
In honor of Valentine’s Day, The
Brooklyn Paper sought out the best, worst, most

tragic and, frankly, most romantic love stories. Inspired by Borough
President Markowitz’s “state of the borough” speech, we set out to assess the

“state of the state of love in the borough.” The state of love is, of course, strong!

�Monkey business
Valentine’s Day isn’t just for higher

mammals anymore. At the Prospect
Park Zoo, the supposedly lower beasts
are pairing up in ways that would make

By Lilo H. Stainton
The Brooklyn Paper

He buried it deep within his
one-hour-long, cholesterol-filled
schmaltzfest known as the State
of the Borough address, but Bor-
ough President Markowitz now
says he’s running for mayor.

Of course, he didn’t say it
right out. Instead, he introduced
fortune cookie makers Ching
Sun Wong and his son Norman
and said their product would
help him make his decision
about running for higher office
after term limits kick in in 2009.

“I don’t need a fortune cook-
ie to tell me Brooklyn’s future

looks good,” Markowitz said,
holding up the sugary augury.
“But with term limits looming
— what about my future?”

Markowitz broke open the
cookie and read the “fortune”: “If
it’s good for Brooklyn, it’s good
for New York City!” he said.

That may be a big “if,” but
Markowitz is certainly position-
ing himself for a run.

As The Brooklyn Paper has
reported, the Beep is sitting on a
campaign war chest of more than
$1 million and cannot run for his
beloved borough president’s of-
fice again, thanks to term limits.

He has openly discussed the
possibility of running for mayor

and has rented an office near
Borough Hall to do the political
groundwork. 

Some party insiders laughed
at the notion that Brooklyn’s
biggest cheerleader could be
elected in a five-borough race,
but others said Markowitz has a
proven track record as a fund-
raiser — which may be the most-
important political skill of higher
office seekers these days.

When pressed for whether
the fortune cookie told the full
story, the Beep backpedaled a
bit: “I’ve opened the door a
crack to look at my future on
the other side of term limits.”

If it’s good for Brooklyn,

it’s good for New York City!

Lucky Numbers 7, 11, 2, 3, 12, 47
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Barclays to Brooklyn:
No ‘blood money’ here

By Dana Rubinstein
The Brooklyn Paper  

A British bank that is under fire from black lead-
ers for profiting from the slave trade centuries ago
fought back last week, claiming the allegation “is
simply not true” — but a prominent historian, and
yet another high-powered black elected official,
came forward this week to dispute the bank’s rosy
view of its own history.

In letters sent last week to several journalists — in-
cluding those at The Brooklyn Paper — Barclays
spokesman Peter Truell asked that the newspapers
“immediately retract” stories that relied on what Tru-
ell called “simply untrue” and “misleading” evidence
of the bank’s slavery links. (The letter, pictured at left,
can be read on page 5.)

The Brooklyn Paper responded to Truell’s letter
with a news story and a signed editorial on the news-
paper’s Web site on Friday afternoon (an updated ver-
sion of that “Editor’s note” is on page 5).

The Paper’s coverage of Barclays’ $400-million
naming-rights deal with Atlantic Yards developer Bruce
Ratner (“Blood Money,” Jan. 20) said that the British
financial behemoth was “inexorably linked” to slavery.
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Smackdown!
The record shows he took the blows: Our photographer,
Tom Callan, gets smacked by this man as he takes a pic-
ture outside of Monty-Q’s, a Montague Street restaurant
that had just been closed by the Health Department. The
man attacked Callan, demanding to know what our shoot-
er was doing. Read story on page 6 to find out.

BLOOD MONEY
Ratner pockets hundreds of millions from
British bank tied to slave trade, apartheid

By Gersh Kuntzman
and Dana Rubinstein
The Brooklyn Paper

The future home for the Brooklyn Nets will
be emblazoned with the corporate logo of a
British bank that was founded on the slave
trade, collaborated with the Nazis and did busi-
ness with South Africa’s apartheid government.

Atlantic Yards developer Bruce Ratner an-
nounced his mega-deal with Barclays Bank on
Thursday — but critics slammed the developer
for plastering the controversial bank’s name atop
the arena after having courted African-American
support for his mega-development.

“[Black] supporters of Atlantic Yards were

just tools used by Ratner to get this project
passed,” said Councilwoman Letitia James (D-
Prospect Heights), an Atlantic Yards opponent
who is black.

“Now that the project has been approved, they
don’t serve his purpose anymore. Now, he can in-
sult them by signing an agreement with a bank
that financed the slave trade and supported the
apartheid system. He’ll take money from anyone.”

Barclays is a London-based bank — one of the
world’s biggest — with holdings around the
globe, but whose history is inextricably linked to
some of mankind’s lowest moments:

• Slavery: The bank itself was founded by
the Barclay family in 1756 on profits made in
the African slave trade. 

The company’s senior archivist, Jessie Camp-
bell, defended the bank’s link to slavery in a letter
to the London paper, the Guardian, as something
that must “be understood in the context of the

See BLOOD MONEY on page 6
Here’s our artist’s rendering of how the Frank Gehry-designed glass-walled “Barclays
Center” might look with its patron’s name emblazoned on top. 
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Councilwoman says
deal ‘insults’ blacks
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By Ariella Cohen
The Brooklyn Paper

Two black supporters of Atlantic Yards have
joined a growing chorus saying that developer
Bruce Ratner betrayed his black allies when he
sold the naming rights to his proposed Nets arena
to Barclays, a global banking firm that was found-
ed by slave traders and did business with South
Africa’s apartheid government. 

Both Roger Green — a former state Assembly-
man — and his successor Hakeem Jeffries came out
this week against the Barclays deal.

Jeffries said Ratner should consider “termi-
nating” his $400-million deal, the largest-ever
sports venue naming-rights agreement.

“It would be an understatement to say that this
naming agreement was insensitive and offensive,”
said Jeffries (D-Prospect Heights).

“Barclays Bank has gained enormous profits es-
sentially from blood money obtained from the
transatlantic slave trade, which is one of the worse
crimes in the history of the world. Brooklynites and
New Yorkers of every race and religion should be
concerned about their presence in our borough. ”

Jeffries demanded a meeting with the developer to
discuss the issue. He hasn’t gotten a call back yet. 

Black leaders rip Ratner’s
$400M Barclays arena deal

“All options should be on the table, including
payment for past wrongs and termination of the
agreement,” Jeffries said.  

Green, a strong supporter of Atlantic Yards,
moved last week to distance himself from the nam-
ing-rights deal. He called on Barclays to pay repa-
rations to American blacks for its role in slavery.

“Barclays must step up and respond to our com-
munity the way they responded to Nelson Mandela”
over the issue of apartheid in South Africa, he said.

As part of the $400-million naming-rights deal,
Barclays has said it will pay $2.5 million to repair
public basketball courts through the borough, but
Green called that amount, “not enough.”

Barclays gave $5 million to a Mandela founda-
tion in 2004. The company also funded local devel-
opment projects in South Africa, including public
sports facilities.

A spokesman for Barclays declined to comment
on Green’s call for reparations. The spokesman also
disputed the company’s well-documented connec-
tion to the slave trade, freezing of some Jewish ac-
counts in France during the Holocaust, and business
deals with South Africa’s apartheid government.

At a press conference where the Barclays deal was
announced last week, Bloomberg mocked a re-
porter’s question about the bank’s history. But Green,

who was active in the anti-apartheid movement two
decades ago, said reports on Barclays’ ties to the
slave trade and apartheid amounted to “constructive
criticism” of Ratner’s new business partner.

As a result, Green said, he will “ask these com-
panies to respond to our communities.” 

The sharp criticism of the Ratner deal is a first
for Jeffries and Green — and put them in a coali-
tion with leaders who have taken strong stances
against the project.

The attack on Ratner’s naming-rights deal by
supporters of the Atlantic Yards project follows
criticism by Councilwoman Letitia James, a proj-
ect opponent, last week.

Atlantic Yards supporter says Bruce is taking ‘blood money’
of slaves at Nets site; another ally is demanding reparations

Roger Green Hakeem Jeffries

MORE INSIDE
•Editorial and Letters: p.6

•Ratner socks it to locals: p.15
•Anti-Ratner movie debuts: p.15
•Locals slam Barclays deal: p.15

•Lawsuit’s new angle: p.15
•Ratner foes dial for $: p.15

See BLOOD on page 15

By Dana Rubinstein
The Brooklyn Paper

Rep. Yvette Clarke, a powerful
supporter of the Atlantic Yards proj-
ect, denounced developer Bruce Rat-
ner’s $400-million deal with Barclays
that would brand the Nets arena —
the centerpiece of Ratner’s 16-sky-
scraper project — with the name of
an institution that profited from the
slavery and other horrors of human
history during its “troubling past.”

“Barclays is a 400-year-old, $2-tril-
lion, multinational financial empire that
has been linked to Nazi Germany,
Apartheid in South Africa and the
transatlantic slave trade,” said Clarke.

The naming-rights deal comes “under

very questionable circumstances,” added
Clarke, who largely sat on the sidelines of
the Atlantic Yards debate during her
tenure in the City Council, but now
raised the possibility of “congressional
hearings on the impact of the Atlantic
Yards development on my constituents.” 

By issuing her condemnation,
Clarke joined a growing group of black
leaders — many of them Ratner sup-
porters — demanding that the develop-
er reconsider the agreement.

“I have a duty, as a representative of
arguably the largest black community
in North America, to voice concern
when minority supporters are left in the
dark about the arrival of an institution
with such a troubling past,” she said.

Opponents of the arena naming deal

hailed Clarke’s move as an acknowl-
edgement that “this is not just a local
issue.”  

“Brooklyn needs to make sure that
[Barclays] invests in the community if
they want to benefit from the American
market,” said Rev. Clinton Miller, the
leader of Brown Baptist Memorial
Church in Fort Greene and an Atlantic
Yards opponent.

“Barclays needs to come off its high
horse and admit…that it was as involved
as anybody else in slavery.

“If they’re not willing to be inclu-
sive and fair, then the agreement
should be terminated,” he said.

A spokesman for Forest City Ratner
did not return calls for comment. Bar-
clays denies a link to slavery.

By Louise Crawford
The Brooklyn Paper

One of Brooklyn’s highest-profile
“9-11 widows,” Marian Fontana of
Park Slope, is engaged.

More than five years after the hor-
rific day that claimed the life of thou-
sands — including her husband, Lt.
David Fontana of Squad 1 — Fontana
got engaged last week to Tom Mar-
tinez, a minister at the All Souls Beth-
lehem Church, a Unitarian congrega-
tion in Kensington. 

“What I love about Tom is that he un-
derstands what I have gone through and
the deep love I will always have for
Dave, and is okay with all of it,” Fontana
wrote in an email to her friends.

By Ariella Cohen
The Brooklyn Paper

A familiar cast of characters
clashed in the first courtroom battle
over the fate of Atlantic Yards —
with opponents saying the project
abuses state condemnation powers
and a state lawyer retorting that
plaintiffs are “naive” to the ways of
the world.

The state is allowed to seize private
property, but only if it can demonstrate
that it is doing so for public benefit.
Lawyers for a handful of tenants and
building owners in Atlantic Yards’ 22-
acre footprint questioned that public
benefit.

“If [Bruce] Ratner makes billions of
dollars from the development and the
city makes [less], then how is his ben-
efit not the primary motive [of con-
demnation]?” asked Matthew Brinck-
erhoff, lawyer for Daniel Goldstein,
whose apartment building is near cen-
ter court inside Ratner’s proposed bas-
ketball arena.

Empire State Development Corpo-
ration lawyer Douglas Kraus scoffed
at the plaintiff’s case against the $4-
billion, 16-tower residential, office,
arena and retail mega-project, calling
it “fictional,” “hyperbolic” and “at
odds with state law.”

He joked that the case was based on
a naïve understanding of “the way
things work,” his shorthand for the in-
ner workings of government. 

Claims no link to slave trade

The Brooklyn Paper’s coverage of the Barclays-Ratner
deal (top and bottom) and the company’s letter ob-
jecting to our coverage (center).

Congresswoman: End Barclays deal now

Congresswoman Yvette Clarke
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Marty for Mayor? This
cookie didn’t crumble

See MAYOR on page 16

MORE INSIDE
•Read Barclays’ letter: p.5
•Our editor’s response: p.5
•Anti-Ratner laugh-in: p.13

•It’s not just slavery (letter): p.6

That article was followed by stories in the New York
Daily News; the New York Times; the New York Sun;
the Independent, a British newspaper; TMZ, the celebri-
ty online magazine; and the Atlantic Yards Report, a
Web site. 

The Daily News responded to the letter with an edi-
torial calling discussion of Barclays’ slavery link
“grossly unfair, if not flat out wrong” — even though
its own reporter, Michael O’Keeffe, linked the bank to
slavery in his articles in the newspaper’s sports section.

Truell’s letter contends that the basis for the claim
that Barclays was founded on slave-trade profits — first
published in Eric Williams’s seminal 1944 book, “Capi-
talism and Slavery” — is “unsupported and mistaken.”

“Our research shows that Alexander Barclay was

never a partner, employee or agent of the bank and the
‘David Barclay’ referred to in this book also had no
connection with our bank,” read Truell’s letter.

But historians disagree. 
“I’m very sure that the David Barclay in [‘Capitalism

and Slavery’] is also the David Barclay that was a princi-
pal founder of the bank,” said Christopher Leslie Brown,
a historian of the British empire at Rutgers University.

Brown also challenged Truell’s contention that “it
is simply not true [that] Barclays was founded on the
proceeds of [the] slave trade.”

“David Barclay did business with slave holders on
a regular basis and profited handsomely from that
trade,” Brown said.

“Much of his wealth derived in trade of metals and
textiles with slaveholding colonies from North America
and probably also from the Caribbean,” Brown said.
“Was he a major slave trader? Probably not. Did he
profit from the slave economy? He indisputably did.”

When The Brooklyn Paper asked Truell to comment
on Brown’s assertions, the spokesman actually quoted
from Brown’s newest book, “Moral Capital: the
Foundations of British Abolitionism.” 

‘Domain’
foes have
their day
in court

See DOMAIN on page 13

See BARCLAYS on page 5

9-11 widow finds love again

Marian Fontana, a 9-11 wid-
ow, has gotten engaged.

“I am blessed to have so much love
in my life.”

Fontana told friends that she had a
hunch that Martinez, a fine arts pho-
tographer and author of “Confessions
of a Seminarian: Searching for a Soul
in the Shadow of Empire,” was going
to propose because he first asked
Fontana’s 10-year-old son, Aidan,
about how he should go about it. 

“Tom asked for Aidan’s permission
first, a gesture so sweet and so indica-

tive of the love they share,” Fontana
wrote in that email. 

“I was not surprised that he began
his proposal with ‘I love Aidan with all
my heart.’”

Of course, 10-year-olds aren’t the best
at keeping secrets, so Fontana knew the
big question was about to be popped.

Though she now lives in Staten Is-
land, Fontana remains a larger-than-life
figure in Park Slope, thanks to the way
she mobilized the neighborhood after
9-11 to keep Squad 1 open when the
city threatened to shut it down just
weeks after the attacks.

The squad, which is housed on Union
Street between Sixth and Seventh av-
enues, lost 12 firefighters that day. 

See LOVE IN B’KLYN on page 13
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SMART
mom

Gets the
inside scoop
PAGE 13

�Dating your belly
Dating in this city can be hard on the

stomach, a lesson I learned recently
when a prospective romance imploded
and in the process cost me access to my
favorite sandwich.

The sandwich in question — an unri-
valed three-meat marvel that had long
been a balm to my troubled digestion —
came from a restaurant on Atlantic Av-
enue, where, over time, I developed a
secret lust for a fetching young counter-
lady, whom I knew was also the owner.

My mind reeled from the potential
gastronomic benefits of our pairing, and
one day I worked up the nerve to talk to

her. To my astonishment, she gave me her
email address, and later, agreed to meet. I
could scarcely believe my luck: a date
with the architect of my sandwich. 

However, our nascent affair ended be-
fore it really began. After just a few
emails, my young sandwich temptress
started grilling me about marriage, chil-
dren, and commitment. I was alarmed, as
I felt her to be skipping several important
steps in our relationship, namely the first
date. She then began calling and text-
messaging me — and eventually left me
a scathing voicemail. I ended it there.

I didn’t find my beloved — and I lost
my beloved sandwich in the process. 

— John O’Connor STARTS ON PAGE 7

• An ex-sexpert shares
tricks of the trade

• Why your kitchen’s
the hottest room in
your house

• B’klyn’s best sweets
for your sweetie

VALENTINE’S SPECIAL

THE BOROUGH OF LOVE... �VALENTINE’S DAY 2007



SAT, FEB 10

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
MORNING BIRDING: Salt Marsh Nature Center

hosts a walk around its Nature Trail. Learn
about the birds of the salt marsh and see
some of the winter migrants. 8 am. 3302
Ave. U. Call 311 for info. Free.

WALKING TOUR: Urban Park Rangers explore
Fort Greene Park. Learn about the park’s his-
tory and the 148-foot-tall Martyrs’ Monu-
ment. 1 pm. Fort Green Visitor Center. Enter
park near the Myrtle Avenue and Washington
Park entrance. Call 311 for info. Free.

ANIMAL COURTSHIP: Salt Marsh Nature Center
hosts a talk on how animals attract mates.
Learn about flirting pre-Valentines Day. 1 pm.
Meet at 3302 Ave. U. Call 311 for info. Free.

WALKING TOUR: Mauricio Lorence hosts a tour
of Fort Greene, Clinton Hill and Brooklyn
Heights. $25. 2 pm to 5 pm. Marriott Hotel,
333 Adams St. (718) 789-0430.

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC: Brooklyn Public Library’s Brooklyn

Heights branch presents The Ben Gooding
Show featuring music of the Caribbean. Also,
gospel, rhythm and blues, Broadway tunes
and jazz. Noon to 1 pm. 280 Cadman Plaza
West. (718) 623-7100. Free.

BAM: Brooklyn Academy of Music presents an
adaptation of the novella by Thomas Mann
“Death in Venice.” Artistic director John
Neumeier presents a dance of death. $20 to
$70. 7:30 pm. Howard Gilman Opera House,
30 Lafayette Ave. (718) 636-4100. 

BARGEMUSIC: Enhanced music concert with
music by Beethoven, Gershwin, Wolf and
Dvorak. $40. 7:30 pm. Fulton Ferry Landing,
Old Fulton Street at the East River. (718) 624-
2083.

GALAPAGOS ART SPACE: presents a musical
melodrama about a building which falls in
love with a real estate developer, “Little
Building” by Nick Jones. $15. 7:30 pm. 70 N.
Sixth St. (718) 384-4586.

MUSIC: Brooklyn Conservatory of Music pres-
ents Omni Ensemble. Works by Bach, Cop-
land, Faure, Mozart and others. $15, $10 stu-
dents and seniors. 8 pm. Center for the
Performing Arts at the College of Staten
Island, 2800 Victory Blvd. (718) 859-8649. 

CHILDREN
TEEN ART CONFERENCE: Brooklyn Arts

Exchange offers peer to peer opportunities
to teens who study and perform theater and
dance. Workshops, performances, panel dis-
cussions and more. 9:30 am to 5 pm. PS 24,
427 38th St. Advance registration required.
(718) 832-0018. Free.

ART MAKING: Brooklyn Museum hosts “Arty
Facts.” Explore the galleries, enjoy a family
activity and create art. Appropriate for ages
four to seven. $8 adults, free for kids 12 and
under and members. 11 am to 2 pm. 200
Eastern Pkwy. (718) 638-5000.

MAGIC SHOW: King Henry Entertainment per-
forms. Appropriate for kids 5 to 12 years. 2
pm to 4 pm. New Utrecht Reformed Church,
18th Avenue at 84th Street. (718) 236-0678.
Free.

KIDS CAFE: Dancewave’s Kids Company per-
forms. Festival celebrates salsa music and
dance. Performances by over 200 kids from
across NYC. $20, $12 kids. 3 pm. Long Island
University’s Kumble Theater, DeKalb and
Flatbush avenues. (718) 522-4696. 

OTHER
POKEMON TOURNAMENT: at Kings Games.

Noon. 1685 East 15th St. www.op.pokemon-
tcg.com. 

HUNTERFLY ROAD HOUSES: Learn how Black
people lived in the mid-1800s, early 1900s

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN
Compiled by Susan Rosenthal Jay
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WHERE TO

and early 1930s with a guided tour of
these historic houses. $4. Free for resi-
dents of 11213 and 11233 with ID and
children under 12. Noon. 1698 Bergen St.
(718) 629-5400.  

TABLA RASA GALLERY: hosts a discussion
“What is Original Art?” Master printmak-
er Agnes Murray leads talk. 2:00 pm. 224
48th St. (718) 833-9100. Free.

RECEPTION: Sankaranka Gallery of Contem-
porary African Art hosts an opening
reception. 3 pm to 6 pm. 111 Front St.
(718) 666-3636. 

BROOKLYN PRIDE: hosts a bus trip to Atlan-
tic City. Trip is co-sponsored by Ginger’s
Pub, host of a happy hour. $35. 3:00 pm

to 5:00 pm. Trip leaves at 5:00 pm. 363
Fifth Ave. (718) 670-3337. 

EXHIBIT: Hogar Collection presents “All
Alive at Once,” new paintings by
Matthew Johnson. 6 pm to 9 pm. 111
Grand St. (718) 388-5022.

BACHELOR AUCTION: Xaverian High
School hosts a Valentine dance and auc-
tion fundraiser. $50 includes buffet and
wine. 7 pm to 11 pm. 7100 Shore Rd.
(718) 836-7100, ext. 184. 

HOLIDAY PARTY: Brooklyn Society for Ethi-
cal Culture hosts a fundraiser to celebrate
marriage. Singles, couples, LGBTQ, and
straight folks are all welcome. Bring your
tux, wedding dress or veil. Jacqué Dupreé

in  concert. Also, music and dancing. $20
donation plus any unused wedding gifts
and/or food/beverages for the potluck sup-
per and auction. 7 pn. 53 Prospect Park
West. (718) 768-2972. 

FILM SCREENING: “An Evening of the World’s
Best Short Films,” hosted by The Brooklyn
Lyceum. Special guest is Adrian Grenier, star
of HBO’s “Entourage” series. He answers
questions about “Euthanasia,” his short film.
$12. 7:30 pm. 227 Fourth Ave. at President
St. (718) 857-4816. 

SUN, FEB 11

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
ICE SKATING: The Wollman Rink is open. $5, $3

seniors and children. $5.50 skate rental. 10 am
to 1 pm; 2 pm to 6 pm; 7 pm to 10 pm. Pros-
pect Park, access through the Parkside/
Ocean avenues entrance or the Lincoln Road/
Ocean Avenue entrance. (718) 287-5252.

PERFORMANCE
BCBC: Brooklyn Center for the Performing Arts

at Brooklyn College presents “On Broadway
with Melba Moore.” $15 to $30. 2 pm. Walt
Whitman Hall at Brooklyn College, one block
from the intersection of Flatbush and
Nostrand avenues. (718) 951-4800. 

BARGEMUSIC: Enhanced music concert with
music of Beethoven, Gershwin, Wolf and
Dvorak. $40. 4 pm. Fulton Ferry Landing, Old
Fulton Street at the East River. (718) 624-2083.

GALAPAGOS ART SPACE: “Little Building.”
7:30 pm. See Sat., Feb. 10.

CHILDREN
BROOKLYN CHILDREN’S MUSEUM: hosts a

family science workshop: “Luck of the Dra-
gon.” Kids are invited to celebrate Chinese
New Year and discover the significance of
the dragon in Chinese culture. Arts and crafts
follow. Appropriate for ages five and older.
$4, free for members. 1 pm to 3 pm. Also,
tap to hip-hp dance show. 2:30 pm. 145
Brooklyn Ave. (718) 735-4400.  

KID’S KRAFTS: Salt Marsh Nature Center invites
kids to make something special for Valen-
tine’s Day. 1 pm. 3302 Ave. U. Call 311 for
info. Free.

GROUNDHOG SERIES: Brooklyn Arts Exchange
presents a series for family audiences. Today:
“The Other Side of This Life,” featuring jug-
gler Nicolas Flair. $10, $8 kids 12 and
younger. 2 pm. 421 Fifth Ave. (718) 832- 0018.

KIDS CAFE: Dancewave’s Kids Company per-
forms. Festival celebrates salsa music and
dance. Performances by over 200 kids from
across NYC. $20, $12 kids. 3 pm. Long Island
University’s Kumble Theater, DeKalb and
Flatbush avenues. (718) 522-4696. 

OTHER
BUDDHIST MEDITATION CLASSES: Today’s

topic: “How to Solve our Human Problems
with Prayers for World Peace.” $10. 10 am to
11:15 am. Vajradhara Meditation Center, 380
Adelphi St.  #2. (718) 496-5514.

SUNDAY PLATFORM: Brooklyn Society for
Ethical Culture hosts its annual poetry plat-
form. Members and friends read personal,
favorite and international poetry. 11 am. 53
Prospect Park West. (718) 768-2972. Free.

CRAFT WORKSHOP: Brooklyn Artists Gym
offers a crafts class on Polaroid  and lift trans-
fers. $40. 2 pm to 5 pm. 168 Seventh St.
(718) 858-9069.

MOVIE: Union Temple presents “Women of the
Wall.” Award-winning documentary follows
struggle of a women’s prayer group for the
right to pray at the Western Wall. 3:00 pm.
Discussion with filmmaker Faye Lederman

TUESDAY, FEB. 13
72nd Precinct Community Council.
Regular meeting. Mariem Heim Center
(4520 Fourth Ave. at 45th Street), 7:30
pm. Call (718) 965-6326 for information. 
Community Board 7. Public hearing. On
the agenda: liquor license application for
Rose Quartz Lounge. Board offices (4201
Fourth Ave. at 43rd Street), 6 pm. Call
(718) 854-0003 for information.
South Park Slope Community Group &
Concerned Citizens of Green-Wood
Heights. On the agenda: Plan for sup-
ported housing at 575 Fifth Ave. Grand
Prospect Hall (263 Prospect Ave.
between Fourth and Fifth avenues), 7
pm. Call (718) 854-0003 for information.

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 14
Community Board 6. Full board meeting.
Long Island College Hospital, conference
rooms A and B (339 Hicks St. at Atlantic
Avenue), 6:30 pm. Call (718) 643-3027 for
information.
Community Board 2. Full board meeting.
ART/NY (138 South Oxford St. between
Atlantic Avenue and Hanson Place), 6 pm.
Call (718) 596-5410 for information.

THURSDAY, FEB. 15
Community Board 7. Public hearing. On
the agenda: Plan for supported housing
at 575 Fifth Ave. St. John-St. Matthew
Emmanuel Lutheran Church (283 Pros-
pect Ave. between Fifth and Sixth
avenues), 6:30 pm. Call (718) 854-0003
for information.

CIVIC CALENDAR

To list an event in the Civic Calendar, e-mail newsroom@brooklynpaper.com or fax (718) 834-9278.
See 9 DAYS on page 11

Art break: Matthew Johnson shows his latest works, including “I accept
chaos, I am not sure whether it accepts me” (above), at Hogar Collec-
tion. The show opens Feb. 10.

