertainment” at Saint Paul’s Church 
[199 Carroll St. between Clinton and 
Court streets in Carroll Gardens, (718) 
625–4126, www.brownpapertickets.com/
event/1351017]. April 25 at 7:30 pm. $20 
($15 students and seniors).

Actor to perform book of Mark in Carroll Gardens church

He’s not the messiah — he just plays one on 
stage: Actor Christopher Johnson will perform the 
Gospel of Mark inside a church. Photo by Todd France

Gospel show!

Somber memorials mark Holocaust Rememberance Day
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ALWAYS REMEMBER: (Above) 
Rabbi Dina Rosenberg leads a Ho-
locaust memorial service at the 
Bay Ridge Jewish Center on April 
15. (Top right) Holocaust survivor 
Rose Cwilich, who was liberated 
70 years ago from the Bergen-
Belsen concentration camp, lights 
a candle alongside Len Goldberg. 
(Bottom right) Jared Miller, center, 
sings songs with his fellow stu-
dents.
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BY VANESSA OGLE
They’re not your typical soft-
ware moguls.

A middle-aged Bergen 
Beach couple who can barely 
afford to fi ll their gas tank 
have created new iPhone app 
based on a idea they had while 
driving to Florida.

The app — which allows 
parents to monitor their teen-
agers’ driving — could be-
come a money-spinner, but 
bringing the product to mar-
ket was about more than chas-
ing Internet fortunes.

“This will save lives,” said 
co-creator Jeffrey Aliotta.

The app, called Driving 
Awareness Protector, uses the 
global positioning system and 
map data to track and monitor 
teenage drivers and the mo-
ment youngsters speed, par-
ents receive a notifi cation on 
their phones. 

“It’s a parent’s dream,” said 
Aliotta, who came up with the 
app with his fi ancée Karen Kas-
tell. “This is going to be all over 
the country — worldwide.”

The idea came to the cou-
ple nine months ago when 
the pair, unable to afford air-
fare for a vacation, decided 
to drive to Florida. Kastell 
kept having to tell Aliottato 
to slow down when he repeat-
edly exceeded the speed limit 
as he merged from highways 
to local roads. 

Aliotta said he wished his 
vehicle could announce when 
the speed limit changed, and 
Kastell said a phone should be 
able to do that. The idea then 
morphed into a speed-moni-
toring app.

Then, unlike most people 
who come up with a great idea 
for an app, Aliotta and Kastell 
actually took steps to make it a 
reality, contacting patent attor-
ney Paul Sabaj, who connected 
them with Hendrick Strydom, 
a app developer in South Af-
rica, according to Aliotta. 

The four had business meet-
ings via Skype, and Aliotta 
said the attorney and devel-
oper were so excited about the 
project, they agreed to waive 
most of their fees in exchange 
for a stake in the business. 

Instead of paying his law-
yer $50,000 and his developer 
$15,000, Aliotta said he paid 
each just $3,000 and agreed to 
split any profi ts from the app 
with them.

“They saw the potential,” 

said Aliotta.
Sabaj declined to say 

whether the technology is pat-
ented yet, but said he is very 
involved in the project.

“I believe in the app to the 
extent where I partnered with 
the business,” he said, add-
ing that the app is unlike any 
product he has seen. “This is 
something that is not out there 
on the market — this is going 
to be a game changer.”

The two-part app, which 
is currently has about 30 us-
ers, requires both parents 
and teenagers to download 
the system on their phones. 
Then parents will be able 
to monitor their children’s 
driving on a map. If the child 
is speeding, parents will re-
ceive a notifi cation, and see a 
red dot on the map that gets 
longer if the teenager contin-
ues speeding. 

If parents worry that their 
children won’t install the app, 

Kastell said they can threaten 
to take away the car keys.

“It’s like, ‘You either put 
this in your phone or you don’t 
drive the car,’ ” she said.

The duo recently audi-
tioned for “Shark Tank,” a 
reality television show for en-
trepreneurs seeking venture 
capital, but they haven’t re-
ceived word yet whether they 
made the cut. With or without 
the show, they hope their road 
to success is speedy.

“You’re talking about your 
dream that you’ve been dream-
ing for months upon months,” 
said Aliotta.

The app is currently only 
available for iPhones. The 
fi rst month is free if you 
download it directly from the 
Driving Awareness Protector 
website:  www.drivingaware-
nessprotector.com . After the 
free month, the fi rst year is 
$10, and then $5-a-year after 
that.

BY MAX JAEGER
Talk about the trip of a life-
time!

Youth-activity group Co-
ney Island Generation Gap 
took 15 area kids on a globe-
trotting scavenger hunt 
April 3–12. 

The teens and a few adults 
took a train to Miami and 
then boarded a cruise that 
brought them to Jamaica, the 
Cayman Islands, and Mexico. 
For many of the kids, the trip 
was a succession of fi rsts.

“I’d never been on a cruise 
boat before so it was amazing 
to see,” said teenager Florena 
Forte.

The kids may as well have 
been on another planet when 
they climbed waterfalls and 
rode zip lines in Jamaica, ac-
cording to the group’s leader.

“Some of them never left 
the city — they’d walk by the 
train station and that was as 
far as they got,” said Genera-
tion Gap director Pam Har-
ris, who accompanied the 
troop of teens with four other 
chaperones.

The teens said the out-
door adventuring was a total 
rush.

“It was fun and scary at 
the same time,” said Cerrena 
McKelvey, “because I didn’t 
know if I was going to slip on 
a rock.”

But it wasn’t just a vaca-

tion for the Coney kids. Har-
ris drew up a scavenger hunt 
to help kids learn about the 
places they visited.

“They were tricky ques-
tions, and we had to think 
hard,” McKelvey said.

One brain-teaser asked 
kids what part of their cruise 
ship was “blue and gray and 
white all over,” Harris said. 
They found out it was the 
ship’s bridge when the cap-
tain took them on a two-hour 
guided tour of the vessel and 
his quarters, she said.

Next year, Harris hopes 
to take the kids to Alaska or 
Greece, she said.

New app tells parents when kids are speeding

BEAT THE HEAT: Corlena McKel-
vey’s souvenir hat kept her cool 
in the steamy Caribbean. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

A NEW FRIEND: Cerrena McKelvey brought home this hand-carved 
Caribbean mask. Photo by Steve Solomonson

SLOW YOUR ROLL: Bergen Beachers Jeffrey Aliotta and Karen Kastell 
created an app that allows parents to monitor their kids’ driving — and 
which notifi es them when their teenagers speed. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

Slow your roll

Happy hunting
Coney youth group’s scavenger hunt 

takes them on Caribbean cruise
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BY VANESSA OGLE
Dozens of residents celebrated 
the sun and soil at the Salt 
Marsh Nature Center’s 10th-
annual Earth Day celebration 
on April 19.  

The outdoor event was a 
great way for families to spend 
time together, according to one 
of the organizers,  who said 
technology too often keeps 
people cooped up indoors.

“It is important for them 
to be outdoors and appreciate 
what nature gives them,” said 

Jessica Schulman, the presi-
dent of the Salt Marsh Alli-
ance.

Before the celebration, lo-
cals hiked around the center’s 
waterfront. Then residents 
watched performers dance 
and listened to Native Ameri-
cans from the Taino tribe play 
live music and tell stories. 

The celebration was also 
the center’s 15th birthday, 
and one performer said he is 
thrilled to see how the cen-
ter has honored the land over 

the years by staying true to 
Mother Nature.

“Seeing the birds and see-
ing the nature, it allows us — 
the native people — to appreci-
ate what is being done here,” 
said Roman “Redhawk” Perez.

The family-friendly event 
is a great way to get kids out-
side said a longtime attendee.

“It keeps the neighborhood 
together and safe,” Frances 
Schwartz, who lives in Brigh-
ton Beach and has come to the 
celebration every year.

CELEBRATING THE SEASON: (Above) Two dancers perform the Flamen-
co, a popular dance in Spain, at the 10th-annual Earth Day celebration 
at the Salt Marsh Nature Center on April 19. (Center) Roman “Redhawk” 
Perez leads a Native American dance. (Left) The BellyMystics perform a 
festive spring dance in colorful costumes. Photos by Steve Solomonson

A dance for Earth Day

(718) 339-8900  |  3024 Quentin Road, Brooklyn, NY 11234  |  www.marineparkfh.com

Marine Park
FUNERAL HOME

Our family 
has been committed 
to serving your family 
at affordable prices 
for four generations. 

At a time 
when experience 
and integrity 
are essential, 
know Marine Park 
Funeral Home 
is here for you.

   Non-Funded 
   Pre-Arrangements

   Arrangements

   Monuments
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DUCTLESS SPLIT SYSTEMS
HEAT PUMP & AIR CONDITIONING SOLUTIONS

FREE IN-HOME SURVEYS
CALL OUR EXPERTS: 800-261-4401 or E-MAIL: SPLITAC@PCRICHARD.COM

THE AIR CONDITIONER GIANT!

ALL MAJOR BRANDS

1.  ALL SPECIAL FINANCING OFFERS:  SUBJECT TO CREDIT APPROVAL. MINIMUM MONTHLY PAYMENTS REQUIRED.  SEE STORE FOR DETAILS.  6 MONTHS SPECIAL FINANCING ON ALL OTHER PURCHASES MADE WITH YOUR P.C. RICHARD & SON CREDIT 
     CARD THROUGH 12/31/15.
1.  2 YEARS SPECIAL FINANCING ON ALL PURCHASES OF Friedrich and Daikin Split Ductless A/C’s. * With Standard Installation with Customer Supplied Electric. Standard installation is based on customer supplied electric with disconnect box within 4’ of the compressor location to 
meet equipment needs; includes basic installation of air handler within 15 running feet from ground mounted compressor location. The basic estimate can be changed based on the home design and electrical requirements. Deluxe installation is based on customer supplied electric with 
disconnect box within 4’ of the compressor location to meet equipment needs; includes basic installation of each air handler within 25 running feet from ground mounted compressor location. The basic estimate can be changed based on the home design and electrical requirements.

SINGLE ROOM 
SOLUTION INSTALLED!$2199Starting 

at

FREE $1000
P.C. RICHARD & SON GIFT CARD

 WITH THE PURCHASE OF A SPLIT SYSTEM WITH INSTALLATION

2YEARS SPECIAL FINANCING1

ON ALL  FRIEDRICH & DAIKIN SPLIT DUCTLESS A/Cs

PLUS

UP
TO

AFTER MAIL-IN-REBATE

MULTI-ROOM SOLUTIONS

2-ROOMS
$4599Starting 

at

3-ROOMS
$5599Starting 

at

4-ROOMS
$7499Starting 

at

INSTALLED!

INSTALLED!

INSTALLED!

Capacity from 7,000 BTU to 36,000 BTU

VALID 4/24/15-4/30/15
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BY MAX JAEGER
Some of Brooklyn’s most cut-
ting-edge manufacturers 
opened their doors to the pub-
lic during Industry City’s open 
studios on April 18. 

Makers were excited to 
show their revolutionary man-
ufacturing processes, said one 
tenant in Sunset Park’s vast 
industrial park.

“It’s always great having 
people by, because our process 
is so strange,” said Industry 
City Distillery engineer and 
brewer David Kyrejko. “We 
don’t just make spirits — we 

breed our own yeast. We’re 
the only ones who machine 
our own equipment, so get-
ting people in here to see that 
is great.”

The vodka makers estab-
lished their operation at In-
dustry City in 2011 because 
the complex had the space and 
infrastructure to handle their 
soup-to-nuts brewing process, 
he said. 

Other manufacturers 
showing off their wares and 
workspaces included choco-
latiers, furniture makers, and 
paper producers. 

Shipping magnate Irving 
T. Bush built the sprawling in-
dustrial campus — the Bush 
Terminal — between 1895 
and 1925. The facility declined 
from its post-World War II ze-
nith as shipping operations 
moved to New Jersey.  

Industry City Associates 
bought the hub in the 1980s, 
renamed it for their company, 
and focused on attracting art-
ists and small-scale specialty 
manufacturers. The consor-
tium announced a planned 
$1-billion investment in the 
site last year.

SWEET GIG!: (Above) Liddabit Sweets co-owners Jennifer King and Liz 
Gutman show off the fruits of their labor at Industry City’s open studios 
tour on April 18. (Center) Li-Lac Chocolates’ chocolate chess board lets 
you challenge your friends the the tastiest match of your life. (Left) A Li-
Lac Chocolates worker fi lls truffl es in the Brooklyn chocolatier’s Industry 
City manufactory. Photos by Georgine Benvenuto

Made in Sunset Park

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH
300 Jay Street • Brooklyn, NY 11201

Follow Us: www.citytech.cuny.edu/facebook

718.260.5500

WELCOME
TO THE  

LARGEST PUBLIC 
COLLEGE OF  

TECHNOLOGY  
IN THE  

NORTHEAST

www.citytech.cuny.edu/summer

SESSION 1 BEGINS ON

MAY 28
SESSION 2 BEGINS ON 

JULY 6

SUMMER SESSIONS

FALL 2015 DIRECT ADMISSION
BEGINS ON APRIL 6: www.citytech.cuny.edu/directadmission

APPLY NOW!
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Make your project our project no matter how big or small, no matter what budget. 
We offer plumbers, developers, contractors and homeowners the 

best brands and the latest technology to satisfy any taste and budget.

Our showroom, located in the heart of the downtown Brooklyn shopping district, 
is your one stop shopping location for all your kitchen and bath needs. 

Come in and enjoy a relaxing personalized experience that only our professionally trained 
staff can offer. Simply come in with your dreams, we will make them come true.

BAY RIDGE 

SHEEPSHEAD BAY 

CENTRAL BROOKLYN 

BAY RIDGE MEDICAL COMPLEX 

LEFFERTS MEDICAL COMPLEX 

BROOKDALE UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL 

HEARING CENTERS
DOCTORS OF AUDIOLOGY

Call today to schedule your complimentary consultation!

718.513.9701 LibertyHearingCenters.com

Expires 4/30/15.

hearing 
screening

FREE

AGAIN
THE BIRDS

I CAN HEAR
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60TH PRECINCT
CONEY ISLAND—BRIGHTON BEACH—

SEAGATE

Cut for cash
A brute with a blade robbed a 

Surf Avenue man on April 16. 
The goon pulled a knife on the 

man in the hallway of a building 
between W. 20th and W. 21st streets 
in Coney Island at 11:30 am, police 
said. 

“Give me the money — I don’t 
want to do this,” the thief told the 
guy before taking $214, according to 
a police report. 

But the victim got cut anyway — 
he scraped his knee after he tripped 
running from the robber, police 
said.

Wrong question
A punk punched a man on Brigh-

ton Seventh Street for asking an ob-
vious question on April 17. 

The tough confronted a guy be-
tween Brighton Seventh Court and 
Brighton Seventh Walk in Brighton 
Beach at 11:45 pm, saying “Give me 
your money,” according to police. 

The mixed-up mark asked: “Are 
you robbing me?” and the goon 
knocked him to the ground, police 
said. When the guy tried to get up, 
the brute socked him in the face, a 
police report states. 

It was not clear whether any-
thing was stolen, police said.

Double trouble
Two mooks mugged a random 

man on Brighton Fourth Street on 
April 18. 

The victim was walking between 
Oceanview Avenue and Brighton 
Beach Avenue in Brighton Beach at 
6:30 am when two twerps emerged 
from a light-colored sedan and set 
upon the hapless pedestrian, a po-
lice report states. 

The pair pushed the guy to the 
ground and took $200 before jump-
ing in their car and fl eeing, police 
said.

No relief
A chump choked and robbed a 

guy as he used a Coney Island Ave-
nue hospital’s restroom on April 17. 

The man was relieving himself 
in a restroom on the second fl oor 
of Coney Island Hospital in Sheep-
shead Bay when a mugger came up 
from behind him and choked him 
until he passed out, police said. 

The goon grabbed a wallet con-
taining $19 and credit cards from 
the unconscious man’s pocket and 
fl ed, police said. The victim woke 
up 30 seconds later, a police report 
states.

Parasol-t
A lummox assaulted a man with 

an umbrella on Brighton First 
Street on April 14. 

The victim was walking between 
Neptune Avenue and Brighton Sec-
ond Lane in Brighton Beach at 1:45 
pm when the umbrella-wielding 
brute bashed him over the head, po-
lice said. 

The victim went lights-out and 
fell to the ground while the attacker 
fl ed, offi cials said. The man suffered 
a hematoma and cuts to his face, a 
police report states.

62ND PRECINCT
BENSONHURST —BATH BEACH

Take the call
A wacko whacked a guy with a 

phone in a New Utrecht Avenue bo-
dega on April 14. 

The attacker, a woman in her 30s, 
hit a 55-year-old man in the head 
with a cordless phone in a deli be-
tween 78th and 79th streets in Ben-
sonhurst at 3:10 pm, police said.

Ganged up on
A gaggle of gangbangers savaged 

a guy on the corner of Bay Parkway 
and 72nd Street in Bensonhurst on 
April 18. 

The toughs approached their vic-

tim at 2 am and asked if he was in 
a gang, and then pounced on him 
when he told them he was unaffi li-
ated, police said. 

The ruffi ans took the guy’s cell-
phone and $5, and told him they 
were part of California-based gang 
Southside 13, a police report states.

Chump change
Two masked gunmen robbed a 

Bay Ridge Parkway deli for a paltry 
sum on April 17. 

The heat-packing duo walked 
into the bodega between 16th and 
New Utrecht avenues in Benson-
hurst waving their guns at 8:10 am, 
police said. 

The pair took $40 from the reg-
ister and $1 from the clerk, offi -
cials said. When the victim tried to 
call her husband, the galoots took 
her phone as well, a police report 
states.

Pipes pinched
A clod copped $74,596 in plumb-

ing supplies from a W. Sixth Street 
business on April 16. 

The store’s owner was opening 
the shop between avenues S and T 
in Gravesend when he noticed the 
lock to the cellar was missing, po-
lice said. He took an inventory of 
the basement and realized the sup-
plies were gone, a police report 
states.

Boozy burglar
A thirsty thief stole iPads, heat-

ing equipment, and bottles of liquor 
from a 17th Avenue heating supply 
store on April 17. 

The boozy burglar broke into the 
store between 80th and 81st streets 
in Bensonhurst at 4 pm and took the 
goods, police said.

68TH PRECINCT
BAY RIDGE—DYKER HEIGHTS

Totes from underground
A subterranean scoundrel broke 

into a Third Avenue deli’s basement 
and stole $20,000 and some genera-
tor motors between April 8 and 
April 13. 

The burgled bodega sits between 
74th Street and Bay Ridge Parkway 
in Bay Ridge, police said.

Tools vanish
Some opportunistic operatives 

took thousands of dollars in tools 
from two vans parked on Shore 
Road on April 16. 

The vans’ drivers left their rides 
between 74th Street and Bay Ridge 
Parkway in Bay Ridge at 12:45 pm, 
but when they returned at 2:30 pm, 
$2,425 in power tools was missing, 
police said.

No choice
A gun-toting goon said he had 

no choice when he stole $300 and an 
iPhone from a Fifth Avenue store 
clerk on April 19. 

The trigger man burst into the 
store between 72nd and 73rd streets 
in Bay Ridge at 8:10 am waving a 
handgun and saying “I have to do 
this. Open the blue box, and give me 
the money,” according to a police re-
port. 

The employee forked over the 
cash and phone, and the robber fl ed, 
police said.

Stooges stopped
Police cuffed a trio of toughs who 

allegedly impersonated cops and 
stole $140 from a guy on the corner 
of 72nd Street and 11th Avenue in 
Dyker Heights on April 19. 

The three stooges shook down 
their mark at 3:30 am, and then 
threatened him with a baseball bat 
before fl eeing in a 2015 Honda Civic, 
police said. 

But the goons got into a car ac-
cident an hour later, and police 
pinched them for the robbery, a po-
lice report states. — Max Jaeger

The source for news in your neighborhood:
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 If you’re a patient at Lutheran, you already know the value of having a team who understands you. 
However, you’ll be happy to hear that Lutheran is now affi liated with NYU Langone, one of the premier academic 
medical centers in the country. At what is now NYU Lutheran, you’ll keep the high-quality personal care you’ve 
become accustomed to, and gain access to the specialty and surgical care that NYU Langone is known for. 
Visit us at lutheranhealthcare.org.

ANNOUNCING NYU LUTHERAN. AN AFFILIATION BETWEEN
NYU LANGONE AND LUTHERAN MEDICAL CENTER.

413856_NYU1549_Lutheran_CourierLifePapers_Apr13-2015_P4C.indd   1 4/8/15   3:02 PM
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BY VANESSA OGLE
The stars came out in Sheep-
shead Bay for the fi lming of an 
indy fl ick written by and star-
ing a borough native.

Actors Alec Baldwin and 
Michael Madsen were at Ro-
manoff Restaurant on Coney 
Island Avenue on April 20 
fi lming a scene for “Back in 
the Day” — a movie about a 
Brooklyn boxer set in the late-
1980s. 

The scene featured Bald-
win, who was playing a mob-
ster, but the opulent eatery 
was a star in its own right, ac-
cording to the movie’s lead ac-
tor, writer, and producer, who 
said the restaurant had a cer-
tain je ne sais quoi that epito-
mizes Brooklyn in that era.

“We were looking for the 
location for him to have a real 
cool, sophisticated place,” said 
William DeMeo, who grew up 
in the Gravesend and Benson-
hurst areas. “We wanted Alec 
Baldwin’s character to be ‘the 
guy.’ ”

The movie centers on An-
thony, a half-Italian, half-
Puerto Rican boxer who lived 
in Bensonhurst when it was 
still an Italian enclave — 
and where he faces racism 
because he isn’t 100-percent 
Italian, according the De-
Meo. When Anthony fi nally 
unleashes some of his frus-
tration, mob bosses see that 
he has potential to be a pro-
fessional boxer and pair him 
up with a renowned trainer, 

played by Danny Glover.
The movie isn’t based on 

DeMeo’s life, but the indepen-
dent producer, who has shot 
fi ve other movies in Brooklyn, 
said he drew inspiration from 
his early years.

“I know the streets very 
much,” he sad. “I grew up at 
that time when Brooklyn was 
like that — it was very ra-
cial.”

And back in the day, mob-
sters openly ruled the streets, 
a stark contrast to today, De-
Meo said.

“It just shows how the mob 
had a hold on the neighbor-
hood back then — and how it’s 
different now,” he said.

DeMeo said he has seen 
Southern Brooklyn change 
drastically over the past few 
decades — but he is just happy 

the rest of the world fi nally 
sees Brooklyn as he always 
has. 

“Brooklyn’s kind of like 
the next hotspot,” said De-
Meo. “It always was, to me, 
the place to be, but now it is 
even cooler.”

The movie also stars Mike 
Tyson, Shannen Doherty, and 
Annabella Sciorra, and is set 
to be released in early 2016.

Actor in Sheepshead Bay for 
fi lm staring Bensonhurster

OLD-SCHOOL BROOKLYN: Alec Baldwin was at Romanoff Restaurant in Sheepshead Bay on April 20, shooting 
scenes for “Back in the Day,” a fi lm about a Bensonhurst boxer. Photo by Arthur De Gaeta

Baldwin in 
Brooklyn

4601 Avenue N (at E. 46 St.) 1 Block off of Flatbush Ave.

McManus 

FUNERAL HOME

www.mcmanusfh.com

Before choosing a funeral home
We invite you to visit our newly decorated chapels

And compare our affordable pricing and dedicated service

SERVING THE CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY WITH 
LOW COST FUNERAL PACKAGES

YOUR ONE-STOP
SERVICE

CENTER

90 DAY
GUARANTEE
ON  LABOR & PARTS

INSTALLED BY US

www.TVRepairsBrooklyn.com

OVER 35 YEARS
EXPEIENCE

AIR CONDITIONERS

FREE ESTIMATES ON ALL CARRY-IN UNITS

FREE
HOUSE CALL

WITH ANY REPAIR

B&R Electronics & AC Service
 2577 E. 27th Street
      Brooklyn, NY
718-743-2407

SERVICE & SALES
• Audio Equipment/Speakers
• HD Roof Antennas
• Air Conditioners
• Transfer Your Videos To DVD

• LCD/LED/Plasma TV’s
• VCR/DVD/BLURAY
• Appliances
• Computers & Monitors

AIR CONDITIONERS

Serving 
All of Brooklyn

If it plugs 

in an outlet 

we fix it

LCD & LEDComputer & Laptops LCD & LEDComputer & LaptopsiPad, TabletsiPad Tablets
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Our first line of treatment is this

[PRESCRIPTION FOOT ORTHOTIC]

not this

[SCALPEL]

Dr. Rock Positano, DPM, MSc, MPH, Director

519 East 72nd Street  New York, NY 10021  212.606.1858

NON-SURGICAL FOOT & ANKLE SERVICE
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BY MAX JAEGER
It’s an invasion!

Hundreds of cadets from 
West Point marched into Fort 
Hamilton on April 18 to show 
area students what’s in store if 
the attend the prestigious U.S. 
military academy. 