SATURDAY 
February 10

The real
entourage
HBO’s Sunday night star
Adrian Grenier is set to
drop by the 27th Asbury
Shorts at the Brooklyn
Lyceum with his band,
The Honey Brothers.
The “Entourage” star
will also be screening
his new short film,
“Euthanasia.” 

7:30 pm at the Brooklyn
Lyceum (227 Fourth Ave. at
President Street in Park
Slope). $12. For information
call (866) GOWANUS or visit
www.brooklynlyceum.com

SUNDAY 
February 11

Maine event
The boat will be rockin’
on Sunday night when
Maine’s DaPonte String
Quartet lands at Barge-
music. Joining the group
on piano for Dvorak’s
Quintet for Piano and
Strings in A Major will
be New York Times art
critic Michael Kimmelman. 

4 pm at Bargemusic (Fulton
Ferry Landing, Old Fulton
Street at the East River in
DUMBO). $40. For informa-
tion call (718) 624-2083.

WEDNESDAY
February 14

V-day dance
Southside Williamsburg’s
favorite Latin-flavored
lounge, Bembe, is show-
ing its love this Valentine’s
Day with a party called
Love Beat. Featuring live
percussion by Chauncey
Yearwood and DJs from
brooklynradio.net, the
basement lounge could
be the place to bring
your sweetheart — or to
find one.

10 pm at Bembe (81 S. Sixth
St. at Berry Street in Williams-
burg). Free. For information
call (718) 387-5389.

THURSDAY
February 15

Hip hops
Bushwick-based five
piece White Rabbits are
about to release their
debut record, so check
‘em out at the newly
relocated Luna Lounge
before the rest of the
world catches on.
Opening acts will be
Ford & Fitzroy and
Hayes Peebles.

7 pm at Luna Lounge (361
Metropolitan Ave. at Have-
meyer Street in Williamsburg).
$8. For information visit
www.lunalounge.com.

FRIDAY
February 16

Going ‘Def’
BAM’s “Brooklyn Next”
festival, which is billed as
“a borough-wide cele-
bration of Brooklyn’s
musical talent,” kicks off
with the first of two sets
by Brooklyn Heights resi-
dent Mos Def. 

8 pm at the Howard Gilman
Opera House at the Brooklyn
Academy of Music (30 Lafa-
yette Ave. at Ashland Place in
Fort Greene). $20-$40. For
information call (718) 636-4100. 
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Make Valentine’s Day
A Memorable one with Elegance

at

Marco Polo
Ristorante

Wednesday, February 14th
Choose from our Special à la Carte Menu

and Valentine Dessert

Enjoy the ambiance of our roaring fireplace
and live piano music

–– Marco Polo Ristorante ––
345 Court St. (corner of Union)

Call For Reservations (718) 852-5015

Visit our website: www.MarcoPoloRistorante.com
• Free Valet Parking
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SATNICK’S

VALENTINE’S DAY
SALE

UP TO 75% OFF
ON ALL GOLD, DIAMONDS, SILVER
JEWELRY, WATCHES, & GIFTWARE

187 STATE ST. (between Court & Boerum)

718-852-1421 
HOURS: M-F 9:30 AM - 6:30 PM; SAT. 11-5

SUGGESTED
RETAIL PRICE

Loose
Dentures?
GO AHEAD....
Eat what you want!
Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morning,
have the “Mini-Implant System”
placed in less than two hours,
then go out and enjoy your
favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive or pastes.

As recently demonstrated by Dr. Tony
on ABC & Fox News

• This advanced system is FDA-Approved.
• It is a one-step, non-surgical procedure.
• No sutures, nor the typical months of healing.
• No pain or discomfort.
• Affordable (Payment Plans

available and Insurance coverage)

Dr. Tony is recognized
as a Professor of the Mini Dental Implant.

Call today for your FREE Consultation

718-833-6895
461 77th St – Bay Ridge

1412 Richmond Rd – Staten Island
www.oraldentalcare.com

*ONLY $495
FOR DENTURE!
Limited Time Offer
*with a puchase of MDI

The Child Study Center of New York, Est. 1981

is offering

Fort Greene’s finest

Day Care
. . .Where Life Long Learning Begins . . .

Serving ages 2-6 • 7:30am-6pm available

✔ Licensed by the Department of

Health Bureau of Day Care

✔ New York State Certified teachers

✔ Arts & Crafts

✔ Computers in Classrooms

✔ CPR and First Aid Certified Staff

✔ Enrichment Programs

✔ Full/Half Day, Extended Day

and As Needed Hours

✔ Fully Air Conditioned

✔ Indoor Gym

✔ Integrated Program

✔ Nutritional Breakfast/Lunch

available, Free or at Reduced Rate

✔ Reading Readiness

✔ Safe and Nurtuing environment

✔ Spacious Well-Equipped

classrooms

DON’T DELAY, REGISTER TODAY.  SEATS ARE LIMITED.
Contact: Janet Williams, Program Director

(718) 854-3710, childstudyctr@aol.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

167 Clermont Avenue
between Myrtle & DeKalb Aves.

Massage Therapy for mind, body & spirit

HEALING ARTS

Lauren Hampel, LMT
Member AMTA & NCBTMB

• Swedish  • Shiatsu  • Sports
• Hot Stone  • Deep Tissue

718-797-5318
COBBLE HILL

Gift Certificates Available

Lean on Me
B O D Y W O R K S

BEFORE
AFTER

WE KNOW WHAT IT TAKES

718-222-8713 • leanonmebodyworks.com

of Brooklyn
Heights

Car & Limo Service

• Local & Long Distance Services

• Airport Transportation

• Medical Pickup & Drop Off

Atlantic City,
Foxwood and
Mohegan Sun

Casinos

24 Hour Door-to-Door Service

(718) 230-8100
www.myrtlecarservice.com

68 Washington Avenue • Clinton Hill
www.repopny.com

WED thru SUN - 11am to 7pm
718 260 8032

85 Court Street in Downtown Brooklyn

Open 7 Days A Week • • (718) 243-0844

®

We Appreciate Your Business!

Light My Fire!

Over 30 Years
in Business

Featuring
Home Delivery
within Brooklyn

Fireplace Supplies
logs, matches,

toolsets & more

10% OFF ALL STORE MERCHANDISE WITH THIS AD

Valentine’s Day!

burke talon
A WOMEN’S BOUTIQUE IN COBBLE HILL

192 Amity St. Bklyn, NY 11201
in between Court and Clinton

(212) 812-3994

Find a Unique
and

Personal Gift
for a

Pretty Lady

BLACK FACTS was the ca-
nary in the coalmine. The
popular black bookstore — a

mainstay in Downtown Brooklyn
and a haven for readers put off by
all the best-sellers and mass-market
fiction at the local chain store near-
by — closed last month.

And Diamond Girl on Fulton
Street couldn’t keep up with the
rent hikes and competition from
Zales on the nearby Fulton Mall. 

Mom-and-pop businesses — most
of them built from nothing — are
blinking out of existence faster than
Christmas tree lights on the fritz.

In most of America, these store owners would be called “the
embodiment of the American Dream.” In Downtown Brooklyn,
they’re called “in the way.”

Does anyone doubt that Downtown Brooklyn — where
mountainous condominium towers and hotels are going up two
and three at a time — will soon be nothing but Middle Ameri-
can chain stores?

There’s no longer any room for anything quirky and different
Downtown. We’re trying to force our neighborhoods into a mold
of what we think “successful” looks like.

The face of Downtown Brooklyn is changing. It’s overdue,
perhaps, but the people who made the area vibrant and lively are
being tossed out with the evening’s trash.

Small-business owners in Downtown Brooklyn are terrified
by what they’re seeing all around them — big-time developers
swooping in, buying the buildings their storefronts are in and
kicking them (and their dreams) out.

The City Council unanimously rezoned Downtown Brooklyn
in 2004 to bring in high-rise office towers and sleek new resi-
dences.

It’s happening already. So congratulations to our esteemed
councilmembers. But in a severe case of shortsightedness, the
rezoning is killing the small businesses that already existed in
the area. Now, the buildings on the side streets — Lawrence,
Willoughby, Duffield — are being bought up one by one and
torn down to make way for something “better.”

Some betters are more equal than others.
Several buildings on Lawrence Street — housing a wig shop,

a nail salon and an art gallery — have already been bought by
developer Gregg Wolpert, who plans to demolish them as early
as June. He paid an astounding $11 million for the three one-
floor buildings. (Then again, not so astounding: Wolpert wasn’t
buying the decrepit little buildings; he was buying the scores of
floors he could build on top of them.)

Joyce Kiehm’s wig shop has been on Lawrence Street since
1986. She emigrated here from Korea, started her own business
and played by all the rules. 

“I don’t know what’s going to happen to me,” said Kiehm,
who has two years left on a lease that most experts say will nev-
er be renewed, even if she could afford the inevitable rent hike.

And it’s not just Lawrence Street that’s changing.
“This whole neighborhood is changing. [The developers] are

focusing more on people with money,” Kiehm said. “I’m too
small a fish compared to them.”

“I’m not counted as part of the community anymore,” she
added. And that’s probably what hurts most. 

Sandy Boodran is also feeling the pain. The owner of Justin’s
Island Cuisine across the street from Kiehm, Boodran is rapidly
losing business.

As much as change can be good sometimes, Boodran knows
that what’s happening to Downtown Brooklyn isn’t good for her.

“Everyday it’s a different story,” she says. “I’m just trying to
hang on.”

So Downtown may get a new office tower with an Au Bon
Pain in the lobby. But where will real people get their curried
goat or their wigs?

THE KITCHEN SINK
The Toastmasters, an organization that promotes speaking

and leadership skills, is now accepting members from Down-
town’s Long Island University. So if you need to learn to make
toasts, or like to eat toast, give them a call. … The West African
band, Kakande, will be playing on Feb. 10 at 9 pm at 227
Duffield St. — one of the disputed Underground Railroad hous-
es — to raise awareness (and maybe some money). Suggested
donations are $8. … Rep. Ed Towns (D–Brooklyn Heights) is
demanding potty parity for women. Towns wants a law to in-
crease the number of women’s bathrooms in public places like
sports arenas and theaters so women can drink as much as they
want and never miss a big play because of bathroom lines. …
Kevin Powell, who tried to beat Towns last year, had a party
for himself at LIU’s Kumble Theater on Monday to celebrate 20
years as a poet, journalist and “hip-hop historian.” We hope
more people showed up at the celebration than voted for him.

Talk to us. Write: Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com.

Whose D’town
is it anyway?

stoopTHE

BROOKLYN HEIGHTS–DOWNTOWN DUMBO

HEIGHTS
LOWDOWN

Christie Rizk

By Josh Saul
The Brooklyn Paper

Three houses on Duffield Street —
which some believe were stations on the
Underground Railroad — should be spared
the wrecking ball even if they’re not histori-
cally significant because they provide a liv-
ing reminder of the slavery still with us to-
day, a British labor leader said on Monday.

Bill Adams of the British Trades Union
Congress, toured 227 Duffield St., whose
owner believes it was a station on the fa-

mous fugitive slave route, but is nonetheless
slated to be torn down for an underground
parking lot.

“We still have people making starvation
wages, from Eastern Europeans making
[$25] a week to women being trafficked and
re-trafficked,” said Adams. “The legacy of
slavery is still with us today.” 

And that, Adams said, makes the Duffield
Street houses relevant today. In England, he
said, they could only be torn down after “an
official inquiry.”

Adams toured the house with its owner,

Joy Chatel, who showed off a bricked-over
portion of the basement wall that she believes
was once a passageway between homes.

Chatel says her house, and the others, are
historically important and should be protect-
ed, but the consulting company hired by the
city could not find a link between the
Duffield houses and the Underground Rail-
road.

The houses are in an area that had been
rezoned to encourage high-rise construction
and could be seized by the state’s power of
eminent domain.

By Christie Rizk
The Brooklyn Paper

Dewar’s whiskey is about as hip as your old
grandad’s Old Grandad. So why is the whiskey
advertising in DUMBO — the land of the hip and
cool?

Residents of the land down under the Manhattan
Bridge overpass looked up at the side of 67 Jay St.
last week and found an old-style painted advertise-
ment on the building instead of the usual gray brick.

The ad — which features a gentleman in a waist-
coat and spats bent over a pool table — is part of an
ad campaign by Dewar’s to attract a younger clientele.

“They’re definitely looking to change their image
and reach the hipster crowd,” said Adrian Moeller,
president of Colossal Media, the Brooklyn-based
company that put up the ad in one day last week.

“They’ve got some other [ads] up in Williamsburg
and the Lower East Side — wherever the hip crowd
hangs out.”

Colossal didn’t design the ads — those were pro-
vided by Dewar’s and designed by well-known
Brooklyn artist Sheppard Fairey — but this kind of
old-fashioned painted ad is the kind of thing Colos-
sal specializes in.

And in a day and age when everything old is new
again, they also decided to give the ad an aged look.

The ads will stay up from a month to a year, de-
pending on how long Dewar’s wants to extend its
contract with Colossal.

But Moeller things they’ll be up for a long time. 
“Dewar’s loves the ads,” he said.
So do some passers-by.
“They’re good because they’re not run of the

mill,” said Jim Sweeney. “They have a nice, hand-
made look, which is perfect for this kind of neigh-
borhood.”

By Christie Rizk
The Brooklyn Paper

Police rushed into a Montague
Street bank on Monday and shot a
berserk bandit who tried to rob the
security-glass-protected branch
with a knife.

The alleged robber, 27-year-old
Andy Wilson of Brownsville,
walked into the Citibank branch
near the corner of Clinton Street,
waited in line and then brandished
a 12-inch knife at the teller, who
was protected behind the bullet-
proof glass.

Khamis Elsayed, a popular cof-
fee vendor on the street who had
come into the bank to make change,
was standing behind Wilson, and
saw him reach for the knife.

“I saw him looking back and
forth and up and down. It was very
strange,” Elsayed said. “Then I saw
a knife in his right hand. He started
lifting it up, and that’s when I ran.”

Wilson demanded money and
went berserk when the teller re-

fused to comply, cops said. She hit
the silent alarm instead as Wilson
screamed, “Give me the money!”
and banged repeatedly on her pro-
tective shield.

Within minutes, cops in helmets
and flak jackets had stormed the
building, briefly giving Montague
Street the look of a siege.

When Wilson lunged at the
cops, one of the officers shot him in
the stomach, bringing down the de-
ranged man with one round.

“The cops pointed their guns,”
said witness Ronald Pritchard, who
added that the officers did their best
to talk Wilson down before shoot-
ing him.

“He didn’t drop it, [so] they shot
him and kicked the knife away.”

Wilson was handcuffed, strapp-
ed to a wheelchair and then taken
to Lutheran Hospital, where he is
expected to make a full recovery. 

He is in stable condition and has
been charged with robbery, crimi-
nal possession of a weapon, menac-
ing, and criminal mischief.

Brit: Save Duffield houses

Shots at Citibank on Montague

DUMBO painting the town Dewar’s

A hand-painted ad for Dewar's whiskey showed up one day over 67 Jay
St. in DUMBO.
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Police leave the Citi-
bank at 181 Montague
St., where a man
allegedly armed with a
knife was shot by offi-
cers Monday morning.
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DON’T let the foam fool you.
After a thorough canvass of
Red Hook, Carroll Gardens

and Cobble Hill’s best-loved coffee
shops, one of the nation’s top-
ranked baristas — yes, coffee prep-
aration is a ranked field — has de-
termined that South Brooklyn is
drowning in milky waves of im-
properly prepared cappuccino. 

“These guys are just going
through the motions,” said Nick
Cho, winner of this year’s Southeast
Regional Barista Championship,
and guru of a nascent movement
that aims to treat lattes like fine
wines, with sommeliers, sniff-tests and an appreciation for how
the brew was made. 

Cho, who will compete in the Barista Nationals this spring, was
in Brooklyn as a demitasse doyen, here to teach the art of espresso-
making and, in his off-hours, educate me to the potential for great-
ness in the muck I slurp morning, noon and, occasionally, night.  

And educate he did. 
I have always regarded the saggy, white crest atop a cappucci-

no somewhat warily, a creamy, but ultimately costly signature of
the caffeine-gluttony that has marked my transition into the cubi-
cle-land of adulthood. 

At worst, the foam was a bothersome white wall between my
lips and the precious, dark caffeine floating murkily below.

Apparently, my experience is a familiar one known by indus-
try insiders as the “seafoam problem.” 

“When the milk is over-steamed, the bubbles get too big and
dry up,” Cho explained. “It’s become a standard in American
cappuccino.” 

Baked, in Red Hook, was Cho’s ground zero for the current
movement in the beverage’s consumption — the second wave. 

“This is coffee for enjoyment’s sake, but nobody is paying
enough attention,” he said, noting the way the barista’s eyes
wandered away from the steamer even as the milk reached its
critical boiling point. 

Roaming eyes aside, the sleek bakery ranked number- one
among the coffee-selling establishments open on a Sunday af-
ternoon in the BoCoCa-Hook java-triangle, beating out Nai-
dre’s, the Coffee Den, Bococas Cafe, and Georgia’s Place,
which boasted a sweet, but undeniably watery, ’cino. 

(The grandfather of South Brooklyn java, D’Amico’s, is
closed on the seventh day, so Cho couldn’t render his verdict.) 

The perfect cappuccino, according to Cho, can’t be found in
South Brooklyn, and, in fact, is only for sale at perhaps three es-
tablishments in the entire city of New York.

Cafe Grumpy in Greenpoint is the only such place in Brooklyn. 
The problem with most places, he told me, often begins with

premature percolation. 
“The espresso shouldn’t be shooting out in six seconds,” Cho

hissed as we stood, his stopwatch ticking, at the counter in The Cof-
fee Den on Union Street. And of course, there is the foam issue. 

“If the milk is steamed properly,” he said, “the bubbles are
very small and the milk is liquid and silky. You should be able
to sip a cappuccino without a spoon.”

Another issue is size, he said. 
“A piece of sushi shouldn’t be a foot long and a cappuccino

shouldn’t be 16 ounces,” Cho said, noting that any place that
serves the Italian brew in multiple sizes, whether they are called
“large,” “big,” or the less-pretentious “grande,” should be re-
garded with suspicion.

But who can put an issue of the paper to bed with a single-
shot cappuccino? Obviously, Cho is living in a dream world.

THE KITCHEN SINK
K-9 crackdown: City health inspectors have hit Red Hook’s

Coffee Den with a big bone of a ticket for allowing pets inside
the cozy cafe. If you like your local java-slinger, don’t bring your
pooch to meet her, lest she get a ticket. …Smith and Vine re-
opened this month one block south of its old location, at 268
Smith St., after its ex-landlord refused to offer a secure lease. The
upshot is the new location — formerly the South Brooklyn Lo-
cal Development Corporation — is bigger and simply “bet-
ter,” Vine sommelier Patrick Watson told the Stoop. Good news
for SBLDC staffers, though; the agency is keeping a small office
in the rear of the wine tasting bar. … Rise up singing: A new
gospel chorus, theGowanus Chorale, is looking for singers.
Wanna join? Call Dave Hall at (718) 260-9308. …The race is
over: Marathon Bank just opened at the corner of Atlantic Av-
enue and Bond Street, earning title as the first bank to break into
Boerum Hill. … Update on the lonely cat story: Two weeks ago,
we reported that a lonely black cat is living in the former video
store at 145 Union St. because the owner’s wife, who lives up-
stairs, is allergic. If you’re a cat lover who wants to adopt this
mouser, call (646) 279-7399.

Talk to us. Write: Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com.

Guru espresses
coffee disgust

stoopTHE

CARROLL GARDENS–COBBLE HILL BOERUM HILL
RED HOOK

BROOKLYN 
SOUTH

Ariella Cohen

SATNICK’S

VALENTINE’S DAY
SALE

UP TO 75% OFF
ON ALL GOLD, DIAMONDS, SILVER
JEWELRY, WATCHES, & GIFTWARE

187 STATE ST. (between Court & Boerum)

718-852-1421 
HOURS: M-F 9:30 AM - 6:30 PM; SAT. 11-5

SUGGESTED
RETAIL PRICE

Loose
Dentures?
GO AHEAD....
Eat what you want!
Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morning,
have the “Mini-Implant System”
placed in less than two hours,
then go out and enjoy your
favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive or pastes.

As recently demonstrated by Dr. Tony
on ABC & Fox News

• This advanced system is FDA-Approved.
• It is a one-step, non-surgical procedure.
• No sutures, nor the typical months of healing.
• No pain or discomfort.
• Affordable (Payment Plans

available and Insurance coverage)

Dr. Tony is recognized
as a Professor of the Mini Dental Implant.

Call today for your FREE Consultation

718-833-6895
461 77th St – Bay Ridge

1412 Richmond Rd – Staten Island
www.oraldentalcare.com

*ONLY $495
FOR DENTURE!
Limited Time Offer
*with a puchase of MDI

The Child Study Center of New York, Est. 1981

is offering

Fort Greene’s finest

Day Care
. . .Where Life Long Learning Begins . . .

Serving ages 2-6 • 7:30am-6pm available

✔ Licensed by the Department of

Health Bureau of Day Care

✔ New York State Certified teachers

✔ Arts & Crafts

✔ Computers in Classrooms

✔ CPR and First Aid Certified Staff

✔ Enrichment Programs

✔ Full/Half Day, Extended Day

and As Needed Hours

✔ Fully Air Conditioned

✔ Indoor Gym

✔ Integrated Program

✔ Nutritional Breakfast/Lunch

available, Free or at Reduced Rate

✔ Reading Readiness

✔ Safe and Nurtuing environment

✔ Spacious Well-Equipped

classrooms

DON’T DELAY, REGISTER TODAY.  SEATS ARE LIMITED.
Contact: Janet Williams, Program Director

(718) 854-3710, childstudyctr@aol.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

167 Clermont Avenue
between Myrtle & DeKalb Aves.

Massage Therapy for mind, body & spirit

HEALING ARTS

Lauren Hampel, LMT
Member AMTA & NCBTMB

• Swedish  • Shiatsu  • Sports
• Hot Stone  • Deep Tissue

718-797-5318
COBBLE HILL

Gift Certificates Available

Lean on Me
B O D Y W O R K S

BEFORE
AFTER

WE KNOW WHAT IT TAKES

718-222-8713 • leanonmebodyworks.com

of Brooklyn
Heights

Car & Limo Service

• Local & Long Distance Services
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‘Traffic Stopper’ slows
Red Hookers on Van Brunt

Unmasked! Boerum Hill woman

By Chris Curen
for The Brooklyn Paper

In a creative attempt to combat Red Hook’s mushrooming
traffic problems, a seven-foot-tall, self-proclaimed “Traffic
Stopper” was covertly installed in the intersection of Van
Brunt and Dikeman streets early Saturday. 

Speculation is rife as to the identity of the artist, but the inten-
tion of the sculpture seems clear.

“They wanted to test the authorities and see if they were even
paying attention,” said Audrey Reynolds, who lives in an apart-
ment that overlooks the intersection. 

“Traffic has become so bad here, and nobody pays attention.
They wanted to see if anybody would even bother to take it
away.”

The cynicism was ill-founded.
The sculpture was erected somewhere around 3 am on Satur-

day, and police and the Department of Sanitation managed to re-
move the cider-block structure by 3 pm, allowing Fairway shop-
pers to browse for prosciutto and figs without further delay. 

But there was a message to the guerilla artist’s madness.
Traffic on Van Brunt has increased dramatically since the

Fairway supermarket opened in March. In July, the death of a
pedestrian at Walcott and Van Brunt — one block from the
sculpture and directly in front of a local public school — led to a
series of neighborhood protests.

Recently, a Department of Transportation study recommend-
ed a stop light for Sullivan and Van Brunt streets. But while the
city moves slowly towards installation, accidents on the 15-
block Van Brunt straightaway occur regularly. 

And with further development coming, many residents feel
that things will only get worse.

“The traffic is terrible and it needs to be addressed,” said
Stephen Merola, who came across the sculpture while getting his
morning coffee.

He said the recent installation of “No standing zones” near
key intersections has helped, “but you still see accidents every
week and near accidents almost daily. It wasn’t like this even a
year ago.”

When asked about the effectiveness of the sculpture, Merola
smiled. “It would have slowed me down,” he said. 

A source who knows the artist said he is planning future in-
stallations. But a police spokesman said that those artworks would
have as short a run as the “Traffic Stopper.” 

“It was an illegal structure, and it had to be removed,” the
spokesman said.                                   — with Dana Rubinstein

This traffic-calming device showed up on Sunday along busy Van
Brunt Street in Red Hook.

A townhouse owner added a driveway — and a curb
cut — to a home at 578 Pacific St. in Boerum Hill.

By Ariella Cohen
The Brooklyn Paper

You can hide your car in a
garage, but you can’t hide your
garage in your house. 

It’s a simple lesson that Boerum
Hill resident May Mosholu has
learned the hard way — with three
orders from the city to stop build-
ing, one mysterious incident of
vandalism and plenty of angry
stares from neighbors now that
she’s removed the construction
fence that had long shrouded her
undercover garage. 

“I always knew the garage was
in there behind the fences,” said
neighbor Grant Pezeshki, “but
when I finally saw it, I was both-
ered.”

And he wasn’t the only one.
Garages mean curb cuts and curb

cuts mean the loss of a valuable
parking space for all the other driv-
ers who don’t have their own lot. 

“The competition for parking is
more and more acute on a daily ba-
sis and the more curb cuts there are,

the harder it gets,” said Jo Anne Si-
mon, a Democratic district leader
and Boerum Hill resident.

“So, it’s not about someone else
having a parking space and not us,
but the larger combination of is-
sues. The garage is illegal and you
are taking away legal spaces to put
it there.” 

The neighbors aren’t the only
people complaining about the cut,
and the short driveway leading to
Moshulu’s secret garage. The De-
partment of Buildings hit her with a
violation, citing the zoning code
that forbids curb cuts on properties
its size. 

Mosholu did not return phone
calls from The Brooklyn Paper.

Buildings officials said this
week that she remains in violation
of code and has “10 days to pro-
vide the Department with plans to
bring the property into compliance
with the zoning regulations.

“Violations will continue to be
issued until they comply,” said Kate
Linquist, a DOB spokesperson.  

Stay tuned.
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SAY goodbye to Fort Greene
and Clinton Hill as you know
them. The neighborhoods are

fast transforming from middle-
class enclaves to upper-class nabes. 

Just look at the listings if you
don’t believe me.

A quick Internet search reveals
that Corcoran is hawking a town-
house on Washington Avenue for
$3.4 million, and Aguayo and
Huebener is selling a Washington
Park brownstone for $3.8 million. 

The average single-family home
in Community Board 2, which en-
compasses Fort Greene, Clinton
Hill, Boerum Hill, and Brooklyn Heights, sold for $1.75 million
in 2005, according to NYU’s Furman Center for Real Estate and
Urban Policy. 

No one is calling for the return of Murder Avenue and boarded-
up brownstones, but come on! Must Fort Greene become the milieu
of the super-rich? (Look at me, I’m even using the word milieu!)

This may sound provincial, or just plain naive — but I’ll just
put it out there: economic integration is a good thing.

Where I grew up, in an old industrial town outside of New
York City, our next-door neighbors ran a gas station. Down the
street lived a Lays potato chip deliveryman, who gave out
snack-sized bags of salty goodness every Halloween. We had
our white-collar sorts, too — a couple of doctors, an engineer.
And, of course, like any city, we had our millionaire’s row —
Bray Farm Lane, a 10-minute drive away. (Rumor had it that if
you trick-or-treated there, the homeowners gave out $1 bills).

As an adult, I’d take Fort Greene over the town of my youth
any day, but for a child, economic diversity is especially crucial
— it helped me understand that not everyone can afford tennis
camp and trips to Spain. 

But you don’t have to take my word for it. I’m backed up by
academics, even!

“It’s beneficial for children to see and interact with many dif-
ferent types of people, to enrich their understanding of world,”
said Ingrid Gould Ellen, co-director of New York University’s
Furman Center for Real Estate and Urban Policy.

Then there’s the issue of equity.
“If we’re skeptical that we’ll be able to achieve separate-but-

equal communities, then that’s one reason to support integra-
tion,” said Ellen. 

And we all know what a debacle “separate-but-equal” was. (See
Brown v. the Board of Education or modern-day housing projects.)

Fortunately, Fort Greene and Clinton Hill real estate isn’t be-
ing left entirely to brokers. 

Deborah Howard and the crew she heads up at the Pratt Area
Community Council routinely sell affordable housing. 

But in a true reflection of just how expensive the neighbor-
hood has become, even some of PACC’s below-market-rate
houses are, well, pricey.

PACC recently announced nine new “affordable homes” for
sale in Clinton Hill and Bedford–Stuyvesant — ranging in price
from $415,000 for a single-family home to $653,000 for a two-
family home. 

These are one- to three-family homes, and way below market
rate. 

Even so — hot damn! 
“The [prices] are higher than other home ownership opportu-

nities we have coming down the line,” Howard admitted. “All
we can try to do is to create as many affordable housing oppor-
tunities as we can.” 

And, to their credit, they are doing what they can.
Among the 72 new home ownership opportunities slated to

go on the market in future months, at least four will sell for
$25,000 each. 

Now that’s affordable housing. 
Let’s hope some of the middle- and working-class manage to

stick around that long. The neighborhood won’t be the same
without them.

THE KITCHEN SINK
If you graduated from Bishop McDonnell Memorial HS in

1930 (and want to impress your classmates with what you’ve done
over the last 76 years), your moment has arrived: the long-defunct
Prospect Heights parochial school will hold an alumni reunion at Fort
Greene’s Bishop Loughlin Memorial High on Mar. 31 for class-
es from the 1930s, as well as every five years from 1942–1972. For
information, call Janet Griffin at (718) 857-2700 x2251. … Present-
day high-schoolers from Benjamin Banneker Academy are
raising money for the Association of Community Organizations for
Reform Now (ACORN) in New Orleans. To contribute, call Terry
Samuel at (718) 797-3702 x412, or send tax-deductible checks to her
attention at Benjamin Banneker Academy, 77 Clinton Ave., Brook-
lyn, NY 11205 … The Myrtle Avenue BID revealed that a six-sto-
ry, 52-unit building called “The Clermont” will rise on Myrtle and
Clermont avenues. The jury’s still out on how much the units will cost.

Talk to us. Write: Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com.

Stinking Ft. Greene subway
By Michael Giardina
for the Brooklyn Paper

It’s the underpass that smells like un-
derpants.

The Fulton Street subway stop on the G
line in Fort Greene is the site of a smelly
mystery. An unknown stench fills the under-
pass connecting Brooklyn-bound trains to
Queens-bound trains — but it’s unclear
where the smell is coming from because the

underpass is actually clean and well main-
tained.

Riders don’t know what to make of it.
“It made me want to throw up,” said

Rashell Jenkins, “It’s disgusting, it smells
like a bathroom.” 

“It smells like urine in an open space,”
added Joshua Fried of Williamsburg, “I
think it’s refrigerated and that affects the
smell.” 

“It smells like that everyday,” added

Charlie M. of Queens, who rides the line
each day. 

“It smells like a dead body, that’s exactly
what a dead body smells like,” added anoth-
er rider, who did not want to give her name.

MTA New York City Transit did not re-
turn our call about the abominable under-
pass, but the agency’s Web site says it is put-
ting aside billions to restore and improve the
entire system.

Can they afford a little Mr. Clean?

Roadhogs! State officials agree
to stop stealing parking spaces

By Dana Rubinstein
The Brooklyn Paper

State officials have agreed
to stop hogging scarce park-
ing spaces in Fort Greene —
but only after The Stoop start-
ed asking too many questions.

In recent years, state bu-
reaucrats equipped with city
parking permits have plopped
their cars down all day long
in Fort Greene parking spots,
at the expense of area resi-
dents and small businesses —
despite the permits’ three-
hour time limits and the pres-
ence of 12 nearby subway
lines and the Long Island
Railroad.

Equally irksome, the city
Department of Transportation
— the same agency that is-
sued the permits to the gov-
ernment workers — recently
equipped many of those park-
ing spots with meters, ostensi-
bly to increase turnover and
boost patronage of local busi-
nesses. 

After The Stoop asked
about the misuse of permits
by Department of Taxation
and Finance workers at three

spots along Lafayette Avenue
at Fort Greene Place, the
agency, whose offices are a
block away on Hanson
Place, promised that its em-
ployees’ behavior would im-
prove.

“We spoke with the em-
ployees of that office [and] I
don’t think there’ll be any
more issues,” said Michael
Bucci, a Finance spokesman. 

Area residents were hope-
ful that the bureaucrats’ be-
havior would improve.

“We have to at least give
them a chance,” said Fredrik
Anderson, vice chair of the
Fort Greene Association, which
has campaigned hard for bet-
ter parking practices by gov-
ernment employees.

“Perhaps a new page has
turned.”

While their future parking
habits remain in question, one
thing remains certain — park-
ing in Fort Greene is an issue. 

“The meters initially did
open up space so people could
get in an out of stores,” said
Selma Jackson, who runs 4W
Circle on Fulton Street.  “But
it’s still tight.”

Class struggles
in Fort Greene
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FORT GREENE–CLINTON HILL

GREENE  
ACRES

Dana Rubinstein

SATNICK’S

VALENTINE’S DAY
SALE

UP TO 75% OFF
ON ALL GOLD, DIAMONDS, SILVER
JEWELRY, WATCHES, & GIFTWARE

187 STATE ST. (between Court & Boerum)

718-852-1421 
HOURS: M-F 9:30 AM - 6:30 PM; SAT. 11-5

SUGGESTED
RETAIL PRICE

Loose
Dentures?
GO AHEAD....
Eat what you want!
Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morning,
have the “Mini-Implant System”
placed in less than two hours,
then go out and enjoy your
favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive or pastes.

As recently demonstrated by Dr. Tony
on ABC & Fox News

• This advanced system is FDA-Approved.
• It is a one-step, non-surgical procedure.
• No sutures, nor the typical months of healing.
• No pain or discomfort.
• Affordable (Payment Plans

available and Insurance coverage)

Dr. Tony is recognized
as a Professor of the Mini Dental Implant.

Call today for your FREE Consultation

718-833-6895
461 77th St – Bay Ridge

1412 Richmond Rd – Staten Island
www.oraldentalcare.com

*ONLY $495
FOR DENTURE!
Limited Time Offer
*with a puchase of MDI

The Child Study Center of New York, Est. 1981

is offering

Fort Greene’s finest

Day Care
. . .Where Life Long Learning Begins . . .

Serving ages 2-6 • 7:30am-6pm available

✔ Licensed by the Department of

Health Bureau of Day Care

✔ New York State Certified teachers

✔ Arts & Crafts

✔ Computers in Classrooms

✔ CPR and First Aid Certified Staff

✔ Enrichment Programs

✔ Full/Half Day, Extended Day

and As Needed Hours

✔ Fully Air Conditioned

✔ Indoor Gym

✔ Integrated Program

✔ Nutritional Breakfast/Lunch

available, Free or at Reduced Rate

✔ Reading Readiness

✔ Safe and Nurtuing environment

✔ Spacious Well-Equipped

classrooms

DON’T DELAY, REGISTER TODAY.  SEATS ARE LIMITED.
Contact: Janet Williams, Program Director

(718) 854-3710, childstudyctr@aol.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

167 Clermont Avenue
between Myrtle & DeKalb Aves.

Massage Therapy for mind, body & spirit

HEALING ARTS

Lauren Hampel, LMT
Member AMTA & NCBTMB

• Swedish  • Shiatsu  • Sports
• Hot Stone  • Deep Tissue

718-797-5318
COBBLE HILL

Gift Certificates Available
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Riders are perplexed by the stink in the G-train station at Fulton Street in Fort Greene.
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Despite the sign, cars of officials regularly park all day at the in-
tersection of Lafayette Avenue and Fulton Street.
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Brooklyn’s Best

HOTEL
Free Continental Breakfast • 60 Rooms With All Amenities

Meeting Hall • Fitness Room • 4 Jacuzzi Rooms • Free Wireless Internet
Secure Limited Parking • View On The Bay • Close To Restaurants

Convenient Location

3218 Emmons Ave. Bklyn, NY SHEEPSHEAD BAY

(betw. Coyle & Bragg) E-mail: GM.NY275@choicehotels.com

Fax (718) 368-3963 Tel: (718) 368-3334

8 mi. to JFK • 20 mi. to LaGuardia
BY CHOICE HOTELS

The Choice is Yours

Prospect Park Residence provides the finest in senior living in a homelike setting.
From our rooftop garden and spacious apartments to our friendly staff, we’re 
committed to providing a warm and caring environment.

Located at Grand Army Plaza in the Park Slope section of Brooklyn, Prospect 
Park Residence offers a full spectrum of activities and diverse programs, including 
scheduled transportation to medical appointments, shopping trips and the theater.

Three kosher meals are offered daily, housekeeping and a dedicated staff are on-
hand 24 hours a day to provide medical assistance and other healthcare services.

Please call or visit us today and see why Prospect Park Residence is the finest in senior living.

Desiree McNally & Vicky Gonzalez
One Prospect Park West
Brooklyn, NY 11215-1613
718.622.8400

A-Z Dental, PC

• FREE Examination and Consultation
with any dental work

• Insurance and Medicaid plans accepted
• Ultimate 4-step sterilization
• Comprehensive Care, including

teeth whitening, bad breath, etc.

332 9th St. (718) 832-1222
(Bet. 5th-6th Aves.)        www.azdental.com

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK • 

$$5555 EXAMINATION, NECESSARY
X-RAYS AND TEETH CLEANING

with this ad

Family
Dentistry

Gentle, Painless Touch

(718) 258-2342

GROOMING • BOARDING
Dogs & Cats • Your Inspection Invited!
GROOMING • BOARDING
Dogs & Cats • Your Inspection Invited!

Best Health • Home Bred • Temperments
PUPPIES & KITTENS!PUPPIES & KITTENS!

FREE Kittensw/ Supplies

We Service the
Movie Stars!

2082 Flatbush Ave.  Bklyn, NY

5 STAR

WE SHIP Over 35
Years Exp.

BUYDIRECT

The Haven For Stuttering
offers treatment for stutterers of all ages 

utilizing proven methods for maximum satisfaction

TAKE YOUR FIRST STEP. HELPING MAKE DREAMS COME TRUE!

THE HAVEN FOR STUTTERING
2723 AVENUE R • BROOKLYN NEW YORK • 11229

Thestutterhaven@aol.com

718.375.5444

Customized Goals & Treatment Plans
Embracing Cognitive & Behavioral Factors
Family Counseling

Free Support Groups
Refresher Sessions
Educational Resources

PERSEVERANCE   
TURNS DREAMS 

INTO REALITY

WE SPECIALIZE IN: WE PROVIDE:

Art
Supplies for
the Fine Artist,
Graphic Artist,

Student
and Children

376
7th Ave.

(bet. 11th & 12th Sts)

369-4969

7th venue

Supplies

OPEN
7 DAYS
7AM-10PM

VEGAS
AUTO SPA

555 7th Avenue
enter from 19th St. just south of 7th Ave.

718-768-WASH (9274)
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CAR WASH

THE
CHEAPEST

CAR
WASH

IN
BROOKLYN!

“Platinum” Express Car Wash

Not to be combined with any other offers. Expires 4/15/2007

$277
WITH
COUPON
PLUS TAX

Includes:
• Double-body Bath
• FREE Under Carriage Blast

• Clean Wheels
• Hand Towel Dry

“Deluxe” Express Car Wash

Not to be combined with any other offers. Expires 4/15/2007

$554
WITH
COUPON
PLUS TAX

Includes:
• Double-Body Bath
• Wheel Bright
• Under Carriage Blast

• Hand Towel Dry
★ Wet Wax
★ Triple Polish
★ Armor All Tires

“The Best” Express Car Wash

Not to be combined with any other offers. Expires 4/15/2007

$808
WITH
COUPON
PLUS TAX

Includes:
• Double-Body Bath

• Wheel Bright

• Under Carriage Blast

• Hand Towel Dry

★ Wet Wax

★ Triple Polish

★ Armor All Tires

★ Complete

Rain-X Service

LA BRUSCHETTA Pizza-Pasta
restaurant on Seventh Avenue
hung an odd sign on the door

the other day: “No students allowed
on the premises between 11 am and
5 pm on school days.”

No students allowed? At a pizze-
ria across the street from a school
packed with their best customers:
teenagers?

The owner told me she is willing
to give up those student customers —
students from the three schools that
now inhabit the John Jay HS building
— because they’re loud, vulgar and
not big spenders (one kid buys a slice while his 10 pals hang out).

John Jay HS is gone — replaced by the Secondary School for
Law, the Secondary School for Research and the Secondary
School for Journalism — but as the pizzeria’s sign shows, the no-
toriously bad school’s stigma still casts a shadow over Seventh
Avenue. The neighborhood’s sentiment toward the school and the
students — you are not part of our neighborhood — remains.

Certainly, those students are not Park Slope residents; at dis-
missal time, they don’t melt into the surrounding blocks, but
flow like a river to the subway, where they are met by police of-
ficers posted there to keep the peace.

Park Slope has been waiting for the schools in the building to
improve. Law, Journalism and Research are failing to draw in
local teens.

The schools are slowly improving, and at least one of the
three has been getting better reviews from parents, staff and the
school-watching website, www.insideschools.org. But better is
not good enough. And so the Park Slope kids go to other schools
that have solid tests scores and more appealing programs.

It might help to take out programs that are downright unap-
pealing. The program that tips the scales in the “I’m-not-send-
ing-my-kid-there” direction is the Region 8 Suspension Center
for high school students. Suspension Centers are run like regular
schools, with required classes and certified teachers, but the stu-
dent body comprises kids who have not merely mouthed off or
littered, but done something serious enough to warrant a re-
moval from their high school.

Besides that, the Department of Education should work on its
PR. John Jay is like a tree falling in an otherwise empty forest: If
a good thing happens inside the building, but no one in the outside
community is told about it, did it really happen?

Last week, students at the School for Research had an open-
ing for a photo-essay exhibition that was terrific. The students
studied the gentrification of Park Slope and the development of
Coney Island and the Atlantic Yards. They took photos, inter-
viewed residents and community leaders, and reached their own
conclusions about the impact of change on the neighborhoods.
The work that the kids did — and its quality — was inspiring.

The show needs to be hung in a local coffee shop, or in the
lobby of PS 321, so that parents there can see that there is good
work being done behind the closed doors of the hulking building. 

The goal, of course, is for John Jay to become an educational
center that works for the people who live near it, rather than a
dumping ground for the system’s worst students with only pock-
ets of high-quality education.

If Park Slope is ever going to embrace the school, the school
needs to embrace Park Slope — but it also needs to demonstrate
that it offers an alternative to Stuyvesant or Brooklyn Tech,
where so many Park Slope parents send their public school kids,
despite the distance.

Once that happens, the attitude that the school is not serving
our neighborhood will change, and the sign in the pizza parlor
will surely come down.

THE KITCHEN SINK
Did you go to St. Saviour Elementary School 50 years ago?

The school is throwing a fundraiser on March 9 at the Grand
Prospect Hall to honor students who remember when the new
school was built on Eighth Avenue. Tickets are $100. But seeing
people you haven’t seen in half-a-century? Priceless. … The Third

The Ghosts
of John Jay
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PARK SLOPE PROSPECT HEIGHTS, SUNSET PARK
WINDSOR TERRACE, KENSINGTON

PS ... 
I LOVE YOU

Nica Lalli

“D’Amico:
The Best

Cup of Coffee
in the City”
–– Fox 5 Good Day New York

COFFEES, GIFT BASKETS, & GOURMET FOODS

309 Court Street • damicofoods.com • (718) 875-5403

By Lilo H. Stainton
The Brooklyn Paper

Apparently, the perfect Prospect Heights
dream of one ambitious couple wasn’t all
they imagined.

The popular wine bar, Half, on Vanderbilt
Avenue near Prospect Place, has been closed
for months, but now there’s a sign on the out-
side saying that the shop — lock, stock, and
plenty of barrels — is up for grabs.

“Wine bar for sale,” it reads, ruefully.
Running such a gin joint might just well be

every Yuppie’s dream. And for just $100,000
and a monthly rent of $2,600, it could become
every Yuppie’s nightmare — just like it be-
came for Patty and Max Jerome.

“It just proved to be too much for them,
with everything else going on in their lives,”
explained Steve Commender, a leader in the
local merchant’s association who owns a
flower and gift shop, the Forest Floor, across
the avenue.

The Jeromes still live nearby, but they did
not return calls for comment.

Like many Brooklyn entrepreneurs, the
Jeromes crafted their business as a place they
would like to hang out themselves, Com-
mender said. 

For a while, the place was exactly that. The
Jeromes even ran a special, “Tots and Tonic,”
that brought in some moms groups in the late
afternoons. 

But like so many things, the dream didn’t
live up to reality. Patty Jerome had a baby,
Max Jerome pursued art projects, and eventu-
ally the bar closed.

Whoever buys the location doesn’t have to
keep it as a wine bar, of course, but the neigh-
borhood is hoping to lure another young pro-
fessional with big dreams who will keep the
vino flowing.

“Lots of people are hoping a wine bar
opens up again,” said Jan McGill, one of the
owners of Fermented Grapes, a two-year-old
retail wine shop across the street.

By Christie Rizk
The Brooklyn Paper

A fight is brewing in Park Slope pitting
city housing officials who want to build
low-income studio apartments for former-
ly homeless people against residents who
believe bigger, family-friendly units would
better serve the community.

The city Department of Housing Preser-
vation and Development wants to build 48

to 50 studio apartments at 575 Fifth Ave. —
currently a municipal parking lot at 16th
Street.

Neighbors have other designs on the site.
“I don’t see how the current plan could be

positive for the community,” said John
Burns, a member of the newly formed South
Park Slope Community Group.

Sixty percent of the housing would go to
formerly homeless single adults, while the
rest of the units would go to adults earning

less than $29,000 a year.
“There is a huge need for affordable

housing in Park Slope,” said HPD
spokesman Neill Coleman, “and that’s what
we’re trying to provide.”

But Burns and others are worried about
the possibility of mentally disabled individ-
uals moving in, though Coleman said those
residents would be well cared for. 

“It’s supportive housing,” he said, adding

Homeless housing plan stirs
‘affordable’ rift on 16th St.

The city wants to turn this parking lot on Fifth Avenue and 16th Street into a 50-unit building for formerly homeless men. Lo-
cals want affordable housing for families.
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Glass is fully empty at ‘Half’ 

Half, on Vanderbilt Avenue, is for sale.
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See HOUSING on page 4

See SINK 4
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Loose Dentures?
GO AHEAD....
Eat what you want!
Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morning,
have the “Mini-Implant System” placed in
less than two hours, then go out and enjoy your
favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive or pastes.

As recently demonstrated by Dr. Tony
on ABC & Fox News

• This advanced system is FDA-Approved.
• It is a one-step, non-surgical procedure.
• No sutures, nor the typical months of healing.
• No pain or discomfort.
• Affordable (Payment Plans available and Insurance coverage)

Dr. Tony is recognized as a Professor of the Mini Dental Implant.

Call today for your FREE Consultation

718-833-6895
461 77th St – Bay Ridge • 1412 Richmond Rd – Staten Island

www.oraldentalcare.com

*ONLY $495
FOR DENTURE!

Limited Time Offer
*with a puchase of MDI

Women Only!
Hollywood Fitness
Nautilus Training
$19.99/month

• no yearly contract
• no enrollment fee

Hollywood
TA N S

on premises

7414 13th Avenue (74th & 75th Streets) (718) 238-1700
Mon-Fri: 8am-11pm; Sat-Sun: 9am-9pm • • Free Parking

STAIR LIFTSSTAIR LIFTS
FREE Estimate
and in-home
consultation

FREE Installation

FREE Delivery

DERMER
PHARMACY & SURGICAL

• 2064 Flatbush Ave. • (718) 377-4900

Fast Alterations
Dry Cleaning

Tailor J, Inc.
278 73rd St.

(718) 833-8725
tailorj.com

Mon-Sat: 8:00am-7pm

HIGH
TRAFFIC AREA

• MODERN BUILDING 
• EXCELLENT FRONTAGE

on Victory Blvd.
• CUSTOMER PARKING
• BEAUTIFULLY landscaped.
• Near busy intersection. 
• On commuter route to Expwy. 
• Sizeable residential population nearby
• 4,936 TOTAL SQ. FT. Will Subdivide.

TheShoppes
At Silver Lake

STATEN 
ISLAND
RETAIL
OPPTY

WE CAN 
RE-NAME
TO YOUR

BRANDING
NEEDS!

www.ownahomexpress.com
OWN A HOME REALTY 718-370-8800

Mailbox Suites
2 months FREE!

when you purchase 10 months @ $14.98/mo.

plus FREE incoming fax service
1,000 BUSINESS CARDS – $40

Authorized FedEx Shipping Center
FedEx Air pick up 7pm daily (Sat.@2pm)

NYC
Postal Service

6904 Colonial Road
(718) 238-4200

Mon-Fri: 8am-8pm; Sat: 10am-5pm

Ground & Express

The Only Children’s Dental Service in Greater Sunset Park!

Sunset Pediatric
Dentistry
Complete Dental Care for You and Your children

Dr. L. Medrano D.D.S.
5802 6th Ave. (Cor 58th St.) • (718) 492-3677

Se habla espanol • Open Mon-Thurs 10-6, Fri & Sat 10-4
Major credit cards accepted & financial plans available

“It’s true! Business has
been great since I

started advertising in
The Brooklyn Paper.”

(718) 834-9350
ads@brooklynpaper.com

IT IS a Yellow Hooker tradition
to give Mrs. Yellow Hooker
marshmallow heart-shaped

Peeps for Valentine’s Day. 
“After all,” I always tell her,

“Valentine’s Day is only a creation
of the greeting card industry —
while the marshmallow peep is a
creation of pure confectionary sug-
ar genius!”

Then she smiles. Then I smile.
Who needs fancy dinners or dia-
monds when one company in
Pennsylvania has already invented
the perfect expression of love — all
for 33 cents? 

This display of Yellow Hooker romanticism has given the
critics ammunition. It is not uncommon for some locals to
search for an adjective that combines the words Cupid with
Scrooge. Luckily, neither “cooge” nor “scrupid” rolls easily off
the tongue, but when it does, I just let it roll right in one ear and
right out the other — that is until the Mayor himself called me
out.

No disrespect to Mayor Bloomberg, but locals know that the
real mayor of Bay Ridge is nowhere near Gracie Mansion — his
throne is in front 79th and Third Avenue.

“Everyone calls me ‘the Mayor of Bay Ridge’ because I
know more people and shake more hands than any politician
you will ever meet,” the Mayor, Walter Short, said.

As a former bar owner back in the days when Bay Ridge was
known as Bar Ridge, the Mayor has developed into an iconic
character who loves two things; his wife of 50 years and  his
neighborhood of longer. 

The Mayor says he knows more than 900 locals by first name.
Yellow Hooker believes him. On any given day, the Mayor can be
found sitting in front of Millennium Carpet, the Third Avenue
store he owns, talking to random passers-by, and passing out free
jokes and unsolicited advice. A lot of unsolicited advice.

“It just isn’t right,” the Mayor told me last February 14. “With
all that she puts up with from you, this lady deserves more than
stale marshmallows — she deserves her face on Rushmore.”

Stale marshmallows?
Despite that easily ignored advice, I sought out the Mayor

this year, but couldn’t find him at his usual haunts.
When I did catch up with him, he told me his wife Helen had

had a sudden heart attack. Fine one moment, fighting for her life
the next. 

“It is hard for me to breathe right now,” he said. “You just
never expect that moment to come when you see everything you
ever loved in your life just lying there — not knowing if the next
breath she takes will be her last.” 

I asked him if there was anything I could do for him.
“Go home and give your lady a hug, and don’t let go,” Hiz-

zoner told me.
This time, I took the Mayor’s advice.
Valentine’s Day has arrived — and 33 cents never felt so

cheap.

THE KITCHEN SINK
Offshore banking? Relax, they are just sprucing the place up.

Offshore Restaurant, at 7822 Third Ave.. will close for renova-
tions from Feb. 12 – 23. What are they going to renovate? “We are
going to surprise you,” the manager answered. … Assemblyman
William Colton (D–Bensonhurst) has introduced legislation that
holds electronic equipment makers responsible for the recycling of
their products. No word yet on whether legislation will be intro-
duced that requires producers of redundant press releases to be held
accountable for the mess of papers littering my desk. … Rep. Vito
Fossella (R–Bay Ridge) nominated local community leader —
and Conservative Party playa — Fran Vella-Marrone for the
federal Environmental Protection Agency’s 2007 Environmental
Quality Award for her role in improving conditions at the Owl’s
Head Park treatment plant. Now, if conditions would only improve,
that would be something! … Brooklyn-based Boy Scout Troop
20 will observe its 97th birthday on Feb 11 at the New Utrecht
Reformed Church in Bensonhurst. The troop, which is the oldest
continuously chartered Boy Scout unit in the country, recently pinned
a prestigious honorary Eagle Scout emblem on Secretary of Defense
Robert Gates. Can Don Rumsfeld say that? … One “Fun Fact” on
stateSen. Marty Golden’s Senate Kids Web site — “Keys mys-
teriously jingle, doors open on their own, and an unusual wind
sweeps by, but no window is open. Sounds like a haunted house,
right? Wrong! It’s the fifth floor of the State Capitol in Albany, New
York. Strange events such as these have been reported over the
years, and some actually believe the Capitol has its very own ghost.
One popular theory identifies [him] as Sam Abbott, a 78-year-old
night watchman who died in a fire that devastated the Capitol on
March 28, 1911.” Having fun, kids? … Throw the books at them!
Happy Pets on Fourth Avenue and 99th Street is holding a book
drive for shelter animals. Just drop off your used books and 100 per-
cent of the proceeds go towards saving unloved Fidos out there.

Talk to us. Write: Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com.

A Valentine
from the Mayor

stoopTHE

BAY RIDGE–BENSONHURST

YELLOW 
HOOKER

Matthew Lysiak

Ragamuffin supreme swear-in

By Matthew Lysiak
The Brooklyn Paper

A plan by Rep. Jerry Nadler
to change the $9, one-way Ver-
razano-Narrows Bridge toll into
a $4.50 each-way tariff would
increase congestion or speed up
the commute — depending on
who is behind the wheel.