The 300-strong deployment 
of young men and women 
trooped in “the long gray line” 
a formation that symbolizes 
the academy’s history and new 
recruits’ links to past gradu-
ates. One attendee said the 

show was a sight to behold.
“It was beautiful because 

I have a lot of family mem-
bers in the military,” said Rita 
Polito, who brought her two 
daughters to the event.

But the offi cers-in-training 
did more than march in forma-
tion. Cadets demonstrated the 
unique skills students pick up 
at their time in the 213-year-
old institution.

West Point students fl eet of 
foot and fi st showed area kids 
how to fl oat like a butterfl y and 

sting like a bee during a box-
ing exhibition. And a group of 
agile swordsman went foil-to-
foil in a fencing match.

West Point lies about 60 
miles north of Brooklyn and 
was founded in 1802. Robert 
E. Lee and Stonewall Jackson 
both graduated from the acad-
emy and were later stationed 
at Fort Hamilton before the 
Civil War. The elite military 
school is the oldest continu-
ously operating military post 
in the country.

THE LONG, GRAY LINE: (Left) West Point cadets assemble at the foot of 
the Verrazano-Narrows Bridge. (Top) Cadet Mitch Yelenosky shows An-
drianna Polito a few boxing moves she might pick up if she attends West 
Point. (Above) Cadets Tyler Griffi n and Josuha Qualls demonstrate the 
art of fencing. Photos by Georgine Benvenuto

West Point in formation

HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed
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BY VANESSA OGLE
Police are looking for a 56-year-old 
man who vanished from his home in 
Flatbush on April 17.

Authorities say Lennox Clarke dis-
appeared from his apartment on E. 
17th Street near Beverley Road at 8:51 
am. 

Cops say he stands 6-foot-1, 
weighs 185 pounds, and has short 
black hair and a goatee.  Police 
said Clarke was last seen wearing a 
multi-colored shirt, dark pants, and 
black shoes.

Police ask anyone with information 
on Clarke’s whereabouts to call Crime 
Stoppers at (800) 577–8477, submit tips 
at  www.nypdcrimestoppers.com , or 
text-message tips to 2474637, then enter 
“TIP577.”

BY VANESSA OGLE
Police are asking for the public’s help 
fi nding the three men believed to be re-
sponsible for using stolen credit cards 
to buy more than $1,000 worth of mer-
chandise at a video game store in Flat-
bush on April 7.

Authorities say the suspects broke 
into a vehicle and stole a wallet, which 
contained the credit cards, then went 

on a shopping spree using the stolen 
cards at the game store on Flatbush 
Avenue near Glenwood Road at 8: 14 
pm.  Cops say the perps bought $1,306 
worth of gaming merchandise.

Police said one of the suspects was 
wearing a brown sweater and a hat 
and two of the perps were wearing red 
hooded sweatshirts at the time of the 
incident. 

Bought video games with cards stolen from car: Cops

ILL-GOTTEN GAMES: Cops say these three suspects bought $1,306 worth of merchandise 
at a video game store using credit cars stolen from someone’s car. NYPD

Grand theft auto

Flatbush man missing

New York Eye and Ear Infirmary 
of Mount Sinai is in 

Brooklyn
New York Eye and Ear Infirmary of Mount Sinai, 

nationally recognized for specialist eye, ear, nose and 

throat care, has four satellite Brooklyn offices providing 

the highest quality ophthalmologic, ear, nose and throat 

and plastic and reconstructive surgery services. 

Learn more about 
New York Eye and Ear 
Infi rmary of Mount Sinai at 
www.nyee.edu 

310 East 14th Street 

New York, NY 10003

212-979-4000

Sheepshead Bay (S)  
2560 Ocean Avenue
718-646-1234

Williamsburg (W)
101 Broadway 
Suite 201
718-384-6933

Bay Ridge (B)   
9020 5th Avenue, 3rd Fl. 
718-333-5120

Midwood (M)  
1630 East 15th Street
Suite 203
718-375-6933

Ophthalmology

General Ophthalmology (B,M,W)

Diseases of the Retina (B,M,W)

Vitreo-Retinal Surgery (B,M,W)

Cornea and External 
Disease (B,M,W)

Cataract Surgery (B,M,W)

Pediatric Ophthalmology 
and Strabismus (B,M,W)

Ocular Trauma (B,M,W)

LASIK Consult (B,M)

Ocular Immunology                    
and Uveitis (M)

Oculoplastic and 
Reconstructive Surgery (B,M,W)

Glaucoma (B,M,W)

Ear-Nose-Throat           
General Otolaryngology (B,M,S)

Pediatric Otolaryngology (W)

Cancer and Non-Cancer Head 
and Neck Conditions (B,S)

Otology (B)

Allergy (B,W)

Balloon Sinuplasty (W,S)

Plastic Surgery 

Aesthetic Plastic  Surgery (B,S)

Facial Plastic Surgery (S)

Injectables, Fillers 
and Tattoo Removal (B,S) HAVE YOU SEEN HIM?: Lennox Clarke who 

disappeared on April 17. NYPD

BedrTheClean oom
Brooklyn: 718.237.1092 |145 Montague Street, 2nd Floor , Brooklyn, NY 11201

Greenwich: 203.292.9275 | 79 East Putnam Avenue, Greenwich, CT 06830
or shop online at www.thecleanbedroom.com

Manhattan: 212.889.1091 | 230 Fifth Avenue, Suite 1807-18th floor, New York, NY 10001
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Apply now to become a  pre-K providers 
 
To learn more, visit 
schools.nyc.gov/ProvidePrek.
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BY MAX JAEGER
The only mark they’ll put next to his 
name is “absent.”

The Republican candidate in a spe-
cial election to replace disgraced for-
mer Rep. Michael Grimm lost votes by 
ducking a debate in Bay Ridge on April 
22, voters said.

“Him not showing up switched my 
vote,” said Laura Grassi of Bay Ridge. 
“I would have voted Republican had I 
heard what he had to say. He did not 
give me the respect of hearing his posi-
tion. He made a big mistake not show-
ing up here — what are we, garbage?”

The candidates who did show up 
spent much of the 90-minute debate 
slamming Staten Island District Attor-
ney Dan Donovan for his absence from 
the debate, which was organized by the 
Bay Ridge Council on Aging and held 
at the Ft. Hamilton Senior Center.

“The fi rst thing that sets me apart 
[from Donovan] is that I show up,” said 
Councilman Vincent “Vinnie” Gentile 
(D–Bay Ridge). “This is the most anti-
democratic behavior in a campaign 
that I have seen. It is disrespectful and 
disgraceful.”

Gentile, Green Party candidate 
James Lane, and write-in hopeful Tom 
Weiss stumped to seniors during the 
forum, agreeing on several points, in-
cluding their estimations of the Repub-
lican front-runner.

“Call him ‘despicable Dan Donovan’ 
for not attending these forums,” said 
Green Party candidate James Lane.

Even the moderators bashed the 
Republican hopeful when one resident 
posed a question for the absent attor-
ney.

“We have the Dan Donovan chair,” 
said Peter Killen, gesturing to an 
empty seat at the dais. “The commit-
tee reached out many times to Dan 

Donovan and all I got from his people 
is ‘He’s busy, he can’t make it.’ ”

Weiss, who was not slated to speak, 
slipped into the vacant chair meant for 
Donovan and took the opportunity to 
voice his unwavering support for lib-
erating Tibet from Chinese control.

Donovan didn’t show at a Benson-
hurst forum on April 19 either, but a 
Donovan spokeswoman called criti-
cisms of the attorney’s absence “silly.”

“We have now entered the silly sea-
son of a desperate campaign when our 
opponent is upset we didn’t attend his 
donor’s event,” said Donovan spokes-
woman Jessica Proud. “Voters already 
got the message loud and clear from 
the last two debates that Mr. Gentile 
plans to raise taxes and take the De-
Blasio agenda to Washington. Why he 
wants to continue talking about that is 
beyond us.”

On Wednesday, Gentile and Lane 
took turns hammering Donovan for 
congressional Republicans’ plan to cut 
Social Security and Medicare, which 
mainly benefi t seniors.

Gentile and Lane both support 
taxing people who earn more than 
$118,500 — currently they pay no addi-
tional Social Security taxes. The move 
would replenish the program’s trust 
fund and “save Social Security for gen-
erations to come,” Gentile said.

Donovan has not endorsed a specifi c 
plan for preserving Social Security but 
has said that any changes made should 
not affect current recipients.

One resident who came to ask Dono-
van to make his plan more explicit felt 
slighted he didn’t get an answer — or 
even the chance to ask the question.

“It’s an insult he didn’t show up,” 
said Ridgite Ray Pucci, a retired detec-
tive.

The special election is May 5.

Donovan ducks Bay Ridge debate

NO SHOW: The seat in New York’s 11th Congressional District has been vacant since tax 
cheat Michael Grimm stepped down on Jan. 5. Gentile said little would change if voters 
elected Staten Island District Attorney Donovan, who didn’t show up for an April 22 debate 
in Bay Ridge. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Ridgites to Dan: 
No show, no vote

A Good Plumber Inc.
Phone: 718-648-6838  Fax: 718-646-4659

Agoodplumberny@gmail.com  www.agoodplumber.com
NYC Licensed Master Plumber #1948

When You Need A Good Plumber…Call Us!

718-648-6838

A Good Plumber Inc., with over 20 years of experience 

in the plumbing and heating industry has built our reputation 

on recommendations.

That reputation has grown due to our reliable, honest 

and affordable service. Honesty means never recommending 

work that is unnecessary and giving you an accurate price 

before we do the work…no hidden fees.

At A Good Plumber Inc., we believe customer service 

is about exceeding 

the customer’s expectations before, during, 

and after the job!

Our Professionally Trained, Clean and 
Courteous Staff Can Handle:

Why Choose
“A Good Plumber”?

$25 Off 
Any

Plumbing Job 
With This Ad

Cannot be combined with 
any other offer.
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Planned Service Changes

34
All times beginning 5 AM Mon April 20 until 
late September 2015 

Trains skip Rockaway Av and Van Siclen Av in
both directions 

Shuttle buses provide alternate service

Travel Alternatives:

To/from Rockaway Av to/from Saratoga Av
B60 Rockaway Av

To/from Van Siclen Av to/from Pennsylvania Av

Note:
Utica Av New Lots Av

Stay Informed

mta.info
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Ready for 
Spring 

Cleaning?

Call Clean Sweep
High Pressure Steam Cleaning

C:201-679-7121  O:718-698-6567

BEFORE AFTER

Spring Clean Your House or Business from the Outside In!

Serving All 
Five Boroughs 
& New Jersey 

For Over 
15 Years

Sidewalk 
Gum & Grease 
Wood Decks 

Patios 
Buildings

Green Moss Removal 
Awnings

Best Pricing in New York & New Jersey

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
The massive warehouse in Williams-
burg that houses the borough’s epony-
mous bowling alley and brewery is for 
sale for $50 million, putting both busi-
nesses’ long-term futures in Brooklyn 
in jeopardy. 

Thankfully, both the Brooklyn Bowl 
and the Brooklyn Brewery have years 
left on their deals, according to their 
owners who say their roots in Brook-
lyn are deep, and they don’t intend on 
going anywhere anytime soon.

“We have a long term lease and no 
intention of leaving before it is over,” 
said Brooklyn Bowl owner Charley 
Ryan, who declined to say how long 
that lease lasts. “If the building gets 
sold, it gets sold. If the person who 
owns the building wants to sell it, it is 
a free country.”

Brooklyn Brewery, meanwhile, 
has a lease through 2025 on its space, 
giving legendary owner Steve Hindy 
plenty of time to fi nd new digs in the 
neighborhood or elsewhere.

“We are not in any hurry,” he said. 
The long leases mean both busi-

nesses are safe for the twenty-tens, 
but since they are both such large op-
erations, they will have to start look-
ing years in advance for relocation 
spaces. 

The Brooklyn Brewery is already in 
the middle of a massive expansion proj-
ect on  bucolic Staten Island , where the 
 company is building a larger brewery  
that will allow it to ship beer to the west 
coast via rail — something it can’t do 

now. Hindy said he will not have time 
to seriously work on fi nding a new spot 
for the Brooklyn operation until that is 
up and running, which will not be until 
at least 2017. But he has already started 
keeping an eye out, and has scoped 
some potential spots in Sunset Park 
and in northern parts of the borough. 

“We are very confi dent that we will 
be able to fi nd another space,” he said.

The half of the Brooklyn Brewery 
that houses the tasting room is in a 
different building owned by another 
landlord, so unless that building also 
sells, Hindy said he plans to stay on N. 
11th Street for the foreseeable future. 

Ryan fi rst signed the lease for the 
Brooklyn Bowl in 2007, but spent two 
long years renovating the space, in-
stalling bowling alleys, bars, and a 
stage, before  fi nally opening in 2009 . 

The Brooklyn Brewery moved into 
the building at 61 Wythe Avenue in 
the 1990s, when rent is the area was $3 
per square foot and the building was 
worth less than a million. 

“I could have bought a building 
then, but I did not have a million dol-
lars,” said Hindy. 

Hindy said he would not consider 
coughing up $50 million for the build-
ing now. 

“For $50 million, you could not 
make money brewing beer,” he said. 
“It would have to be a hotel or a night-
club or something like that.”

The seller’s broker, David Schecht-
man at Eastern Consolidated, did not 
return calls for comment.

$50 MILLION AND ITS ALL YOURS: No, not the beer or the ball, silly. The building that 
houses Brooklyn’s world renowned Brooklyn Bowl (left) and Brooklyn Brewery (right) is for 
sale for a pretty penny — or dollar. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Big bullion buys 
Billyburg’s brew, 
bowling building
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Unplug your kids’ video games 
and turn off the iPads. 

Let them experience some old-
fashioned fun for a change: arts and 
crafts projects. 

Norma’s Arts and Crafts Sup-
plies in Bay Ridge carries every-
thing adults and kids need to stir the 
imagination — and it offers classes 
that transform creativity into real-
ity.

Build your own gumball fish 
bowl, create a “Frozen” canvas bag, 
design some jewelry, use stencils, or 
paint a picture. Adults can attend 
knitting and crochet classes.  Some 
have even painted their own wine 
glasses and built terrariums. Norma 
Visconti, the shop’s owner, says, “the 
adults have just as much fun as the 
kids.” Families are welcome to come 
in and craft together.

The business offers help with 
school assignments, and works with 
schools to carry supplies that are 
needed throughout the academic 
year. Local artists can depend upon 
the shop for professional paints, 
brushes, and other much-needed 
materials. 

The store opened last March, 
and before Norma and her partner, 
Jim Griffin, committed to the neigh-
borhood, they visited businesses 
within a 20-block radius to note what 
these shops sold so that Norma’s 

Arts and Crafts would complement 
them, not compete with them. As a 
result, Norma is proud to help other 
mom-and-pop shops by sending her 
customers to local merchants when 
she knows they carry items that her 
patrons may desire. 

“We all have to work together,” 
she says. “I believe in supporting 
small business.” 

Outsiders may think Brooklyn 
is a big city, but to locals, it’s a small 
town with a sense of community, 
says Norma. She grew up in the area, 
still lives here, and wants her shop to 
be the place where all are welcome 
to come in for coffee and a chat. One 
never knows where a conversation 

can lead. It is the local moms who 
give the crochet classes that are all 
the rage, and that’s because these 
ladies would come into the store, 
buy wool, and Norma would display 
some of the beautiful pieces they cre-
ated. Patrons loved seeing them, and 
when they wanted to know how they, 
too, could make them, the shop be-
gan offering classes, which are now 
very much in demand, says Norma.  
Students learn the basics, and then 
move on to advanced steps. 

Then there was the time Norma 
was asked to help create a Ninja Tur-
tle bus for dogs, an item that was to 
be entered into a local dog competi-
tion. 

“The project came in first place,” 
she says. 

Kids come in for help with their 
science projects and dioramas, too. 
Norma is always ready with a sug-
gestion, as she has dabbled in crafts 
her entire life, painting, sculptur-
ing, and making something from 
whatever material happens to be 
in her hands at the time. She takes 
pride in inspiring others to do the 
same.  

Celebrate birthdays at Norma’s 
Arts and Crafts Supplies and let the 
creativity flow. Norma will supply 
the materials and work with you to 
develop a plan, whether for a child’s 
party or an adult bash. One recent 

theme was a throwback to the 1980s, 
with music and artwork that re-
flected the time period. Perhaps in 
anticipation of spring, another am-
bitious group built and painted its 
own birdhouses. The party planners 
are welcome to bring in their own 
food and beverages.

“Like” Norma’s Arts and Crafts 
Supplies on Facebook for inspira-
tion. 

Norma’s Arts and Crafts Supplies 
[7813 Third Ave. between 78th and 
79th streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 921–
9200, www.Normasartsandcraftssup-
plies.com]. Open Tuesdays through 
Fridays, 11 am–7 pm; Saturdays, 11 
am–6 pm; and Sundays, 11 am–5 pm. 

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Fuel imagination at Norma’s Arts and Crafts Supplies

Great rates like ours are always in season.

At Flushing Bank, we’re small enough to know you and large enough to provide 
you with the great rates you’re looking for. Hurry, an offer like this can’t last forever. 

For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local 
Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

24-Month CD

1.25%
APY*

$5,000 minimum deposit

*New money only. APY effective April 2, 2015. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an 
existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice.

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark
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stalled the mesh merely to prevent lit-
ter from accumulating.

This is not the fi rst time the bor-
ough’s cat caregivers have accused a 
faceless bureaucracy of trying to put 
the kibosh on Brooklyn’s cutest street-
dwellers.  The National Park Service 
almost sent dozens of cats to their 
deaths last year when it threatened 
to dismantle a kittie shanty town in 
Plumb Beach.  

Hidalgo admits that just feeding the 
cats isn’t a permanent solution, and he 
has been trying to liberate the colony 
for years, but the authority won’t give 
him access he needs to lay traps, he 
said. 

Instead, Hidalgo has managed to 
pull the youngest kitties to freedom 
through the gaps — before the author-
ity sealed them, he said.

“Through a space of four inches I 
was able — with a rod and rope — to 
rope the babies,” Hidalgo said.

The self-proclaimed “cat cowboy” 
has wrangled and found homes for 
about 30 kittens this way, he said, not-
ing that no kittens were harmed in the 
process.

 Feline rescue organization Ferals 
in Peril helps Hidalgo neuter the new-
borns at a Bensonhurst black car dis-

patch , he said. 
But a handful of adult cats re-

main, because they were too big to fi t 
through the now-sealed breaches. Hi-
dalgo wants the authority to let him 
set humane cage traps so he can per-
manently remove the animals from 
the precarious property. He has lob-
bied station managers and called 511 
— the authority’s help line — to no 
avail, he said.

A spokeswoman for the authority 
clams it has not received any requests 
to remove the cats. 

But in the past, the authority has 
suspended service to rescue animals 
in danger, she said, citing  a 2013 inci-
dent that halted trains along the B and 
Q lines in Brooklyn when two kittens 
wandered onto the tracks . 

“If animals are spotted on our 
property or tracks, we try our best to 
remove them without causing them 
injury,” said spokeswoman Marisa 
Baldeo.

The coterie of cat lovers will press 
on with attempts to liberate the en-
tombed kitties, and has already found 
homes for the remaining mousers — 
even though feral cats are notoriously 
aloof, even by feline standards, Hi-
dalgo said. But he doesn’t mind their 
stand-offi shness.

“As long as they use the litter box, 
they don’t have to sit on my lap,” he 
said.

Continued from cover

FERAL CATS

so-called “affordable housing.”  The 
changes include increasing height al-
lowances and reducing parking re-
quirements for below-market-rent de-
velopments.  

The mayor’s  117-page plan  claims 
it would allow as-of-right projects that 
complement with the layout of a neigh-
borhood.

“Through a comprehensive com-
munity based planning process, zon-
ing changes can enable new housing 
and other uses to be built as-of-right, 
in a way that is responsive to neigh-
borhood character and supported by 
appropriate investments,” the plan 
states.

But Graziano said the changes will 
allow developers to drastically alter 
neighborhoods.

“All of these words mean to do 
away or to eviscerate all the things 
we fought for to protect our neighbor-
hood,” he said.

A critic said the new zoning regu-
lations could actually drive strug-
gling residents away from the area 
if developers purchase one- and two-
family homes and convert them to lux-
ury apartment buildings — all with-
out oversight from the Department of 
Buildings.

“If we allow it to happen, it will 
change the city in a way that will be 
detrimental to low-income and mid-
dle-income families,” said Bob Cas-
sara of the Brooklyn Housing Pres-
ervation Alliance. “The DOB system 
is easily abused by those who know 

how to exploit it.”
The president of the civic said he 

is concerned with how the rezoning 
could impact the neighborhood — and 
the rest of Brooklyn. 

“People are concerned all over the 
borough,” said Ed Jaworski.

Residents in Bay Ridge have  said 
the rezoning would destroy the char-
acter of neighborhoods with a small-
town feel . 

The plan would allow owners to add 
one to two stories to Bay Ridge’s com-
mercial area and parts of its water-
front, fl ooding the neighborhood with 
development without ensuring that de-
velopers build more affordable units, 
according to those opposed to the pro-
posal.

Continued from cover

REZONING

TO BE A PERFECT PARENT.

There are thousands of kids in foster care who will take you just the way you are.

888. 200. 4005   AdoptUSKids.org

REZONING REVOLT: Ed Jaworski, the presi-
dent of the Madison-Marine-Homecrest Civic 
Association, shares his concerns about the 
proposed rezoning at a meeting at the Car-
mine Carro Community Center on April 16.
 Photo by Steve Solomonson
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

@psdcbk parkslopedaycamp

HOUSES
Saturday, April 25th

339 8 Street, just below 6 Avenue 
Presentations at 1pm & 2:30pm

Attention

LANDLORDS
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

For A FREE Consultation, Call 718-788-5052

HAGAN, COURY & Associates

BY NOAH HUROWITZ 
AND ARMAND DIPHTHONG

An activist’s Earth Day attempt to swim 
the entire 1.8-mile stretch of the Gow-
anus Canal — America’s most polluted 
waterway — ended after 30 minutes and 
just two-thirds of a mile in the water.

A swarm of news media, curious 
onlookers, and police offi cials lined 
the shores of the canal near Degraw 
Street and watched in awe as Christo-
pher Swain plopped into the canal and 
attempted to swim from its rear-end to 
its mouth.

But Swain’s journey — which he 
said he was doing to raise awareness 
of the slow pace of the federal govern-
ment’s canal-area cleanup — ended 
abruptly at a nearby grocery store as 
a falling tide and the threat of a thun-
derstorm that would have unleashed 
thousands of gallons of raw sewage into 
the canal, and he climbed up the rocky 
shore and into the parking lot where, 
when greeted by admirers, he swore he 
will return and get the job done.

“I promise that one day I will swim 
the entire Gowanus Canal,” he said, 
still dripping with the canal swill.

Swain was dressed in a drysuit 
and goggles, but attempted his swim 
without anything covering his face 
and mouth, which was frequently sub-
merged as he swam. He periodically 
paused to gargle his mouth clean with 
hydrogen peroxide, and despite know-
ing that the Canal is home to viable 
cultures of gonorrhea, insisted he had 
no need to worry about contracting the 
uncomfortable but treatable infection.

Swain’s noon dive-off was delayed 
nearly two hours while he worked 
with police concerned about the safety 
of Swain’s daredevil experiment. The 
sticking point was the location of his 
extraction at the end of the canal, be-
cause cops were concerned that any 
property owner on whose land he slith-
ered out of the water would not neces-

sarily be aware of the dangerous fl uids 
dripping off of his body.

Swain had said he planned to swim 
as far out into the harbor as was hu-
manly possible to “rinse off,” but even-
tually settled for a dunk in bleach wa-
ter following the press conference.

Police from he 78th Precinct told re-
porters that Swain had the right to plop 
into Brooklyn’s nautical purgatory.

The day before his daring deed, the 
regional branch of the Environmental 
Protection Agency tweeted a warning 
advising the activist against dunking 
in the canal’s dirty water.

“The EPA strongly advises 
AGAINST swimming in the #Gow-
anus Canal,” it tweeted.

The agency linked its tweet to a fact 
sheet explaining numerous ways such 
a dip in Brooklyn’s nautical purgatory  
could be hazardous to your health.

It was just that miasma of toxins 
that motivated Swain to embarked on 
his journey in the fi rst place. The New 
York-born activist said he hoped the 
attention his stunt would bring would 
help spur the cleanup of the canal and 
its surrounding neighborhood.

“We split the atom, we went to the 
moon,” he said. “Why can’t we clean 
up a 1.8 mile canal to the point of being 
able to swim in it?”

But not everyone was glad to see 
him shining a spotlight on the canal 
or criticizing the cleanup effort.

“I think he is pretty far out of touch 
with the incredible advocacy this com-
munity has been doing all along, which 
has been matched by the extremely 
bountiful response by city, state, and 
federal levels of government,” said 
Craig Hammerman, district manager 
of Community Board 6. “This was not 
only a spectacle, but it also drained 
police resources as well. We frankly 
think our police should be keeping the 
community safe, not chasing publicity 
hounds around.”