“The one-way toll has, ironi-
cally, increased congestion on
the Staten Island Expressway,”
said a statement released by the
Gowanus Community Stake-
holder Group, a group that ad-
vocates smoother transportation
in and through Brooklyn.

Community Board 10 Dis-
trict Manager Josephine Beck-
mann agreed that an extra toll
could help speed things along.

“The idea is that less truck
traffic would be moving from
Staten Island into Brooklyn,”
Beckmann said.

Currently, cars pay $9 to
cross the bridge from Bay
Ridge into Staten Island, and
nothing to return. 

Nadler’s goal is to snatch
some toll money from the free-
riders who cross the Verrazano
into Brooklyn, and then drive
into Manhattan and enter back
into New Jersey via the Holland
Tunnel, which is free in the

westbound direction.
Community board 10 will

soon meet to discuss the effects
the toll, Beckmann.

Nadler (D–Coney Island)
made similar two-way toll pro-
posals in 1999, 2001 and 2003
and each time faced defeat. Not
everyone is sold on the extra toll.

“If I am going to support
this, I would like to first see a
comprehensive plan about how
the new toll would effect the re-
distribute of traffic throughout
the borough,” said state Sen.
Marty Golden (R–Bay Ridge). 

And at least one resident
shared Golden’s concern.

“It just means another wait,”
said Bay Ridge resident Mark
Lillmars, a military recruiter
who crosses the Verrazano to
work in Staten Island. “Just one
more line for me to sit and wait
through as the government
trolls take my money.”

If local officials determine
that the delay caused by the
two-way toll is offset by a de-
crease in truck traffic, Nadler’s
double vision may finally be-
come a reality.

But what it means is still re-
mains a mystery.

“Is this a good thing for Bay
Ridge?” asked Golden. “The
jury is still out.”

Would Nadler’s 2-way toll
speed-up  VZ commute?

The Brooklyn Paper

It is no small leap from Bay Ridge Ragamuffin to Supreme Court
Justice.

State Supreme Court Justice Arthur Schack recently traded in his gavel
and relived his days as a Ragamuffin when he administered the oath of of-
fice to the new president of the Children’s Ragamuffin Parade Organiza-
tion, Colleen Golden.

Justice Schack, a former Ragamuffin Grand Marshall, also swore in
Secretary Arlene Keating, Treasurer Joseph Conly and standing, in for her
mom, Vice President Kelly Rignola at the Bay Ridge Manor on Jan. 8. 

“Every group under the sun has a parade in its honor, but the Ragamuf-
fin Parade is the only parade that celebrates being a kid,” a Ragamuffin
source told The Brooklyn Paper. “And to have the Justice on hand for the
swearing in made it quite the event.”

The group’s next parade will be on Sept. 27.                           — Lysiak
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What a difference two years makes: The Verrazano Bridge
seen from the Shore Road bike path on Jan. 23, 2005.

State Supreme Court Justice Arthur Schack, a former Ragamuffin Parade grand marshal, administers the oath of office to
Colleen Golden, who was recently elected president of the Ragamuffin Parade.
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Gentile tax smackdown vs. Bloomy
By Dana Rubinstein
The Brooklyn Paper

A Bay Ridge councilman wants to put
more money — $400 more — in your wal-
let than Mayor Bloomberg.

Hizzoner unveiled a property tax cut in
his state of the city speech last month — but
Councilman Vince Gentile (D–Bay Ridge)
slammed it as weak.

The Mayor’s plan calls for a one-year,
five-percent reduction in property taxes and
a $400 rebate for all property owners. 

“The mayor’s plan has no real relief be-
cause property owners will just be getting
back the extra money they’re about to pay in

increased assessments,” said Gentile.
Property tax rates are determined by an

annual city assessment of individual proper-
ty values — if the value increases, so does
the property owner’s taxes. 

In Gentile’s plan, owners of one-, two-,
three-family homes, co-ops and condos would
get both the tax cut and a $1,200 rebate. 

The money would come from a forecast-
ed $1.5-billion surplus in the retiree health
benefits trust fund. 

“I think the momentum and the sentiment
is there in the Council to make this happen,”
said Gentile. 

The city’s Department of Finance would

not comment on Gentile’s proposal.
But while the councilman and Bloomberg

may bicker, their proposals are fairly similar,
according to Doug Turetsky, the spokesman
for the Independent Budget Office.

“There’s a common feature in both of
their proposals — neither of them provide
property tax relief to the bulk of New York
City households, which is renters,” said
Turetsky.

“To some degree, the landlord is passing
some portion of his or her [tax] costs to the
tenant. And, just because taxes go down one
year, it’s not likely that the landlord will pass
that reduction along.”
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I’ll be your bridge
from where you are to
where you want to be

ELLEN GOTTLIEB

211 Court Street
Brooklyn

917.797.1351
718.625.3700  x 112

brooklynbridgerealty.com

–––––– Heights Vision Center ––––––
132 Montague St. • Brooklyn Heights • (718) 852-1149

www.doctorstuartfriedman.com

––––––––––––––––––––––––
HEIGHTS VISION CENTER
––––––––––––––––––––––––

February
Anniversary Special

• Eye Exams  
• Designer Frames
• Contact Lenses  
• Children’s Frames
• Sunglasses  
• Sports Glasses

Come celebrate our 20th anniversary on Montague Street.

Free glaucoma screenings, visual acuity screenings and auto-
refractive screenings, Mondays thru Fridays during February.

Come see frame reps from Prada, Gucci and Coach with
their 2007 product lines on Saturday February 10th and
Saturday February 24th. (Call for details)

Time for new frames? Save up to 50% on designer frames
including Calvin Klein, Michael Kors, and Armani.

Dumbo’s special character is 
under attack by the powerful 
pressures of unregulated devel-
opment. Out-of-scale towers are 
being erected. Buildings of great 
historic importance on Water, Front 
and York streets have been demol-
ished. Belgian block 
paving has been van-
dalized  by  heedless 
utilities.  Unchecked, 
more will surely follow.

Only one thing can 
stop it:   action by 
the NYC Landmarks 
Preservation Commis-
sion making  DUMBO 
a historically  protect-
ed Landmark.  

And only you can 
get them to act.  Here’s where 
things stand:

Last fall, after years of petitioning, 
we at DNA were told we could ex-
pect to be calendared  for consid-
eration in early 2007.  At last! 

However, as soon as word got out,

a handful of powerful developer/
owners lobbied against designa-
tion. (As you would expect:  they 
oppose anything that might 
restrain their freedom to extract 
the maximum profit.)  So now the 
Landmarks Commission needs 

to hear from proper-
ty owners who want  
designation.  That’s 
you.

Please send a letter to 
Robert Tierney, Chair-
man, NYC Landmarks 
Preservation Commis-
sion, 1 Centre Street,  
9th Floor, NYC 10007.  

Your message can 
be the simple one 
above.  If you rent, or 

have a business that depends on 
visitors, say so. Your support is 
absolutely essential. 

For more background (including 
some facts that will make your 
blood boil)  see our website.

—Your neighbors at DNA

HELP SAVE HISTORIC DUMBO
—before it turns into Everywhere Else!

DUMBO NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
Box 123, 45 Washington St., Brooklyn , NY 11201 www.dumbo-dna.org

“I am a
resident and

property owner,
and I support

landmark 
status 

for DUMBO.
Now.”

(Your name & address) 

The Most
Memorable Funeral
Ft. Greene can offer your loved one

Enjoy the serenity of
a comfortable chapel

located in the historical
Fort Greene-Clinton Hill area.

Services customized to meet your needs.

Serving Fort Green-Clinton Hill
for over 40 years

Robert F. Cranford Funeral Home
203 DeKalb Ave. (bet. Adelphi & Carlton)

(718) 625-4656

FUNERAL DIRECTORS:
Robert F. Cranford & Eva J. Cranford

China Ocean
Chinese
Cuisine
Sushi
Salad

Open
7 Days
a Week

82 Livingston Street
(between Court St. & Boerum Pl.)

FREE Delivery • (718) 260-8870

Grand

Opening
GrandOpening

See our listings:
COBBLEHEIGHTS.COM

206 Court St.
(718) 596-3333 Renovated 4 story, 5 BR, 4 bath

Carroll Gardens townhouse. Full
basement. $1,649,000.

PANORAMIC VIEWS!

As your neighborhood shipping center we offer many services in addition
to packing and shipping. Stop in to find out what we can offer you.

COPY SERVICE • OFFICE SUPPLIES
FAX SERVICE • GIFT CARDS • BINDING LAMINATING

PASSPORT PHOTOS • MAILBOX RENTALS

COBBLE HILL VARIETY & MAILING CENTER
495 Henry Street • (718) 852-8844

Open 7 Days ‘til 9pm
Authorized ShipCenter

Leave packages with us.
And worries behind.

FREE HOME
MODIFICATIONS

Free home modifications available to frail seniors
and individuals with disabilities living in Brooklyn
Community Boards 2, 3, 4, 8 & 16.

To qualify, applicants must have household incomes of
no more than $19,146 annually.

Modifications will enable individuals to perform every-
day tasks more independently and allow greater access
to and within the home –– e.g. installation of grab bars,
walk-in shower, ramps, and widening doorways.

For an application call
SERVICES FOR THE UNDERSERVED

at 718.403.9846, ext. 248

• Sports Medicine
• Hand Surgery
• Podiatry
• Occupational Medicine
• Physiatry
• Neck and Back Pain
• Pediatric Orthopaedics

Univers i ty  Or thopaedic  Assoc iates
An Af f i l ia te  o f  SUNY Downstate  Medica l  Center

FF cÜÉáÑxv à  ctÜ~ j xáà
718-270-2045

Brooklyn’s Only Academic Orthopaedic Group Is

Now Just a Short Walk Away...

University Orthopaedic Associates

“D’Amico:
The Best

Cup of Coffee
in the City”
–– Fox 5 Good Day New York

COFFEES, GIFT BASKETS, & GOURMET FOODS

309 Court Street • damicofoods.com • (718) 875-5403

By Lilo H. Stainton
The Brooklyn Paper

One second, she’s a normal
teen, chatting on the phone at a
busy corner.

The next she’s a 14-year-old
crime victim.

That was the case for one
Brooklyn Heights girl on Jan.
31. Police said the teen was
walking along Montague Street,
near Court Street, around 7 pm,
when the thief rushed up from
behind. He grabbed her arm and
insisted, “Give me the f—ing
phone,” then snatched the cell and
bolted.

Stroller bowler
A robber knocked down a lit-

tle girl when he robbed her
mother of cash, a passport and
other documents on Flatbush Av-
enue on Jan. 30, police said.

The brute attacked the 33-
year-old woman just before 3
pm, as she pushed her daughter
in a stroller near Fulton Street.
The thief rushed up, toppled the
buggy, grabbed the woman’s bag
and disappeared.

The stolen goods included the
victim’s Mexican passport, So-
cial Security card, the daughter’s
birth certificate, work papers, a
cellphone and $900.

The girl was OK, cops said.

Quick change
Even the dreaded parking

ticket would have been a better
deal.

A 60-year-old woman discov-
ered that awful truth on Jan. 30
when someone swiped her car
while she walked down Scher-
merhorn Street seeking change
for the meter, police said.

The victim admitted she left
her 1999 Toyota running — and
unlocked — when she went
looking for quarters, just before
11 am. When she returned, her
green Corolla was gone. 

Subway series
One man was tossed onto the

tracks and a teenager was fon-
dled in a rash of subway station
attacks in Downtown last week,
including three crimes at the
Hoyt-Schermerhorn stop — sev-
eral of which led to arrests,
records show. 

The Hoyt-Schermerhorn spree
began with a 4 pm robbery on
Jan. 31. A 13-year-old boy was
attacked by a posse of five guys
as he waited for a Smith Street-
bound G train. One man started
with a question, “What do you
have in your pockets?”  and then
grabbed the boys hands from his
jeans to steal the video iPod he
was concealing.

The next day, a 31-year-old
man was robbed while waiting
for a Manhattan-bound A train at
the same station at around 5 am.
A stranger approached, punched
him in the face and tried to take
his laptop, then threw the man
onto the train tracks, police said.
The victim was not seriously in-
jured, and 84th Precinct Police
Officer James Yard arrested a
40-year-old suspect.

Cops also nabbed the thug
who tried to stab his baby’s
mother as she waited for an A
train around 2 am on Feb. 2. The
woman wasn’t seriously hurt,
and the 22-year-old knifeman
was cuffed on assault charges.

There were also two unrelated
attacks in the Pacific Street sta-
tion, at Fourth Avenue. On Feb.
1, around 4 pm, police captured
a creep who allegedly fondled a
16-year-old girl’s breast on a

Manhattan-bound N train. The
girl’s 17-year-old brother tried to
make the thug stop, but the brute
slapped the boy, too. The 23-
year-old faces multiple assault
charges, since he also attacked
the arresting officer, cops said.

Two days later, at 5 am, four
quartet of brutes attacked a man
on a city-bound N rain at Pacific
Street. The victim was taken to
Long Island College Hospital.

Clermont crisis
The three-block stretch of

Clermont Avenue from Dekalb
to Park avenues was the scene of
at least three assaults last week,
police said. Police arrested five
thugs in one of the attacks and
cuffed a hammer-wielding as-
sailant a few days later.

On Jan. 31, a quintet of brutes
ranging in age from 17 to 33  sur-
rounded a 16-year-old near Myrtle
Avenue, punched him and slashed
him above the left eye with a ra-
zor blade. The victim went to
Brooklyn Hospital and, thanks to
Police Officer Mervin Bautista,
the assailants went to jail.

Two days later, someone stole
$9,000 in camera equipment,
plus other valuables, from a New
Jersey man who was walking
along Dekalb Avenue, near Cler-
mont Avenue, around 11:20 pm. 

The victim wasn’t hurt, but
his losses included a Canon cam-
era, an 85-mm lens, a camera
mount and other equipment, plus
an Apple computer and a design-

er suitcase filled with $500 in
clothing.

And on Feb. 4, a dispute be-
tween two 40-something men end-
ed with a bloody wound for one
man and criminal charges for the
other. It’s not clear what sparked
the 2:15 am dispute, on Clermont
Avenue near Park Avenue, but the
violence escalated when one man
pulled out a hammer. The thug
beat his 48-year-old victim so bad-
ly, the man needed stitches. But
Police Officer Richard Holland ar-
rived in time to haul the assailant
— and the hammer — into the
88th Precinct stationhouse.

Putnam nab
Police caught two of three

thieves who allegedly swiped a
mix of valuables from a Putnam
Avenue home: a DVD player, a
pair of white sneakers, two blan-
kets and a Spiderman doll.

The trio broke into the house,
near Irving Place, around 1:20
am. The 52-year-old resident
heard the ruckus and when she
looked outside, and, moments
later, she saw two men and a
woman walk out of her door and
disappear down the street. 

One intruder is still at large,
but police found two others and
collected the stolen goods. The
44-year-old man and 24-year-old
woman now face multiple bur-
glary charges.

Gun heist
A man lost his laptop, pass-

port and other valuables when a
robber attacked him on Classon
Avenue Jan. 29, police said.

The 31-year-old victim was
walking near Greene Avenue,
just before 8 pm, when he no-
ticed a man walking slowly
ahead of him. After he passed
the stranger, the slow walker
grabbed the man from behind,
held him in a headlock and
showed off a silver handgun. 

“Give me what you’ve got,” the
thug insisted. The victim turned
over his bag, the brute punched
him in the nose and ran off.

Checked out
When the bill came, it also re-

vealed the theft.
A man’s wallet was swiped

from the pocket of his hanging
jacket as he dined on Dekalb Av-
enue on Jan. 27, police said.

The 36-year-old victim had
just finished his meal at the
African-themed eatery, off Carl-
ton Avenue, around 8:30 pm. But
when he reached for his billfold,
he realized his pocket had been
picked. The wallet held $35, his
Green Card and various charge
cards. Thief also managed to
ring up $12 on one credit card
before the victim could call the
company and cancel the account.

Saint
aflame
Some children might secret-
ly love to set their schools on
fire, but when it actually hap-
pens, it’s more scary than
funny. That’s what the stu-
dents at St. Charles Bor-
romeo in Brooklyn Heights
found out on Tuesday when
they arrived at school to find
it being consumed by flames.
The small electrical fire ap-
parently started in the base-
ment and was put out by
firemen in less than 30 min-
utes, fire officials said. The
school will be closed for sev-
eral days. — Christie Rizk

Call cut short
on Montague

Museum finds really
old thing in Egypt
By Dana Rubinstein
The Brooklyn Paper

A Brooklyn-Museum-led ar-
chaeological excavation in
Egypt unearthed a more than
2,000-year-old gilded artifact
that the country’s minister of
culture deemed “a significant
find” last week.

The extravagant relief, or lin-
tel — discovered in early Janu-
ary at the museum’s ongoing ex-

cavation at the Temple Precinct
of the Goddess Mut at South
Karnak — is believed to have
crowned the doorway of a reli-
gious structure.

“Some of the significance of
the lintel is the quality of its
carving and its gilding,” said ar-
chaeologist Richard Fazzini,
who has run the excavation since
its inception more than 20 years
ago. 

The 43-inch relief depicts a

sun disk from which hang two
uraeus-cobras — representations
of the protective goddesses of
Upper and Lower Egypt — and
a series of child-deities squatting
atop lotus blossoms rising from
water. 

Facing these deities are two
goddesses standing behind an al-
tar-shaped table piled with food.

One goddess is a female Bes-
image, with her hands in a ges-
ture of adoration, the other a

This ancient Egyptian lintel was found last month in Egypt by arche-
ologists from our own Brooklyn Museum.

POLICE BLOTTER

Th
e 

B
ro

o
kl

yn
 P

ap
er

/ 
To

m
 C

al
la

n

B
ro

o
kl

yn
 M

us
eu

m

crowned, pregnant hip-
popotamus with a croc-
odile on her back and
holding a hieroglyph
for “protection.” 

In ancient Egyptian
iconography, the preg-
nant hippopotamus rep-
resents motherhood. 

The lintel was trans-
ported to the Luxor Mu-
seum of Ancient Egypt-
ian Art, where it will
receive its final cleaning
and conservation and
where it will be placed
on display.
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• Sports Medicine
• Hand Surgery
• Podiatry
• Occupational Medicine
• Physiatry
• Neck and Back Pain
• Pediatric Orthopaedics

Univers i ty  Or thopaedic  Assoc iates
An Af f i l ia te  o f  SUNY Downstate  Medica l  Center

FF cÜÉáÑxv à  ctÜ~ j xáà
718-270-2045

Brooklyn’s Only Academic Orthopaedic Group Is

Now Just a Short Walk Away...

University Orthopaedic Associates

The Brooklyn Paper

At least seven cars and vans
— and one Bobcat construc-
tion tractor — were swiped off
Park Slope streets last week,
including two trucks taken

from the same U-haul lot.
The theft of the two U-haul

vans still has cops stumped. On
Jan. 29, at around 7 pm, a work-
er was doing inventory when he
discovered that one van was
missing.

While he was trying to figure
out what was going on, an uniden-
tified driver fired up the ignition
on a second van and drove off.

The keys had been left in both
Ford vans, which is standard
practice at the lot, which is on

Fourth Avenue at Sixth Street.
Police said one of the vans was

later recovered, but one is still out
there lugging someone’s stuff.

In other thefts:
• On Jan. 30, the driver of an

airport service van left the vehicle
idling in front of a building on
Second Avenue, near Fifth Street.
She told cops she went into the
building for only a minute or so at
around 11 am, but returned to find
only exhaust fumes where the
1997 Ford van had been.

• A 72-year-old woman who
parked her 1995 Honda Civic
near her apartment on Carroll
Street, between Fifth and Sixth
avenues, on Jan 23 told cops that
when she went back to the car a
few days later, it was gone.

• Another woman, 37, had her
2000 Honda Civic stolen front in
front of a building on Fourth

The woman had been walk-
ing near the corner of Park
Place and Sixth Avenue on Feb.
1 at around 1 pm when two
would-be robbers set upon her.

“Give me your wallet,” one
of the men said. When the
woman turned around, the other
perp repeated the demand.

But the woman did not com-
ply with either request, and
high-tailed it back to her apart-
ment nearby. When she got to
the door and had a chance to
catch her breath, she noticed that
the thugs had not followed her.

Heavy metal
Here’s another reason to ban

aluminum bats: One was used
last week to assault a man in-
side his 14th Street apartment.

Two people were arrested af-
ter allegedly beating up a 40-
year-old man inside the flat,
which is near Fourth Avenue,
on Feb. 4 at around noon.

It was unclear what sparked
the dispute, but the victim told

cops that the two people — a
19-year-old man and a 37-year-
old woman — beat him with
the bat, which was recovered at
the scene.

Both assailants were charged
with assault.

Off-track beating
Perhaps the OTB slogan

should be “Beat with your head,
not over it.”

Two employees of the OTB
parlor on Fifth Avenue, which is
near 11th Street, got into a fight
that left one at the doctor and
the other in police sights.

The argument began shortly
after noon on Feb. 3. It escalated
to the point where one of the
women kicked a chair at her foe,
who was struck in the chest. The
chair-kicker, 21, then slapped her
42-year-old foe in the face, earn-
ing a slap back, cops said.

Later, the victim complained
of pain and took herself to the
doctor. Police say they know
the identity of the assailant.

Street between Sixth and Sev-
enth avenues. She told cops that
she parked the car on Jan. 26 at
around 11 am, only to find it
gone when she returned to the
spot six days later.

• A 36-year-old woman parked
and locked her 1995 Acura on
Fourth Avenue at 11th Street on
Jan. 26. When she returned, it
was gone.

• The Bobcat was stolen on
Jan. 26 at around 7 am from the
corner of Seventh Street and
Seventh Avenue, cops said. A
construction worker had parked
the $20,000 machine near the
corner, but minutes later, it was
gone.

• An upstate man had his 2003
Mitsubishi stolen from in front of
a building on Union Street, be-
tween Fifth and Sixth avenues, on
Jan. 23. — Kuntzman 

Car thefts sweep the Slope

By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

Three gang members slash-
ed a 44-year-old man standing
on the corner of Fifth Avenue
and Ninth Street on Feb. 1,
causing severe lacerations, but
earning two of the gang-
bangers a trip to the pokey.

The Prospect Park West man
told cops that three men sur-
rounded him at around 2:40 pm
and didn’t say anything before
one of the men pulled out a
boxcutter and started the attack. 

Police quickly arrested two
men, one age 30, the other 22.
Both live in the same building
at 939 68th St., and were
charged with numerous crimes
stemming from the assault, plus
one count each of “gang assault”
in the first degree.

The third gang member is
being sought.

Perp got $20
A burglar did a lot of work to

earn himself a mere $20 in an
early morning break-in on Feb. 1.

At around 2:30 am, the thief
tore off a mailbox on the outer
wall of a boutique on Seventh

By Christie Rizk
The Brooklyn Paper

FDNY officials told residents of 11th Street, where a third
firetruck will soon join two already housed on the block, that the
agency is doing its best to ensure that the block can live with the
new guests — even to the point of jeopardizing area response times.

Residents of the firehouse block — between Seventh and Eighth
avenues — came to last week’s Park Slope Civic Council meeting to
protest the relocation of Engine 239 to 11th Street, which is already
home to Engine 220 and Ladder 122.

But FDNY officials kept their cool under fire from a barrage of
questions, calmly explaining that the agency had already made signifi-
cant concessions to make the process as painless as possible.

“We usually house visiting apparatus in a cage on the front of the
firehouse,” explained FDNY spokesman Paul Geoghegan. “This time
we’re going to piggyback two of the trucks inside the firehouse so that
one is in front of the other.”

Geoghegan admitted that this concession to the neighbors might
lengthen the companies’ response times if one truck has to wait for an-
other truck to be moved. “It’s going to make things complicated for us,
but we’re going to do it,” he said.

The move is set to happen in six to eight weeks and will last 12 to
15 months.

Residents complained that the third truck would add noise and en-
danger the safety of the children. Some even asked for firefighters to
refrain from blowing their sirens when on the block.

Geoghegan explained that the sirens, while annoying to the neigh-
bors, are a safety feature that saves lives.

“We’ve tried having [firemen] come off the truck to direct traffic,”
said Geoghegan, “and I can’t tell you how many guys have gotten hit
by cars that way.”

Many 11th Street residents remained skeptical, but Geoghegan
promised to keep the lines of communication open.

“Moving companies like this is never pleasant for anyone,” he said,
explaining that the firemen don’t enjoy the changes either.

“It’s like having your in-laws stay with you. But we’re trying to
make things as convenient as possible for everyone.”

Mid-day boxcutter
slash on Ninth St.

FDNY to 11th St:
Enough already

that the residents would have counseling and other help.
“We’re not just going to dump them there and let them fend for

themselves,” he said.
Burns’s group has not developed its own proposal, but says it wants

family-sized units. But Burns said he and his fellow residents would
listen to HPD’s proposal at a series of community meetings in the
coming weeks before making up their mind.

“I just hope it’s a civilized debate,” he said.
The South Park Slope Community Group & Concerned Citizens of

Green Wood Heights will meet to discuss the proposal on Feb. 13 at 7 pm
at Grand Prospect Hall (263 Prospect Ave. at Fifth Avenue). Call (718) 854-
0003 for information. Community Board 7 will also have a public hearing
on Feb. 15 at 6:30 pm at St. John–St. Matthew Emmanuel Lutheran Church
(283 Prospect Ave. between Fifth and Sixth avenues). Call (718) 854-0003
for information.

HOUSING…
Continued from page 3

POLICE BLOTTER

Street playground in Prospect Park will be closing this spring for
restorations. Finally, the city has released $500,000so the Prospect
Park Alliance can fix to the water drainage issues that turn the park
into a lake. ... The Park Slope Civic Council is looking for a web de-
signer. If you think you’re qualified (or to find out what the qualifica-
tions are), give them a call. … The Montauk Club has elected art his-
torian David Carter to its board of directors. And he started off with
a Truman Capote reading. Capote imitator Philip Seymour Hoffman
didn’t attend, but Carter served notice that the stodgy old club was
again open for business. … Grand Army Plaza will soon be all
aglow. The state has allocated $500,000to complete improvements to
the historic lighting around the area. … Ran into our pal, Councilman
Bill DeBlasio, again at the Tea Lounge on Seventh Avenue. He re-
buffed our suggestion that he can’t wait until Hillary Clinton becomes
president so he can become a big mucky-muck in DC. Almost on cue,
a constituent came over and said, “We need Bill fighting for us here.”
Apparently, she forgot about term limits!

Talk to us. Write: Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com.

SINK…
Continued from page 3

Avenue between 14th and
15th streets, and then broke
through the wall, cops said.

Once inside, he took $20
and then left the way he
came in.

It was close
Two thugs demanded

money from a 40-year-old
woman, but when she ran
away, they fled in the oppo-
site direction.
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By Matthew Lysiak
and Michael Giardina
The Brooklyn Paper

A woman who allowed two
mechanics to take her car for a
test drive got taken for a ride
herself when the car disap-
peared.

The 27-year-old parked her
1994 Nissan Altima dark green
sedan in front of the repair shop
on 65th Street near 13th Avenue
on Feb 2 at 5:30 and gave the
mechanics permission to take the
vehicle for a test drive.

But when she went back the
next day, the car was gone. The
mechanic told cops that he saw
the vehicle still parked when he
left the premises at 5:30 pm. The

68th Precinct

owner reported being in posses-
sion of both sets of keys.

So someone stole the vehicle.
Cops are looking into it.

Home invasion
An elderly woman was hit with

a bat after a verbal confrontation.
A 78-year-old lady was talk-

ing to her daughter in front of
her Ovington Avenue home
when an intruder came over and
started arguing with her.

The argument got heated and
the intruder, who was described
as a 44-year-old white woman,
pulled out a wooden bat and hit
the old lady on the side, causing
minor bruising to her arm.

The perp fled on foot.

Pipe Attack
A man was beaten with a pipe

by intruders who entered his
West 10th Street home on Feb. 2.

The 16-year-old victim was in-
side the home, which is near Av-
enue P, at 8 pm when three men
came through the front doors and
began arguing with him.

The discussion turned violent,
with the assailants landing sever-
al blows to their victim’s head
with a metal pipe. 

The victim told cops that one
of the perps, known as “Blade,”
promised to return to “inflict
more pain” on the victim, before
fleeing on foot.

Designer heist 
A man who left the door of

his truck unlocked returned to
find his fancy wardrobe missing.

The bandit entered the 56-
year-old victim’s truck, which
had been parked in front of a
building on 76th Street between
11th and 12th avenues, at around

9 am on Feb 2.
He helped himself to 40 design-

er shirts valued at $700, five suites
valued at $775, two “Bill Blass”
raincoats valued at $132, and two
“Ralph Lauren” sport coats valued
at $200 before fleeing.

Bus stop burg
Two women waiting for the

bus on Bay Ridge Parkway were
robbed at gunpoint on Feb. 3.

At around 11 pm, the women
were waiting at the bus stop,
which is near 20th Avenue, when a
thug came up from behind them. 

In a jittery voice, he said, “I
ain’t going back! If you turn
around, I’ll kill you.” He de-
manded their purses and the
women complied, police said.

62nd Precinct

The thief took $230, their
cellphones, and credit and debit
cards, and fled down Bay Ridge
Parkway.

Homecoming
A man returned home on Jan.

31 to find his apartment had been
robbed.

The victim returned at around
11 am to find his rear door bro-
ken and his home, on Bay Ridge
Avenue near 19th Avenue, ran-
sacked. 

The thief was long gone with
$1,000, police said. 

D-way dispute
An 81-year-old woman was

thrown to the floor and robbed in
her own driveway on Jan. 30.

The woman was walking
down her driveway, which is on
62nd Street near Bay Parkway, at

Weird case of test-drive bandits
around 7 pm when a thug came
up from behind her and shoved
her to the ground. 

In the scuffle, the thief
snatched her purse, police said 

He fled with $300, and credit
and debit cards. 

Catch car thief 
A Bensonhurst woman helped

catch a thief who robbed her
pocketbook from her car on Feb. 2.

The woman had left her car
parked near her home on 20th and
Bay Ridge avenues. She told po-
lice she went upstairs and returned
to her car, only to find the thief
rummaging through her things.

He stole her purse and fled on
foot, but the victim chased after
him, allowing her to later make a
positive ID. 

The thug caused more than
$250 in damage to her car win-

dow. Her purse was recovered in
the garbage.

Workout rob
Another gym rat has been

robbed, this time the Shore Park-
way member lost more than just
sweat during his workout. 

The robbery occurred at the
sports club, which is near
Cropsey Avenue on Jan. 30 at
around 6 pm. The man locked up
all his possessions within the
locker, and went off to exert
some excess energy on the
weight machines. He returned to
find his wallet that contained his
credit cards, and other electron-
ics missing, police said.

The thief fled unnoticed, leav-
ing many gym members in dan-
ger of shedding more than just
some unwanted pounds during
their next workout.

No
Wal-
mart
at D’town
site sold
for $125M
By Ariella Cohen
The Brooklyn Paper

The site of a Downtown
Brooklyn mall that was report-
edly eyed by Wal-Mart was
sold this week — and the new
owner says that the behemoth
of Bentonville is not moving in. 

Acadia Realty Trust and its
development partner Paul Travis
bought the aging Gallery at Ful-
ton Mall from Thor Equities for
a reported $125 million last
week — and promptly told Wal-
Mart opponents not to worry
about seeing the chain’s yellow
happy face on their property.

Rather, the partnership in-
tends to demolish the home of
Toys “R” Us, Forever 21, and a
number of smaller retailers to
make room for a 1.8-million-
square-foot office, residential
and retail tower called “The
Center at Albee Square.”

Thor Equities paid just $25
million for the site in 2001.

“We received a letter from
the developer this afternoon
saying that he is not putting a
Wal-Mart at the site,” Pat Pur-
cell, an organizer of Wal-Mart
Free NYC, told The Brooklyn
Paper on Wednesday.

Purcell, who is also a
spokesman for the union that
represents city grocery workers,
said he hoped the developer
would be willing to talk about
including affordable housing in
the tower.

“He was very open-minded
about what should be there,”
Purcell said. “The fact that Wal-
Mart isn’t coming is a victory
for us and the developer has al-
ready said that he will have a
meeting to discuss other issues.” 

A separate group of activists
was planning to storm a public
hearing on Thursday, when the
city’s Industrial Development
Agency was set to consider de-
veloper Travis’s request for $1.7
million in tax breaks.

“It is unreal that the city is
considering giving this develop-
er a tax break when you have
people right here needing
homes,” said Beverly Corbin, a
Downtown Brooklyn resident
and board member of Families
United for Racial and Economic
Equality.

In the application for the sub-
sidy, the developer estimated
that the offices would accom-
modate 500 “tenant jobs” and
generate nearly $13 million in
direct and indirect city tax rev-
enue.

The one-time exemption is
routinely awarded to companies
who build offices in areas that
the city wants to maintain, or
strengthen, business districts. 

Crain’s New York Business
reported the Gallery’s sale on
Tuesday.

The high-rise plans for Albee
Square — a bridge between
Fulton Mall and Fort Greene —
are certainly no surprise, given
that the city upzoned the area in
2004 to encourage just such de-
velopment.

So far, the upzoning has
failed to attract the office ten-
ants and commercial developers
the city had hoped — leading
fiscal watchdogs to worry that
tax breaks will be demanded
every time a developer proposes
building offices in Downtown
Brooklyn. 

These critics say that the city
should not be handing out tax
breaks to developers who are
already taking advantage of the
upzoning, which freed develop-
ers to build as high as 400 feet
— and include profitable resi-
dential development in areas
traditionally reserved only for
offices. 

“The city has created a situa-
tion where developers can build
very profitable residential tow-
ers,” said Dan Steinberg, a
spokesman for Good Jobs New
York. “And so it must use in-
centives to get the offices and
jobs that taxpayers were prom-
ised would come with the
Downtown Brooklyn Plan.”

Janel Patterson, a spokes-
woman for the city’s Economic
Development Corporation, de-
fended the incentive as a neces-
sary aid for developers who are
building costly office space for
tenants that they do not yet
know exist.     

“The incentives being re-
quested  minimize the develop-
er’s exposure to financial risk
for developing commercial
space prior to securing tenant
lease,” said Patterson. 

The Gallery was previously
owned by Atlantic Yards devel-
oper Bruce Ratner, who sold it
to Joe Sitt’s Thor Equities after
it failed to attract enough high-
dollar tenants.
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This is not an offering. The full terms of the offer are available in a public offering statement available from the Sponsor. This does not
constitute an offering to the residents of New York or any other state where prohibited by law. Prices subject to change without notice.

501 ADAMS STREET
HOBOKEN, NJ 07030

201.795.0055
www.AdamsSquare.com

MARKETING AND EXCLUSIVE SALES AGENT:
THE MARKETING DIRECTORS, INC.

AN R SQUARED RESIDENTIAL CONDOMINIUM

Livethe LoftLife

THESE LOFT-LIKE RESIDENCES FEATURE:
• High volume ceilings and oversized windows
• Gourmet kitchens featuring granite countertops,

KitchenAid and Bosch appliances
• Classic baths of Carrera marble
• Solid hardwood floors throughout

THIS LOFT-LIKE LIFESTYLE INCLUDES:
• Fully equipped fitness center
• Private landscaped garden courtyard
• On-site parking for many homes
• Bicycle room

HISTORIC LIVING WITH A MODERN TOUCH

Newly Renovated Two and Three
Bedroom Residences from $495,000

Sunrise at Mill Basin 718-444-2600 5905 Strickland Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11234
Sunrise at Sheepshead Bay 718-616-1850 2211 Emmons Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11235

www.sunriseseniorliving.com

At Sunrise Senior Living our vision is
to champion quality of life for all seniors.
Our homelike living environments are
beautiful beyond compare. Cozy commu-
nity areas, like the Bistro, invite residents
to share lively chats with friends…maybe
even with Sinatra playing on the juke-
box. Group outings are scheduled every
day, but relaxing quietly with a favorite
novel before a bright, sunny window is
always an option.

Since no two seniors are alike, we offer
a variety of lifestyle options, personalized
amenities and services. Here residents
enjoy supportive health care by a
licensed home care service agency.

Visit or call Sunrise Senior Living to see
what unique things we do that make
each of our communities a place seniors
can call home.

All Senior Living
Is Not Created Equal

For more information and a FREE online newsletter, visit
www.sunriseseniorliving.com

COMPLETE ATLANTIC YARDS COVERAGE — ONLY IN THE BROOKLYN PAPER

The Brooklyn Paper

Barclays has requested a retraction
from this newspaper (and others) for
stories about the bank’s link to slavery
and other dark moments in human
history (read the letter from Barclays
spokesman Peter Truell above).

But we are not retracting our sto-
ries. Indeed, further research on our
part confirmed the central truth of our
coverage: Barclays profited hand-
somely from slavery and its business
dealings with the Apartheid govern-
ment of SouthAfrica.

That said, we do need to correct a
glaring error in our original story
(“Blood Money,” Jan. 20). That story
quoted Jessie Campbell, a senior ar-
chivist for the company, who had
written a letter to the Guardian, a re-
spected British daily.

We acquired Campbell’s letter
through a normal search of Factiva, a
Dow Jones news database. But due to
a formatting error on that database,
Campbell’s letter had been grafted onto
another letter describing Barclays’ “in-
volvement in the slave trade.” 

That letter was written by John You-

Full Barclays letter to The Paper

Paper editor replies to letter from Barclays Capital

February 1, 2007

Mr. Gersh Kuntzman
Ms. Ariella Cohen
Ms. Dana Rubinstein
The Brooklyn Paper
55 Washington Street, Suite 624
Brooklyn, NY 11021

Re: Barclays Center

Dear Sir and Madams:
We refer to your recent articles on

Forest City Ratner’s partnership with
Barclays Bank, including, “Black Lead-
ers to Bruce: Pay Us Back!” issued on
January 27, 2007 and “Blood Money:
Nets arena to be named after bank
founded on slave money” issued on
January 20, 2007 pursuant to which you
made certain allegations regarding the
history of Barclays. We take these alle-
gations very seriously. As a good neigh-
bor and corporate citizen, we pay close
attention to the concerns of any commu-
nity in which we have a presence; how-
ever we also defend our reputation vig-
orously against allegations that are
simply untrue or that are misleading.

We have looked into your allega-
tion that Barclays was founded on the
proceeds of the slave trade by Quaker
slave traders in the West Indies. This is
simply not true.

A handful of internet sites and news-
paper articles have mistakenly claimed
that Barclays Bank was founded by

“Quaker slave traders” Alexander and
David Barclay. These allegations ap-
pear to have originated in a book pub-
lished in 1944 entitled “Capitalism and
Slavery.” The book makes serious, un-
supported and mistaken allegations
about Barclays. As a preliminary point,
our research shows that Alexander Bar-
clay was nevera partner, employee or
agent of the bank and the “David Bar-
clay” referred to in this book also had
no connection with our Bank.

Barclays was actually founded by
John Freame and Thomas Gould in 1690
and later took its name from Freame’s
son-in-law, James Barclay. The David
Barclay who was a partner in our Bank
(and different to the David Barclay men-
tioned above) was not “engaged in the
slave trade.” To the contrary, “our”
David Barclay formed a committee of
London Quakers to oppose the slave
trade, and later became involved with the
committee in taking the Quaker anti-
slave trade message nationwide within
the United Kingdom. David Barclay’s
position on slavery is shown in the in-
stance, when, after calling in a debt in Ja-
maica, he became owner of a farm
which had, included in its operations, 32
slaves. After trying unsuccessfully to free
the slaves in Jamaica, David Barclay
made arrangements for them to travel to
Philadelphia where they were free.

Slavery was a heinous period in the

history of both the United States and the
United Kingdom, and indeed the whole
world. We condemn it and are firm in
our belief that the partnership bank on
which we were founded did not profit
from the slave trade or slavery.

We have also investigated your claims
that Barclays was a principal funder and
ally of the apartheid regime in South
Africa. Perhaps the best response is to
note that Barclays conduct within South
Africa has been endorsed by the current
President Thabo Mbeki and our commit-
ment to Africa has been recognised by
former President Nelson Mandela. While
it is true that Barclays was among many
firms engaged in business with the South
African government throughout the
twentieth century, we divested from the
country in 1986 (eight years before the
end of apartheid) and our divestiture
sparked further withdrawals from the
country. Barclays re-entered the South
African economy in 1995 and in 2004,
Barclays became the lead corporate
sponsor of the Mandela Trust and Lega-
cy Organizations. In 2005, when Bar-
clays acquired a majority stake in ABSA,
South Africa’s largest customer bank,
former African National Congress (ANC)
leaders, including current President
Thabo Mbeki, Minister of Finance
Trevor Manuel and Tito Mboweni, Gov-
ernor of the South African Reserve Bank,
all supported the purchase.

Barclays is a respondent in a class
action for reparations arising from our
time in South Africa pre 1986. The
claims against us and the other defen-
dants are presently dismissed. This deci-
sion has been appealed and the appeal
was heard by the Second Circuit Court
of Appeals on 24 January 2006. A deci-
sion on the appeal is imminent. Bar-
clays (and the other defendants) defence
of the claim is supported by the Govern-
ments of the South Africa, the United
States and the United Kingdom.

Finally, we have examined your
statement that we seized millions of dol-
lars of savings of Holocaust survivors
during World War II, and paid $3.6 mil-
lion to settle with these survivors
decades later. This issue arose in the con-
text of a class action lawsuit brought
against Barclays and other banks operat-
ing in France at the time with plaintiffs
seeking to claim money deposited in
those banks by European Jews before
and after World War II. During the Sec-
ond World War, Barclays in France was
classified as an “Enemy Bank” by the
occupying forces and was administered,
without assistance from us, by German
Army Controllers. On the basis of our
investigation of our operations in France
during the war, we found no examples
of Barclays doing anything other than
what was required under then applicable
laws, and in fact, we found numerous in-

stances in which Barclays assisted Jew-
ish depositors after the occupation in ob-
taining full restitution. Nonetheless, we
were the first bank to settle the lawsuit.

• • •
I hope this clarifies the issues

you’ve raised. If you would like further
historical background regarding Bar-
clays, I recommend the text written by
Margaret Ackrill and Leslie Hannah
entitled “Barclays: The Business of
Banking 1690-1996” published in
2001 by Cambridge University Press.

As an institution which takes its repu-
tation very seriously and which prides it-
self on its tradition of involvement in lo-
cal communities, the statements you
have made are very troubling. Now that
you have factually correct information,
we ask that you immediately retract and
cease making any further misrepresenta-
tions of this sort, including as appropri-
ate, by removing the same from any
websites under your control. We look
forward to working with you to improve
the Brooklyn community in which we
all will live and work together.

Very truly yours,
Peter Truell,

Head of Corporate Communications
for the Americas, Barclays Capital

cc: Jonathan Hughes, Global General
Counsel, Barclays Capital
Ed Weintrob, Publisher,
The Brooklyn Paper

Truell sent an excerpt in which
Brown discusses how David Barclay
became a prominent abolitionist after
amassing his wealth by trading with
slaveholders:

“The wealthy Quaker merchant
David Barclay led a delegation of
Friends [Quakers] to the Board of
Trade in the spring of 1773 in a be-
hind-closed-doors attempt to win a
favorable reception for colonial anti-
slavery petitions.”

While the bank went to great
lengths to show that David Barclay
was indeed an abolitionist — there
seems to be no historical doubt about
that — Truell offered no evidence to
contradict Brown’s and Williams’s
findings that Barclay’s initial wealth
derived from doing business with
slave traders.

Although Barclays is one of the
world’s largest financial institutions,
it has a limited presence in the United
States and is using the naming-rights
deal at a prominent new basketball
arena to introduce itself to American
customers.

When that introduction got mud-
died by coverage of the bank’s distant
past, the bank fought back to, as Tru-
ell put it, “defend our reputation vig-
orously against allegations that are
simply untrue or that are misleading.”

But local scribes were not sur-
prised by Barclays’ approach.

“It’s clear what they’re doing,” said
one journalist (not at The Brooklyn
Paper) who is familiar with the cover-
age of Barclays’ slavery link and has
seen the bank’s subsequent letter. 

“They’re trying to make a big
splash in America, so they want to
nip this kind of coverage in the bud.
Basically, they’re trying to scare re-
porters off the story.”

Meanwhile, black leaders — in-
cluding Rep. Yvette Clarke (D-Flat-
bush), the Rev. Clinton Miller of the
Brown Memorial Baptist Church, the
Rev. Herbert Daughtry of the House
of the Lord Pentecostal Church, and
Councilman Charles Barron (D-East
New York) — continue to call for the
termination of the naming-rights
agreement — and not just because of
the bank’s links to slavery.

“Barclays is a 400-year-old, $2-
trillion, multinational financial em-
pire that has been linked to Nazi Ger-
many, apartheid in South Africa and
the transatlantic slave trade,” said
Clarke, an outspoken supporter of the
Atlantic Yards project.

Clarke is just the latest black
leader — many of them Ratner sup-
porters, as well — to condemn the
naming-rights deal.

Rev. Daughtry, for example, said
he found the naming-rights agree-
ment “troubling.” 

But Barclays remained adamant:
“The letter stands,” said Truell.

BARCLAYS…
Continued from page 1

att Dunning, not Campbell. Campbell’s
actual letter can be seen at http://www.
guardian.co.uk/letters/story/0,,283161,00.
html.

We failed to see that the letters had
become fused — and we greatly re-
gret that error.

• • •
Getting the facts right is a central

tenet of journalism and the foundation
of the work we do here at The Brook-
lyn Paper. When Barclays’ link to slav-
ery was mentioned to us by critics of
the Atlantic Yards project, we didn’t
merely print the tirades of partisans,
but rolled up our sleeves and checked
it out with academics and historians. 

We do not “make stuff up,” as
some critics contend. We report what
credible experts say.

Several books and accounts re-
ferred to Barclays’ involvement in the
slave trade in the 18th century, but
none was more definitive than Eric
Williams’s “Slavery & Capitalism,”
which was first published in 1944,
and was re-issued, with a new forward
by Princeton University professor Co-
lin Palmer, in 1994.

Williams, who was prime minis-
ter of Trinidad from 1961-1981, was
a respected scholar and historian of
the slave trade. Throughout acade-
mia, there are countless citations to
his book and its paradigm-shifting
thesis that the Industrial Revolution
was built on the backs of slaves.

Williams’s thesis “has been chal-
lenged, but never convincingly,” the
Guardian reported last year.

On page 101, Williams’s book
states:

“For London only one name need
to be mentioned, when that name is
Barclay. Two members of this Quaker
family, David and Alexander, were
engaged in the slave trade in 1756.
David began his career in American
and West Indian commerce and be-
came one of the most influential mer-
chants of his day. He was not merely
a slave trader but actually owned a
great plantation in Jamaica. … The
Barclays married into the banking
families of Gurney and Freame, like
so many other intermarriages in other
branches of industry which kept
Quaker wealth in Quaker hands.”

Elsewhere, the book states:
“In 1756, there were 84 Quakers

listed as members of the company
trading to Africa, among them the
Barclay and Baring families. Slave
dealing was one of the most lucrative
investments of English as of Ameri-
can Quakers. … The Quaker opposi-
tion to the slave trade came first and
largely not from England but from
America.”

When we published our stories, we
had no reason to believe that any seri-
ous scholar disputed key parts of
Williams’s seminal work. And Bar-
clays didn’t call us back to challenge
our belief.

Now, Barclays’ Truell asserts that
Williams’s book “makes serious, un-
supported and mistaken allegations
about Barclays” — most importantly
that Alexander Barclay “was never a
partner, employee or agent of the
bank” and that “the ‘David Barclay’
referred to in this book also had no
connection with our bank.” 

But a noted Rutgers University his-
torian, Christopher Leslie Brown, flat
out disputed Truell’s letter (see lead

story, page 1). He said it is impossible
to deny that Barclays profited from
slavery.

Even the book that Truell referred
us to — Margaret Ackrill and Leslie
Hannah’s “Barclays: The Business of
Banking 1690-1996” — makes one
historical fact quite clear: Barclays
“held the accounts of slavers and
slave-owners.”

• • •
This is not the debate we wanted to

have, but it is the debate that Barclays
has foisted upon us by sending a letter
that tried to absolve itself from what
historians say is a clear link to the so-
called “Peculiar Institution” of slavery. 

We would much rather be analyz-
ing the flaws of the Ratner project —
the public subsidies that will allow the
developer untold profits with very lit-
tle risk, the huge environmental toll,
the steamrolling of the established
public review process — than debat-
ing the causes and villains of the hor-
rific crime of human bondage.

Besides, our news stories about
Barclays were not an examination of
whether the bank had profited from

slavery — all banks did, so to pretend
otherwise is silly. Rather, our initial
article — and its follow-up, “Black
leaders rip Ratner’s $400M Barclays
arena deal” — centered on the outrage
that black leaders like Councilwoman
Letitia James, Assemblyman Hakeem
Jeffries, former Assemblyman Roger
Green, and some church pastors —
felt after hearing about the Ratner-
Barclays contract.

We did not manufacture their out-
rage; we reported it, leaving our read-
ers to decide for themselves if the
bank’s past bothered them.

It certainly bothered people long
before we covered the story. As Coun-
cilman Charles Barron (D-East New
York) told the New York Sun,
“Whether The Brooklyn Paper had
highlighted the link to slavery or not,
many of us involved in the reparations
movement were aware of Barclays for
a long time.”

• • •
A lot of confusion might have been

avoided had Barclays’ officials been
open with us earlier. We reached out
to the company the day of the official

naming-rights announcement, but two
calls to England were not returned.

Then, at the naming-rights press
conference, when our reporter Ariella
Cohen asked Barclays President
Robert Diamond about his company’s
link to slavery, Mayor Bloomberg in-
terceded and did not allow Diamond to
address the very serious substance of
Cohen’s question. The mayor, instead,
substituted his own agenda, praising
Barclays as a “great corporation.”

We have no doubt that Barclays is
that, but the mayor obfuscated our re-
porter’s effort to get to the bottom of
the bank’s murky past.

• • •
Truell’s letter also took exception

to our reference to the bank’s long-
documented link to South Africa’s
apartheid government, and its role in
freezing the accounts of some French
Jews during the Holocaust.

But the letter did not substantively
dispute the accuracy of our coverage
so we stand by those parts of our sto-
ries, as well.  Gersh Kuntzman, Editor, 

The Brooklyn Paper
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LETTERS

Barclays deal is wrong for lots of reasons
To the editor,

Many Brooklynites have condemned the
$400-million Barclays naming-rights deal for
the proposed Nets arena. Even among sup-
porters of the controversial Atlantic Yards de-
velopment, this deal has caused anguish due
to Barclays’ historical links to slavery and
apartheid, among other past horrors.

Though these arguments are factually ac-
curate, a sounder — though less-sensational
— argument against the deal is this: using the
arena to advertise this bank is contrary to the
economic reality of most Brooklynites. Ordi-
nary folk simply have no reason to care about
Barclays’ boast that in 2006, it was named
“Inflation Derivatives house of the year,
Commodity Derivatives house of the year,
and Currency Derivatives house of the year
by Risk magazine.” Say what?

Forest City Ratner garnered support of
many low-income African-Americans for its
mega-development by promising jobs and
housing. Yet by selling the naming rights to a
foreign investment bank with nary a U.S. con-
sumer branch, FCR has shown its true colors. 

Suddenly, the project is revealed to be
less about the poor kids who will grow up
in its shadow (literally), and much more
about unfathomably rich investors. 

Decades ago, New York turned its back on
industry in favor of real estate and finance. But
the benefits of this shift are far from apparent
in Brooklyn: despite generous incentives
meant to keep it here, Pfizer just announced

Send a letter
By mail: Letters Editor, The Brooklyn
Paper, 55 Washington St., Brooklyn, NY
11201.
By fax: (718) 834-9278.
By e-mail: Letters@BrooklynPaper.com
All letters must be signed and include
the writer’s home address and phone
number (only the writer’s name and
neighborhood are published with the let-
ter). Letters may be edited and will not
be returned. The earlier in the week you
send your letter, the better.

Delivery Opt out 
Every week, we deliver copies of The

Brooklyn Paper to homes throughout
Brownstone Brooklyn. Our unique sys-
tem limits deliveries to just a few pa-
pers per building (eliminating the kind
of clutter caused by circular and menu
delivery services).

We hope everyone appreciates our
free home delivery, but realize there are
exceptions to every rule.

So, if you’ve received The Paper at
home and no longer want this free
service, you may “opt out” of our deliv-
ery program by filling out the online
form at BrooklynPaper.com/html/about/
optout.html

the closure of its historic Marcy Avenue plant.
A stable job, with the hope of advancement,
was once within reach for kids growing up in
nearby housing projects. Not so anymore. 

Who decided to shutter this plant, like so
many others that offered livable wages to
blue-collar workers across the city? Precisely
the corporate financial managers Barclays
hopes to impress with its Barclays Center. 

Had authentic, honest dialogue about the
goals of this project occurred, we might not
be learning at this late date that Brooklyn’s
road to jobs and housing passes through
London’s financial district.

Stuart Schrader, Prospect Heights
The writer is the producer of the “Picketing Hen-

ry Ford” blog at www.stuartschrader.com/blog

Call him PR Vito
To the editor, 

I am perpetually amazed at how political
hacks like Rep. Vito Fossella, an admitted
thief who stole money for his personal pleas-
ures, can get re-elected. Fossella runs around
with his music-stand podium, constantly tak-
ing credit for all the hard work that has been
done by either the community board, local
citizens or other elected officials.

He has developed a talent for being the
Johnny-come-lately, who is there generating
his personal public relations.

Community Board 10 fought for years to
get the walkway along Shore Road repaired.
When the asphalt finally collapsed, and the

Corps of Engineers made repairs, they had
to call him because he did not know any-
thing about it, but he showed up to take all
of the credit for getting work done.

He managed to put $7 million into a
budget in Washington to help repair the
86th Street subway (which really needs over
$44 million), but forgot to mention that the
money is six years away from coming.

Now that the Owls Head sewage treatment
plant has become a pressing issue, he com-
mends the city Department of Environmental
Protection in the process, even though it is fail-
ing to act timely or properly regarding the
massive problems in and around the plant.