Toxic avenger!
CRUISING: Daredevil Christopher Swain paddles down the Gowanus Canal on Earth Day in a 
stunt he said would call attention to the canal’s slow cleanup. Photo by Jason Speakman

Activist attempt to swim Gowanus falls short
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Jacket
Name
4C 6 x 5.69

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER

HOME HEALTH AIDE TRAINING
Your Future Starts NOW!

Su Futuro Empieza Ahora!

L M and Q58, Q55, B52,
B26, B54

F J E
and Q24, Q56

54-06 Myrtle Ave., 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

168-25 Jamaica Ave.,
Jamaica, NY 11432

718-609-1674
a division of

SECURITY GUARD TRAINING

a division of

L M and Q58, Q55, B52,
B26, B54

54-06 Myrtle Ave., 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

F J E
and Q24, Q56

168-25 Jamaica Ave.,
Jamaica, NY 11432

718-609-1674
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
The back end of a tractor-trailer 
smashed into a wall in Williamsburg 
where a group of activists were install-
ing a memorial to New Yorkers killed 
in traffi c accidents. 

The crash rattled the memorial 
wall where more than 40 volunteers of 
the transportation group Right of Way 
were almost pasted as they pasted sil-
houettes of 264 dead people on the tem-
porary wall along Kent Avenue and S. 
Third Street on Saturday.

And organizers said no one was 
hurt only because time was on their 
side.

“If we had started half an hour 
earlier, probably some of us would be 
dead,” said Right of Way’s Charles Ko-
manoff. 

The group spent 10 hours on April 
18 hanging wooden planks and then 
pasting on the 264 5-foot-high, 20-inch 
wide panels that now covers two-and-
a-half sides of the full-city-block con-
struction fence. Each silhouette reads 
“Killed by traffi c” and has the name of 
the victim underneath. 

The 18-wheeler sped around the cor-
ner at about 11 am, and the back left por-
tion of the truck slammed into the wall, 
according to the activists. The force of 
the crash cracked the wall on impact. 
The volunteers, many of whom were 
perched on ladders and scaffolding, 
were shaken, but no one was injured. 

The irony of the situation was not 
lost them.

“It is shocking that while we were 
installing a memorial for people killed 
in traffi c, a truck crashed into the 
memorial,” said organizer Keegan 
Stephan. 

The truck driver spent a half an 

hour trying to get his truck unstuck, 
and he fi nally gave up on getting the 
giant vehicle back onto the driving 
lanes of Kent Avenue and instead cut 
into the separated bike lane, running 
over several dividers, activists said. 

The group installed the memorial 
to protest what they call the city’s in-
suffi cient steps taken to quell traffi c 
deaths in the year since it  instituted 
“Vision Zero”  — the mayor’s plan to 
decrease the number of pedestrian fa-
talities to zero. 

The temporary wall is wrapped 
around the construction site that will 
be one of the massive skyscrapers of 
Two Trees Management Co.’s  Domino 
sugar factory project .

This all happened on the same 
weekend that the New York City Street 
Memorial Project, which installs white 
bike sculptures in spots where bicy-
clists have been killed, hosted its Ghost 
Bike ride across the city. The two proj-
ects are unrelated, but have many 
crossover members and supporters.

EIGHTEEN WHEELS OF MISFORTUNE: A 
tractor trailer slammed into a wall where 
activists from Right of Way were installing a 
memorial to those killed in traffi c on Satur-
day morning.  Rabi Abonour

Truck slams into 
dead-pedestrian 
memorial wallVisit us at: www.cusimanoandrussofuneralhome.com

Visit us at: www.cusimanoandrussofuneralhome.com

Visit us at: www.cusimanoandrussofuneralhome.com

KEEPING UP APPEARANCES: The transportation activist group Right of Way hung a giant 
mural on Kent Avenue on Saturday morning, with silhouettes of 264 people who have been 
killed in traffi c in the year since the city announced the Vision Zero campaign. Rabi Abonour



COURIER LIFE, APRIL 24–30, 2015 25  B GM BR

  

 

�������	
��
��	�����	�������	
�������	��������		

������������	���	����	

 



COURIER LIFE, APRIL 24–30, 201526    B GM BR

NEVER FORGET: (Above) Saul Ancona lights a candle in memory of Holo-
caust victims at the ceremony for the Holocaust Memorial Creative Arts 
Contest on April 19. (Center) Artwork from IS 98 won the contest. (Left) 
Tiffany Hernandez and Klesia Xhaferllari, students from IS 238, stand 
with their school’s artwork. Photos by Georgine Benvenuto

BY VANESSA OGLE
Never forget.

Nearly 500 students — rang-
ing from elementary kids to 
high schoolers in public and 
private schools — entered the 
Holocaust Memorial Creative 
Arts Contest at Kingsborough 
Community College on April 
19.

Just days after the Holo-
caust Remembrance Day, the 
somber ceremony was about 
showing kids the importance 
of standing up for what is right, 
according to contest sponsor 
Assemblyman Steven Cym-
browitz (D–Sheepshead Bay), 

who is the son of Holocaust 
survivors.

“As the Holocaust taught 
us, if you fail to act, and fail to 
speak out, the consequences 
can be irreparable,” said Cym-
browitz, who is the son of Holo-
caust survivors, in a statement. 
“There are wounds that time 
won’t heal.”

The art projects included 
musical compositions, interac-
tive displays, and essays. 

The award ceremony fea-
tured speakers Ruth Lichten-
stein, the daughter of Holocaust 
survivors and the founder of 
Project Witness — a Holocaust 

resource center in Brooklyn 
— and Dr. Richard Tomback, 
director of the Holocaust Stud-
ies Program at Kingsborough. 
Youngsters from Edward R. 
Murrow High School Junior 
Chorus, Chamber Orchestra, 
and Chamber Winds also per-
formed songs at the event. 

Students from PS 238, IS 303, 
and IS 228 received third place. 
Students from Yeshivah of Flat-
bush Elementary School, IS 238, 
and John Dewey High School 
received second place, and stu-
dents from PS 255, IS 98, IS 209, 
and Yeshivah of Flatbush re-
ceived fi rst place. 

Rememberance with art

Hardworking Ameri-
cans and investors can con-
tinue to depend upon the 
Bay Ridge Federal Credit 
Union, was the message ex-
pressed by Anthony Grigos, 
Executive Vice President, 
at the company’s annual 
shareholders’ meeting held 
on April 1. 

The Bay Ridge Federal 
Credit Union doubled in 
size from 2002 to 2008, and 
then again from 2008 to 
2014. 

Quoting from a motiva-
tional chart the company 
used to track growth, he 
said, “No one can predict to 
what heights you can soar. 
Even you do not know until 
you spread your wings.” He 
noted that this is exactly 
what the Bay Ridge Fed-
eral Credit Union set out to 
do some 15 years ago, and 
will persist in doing in the 
future. “We committed and 
invested into new markets, 
and will continue to soar in 
a safe and sound manner,” 
he said. 

Fueling that ability to 

grow are key factors that 
include its strong member-
ship, the New York City 
Taxi Medallions, real es-
tate, and personal loan 
products, he said. “Our 
partnerships with other 
credit unions and com-
munity banks permit us 
to carefully expand to new 
markets and help us man-
age our risk exposure.” 

Quoting from the NY-
Times.com, he pointed out 
the prediction that this 
would be the year when 
the Federal Reserve would 
begin to raise short-term 
interest rates, and that 
consumers should prepare 
for it by purchasing homes 
they have been consider-
ing, or by refinancing ones 
they own. “Every .25 per-
cent-point change in inter-
est rates is equivalent to ap-
proximately $6,000 for each 
$100,000 borrowed over the 
course of a 30-year fixed-
rate mortgage,” he said. 

Other advice included 
paying off credit card debt, 
investing money in flex-
ible products, and speak-

ing with financial planners 
about retirement invest-
ment risk. 

For the Credit Union, 
this may mean more con-
sumers will be looking for 
personal loans to consoli-
date debt and take advan-
tage of lower interest rates. 
There may be a high de-
mand for real estate loans. 
Short-term CD deposits 
may also be on the horizon, 
he said.

“Whichever financial 
strategy you choose to 
pursue, it’s important to 
prepare mentally to stay 
the course even when the 
ride gets bumpy,” he said. 
“A wise man once told me, 
‘Races are won on the turns 
and not on the straight-
aways.’ ”

Bay Ridge Federal Credit 
Union is a not-for-profit 
cooperative that makes it 
easier for members to get 
credit. It was formed by 
a group of immigrants in 
1934, because, back then, it 
was impossible for people 
of modest means to gain ac-
cess to bank credit. The ob-

jective was that they would 
promote savings among 
themselves, allowing mem-
bers to have easier access 
to credit. 

Today, millions of hard-
working Americans belong 
to credit unions across the 
country. Bay Ridge Federal 
Credit Union now serves 
the descendants and fami-
lies of the original found-
ers, as well as the many 
new members who have 
joined. It continues to help 
people of modest means 

reach their financial goals 
with comfort and respect.  

Bay Ridge Federal Credit 
Union [1750 86th St. between 
17th and 18th avenues in 
Bensonhurst, (718) 680–2121, 
www.brfcu.org. and 1609 
Avenue Z in Sheepshead 
Bay between E. 16th and E. 
17th streets , (718) 934–6809]. 
Open Mondays through 
Wednesdays, 9 am–5 pm; 
Thursdays, 9 am–6 pm; and 
Fridays, 9 am–4 pm. The 
Bensonhurst location is also 
open Saturdays, 9 am–1 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Bay Ridge Federal Credit Union still going strong
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Children who attend free, full-day, high-quality 
pre-K learn to problem solve, ask questions, 
and work together. 

Find out more about Pre-K for All at nyc.gov/prek.

#OpportunityStartsNow

Children born in 2011 are eligible to apply
for free, full-day, high-quality pre-K.

Call 311 ����/nycschoolsText “prek” to 877-877

BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 

selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry
Diamonds
Antiques

Gold
Coins
Sterling Silver

Platinum
Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am
Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK
RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 
ORDERS FOR 
Engagement 
Rings

$A
VE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 
Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 
Spend $300 
& get $60 off
Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2013.

Carpet Mats, 
Bath Rugs, 

and more
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Brooklyn location at 

530 Neptune Ave. 
(at West 5th St.)

Stores located throughout Brooklyn,
Queens, Long Island, & New Jersey

Clothing • Housewares • Bedding • Kitchen
Linens • Toys • Stationery • Luggage
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Celebrate Brooklyn’s 
Women of Distinction

Jean P. Alexander
Linda Allegretti
Gina Argano
Sharon Content
Dr. Laura D’Onofrio

Sanna Ezri
Jacqueline Florio
Debra Friedman
Dr. Karen Gould
Dari Litchman

Irene LoRe
Dr. K. Aletha Maybank
Denise McCLean
Laura McKenna
Ericka Medina

Joan Millman
Rev. Diana Nelson
Marianne Nicolosi
Maureen O’Malley-Byrnes
Diana Rafailova

Shelley Della Rocca
Theresa Scavo
Malika Shagaraeva
Sylvia Uziel
Limor Ziarno

AD RATES & DIMENSIONS

HONOREES

For More Information, Call Stephanie Stellaccio | 718-260-2575 | sstellaccio@cnglocal.com

Join Us!

$100 per person
8015/23 13th Ave., Dyker Heights, NY

Gala Dinner 
& Award Ceremony

Wednesday, June 10
Our Keynote Speaker

Ophira 
Eisenberg
Ophira Eisenberg 
is a standup comic, 
writer, and host of 
NPR’s hit trivia comedy show, 
Ask Me Another. 
She has appeared on The Late 
Late Show, The Today Show, 
Comedy Central, and VH-1.
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Decks Clean Outs  Specialty Effects
Handyman  Color Consultations  Quick & Reliable 
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A ccording to The Humane 
Society, 62 percent of 
American households 

have at least one pet. Yet, an es-
timated 31 million Americans 
are allergic to animals, includ-
ing up to 30 percent of those who 
have asthma. For these people, 
congestion, sneezing, runny 
nose, and other allergic symp-
toms occur whenever they are 
exposed to household pets.

Below are six common mis-
conceptions about pet aller-
gies. By knowing the truth 
about these myths, you can 
take action to live comfortably 
with the pets in your life.

Myth #1: It’s only pet hair 
that triggers allergies.

Not true. Pet hair can trig-
ger allergies, because it con-
tains saliva or other pet pro-
teins. Allergic reactions to 
pets are actually caused by pet 
proteins contained in pet dan-
der, and also saliva and urine. 
Overactive immune systems 
attack these otherwise harm-
less substances.

Animals with more fur are 
more likely to carry other al-
lergens such as pet dander and 
dust, according to the Ameri-
can Lung Association. If you 
have a pet, not only do you 
need to handle pet hair care-
fully, you also need to clean 
household dust carefully, as it 
may contain pet dander that 
can trigger allergic reactions.

Myth #2: Continuous ex-
posure to animals will eventu-
ally desensitize you to them.

Not only is this not true, but 
in some cases, the opposite is 
true. If you have a confi rmed al-
lergy to animals, it usually will 
not get better through increas-
ing exposure — it may rvrn get 
worse, according to the Aus-
tralasian Society of Clinical 
Immunology and Allergy.

However, studies have con-
fi rmed that early childhood ex-
posure to cats, dogs, and other 
animals may lower the risk of 
developing allergic reactions 
later in life. One study of 8,000 
children found that children 
continuously exposed to cats 
from the time they were 1 year 
old were 67 percent less likely 
than others to develop allergic 
asthma.

Myth #3: If you just get the 
right breed, you won’t have al-
lergy problems.

Not true. All cat and dog 
breeds produce dander. How-
ever, some breeds are believed 
to be better for allergy suffer-
ers than others. Typically, the 
best breeds are those that shed 
the least fur. Also, smaller dogs 
produce less saliva than do big-
ger dogs. The American Ken-
nel Club recommends breeds 
that produce the least dander 
for allergy sufferers, including 
poodles, terriers, schnauzers, 
and Bichon Frises.

Myth #4: Small animals 
are not a problem for allergies.

Wrong. Hamsters, guinea 
pigs, birds, and other warm-
blooded mammals can also 
trigger asthma and allergies 
in people with allergies to ani-
mal dander, according to the 
U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency. Birds are also a 
problem for many allergy suf-
ferers, as birds release dander 
into the air bys cleaning their 
feathers, fl apping their wings, 
and fl ying. If you are allergic to 
animals but still want a pet, try 
animals without dander like a 
fi sh, turtle, or other reptile.

Myth #5: Outside the 
home, you shouldn’t have pet 
allergy problems.

Not necessarily. Pet aller-
gens easily stick to clothing and 
other fabrics and are carried to 
other locations. Animal dander 
can be found in many public 
places such as the workplace, 
classrooms, and hospitals, ac-
cording to the Lung Associa-
tion. Those with severe aller-
gies may also want to avoid the 
homes of family and friends 
who have the type of pet that ir-
ritates their allergies.

Myth #6: An air purifi er 
will help.

It depends. Only a high-
performance air purifi er can 
help. Small, low-quality air 
cleaners make little or no dif-
ference at all. 
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Routinely vacuuming fl oors can improve indoor air quality in a home 
by preventing the buildup of dust mites and other harmful allergens.

Environmental factors 
can trigger asthma

T hough many are likely 
familiar enough with 
asthma to recognize it’s 

a respiratory disease that 
affects millions of people 
across the globe, few may 
know the role that environ-
mental triggers play with re-
gard to asthma. 

Indoor allergens and ir-
ritants often trigger asthma 
attacks, but fortunately, such 
triggers can be controlled by 
people who take a proactive 
approach to reducing their ex-
posure to environmental trig-
gers like those listed below.

Secondhand smoke
The smoke from a ciga-

rette, cigar or pipe contains 
more than 4,000 substances, 
some of which are cancer-
ous compounds. In addition 
to triggering asthma attacks 
in those already diagnosed 
with the condition, second-
hand smoke is a risk factor 
for asthma among preschool-
aged youngsters. 

Thanks to their diminu-
tive statures, kids breathe 
more rapidly than adults, 
and that means they take 
in more secondhand smoke 
when around smokers than 
older kids or adults. But sec-
ondhand smoke is harmful 
to adults as well, triggering 
asthma attacks and increas-
ing their risk for a variety 
of health conditions. Parents 
should not let anyone smoke 
near their children, and 
adults should avoid smokers 

as much as possible.

Dust mites
Tiny, invisible bugs that 

feed on dead skin, dust mites 
can be found in mattresses, 
pillows, carpets, stuffed toys, 
and clothes, among other 
things. Individuals who are 
allergic to dust mites might 
be susceptible to asthma if 
they come in contact with 
dust mites’ body parts and 
droppings, and such expo-
sure can trigger asthma in 
youngsters who have not pre-
viously exhibited symptoms. 

Bedding should be washed 
in hot water at least once per 
week and dried completely, 
and dust proof covers should 
be used on pillows and mat-
tresses. Vacuum carpets and 
furniture once per week. Also, 
parents can reduce their kids’ 
risk of asthma attacks by only 
buying stuffed toys that can 
be washed in hot water.

Molds
Molds live on plant and 

animal matter and can be 
found nearly anywhere that 
moisture is present. Inhal-
ing mold spores, which con-
tinually fl oat through indoor 
and outdoor air, can trigger 
an asthma attack. Mold prob-
lems in a home should be ad-
dressed immediately. Mold 
on hard surfaces can be re-
moved with soap and water, 
and the surfaces should be 
allowed to dry completely be-
fore being put to use again. 

Six myths about 
pet allergies

Studies have confi rmed that early childhood exposure to cats, dogs, and other animals may lower the risk of 
developing allergic reactions later in life.
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Keeping asthma 
under control

A 2010 nationwide tele-
phone survey of 1,001 
asthma patients found 

that while most patients with 
asthma understood the risks 
associated with uncontrolled 
asthma, they didn’t always 
act accordingly.

“This fi nding demon-
strates a serious disconnect 
between the perceived con-
sequences of uncontrolled 
asthma and the necessary 
steps people should take to 
achieve better control,” ex-
plained Dr. Shailen Shah, 
an asthma expert with PA 
Allergy and Asthma Con-
sultants. “Some people be-
lieve that asthma goes away 
when their symptoms do, but 
asthma is a chronic disease. 
The good news is that with the 
appropriate treatment regi-
men, the infl ammation that 

causes the symptoms may be 
properly managed.”

Additionally, there are 
simple steps patients can take 
to avoid unnecessary compli-
cations, beginning with an 
open discussion with a physi-
cian.

Understanding 
asthma

People with asthma suffer 
from chronic lung infl amma-
tion, with symptoms ranging 
from coughing and wheezing 
to chest tightness and short-
ness of breath. Additionally, 
asthma triggers such as air 
pollution, smoke, pet dander, 
pollen, and mold can set off an 
asthma episode.

It’s important for patients 
to understand that when their 
asthma is under control with 
the help of their physicians, 

through lifestyle modifi ca-
tions, and the proper use of 
appropriate controller medi-
cation, they should exhibit 
few asthma symptoms.

Simple steps to 
asthma control

A physician can help cre-
ate an asthma action plan and 
determine if a controller medi-
cation, in addition to a rescue 
medication, is appropriate.

“Using an asthma action 
plan…can help patients stay 
in the know and in control of 
their asthma,” Shah stresses. 
“By understanding proper 
asthma management and ap-
propriate use of medications, 
patients can help maintain 
control over their asthma 
symptoms and minimize the 
risks associated with uncon-
trolled asthma.”

It is important for those with asthma to determine with their physicians 
how best to control their condition.

Thank you GuildNet.

As parents age, caretaking often falls to their 
adult children and families, especially if they 
are visually impaired. 

With GuildNet’s long term care plans loved 
ones can get the help they need to stay safe 
in their homes. Please call us. We speak 
your language.

Call 888-722-4040
TTY 800-662-1220
or visit  
www.GuildNetNY.org

Now that Mom is 
safe at home, my job 
is more secure, too. 
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P arents tend to be 
quite familiar with 
food allergies. In an 

effort to protect young-
sters, schools have be-
gun to crack down more 
regularly on foods that 
tend to cause allergic 
reactions, often plac-
ing restrictions on what 
children can bring in for 
lunches or snacks.

Parents and children 
who grew up around pea-
nut and tree nut aller-
gies are quite familiar 
with what triggers aller-
gic reactions associated 
with such foods, and the 
potential side effects of 
consuming these foods. 
But those who are less 
experienced with food 
allergies may not know 
what to expect.

According to the 
Mayo Clinic, being al-
lergic to peanuts is one 
of the more common 
food allergies, especially 
among children. Many 
people who are allergic 
to peanuts — although 
not all, as are peanuts 
are legumes, not nuts — 
are also allergic to tree 
nuts, including walnuts, 
almonds, and pecans. 

As with any aller-
gen, reactions vary from 
person to person. Some 
may experience mild 
symptoms, such as light 
rashes or swelling, while 
others may have severe 
reactions, including ana-
phylactic shock, which is 
characterized by short-
ness of breath, a severe 
drop in blood pressure, 
constriction of airways, 
and potential heart fail-
ure. According to Spire 
Health Partners, more 
than 3 million people in 
the United States have a 
peanut allergy, and one-
third of them will suffer 
from a severe symptom 
if they ingest peanuts.

A peanut allergy oc-
curs when your body mis-
takenly identifi es peanut 
proteins as something 
that can be harmful. 
Just as your body might 
fi ght a cold, it releases 
chemicals from the im-
mune system to fi ght off 
the peanut invader. The 
number of kids with pea-
nut allergies has been 
increasing over the last 

10 to 15 years, doubling 
in the last half-decade 
alone. It isn’t known why 
some people are prone to 
peanut allergies while 
others are not. However, 
Dr. Michael C. Young, As-
sistant Clinical Profes-
sor of Pediatrics at Har-
vard Medical School and 
a practicing pediatrician 
at Children’s Hospital, 
has a few ideas. Nursing 
mothers and very young 
children are eating more 
peanuts, particularly in 
the form of peanut but-
ter, than ever before, 
something that Young 
feels could be causing a 
higher incidence rate of 
peanut allergies. Young 
also theorizes that better 
hygiene may play a role, 
suggesting that because 
children have fewer in-
fections (due to improved 
hygiene and routine im-
munizations), their im-
mune systems are more 
likely to target other 
things, such as foods and 
environmental factors, 
resulting in allergies.

Although peanut al-
lergies are prevalent and 
can be dangerous, there 
is no reason to act rashly. 
Young notes that approx-
imately 20 percent of chil-
dren will outgrow their 
peanut allergies by the 
age of 6, and he advises 
that it is worth having a 
child retested as he gets 
older to gauge if there 
have been any changes 
in the status of the pea-
nut allergy.

When dealing with 
peanut allergies, it is 
important to separate 
myths from facts:

• Direct contact is the 
most common cause of 
a reaction. This results 
from eating peanuts or 
foods that contain pea-
nuts. Cross-contamina-
tion, which occurs when 
peanuts unintentionally 
come into contact with 
other foods, is another 
common cause.

• Some people can have 
a reaction by touching 
peanuts with their skin. 
A rash may occur, but a 
very dangerous reaction 
will not result unless the 
peanuts enter the mouth 
or come into contact with 
the nose or eyes.

• An allergic reaction 
can occur from inhala-
tion of peanut dust, such 
as peanut fl our or ground 
shells. Aerosol cooking 
sprays that contain pea-
nut oil also can produce a 
reaction. 

• Mount Sinai School 
of Medicine in New York 
found that peanut pro-

teins can be detected in 
some people’s saliva af-
ter eating peanuts. A 
kiss could transfer some 
of the peanut allergens 
to another person.

• Sometimes an al-
lergy is not really an al-
lergy, but rather an intol-
erance to a certain food. 
A food intolerance does 

not involve the immune 
system. A person with 
a food intolerance can 
eat small amounts of the 
food with only mild symp-
toms, such as indigestion, 
rather than a severe reac-
tion with a true allergy.

Being diligent in 
reading food labels and 
asking what ingredients 

are in prepared foods at 
restaurants is key for 
people with peanut aller-
gies, and so is avoiding 
potential skin contact. 
This means thoroughly 
washing areas where 
peanuts or peanut but-
ter may have been and 
ensuring other children 
wash up after lunch.

Helping Brooklyn Th rive
nym.org  •  718-246-8614 

EXCEPT IONAL

The Stroke Center at New York 
Methodist Hospital is one of the few 

facilities with the latest technology to treat 
and reverse strokes. Our highly trained 
neurosurgeons are capable of reversing stroke 
eff ects up to twelve hours from the onset of 
symptoms, often leading to prevention of 
permanent damage. Th e center also provides 
a full range of stroke recovery treatments          
and rehabilitation programs.