It is about time that the citizens and vot-
ers in Bay Ridge wake up to what is going

on. We only have to suffer another two
years at most, unless Washington goes after
him over the money he stole. His ethics are
the opposite of mine: they stink.

Allen Bortnick, Bay Ridge
The writer is a member of Community Board 10 

Help that man!
To the editor,

The grandkids who are trying to kick out
Dominick Diomede (“94-years-old and
homeless,” Jan. 13) are heartless! 

They’re jerks and I hope NO ONE rents
the apartment after they kick out Dominick.
It would serve them right to have that apart-

ment sit empty forever.
Renee Page, Dallas Texas

NoGo mojo
To the editor,

I read Dana Rubinstein’s recent article
“Slime fighters: Spiffed-up Gowanus is
closer to reality” (Jan. 27) with interest. As
a long-time resident of the area of North
Gowanus, I was suprised that she didn’t use
the more commonly used term “NoGo,”
which has become somewhat of a standard
among my neighbors. 

We feel it’s the type of name, unlike
Boerum Hill, that subtly resists gentrifica-
tion. Michael Freedman, Gowanus

Brooklyn hairstyles on the stage? I hope not.
You sure seem to think you are better

than other people in the way you write.
Take off your rose-colored glasses. I could
go on and on about your slanted article, but
I think I am just going to stop reading any-
thing written by a bunch of flake pseudo-in-
tellectuals from New York.

I love New York; except for the people.
Marc (last name withheld), Texas

Ask a boy
To the editor,

You might ask the Boy Next Door which
woman he prefers. My guess is that you are
the only one who has no clue. Perhaps it
was the hair under the arm?

PS: I see the parade of beauties on Waiki-
ki beach daily, so maybe I have sharper
senses.

PPS: Why’s a guy named Gersh writing
about girls anyway? You should be covering
the waterfront goons or the police blotter.

Bill Maxwell, Honolulu, Hawaii

Stop whining
To the editor,

Good God, Kuntzman! Your column read
more like a bitchfest than an editorial. I
wholly support territorial pride and whatnot,
but please, New York is not the greatest
state, and the city is certainly not the great-
est city.

Furthermore, from a completely superfi-
cial standpoint, Miss Oklahoma looks a lot
cuter and a lot less anorexic than Miss New
York. 

You treated the other states in an unfair
fashion. In beauty contests, the winner is
rarely chosen on where they are from, but
on how they look in a bikini and how much
they want world peace.

Mocking my home state of Pennsylvania,
alongside Oklahoma and Nebraska, is quite

Last week’s Brooklyn Angle column
about Miss America (“Snubbed! Miss
New York loses big crown again”)
prompted an avalanche of letters from
readers throughout the nation (who
read the column at BrooklynPaper.com)
condemning the columnist, Gersh Kuntz-
man, for his misplaced Brooklyn pride.
Since Kuntzman has had his say, we felt
obligated to allow readers to have their
say about whether Miss New York (the
pride of Bay Ridge, Bethlene Pancoast,
far right) or Miss Oklahoma (Lauren Nel-
son, near right) deserved the top tiara.

Smokin’ hot!
To the editor,

If the girl you chose as Miss New York is
the best that y’all can do, just give it up.
Miss Oklahoma is smokin’ hot and would
still be hot no matter where she was from. 

I love New York, and I know that there
are tons of women way hotter than the one
chosen to represent your state this year. Oh,
well, maybe next year…

A.J. Lawler, town withheld, California

Lone Star lover
To the editor,

I am a native and former New Yorker
who now lives in Texas and love it here in
the Lone Star State. I am sure your com-
ments about the Oklahomans were in jest,
but it sounds like what I remember of New
York whining that I do not miss at all. In
Texas, we have Oklahoma to kick around
and it is fun, just like I use to laugh at New
Jersey jokes when I lived in New York.

But your writings are idiotic.
You also mocked Miss Oklahoma’s hair.

As far as hairstyles go, even a native Texan
bleach blond stereotypical hairstyle does not
compare to the God-awful Brooklyn hair-
styles I have seen. Do you really want to see

insulting as well. My apologies, sir, but
New York City has nothing on Philadelphia,
and it never will. 

As a newspaper editor from such a “pro-
gressive” city as New York, you should be
writing columns about how the whole spec-
tacle [of beauty pageants] is a black mark
on American culture. One would think that
you would be writing columns on how we
should be ashamed of encourage such su-
perficial behavior. 

But, alas, you wrote a whiny editorial.

Your writing makes you look more like a
jealous teenybopper than an editor from a
semi-respectable paper.

Patrick Solomon, Lancaster, PA

Our crown, your crime
To the editor,

I personally don’t care who wins, where
they are from or what talent they might
have. I do care about how you have just
bashed the state of Oklahoma.

I did a job in Brooklyn back in the late
1980s, building the Manhattan King Sea-
food plant. I was amazed that the top of all
apartment complexes I saw were fenced in.
I also noticed that every window had steel
bars covering them, protecting from un-
wanted intrusions.

The jobsite I was at featured almost a
nightly routine of being broken into by the

locals in search of anything of value. I lost
$12,000 because of that particular contract. 

Brooklyn has been my worst experience
in my life for visiting any American city. I
had hired some help out of Harlem, and
would pick them up, and take them home. I
never had any problems while in Harlem.

I do enjoy reading your columns, but feel
you took a cheap shot at Oklahoma’s ex-
pense. I would suggest that one get his own
house clean before trashing another in the fu-
ture. Craig Carpenter, Oologah, OK
Editor’s note: Crime in Brooklyn is down dramati-
cally from the 1980s, though, clearly, America’s
opinion of the place has not kept pace.

I’m rich, you’re not!
To the editor,

I think you’re overestimating the impor-
tance of New York. The truth of it is, we’re
just not that impressed. I love to travel, visit
places, see things, but for a place to live, I’ll
take Louisville any day. The lack of traffic
and smog, real estate within two percent of
actual market value, and the ability to see
stars at night make for a great place to live. 

There is no part of the city that I am
scared to drive in, at any time of night. I live
on five beautiful acres, have a 2,500-square-
foot home with an in-ground pool, and a
three-car garage. 

What’s more, I don’t need a [working]
wife or significant other to afford this
lifestyle. To afford this in New York would
require a ridiculous income, as if there were
a five-acre tract of green space in New York
anyway.

The real reason that Pancoast didn’t win, is
most likely her nose, the first thing I noticed
about her. Facial proportions are a major part
of beauty, and when the protuberance in ques-
tion stretches for half the face, it’s very likely
that people will not find her attractive.

Daniel Shwerrily, Louisville, Kentucky

Miss America column: Our nation speaks
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Music videos
“Half-Cocked” may be the best teen movie ever

made. And now, 13 years after it was released, peo-
ple can finally see it.

The film follows a gang of kids who steal a van
stocked with musical equipment and make believe
they’re a band. Starring Tara Jane O’Neil, formerly
of Rodan, and Ian Svenonius, once named Sassy

magazine’s “Sassiest Boy
in America,” the film
has become a cult clas-
sic. It’s being screened
— along with its com-
panion piece “Radia-
tion” (pictured) — this
week to promote a dou-
ble-feature DVD com-
mercial release.

“There were only 500
copies of [“Half-Cocked”] ever, and those were on
VHS,” co-writer and director Michael Galinsky told
GO Brooklyn. “We saw that copies were selling online
for $200 and that’s when we sat down to do this.”

Packed with screeching sounds, the black-and-
white world of “Half-Cocked” is a snapshot of what
was happening over a decade ago, a scene that
Galinsky said “doesn’t exist anymore.”

Let’s hope today’s rockers take notes.
“Half-Cocked” and “Radiation” will be shown

at Rope (415 Myrtle Ave. at Clinton Avenue in
Clinton Hill) at 3 pm on Feb. 11, and at Vox Pop
(1022 Cortelyou Rd. at Coney Island Avenue in
Flatbush) at 7 pm on Feb 12. For information visit
www.rumur.com. — Youyoung Lee

CINEMA
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A real dream
MUSIC

Though the Supremes disbanded in 1977, found-
ing member Mary Wilson still hasn’t stepped out of
the spotlight.

Wilson, who performs original material in addition
to classic Supremes songs, still tours extensively — in
fact, when GO Brooklyn caught up with her, she had
just wrapped up a set of shows with Little Richard and
Chuck Berry at the MGM
Grand in Las Vegas.

Bringing her act to
Brooklyn, Wilson will
perform alongside the
Temptations Review,
featuring Dennis Ed-
wards, making for a
real Motown reunion.

“The Temptations
and Supremes were al-
ways sort of like the
prince and princess of Mo-
town,” she told us this week. 

While Wilson is aware of the success of the film
“Dreamgirls,” which is based on the story of the
Supremes, she pointed out that it was not directly
analogous. “Mary Wilson doesn’t really exist as a
character in that movie,” she said. Modestly, she de-
ferred to Diana Ross and Florence Ballard, whose
stories were more prominent. 

Wilson told us that “Reflections” is her favorite
Supremes song, but with her appearance in Brook-
lyn happening this week, we think “Come See
About Me” would be even more fitting. 

Mary Wilson will perform at the Walt Whitman
Theater at Brooklyn Center for the Performing
Arts at Brooklyn College (one block from the cor-
ner of Flatbush and Nostrand avenues) on Feb.
17 at 8 pm. Tickets are $20-$35. For information
call (718) 951-4500. — Chris Varmus

Heart museum
WEB

Kris Waldherr illustrates tarot cards.
It’s no surprise, then, that the Ditmas Park-based

artist has an obsession with ornate imagery and
spooky fortunes. Both play major roles in her
newest project, the Museum of Love, which is
billed as “the most romantic place on the Web.” 

Completely virtual,
the Museum acts as a
home to more than a
few doomed couples of
mythology and lore.
It’s the one site on the
Web that isn’t interested
in the latest celebrity
break-up. Dante and Bea-
trice are there, Tristan
and Isolde, too.

Originally hatched as
a way to expand upon
her book, “The Lover’s

Path,” the museum has taken on a life of its own and
now features over 80 pieces of Waldherr’s original art,
as well as a number of interactive features geared to-
ward the amorous. Visitors can send love letters to
their sweethearts or ask questions of the “Lover’s Ora-
cle,” which is a bit like romantic three-card monte.

“I find that as you’re wandering around and getting
lost [in the Museum], it’s sort of the way relationships
are,” Waldherr told GO Brooklyn this week. “You
don’t know where you’re going and you’re lost and
seeing all these amazing places, but you don’t know
what’s really going to happen until you get there.” 

The Museum of Love is open all the time at
www.museumoflove.org. — Youyoung Lee

By Sarah McCormick
for The Brooklyn Paper

O
f all the bars that Grant Stoddard has
been to, he remembers only a handful. 

Rosemary’s Greenpoint Tavern, the
divey haunt on Bedford Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, is one of them.

No sooner had the former sex columnist
for Nerve.com sat down with his oversized
Styrofoam cup of beer than a regular perched
at the bar spotted him.

“Hey! You’re that guy! Do you still do all
that weird sex s—t?”

Stoddard grinned, looking slightly embar-
rassed, and replied, “It’s funny you mention
it, that’s actually why I’m here.”

After spending three years at Nerve, which
has been publishing personals and porn since
1997, Stoddard has written a memoir, “Work-
ing Stiff: The Misadventures of an Accidental
Sexpert,” spilling the beans about his time as
a professional stud.

Despite the sometimes-shocking “sex-
ploits” outlined in his book, Stoddard
claims to be a hopeless romantic. He moved
to the United States from his native Eng-
land in 1998 to chase a Jersey girl who had
stolen his heart.

When things ended badly, Stoddard
picked up the pieces and brought them to
Brooklyn, moving to Kensington briefly be-
fore settling down in Williamsburg. The liv-
ing situation was far from ideal.

“It made my hatred of hippies much
more acute,” he said, citing an unfortunate
situation where “an acid dropout girl stole
our flat mate’s laptop for money to follow
Phish on tour.” 

Barely able to make ends meet, Stoddard
worked shrink-wrapping CDs in a ware-
house. “I spent most of my time appreciating
the art of loafing,” he said, recalling the
drudgery. “I structured my days around how
to accomplish doing absolutely nothing.” 

After a few months kicking around, Stod-
dard learned that he was facing deportation.
To earn a work visa, he entered a trivia con-
test on Nerve with questions such as “What
is the one area that engorges with blood oth-
er than the genitals during sexual arousal?”
(Answer? The nose!) He ended up getting
lucky. Literally. 

As winner of the contest, he was award-
ed the grand prize: one passionate night

with a married Nerve columnist. “I guess I
didn’t do too badly,” he said, because with
a good word from her at Nerve, he scored
again — landing a paid internship with the
site.

Stoddard began writing comical columns
with titles like “I Did It For Science,” and
made a name for himself by doing ab-
solutely anything to get his next story.

“Like most writers, I procrastinated,”
Stoddard told us “While I was living in
Williamsburg, I was given an assignment to
take five drugs, on five separate occasions
and have sex under the influence. Of
course, I put it off until the last weekend
and ingested all five in a 36-hour period. I
could still perform, but I was a mess. I had
a boner that wouldn’t go away for days.”  

For other stories, he had sex on the sub-
way, played bridge in the nude, attended an
S&M retreat in West Virginia as an under-
cover sadomasochist, and took part in a
number of out-there orgies, including one
celeb-filled romp at the Chelsea Hotel. 

Ever the gentleman, he declined name
names.

It isn’t surprising that Stoddard became a
bit of a workaholic. In fact, one evening he
decided to bring a girlfriend to an after-
work event. Fearing that the details of their
destination would scare her off, he decided
to refer to the upcoming orgy as “raunchy
party,” and hope for the best.

While he was standing across the room at
the buffet table, munching on corn chips, a
quick glance across the room revealed
something unexpected. His formerly but-
toned-up date completely unbuttoned and
enjoying the company of a number of other
partygoers. His conclusion? “People will do
anything if you just ask them to.”

Stoddard continued working at Nerve un-
til 2003. He left to pursue other options and
work on his memoir, but insists that he
looks fondly upon his tenure as a sex
columnist.

Despite his adventures, Stoddard main-
tains that he’s nothing but a shy guy who
was caught in extraordinary circumstances.
“I’m very shy and very cautious. ‘Working
Stiff’ is about how I was not the right per-
son to be doing this. [Maybe I was] from a
comedy standpoint, but from a sexual stand-
point — no.” 

Dirty words
Former online sexpert Grant Stoddard recalls his checkered past

Roman hands: Former Nerve.com columnist Grant Stoddard gets grabby with GO
Brooklyn’s Sarah McCormick outside of Rosemary’s Greenpoint Tavern in Williamsburg. 

“Working Stiff: The Misadventures of an
Accidental Sexpert,” is available at Barnes &
Noble (267 Seventh Ave. at Sixth Street in
Park Slope), Vox Pop (1022 Cortelyou Rd. at
Coney Island Avenue in Flatbush) and Babbo’s
Books (242 Prospect Park West at Windsor
Place in Windsor Terrace).  
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Caffé
BUON GUSTO

RISTORANTE ITALIANO

“Major local
favorite”

ZAGAT
RATEDDINE IN • DELIVERY • CATERING

PRIVATE & CORPORATE PARTIES

151 Montague Street, Brooklyn Heights
Open 7 days week • (718) 624-3838

Black Pearl Restaurant & Bar
833 Union St. bet. 6th & 7th Aves.

BRUNCH
sat & sun

11am - 3:30pm

718-857-2004 • www.blackpearlny.com

DINNER
6 days

5pm - midnight

Unlimited Mimosas
& Bloody Mary’s

for Brunch

SEAFOOD • RAW BAR • STEAKS • PASTA

❤Valentine’s Reservations
––––––––––––––
Private Party Room

Our food is prepared fresh when you order, so please 
call ahead.

Call while the grill is hot!
718.783.0033      718.783.4032

Helios Greek Taverna & more.

It’s dark and cold.  You’re tired from work.  
Why go out?  Let us bring fine Greek and 
American dishes to you.

made on premises since 1946

JoMartChocolates.com

7520 Fifth Avenue
BAY RIDGE

(718) 833-0400

2917 Avenue R
MARINE PARK

(718) 375-1277

LOVE TASTES BETTER
WITH CHOCOLATE

Custom packed heart boxes and chocolate novelties

I’d first heard of Leather Camp during
a Nerve.com editorial meeting.

Leather Camp is a five-day retreat in
which extremely kinky people from the
United States and abroad get together
and enact their wildest fantasies. The idea
was that I would attend and report back on
the scene. Should anyone ask, I was to tell
them that I was attracted to BDSM and
thought that Leather Camp would be a
good way to find out what worked for me.

I had already delved into some BDSM-
type activity in my column before now:
I’d been shrink-wrapped in latex, infan-
tilized by a dominatrix, and had seven
shades of s—t beaten out of me by a fe-
male wrestler…

A portion of the Leather Camp Web
site dealt with travel arrangements and
carpooling. I ended up getting a ride
with a guy called Manflesh. I traveled to
Brighton Beach to meet up with him at
his parents’ home. 

Manflesh was red-haired, soft-spoken,
and in his mid-20s. He had borrowed his
parents’ vehicle for Leather Camp: a
large silver minivan with a large disabled
sticker on the back and a mechanism for
getting wheelchairs in and out. 

“For a minivan, this thing can really
move,” he assured me, then faithfully
observed the speed limit the whole way

down past the Mason-Dixon line.  
As we headed closer to camp, the

clouds cleared. In the final mile of our
journey, we passed through a quaint lit-
tle village that listed the times of servic-
es on its welcome sign. There I was, driv-
ing in with a man who made the Marquis
de Sade look like Pat Boone. Did Little-
brooke’s residents know that 400 more
of us were on the way?

We slowly pulled up the gravel drive-
way to the checkpoint, where two 50-
year-old women in stars-and-stripes T-
shirts checked our credentials. 

“We gotta check that you ain’t vanil-
la!” one of them yelled, laughing. 

After three hours with Manflesh, I was
feeling more vanilla than at any point in
my life. 

About 25 yards from our car was a 50-
year-old man dressed as a little girl, with a
bright red wig, pink dress, white knee-high
socks, and Mary Jane shoes. He looked
like a dry-cured Strawberry Shortcake.

He skipped along the dirt road before
hopping into a buggy and taking the reins.

— from “Working Stiff: The Misadventures
of an Accidental Sexpert” by Grant Stod-
dard (Harper Perennial, Jan. 2007)

Working Stiff: 
An excerpt
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Little Cupcake Bakeshop is offering
red cupcakes with cupid sprinkles
for Valentine’s Day.

By Jordana Rothman
for The Brooklyn Paper

F
orgetting to make dinner reserva-
tions for Valentine’s Day is a sure-
fire way to spend a lonely night

on the couch. Long waits in packed
restaurants are up there with flowers
and chocolates as must-haves on
Feb. 14, even though a romantic
meal of that caliber can require
reservations made weeks in ad-
vance, not to mention a bill that
makes buying a ring seem like an
economical alternative.

So it’s no surprise that at-
home Valentine’s Day celebra-
tions are increasingly in vogue.
And nowadays, you don’t even
have to do-it-yourself when you
do it yourself.

FreshDirect, the online grocery
store, is offering a selection of three-
course meals promising to arrive on
our doorstep oven-ready and com-
plete with a detailed presentation
guide. 

But when we’re planning a ro-
mantic meal for two, we’re not con-
tent to let just anyone thump our
melons for us. In this case, we’ll be
doing all the preparation ourselves.

In search of ways to wow our hon-
eys without Brooklyn’s most coveted

tables on our side, we sought out a
few experts committed to transform-
ing amorous amateurs into enamored
epicures.

Laura Nuter, owner of the Grab
Specialty Foods in Park Slope, said
fondue was the perfect pre-meal teas-
er to get your appetites — for dinner
and more visceral inklings — flowing.

Though traditional versions blend
cheeses like Gruyere, Comté and Ap-
penzeller, Nuter likes to “stink it up a
bit.” To elevate the common fondue,
she recommends adding a French
cow’s milk cheese, such as Vaucherin
Fribourgeois, or an herb-crusted
Marachel, to the mix. 

The cheese is traditionally melted

100 Wine Tips

These are Darrin’s
Best Buys for February!

Riesling, Giesen Fresh & lively,
crisp & charming! Lemony, gin-
ger aromas with apricot and
orange blossom, plenty of lively,
focused green apple and lively
fruit flavors, balanced with a cit-
rus tang, make this an ideal
white with shellfish... or just
about any seafood. Usually sells
for $12 a bottle! –$8.95

Cabernet Sauvignon, Mont-
gras “Best Value Red” in the
4th Annual Wines of Chile
Competition... and I was one of
the judges! We tasted hundreds
of wines, and this won took the
Gold! Plenty of ripe plum and
cocoa flavors, smooth and rich
on the palate with a finish that
just won’t quit! –$10.49

Oxford Landing, GSM Grenache,
Shiraz & Mourvedre... what a
delicious blend! Ripe aromas of
raspberries, plums, white pep-
percorns, nutmeg & allspice...
lush flavors of cherries, red
berries, plums and more spices.
This wine is a perfect cold
weather red to serve with roasts,
stews, chili & grilled foods.

–$8.95

Corvina, Falasco This is a per-
fect red wine for pizza and
pasta! Made from lightly dried
Corvina grapes (used in making
Valpolicella and Amarone!)
grown in Italy’s Veneto, this soft,
smooth wine has enough body
and flavor to stand up to all your
favorite “red sauce” favorites... yet
it’s just right for roast chicken!

–$9.95 

Buy Darrin’s Best Buys 4 Pack
and Save 10%     –$34.52

Darrin’s Discovery
Wines for February!

Sauvignon Blanc, Touraine,
Alex Mathur Our good friend
Michael Lerner keeps finding
such delicious, well-priced wines
for us! This white has a richly
aromatic nose with notes of
melon, grapefruit, honey, spices
and minerals showing. Lively in
the mouth with layers of pure
fruit flavors, plenty of intriguing
complexity, lovely balance and a
long, silky finish. The enticing
aromas of melon and grapefruit
come through on the palate, and
there is a clean and refreshing
level of bright acidity. This is a
Must Buy from the Loire Valley,
home of great Sauvignon Blanc.

–$12.95

Bonarda, Oltrepo Pavese,
“Cantine di Mezzaluna”,
Elisabetta Elena Doria Way,
way up in the north of Italy, in
Lombardia, wine has been made
for over 3,000 years... wine so
good that, in the Middle Ages, it
was sent down the River Po and,
from there, to royal courts and
noble houses all over. Over time,
the red wines made from the
Bonarda grape came to be recog-
nized as the most important
from these vineyards. Plenty of
ripe aromas, with almonds and
cherry notes leading. The flavors
are rich and delicious, a bit juicy,
with cherries, red raspberries and
wild blackcap notes. Very nicely
structured and well balanced.

–$12.95

Buy my February Discovery
Wines Two Pack and Save 10%

–$23.31

211 Fifth Avenue
(bet. Union & President) PARK SLOPE

Open: Mon-Sat, 10am-10pm, Sun, 12-8pm
www.redwhiteandbubbly.com • 636-9463
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Abu’s Homestyle
Bakery 
1184 Fulton St. at Bedford Avenue, (718)
230-1115, www.abusbakery.com (AmEx,
MC, Visa) Pastries, cakes and pies: $1-$25.
Find yourself in a sweets-lover’s heaven when
you enter this small bakery. Owner Idris Conry
has been providing Brooklyn with dozens of
assorted homemade pastries, cakes and pies
for the last six years, and even ships them
nationwide. The signature item, bean pie,
never stops pleasing, says Conry’s son, manag-
er Idris Braithwaite. For the bean pie, navy
beans are used as part of the custard filling,
which is topped with a thin layer of cinnamon
and butter. An African-American delicacy cre-
ated as an alternative to apple pie or sweet
potato pie, Braithwaite calls the bakery’s bean
pie “the jazz of dessert culture.” The bakery
also gives “a different spin” to carrot cake and
German chocolate cake, and makes wedding
cakes and personalized photo cakes. For larg-
er orders, delivery is available for a $10 fee.
Open Monday through Friday, from 8 am to 10
pm; Saturdays, from 10 am to 10 pm; and
Sundays, from 10 am to 5 pm.

The Chocolate Room
86 Fifth Ave. at St. Marks Place, (718) 783-
2900, www.thechocolateroombrooklyn.com
(MC, Visa) Desserts: $5-$13; chocolates: $40
per pound. �
On February 14, what better way to celebrate
the year’s sweetest day than bringing your
loved one to a world of chocolate goodness?
Husband-and-wife team Jon Payson and
Naomi Josepher operate this chocolate bou-
tique and dessert emporium, which opened in
January 2005. This year they’re offering a spe-
cial three course Valentine’s Day menu: For
$28 a piece, diners can reserve a spot for one
of the three seatings; at 7 pm, 8:30 pm or 10
pm to enjoy a chocolate Linzer Cookie, a dou-
ble dipped strawberry passion fruit panna
cotta and “s’more lovin’,” consisting of a gra-
ham cracker heart, with molten chocolate
marshmallow sauce topped with caramel ice
cream. Dessert wine will also be included. 

Baked
359 Van Brunt St. at Wolcott Street, (718)
222-0345, www.bakednyc.com, (AmEx, MC,
Visa) Cakes: $4 a slice; 8- to 12-inch cakes:
$33-$70. �

out. Stop by any time and pick up any of
Torres’s new and inventive amorous indul-
gences, including the Mini-Heart Assortment,
a truffle box with seven round chocolate truf-
fles, or the Cherry Popper, pieces of dried
cherry enrobed in dark chocolate ganache. But
Torres won’t stop there, his Jaques Torres Body
Butter, made from a caramel sauce, is back due
to popular demand. Despite a high-tech
approach, Torres runs a hands-on operation —
from heating the chocolate to the perfect tem-
perature to packaging the fresh, preservative-
free finished product; you can watch the
chocolates being made while relaxing in the
small European-style cafe in the front of the
shop. The cafe serves coffee, tea, and Torres’s
trademark wicked hot chocolate. Open Mon-
day through Saturday, from 9 am to 7 pm, and
Sundays, from 10 am to 6 pm.

Cake Man Raven
708 Fulton St. at Fort Greene Place, (718)
797-2598, www.cakemanraven.com (AmEx,
DC, Disc, MC, Visa) Cakes: $25-$180.
Raven Patrick De’Sean Dennis III, a.k.a. “Cake
Man Raven,” learned to bake in his grandma’s
kitchen in South Carolina when he was knee-
high to a grasshopper. It’s a skill that has served
him well. His Southern red velvet cake has melt-
ed in the mouths of celebrities as old-school as
Lena Horne and Cab Calloway and as new as
Jay-Z and Justin Timberlake. The Cake Man also
dabbles in cookies, pastries and pies. His wed-
ding cakes are gorgeous, too; and he can do
seemingly anything with fondant. Just ask.
Open daily. On Valentine’s Day, Cake Man
Raven will offer “sweets for your sweetheart,”
heart shaped yellow, red velvet or chocolate
cakes, spanning from 6 to 12 inches in size and

FreshDirect. To insure delivery on or
before Feb. 14, order by Feb. 12. For in-
formation call (866) 283-7374 or visit
www.freshdirect.com.

Grab (438 Seventh Ave. at 15th
Street in Park Slope) is open Tuesday
through Friday from 12 pm until 8pm,
Saturday from 10 am until 7pm and Sun-
day from 10 am until 6 pm. For informa-
tion call (718) 369-7595.

Luscious Brooklyn (59 Fifth Ave. at
St. Mark’s Place in Park Slope) is open
Monday through Friday from 11 am un-
til 8.30 pm, on Saturday from 11 am un-
til 7 pm and Sunday from 11 am until
6pm. For information call  (718) 398-
5800 or visit www.lusciousbrooklyn.com.

One Girl Cookies (68 Dean St. at
Smith Street in Cobble Hill) is open is
open Monday through Thursday from
11 am until 7 pm, Friday and Saturday
from 11 am until 9 pm and on Sunday
from 12 pm until 6pm. For information
call (212) 675-4996 or visit www.one-
girlcookies.com.

Two Little Red Hens (1112 Eighth
Ave. at 11th Street in Park Slope) is
open Monday through Friday from 7 am
until 7 pm, Saturday from 8 am until 7
pm and Sunday from 8 am until 5 pm.
For information call (718) 499-8108 or
visit www.twolittleredhens.com.

DINING

valentine’s day in style
5 course dinner $45/$55.

reservations recommended

dinner 5-11pm, bar fri/sat 11-2am, brunch sat/sun 11am-3pm

440 bergen street (5th ave/flatbush)
718.230.5925

simple yet sophistcated food at its best
New American Creative Eats

❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

❤
❤❤

❤❤ ❤

D • E • L • I • C • I • O • U • S
Chinese Cuisine & Vegetarian Nutrition

• Fast Free Delivery
• Open 7 Days a Week
• Party Orders Welcome

We Only Use Vegetable Oil
Natural Cooking

and Fresh Vegetables

162 Montague Street
Brooklyn Heights

(718) 522-5565/66
fax (718) 522-1205 (24hr)

Mon - Thurs 11:30am - 10:00pm
Fri - Sat 11:30 am - 11:00pm
Sunday 2:00pm - 10:00pm

$7.00
min.

FREE
DELIVERY

Seniors: 115% DDiscount
every Tuesday night (dine-in only) 

4408 5th Ave. (bet. 44th & 45th Sts.) (718) 438-2009
Open 7 days, 6am-midnight • 

AUTHENTIC DOMINICAN CUISINE

“Coma Como en su Casa”
(eat like at home)

Pepper Steak – $9.20 • Paella – $14.70
Lobstertail stuffed with crabmeat – $29.90

Private dining room for parties

Serving the community for 20 years

Louisiana Southern American Cuisine
★ COME JOIN US FOR

★ MARDI GRAS CELEBRATION ★
Tuesday, February 20th: Live Music and Buffet

Renowned New Orleans photographer
Zack Smith will be selling his work

★ Sunday Jazz Brunch ★
CATERING AVAILABLE

293 7th Ave. (7/8 Sts.)
Train to 7th Avenue

Reservations

(718) 369-8348

Kitchen

NORTH OF NEW ORLEANS

F243 Fifth Avenue, between Carroll & Garfield
718-788-8070 • www.lighthousetavern.net • Zagat Rated

The Lighthouse TavernThe Lighthouse Tavern

FAT TUESDAY
Feb. 20th
Live music

Check our website
for details

FOOD • POOL TABLE • GARDEN
KITCHEN OPEN LATE

NCAA PACKAGES

For Reservations and Information:

(718) 625-9352
66 Water Street • DUMBO Brooklyn
www.waterstreetrestaurant.com

Dinner, Music, & Dancing
for Lovers
Come join us for a 
Valentine’s Day Celebration
Visit our website for
Valentine’s Day menu

Dinner served 5-11pm
Lounge open 8-12am

Flute of champagne with strawberry
served with every entrée

480 62nd St. (off of 5th Avenue) • Open 6am-1am

(718) 492-6698 • www.coralinecafe.com

Coraline CafeCoraline Cafe
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Karaoke Friday Nights
9 pm to 1 am with Mike Sisco!

Now
Serving

Breakfast

6716 Fort Hamilton Pkwy • near 67th St. in Dyker Heights

• (718) 238-9447

Having A Party?
Private Party Room Accommodates Up To 50 People

Office Parties, Reunions, Graduations, Showers, Christenings & More!

5 COURSE
Dinner Special

Mon-Thurs • 8 person max

Not available holidays

CHOICE OF:

8 appetizers

6 pastas • 20 entrées

Coffee & Dessert

$2495

VACCAROVACCARO

+ tax

3 Course Lunch
Mon-Sat: 12noon-3pm

8 person max

Not available holidays

$1295
+ tax

RISTORANTE

Wine & Dine
Your Valentine
and enjoy a complimentary

glass of champagne!
Special à la carte

Valentine’s Day menu

71 Carroll Street  Brooklyn, NY 11231 • 718.797.9797 • www.lomawellness.com

GRAND OPENING FEBRUARY 10, 2007
VALENTINE’S DAY PACKAGES/GIFT CERTIFICATES NOW AVAILABLE

“Combining Spa & Wellness with Medicine”

PHYSICIAN-DIRECTED
MASSAGE THERAPY • FACIAL/SKINCARE SERVICES • LASER HAIR REDUCTION

LASER FOTO-FACIAL REJUVENATION • ANTI-AGING TREATMENTS
LIFE-STYLE MODIFICATION PROGRAMS • SPORTS MEDICINE

PHYSICAL THERAPY • PAIN MANAGEMENT • NUTRITION COUNSELING
ACUPUNCTURE • AESTHETIC/PREVENTIVE DENTISTRY

Home cooking
Have a perfect Valentine’s Day dinner at
the hottest kitchen in town — your own

BROOKLYN

Bites Valentine’s 
Day Treats

going from $35 to $80. Chocolate dipped fruit
pieces will also be served for $1.25 each. Pickup
times for Tuesday February 13th and Wednes-
day February 14th are from 2 pm to 10 pm.

Little Cupcake
Bakeshop
9102 Third Avenue at 91 St., (718) 680-4465,
(AmEx, MC, Visa) Cupcakes: $1.50-$4.00. �
This cute cupcake shop, which seats about 20
people, opened in July of 2005. This Valentine’s
Day, owner Luigi Lobuglio will be delving into a
romantic theme, serving red cupcakes topped
with cupid and heart-shaped sprinkles, heart-
shaped cakes and cookies with amorous mes-
sages scrawled on them. Regular menu items
will also be available; Brooklyn black out cake,
“an all time favorite” according to Lobuglio, is
made from dark chocolate with ganache filling
and covered by 2 types of chocolate butter.
Another popular item is the Red Velvet cake, a
traditional southern cake with cocoa and cream
cheese icing that is completely red inside. The
new Nutella Cappuccino as well as their tradi-
tional Caramel Vanilla Cappuccino and hot cho-
colate will be served to wash down the goodies.

Steve’s Authentic
Key Lime Pies
204 Van Dyke St. at Ferris Street, (718) 858-
5333, (Disc, MC, Visa) Pies: $4-$20.
Miami native Steve Tarpin began making Key
Lime pies in his Red Hook home in 1995. Four
years later, he had relocated to a bakery — he
needed the extra space to meet the demand
for his sweet and tangy confections. The per-
petually packed shop, located on the ground
floor of a Civil War-era warehouse on the Red
Hook waterfront, uses only fresh-squeezed
juice, which Tarpin says makes all the differ-
ence. Steve’s menu is limited; they offer their
namesake pies and a few other treats including
“Swingles” — frozen, chocolate-dipped slices
of pie on a stick. In the warmer months, you
can grab a pie and sit by the water, making
believe you’re spending summer in the Keys.

Williams Candy
1318 Surf Ave. between West 15th Street
and Stillwell Avenue, (718) 372-0302 (Cash
only) Candy: $1-$3.
It is just as you would picture it: a quaint, old-
fashioned candy shop, crammed with pink puffs
of cotton candy, gooey caramel-coated apples
and sugary bins of sweets. The selection of
sweet confections at this 75-year-old establish-
ment is enough to make your teeth rot just by
looking at it. Pick up a box of Coney Island salt-
water taffy or gorge yourself on three different
kinds of candy apples: jelly, caramel or choco-
late. Children will be delighted by the whimsical
display of cartoon character lollipops. Owned
by the Clam Stop proprietors, the wholesale
and retail candy store is sure to appease even
the most resilient sweet-tooth with over 30 dif-
ferent kinds of sweets and an abundance of
amusement park treats. Open daily. 

Th
e 

B
ro

ok
ly

n 
Pa

p
er

 f
ile

/ 
To

m
 C

al
la

n

Open since January, this sleek little bakery-
cafe serves cakes inspired by recipes found in
vintage cookbooks, but with less sugar, says
Renato Poliafito, who co-owns Baked with
Matt Lewis and Rafi Avramovitz. Specialties
include the “Red Hook Red Hot,” a red velvet
cake topped with cinnamon buttercream and
Red Hot candies and the “Sweet and Salty,” a
chocolate cake with salty caramel and caramel
chocolate ganache that’s topped with sea salt.
This Valentine’s Day, Baked suggests that cos-
tumers choose between the “Lil’ Angel Cake,”
a coconut cake with raspberry filling covered
by vanilla coconut buttercream, for the “sweet-
ies,” and the “Lil’ Devil Cake,” a chocolate
cake with raspberry filled topped with choco-
late ganache, for the “naughtier” ones.

Mona Lisa Bakery &
Restaurant
1476 86th St. at 15th Avenue, (718) 837-
9053, www.monalisabakery.com, (AmEx,
Disc, MC, Visa) Entrees: $8.95–$11.50.
Mona Lisa has been making handmade breads,
cookies, cakes and pastries for over three gen-
erations; the traditional Italian breads like the
prosciutto-laced “lard” bread are baked in a
coal-fired oven. Owned by Steven Camastra,
Mona Lisa has everything from their chocolate-
covered cannoli (a sumptuous twist on the tra-
ditional cannoli — they’re hand-dipped in dark
chocolate from Switzerland) to their Amaretto
cookies (made with an imported almond paste
and delicate Amaretto liqueur). The interior of
Mona Lisa, with its marble-top tables, full bar,
gelatos and sorbets will make you think you’re
in a cafe in Rome. Mona Lisa even makes their
own wedding cakes, and they ship their baked
goods nationwide. They will be open on
Valentine’s Day from 8am to 12am.

Jacques Torres
Chocolate
66 Water St. at Main Street, (718) 875-9772,
www.mrchocolate.com (AmEx, MC, Visa)
Assorted chocolates: $48 for 50 pieces. �
Willy Wonka’s got nothing on Jacques Torres,
the former executive pastry chef of the four-
star Le Cirque 2000 in Manhattan. In his
DUMBO factory, Torres produces more than
35 different varieties of chocolates filled with a
variety of exotically flavored ganache — a mix-
ture of chocolate, cream and flavorings. And
for Valentine’s Day Jaques is really going all

See V-DAY on page 10

Ro
xa

nn
a 

Ve
la

nd
ria



February 10, 2007 AWP 9WWW.BROOKLYNPAPER.COMTHE BROOKLYN PAPER

By Juliana Bunim
for The Brooklyn Paper

J
ason Stevens says he’s a
regular guy who can’t
cook, clean or decorate.

So how did this former banker
turn 5,000 square feet of in-
dustrial loft space into a com-
munity destination?

With a bar, coffee shop,
forthcoming nightclub, WiFi
lounge and tapas menu,
Stevens’s Retreat is attempting
to be the ultimate gathering
place. 

“It’s not home, it’s not
work. It’s that other place,” he
told GO Brooklyn.

For Stevens, that “other
place” can sometimes serve as
both work and home. The bar
closes at 4 am and the Coffee
Box — the espresso counter sit-
uated in an old elevator shaft —
opens at 6 am, and on occasion
Stevens can be found taking a
quick nap outside in his car.

Such dedication is new for
Stevens, who called his lucra-
tive banking job at Merrill
Lynch, “a waking death.” He
left it to open the Coffee Box
last March. The bar, dubbed
Rebar, followed in December. 

“[At Merrill Lynch], I
dreaded getting up every day
and couldn’t even find a way
to stay awake. I could’ve float-
ed along forever. For me, I
won when I looked that big
check in the face and said no.
Now, I work probably twice
the number of hours.”

Stevens started
designing Retreat in
his head seven
months before he
quit Merrill Lynch
last February. He
hasn’t stopped since,
despite the burden
on his family. 

“I’ve basically
been an absentee
father for almost a year now,”
said Stevens, referring to his
wife Genevieve and 3-year-old
twins, Benjamin and Olivia.

“My wife is just amazingly
strong to not say, ‘Hey, you’ve
abandoned me.’”

Opening in DUMBO pre-
sented Stevens with an oppor-
tunity that other neighbor-
hoods didn’t. With more
affordable real estate and only

a handful of bars and restau-
rants, he identified a need for
a gathering place for the
neighborhood’s unique cross
section of artists, Manhattan
transplants and Brooklynites. 

Tucker Reed, director of the

DUMBO Improvement Dis-
trict, agrees: “DUMBO is
such a vibrant creative com-
munity with lots of different
stuff — nooks and crannies.
We’re really happy [to see Re-
treat] make adaptive use out
of that space and encouraging
public interaction and dia-
logue. We’re happy to have
them.”

Stevens hopes Retreat will

attract people to DUMBO for
an experience they can’t find
in other neighborhoods. 

“For the most part, it has al-
ways been the Park Slope,
Carroll Gardens, Brooklyn
Heights kind of thing,” he
said. The crowd down under
the Manhattan Bridge over-
pass “is in many ways a cross
section of [those neighbor-
hoods].” Stevens wants the
community to make Retreat
their own Brooklyn experi-
ence. “Our motto is ‘It’s your
space.’ ”

The art gallery is Retreat’s
hub, and the WiFi is free. With
outlets for laptops every four
feet, used books piled on
shelves and plush vintage
chairs and couches, locals are
already taking advantage of
the homey atmosphere. 

“There isn’t that normal
claustrophobia that exists in
most cafes,” said writer Jef-
frey Cretan, 27. “It’s so open,
and not having to buy some-
thing every five minutes al-

lows me to relax and get work
done.” 

Stevens sees the WiFi
gallery, which takes up a third
of Retreat’s overall space, as
an opportunity to give back to
the community. 

“I really believe that public
spaces are at a premium,” he
said. “If I have an opportunity
to create one, then I have an
obligation. Especially in a
neighborhood where art is
such a unifying theme, that
space should be a gallery.” 

Recently, the gallery show-
cased panels by painter
Pasqualina Azzarello. The
panels previously comprised a
400-foot-long floral mural
surrounding the condo devel-
opment across the street. After
the fence’s removal, Azzarello
sliced it into individual pieces
to showcase — and sell — on
Retreat’s walls. 

Next up for the gallery is an
exhibit of wood carvings by a
Retreat regular, 80-year-old
DUMBO artist Dolphy Hazel. 

Stevens also plans to show-
case children’s art. “Other
than schools, there are not a
lot of places for Brooklyn
child artists to exhibit,” he
said. “If this neighborhood is
serious about art, then it
should be serious about art
from the very beginning.” 

He also wants to make sure
that the needs of his older cus-
tomers are being taken care of,
too. Inside the wrought iron
gates of Rebar, drinkers will
find a warmly lit wooden cove
that’s perfect for downing
American microbrews, Bel-
gian beers, organic wines and
tapas. 

“If I could have a fireplace,
I would,” said Stevens. “But
I’ve got 15 taps of beer —
second best thing to keep you
warm.” 

In addition to the abun-
dance of beer, the bar will at-
tract guests with a weekly live
jazz night, called On-air Re-
treat, which will feature a
broad selection of sounds and
styles including Cuban jazz,
drum and bass, up-tempo be-
bop and covers. 

On Feb. 10, the gallery will
be converted into a dance
floor for The Rockaholics, a
band of “old guys with black
leather jackets and tight jeans
performing rock and roll cov-
ers,” said Stevens. 

And that’s not all for Re-
treat. This summer, a full
Northern Mediterranean tast-
ing menu and GOOD, a spe-
cialty tea and sweets shop,
will move in.

With so many options un-
der one roof, Stevens hopes
his customers will settle in and
get comfortable. “There’s no
reason to leave,” said Stevens.
“We’re giving people a reason
to stay in DUMBO.” 

Jason’s world: Owner Jason Stevens (top) has expanded
Retreat from a small, ground-level coffee shop to a bi-level
all-purpose venue, serving small plates like the artichoke sal-
ad (center) in addition to drinks at the new bar (above). 

Retreat (147 Front St. between Jay and
Pearl streets in DUMBO) is open Sunday,
Monday and Tuesday from 6 am until 2 am,
Wednesday through Friday from 6 am until
4 am, Saturday from 9 am until 4 am and
Sunday from 10 am until 2 am. For informa-
tion call (718) 797-2322. 

DINING

A new bistro opening in Williamsburg
isn’t generally exciting. There are only, oh,
maybe a dozen others in the neighbor-
hood. Juliette though, comes with a pedi-
gree.

Owner Alexandra Drozd was behind
the short-lived, but excellent, Le Brunette,
a French-Caribbean eatery that closed in
2002; and chef Thierry Rochard’s name is
familiar to those who frequent his long
standing Tartine, a homey French bistro in
the West Village.

Rochard (who named Juliette after his
daughter) offers everything you’d expect
in a Left Bank setting: French onion soup,
escargot and steak au poivre, as well as

few surprises. For classics with a twist,
there’s the “France Mexique,” a spicy
chicken soup with cilantro, and “Tartine’s
spicy chicken” served with guacamole and
French fries. 

To fashion their new brasserie, which
opened in October, the partners revamped
the former dive bar Red & Black with
“very beautiful French antiques of the
1920s and 1930s,” says the eatery’s man-
ager, Florencia Azpiroz. In the 60-seat din-
ing room and 40-seat “winter garden” (en-
closed with French glass doors and
heated) an eclectic mix of hanging chan-
deliers and funky lamps give the cream-
colored space a warm glow. Come spring,

diners will be able to sit on the rooftop
garden. The focal point of the dining room
is a large, zinc bar, circa 1930, where
wannabe Romeos can drink the poison of
their choice (the “French martini,” vodka,
fresh OJ, Campari and bitters is popular)
and still wake up to find Juliette.

Juliette (135 N. Fifth St. between
Bedford Avenue and Berry Street in
Williamsburg) accepts American Ex-
press. Entrees: $14-$22. The restaurant
is open for dinner daily. Brunch is avail-
able on weekends from 10:30 am to 4
pm. Subway: L to Bedford Avenue.
www.juliettewilliamsburg.com. For infor-
mation, call (718) 388-9222. — Tina Barry

What’s in a name?

A real ‘treat’
DUMBO entrepreneur expands
his coffee shop into an empire

Th
e 

B
ro

ok
ly

n 
Pa

p
er

/ 
D

an
ie

l K
rie

ge
r

Th
e 

B
ro

ok
ly

n 
Pa

p
er

/ 
D

an
ie

l K
rie

ge
r

Th
e 

B
ro

ok
ly

n 
Pa

p
er

/ 
D

an
ie

l K
rie

ge
r

Th
e 

B
ro

ok
ly

n 
Pa

p
er

/ 
D

an
ie

l K
rie

ge
r



By Rebecca Migdal
for The Brooklyn Paper

I
t was the incident that would
change the military forever — and,
naturally, a Brooklynite was in the

middle of it.
On April 5, 1945, the military police

at the door of the officer’s club bran-
dished machine guns as the famed
Tuskegee Airmen approached to enter. 

“You can’t go in there,” one of the
MPs said. “If you go in, we’re gonna
arrest you.”

“We went in anyway,” Brooklyn-
born Lt. LeRoy Battle told GO Brook-
lyn.

Battle’s story
of how he and his
fellow Tuskegee
Airmen fought
the Nazis and
then fought for
their own rights
at home is part of
a stunning new
exhibition on the
Tuskegee Airmen, the first African-
American fighter pilots, at Floyd Ben-
nett Field on Feb. 17.

When Battle, now 85, was a busboy
at the officer’s mess hall at Floyd Ben-
nett Field in 1936, he saw the all-white
Navy cadets there. But after he got
drafted in 1943, he quickly learned that
they were not his true comrades-in-
arms.

Luckily, at Camp Upton on Long Is-
land, Battle scored high on tests for an
experimental program for “colored fly-
ers” at Tuskegee, Alabama. Training as

a bombardier and navigator, he learned
to fly in tiny, rickety planes with nick-
names like “Yellow Peril” and “The
Vibrator.” 

It was dangerous work, and many
cadets never made it to graduation.
Those who did went on to destroy hun-
dreds of enemy planes in Italy and
Germany. Tuskegee Airmen fighting in
Europe dined alongside white officers
— but a humiliating homecoming
awaited them.

“When we returned to the States with
chests full of ribbons, we were very
proud of what we had done for our coun-
try,” Lt. Col. Willie Ashley recounts in

“The Tuskegee
Airmen: The Men
Who Changed A
Nation,” by Char-
les E. Francis. 

“But when we
went to the offi-
cer’s club, we were
marched through
the kitchen, out
the back door and

told not to return. We had helped to
free everybody but ourselves.”

By the time Battle earned his wings
in 1945, he said, “the war in Europe
was winding down. They wanted to
send us to the Pacific Theater. So, we
were transferred to Freeman Field [in
Indiana].” 

When Battle arrived in the Midwest,
he was quickly caught up in the rising
controversy over racial segregation.
Col. Robert Selway, his commanding
officer, was determined to enforce the
military’s segregation policy. He sent

out a memorandum saying that the
Tuskegee pilots would be barred from
the Freeman Field officers’ club. The
memo, according to Battle, was in di-
rect conflict with military regulations,
so the Tuskegee Airmen chose to ig-
nore it. 

“We went to the theater, then a
bunch of us went over to the club,”
Battle recounts. “We brushed by [the
MPs], went in and sat down. Col. Sel-
way … put us under barrack arrest.
They had a barbed-wire fence around
our area. We could look out and see the
Italian POWs walking around, going to
the PX. We would meet in the lavato-
ry,” Battle chuckles. “In the lavatory,
everybody’s equal.” 

One of the 101 airmen arrested was
Coleman Young, a labor organizer who
would later become mayor of Detroit.
Young led the latrine-based strategy
sessions. The men were nervous about
being brought up for court martial for
disobeying a direct order in wartime,
an offense punishable by hanging. 

Lt. William Coleman, who had been
a law student in Philadelphia, offered
his advice: the Airmen must send a for-
mal letter to Selway requesting coun-
sel. An investigation ensued, and the
Pittsburgh Courier ran a story favor-

able to the Airmen, Battle recalls.
Battle’s own mother, a short-order

cook on the Pennsylvania Railroad,
passed around a petition in support of
the incarcerated men. Finally, only one
officer, Roger C. Terry, was found guilty
of refusing arrest and was fined — the
other 100 were just reprimanded. 

“For the record,” wrote some of the
officers on their letters of reprimand,
“the undersigned wishes to indicate ...
his unshakable belief that racial bias is
Fascistic, un-American and directly
contrary to the ideals for which he is
willing to fight and die.”

Three years later, President Truman
desegregated the troops. Ultimately,
the records of all 101 Tuskegee Air-
men involved in the Freeman Incident
were cleared.

All told, 992 men graduated from
the Tuskegee Army Flying School. Of
these, 450 were sent into battle; eight
won purple hearts, and 149 airmen
were killed in action, during training or
on routine missions. On the home
front, the steadfast courage of the 101
men involved in the Freeman Incident
paved the way for fairer treatment of
blacks in America.  Brave, intelligent
and skilled, the Tuskegee Airmen bat-
tled racial prejudice, and won.

PRESENTED BY

Saturday, February 17, 2007 at 8:00pm
Valentine’s Day Weekend

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!
Call CarnegieCharge at (212) 247-7800 or

visit www.WhiteweldConcerts.org

CARNEGIE HALL BOX OFFICE HOURS:

MONDAY – SATURDAY 11AM TO 6PM & SUNDAY 12PM TO 6PM

*ALL INFORMATION SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE.
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Valentine’s Day 2007
“It’s worth it right now for the atmosphere alone”

– Gothamist.com

�
We have recreated our delicious

Mediterranean recipes and with pride
we serve them from our kitchen to you

�
Mazzat Mediterranean Kitchen • tapas & bar
208 Columbia St. bet. Sackett & Union Sts. • (718) 852-1652

with wine; go for crisp whites
rather than sweet selections to
complement and not over-
whelm the flavor. Nuter sug-
gests investing in a high-qual-

ity fondue pot to ensure an
even consistency. She likes
Swissmar sets: “They take the
cheese out of fondue,” she
joked, promptly putting the
cheese right back in.

For help with a main
course, we asked Aliyah
Rowe, a chef who recently
taught a pre-Valentine’s Day
Cook & Learn course for All
About Brooklyn — one of the
many they run throughout the
year. The course emphasized
healthy alternatives to dining
out on the big day.

Rowe’s main course sug-
gestion was a simple, yet sen-
sual, lemon-lavender chicken
with baked quinoa, cara-
melized vegetables and broc-
coli sauté.

Cooking with hearty ingre-
dients like quinoa (a protein-
packed grain), beets and veg-
etables keep things savory but
wholesome. 

“What better way to ex-
press your love than to think
about your partner’s body and
health?” she asked.  

Valentine’s Day isn’t fa-
mous for veggies, though. To
get the lowdown on making
dessert, we checked in with
Dawn Casale and Dave
Crofton of One Girl Cookies,
who have also offered Valen-
tine’s-themed lessons. On
Feb. 6 they hosted a sold-out
event, “For the Love of
Chocolate,” that guided
lovesick students through the
basics of creating a chocolate
cake for two.

“Couples often dine out so
it’s not as special anymore,”
said Casale. “Cooking for
someone happens less fre-
quently so it’s more of a
treat.” If you didn’t make the
class, or have yet to master
the creme brulee torch, don’t
fret — Casale has an idea or
two to help you fake it like
you baked it. 

For serious dilettantes, she
suggested serving store-
bought ladyfingers topped
with homemade whipped
cream and berries. Home-
made ice cream — if you’ve
already got the equipment —
is a simple way to impress a
deserving lover. Or you could
keep things light by simply
topping a plate of fresh fruit
with sabayon, a painlessly
prepared wine-based custard.

And if your cream turns or
your custard scalds, all is not
lost. Make your way to One
Girl for a pint of gelato and
fresh brownies for an ad hoc
dessert, or spread the love —
Two Little Red Hens, a Park
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Continued from page 8
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T
o be inside a factory on the verge of

demolition is like visiting a place of

worship emptied by earthquake.

The ceilings are high. Unfiltered sun-

light washes over everything: chairs that

once held people, stray leather shoes, a

suit jacket, ink-stained ledgers, bashed-

up books. A sapling grows in the arch of

a broken, scroll-shaped window. 

At the Revere Sugar refinery on the

new gold coast of Red Hook, the high

ceiling is a silver dome over the South

Brooklyn waterfront. Look past the tree

growing in that window and see how

the Statue of Liberty shines on the wa-

ter, see the skylines of Manhattan to the

north and Sunset Park to the south. 