You’re not just a patient,
You’re a person.
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The growing problem of peanut allergies
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NEW YORK METHODIST HOSPITAL

A pril has marked a new begin-
ning for emergency services at 
New York Methodist Hospital, 

and for all Brooklynites who may need 
life-saving care in the days, weeks, 
months, and years ahead. That is be-
cause the medical center now receives 
trauma patients via New York City 
Emergency Medical Services. This 
follows the New York State Depart-
ment of Health’s designation of New 
York Methodist as a trauma center — 
a designation only granted to hospi-
tals that are able to provide life-saving 
care across all emergency scenarios, 
and that have a continuous process in 
place for monitoring and improving 
that care.

“New York Methodist’s establish-
ment of a trauma center is the result 
of over a year’s worth of preparation,” 
said Dr. Bashar Fahoum,  trauma sur-
geon and medical director of trauma 
services at the hospital. “That in-
cluded renovating our Department 
of Emergency Medicine’s trauma 
bays, as well as extensive training, 
trauma simulations and drills for all 
surgeons, emergency medicine phy-
sicians, nurses, physician assistants, 
and other staff members involved 

with trauma response.”
“New York Methodist’s Department 

of Surgery already offers advanced 
procedures — both traditional and 

minimally invasive — across all sur-
gical disciplines, including general 
surgery, neurosurgery, orthopedics, 
vascular surgery, urology, ophthal-

mology, and cardiothoracic surgery,” 
said Dr. Anthony Tortolani, chair-
man of surgery and cardiothoracic 
surgery at the hospital. “We have spe-
cialists in each of these areas who are 
also trained in trauma response. In 
recognizing NYM as a trauma center, 
the Department of Health has deter-
mined that we can provide the high-
est level of care for the most severely 
injured patients.”

“Each year, over 100,000 Brook-
lynites already receive emergency 
care at New York Methodist, includ-
ing those experiencing life-threaten-
ing heart attacks and severe strokes,” 
said Dr. Joseph Bove, chairman of 
emergency medicine at Methodist. 
“The hospital’s trauma team draws 
on the skills of medical staff mem-
bers in both the Department of Emer-
gency Medicine and the Department 
of Surgery, and as a trauma center, 
we now provide comprehensive treat-
ment for patients with every type and 
every degree of traumatic injury. We 
are proud to offer our community the 
best possible care when they need it 
most.”

New York Methodist Hospital’s am-
bulance entrance Seventh Avenue and 
Seventh Street in Park Slope.

New York Methodist Hospital gets trauma center

A trauma room at New York Methodist Hospital.

                         3500 Nostrand Avenue (between Avenues U & V)

HQBK.com

Pain
stops you
We can get you 

started!
PAIN MANAGEMENT
Diagnosis and management of pain through various 

forms of treatment. Immediate and long term relief 

for head, neck, face, shoulder, arm, lower back, leg, 

knee, and ankle pain.

CHIROPRACTIC CARE
Safe, gentle manipulation to reduce pain and 

improve joint mobility.

NEUROLOGY
Comprehensive examination, diagnosis, and 

treatment of all neurological disorders

PHYSICAL THERAPY/REHABILITATION
Improves muscle function to help stabilize 

the area of injury. 

SPINAL DECOMPRESSION
86% Effective in the treatment of herniated discs, 

bulging discs, disc degeneration and sciatica.

SLIP AND FALL PREVENTION
Our “Before the Fall” program will help you maintain 

your independence by improving your balance and 

coordination (covered by most medicare plans)

ORTHOPEDICS
Our orthopedic healthcare service incorporates 

detailed evaluation, diagnosis and non-operative 

treatment and care.Our comprehensive treatment program promotes 

a fast, safe, return to health

Q        B3, B44
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Enrico Ascher, MD

Natalie Marks, MDAnil Hingorani, MD

Advanced Aortic Aneurysm Center
of the Vascular Institute of New York

Established in 1992

 Extraordinary techniques by internationally 
recognized vascular specialists...

Drs. Enrico Ascher, Anil Hingorani and Natalie Marks have introduced 
for the very fi rst time in New York City a minimally invasive tecnnique to repair 

an abdominal aortic aneurysm via a tiny puncture in each groin under local anesthesia. 
Patients may be discharged home the very same day and have supper with the family!

Aortic aneurysms are more common than you think!
They are known to be “silent killers”.

If you are 60 years of age or older you may benefi t 
from a visit to a board certifi ed vascular specialist.

www.VascularNYC.com

At New York Method-
ist, Breathing Deep in the 
Fight Against Allergic 
Asthma

Almost 25 million 
Americans live with 
asthma, a respiratory con-
dition marked by spasms 
in the lungs that leads to 
coughing, wheezing, rapid 
breathing, tightening of 
the chest and shortness 
of breath. For 60 percent 
of asthma patients, those 
spasms are caused by the 
inhalation of airborne al-
lergens, which may in-
clude pollen, that fill the 
air in warmer months. 
Allergic asthma can be 
triggered by breathing in 
other allergens, including 
mold, spores, or pet dan-
der. 

“Pulmonologists diag-
nose asthma based on a 
clinical examination, the 

patient’s medical history, 
and the results of other 
tests that determine how 
healthy the lungs are,” 
said Jeremy Weingarten, 
M.D., director of pulmo-
nary medicine at New 
York Methodist Hospital 
(NYM). These tests may 
either be done in a labora-
tory or in a doctor’s office. 
Additional tests may be or-
dered to identify which, if 
any, allergens are trigger-
ing the patient’s asthma.” 

A scratch (skin) test 
performed by an immu-
nologist is often used to 
identify an allergy, and re-
sults are available within 
30 minutes. Once the spe-
cific allergen, or allergens, 
have been identified, a 
comprehensive treatment 
plan can then be developed 
to effectively manage the 
patient’s allergic asthma. 

For those with milder 
symptoms that occur as 
a result of seasonal al-
lergens, over-the-counter 
treatments and lifestyle 
adjustments may be all 
that is necessary to effec-
tively manage their aller-
gic asthma. Allergen im-
munotherapy, a treatment 
that can alter the natural 
course of allergic asthma, 
may be a good option for 
individuals whose asthma 
cannot effectively be con-
trolled by medication or 
avoidance strategies.

“A full course of al-
lergen immunotherapy 
takes time—usually three 
to five years, starting 
with weekly visits for in-
jections for the first six 
months, and then monthly 
visits for the remainder,” 
said Cascya Charlot, M.D, 
director of NYM’s Divi-

sion of Pediatric Allergy 
and Immunology. “How-
ever, the benefits of im-
munotherapy can last a 
lifetime, particularly for 
those living in New York 
City, where inhaled al-
lergens that can trigger 
allergic asthma can be 
found around every cor-
ner, indoors and outdoors, 
throughout the year. On-
going research and refine-
ment of immunotherapy 
guidelines have made im-
munotherapy treatments 
for outdoor and indoor al-
lergies more effective than 
ever before.” 

In most cases, immuno-
therapy can permanently 
reduce the frequency and 
severity of allergic asthma 
symptoms. Patients with 
chronic rhinitis, who are 
naturally at increased risk 
for developing asthma, 

also have a good chance of 
preventing their condition 
from worsening through 
immunotherapy. In ad-
dition, the first FDA-ap-
proved oral, injection-free 
immunotherapy (specifi-
cally, for grass pollen al-
lergies) became available 
in 2014. 

“Each year, more treat-
ment options for allergic 
asthma become available, 
and existing treatments 
are refined,” said Dr. We-
ingarten. “Now, many 
people who have allergic 
asthma are able to manage 
the disease with few or no 
symptoms.”

To find a physician af-
filiated with New York 
Methodist Hospital’s Insti-
tute for Asthma and Other 
Lung Diseases, call 866.
ASK.LUNG.

At New York Methodist, Breathing Deep in the 
Fight Against Allergic Asthma
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Minimum charges apply. Not valid in combination with other coupons or offers. Valid at participating locations only. 
Not applicable to installed carpet or area rugs cleaned in-home. Priced by square foot. As applicable, discount applies to 

the smallest area rug of equal or lesser size. Certain restrictions may apply. Call for details.
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Promo Code: NYRUG
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Applies only to off-site cleaning process. Must present promo code at time of service. Valid at participating locations only.

Stanley Steemer’s® deep clean-
ing process effectively removes 
dust, pollen, pet dander and other 
microscopic pollutants that collect 
in your carpet, making your home 
cleaner and healthier. In fact, Stan-
ley Steemer is the first carpet clean-
ing company to be certified asthma 
& allergy friendly™ by the Asthma 
and Allergy Foundation of America. 
Stanley Steemer removes an average 
of 94% of common household aller-
gens from the carpet we clean. Eight 
out of ten people in the United States 
are exposed to home dust mite aller-
gens, and six out of ten are exposed 
to cat or dog dander. 

An effective way to start control-
ling indoor asthma and allergies is 
to have your carpets professionally 
steam cleaned by Stanley Steemer. 
In fact, the Allergy and Asthma 
Foundation of America’s asthma & 
allergy friendly™ Certification Stan-
dard for Professional Carpet Steam 
Cleaning recommends you get a Cer-
tified Professional Steam cleaning 
every 3-4 months, along with vacu-
uming 2-3 times a week with a certi-

fied vacuum cleaner.
AAFA is the oldest and largest 

asthma and allergy patient group in 
the world and is the leading advo-
cacy organization dedicated to those 
with asthma and allergies. In 2006, 
the asthma & allergy friendly™ Cer-
tification Program was developed 
by AAFA and leading medical ex-
perts. All certified asthma & allergy 
friendly™ products and services must 
undergo extensive scientific testing 
in independent accredited labora-
tories. This independent testing en-
sures that these product and services 
meet the standards adopted by the 
Asthma and Allergy Foundation of 
America.

Founded in 1947, Stanley Steemer 
has been the industry leader in carpet 
cleaning services for over 65 years. 
President of Stanley Steemer, Justin 
Bates, is the third generation to lead 
the family owned and operated busi-
ness. Headquartered in Dublin, OH, 
Stanley Steemer operates through a 
network of more than 250 company-
owned and franchised locations 
throughout the United States.

 A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Certified asthma 
& allergy friendly™
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The season of allergy-induced snif-
fl es and other complications is 
right around the corner. If you are 

one of the millions of people affected 
by seasonal allergies that lead to nasal 
swelling, sneezing, watery eyes, and a 
scratchy throat, you may not be eagerly 
anticipating the warmer weather as 
much as others.

Allergy research is ongoing, and in 
the future doctors may be able to pre-
vent allergic reactions from occurring 
rather than treating the symptoms that 
ensue. Until then, you will have to work 
with the remedies that currently exist. 
These remedies include antihistamines, 
which can cause dangerous interactions 
with other medications and may cause 
drowsiness. These side effects can be 
dangerous for use in seniors. Consider 
these other options instead:

Drink plenty of fl uids 
Although liquids can’t wash the al-

lergens out of your system, water, juice 
and clear broths can help loosen conges-
tion. Hot liquids can soothe infl amed 

membranes in the nose and throat.

Avoid allergens as much as 
possible

Check weather reports for the levels 
of particulates in the air and stay in-
doors if they are high. Keep away from 
tall grasses and places with a lot of foli-
age.

Use the air conditioning
Rather than keeping the windows 

wide open, use an air conditioner and 
dehumidifi er to fi lter the air coming in-
side of the house and ensuring it is cool 
and dry.

Head to the beach
If you want to spend time outdoors, 

areas by the ocean will have pollen 
counts that are much lower than in 
mountainous areas.

Dry clothes indoors
Line-dried clothes may smell fresh, 

but they can bring molds and pollens in-
doors and exacerbate allergies.

How to cope with 
season allergies

Chiropractic & Holistic Care
446 Bay Ridge Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11209

718-921-5483

Live a Pain Free 2015
In the care of 

Dr. Vincent Adamo... 
 Chiropractic Care 

For Adults And Children

  Natural Nutritional Detox, 
Super Greens And More

Improves Your 
Circulation, 

Mobility, 
Mind Set, 

Overall Health
Most Insurance Plans Accepted

All Major CC
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 high-school friend I 
hadn’t seen in years was 
passing through  and we 

had just a few precious hours 
to catch up, so we wandered 
around Central Park, exulting 
in its blossom overdrive, then 
sat on a sun-warmed rock to 
chat. Of course, I wanted to 
see a picture of her kids. 

Or two pictures. 
Max? Three.
But thanks to that bottom-

less photo album that also sends 
texts and makes calls, I saw 
them all: the kids in their play, 
the kids at the holidays, the kids 
with their friends, the kids, the 
kids, the blurry-but-still-appar-
ently-worth-a-look kids! 

And then the husband! And 
the great uncle! And the hus-
band’s brother’s wife’s mother 
who is sick. Or fine. Or some-
thing. Really, I barely know the 
husband, now I’m out on a limb 
of the family tree and I can hear 
it cracking under the weight of 
my not-caring. 

Helllllp! Can I really be the 
only person struggling to ut-
ter another, “Oh! Nice!” while 
plunging into catatonia? That’s 

what I asked everyone I could 
— that is, everyone not too ab-
sorbed in their cellphones to ac-
tually look up to answer me.

“Technology has made it 
impossible to run away from 
slide shows,” is how Laura 
Srebnik, a Brooklyn-based ed-
ucation consultant, summed 
it up. “Back in the day, when 

someone invited you, you 
could say no. Or if you went, 
they had snacks.”

Now? Neither. 
“It’s not that the pictures 

are boring,” she adds. “I kind 
of like looking at them. It’s 
when it’s like stop-motion ani-
mation: ‘Here we are, picking 
up a shell. Here we are, pick-
ing up another shell.’ You see 
20 of practically the same im-
age and you’re wondering, 
‘Couldn’t you skip that one?’ 
and they’re saying, ‘I’m just 
getting to the good one!’”

The key is the word one, 
says Marla Muni, a market re-
searcher in Rockland County. 

“Some of the pictures don’t 
come out well, and they’re 
never organized and peo-
ple start flipping through…” 
Meantime, you’re politely wait-
ing or muttering some kind of 
pleasantry as the photos fly 
past. That’s why Muni’s idea of 
good smartphone etiquette is 
to have handy one single, clear 
photo of your children at what-
ever big event they just had.

“So if you ask somebody, 
‘Show me the picture from the 

prom!’ there it is” — un-blurry 
and, with any luck, including 
the whole head. 

After that? Time to put the 
device away and resume con-
versing. When Queens-based 
new media maven Dawn Siff 
went to her Dallas high-school 
reunion recently, “You would 
look around the room at any 
given point, and half the peo-
ple were looking down at the 
phones, frantically scrolling 
through pictures to find the 
exact photo they wanted to 
show people. So they’re seeing 
this person they haven’t seen 
in years — and immediately 
ignoring them to cue up the 
perfect picture.”

It made Dawn pine for an 
earlier era, when people would 
extract a photo or two from 
their wallets and apologize be-
cause the front-tooth-missing 
tot in the picture was actually 
now engaged to be married. 

Susan Avery, college coun-
selor at Collegiate Harvest 
High School in Manhattan, 
was the only gal I could find 
who both defended showing 
an album’s worth of photos to 

friends, and insisted she liked 
seeing just as many. 

“I’m the first one looking at 
those pictures,” she says. 

She relishes them for the 
same reason she relished her 
first profession, journalism: “I 
love people’s back stories.” 

That’s certainly a nice 
way to frame what we are see-
ing when folks start scrolling 
through: Oh, here’s a pair of 
shoes I was thinking of buy-
ing. Here’s our vacation — 
well, the hotel room, anyway. 
It was in Antigua. No — Ala-
bama. And here’s a cool bird 
from my bird feeder. Its wings 
are flapping so you can’t really 
see it. And here’s my daugh-
ter. And my daughter. And my 
daughter again, but two sec-
onds later — they change so 
fast at that age! 

As do many of us viewers: 
From complimentary to coma-
tose. Knowing this, you have 
your choice of what to edit: 
Your photos, or your friends. 

Choose wisely. 
Lenore Skenazy is a public 

speaker and author of the book 
and blog Free-Range Kids. 

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY
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WE ARE OPEN LATE! WE ARE OPEN LATE! 

 FIND YOUR PERFECT FIND YOUR PERFECT

WE ARE SURE TO HAVE A  
OVER 3,000 CARSOVER 3,000 CARS

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE 
A GIFT ON US OF EITHER AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or 

BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 28k miles, Stk#3640

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 

situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ^Slight h2o damage. ^^Available with 

purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 4/24/15. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

2013 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk# 2595, 19k mi.

$10,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$16,900
'12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$10,995
'13 TOYOTA CAMRY

17k miles, Stk#8490

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

$14,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'13 NISSAN ROGUE

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 11k miles, Stk#7453

$14,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$11,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'12 NISSAN MAXIMA

20k miles, Stk#3788

$16,400BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2009 Infiniti G37x, 52k 1255 $11,995 
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,995 
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995 
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 4830 $13,995 
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2011 Toyota Sienna, 15k 1034 $13,995
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995
      MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2004 Toyota Highlander, 101k  6771 $7,995
 2010 Toyota Corolla, 37k 1042 $7,995
 2012 Honda Civic, 31k 5650 $8,995 
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $9,995
 2012 Ford Escape, 72k 7278 $10,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995

A LOT OF LUXURY DOESN’T COST A LOT!
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2011 Infiniti M37, 27k  1237 $22,995 
 2014 Ford Explorer, 4k 8588 $22,995
 2013 BWW 328i xDrive, 18k 3881 $24,995
 2012 Mercedes E350, 20k 11628 $24,995
 2011 Mercedes GL450, 17k  6101 $32,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2013 Acura TL, 17k 7918 $17,995
 2011 Mercedes C300, 14k  3824 $17,995
 2011 Mercedes GLK350, 44k  8159 $19,995
 2011 Mercedes ML350, 25k 5589 $21,888
 2011 Acura MDX, 48k 1321 $21,995
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MRDon't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

*Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be applied to advertised cars. Cannot be combined with other offers.

Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

RECEIVE ADDITIONAL SAVINGS DURING OUR 
EVENING HOURS 6:30-9PM EVERY DAY
RECEIVE ADDITIONAL SAVINGS DURING OUR 
EVENING HOURS 6:30-9PM EVERY DAY!

 MATCH WITH MATCH WITH

CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET!

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 

situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.   **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ^Slight h2o damage. ^^Available with 

purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 4/24/15. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$16,995
'14 CHEVY CAMARO

15k miles, Stk#6879

BUY 
FOR:

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA
$12,995

15k miles, Stk#9724

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'12 INFINITI G37x

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$19,595BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'14 HONDA CIVIC
$12,995

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 8k miles, Stk#10323

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$13,995
'14 FORD FUSION

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 10k miles, Stk#10024

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$12,995
'13 DODGE GR CARAVAN

43k miles, Stk#3793

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT
$19,995

9k miles, Stk#10085

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER

42k miles, Stk#10534

$17,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k A72885 $3,995
 2007 Honda Civic, 14k 8519 $5,995
 2003 Honda Accord Coupe, 91k  021636 $5,995
 2006 Toyota Camry, 106k 10431 $6,995
 2008 Nissan Altima Coupe, 136k  8314 $6,995
 2004 Toyota Sienna, 121k 2571 $6,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2008 Lincoln MKZ, 177k J1656 $7,995
 2009 Toyota Sienna, 93k 391451 $8,995
 2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
 2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
 2013 Kia Soul, 10k 10515  $8,995
 2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $9,995
 2012 Chevy Traverse, 50k 1260 $12,888 
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda CRV, 24k 4923 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  

TO CHOOSE FROM!TO CHOOSE FROM!
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To the editor,
For those of us in our community 

that have recently celebrated the 
Passover holiday, we are reminded 
of the part in the Seder where the 
song Dayanu is sung which tells of 
the multitude of things that God did 
to help free his chosen people from 
bondage, and that if he had done 
even just one of them, it would have 
been enough, Dayanu! In our own 
community, in the present moment 
we have the Bizzaro-world version 
of the biblical tale of Dayanu when 
it comes to our Boardwalk and the 
Assemblymen responsible for its 
continued destruction. To wit: had 
Assemblyman Steven Cymbrow-
itz (D–Sheepshead Bay), who along 
with Assemblyman Alec Brook-
Krasny (D–Coney Island) funded it, 
raised his voice in protest in year 
one of the Parks Department plan 
for the Boardwalk, it would have 
been enough! Had he raised his voice 
in protest in year two, it would have 
been enough, Dayanu! Had he raised 
his voice in protest in years three 
or four, it would have been enough! 
Had he questioned what the plan 
was in any of the nearly five years 
that it was being widely discussed, 
debated and protested, it would have 
been enough! Had he kept his word 
and halted the funding of a plan that 
he claims the Parks Department 
“hoodwinked” him into funding, it 
would have been enough!

But the Assemblyman, did none 
of these things! Instead, he re-
mained silent for all the years this 
plan was on the table and widely 
known. In year five he claims to 
have been “hoodwinked” and prom-
ises to defund it, then goes back on 
his word committing to that and 
continues to fund it, then tries all 
manner of lame explanations of why 
he is doing so, none of which amount 
to more than a pile of manure.

Speaking of manure, here is 
where the esteemed Assemblyman 
really commits his energies in full 
force to free his chosen people from 
their bondage. That is, the bondage 
of having a bathroom in their line of 
sight, heaven forbid. He works tire-
lessly on behalf of his precious ones 

and garners support from other pol-
iticians to pressure the city to let his 
people go, and to let others go, but to 
have them go elsewhere. 

The Parks Department’s deci-
sion to waste taxpayers money and 
move the location of the bathroom 
when they themselves previously 
declared that there was no good rea-
son to do so, must be seen in the con-
text of Assemblyman Cymbrowitz’s 
decision to continue to fund Parks’ 
Boardwalk messover project. At the 
Boardwalk rally a few months ago, 
many were openly talking about the 
assemblyman having worked out a 
quid pro quo arrangement at meet-
ings he had with Parks, wherein 
he would continue the funding if 
they were to free his chosen people 
from their bathroom bondage. This 
would appear to have now come to 
pass. The assemblyman has liber-
ated his chosen few while ignoring 
the legitimate concerns of the less 
important, but vast majority of his 
constituents. 

No doubt he will be  rewarded 
by those he has served, as all feck-
less politicians are. As in the bib-
lical tale, we must hope that such 
hypocrisy and fecklessness will be 
accorded their righteous desserts 
by all the rest of us that he has self-
interestedly flushed down the toilet!

Rob Burstein
The writer is president of the  

Coney-Brighton Boardwalk Alliance.

To the editor,
A few months ago there was a 

meeting on a very cold rainy Sun-
day on the Coney Island Boardwalk, 
the purpose of which was to discuss 
and protest the Parks Department’s 
going forward with it’s awful plan to 
concrete over the wood boards. 

At that time it was revealed that 
Assemblyman Steven Cybrowitz (D-
Sheepshead Bay) had made a quid-
pro-quo deal with the Parks Depart-
ment to continue the flow of funds if 
they would remove the bathrooms 
that were now installed in front of 
the Oceana complex. This has now 
been confirmed with the recent news 
that the Parks Department is in fact 
doing just that, as was revealed by 
your article, “Whizzed away: City 
to move beachfront bathrooms from 
Oceana” (online April 9).

Now we read that the Parks De-
partment by being “responsive to the 

peoples wishes” is moving the bath-
rooms 350 feet to now reside in front 
of the Shorefront Y. So let me try to 
see if I understand the concept of be-
ing “responsive to the people” cor-
rectly: when a very tiny handful of 
wealthy supporters want something 
done, you respond to their demands 
to remove some toilets, but when a 
very large majority of people want 
something, like keep the iconic sta-
tus of a wooden boardwalk that has 
existed for more then 100 years, you 
do nothing as long as you perceive 
them to not be larger donors to your 
election efforts. 

I think I understand the concept 
of responding to the peoples wishes 
much better now. Thanks, Mr. Cym-
browitz, the idea was a little fuzzy 
before. I guess national  level elected 
official aren’t the only purveyors of 
dirty politics. Nelson Levine     

Coney Island

To the editor,
Shavana Abruzzo (“A Britisher’s 

View”) thinks American nation-
alism is unblemished (“America’s 
problem with red, white, and blue,” 
March 20). She is wrong as far as 
American Indians go.

At Wounded Knee, South Da-
kota, Indians gathered to do the 
ghost dance, but because of a misun-
derstanding of the meaning of the 
dance, the cavalry was sent there, 
and the dance was banned. After 
a shot was fired (no one knows by 
whom), the soldiers opened fire. The 
Sioux, mostly unarmed, had women 
and children. This resulted in 146 of 
them being killed. At Sand Creek, 
Colorado, the cavalry attacked the 
peaceful village of Cheyennes and 
Arapahos in a pre-dawn raid. Colo-
nel Chivington said, “I’ve come to 
kill Indians.” His soldiers opened 
fire, even using canons. Indians ran 
to an almost dry river bed trying 
to hide. Soldiers followed them and 
kept shooting. There were 183 Indi-
ans killed, mainly women and chil-
dren.

President Andrew Jackson 
pushed the Indian Removal Bill 
through Congress. It said all Indi-
ans should go to Indian territory 
(now Oklahoma). Many were forced 
by the cavalry to go many miles. 
There were old people, little chil-
dren, sick people, pregnant women. 

Many people could not keep up and 
dropped. Thousands of them died 
along the way.

Shavana says our nationalism is 
“a torch for life, liberty, and the pur-
suit of happiness.” She mentions the 
colonists. Indians taught them how 
to grow crops, but the colonists were 
the first to massacre Indians.

Children in school should learn 
these things. They should learn an 
accurate view of America. History 
class now is propaganda to make us 
think we never did anything wrong. 
That results in people having the 
same view that Shavana has. Of 
course, there are a lot of good things, 
too. Jerome Frank

Coney Island 

To the editor,
So protesters are at it again, 

marching across the Brooklyn 
Bridge, tying up rush hour traffic, 
to protest a handful of unfortunate 
shootings of black perpetrators by 
white policemen. These sad, under 
informed individuals turn a blind 
eye to the literally tens-of-thou-
sands of attacks, rapes, robberies 
and murders of blacks on blacks, 
occurring each year in their own 
neighborhoods.  

Prominent civil rights person-
alities, like Al Sharpton, march in 
lockstep with protesters against 
white policemen while not a word 
is uttered when thousands of blacks 
are killed and maimed at the hands 
of their own. I guess they can’t line 
their pockets and make a buck off of 
these poor souls.

Robert W. Lobenstein
Marine Park

To the editor,
If Jeb Bush runs for president 

he will not get my vote. He is a job 
killer. Back in 1989 he outlawed 
“dwarf tossing” in Florida. Many lit-
tle people lost their income because 
of this ban. It was a safe sport mostly 
played in bars. The dwarfs wore 
helmets and other protective gear 
and were tossed onto a mattress or 
against a wall of velcro. They made 
a pretty good living until then-Gov. 
Bush stopped it. Who is he to decide 
what people do for a living?

Nick Finer
Hallandale, Fla.

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
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everal years ago, my 
roommate and I were 
visiting Istanbul, where 

we did some shopping for 
fancy souvenirs at the very 
congested, jam-packed Grand 
Bazaar. 

After we selected some ap-
propriate gifts for the grand-
children and a few friends, I 
asked the most famous two-
word question: “How much?”  
The clerk broke it down for 
me and gave me a pretty fair 
figure (I think). A few more 
gifts, along with the custom-
ary haggling, and my cost be-
came even more reasonable. I 
had shopped several of these 
items elsewhere and I was 
ready to pay and grab a cab 
back to the hotel when he hit 
me with his question: “How 
are you going to pay?”

Euros? Isn’t that the pre-
ferred currency these days?                    

 “Do you have American 
dollars?” he asked. “I will 
give you an exchange rate 
of ten percent more than to-
day’s rate. That will be an ex-
tra ten percent off your pur-
chases.”

I told him: “Make it twenty 
and you’ve got a deal.” We set-
tled on fifteen.

 As I had left the hotel ear-
lier that day, I jotted down the 
exchange rate for that morn-
ing. Sure enough, he was giv-
ing me fifteen percent better 
than the desk at the hotel. 
Other than what I bought, my 
new friend asked me if I had 
more American money that 
I would be willing to change. 
Knowing I was doing well, I 
pulled out a few more large 
bills. 

 “Why are you doing this?” 
I asked. 

That is when he leaned 
over and whispered, “It is 
only a matter of time when 
these euros sink in value. We 
here have more faith in your 
money than you do.” 

This was too easy. Was I 
being taken? Did he put one 
over on me? 

When I returned to the ho-
tel I checked at the desk, and 
then walked into the bank 
around the corner. Yup! I did 
very well. I had just earned a 
fifteen percent return on my 
money without working or 
investing.

It seems that the ven-
dors in Turkey knew some-
thing that most of us didn’t. 
Whatever their thoughts 
were of the much-heralded 
euros, they preferred Uncle 

Sam’s paper dollars. 
Last year a euro was 

worth almost $1.40. As of this 
writing the current number 
is $1.05. I was tuned in to a fi-
nancial channel and an econ-
omist was talking about the 
“free fall of the euro.” He pre-
dicted parity with the dollar 
by the end of the year, with 
the euro dropping to 85 cents 
next year.

 It’s only my opinion, but 
if you plan to vacation in Eu-
rope this year or next, you 
might want to tuck a few ex-
tra hundred dollar bills into 
that zippered travel belt she 
bought you for Christmas.

Within minutes of the 
liar, Harry Reid, announcing 
his retirement, all political 
minds were focused on our 
own Sen. Charles Schumer 
as his successor. Instantly, 
everyone was reminded of 
the famous gag about this 
publicity seeking hound. 
Just in case you are one of 
the three people on the planet 
who hasn’t heard it, here it is: 
“The most dangerous place to 
stand in Washington, D.C., is 
between Chuck Schumer and 
a camera.”

My president traded five 
first-round Taliban draft 
picks for a possible deserter. 
He then celebrated the occa-
sion with Bowe Bergdahl’s 
parents in a Rose Garden 
ceremony. I am StanGersh-
bein@BellSouth.net telling 
the world once again that my 
president did not think this 
through. He has been get-
ting some pretty lousy advice 
from his staff.

tepford presi-
dential candi-
date Hillary 

Clinton fancies 
herself as an elder 
of American poli-
tics, but the former 
first lady, New York 
senator, and secretary of state 
launched her ballyhooed cam-
paign with the fizz of a bath 
bomb, dragging along a colos-
tomy bag of smelly scandals 
and failed careers. 

Hill’s photoshopped reali-
ties collided with the truth like 
sumo wrestlers, but the Ameri-
can media was too busy bowing 
and scraping to Her Snootiness 
to notice much: “Hillary Rod-
ham Clinton ordered a burrito 
bowl at a Chipotle outside To-
ledo, Ohio,” reported the lofty 
New York Times. Indeed. 

It took the bold British 
press to bust Hill’s chin-wag 
with allegedly ordinary Io-
wans who were actually 
staged groupies, in a preten-
sion ridiculing the everyday 
Americans she claims she 
wants to champion. Spin-
dly, too, was Hill’s whopper
about all her grandparents 

— instead of just one — be-
ing immigrants, although 
her Freudian typo on a press 
release that the “It Takes a 
Village” author had “fought 
children and families all her 
career” was a hoot.

Hill’s chronic disconnect 
with the public — now slightly 
bigger than Mars — wasn’t as 
laughable, but it did advance 
her catalog of incompeten-
cies that by now even the Huli 
wigmen of Papua New Guinea 
must have heard about:

“I don’t know” and “I don’t re-
member” 250 times to congres-
sional investigators probing 
assorted Clinton scandals. 

-
lionaire she claimed a $2 tax 
deduction on knickers she 
donated to charity; later she 
cried poverty while glomming 
$300,000 per speech, complete 

with diva-like de-
mands for boxed 
medals and special 
pillows. 

of state she sulked, 
“What difference 
at this point does it 

make?” when congressional 
investigators inquired why the 
Oval Office blamed the 2012 
Libyan U.S. embassy terror at-
tacks that killed four Ameri-
cans on her abysmal watch on 
a U.S. anti-Islam movie.

account to conduct state busi-
ness and then destroying the 
e-mails without authoriza-
tion birthed E-mailgate.

one of whom recalled to White 
House chronicler Bob Wood-
ward that Hill once informed 
her, “Your problem is you just 
aren’t mean enough.” 

Dora the Explorer would 
make a more suitable presi-
dential stumper than Hillary 
Clinton, who proved as much 
by launching a campaign more 
souped up than a pre-fixe din-
ner menu, and faker than a $3 
bill.

n ad for the School of 
Philosophy once again 
stared at me as I sat on 

the train. My thoughts wan-
dered to kindly, bearded sages 
dispensing the wisdom of the 
ages, pondering the philo-
sophical issues of the day, and 
Mel Brooks. 

My musings centered on 
an issue that ancient philoso-
phers never had to deal with 
— frozen fertilized eggs — and 
what do we do with them?

Sure King Solomon sug-
gested cutting the baby in 
half to figure out who the real 
mother was, and Plato envi-
sioned a civilization governed 
by the pure wisdom of a phi-
losopher, not courts. But what 
of fertilized eggs and who has 
control over their existence? 

Advances in fertility treat-
ments have provided incred-
ible gifts to many couples 
who years ago would have re-
mained childless. But what 
of the philosophical conun-
drums this technology has 
created? 

What happens when the 
eggs are fertilized and the re-
lationship goes sour, and you 

have these frozen beings-to-be 
and you can’t figure out who 
gets them?

That seems to be the case 
between actress Sophia Verg-
era and her ex Nick Loeb. A 
report in the Daily News on 
April 20 has the exes battling 
it out over what to do with 
their frozen embryos.

On the one hand, Nick 
wants to embrace fatherhood, 
thaw them out, pop ‘em into a 
surrogate, and raise the little 

ones as his own. On the other, 
Sophia, who already has an 
adult son of her own, doesn’t 
want any more children, and 
wants to keep the babes-to-be 
on ice indefinitely. To thaw or 
not to thaw? That is the ques-
tion? 

Cutting one in half just 
ain’t going to do the trick this 
time. 

These embryos are, after 
all, little human beings — we 
can’t flush them down the toi-
let like dead gold fish, but how 
long can you realistically keep 
them on ice?

If the biological parents 
can’t decide, or if one par-
ent refuses to allow the other 
parent to have the embryos 
brought to term, who decides? 
The courts? Religion? Dr. 
Phil?

Not for Nuthin,™ but this 
philosophy stuff gave me one 
heck of headache. 

Where is Mel Brooks when 
you need him? I’d like to see 
him coalesce the vapors of this 
human experience into logical 
comprehension. 

Follow me on Twitter @
JDelBuono.

NOT FOR
NUTHIN’

IT’S ONLY
MY 

OPINION

A BRITISHER’S
VIEW
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’m madder than that dumb 
dolphin that made a wrong 
turn at Albuquerque and 

ended up dying in the Gow-
anus Canal over the fact that 
neither rain nor snow nor 
gloom of night will keep me 
from going to the post office 
to get a new passport for my 
latest cross-country trip, but 
I can’t get inside because 
the only way to get in is via 
handicapped-people-hating 
stairs!

Look, you all know the 
ol’Screecher has been riding 
around on his trusty steed 
for more years than he can 
count, and during that time 
I have been unable to leave 
the country — or check out 
the latest FBI most-wanted 
list — because none of the 
post offices near my house 
are Tornado accessible!

In fact, the last time I was 
able to break out of America 
was in 1994 — the year my 
last passport expired — for 
a great trip to my Italian 
motherland that I’ve dreamt 
about since that cold and 
wet December day when we 
touched the ground at JFK!

But now, with a plan to 

visit Florida, I figured it 
was time to get a new pass-
port just in case I end up tak-
ing a ferry to the Bahamas, 
or, more likely, Cuba. Look, 
you have to take advan-
tage of these opportunities 
when they arise. If there’s 
one thing the Screecher has 
learned in his live, it is that!

Anyways, I made the nec-

essary appointments to get 
tagged by the government 
like some kind of endangered 
species, and headed over to 
the Dyker Heights branch, 
which is my second favor-
ite next to the Blythebourne 
one. But when I got there, 
Tornado and I were stopped 
in our tracks by the one six-
inch step at the entrance that 
halted us from making our 
appointed rounds!

Now, I know exactly what 
you are thinking: “Carmine, 
why the heck didn’t you just 
pop a wheely and cruise 
right in?” The answer dear 
reader is simple — physics. 
When it comes to riding Tor-
nado, label me “Fragile,” and 
“This end up!” And Tornado 
gets a bit testy when all three 
wheels aren’t on the ground. 
I wasn’t about to risk falling 
over when I knew full well 
that every post office is re-
quired by the highest law in 
the land to give me full ac-
cess whenever I need it!

And that’s exactly what I 
told the manager when she 
came out to see what the fuss 
was all about.

That’s right, I made a 

fuss, as is my wont.
Turns out, she was nice 

enough. She had my lovely 
wife Sharon go inside with 
all the necessary paperwork 
and — more importantly — 
checks for almost 400 of my 
hard-earned dollars (I don’t 
have direct deposit), while I 
waited outside munching on 
a dynamic sandwich I got at 
this week’s shameless plug, 
Theresa’s Home Cooking at 
8303 13th Avenue between 
82nd and 83rd street. It had 
mozzarella, peppers, chicken 
cutlet, lettuce, tomatoes, and 
oil and vinegar to wash it 
down. All stuffed inside a de-
licious roll that would have 
knocked my aunt Connie’s 
socks off! Kudos to the staff 
there, Colleen, Anthony, 
Toni, and Gabby for all their 
help while we waited.

The whole thing took 
about an hour, in which time 
I was able to down the sand-
wich al fresco on the first 
beautiful, sun-drenched day 
of the year. 

Thankfully, it was quite 
balmy out, and that saved 
us from the latest first-class 
hell that is Access-A-Ride. 

We finished earlier than ex-
pected and we called to get 
an bus before 3:16 pm. For 
the next four hours, I had to 
call Access-A-Ride every 15 
minutes to be told each time 
to call back in 15 minutes. 
And each time I called, I was 
told the bus would be there 
in 1 minute! Lies! 

In fact, the bus never 
came, and my poor wife Sha-
ron and had to split up, with 
here taking a cab I couldn’t 
fit in, and me hopping on the 
B64 that drops me off right 
in front of my house.

Now for this week’s 
Screecher Senior Tip on How 
to Live Forever.

I heard on the Eyewitness 
News that drinking lots of 
chamomile tea is the secret 
way to avoid thyroid cancer. 
So I quickly headed out to 
buy as much of this miracle 
cure as I could get my hands 
on.

As you are reading this, 
dear reader, I am sitting 
back enjoying my third glass 
of the day.

Now, if you’ll excuse me, I 
have to go to the bathroom

Screech at you next week!

BIG
SCREECHER
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HARBOR WATCH
Army offi cials have 

brought a state-of-the-art sys-
tem, to Hawaii, to destroy 
several historic munitions, 
beginning in late April.

The system, known as the 
Explosive Destruction Sys-
tem, or EDS, is visiting Ha-
waii to destroy 10 World War 
I/World War II-era chemical 
munitions that were recov-
ered from the range, between 
2009 and 2012 during range 
clearance activities.

“The Army no longer uses 
these types of munitions,” 
said Col. Richard Fromm, 
commander, U.S. Army Gar-
rison-Hawaii. “However, as 
a matter of safety and envi-
ronmental stewardship, we 
have a responsibility to en-
sure that when we fi nd these 
types of historic munitions, 
we also safely destroy them.”

The EDS is the Army’s 
proven technology to destroy 
recovered chemical muni-
tions. It provides transport-
able, on-site treatment and 
destruction in a contained, en-
vironmentally sound manner.

“It’s really an impressive 
system,” said Rob Snyder, 
EDS site project manager, 
Recovered Chemical Mate-
riel Directorate, or RCMD, 
U.S. Army Chemical Materi-
als Activity.

Snyder is part of a joint 
team from RCMD and the 
Army’s Edgewood Chemical 
Biological Center, which will 
be destroying the munitions.

“There are layers upon lay-
ers of safeguards that were 
built into the EDS design,” 
Snyder said. “We utilize re-
dundant containment capa-
bilities coupled with real-time 
video and air monitoring, to 
ensure the protection of the 
system operators, the commu-
nity and the environment.”

Containment capabilities 
include the EDS itself, as well 
as an environmental enclo-
sure surrounding the system. 
This enclosure is monitored 
by multiple video and air 
monitors, and is connected to 
an air fi ltration system that 
fi lters all air exiting the en-
closure. Flooring beneath the 
enclosure also acts as a safe-
guard in the event of a spill.

Since its fi rst mission in 
2001, the EDS has been used to 
destroy more than 1,855 items 
nationwide.

This is the second time 
the Army has brought a sys-
tem to Hawaii to destroy re-
covered chemical munitions. 
In 2008, the Army used a 
similar system to success-
fully destroy 71 munitions 
containing the same type of 
chemical fi lls.

HARBOR WATCH
Capt. Frances Young used 

to have doughnut day with her 
family every weekend.

After fi lling up on donuts 
with her husband and two 
children, ages 3 and 4, she said 
she would get an initial sugar 
rush and then feel sleepy and 
crash for the rest of the day.

Young, who is the offi cer 
in charge for the Mother Baby 
Unit at Darnall Army Medical 
Center on Fort Hood, Texas, 
said she was not just tired all 
the time, she was feeling de-
pressed with how she was feel-
ing about herself and her lack 
of motivation.

And, it was not just dough-
nuts, Young said. She would 
snack on junk food throughout 
the week and was “completely 
oblivious to serving size and 
healthy foods.” She said she 
was pushing the Army height/
weight limits too.

Fitness was taking a hit as 
well. Young said activity was 
basically just preparing for 
the twice-a-year Army physi-
cal fi tness test. She said she 
was doing the bare minimum 
necessary to pass.

So out of shape she was, she 
said she could not do a single 
pull-up, lunge, or even hold 
herself up on a foam roller. 

October 2013 marked the 
low point in her life, Young 
said. That is when her weight 
was the highest and her fi t-
ness was the lowest. 

That month, she said she 
saw a Performance Triad 
fl yer, and something clicked. 
She realized that she needed 
to make a change before her 
life spiraled out of control.

Performance Triad is the 
Army’s focus on sleep, activ-
ity and nutrition, as a way to 
improve resilience and reduce 
injuries.

Young joined a gym, got a 
personal trainer and started 
strength training three times 
a week, and cardio four times 
a week. 

Right away, she said she 

noticed improvements in her 
strength and running speed, 
and her mood improved. Be-
sides that, she was feeling 
more productive at work.

At the same time, she said 
she changed her diet. She 
added a variety of fruits and 
vegetables to her diet and did 
the same for her children. The 
kids started to enjoy snacking 
on healthy foods, she said.

She also dumped doughnut 
day, replacing that activity 
with weekend park day, where 
she and the children play in 
the playground. 

“I honestly was already 
getting around seven to eight 
hours of sleep per night, but 
it was a poor quality of sleep. 
I was sleeping, or shall I say, 
crashing due to poor dietary 
choices and would come home, 
eat a big bowl of ice cream or 
cereal before bed as a snack 
and fall asleep, only to wake 
up in the middle of the night, 
hungry again. 

“Once I changed my nutri-
tion to eating more mindfully, 
I was able to have an improved 
quality of sleep,” she said. “Ex-
ercising and increasing my ac-
tivity level also helped ensure 
I was sleeping through the 
night and waking up re-ener-
gized for the next day.”

After three months of fi t-

ness improvement, Young 
took it up a notch and in Jan-
uary 2014, she entered her 
gym’s body transformation 
challenge. She was up against 
many others in her age cat-
egory from more than 650 na-
tional gyms. She took fi rst 
place in her age group for be-
ing the most improved. 

People at work took notice 
too, she said, particularly af-
ter she had to get new uni-
forms after dropping down 
two sizes.

As the weeks passed, 
Young grew stronger and 
stronger. The ultimate moti-
vation pump came in August 
2014, when she volunteered for 
air assault school, something 
she said she would never have 
dreamed of doing.

The school is tough, she 
said, and includes 12-mile 
ruck marches and rappelling 
out of helicopters. She said she 
thrived on it and passed the 
course.

Young is now transition-
ing to a new job at the medical 
center — as offi cer in charge 
of the postpartum section.

“Performance Triad re-
ally changed every aspect of 
my career and my lifestyle,” 
she said. “I’ve been able to do 
things I thought I’d never be 
able to do.”

Changing her routine helped lose the pounds

CONTROLLED DEMOLITION: The explosive destruction system is a 
safe and effective means of destroying chemical munitions. The blast 
and vapor are contained inside the chamber.  U.S. Army 

SVELTE SERVICEWOMEN: Capt. Frances Young with Lt. Gen. Patricia 
Horoho, the Army’s surgeon general in Va. on April 1.  U.S. Army

Fruits, not donuts

Chemical weapons 
safely destroyed
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HARBOR WATCH
Resilience, leadership and 

achievement are a few of the 
traits that earned six youths ac-
claim from senior leaders dur-
ing Operation Homefront’s 7th-
annual Military Child of the 
Year Award Gala in Arlington, 
Va., April 16.

Gen. Martin E. Dempsey, 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff and keynote speaker, and 
Jason Brown, a former profes-
sional athlete, honored the sac-
rifi ces of some two million mili-
tary children around the world. 
Out of more than 500 nomina-
tions, six were chosen, repre-
senting each service branch, 
including an Army child, who 
created a nonprofi t organiza-
tion to help wounded warriors.

“Our awardees have pursued 
excellence; they’ve made it a pri-
ority to serve others. They’ve 
inspired us. They’ve done it 
with character,” Dempsey said. 
Brown said he was honored to 
speak during the event, which 
took place at the Ritz-Carlton 
hotel, and was inspired by the 
military children. While he 
has never personally served in 
the military, his older brother, 
Lester Bernard Brown II, paid 
the ultimate sacrifi ce, Sept. 20, 
2003, in Afghanistan, while 
serving in the Army.

“I’ve been so touched by 
military families,” Brown 
said. “And my big brother 
was everything. He gave me 
encouragement every single 

day. He wanted me to be an 
even better person than he 
was. He was a hero. And these 
kids, I was invited here to in-
spire them but after learning 
about them, I’m the one who’s 
inspired, ” he said.

Each April - the Month of 
the Military Child - the win-
ner from each service branch 
receives a $10,000 cash award 
and a laptop, and is fl own here 
with a parent or guardian for a 
special recognition ceremony.

It’s the Army for Cavan 
McIntyre-Brewer, 13, he likes 
to stand up for veterans. 

Army Vice Chief of Staff 
Gen. Daniel Allyn said McIn-
tyre-Brewer “is an incredibly 
quiet, humble and shy individ-
ual who exemplifi es a spirit of 
selfl ess service.”

This is the fi rst year a child 
was chosen for the Army and 
Air National Guard.

“I’m really proud to be able 
to represent my branch and 
to bring light to what we go 
through, too, as military chil-
dren,” Zach Parsons, 16, said.

Gen. Frank Grass, chief, 
National Guard Bureau 
echoed his sentiment. “What 
a great opportunity to include 
a Guard Family here tonight,” 
Grass said. “It’s been tough for 
my mom and I but it’s helped 
me develop a lot of character 
traits and skills I now have so 
I can be a leader in my com-
munity and I can be success-
ful in 4-H,” said Zach.

For Air Force winner Sarah 
Hesterman, 16, she wanted to 
relate to girls across the world 
and to have a voice for those 
who did not. While her fam-
ily is stationed in Qatar, she 
founded Girl Up Qatar, a club 
that works to promote the 
rights of women and girls in 
the Middle East and around 
the world, and is a part of the 
United Nations Foundation 
program Girl Up. “The tradi-
tion of service and excellence 
and character runs in her fam-
ily,” said Air Force Lt. Gen. Ste-
phen Hoog, assistant vice chief 
of staff and director, Air Staff, 
Headquarters Air Force.

Caleb Parsons, 18, took care 
of three younger siblings while 
his parents were deployed. Dur-
ing that time, he maintained a 
4.21 grade point average, was 
named outstanding cadet three 
times in junior Air Force ROTC 
and earned the Daedalian 
Award for patriotism. 

“These are not children 
but people wise beyond their 
years,” said Coast Guard Com-
mandant Adm. Paul Zukunft.

Christopher-Raul Rodri-
guez, 17, faced adversity when 
his mother left his alcoholic 
biological father and lived for 
two years in women’s shelters 
and temporary living facili-
ties. Rodriguez credits her de-
termination to fi nd a job and 
the motivation he received 
from his mother and stepfa-
ther to his success.

Armed forces recognize the military kids

HARBOR WATCH
A new database at the 

U.S. Army Natick Soldier Re-
search, Development and En-
gineering Center is a perfect 
fi t for America’s soldiers. 

The ANSUR II 3-D Shape 
Database uses three-dimen-
sional shapes and contour 
data to improve the fi t of 
clothing and equipment for 
warfi ghters. It incorporates 
the latest Army anthropo-
metric survey data and 3-D 
whole body scans, providing 
a searchable platform for the 
data and the 3-D shapes. 

The center completed the 
latest comprehensive anthro-
pometric survey of Soldiers, 
called ANSUR II, in 2012. The 
previous survey was com-
pleted in 1988. The 2012 sur-
vey set out to address changes 
in Army personnel body size 
and shape, and the resulting 
data showed that Soldiers 
have increased in overall 
body girth since 1988. The 
new study also set out to doc-
ument the sizing needs of the 
increasing number of women 
serving in the military.

The 2012 data collection 
included 3-D scans of the 
head, foot and entire body. 
This innovation provided 
geometric and morphologi-
cal data on military person-
nel that could not be obtained 
through traditional body 
measurement techniques. 

Dr. Peng Li, a com-
puter scientist on 
Naticks’anthropology team, is 
working on a novel approach 
to use all of the 3-D scan in-
formation to defi ne common 
shapes for items, such as body 
armor and helmets. Scans 
provide contour information 
that is essential for proper fi t.

“Peng has been working on 
tools to make the body scans 
more accessible and more us-
able,” said Steve Paquette, a 
research anthropologist and 
team leader for the research’s 
anthropology team. 

“We developed our own 
shape descriptor and query 
method for 3-D body scans,” Li 
said. “It will help determine 
different shapes for body ar-
mor and protection and gear 
for heads and faces.”

“The anthropology team’s 
primary mission is to main-
tain ‘the’ data base on soldier 
body size,” Paquette said. 
“This has been true since 
Natick opened. Most of the 
data over the years have been 

traditional measurements 
that you take with calipers 
and tape measures. With the 
2012 study, we also took body 
scans, and it’s those 3-D scans 
that Peng has been working 
with. He is developing tools for 
searching 3-D shapes. 

“Say if you want to search 
for someone with a narrow 
head, or a wide head, Peng 
has been working on a shape 
searching tool. We not only 
collect data on soldiers, we 
also develop tools to better use 
the data.”

“The ANSURII 3-D Shape 
Database is an integrated da-
tabase that provides access 
to both traditional measure-
ments and 3-D scans collected 
in ANSUR II survey,” Li said. 
“It allows a user to search 
or query body dimensions 
and shapes, and to download 
search results in spreadsheet 
and 3-D surface fi les.”

The goal was to acquire 
data from males and females 
to help Army engineers, sci-
entists and designers develop 
equipment, clothing, shelters, 
airplane cockpits, and vehicle 
crew stations that best serve 
the dimensions of the soldier. 
The study included 7,435 men 
and 3,922 women. 

Based on their access to 
data of body measurements 
and their ability to analyze 
the data, Paquette’s anthro-
pology team, which includes 
Li, a computer scientist, and 
Brian Corner, a 3-D morphol-
ogist, played a key role in the 
design of female body armor. 

Women’s body dimensions 
are very different from their 
male counterparts, and they 
need equipment designed for 
them specifi cally. Smaller ver-
sions of items developed for 
males do not fi t female soldiers 
properly. Team members de-
vised eight new sizes based 
on the female anatomy data. 
They provided statistics based 
on those theoretical sizes.

SUIT UP: Natick soldiers check 
out new uniforms.  David J Kamm

SMILE!: U.S. Army Gen. Daniel B. Allyn, Vice Chief of Staff of the Army, presents Army Child of the Year Cavan 
Grey McIntyre-Brewer with a trophy during the 2015 Military Child of the Year Awards Gala, in Arlington, Va., 
April 16, 2015.  Sean Harp

3D armor for 
female soldiers

Children’s Awards
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By Vanessa Ogle

He is a Jesus Christ superstar!
An actor will perform almost 

all of the book of Mark and a sliver 
of Luke at a Carroll Gardens church on 
April 25.

The show, “Saint Mark’s Gospel: An 
After-Dinner Entertainment,” will be 
delivered verbatim from the Kings James 
Version Bible — but the theological thes-
pian said even those who find the text 
hellish to read through will enjoy his live 
performance, which really brings the story 
to life.

“The dialogue is very concise, quick, and 
very funny,” said performer Christopher 
Johnson, who lives in Prospect Heights 

and memorized the show over 18 months. 
“It is hard to read the stuff on paper … but 
it is an incredibly rich text.”

The two-and-a-half hour show, which 
includes a 15-minute intermission, com-
prises Mark chapter one, verse one through 
chapter 16, verse 11, as well as the last 
chapter of Luke. But for all the scrip-
ture, the show is more matter-of-fact than 
mystical, according to Johnson, who said 
that the author of Mark penned a realistic 
savior. 

“I just fell in love with the Jesus he 
presents, because he is so human,” he 
said, adding that the messiah didn’t mince 
words. “You get the feeling he really 
enjoys the intellectual bickering — he 

always wins with a zinger.”
Johnson also said he chose to omit the 

later chapters of Mark and end with Luke 
— which he said closely mimics the author 
of Mark’s style — to keep the performance 
down-to-Earth. He said it is a consensus 
among scholars that Mark’s current ending 
was probably tacked on by early churches 
to add theology and finish the book with 
a classical closure — but he said the addi-
tions ruin the text. 

“It is a terrible piece of writing,” he 
said. “The language changes, the rhythm 
changes.”

Johnson said he will perform the one-
man show — which features old-fashioned 
language and a simple costume — as it 

most likely would have been staged in 
first-century Rome, when biblical perfor-
mances were common after-dinner enter-
tainment in private homes.

And you don’t have to be a Christian 
to watch the show — even heathen theater 
buffs will appreciate the performance, 
Johnson said.

“It is as credible as any real theater is,” 
he said.

“Saint Mark’s Gospel: An After-Dinner 
Entertainment” at Saint Paul’s Church 
[199 Carroll St. between Clinton and 
Court streets in Carroll Gardens, (718) 
625–4126, www.brownpapertickets.com/
event/1351017]. April 25 at 7:30 pm. $20 
($15 students and seniors).

Actor to perform book of Mark in Carroll Gardens church

He’s not the messiah — he just plays one on 
stage: Actor Christopher Johnson will perform the 
Gospel of Mark inside a church. Photo by Todd France

Gospel show!
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By Max Jaeger

They’re turning over a new 
page on an old master.

A band of Brooklyn 
authors are celebrating late Bay 
Ridge literary giant Gilbert 
Sorrentino’s birthday by reading 
from his canon at St. Joseph’s 
College on April 27. A Ridge-
born publishing executive said 
it is all part of his ongoing plan 
to start a Sorrentino renaissance 
among the borough’s bookish.

“I kept on waiting for a 
Sorrentino revival to start — 
especially given the fact that 
Brooklyn has become this almost 
cliche of a red-hot literary terri-
tory — so I kept on waiting for all 
the Brooklyn writers to discover 
this native Brooklyn author, but 
they haven’t yet,” said author and 
Doubleday editor Gerry Howard, 
who grew up on Fourth Avenue 
near 78th Street.

Howard discovered Sorrentino 
when he reluctantly returned to 
Bay Ridge after graduating from 
Cornell University, he said. He 
dreaded the prospect of laying 
roots in what he thought of as a 
parochial backwater, but read-
ing Sorrentino’s treatment of the 
neighborhood in his 1970 novel 
“Steelwork” helped change his 
perspective.

“I didn’t really know that writ-
ers came from Bay Ridge, let 
alone write superb novels about 
it, and it just blew me away,” he 
said. “He was very clear-eye and 
unsentimental. His characters — 
a lot of them — were very alive 
and vividly rendered but a lot of 
them also seemed a bit trapped by 
their circumstances and limited 
in their outlook. But he was never 
snobby or superior about it — he 
had a real feel for working-class 
life and that’s not very common 
in American literature.”

Sorrentino was born in Bay 
Ridge in 1929 and attended PS 
102 with childhood friend and 
fellow author Hubert Selby Jr. He 
taught at several colleges, includ-
ing Stanford University, before 
retiring to Bay Ridge. He died 
there in 2006.

Howard partnered with Fort 
Greene’s Greenlight Bookstore 
to organize the event — the book 
purveyors pulled strings to secure 
the venue, and Howard pulled 
together the talent, said store 

owner Jessica Stockton Bagnulo. 
Readers slated for the birthday 

bash include award-winning nov-
elist Don DeLillo, Sorrentino’s son 
Christopher,  and “Marine Park” 
author Mark Chiusano . Chiusano, 
a Marine Park native, said he also 
identified with Sorrentino’s pas-
sages about living in a far-flung 
part of Brooklyn.

“I came to Sorrentino through 

‘The Moon and its Flight’ — a 
story about a young guy who’s 
sorely, sickly in love, who lives in 
Brooklyn and is sad about that and 
wants to move to Manhattan,” he 
said. “Growing up in Brooklyn, it 
resonated with me.”

Howard and  Ridge scribe 
Henry Stewart  will also lead a 
walking tour of the neighborhood 
on May 3, passing by some of 
Sorrentino’s old haunts and cap-
ping the walk off with a thin-crust 
slice reminiscent of Sorrentino’s 
favorite pizzeria Lento’s, which 
has closed. Like the reading, the 
tour is gratis, Howard said.

“You’ll have to pay for your 
pizza, but that aside, this is a 
public service,” he said.

Gilbert Sorrentino Birthday 
Tribute at St. Joseph’s College, 
Tuohy Hall [245 Clinton Ave. 
between Dekalb Avenue and 
Willoughby Street in Clinton Hill, 
www.greenlightbookstore.com, 
(718) 246–0200]. April 27 at 7:30 
pm. Free.

By Max Jaeger

He’s the greatest Bay Ridge author 
you’ve never heard of, lit fans say. 

Sorrentino was born and died 
in Bay Ridge, and turned a lovingly criti-
cal eye on his home ’hood in many of his 
novels. Here are a few standout selections 
featuring the beautiful 11209.

“Steelwork” 1970
Bay Ridge 

itself is round-
ly considered 
the main char-
acter in this 
c o l l e c t i o n 
of vignettes. 
Focused on 
Bay Ridge 
from 1935 
to 1950, the 
novel offers 
a “sharply 
etched and 
ch ronolog i-
cally shuffled 
vignettes of 
working-class Brooklyn types 
gradually corrupted by wartime and post-
war prosperity,” according to Sorrentino 
devotee and Doubleday editor Gerald 
Howard.

“The Moon in its Flight” 2004
Sor rent ino’s 

13-page short 
story exposes 
the physical and 
cultural isola-
tion his love-
lorn protagonist 
feels living in 
the relatively 
h o m o g e n o u s 
and far-f lung 
reaches of Bay 
Ridge in 1948. 
Returning from 
a date with an 
u p p e r - c r u s t 
Bronxite, the working-class protagonist 
refuses to even think of his love in Bay 
Ridge’s confines “so that he would not have 
to place her subtle finesse in these streets of 
vulgar hells, benedictions, and incense.”

“Red the Fiend” 1995
Sorrentino profiles Red, a Catholic 

boy living on 68th Street, as he descends 
into savagery at the hands of his abusive 
grandmother. Sorrentino “recreates with 
immaculate care Red’s brutally dysfunc-
tional family and the dangerous city streets 
(circa 1940) into which the boy escapes,” 

according to a 1994 Publisher’s Weekly 
review.

“Crystal Vision” 1981
All 78 of the vignettes comprising 

“Crystal Vision” take place in a Bay Ridge 
candy shop. Sorrentino loads the novel 
with delicious historical tidbits, like a list 
of old-timey Brooklyn candies, and at one 
point, “characters argue, with hilariously 
excruciating specificity, about the names of 
the series of parks that stretch about a mile 
from Fort Hamilton Parkway to the shore,” 
neighborhood scribe Henry Stewart wrote 
in a 2014 piece for Electric Lit.

“Little Casino” 2002
Stacked like a 

deck of cards, “Little 
Casino” offers 52 
little episodes cen-
tered on post-war 
Bay Ridge. You 
may never get to 
meet Sorrentino 
for coffee at the 
Bridgeview Diner 
(he died in 2006), 
but his familiar 
style and com-
mentary on each 
chapter are the next best thing.

Gil-ded pages: Sorrentino’s Ridge-centric works

Writers hope to resurrect local author’s fame

THE BARD OF 
BAY RIDGE
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Fan fiction: (Above) Gilbert Sorrentino enthusiast and author Gerry Howard at 
Sorrentino’s alma mater PS 102. (Left) The late author Gilbert Sorrentino, who we 
are now calling the “Bard of Bay Ridge.” Pass it on. 

Vi
vi

an
 O

rt
iz

Ph
ot

o 
by

 G
eo

rg
in

e 
Be

nv
en

ut
o



COURIER LIFE, APRIL 24-30, 2015 45  24-7

Closed Monday; 
Open for Dinner Tuesday – Sunday starting at 5pm

Saturday & Sunday Brunch 11 – 3

209 4th Ave. /corner of Union St./ 

MOTHER’S DAY BRUNCH

—OR—
MOTHER’S DAY DINNER

CALL FOR RESERVATIONS!

Join us for Mother’s Day!  
Sunday, May 10th

$1195 Price Fixed Menu
Includes Beverage, Entree and a Treat

7721 3rd Avenue, Bay Ridge, Brooklyn
718-989-8951

FREE DELIVERY

CHOICE OF APPETIZER

CHOICE OF ENTRÉE

Egg Battered, Sautéed with White Wine, Shallots, Lemon, Butter

with Lemon Saffron Sauce

White Wine, Garlic, Lemon Butter Sauce

Sautéed Boneless Chicken Cutlet with Portabella Mushroom & Marsala Wine

($8.00 Extra)
with Herb Butter or Aù Poivre Sauce 

($8.00 Extra)
with Au Jus & Mint Jelly

All Entrées served with Potato or Rice and Fresh Vegetable

CHOICE OF DESSERT

$3895
Per person +

tax & gratuity

ADULTS CHILDREN’S MENU 
        $18.95 Per child +

tax & gratuity

ACCEPTING RESERVATIONS - CALL EARLY

718 -989 - 8952
Live Music

All Weekend

LUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCH

Prix Fixe Mothers Day Menu
Includes: Tuscan Vegetable Soup or Salad of Baby Greens w/ Balsamic Vinaigrette 

Appetizers:
 Fried Calamari 
w/ Spicy Marinara Sauce .............................. 7.95
 Jumbo Shrimp Cocktail (3)
served with a Tomato Horseradish Sauce..11.95

 Fresh Mozzarella & Beefsteak Tomato
with Balsamic Vinaigrette ............................8.95
 Deep Fried Mozzarella Sticks
with Tomato Sauce  ............................... 7.95

 Crabmeat Stuffed Mushroom Caps ....10.95

Entrées: 
Lemon Pepper Herb Chicken Baked ½ 

Chicken with Sautéed Spinach .............24.95
Roast Prime Rib of Beef,  
Au Jus.. ................................... 41.95

N.Y. Sirloin Steak 
  Served with Herb Butter ...........39.95

Filet Mignon Grilled 10oz Filet w/ Red
   Wine Mushroom Sauce ............40.95

 
Chicken Cordon Blue 
Stuffed w/ Swiss Cheese and Ham ..........31.95
Pan Seared Salmon 
w/ a Herb Butter Sauce .........................29.95
 Shrimp & Beef Filet Mignon & Shrimp with 
Red Wine Mushroom Sauce ...................43.95
Penne with Shrimp
In a Pink Vodka Cream Sauce .................28.95

Children’s Menu:
Includes Soup, Entrée and Dessert

Choice of:
Chicken Fingers with French Fries....................17.95
Penne with Marinara or Butter Sauce......... ........15.95

Reserve Early

Happy Mother’s Day

DINE OUT MOTHER’S DAY
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By Trupti Rami

They’re the oldest tricks in the 
book — but with a new spin. 

A Japanese-American 
magician will use his illusions — 
and his cultural heritage — when he 
performs at the Brooklyn Botanic 
Garden’s Sakura Matsuri cherry 
blossom festival on April 26. 

“I mainly perform classic magic 
pieces that have been around for 
decades,” said magician Rich 
Kameda, who will conjure up two 
shows at park’s annual Japanese 
culture extravaganza. “But when I 
perform them, I bring along my 
perspective of being a Japanese-
American magician.”

For example, Kameda said, he 
begins one trick by mentioning 
famed Japanese animator Hayao 
Miyazaki. First, an audience mem-
ber selects a card from a deck. Then 
Kameda draws a picture of a deck 
of cards. And then, seemingly by 
magic, the picture animates to show 
the selected card.

And in his closing trick, Kameda 
tears a Japanese newspaper several 
times. As he talks to the audience 
about the Japanese approach to the 
arts, the newspaper becomes whole 
again.

Kameda said he also studies 
Japanese magic texts to help craft 
his routine — a process that is some-
times slow and difficult, because 
many of the older books are written 
in Old Japanese.

“It’s like Old English and mod-
ern English,” said Kameda, who 
also calls himself the “Astonishing 
Asian.”

Kameda has been attending the 
Sakura Matsuri Festival since long 
before he first waved a magic wand. 
The trickster said he was at the very 
first festival when he was 12, help-
ing out as his dad’s booth for the 
Japanese-American Lion’s Cub and 
also participating in a demonstration 
of kendo — a Japanese sword-based 
martial art. As an adult, he has 
performed at the celebration for the 
past four years, and says he loves 
the crowd that flocks to the gardens 
to revel in traditional and modern 
Japanese culture. 

“My favorite part is the feedback 
I get from the audiences watching 
the show,” Kameda said.

This year’s festival, which runs 
April 25 and 26, will also feature 
dance, sword fighting, fashion 
shows, taiko drumming, manga 
comic workshops, and tea ceremo-
nies, amongst many other perfor-
mances and activities.

Rich Kameda at the 34th Sakura 
Matsuri Festival at the Brooklyn 
Botanic Garden [990 Washington 
Ave. between President and Carroll 
streets in Prospect Heights, (718) 
623–7200, www.bbg.org]. April 26 
at 2:15 pm and 4 pm. $25 ($20 
students and seniors, free for kids 
under 12).

By Max Jaeger

Poetry and opera? The Ridge is 
getting classy this weekend! 

Sure, there is the obliga-
tory smattering of barroom rock, 
but for this installment of Bay Ridge 
Nights, we’re peppering in a few 
higher-brow suggestions for your 
inner intelligentsia. Oh, and don’t 
worry, you can still get loaded.

We’re easing you in on Friday. 
Go to No Quarter (8015 Fifth Ave. 
between 80th and 81st streets) at 
9 pm to catch the Art of B — also 
known as neighborhood singer-
songwriter Bart Tesoriero — lay 
down the smoothest, most soulful 
set of acoustic guitar music since 
Otis Redding.

On Saturday, it is time to take 
the plunge. Head over to Trinity 
Lutheran Church (9020 Third Ave. 
between 90th and 91st streets), where 
the LaForza dell’Opera Company 
will hit the highlights from Giuseppe 
Verdi’s opera “La Traviata” at 7 pm. 
And don’t worry if you don’t speak 

Italian or are too soused to follow 
on-stage contextual clues — a nar-
rator will be there to shepherd you 
through the operatic bliss.

Don’t be surprised when you 
wake up on Sunday with a few 
strains from one of Verdi’s arias still 
flitting through your ears — we have 
the medicine for that. Bound over 

to the the Salty Dog (7509 Third 
Ave. between Bay Ridge Parkway 
and 76th Street) for the rockin’-est 
Memorial Day Parade fund-raiser in 
the history of Memorial Day Parade 
fund-raisers. Five bands will shake 
the Dog to its very core starting at 
1:30 pm. We could tell you which 
acts, but you’ll go either way to 
support the cause. You don’t hate 
veterans, do you?

And if it is the last Sunday of the 
month, that can mean only one thing 
— the Bay Ridge Poet’s Society 
returns to the Owl’s Head (479 
74th St. between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues) at 7 pm. It is the think-
ing man’s party in the drinking 
man’s bar. You can sip Sauvignon 
blanc and talk Gil Sorrentino with 
other local literary types while Bay 
Ridge’s bards recite their original 
work. It is the most fun you can 
have without getting into a bar fight, 
which we don’t recommend — those 
poets have sharp tongues and even 
sharper pens!

By Trupti Rami

They’re ordering hits 
with a side of salsa!  

A Williamsburg 
band is attempting to revive 
the salsa music that was pop-
ular in 1960s and ’70s New 
York by infusing modern 
indie-rock song with Latin 
rhythms and hot horn lines, 
the group’s lead said. 

“The goal is to expand the 
salsa genre and help bring 
it back to life,” said Gianni 
Mano, bandleader of the 
10-piece Williamsburg Salsa 
Orchestra, which will play 
a free show at the Central 
Library on April 30 as part 
of the Central Brooklyn Jazz 
Festival. 

Mano said he started the 
band five years ago after 
hearing the song “ My Girls ” 
by experimental four-piece 
Animal Collective and think-
ing it would make a great 
yambu — a style of Cuban 
rumba. So he wrote an 
arrangement for that song as 
well as ones from TV on the 
Radio, Camera Obscura, and 
others and recorded a demo. 
Friends and music blogs gave 
their thumbs up, so he put 
a band together and started 
organizing live shows. 

It may sound like a strange 
stylistic fusion, but Mano said 

today’s indie bands capture 
the spirit of the salsa scene in 
its heyday.

“While much of modern 
salsa has grown formulaic, 
the indie scene was still ‘any-
thing goes’ and so it seemed 
like a good match,” he said. 

The orchestra, which 
has a monthly residency at 
Brooklyn Bowl, includes 
vocals, piano, bass, three per-
cussionists, and four or five 
horns, said Mano, who plays 
timbales in the group.

At the Central Library 
performance, Mano said the 
band will play re-imagined 
covers of “Lonely Boy” by the 
Black Keys, “L.E.S. Artistes” 
by Santigod, and “Cheated 
Hearts” by the Yeah Yeah 
Yeahs. He said you may have 
heard these songs before — 
but you’ve never heard them 
like this.

“If you haven’t heard a big 
salsa orchestra in a while, or 
ever, you will be amazed at 
the power and subtlety of the 
band,” Mano said.

The Williamsburg Salsa 
Orchestra at the Central 
Library [10 Grand Army Plaza 
between Eastern Parkway and 
Flatbush Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 230–2100, www.
bklynlibrary.org]. April 30 at 7 
pm. Free.

Salsa band plays library

Magician brings tricks, heritage to cherry blossom fest

Spicing it up: Williamsburg Salsa Orchestra bandleader Gianni Miano and 
lead singer Solange Prat. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Three-ring circus: Magician Rich Kameda will will bring his Japanese-influenced tricks 
to the Sakura Matsuri Festival at the Botanic Garden. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Rumba in the 
bookshop

FLOWER POWER!

Don your fancy pants in Bay Ridge
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A family run business since 1970—and still running strong!

An authentic Spanish and Mexican restaurant
located in New York’s West Village. Since 1970,
Tio Pepe has been serving up Spanish cuisine
at its finest. Their recently revised menu
showcases the simple, traditional food flavors
of Spanish culture.

Our Executive Chef Jose Zamora is a native of
Tarragona, Spain. Beginning his career at a
family friend’s restaurant, he received two
culinary degrees, one from Cordon Blue in the
U.S. and one from the Institution Culinario de
Cambrils in Spain. His cooking is inspired by
both Spanish and French cuisine. Jose is
devoted to using the best ingredients and
implementing a simplistic stylist technique
with dynamic presentation. His goal is to
provide a memorable dining experience
through passionately created culinary dishes. 

168 W. 4th Street, NYC 212.242.6480

1619 718-331-2221
 

RATED #1 
DINER IN BROOKLYN

BY THE DAILY NEWS

FREE PARKING ON PREMISES
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

Enjoy a FREE 
Glass of Wine 
with Dinner

Coffee or Soda 
with Lunch 
and Dinner

(with this ad)DINER & RESTAURANT

DINE OUT MOTHER’S DAY

Appetizers (Choice of One)
Dublin Crab Cakes

Reuben Spring Rolls
Jumbo Shrimp Cocktail

Homemade Lobster Bisque
Field Greens Salad

Entrees (Choice of One)
Stuffed Braised Loin of Pork

Stuffed Jumbo Shrimp
Grilled Salmon

Stuffed Filet of Sole
Chicken Saltimbocca

Pistachio Crusted Rack of Lamb 
($5 Additional)

Grilled Filet Mignon ($5 Additional)

All selections will include 
Chef’s choice of potato and vegetable

Desserts (Choice of One)
Chocolate Marquis

Apple Tart
Berries and Cream

Mother’s Day Menu • $42*

*Plus Tax on all and 18% Gratuity Added
on all parties of 6 or more

Not just an Irish Pub

Kid’s Menu $14.95* 
Entrees (Choice of One) 

Chicken Fingers & Fries,
Cheeseburger/Hamburger & Fries

Macaroni & Cheese
Desserts (Choice of One) 

Chocolate Mousse
Ice Cream Sundae

www.WickedMonk.com    |         WickedMonk
9510 - 3rd Ave. Brooklyn, NY 11209    |    347-497-5152

RESTAURANTCOLANDREA
EST. 1936

FO

UNDED OVER78
 YEARS

$26.95*$16.75 $21.75*

New Corner Restaurant

  Is Now Considered A Landmark

$31.00*
$29.00
$32.00

COMPLIMENTARY GLASS OF WINE OR SODA*

Voted Top 5 Best Old Fashioned Italian-American 
Restaurant in Brooklyn by Critic Robert Sietsema

New York

Happy Mother’s Day
4 Course Dinner Menu available  

with 12 entrees 
to choose from.
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COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER

MON, APRIL 27
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. ATLANTA 
HAWKS: Playoffs round 
one, home game two. 
$45–$3,000. Time TBD.

MON, MAY 1
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. ATLANTA 
HAWKS: Playoffs round 
one, home game three. 
Time and price TBD.

TUE, MAY 26
MUSIC, THE WHO: 

$49.50–$154.50. 7:30 
pm.

SUN, MAY 31
MUSIC, ED SHEERAN: 

$65–$85. 7:30 pm.

SAT, JUNE 13
MUSIC, RMM COMBINA-

CION PERFECTA ANNI-
VERSARY SALSA CON-
CERT: Featruing Oscar 
D’Leon, Tito Nieves, La 
India, Ismael Miranda, 
and others. $70.50–
$305.50. 8 pm.

WED, JUNE 17
MUSIC, BARRY MA-

NILOW: $19.75–$249.75. 
7:30 pm.

SAT, JUNE 27
MUSIC, CONTEMPO-

RARY COLOR: Fea-
turing David Byrne, 
Nelly Furtado, How to 
Dress Well, Dev Hynes, 
Kelis, Nico Muhly and 
Ira Glass, St. Vincent, 
Tune-Yards, Lucius, and 
Money Mark and Ad-
Rock. $30–$85. 7:30 
pm.

SUN, JUNE 28
MUSIC, CONTEMPORARY 

COLOR: See Saturday, 
June 27. $25–$85. 7:30 
pm.

MON, JUNE 29
MUSIC, BETTE MIDLER: 

$47.50–$312.50. 7:30 
pm.

TUE, JUNE 30
MUSIC, IMAGINE DRAG-

ONS, METRIC: $29.50–
$69.50. 7:30 pm.

THURS, JULY 9
COMEDY, KEVIN HART: 

$49.50–$200. 7 pm.

FRI, JULY 10
MUSIC, ROMEO SANTOS: 

$34.50–$184.50. 8 pm.

SAT, JULY 11
MUSIC, ROMEO SANTOS: 

$34.50–$184.50. 8 pm.

SUN, JULY 26
MUSIC, NICKI MINAJ: 

$40–$145. 7 pm.

TUE, AUG 11
MUSIC, YES AND TOTO: 

$45–$95. 7:30 pm.

WED, AUG 12
MUSIC, MOTLEY CRUE: 

$39.50–$149.50. 7 pm.

SUN, AUG 23
SPORTS, WWE SUMMER-

SLAM: $30.50–$530.50. 
7:30 pm.

MON, AUG 24
SPORTS, WWE MONDAY 

NGIHT RAW: $25.50–
$130.50. 7:30 pm.

SAT, SEP 12
MUSIC, SCORPIONS, 

QUEENSRYCHE: 
$47.50–$149.50. 8 pm.

SAT, SEP 19
MUSIC, MADONNA: 

$45.50–$360.50. 8 pm.

SAT, SEP 26
MUSIC, ARIANA 

GRANDE: $35.50–$695. 
7:30 pm.

THURS, OCT 8
MUSIC, MARC ANTHONY 

AND CARLOS VIVES: 
$76.50–$232.50. 8 pm. 

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

FRI, APRIL 24

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
ARBOR DAY: Enjoy games, 

crafts, and an exhibit on 
Brooklyn’s last remaining 
forest, Prospect Park. Free. 
1–4 pm. Prospect Park 
Audubon Center [Enter 
park at Lincoln Road and 
Ocean Avenue in Prospect 
Park, (718) 287–3400], 
www.prospectpark.org/
audubon. 

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, “THE HIT MEN”: 

Featuring former band 
members of mega-stars 
performing their hits, in-
cluding Frankie Valli and 
the Four Seasons, Carly 
Simon, and Cat Stevens, 
Elton John. $35 ($30 in 
advance). 8 pm. On Stage 
at Kingsborough [2001 
Oriental Blvd. at Oxford 
Street in Manhattan Beach, 
(718) 368–5596], www.on-
stageatkingsborough.org. 

OTHER
COMPUTER CLASS FOR 

SENIORS: Open to those 
of all levels. Free. 1–2 pm. 
JASA Luna Park Senior 
Center [2880 W. 12 St. be-
tween Neptune and Surf 
avenues in Coney Island, 
(718) 996–6666], www.
jasa.org. 

SAT, APRIL 25

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
FRESHWATER FISHING: The 

rangers teach children the 
catch and release method. 
For chilren 8 years and 
older. Free. Noon–4 pm. 
Prospect Park Audubon 
Center [Enter park at Lin-
coln Road and Ocean Ave-
nue in Prospect Park, (718) 
287–3400], www.prospect-
park.org/audubon. 

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, DERRICK BARKER: 

Tribute to Roy Ayers and 
Bobby Hutcherson: $25 
($20 advance). 9 and 10:30 
pm. Sistas’ Place Coffee 
House [456 Nostrand Ave. 
at Jefferson Avenue in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, (718) 
398–1766], www.sistas-
place.org. 

THEATER, “STRIKE!”: Clas-
sical musicians play while 
teen boxers spar. 8 pm. 
Gleason’s Gym (77 Front 
St. between Main and 
Washington streets in 
Dumbo), www.streetcanni-
bals.com. 

SALES AND MARKETS
PROSPECT HEIGHTS CRAFT 

FAIR: A marketplace of in-
dependent artists and de-
signers selling stationery, 
textiles, artisanal food, 
jewelry, and more. Free. 11 
am–6 pm. PS 9 (80 Under-
hill Ave. between Bergen 
Street and Saint Marks Av-
enue in Prospect Heights), 
www.prospectheights-
craftfair.com. 

OTHER
5K RACE: Raise money to 

help injured Marines get 
back on their feet. The 
Semper Fi Fund will be 
racing at Cannonball Park 
with all proceeds benefi t-
ting the fund. A post-race 
reception with band, 
raffl es and giveaways will 
be held. $25 registration 
(includes t-shirt). 8:30 am. 
Cannonball Park (101st 
Street and Fourth Avenue 

in Bay Ridge), www.its-
dang.com/offsite/semper-
fi 5kfl yer_2015.pdf. 

FLATBUSH GREEN WEEK-
END: Electronic waste 
recycling, document 
shredding, and a food 
drive. Free. 10 am–2 pm. 
Flatbush Food Co-op [1415 
Cortelyou Rd. between 
Rugby and Marlborough 
roads in Flatbush, (718) 
284–9717], www.fl atbush-
food.coop. 

HEALTHY KIDS DAY: Chil-
dren learn about good 
health and how to maintain 
a healthy lifestyle. There 
will be carnival games, a 
bouncy house, petting zoo, 
T-shirt making and, give-
aways. Free. 10 am–3 pm. 
Dodge YMCA [225 Atlantic 
Ave. and Court Street in 
Boereum Hill, (718) 625–
3136], www.ymcanyc.org/
dodge. 

FAMILY FESTIVAL: Puppetry 
Arts presents live music, 
games, activities, puppets, 
a bounce house, and jug-
gling shows. First 200 chil-
dren receive a goodie bag. 
$2 activities; ($4 T-Shirt; $3 
bounce house). 11 am–3 
pm. JJ Byrne Park [Fourth 
Ave. at Fifth Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 768–3703], 
www.puppetryarts.org. 

SUN, APRIL 26

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
TALK, BROOKLYN LITER-

ARY PUB CRAWL: Tour 
several Brooklyn Heights 
pubs closely connected to 
some of the literary greats. 
$15–$20. 1 pm. Henry 
Street Ale House [62 Henry 
St. between Cranberry and 
Orange streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (212) 613–5796], 
www.literarypubcrawl.
com. 

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, GRACE CHORALE 

OF BROOKLYN: Joining 
the Brooklyn Symphony 
Orchestra in a perfor-
mance of 20th Century 
British choral master-
pieces. $20 ($18 in ad-
vance). 2 pm. Brooklyn Mu-
seum [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 

638–5000], www.brooklyn-
museum.org. 

MUSIC, KATYA GRINEVA: 
World-renowned pianist 
performs. $25. 4 pm. East 
Midwood Jewish Center, 
Grand Ball Room [1625 
Ocean Ave. between Ave-
nue J and Avenue L in Mid-
wood, (718) 338–3800], 
www.emjc.org

SALES AND MARKETS
SPRING FLEA MARKET: 

Housewares, toys and col-
lectibles. Free. 9 am–4 pm. 
Bay Ridge Jewish Center 
(Fourth Avenue and 81st 
Street in Bay Ridge). 

STREET FAIR: Dozens of ven-
dors, food competitors, 
and many other activities. 
Free. Noon – 6 pm. Church 
Avenue (Church Avenue 
between Coney Island 
Ave. and E. 10th Street in 
Flatbush). 

OTHER
“DINOSAUR TRAIN LIVE- 

BUDDY’S BIG ADVEN-
TURE”: An interactive 
adventure for kids featur-
ing the Jim Henson pup-
pets. $15. Noon and 3 pm. 
Brooklyn Center for the 
Performing Arts at Brook-
lyn College [2900 Campus 
Rd. between Amersfort 
and Kenilworth places in 
Midwood, (718) 951–4500], 
www.brooklyncenteron-
line.org. 

MON, APRIL 27 

OTHER
CHAIR YOGA: For those 60 

and older. Free. 11 am. 
Park Slope Senior Center 
(463a Seventh St. between 
Sixth and Seventh avenues 
in Park Slope), www.park-
slopeseniorcenter.org. 

COMEDY, THE MEHRAN 
SHOW: Comedian Mehran 
Khaghani hosts a weekly 
comedy show. $10 ($8 in 
advance). 9 pm. Union Hall 
[702 Union St. at Fifth Av-
enue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

TUES, APRIL 28

 OTHER
ARTS AND CRAFTS FOR 

SENIORS: Arts and crafts 
workshop for seniors, in-
cluding doll and bag mak-
ing. Free. 10:30 am. JASA 
Luna Park Senior Center 
[2880 W. 12 St. between 
Neptune and Surf avenues 
in Coney Island, (718) 996–
6666], www.jasa.org. 

ART, “BROOKLYN UNITED 
THE ARTISTS”: An exhi-
bition project on display 
for Immigration Heritage 
Week. Free. 4–8 pm. The 
Bridge MCP [1894 Flatbush 
Ave. between Avenue 
L and Hubbard Place in 
Flatbush, (917) 497–0306], 
www.thebridgemcp.com. 

WED, APRIL 29

OTHER
MUSIC, BROOKLYN JAZZ 

HALL OF FAME INDUC-
TION CEREMONY: Entry 
by donation. 6–8:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Historical Soci-
ety [128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

MUSIC, DON MILITELLO 
SOLO PIANO PERFOR-
MANCE: Featuring a col-
laboration with fi lmmaker 
Donna Cameron. $15. 8 
pm. Brooklyn Conserva-
tory of Music [58 Seventh 
Ave. between Lincoln and 
Saint Johns plaes in Park 
Slope, (718) 622–3300], 
www.bqcm.org. 

THURS, APRIL 30

OTHER
TALK, JAMES WOOD: Liter-

ary critic, essayist, and 
novelist James Wood 
presents his new book, 

Piano woman: Russian-born pianist Katya Grineva will perform 
at the East Midwood Jewish Center on April 26. Andre Chow

Hawkish: The Nets face off against the Hawks in their third 
playoff match at Barclays Center on April 27. 
 Associated Press / John Bazemore
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(718) 368-5596  www.OnStageAtKingsborough.org
Kingsborough Community College, 2001 Oriental Blvd, Brooklyn, NY

RECUERDO  
TANGO  
SATURDAY MAY 2  
AT 8:00 P.M.  
$35/30

The Mariela Franganillo Company

Featuring eight outstanding dancers  
(from Broadway’s Forever Tango, Tango Fire  
and more) performing to live music and 
vocals by The Tango Connection Quartet

“Taut, whiplash footwork!”  
—The New York Times

The MMariiella F Franga aanyyyanillo Commpp

BRINGING WORLD-CLASS 
PERFORMANCES HOME

Sunday, April 26, 2015 
9am to 4pm  

BAY RIDGE JEWISH CENTER 
4th Avenue at 81st Street, Brooklyn 4 Avenue at 81 Street, Brooklyn

Spring Flea Market 

Over 50 vendors, new and used items, collectibles, jewelry, gifts and more. 

Free Admission. 
Refreshments Available. 

Take the “R” train to 77th Street 718-836-3103 |  www.brjc.org 

4th Avenue at 81st Street, Brooklyn 4 Avenue at 81 Street, Brooklyn

“The Nearest Thing to 
Life.” Free. 7–9 pm. Power-
House Arena [37 Main St. 
at Water Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 666–3049], www.
powerhousearena.com. 

FRI, MAY 1

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, MC FRONTALOT, 

SCHAFFER THE DARK-
LORD, DUALCORE: $12. 8 
pm. Littlefi eld [622 Degraw 
St. between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues in Gowanus, 
(718) 855–3388], www.
littlefi eldnyc.com. 

THEATER, “THE WEDDING 
SINGER”: Narrows Com-
munity Theater presents 
spring musical produc-
tion, based on the Adam 
Sandler fi lm. $20. 8 pm. 

Fort Hamilton Army Base 
Theater [101st St at Fort 
Hamilton Parkway in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 482–3173], 
www.narrowscommuni-
tytheater.com. 

SAT, MAY 2

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
COFFEE BARK: Bring your 

pups to the park for treats. 
Free. 7–9 am. Prospect 
Park Picnic House (Pros-
pect Park West and Fifth 
Street in Park Slope), www.
prospectpark.org. 

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, “RECUERDO 

TANGO”: $35 ($30 in ad-
vance). 8 pm. On Stage 
at Kingsborough [2001 
Oriental Blvd. at Oxford 

Street in Manhattan Beach, 
(718) 368–5596], www.on-
stageatkingsborough.org. 

OTHER
BROOKLYN KIDS’ BOOK IL-

LUSTRATORS DRAW FOR 
KIDS: Featuring artists Ser-
gio Ruzzier, Brett Helquist, 
Melissa Guion, Stephen 
Savage, and more. 11 
am–5 pm. PowerHouse 
on 8th [1111 Eighth Ave. 
between 11th and 12th 
streets in Park Slope, (718) 
666–3049], www.power-
housearena.com. 

SPORTS, NEW YORK 
COSMOS VS. OTTAWA 
FURY FC: Soccer match. 
$15–$95. 7 pm. MCU Park 
[1904 Surf Ave. at W. 17th 
St. in Coney Island, (718) 
449–8497], www.brooklyn-
cyclones.com. 

DINE OUT MOTHER’S DAY

2003 Emmons Ave. Brooklyn, NY 11235  

(718) 332-6064
Hours: 12pm - 11pm

The fi nest in 
greek cuisine 

in an elegant setting

RESERVE NOW 
FOR MOTHER’S DAY
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 “THE FRESHEST, FUNNIEST  
 MUSICAL OF THE SEASON!”

USA TODAY

 “A MADCAP MUSICAL 
WITH AN ALL-STAR CAST!”

TIME OUT NY

IRRESISTIBLE CAST! 
IRRESISTIBLE PRICE!

GREAT  ORCH SEATS  AS LOW AS $75!

L“

Brooks Atkinson Theatre, 
256 W. 47th Street (Between Broadway & 8th Avenue)

Ticketmaster.com   877-250-2929   ItShouldaBeenYou.com

YOU’LL LAUGH. YOU’LL CRY. 
YOU’LL BE HOME BY 10.
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TELECHARGE.COM  | 212-239-6200 | DinnerWithTheBoysPlay.com 
Acorn Theatre at  410 W 42nd St.

Di WithTh B Pl

FOR ANYONE WHO LOVES “THE SOPRANOS”

FEATURING STARS FROM

“THE SOPRANOS,” 
“THE WONDER YEARS” & “LOMBARDI”

PHOTO: JOAN MARCUS

BEST ACTOR
AUDIENCE AWARDS

(Dan Lauria, 2014)

“DON’T MISS IT!”
BroadwayWorld.com

“A FUNNY, FRIENDLY, BIG LUG OF A PLAY !” 
The New York Times

WRITTEN BY DAN LAURIA
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Kouros 
Bay Diner

Happy Mother’s Day 
from all of us at 

Kourus Diner

A Truly Unique Dining Experience

Make reservations for

Mother’s Day 
SUNDAY, MAY 10th

718.252.3030
4220 Quentin Road, Marine Park

www.salvirestaurant.com
Gift Certifi cates 

Available

Planning a Celebration?
Communion, Birthday, Anniversary, 

Baby Shower, Bridal Shower, Engagement, Retirement, 
or any special occasion, 

we will help plan and make it a day to remember. 
Call for more info.

Catering On Or Off  Premises.

Join us for

Mother’s Day
Prix Fixe Brunch $26.95   Kids $14.95 

Three Course Prix Fixe $46.95
(Kids $19.95 — A la Carte Menu also available)

Visit www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com 
for more information

Reservations Recommended

il Fornetto Restaurant
2902 Emmons Ave, Sheepshead Bay 

(Btwn Nostrand and E29th Street)

www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

On Premise Valet Parking

Italian Restaurant & Caterer

Serving Brooklyn 
16 Years

DINE OUT MOTHER’S DAY
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BOROUGH WIDE

Standing O sends out congratulations 
to borough son Ilya Mekhtiyev. Our pal 
Ilya was promoted to store manager of 
the East 49th Street branch at TD Bank, 

America’s most con-
venient bank, in 
that borough across 
the river. He will 
be responsible for 
new business devel-
opment, consumer 
and business lend-
ing, managing per-
sonnel and oversee-

ing the day-to-day operations serving 
customers throughout Manhattan.

The money man has more than 
seven years of retail banking experi-
ence, having joined TD Bank in 2007 
as a part-time teller in the Wall St. lo-
cation and later serving as a teller, cus-
tomer service representative and store 
supervisor before his most recent posi-
tion as assistant store manager at 49th 
and Second Avenue. He is also a mem-
ber of Generation Next.

This guy is Brooklyn through and 
through, having graduated Brooklyn 

College in 2008, and Edward R. Mur-

row High School in 2004.
Standing O wishes Ilya a long and 

profi table career. 
TD Bank [919 Second Ave. at E. 49th 

Street in Manhattan (212) 593–8071]

BROOKLYN HEIGHTS

No more violence
With a passionate, informative, 

and emotional talk about domestic vio-
lence, Kaelyn Quinn took home fi rst 
place and $500 at the annual Delaney 
Speech Contest held at St. Francis 

College on April 14.
Each contestant is required to make 

a three to four minute extemporaneous 
speech on the topic of their choice.

This year’s contestants also in-
cluded Shantel Risher (second place) 
speaking on natural hair as a social 
movement in the African-American 
community, and Dion Costelloe (third 
place) who spoke about climate change. 

The event is organized by St. Fran-
cis Communication Arts Professor 
Timothy Dugan and was judged by 
Communication Arts Professors.

 Professor Dugan explained the cre-
ation of the Delaney Speech contest, 
“While the contest is named after 

[Francis] Delaney, we no longer try 
to cure students of their accents. In-
stead our focus is on turning our stu-
dents into solid communicators, both 
orally and through the written word.”

Standing O knows all about the 
written word and offers congratula-
tions to Kaelyn.  

St. Francis College [180 Remsen St. 

between Court and Clinton streets in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 522–2300]

BOROUGH WIDE

Woo hoo!
Five stars and lots of books to the 

Clinton Hill, New Lots, and Wind-

sor Terrace branches of the Brook-

lyn Public Library. They are among 
the 10 fi nalists competing in the an-
nual “New York City Neighborhood 
Library initiative,” which is co-spon-
sored by the Stavros Niarchos Foun-

dation and the Charles H. Revson 

Foundation.

In May, fi ve of the fi nalists will re-
ceive $20,000 each — the largest cash 
prize awarded directly to branch li-
braries in the nation. 

The Windsor Terrace Library was 
chosen for being a center for social co-
hesion in a changing neighborhood. 
Many of the 282 people who nominated 
the library wrote about how important 
it is in the community. It also serves as 
the library for PS 130 across the street, 
and four other schools in the area.

The New Lots Library received 42 
percent of its 148 nominations from 
students, and was cited as a safe haven 
for everyone, but especially for youth. 
The library is a unique and indispens-
able resource providing services rang-
ing from books to the Internet to home-
work help to a kids’ karate class.

The Clinton Hill Library has 14 
schools and colleges within walking 
distance and provides children from 
pre-K through college (Pratt Institute 
or St. Joseph’s College) with educa-
tional assistance. 

Teacher Heath, who lives near the 
Windsor Terrace Library, explained: 
“I treasure this branch. My two nieces 
learned to read with their children’s 
programming, and taught my mom to 
write her memoir. She also brings me 
the books I read on my way to work 
each day. Windsor Terrace Library 
has enriched three generations of my 
family on a weekly basis.”

The New Lots Library was selected 
for its availability to residents, accord-
ing to local resident Takora. “I live in 
a very impoverished neighborhood,” 
she said. “Every day is a struggle for 
everyone but because of this place, we 
have access to the Internet and books 
and classes. This library helps people 
in our community better themselves 
and become a contributing part of so-
ciety. Without this branch giving us 
the tools to do so, a lot of us would have 
no other way to get help or fi nd things 
available to us.”

Standing O sends good wishes to all 
the libraries. 

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

SHEEPSHEAD BAY

Kudos to Assemblyman Steven 

Cymbrowitz (D–Brooklyn) for host-
ing his annual “Holocaust Memorial 
Creative Arts Contest.” The event in-
vites local students in grades three 
through 12 in public and private 
schools in his district to commemo-
rate the Holocaust with essays, art-
works, interactive displays, and 
original musical compositions. 

Winners were presented their 
awards at a ceremony at Kings-

borough Community College on 
April 19. 

Guest speakers Ruth Lichten-

stein, the daughter of Holocaust sur-
vivors and founder of Project Wit-
ness, a Brooklyn-based Holocaust 
resource center, and Dr. Richard 

Tomback, a history professor and 
director of the Holocaust Studies 
Program at Kingsborough, joined 
with the Sheepshead Bay represen-
tative at the event. 

Students from Edward R. Mur-

row High School Junior Chorus, 
Chamber Orchestra and Chamber 
Winds performed, while Yeshivah 

of Flatbush students lit candles re-

membering the 1.5 million children 
who perished in the Holocaust.

Cymbrowitz, the son of Holo-
caust survivors, explained the im-
portance of Holocaust education: 
“As the Holocaust taught us that 
if you fail to act, and fail to speak 
out, the consequences can be ir-
reparable. There are wounds that 
time won’t heal.” He added, “I hope 
these lessons learned stay with 
them throughout their entire lives, 
tucked away in their memory, and 
passed on to their own children and 
their children’s children.”

Yeshiva of Flatbush high 
schoolers clenched fi rst place with 
an original song composition, el-
ementary students from PS 255 

placed fi rst in their age group with 
their display, and middle schoolers 
from Bay Academy tied for fi rst 
place in their category. 

Standing O congratulates all the 
students who participated in the 
event and sends a thank you to the 
assemblyman for never forgetting. 

Assemblyman Steven Cymbrow-
itz, District Offi ce [1800 Sheepshead 
Bay Rd. at Emmons Avenue in 
Sheepshead Bay (718) 743–4078].

GRAVESEND

Knit one, purl one
High fi ves to the Girl Scouts 

in Troop 2717 at IS 228 David 

A. Boody. The crafty scouts, un-
der the direction and instruc-
tion of Ms. O’Sullivan and Ms. 

Califi ore, put their needles and 
hooks to good use and created 
blankets that they donated to the 
non-profi t organization Warm-

Up America. The group provides 
blankets to neonatal centers, can-
cer patients, homeless shelters 
and the Red Cross. 

And we all know that nothing 
says home comfort better than 
a hand-made, warm and fuzzy 
blankie. 

Standing O says, “Thanks 
crafters —Keep those blankies 
coming.”

IS 228 David A. Boody [228 
Ave. S between W. Fourth and W. 
Fifth streets in Gravesend, (718) 
375–7635].

NEVER FORGET!: Bay Academy students tied for fi rst place in the intermediate 
school division of the Holocaust Memorial Creative Arts Contest hosted by Assem-
blyman Steven Cymbrowitz (D–Sheepshead Bay).  Erica Sherman

Making sure we never forget

Bien venue New York, New York
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222,
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
www.ultfash.com

WORLD MALL BRIDAL DREAMS
7905 5th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 333–5041 or
(646) 712–4084, www.bridaldreamsmall.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748–8855,
www.bayridgemanor.com

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8865,
www.casapepe.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

EL CARIBE COUNTRY CLUB CATERERS
5945 Strickland Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 531–1200,
www.elcaribecaterers.com

FORT HAMILTON COMMUNITY CLUB
207 Sterling Dr., Brooklyn, NY 11208, (718) 765-7368, 
www.hamiltonmwr.com/community-club.php

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252–4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788–0777,
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833–8200,
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332–8494,
www.ilfornettorestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northwern Blvd., Bayside, NY  11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015 23 13th Ave., Brooklyn (718) 331–2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447–0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY  11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236–9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY. 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543–6797 or
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447–6730 or (718) 
338–3600, www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY  11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

CASH FOR GOLD
2619 86th Street, Brooklyn, New York
216-17 Merrick Boulevard, Springfield Gardens, NY
Phone: (718) 339-4653, Fax: (718) 975-0952
info@cashforgoldbk.com, cashforgoldbk.com/location-2,  
cashforgoldbk.com/contact-us

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY.  11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

MALSONS JEWELERS
464 86th Street, Brookly, NY 11209
5144 Kings Plaza Mall
(718) 491-6666, www.malsonsjewelers.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384–1305,
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services
M&V LIMOUSINES
1117 Jericho Tpke. Commack, NY 11725  
(800) 498-5788, www.mvlimo.com

MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232–8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718)353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998–0949,
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400–2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200,

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

REVEAL YOURSELF BEAUTY SALON
1669 Richmond Road, Staten Island, NY 10304
www.revealbeautysalon.com

SALON MALAVE
7824 13th Ave., Brooklyn (347) 497–5720
www.salonmalave.com

Services
BROOKLYN SPINE CENTER
ZERONA LASER OF NEW YORK
5911-16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204, (718) 234-6207

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339–7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376–8656,
www.omnidentalcare.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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• ‘We are feeling like it is 
our year for sure.’

• ‘We are trying to 
make history.’

BY STEPHEN ZITOLO
Clutch hitting and some slick 
fi elding provided Poly Prep 
with an important win over its 
Ivy League rival.

The Blue Devils softball 
team cashed in on its scor-
ing opportunity in the fourth 
inning and ace Ava O’Mara 
pitched out of jams in the fi -
nal two frames to secure a 
3–1 home victory over Field-
ston, the two-time defending 
private school state softball 
champion, last Saturday. The 
game was originally sched-
uled for the Bronx, but was 
moved when Fieldston’s fi eld 
was unplayable. 

Poly (5–0, 3–0) scored all 
three of its runs in the top of 
the fourth. Center fi elder Mor-
gan O’Mara led off with a dou-
ble that was followed up by a 
booming triple off the center 
fi eld fence by third baseman 
Honor Sankey to give Poly a 
1–0 advantage. Catcher Jane 
Malafronte came to bat next 
and hit a grounder to fi rst, 
scoring Sankey.

Shortstop Carly Corr sin-
gled to right fi eld and even-
tually scored on some sloppy 
Fieldston defense. Poly’s Nova 
Stoller hit a ground ball to 
Fieldston second baseman 
Jane Leff. Leff’s throw pulled 
fi rst baseman Kate Koeppel 
off the bag, but the ball popped 
out of her glove and scurried 
into right fi eld.  Right fi elder 
Rose Montera’s throw to third 
to try and get Corr out was of-
fl ine and allowed Corr to score 
to make it 3–0.

“We’ve worked really hard 
on our hitting,” Poly prep 
coach Mildred Piscopo said. 
“We’re a similar team to last 
year. We’re a young team. 
But these kids are just getting 
more confi dence and we’ve hit 
well of late.”

Poly ace O’Mara struck out 
eight, but it wasn’t easy. 

She ran into trouble in the 

sixth when Fieldston (6–1, 2–1) 
loaded the bases with one out. 
O’Mara got out of the inning 
when a runner trying score on 
a wild pitch was tagged out at 
home, and then Sarah Healy 
made an amazing defensive 
play at second base. A grounder 
got past Stoller at fi rst, but 
Healy was backing up the play 
and beat the runner to the 
bag to end the inning. O’Mara 
knew her team couldn’t make 
any mistakes against a good 
team like Fieldston.

“I know Fieldston is a very 
good-hitting team,” O’Mara 
said. “That’s what they’re 
known for. I knew I couldn’t 
throw anything over the plate 
because they would take ad-
vantage of it. I really had to hit 
my corners and stay ahead in 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
The Xaverian baseball team 
rebounded from an error-rid-
den loss to St. Francis Prep 
with two lopsided victories 
over Archbishop Molloy last 
week.

The Clippers beat Molloy 
7–0 on April 15 and contin-
ued their dominance of the 
young Stanners the next day 
with an 11–5 Catholic League 
win in Briarwood. 

The back-to-back wins 
came after a demoralizing 
loss to St. Francis Prep ear-
lier this month, when late 
errors let a lead slip away 
and reminded the Xaverian 
players that they need to be 
on their games at all times if 
they hope to become the fi rst 
team to repeat as Catholic 
city champions since Molloy 
did so in 1978.

“I think it was a wake up 
call for me,” said junior Nick 
Meola. “We know we have 
the talent to be a good team. 
We are still trying to fi nd 
ourselves, which I think we 
are starting to do.”

Against Molloy, Xaver-

ian’s top three hitters – Phoe-
nix Hernandez, Joe Vitacco, 
and Anthony Scotti – com-
bined to go fi ve-for-12 with 
six runs batted in and six 
runs scored. Scotti, playing 
on a tender ankle, also de-
livered a 325-foot solo homer 
over the high fence in left 
fi eld to make it 7–0. Xaverian 
pounded out 10 hits.

Clippers coach Frank Del 
George said he wasn’t sur-
prised.

“We are a veteran team 
this is what they are sup-
posed to do,” he said. “We are 
supposed to be hitting the 
ball pretty good by this time. 
This is what we expect them 
to do.”

Del George has the lux-
ury of having the majority of 
his everyday lineup back, in-
cluding outfi elder Chris Ni-
erva. Xaverian doesn’t have 
the same reliable pitching 
it did a year ago after losing 
Anthony Sigismondi and Jeff 
Manzi to graduation. Rob 
Amato is the team’s ace.  Se-
nior John Bini will also see 

— Vanderbilt-bound Poly Prep midfielder 
Grace Bell on winning a state title 

— Xaverian junior Nick Meola on his 
team’s quest to win back-to-back  

Catholic city titles

Continued on page 58 Continued on page 58

BIG ARM: Xaverian’s Nicholas Meola will be seeing more time on the 
mound this season.  Photo by Gina Palermo

WINNING COMBINATION: (Above) 
Poly Prep’s Ava O’Mara struck out 
eight batters against Fieldston. 
(Right) Poly’s fl eet-fl ooted Sarah 
Healy, at right, beats Fieldston’s 
Jane Leff to the bag for an out. 
 Photos by Gina Palermo

Xaverian squad 
sets sights set on 

repeat crowns 

Poly Prep beats 
defending champs
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B rianna Fraser wanted 
to take advantage of 
every last opportunity 

to play basketball as a high 
school baller before start-
ing her collegiate career at 
Maryland.

The South Shore forward 
played in three all-star 
events after leading the Vi-
kings to the program’s fi rst-
ever Public School Athletic 
League Class AA title and 
setting a state Federation 
tournament record with 46 
points in a single game. 

Her fi nal game as a high 
school player was fi ttingly 
in Brooklyn as she scored 
seven points and grabbed 
nine rebounds to help the 
East Team to a 76–75 come-
back victory over the West in 
the fi rst-ever girls’ game at 
the Jordan Brand Classic on 
April 17 at Barclays Center.  

“I’m taking it as the last 
time I’ll play in Brooklyn,” 
Fraser said. “I’m just try-
ing to have fun.”

She controlled the glass 
in the fi rst half and then 
found her scoring touch 
late in the game. Fraser 
connected on two beautiful 
turnaround jumpers, in-
cluding one with 3:30 to play 
in the contest. It pulled the 
East within 67–65.

“It’s fun being in Brook-
lyn because I get to show 
Brooklyn what I can do, and 
I am leaving them off with a 
good taste,” Fraser said.     

It was the last in a string 
of successful all-star game 
appearances. Fraser scored 
10 points to help the East to 
victory at the McDonald’s 
All-American game in April 
1 in Chicago. Playing with 
and against other Division I 
commits was good prepara-
tion for college in her mind. 
Then she came home to lead 
Brooklyn to the fi nal of the 
Wheelchair Charities Clas-
sic. Fraser joked that she 
would keep playing events if 
she had a chance.

“It’s great to show you 
are among the best players 
in the nation,” Fraser said. 

She enjoyed each unique 
experience — and getting to 
play both with and against 
future Maryland team-

mate Kiah Gillespie in the 
process. The McDonald’s 
game allowed her to get to 
know some of the nation’s 
best players, whom she had 
played against with the 
Gauchos on the travel-ball 
circuit. Fraser also got to 
visit the Ronald McDonald 
House for children with se-
rious medical conditions. 
The trip wasn’t just about 
basketball for her. 

“It shows the McDon-
ald’s game isn’t just to show 
your talents,” Fraser said. 
“It’s for others too.”

It was the same case for 
the Wheelchairs Charities 
game. The proceeds from 
the contests benefi t wheel-
chair-bound patients at the 
Henry “Hank” Carter Reha-
bilitation Center at Coler-
Goldwater Hospital. Fraser 
felt the need to play even if 
the game isn’t as high pro-
fi le the McDonald’s and Jor-
dan events. 

“I like to give back to my 
community,” Fraser said.  

The last few weeks have 
been a fi tting end to what 
has been a nearly  perfect 
senior season for Fraser. 
She earned the elusive city 
crown, became her school’s 
fi rst-ever McDonald’s All-
American, and got to play 
on national television. Get-
ting to compete once more 
at home and at Barclays 
Center was a cherry on top. 

 “It was great all my 
goals were accomplished,” 
Fraser said. “I feel excited.”

JOE
KNOWS

by Joe Staszewski

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
Brooklyn may not have won a 
citywide boys’ hoops champi-
onship this season, but the bor-
ough was still home to some of 
the city’s best squads.

Xaverian reached its fi rst 
diocesan fi nal since 2010 and 
fi rst Catholic city champion-
ship game since 2005, but fell 
to Christ the King both times. 
Thomas Jefferson, which won 
the borough crown, failed to 
earn a berth in a third-con-
secutive Public School Ath-
letic League Class AA cham-
pionship game after falling 
to eventual state Federation 
winner Wings Academy in the 
semifi nals.

An inexperienced club still 
kept Lincoln among the city’s 
elite teams, but Boys & Girls 
upset the Railsplitters to reach 
the semifi nals. Bedford Acad-
emy was again among the top 
Class A programs. 

All these great teams pro-
duced plenty of top players. 
Here are the ones we picked as 
the best in Brooklyn:

All-Brooklyn Boys’ Bas-

ketball Player of the Year: 
Shamorie Ponds, Thomas Jef-
ferson  

The explosive junior took 
the next step in his career this 

year. Ponds became the Or-
ange Wave’s leader and go-to 
scorer. He averaged 25 points, 
nine rebounds and six assists 
per contest. The lanky wing 
scored in bunches, at the rim, 
and from the outside. Ponds’s 
best game was a 37-point night 

in an early season win over 
Lincoln. 

All-Brooklyn Boy’s Bas-

ketball Coach of the Year: 
Jack Alesi, Xaverian

Xaverian had one of the 
best seasons in program his-

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
Poly Prep’s girls’ lacrosse squad is tired of play-
ing second fi ddle. It believes its experienced 
roster will allow it to make a run at a private 
school state title this season.

“I think this year there are a lot of people 
who have been on the varsity since their fresh-
men and sophomore year so we are feeling like 
it is our year for sure,” said Vanderbilt-bound 
midfi elder Grace Bell. 

The Blue Devils fi nished in second place in 
the Ivy League last season behind rival Hack-
ley, and lost in the semifi nals of the state tourna-
ment. Poly has already lost its fi rst meeting with 
the Hornets 20–13 on April 2 in just its second 
game of the year, but it isn’t discouraged. 

“We don’t feel like they are unbeatable,” Bell 
said. “We defi nitely feel like we are up there.”

The Blue Devils got off to slow start in that 
contest and played pretty much even the rest of 
the way. Poly counts on being sharper and more 
cohesive when the two teams square off again 
on May 9. First-year coach Terry Denson said 
Hackley’s stick skills were better than his club’s 
so early in the year, but he is confi dent his team 
can compete with its rival down the road.  

BEST OF THE BEST: Thomas Jefferson’s Shamorie Ponds is our 2015 All-
Brooklyn Boys’ Basketball Player of the Year.  Photo by Amy Rio

Our picks for best 
of h’school b-ball

Poly lacrosse aims for state title 

All-star games 
about more than 
hoops for Fraser

Continued on page 58

Continued on page 58

QUICK STICK: Poly’s four-year varsity player Grace 
Bell anchors an experienced squad that wants to 
make a run for the state title this year. 
 Photo by Steve Schnibbe
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SPORTS

$2,500
up to 

BRING IN THIS VOUCHER TODAY!

To be used towards your 
first two car payments 
when you buy from us!
Voucher has no cash value and cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Current vehicle must be in equity position. All current incentives assigned 
to dealer. See store for details. Offer expires 4/30/2015.

2740 Nostrand Ave. 
Brooklyn, NY 11210

s13588vw

My name is Tony Urrutia, and I am the General Manager of Plaza Auto Mall coming to you today with a huge 
o�er that’s valid now through April 30th, 2015 Only! We will give you up to $2,500 towards your �rst two car 
payments when you buy from us! Come check out our huge inventory of Hondas, Hyundais, KIAs, Toyotas, and 
Acuras…as well as over 300 pre�owned cars! We are Brooklyn’s largest auto dealership, and that means if you 
need credit, WE CAN SHOW YOU AN APPROVAL!

I look forward to seeing you at any of our four locations on Nostrand Avenue in Brooklyn. And please DO NOT 
WAIT, this is a time sensitive o�er that expires on April 30th, 2015! Please call to schedule an appointment today 
at 855-979-0236.

Tony Urrutia 
General Manager 
Plaza Auto Mall 
2740 Nostrand Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11210 
855-979-0236

Attention Local Residents!  
YOU MAY NOT HAVE TO MAKE YOUR NEXT TWO CAR PAYMENTS,  
come let Plaza Auto Mall make them for you!
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ROUND TRIPPER: Xaverian’s Anthony Scotti stepping on the plate af-
ter hitting a home run against Molloy.  Photo by Gina Palermo

the count. When I got behind, 
that’s when they got a hit off 
me.” 

The Eagles loaded the 
bases again in the seventh. 
This time, O’Mara allowed 
a run, but her stellar defense 
got her out of another jam.  A 
blooper was hit over second 
base with two outs in the in-
ning, and as the runner on 
third was charging home 
Corr threw to the plate to get 
the runner out and end the 
game. 

Fieldston expects other 
teams to be at their best 
again it.

“We know we have a 
big target on our backs,” 
Fieldston coach Stefanie 
Godziewski said. “We come 
into every game knowing 

that. We hope that we can 
come into every game moti-
vated to play.” 

the ball regularly. Meola, 
who is being asked to pitch 
until other reliable arms 
emerge, allowed no runs on 
two hits over four innings to 
Molloy. 

In the April 16 match 
up, the Stanners scored fi ve 
times in the bottom of the sev-
enth with the help of errors.  
Jonathan Fonseca, Joseph 
Gallo, and Joseph Papandrea 
all saw time on the mound 
against Molloy. Meola, who 
pitched sparingly last year, is 
more than happy to help and 
the Clippers offense knows it 

may have to pick its pitching 
up right now.

“This early we do,” the 
Seton Hall-bound Scotti said. 
“Toward the end of the sea-
son, once we get everything 
going, we will be fi ne.”

Xaverian won the city ti-
tle in a season its coach felt at 
the outset would be a rebuild-
ing year. Now it is the favor-
ite to win this time, and the 
team has every intention of 
accomplishing the repeat feat 
no team has been able to pull 
off in nearly four decades.

“That’s our goal,” Meola 
said. “Anything short of that 
would be a disappointment 
to us. We are trying to make 
history.”

tory despite not having a true 
star. Much if that success 
can be attributed to the confi -
dence, continuity and unself-
ishness Alesi got out of his 
players. His Clippers tied a 
school record for wins with 22, 
and reached the diocesan and 
city title games.

All-Brooklyn Boys’ Bas-

ketball First Team

Forward Sayon Charles 
Xaverian

The senior was a relentless 
competitor. Charles’s motor 
kept him constantly attacking 
the basket and the glass. He 
was the Clippers’ most consis-
tent playoff performer and av-
eraged 12 points in the regular 
season. Charles had 19 points 
and nine boards in the semifi -
nals against Iona Prep.

Guard Gianni Ford, Boys 
& Girls

Ford was the engine to a re-
lentless Kangaroos team. The 
dynamic guard was a hand-
ful for opponents. He averaged 
19.7 points and 6.5 assists dur-
ing the regular season. The 
junior dropped in 17 points 
to help upset Lincoln in the 
quarterfi nals.

Forward Najee Larcher, 
Xaverian  

Larcher gave everyone a 
good look at the quality player 
he’s matured into. The senior 
was a shot-blocking threat on 
defense and has a great shoot-
ing touch around the hoop. 
Larcher, who averaged 13.2 
points a contest, could quickly 
change the momentum of a 
game.

Guard Jaquan McKennon, 
Thomas Jefferson

The senior proved he is 
among the elite guards in 
New York City. McKennon’s 
strength and speed make him 
a tough cover and a lockdown 
defender. He pushed his scor-

ing average up from 10 to 17 
points in the postseason and 
dished out six assists per con-
test. 

Forwards Jahlil Tripp, 
Abraham Lincoln 

Tripp returned to form af-
ter an injury-plagued season 
last year. He was Lincoln’s 
most consistent performer and 
a double-double threat each 
time he took the fl oor. Tripp 
averaged 17 points and 11.5 re-
bounds, while making some of 
the biggest plays of the year. 

All-Brooklyn Boys’ Bas-

ketball Second Team

Forward Eziekel Charles, 
Abraham Lincoln 

The senior provided 
plenty of leadership and one 
of the city’s best jumpers to 
the Railsplitters. Charles av-
eraged 12 points and nine re-

bounds a contest. 
Guard Doyin Isaac, Xaver-

ian
Isaac was one of the quick-

est and smartest guards with 
the ball in his hands. The se-
nior averaged 13.2 points per 
contest and made sure each of 
the Clippers’ talented pieces 
got involved.

Center Cori Johnson, 
South Shore

There were few big men 
who could impose their will 
like Johnson. The senior aver-
aged 15 points and 11 rebounds 
per contest to help keep the Vi-
kings among Brooklyn’s top 
clubs. 

Forward Jaquan Light-
foot, Boys & Girls 

Lighfoot was an unsung 
hero of the Kangroos’ playoff 
run. His play inside comple-
mented Boys & Girls guards. 
The junior averaged a double-
double and had 13 points and 
14 boards against Lincoln.

Guard Gerald Williams, 
Westinghouse

The junior was Westhing-
house’s unquestioned lead and 
a dual threat on the court. Wil-
liams averaged 17 points and 
12 boards a contest for one of 
the city’s up-and-coming pro-
grams.

Honorable Mention 
Guard Tyler Bourne, Abra-

ham Lincoln
Forward Jimmy Council, 

Berkeley Carroll 
Forward Rasheem Dunn, 

Thomas Jefferson
Forward Craig McKenzie, 

Brooklyn Collegiate 
Guard Anthony Munson: 

Bedford Academy
Guard Cheyenne Nettle-

ton, South Shore  
Forward Ian Roach, Bed-

ford Academy
Forward Najee Taylor, 

Poly Prep
Forward Jordan Thomas, 

Bishop Loughlin 
Guard Keith Williams, 

Bishop Loughlin

Continued from page 55 

XAVERIAN

Continued from page 55 

SOFTBALL

Continued from page 56 

HONORS

BIG CUT: Poly Prep’s Carly Corr 
delivers a single against Field-
ston. Photo by Gina Palermo

CUT ABOVE: Xaverian coach Jack 
Alesi is our 2015 All-Brooklyn Boys’ 
Basketball Coach of the Year. 
 Photo by Robert Cole 

“Athlete-for-athlete, we are 
as good if not better,” Denson 
said. 

The team is unbeaten oth-
erwise. Poly owns lopsided 
wins over Fieldston, River-
dale, and Dalton thanks to a 
balanced offensive attack. The 
team adapted quickly to Den-
son after former coach Anni 
Zukauskas moved back to 
Massachusetts with her fam-
ily. Denson was her assistant 
for four seasons.

He takes over a team that 
lost leading scorer Jane Tewks-

bury to graduation. Now ev-
erything runs through Bell, a 
four-year varsity player, in the 
midfi eld. She is a threat to go to 
goal and score or send a sharp 
pass to an open teammate. Bell 
makes Poly a major threat in 
transition. Senior Mairead 
Gormley and Elizabeth Bern-
stein have been key offensive 
contributors. Still, when things 
get tight, the Blue Devils squad 
knows it can turn to Bell.

“She is always going to be 
there whether we are down or 
up by a lot — especially when 
we are down, because that 
means emotionally we are also 
down,” junior Emilie Sauvayre 
said. “So we need someone who 

is mentally strong like her to 
be able to bring everybody up.”

Sophomore Lauren Martin 
and senior Margaret Riordan 
lead a young defense along with 
sophomore Collette DiGrazia. 
The Blue Devils will only get 
more dangerous when sopho-
more Meg Coll — the team’s 
best athlete — returns from 
a groin injury. They are just 
some of the many pieces Poly 
possesses that has it thinking 
about reaching its fi rst state 
title game since 2011. 

“I think because our ju-
nior and senior classes are so 
strong we feel like this is our 
time,” Sauvayre said. “For the 
seniors, it is their last shot.”

Continued from page 56 

LACROSSE
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SPORTS

PRE-OWNED OUTLET

888-847-1024
ONLINE 24/7 AT WWW.BAYRIDGEFORD.COM
See dealer for details. All taxes, tags, and fees not included. Subject to vehicle insurance and availability. 
Dept. of Consumer Affairs (DCA) #1017929. Dept. of Motor Vehicles (DMV) #7111183. Offers exp 4/30/15.

THE BAY RIDGE AUTOMOTIVE 
PRE-OWNED OUTLET 

8904 5TH AVE 
BROOKLYN, NY 11209

2014 Nissan Altima SV 

CVT, 2.5L 4 Cyl, 
15,425 Miles, 
STK P1447
$18,345

2014 Ford Econoline Wagon

Auto, 5.4L V8, 
24,286 Miles, 
STK P1393
$23,995

2014 Toyota RAV4 XLE AWD

Auto, 2.5L 4 Cyl, 
2,126 Miles, 
STK P1456
$26,495

2010 Nissan Sentra S

CVT, 2.0L 4 Cyl, 
26,533 Miles, 
STK T1493
$10,995

2013 Toyota Corolla LE

Ask about our low-mileage
special program cars!

Manual, 1.8L 4 Cyl, STK P1451, Keyless Entry, Bluetooth

$15,995

2012 Nissan Sentra SR

CVT, 2.0L 4 Cyl, 
12,446 Miles, 
STK P1443
$15,696

2014 Toyota Camry LE

Auto, 2.5L 4 Cyl, 
6,083 Miles, 
STK P1455
$19,495

2012 Honda Odyssey EX-L

Auto, 3.5L V6, 
23,231 Miles, 
STK T1464
$25,995

2013 Honda Accord Sport
Auto, 2.4L 4 Cyl, 
17,804 Miles, 
STK P7840

$19,995

2013 Toyota RAV4 LE
Auto, 2.5L 4 Cyl, 
38,020 Miles, 
STK P1462

$20,995

2014 Nissan Frontier SV 4x4
Auto, 4.0L V6, 
10,314 Miles, 
STK P1445

$28,495

2014 Toyota Camry SE
Auto, 2.5L 4 Cyl, 
13,001 Miles, 
STK P1449

$19,895

2014 Ford Focus SE Hatchback
Auto, 2.0L 4 Cyl, 
7,446 Miles, 
STK T1516

$16,995

Pre-Owned

the

Pre-Owned

the

ONLY 
1,465 MILES!

8904 5TH AVE, BROOKLYN, NY 11209

ONLY 
1,465 MILES!

BUY NEW AT 

PRE-OWNED PRICES!BUY NEW AT 

PRE-OWNED PRICES!
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— EINSTEIN
  adopted 12-09-10

SURE,
AT FIRST I WAS A LITTLE TAKEN ABACK 

BY THE WHOLE PEEING STANDING UP THING. 
BUT I TAUGHT HIM TO THROW A STICK 

AND NOW HANGING OUT WITH HIM
IS THE BEST PART OF MY DAY. 
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How can 155, 886 
households in 
Brooklyn help 
your business?

CNG’s newspapers, Courier-Life, The Brooklyn Paper 
and Caribbean Life, have been an important part 
of the Brooklyn advertising landscape for decades. 
Our weekly newspapers let you target a specifi c 
neighborhood or reach all parts of the borough with 
your advertising message. And with the borough’s 

largest household coverage, that’s a lot of Brooklyn!

If that’s not enough, we can spread your message outside of Brooklyn with 
CNG’s Queens, Bronx and Manhattan newspapers.

Give us a call at 718-260-2510. You’ll speak with a CNG advertising 
professional who can help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-2510
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Odds of a child becoming a top fashion designer: 1 in 7,000

To learn more of the signs of autism, visit autismspeaks.org

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

Some signs to look for:

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

Odds of a child being diagnosed with autism: 1 in 68

To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autismspeaks.org

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

Some signs to look for:

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.
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Patrolmen’s Benevolent Association 
125 Broad Street, 11th Floor, New York, NY 10004  •  212-233-5531 Patrick J. Lynch, President

of the City of New York

www.nycpba.org

For over 25 years, New York City police officers’ salaries have lagged far behind the
average for police officers in our area and around the country.
Now that its fiscal outlook is brighter than ever, our city has an opportunity to end
decades of labor discord by investing in the public safety that all New Yorkers deserve.
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