Revere went bankrupt in 1985 and

the plant was wrecked by fire some years later. Clearly, no one

has come back for cleanup duty in the cathedral built by a sugar

king from the Philippines. Now, a real-estate developer from

Brooklyn, Joe Sitt, has begun tearing it down. 

So soon enough, the ledger books scribbled with notes about

fusty boilers and sugar orders that were late in 1982 will be gone. In

due time, the signs will all be removed (one, near the exit, warned

workers to be careful because “a fire could put us all out of work”).

Sitt envisions six buildings with a fish restaurant, a hardware

store and apartments at the peninsula-like site near where Ikea is

building its fir
st store in the city and the Civil-War-era ware-

house that became Fairway last year. 

Sitt sees families and wealthy singles colonizing what has be-

come an icon of post-industrial Brooklyn and a seaside wonder-

land for squatters and neighborhood ne’r do wells. (O
ne left a

poem on one wall: “23 men sailed up from the Red Hook Sisco

Bay/They were too busy watching those old flame bars sway”).

Sitt, who is also developing the Coney Island Boardwalk, won’t

say if he intends to save any of Revere’s existing structures. So, before

he began taking them down, I took a last look inside the old refinery.

Despite the mess, one building in the enormous sugar-making

complex is oddly pristine. The 12 x 12 wooden beams that line

the three-story warehouse farthest from the shore hasn’t been

touched. New lumber shores a creaky stairwell. Workers have

tossed several Dumpsters worth of trash out the window of the

second floor, leaving the columned storehouse open as the ship

decks that were once repaired on the same waterfront basin. 

The building is something of an ode to processed foodstuff and

the 20th century. Standing there, I felt I was standing in some-

one else’s future luxury condo. And, indeed, I was.

Joe Sitt has big plans for reinventing some of its m
ore sacred,

and faded, spaces. He considers himself a visionary.

This lonely warehouse at the far end of a derelict sugar plant is

the place to prove it by incorporating it into whatever Sitt builds.

Like the Girl Scouts once sang: Make new, but keep the old.

THE KITCHEN SINK

Great news! The “No Parking” signs in front of the Sacred

Heart–St. Stephen’s School on Summit Street are finally gone.

Carroll Gardens residents had been complaining that the bother-

some signs remained in front of the school even after it was shut

down last year. But Community Board 6 did something about

it and the city cut down the signs this week. If you received a ticket

there in the past month, CB 6 will help you fight it. ...
 Twenty

Smith Street business owners passed the hat and collected $800 to

wish a happy new year to the Doe Fund, whose street cleaning pro-

gram employs homeless men. … A few months ago, we noticed an

old synagogue on Atlantic Avenue in Boerum Hill was being con-

verted into a wine bar. Caio Dunson now says he’ll open in April.

L’chaim! … The YWCA has finally gotten the $26 million it needs

to add 84 studio apartments and rehab the 214 existing units it h
as

for low-income women at Third Avenue and State Street. The

YWCA will break ground on the 18-month project by the end of

January. … How crazy are we for snow? New York Magazine

ran an alert on its Web site on Wednesday after its “Carroll Gardens

correspondent” spotted flakes. It’s 
not just about snow, though;

neighborhood bragging rights are involved. The mag’s “Park Slope

correspondent” begrudgingly reported no flurries.

Talk to us. Write: Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com.

The bitter story

of a sugar plant

BROOKLYN

SOUTH

Ariella Cohen

City: No hotel on R’Hook shore

stoopTHE

CARROLL GARDENS–COBBLE HILL
BOERUM HILL

RED HOOK

you still

have time

to prevent this

from happening.

JOIN NOW

FOR ONLY $20.07.

Offer expires 1/31/2007

348 Court Street corner of Court & Union Sts. Carroll Gardens, Brooklyn

www.bodyelitegym.com       
 718 935 0088

FOR PEOPLE WHO

LIKE TO PLAY

Loose
Dentures?

GO AHEAD....

Eat what you want!

Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morning,

have the “Mini-Implant System”

placed in less than two hours,

then go out and enjoy your

favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive or pastes.

As recently demonstrated by Dr. Tony

on ABC & Fox News

• This advanced system is FDA-Approved.

• It is a one-step, non-surgical procedure.

• No sutures, nor the typical months of healing.

• No pain or discomfort.

• Affordable (Payment Plans

available and Insurance coverage)

Dr. Tony is recognized

as a Professor of the Mini Dental Implant.

Call today for your FREE Consultation

718-833-6895

461 77th St – Bay Ridge

1412 Richmond Rd – Staten Island

www.oraldentalcare.com
*ONLY $495

FOR DENTURE!

Limited Time Offer

*with a puchase of MDI

Looking for a

better mailbox?

Get 3 months free with a 1-year service agreement.*

*Available at participating locatons.

**Additional fees may apply.

©2006 Mail Boxes Etc., Inc.

The UPS Store
®

Mail forwarding** & holding,

package notification, call-in

MailCheck®, & more!

™

93 Montague Street (at Hicks Street)

718-802-0900

Jabus Building

Corporation

M A S O N R Y  S P E C I A L I S T S

Construction Financing Available

Purchase • Home Improvement

Debt Consolidation Loans

Jim & Deborah Buscarello

98 Van Dyke Street • (718) 852-5364

Massage Therapy for mind, body & spirit

DharmaNYC

Lauren Sweeney-Hampel, LMT

Member AMTA & NCBTMB

• Swedish  • Shiatsu  • Sports

• Hot Stone  • Deep Tissue

917-923-1114

COBBLE HILL

Gift Certificates Available

See our listin
gs:

COBBLEHEIGHTS.COM206 Court St.

(718) 596-3333
Carroll Gardens 2 family brownstone, large deck, land-

scaped garden, central AC/heat, skylights. Sale:

$1,790,000 or $7k per month rent. Listing #5304396

MOVE IN TOMORROW!

As your neighborhood shipping center we offer many services in addition

to packing and shipping. Stop in to find out what we can offer you.

COPY SERVICE • OFFICE SUPPLIES

FAX SERVICE • GIFT CARDS • BINDING LAMINATING

PASSPORT PHOTOS • MAILBOX RENTALS

COBBLE HILL VARIETY & MAILING CENTER

495 Henry Street • (718) 852-8844

Open 7 Days ‘til 9
pm Authorized ShipCenter

Leave packages with us.

And worries behind.

WHO’S
YOUR
DOGGY

Premium Pet Food & Supply

197 Adelphi Street (Corner of Willoughby Avenue)

WE DELIVER •  718-522-5244

GRAND 
OPENING!

Lean
on Me
BODYWORKS

BEFORE

AFTER

WE KNOW WHAT IT TAKES

718-222-8713 • leanonmebodyworks.comof

Brooklyn

Heights

Hartley F. Satnick

The only Certifie
d

Master W
atchmaker

in all 5 boroughs

of New York City

serving the community

for over 44 years

Visit us at our new location

187 State Street

(off Court St)

(718) 852-1421 • Fax (718) 852-9697 •

HOURS: Mon - Fri: 9:30am - 6:30pm; Sat: 11:00am - 5:00pm

We offer quality ser
vice on

all jewelry re
pairs or have

your jewelry re
designed.

Jewelry checked

and cleaned

FREE OF CHARGE.

All repairs done on premises.

❤SATNICK
Je

w
el

s

By

“D’Amico:

The Best

Cup of Coffee

in the City”

–– Fox 5 Good Day New York

COFFEES, GIFT BASKETS, & GOURMET FOODS

309 Court Street • damicofoods.com • (718) 875-5403

The Most

Memorable Funeral

Ft. Greene can offer your loved one

Enjoy the serenity of

a comfortable chapel

located in the historical

Fort Greene-Clinton Hill area.

Services customized to meet your needs.

Serving Fort Green-Clinton Hill

for over 40 years

Robert F. 
Cranford Funeral Home

203 DeKalb Ave. (bet. Adelphi & Carlton)

(718) 625-4656

FUNERAL DIRECTORS:

Robert F. 
Cranford & Eva J. Cranford
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City officials dashed several

developer’s hopes this week by

declaring part of the Red Hook

waterfront a hotel-free zone.

The future of the 850,000-

square foot waterfront parcel,

now home to warehouses and a

portion of the Red Hook Con-

tainer Port, has been a hot topic

in the Hook since the city be-

gan planning for a flashy, tour-

ist-frie
ndly reinvention last year.

An earlier, but non-binding,

call for development schemes

netted plenty of hotel visions,

including one from the Manhat-

tan-based Durst Organization

and its R
ed Hook-based part-

ner, New York Water Taxi Pres-

ident Tom Fox.  

Fox and Durst’s R
ed Hook

Beach proposal includes a new

dock for the Brooklyn Cruise

Ship Terminal, more berths for

Fox’s water taxis, a boat repair

facility, a marina and a public

beach area — as well as a hotel

that could serve visitors to the

expanded cruise terminal.  

The well-situ
ated amenity

would help offset the costs of

the boat businesses and the

man-made beach — attractions

that cost a lot to maintain, but

generate less profit than hotels. 

“The sand alone would cost

$100,000,” Fox said. 

The A
tlant

ic Ba
sin i

n Red
 Hook

, hom
e to 

Brook
lyn’s

 cruis
e ship

 term
inal 

and a
 work

ing c
ontai

ner p
ort, 

will 
becom

e a

marit
ime-t

hemed
 tour

ist a
ttrac

tion,
 but 

won’t
 inclu

de a h
otel, 

say ci
ty of

ficials.
 

The request for proposals is-

sued this week asks developers

to submit schemes including a

marina and a boat repair center

that can employ local residents,

but not a hotel. 

“We are looking for maritime

support and services that will

complement our vision for mar-

itime cargo and cruise uses in

the area,” said Joshua Sirefman,

interim president of the city’s

Economic Development Corpo-

ration. 

Fox declined to comment on

whether he would remove the

hotel from his scheme to fit the

city’s vision.

The Atlantic Basin develop-

ment is part a larger plan to

transform the Red Hook water-

front into a tourist attraction that

would preserve some of the

area’s traditional maritime in-

dustry while adding new shops,

parkland, artist’s
 studios and

restaurants. 

City officials have made it

clear that that they want to see a

hotel elsewhere in the develop-

ment, which stretches along the

waterfront from Atlantic Avenue

in Brooklyn Heights deep into

Red Hook. 

As reported last week in The

Brooklyn Paper, EDC officials

predict that it will cost $230

million to reinforce the piers to

withstand the new develop-

ment.  
The plan has not yet been ap-

proved by the City Council.

Court Street loses a gem
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It won’t be Court Street

without Greg Casale.

The beloved family of Carroll

Gardens jewelers is p
lanning to

end a 26-year run in the gem biz

after starting out in the neighbor-

hood running a luncheonette.

“They’ve been here for a real-

ly long time,” said Vicky Romeo,

an employee at the jewelry store.

Greg Casale opened the store

in 1980 with his son Dominick,

who left a few years later to

open his own store on Staten Is-

land. Now Dom Casale is back

to close down his father’s busi-

ness after his old man suffered a

stroke that left him unable to

run the store.

“He is mobile and speaking,”

said Romeo. “He is on his way

to recovery, but running the

store is too much work.”

The store, in its current incar-

nation, will be gone by the end of

February, Dom Casale said.

The family has begun liqui-

dating the stock, selling every-

thing at discounts up to 75 per-

cent — in time for Valentine’s Day.

“We want to let the neighbor-

hood benefit from this before

we close,” said Romeo.
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As Mel Gibson can you, making
anti-Semitic remarks is just not
a good move. 

Now Mikel Domgjoni, owner of
Mike’s Kosher Steakhouse on Clark
Street, knows it, too, after he made the
ugly charge against Nando Ghorchian,
a well-known Brooklyn Heights restau-
rateur who was, ironically, Domgjoni’s
partner in the kosher eatery. Ghorchian
closed the restaurant, which he and
Domgjoni opened less than six
months ago, last Friday.

No less an authority than Go Brook-
lyn food critic Tina Barry had called
Mike’s one of the last bastions of good
Jewish cooking. As it turned out, it’s also
a place for epic, Biblical-scale grudges.

Last week, Domgjoni — who is Jew-
ish — sent an email to local media accusing Ghorchian — who is
not Jewish, but whose wife is — of not wanting “to serve Jews.”

Ghorchian said only the part about “not wanting to serve” is
correct, as he was planning to shut down the restaurant for other,
decidely non-religious, reasons.

“Is he kidding?!” Ghorchian said. “This is total bulls—t. I
was going to shut it down because he owes me $50,000! I love
Jewish people. My wife is Jewish.”

Ghorchian said the dispute is simply about the Benjamins
(and I don’t mean Benjamin Netanyahu). Domgjoni, he says,
owes him the 50 large in back rent and other expenses. 

And, just when we thought this story couldn’t get any uglier,
Ghorchian threw his own Molotov Cocktail at Domgjoni.

“He’s a criminal!” said Ghorchian, referring to the 42-year-
old Domgjoni’s recent arrest on charges that he forced himself
on an 18-year-old steakhouse waitress and tried to molest her.

Since making his charge of anti-Semitism, Domgjoni has re-
mained largely silent, except to say that his partner is “a crook.”

Meanwhile, Domgjoni’s paid mouthpiece, Jerome Mandel, is
doing the talking. 

“A legal action has been seriously considered against Mr.
Ghorchian for breach of contract, among other things,” said Mandel.

Mandel also claimed that Ghorchian owes Domgjoni, not the
other way around.

Oy, with all the neighborhood restaurants and stores shutting
down lately because of the high rents, can’t these guys just get
along? We need our flanken.
THE KITCHEN SINK

This really hurts: Henry Street’s beloved Pig’n Out barbeque
was shut down by its landlord this week for non-payment of rent.
The landlord isn’t the only one grumbling: The stomach of every
self-respecting ’cue lover in the city is grumbling, too. Pig’n Out
simply had the best Kansas City ribs in the city. … Add Ka-
padokya to the same death list. The upscale Turkish joint on
Montague Street also went belly up just days after Pig’n Out and,
on Clark Street, Mike’s Kosher Steakhouse and Palmira’s folded.
But plans are underway to open another Turkish restaurant in the
same spot. The new place will be called Taze, which means
“fresh” in Turkish. … The horse drowned: Two of St. Francis
College’s water polo players have been named All-Americans.
This is the second go round for junior Botond Szalma, and the
first for senior Bogdan Petrovic. That’ll show those sun-tanned
Californians! … We hear that Brooklyn Heights denizen Patricia
Pelehach is taking over the moneymaking reigns at Pratt Insti-
tute. If anyone knows how to pull in the big donors, it’s Pelehach.
At NYU, she brought in a whopping $13 million to $25 million
annually. At the lesser-known Pratt, her job will be to rake in less
money — only $8 million a year. … In DUMBO, we love the al-
ways delicious Italian coffee at the General Store, but, guys,
come on: $2.71 for a muffin is just too much! … Nice retirement
when you can get it. Sovereign Bank president and COO Alan
Fishman, a Heights native, got a $4.6-million parachute when he
resigned last week, the AP reported. He’ll also get $532,000 a year
in pension. That’s not a bad payout for the guy who said last
month that he had to lay off 800 workers.

Talk to us. Write: Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com.

A bagel with a
smear on Clark

HEIGHTS
LOWDOWN

Christie Rizk

It's lonely at the top, right
A man (top right, get it?) enjoys the view from the Brooklyn Heights Promenade, as seen from Furman Street.

stoopTHE

BROOKLYN HEIGHTS–DOWNTOWN DUMBO

you still
have time

to prevent this
from happening.

JOIN NOW
FOR ONLY $20.07.

Offer expires 1/31/2007

348 Court Street corner of Court & Union Sts. Carroll Gardens, Brooklyn

www.bodyelitegym.com        718 935 0088

FOR PEOPLE WHO
LIKE TO PLAY

Loose
Dentures?
GO AHEAD....
Eat what you want!
Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morning,
have the “Mini-Implant System”
placed in less than two hours,
then go out and enjoy your
favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive or pastes.

As recently demonstrated by Dr. Tony
on ABC & Fox News

• This advanced system is FDA-Approved.
• It is a one-step, non-surgical procedure.
• No sutures, nor the typical months of healing.
• No pain or discomfort.
• Affordable (Payment Plans

available and Insurance coverage)

Dr. Tony is recognized
as a Professor of the Mini Dental Implant.

Call today for your FREE Consultation

718-833-6895
461 77th St – Bay Ridge

1412 Richmond Rd – Staten Island
www.oraldentalcare.com

*ONLY $495
FOR DENTURE!
Limited Time Offer
*with a puchase of MDI

Looking for a
better mailbox?
Get 3 months free with a 1-year service agreement.*

*Available at participating locatons.
**Additional fees may apply.
©2006 Mail Boxes Etc., Inc.

The UPS Store®

Mail forwarding** & holding,
package notification, call-in
MailCheck®, & more!

™

93 Montague Street (at Hicks Street)

718-802-0900

Jabus Building
Corporation

M A S O N R Y  S P E C I A L I S T S

Construction Financing Available
Purchase • Home Improvement

Debt Consolidation Loans

Jim & Deborah Buscarello
98 Van Dyke Street • (718) 852-5364

Massage Therapy for mind, body & spirit

DharmaNYC
Lauren Sweeney-Hampel, LMT

Member AMTA & NCBTMB

• Swedish  • Shiatsu  • Sports
• Hot Stone  • Deep Tissue

917-923-1114
COBBLE HILL

Gift Certificates Available

See our listings:
COBBLEHEIGHTS.COM

206 Court St.
(718) 596-3333 Carroll Gardens 2 family brownstone, large deck, land-

scaped garden, central AC/heat, skylights. Sale:
$1,790,000 or $7k per month rent. Listing #5304396

MOVE IN TOMORROW!

As your neighborhood shipping center we offer many services in addition
to packing and shipping. Stop in to find out what we can offer you.

COPY SERVICE • OFFICE SUPPLIES
FAX SERVICE • GIFT CARDS • BINDING LAMINATING

PASSPORT PHOTOS • MAILBOX RENTALS

COBBLE HILL VARIETY & MAILING CENTER
495 Henry Street • (718) 852-8844

Open 7 Days ‘til 9pm
Authorized ShipCenter

Leave packages with us.
And worries behind.

WHO’S
YOUR
DOGGY

Premium Pet Food & Supply

197 Adelphi Street (Corner of Willoughby Avenue)
WE DELIVER •  718-522-5244

GRAND OPENING!

Lean
on Me
BODYWORKS

BEFORE

AFTER

WE KNOW WHAT IT TAKES

718-222-8713 • leanonmebodyworks.com

of
Brooklyn
Heights

Hartley F. Satnick
The only Certified

Master Watchmaker
in all 5 boroughs
of New York City

serving the community
for over 44 years

Visit us at our new location

187 State Street
(off Court St)

(718) 852-1421 • Fax (718) 852-9697 •
HOURS: Mon - Fri: 9:30am - 6:30pm; Sat: 11:00am - 5:00pm

We offer quality service on
all jewelry repairs or have
your jewelry redesigned.

Jewelry checked
and cleaned

FREE OF CHARGE.

All repairs done on premises.

❤SATNICKJewels

By

“D’Amico:
The Best

Cup of Coffee
in the City”
–– Fox 5 Good Day New York

COFFEES, GIFT BASKETS, & GOURMET FOODS

309 Court Street • damicofoods.com • (718) 875-5403

The Most
Memorable Funeral
Ft. Greene can offer your loved one

Enjoy the serenity of
a comfortable chapel

located in the historical
Fort Greene-Clinton Hill area.

Services customized to meet your needs.

Serving Fort Green-Clinton Hill
for over 40 years

Robert F. Cranford Funeral Home
203 DeKalb Ave. (bet. Adelphi & Carlton)

(718) 625-4656

FUNERAL DIRECTORS:
Robert F. Cranford & Eva J. Cranford
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By Christie Rizk
The Brooklyn Paper

A thift shop will replace the pop-
ular Fishs Eddy kitchenware shop
on Montague Street, which has will
close on Sunday citing the strip’s
high rent.

The Stoop hears that Housing
Works, a Manhattan-based non-prof-
it agency that combats AIDS and
homelessness, will open its first
Brooklyn thrift shop in Fishs’ loca-
tion in two weeks or so. The store,
modeled on Housing Works’ popular
Soho cafe-bookshop, will sell cloth-
es, books, furniture and antiques.

Maybe their experience in Soho has
inured them to the problems of high
rent, which is what ultimately caught
Fishs Eddy, which was on Montague
Street for two years.

“Our rent was just too high,” said
Julie Gaines, who owns Fishs Eddy —
which is named after a Catskills town
— with husband Dave Lenovitz.

Gaines and Lenovitz opened their

first store in Manhattan more than
two decades ago, specializing in
“American sturdyware,” odd table-
ware originally culled from restau-
rant, nightclubs and Elks lodges.

Business was good — good enough
for Gaines and Lenovitz to add paper
and textiles to their product mix — but
it still fell short of allowing the couple
to pay those high Montague rents.

“The commercial rents are defi-
nitely increasing by the day,” said
Sandra Dowling, the owner of
Brooklyn Heights Real Estate. “Most
small businesses that don’t have cor-
porate backing can’t afford to come
here [so] Montague Street is losing
the charm it had in the 1990s. People
are going elsewhere for that now.” 

The Fishs Eddy net will finally
snap shut on Sunday, Jan. 14. Until
then, savvy shoppers have been
scooping up plates, glasses and ce-
ramics at 75 percent off (right).

Gaines, however, is not complete-
ly discounting a return to Brooklyn
in the future: “I believe we’re going
to be missed,” she said.

Thrift shop set to
replace Fishs Eddy

Th
e 
Br
oo
kl
yn
 
Pa
pe
r
/ 
Aa
r
on
 G
r
e
e
n
h
o
o
d

January 13, 2007

DTZ (FGCH) 3

THE BROOKLY N PAPER • W W W.BROOKLY NPAPER.C O M • (718) 834-9350

you stillhave timeto prevent thisfrom happening.

JOIN NOWFOR ONLY $20.07.
Offer expires 1/31/2007348 Court Street corner of Court & Union Sts. Carroll Gardens, Brooklyn

www.bodyelitegym.com        718 935 0088

FOR PEOPLE WHO
LIKE TO PLAY

LooseDentures?GO AHEAD....
Eat what you want!

Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morning,

have the “Mini-Implant System”

placed in less than two hours,

then go out and enjoy your

favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive or pastes.

As recently demonstrated by Dr. Tony

on ABC & Fox News

• This advanced system is FDA-Approved.

• It is a one-step, non-surgical procedure.

• No sutures, nor the typical months of healing.

• No pain or discomfort.
• Affordable (Payment Plans

available and Insurance coverage)

Dr. Tony is recognized
as a Professor of the Mini Dental Implant.Call today for your FREE Consultation

718-833-6895
461 77th St – Bay Ridge

1412 Richmond Rd – Staten Island

www.oraldentalcare.com

*ONLY $495FOR DENTURE!
Limited Time Offer
*with a puchase of MDI

Looking for abetter mailbox?Get 3 months free with a 1-year service agreement.*

*Available at participating locatons.

**Additional fees may apply.

©2006 Mail Boxes Etc., Inc.

The UPS Store®

Mail forwarding** & holding,

package notification, call-in

MailCheck®, & more!

™

93 Montague Street (at Hicks Street)

718-802-0900

Jabus Building
Corporation

M A S O N R Y  S P E C I A L I S T S

Construction Financing Available

Purchase • Home Improvement

Debt Consolidation Loans
Jim & Deborah Buscarello

98 Van Dyke Street • (718) 852-5364

Massage Therapy for mind, body & spiritDharmaNYCLauren Sweeney-Hampel, LMT

Member AMTA & NCBTMB
• Swedish  • Shiatsu  • Sports

• Hot Stone  • Deep Tissue917-923-1114COBBLE HILLGift Certificates Available

See our listings:COBBLEHEIGHTS.COM

206 Court St.(718) 596-3333
Carroll Gardens 2 family brownstone, large deck, land-

scaped garden, central AC/heat, skylights. Sale:

$1,790,000 or $7k per month rent. Listing #5304396

MOVE IN TOMORROW!

As your neighborhood shipping center we offer many services in addition

to packing and shipping. Stop in to find out what we can offer you.

COPY SERVICE • OFFICE SUPPLIES

FAX SERVICE • GIFT CARDS • BINDING LAMINATING

PASSPORT PHOTOS • MAILBOX RENTALS

COBBLE HILL VARIETY & MAILING CENTER

495 Henry Street • (718) 852-8844

Open 7 Days ‘til 9pm

Authorized ShipCenter

Leave packages with us.

And worries behind.

WHO’SYOURDOGGYPremium Pet Food & Supply

197 Adelphi Street (Corner of Willoughby Avenue)

WE DELIVER •  718-522-5244

GRAND 
OPENING!

Leanon MeBODYWORKS BEFORE

AFTER

WE KNOW WHAT IT TAKES

718-222-8713 • leanonmebodyworks.com

ofBrooklynHeights

Hartley F. SatnickThe only Certified
Master Watchmaker

in all 5 boroughsof New York City
serving the community

for over 44 years
Visit us at our new location
187 State Street(off Court St)

(718) 852-1421 • Fax (718) 852-9697 •

HOURS: Mon - Fri: 9:30am - 6:30pm; Sat: 11:00am - 5:00pm

We offer quality service on
all jewelry repairs or have
your jewelry redesigned.Jewelry checkedand cleanedFREE OF CHARGE.

All repairs done on premises.

❤SATNICK
Jewels

By

“D’Amico:The BestCup of Coffeein the City”–– Fox 5 Good Day New York

COFFEES, GIFT BASKETS, & GOURMET FOODS

309 Court Street • damicofoods.com • (718) 875-5403

The MostMemorable Funeral
Ft. Greene can offer your loved one

Enjoy the serenity of
a comfortable chapel

located in the historical

Fort Greene-Clinton Hill area.

Services customized to meet your needs.

Serving Fort Green-Clinton Hill

for over 40 years
Robert F. Cranford Funeral Home

203 DeKalb Ave. (bet. Adelphi & Carlton)

(718) 625-4656FUNERAL DIRECTORS:

Robert F. Cranford & Eva J. Cranford

I n their seemingly insatiable desire to

devour all of Brownstone Brooklyn,

the Babies are infiltrating Fort Greene.

In their chubby, gurgling, and seem-

ingly innocuous little way, the Babies —

who have already conquered Park Slope,

Brooklyn Heights and Carroll Gardens

— are surging from their parents’ loins

into the once-hardscrabble neighborhood.

And, like a suburban guy who must

drive an SUV, these tots need their space.

As a result, just the other day,

L’Epicerie, a neighborhood grocery

store, refashioned its tofu-laden interior

and widened its aisles to make more

room for the little ones and their high-

priced wheels.“They have every type of stroller,”

said Jean-Battiste Caillet, owner of the Vanderbilt Avenue store.

“They have double strollers. There are a lot of those jogging

strollers, which are kind of big, with big tires. They have the

four-wheel strollers — I call them ‘stroller Hummers.’

“I’ve lived here 12 years, and I’ve definitely seen a big

change,” added Caillet, who is personally contributing to the

baby invasion with the impending birth of a third child. 

The alterations at L’Epicerie aren’t the neighborhood’s only

concession to the smaller-in-stature.

There’s Beezu, the new children’s boutique on DeKalb Av-

enue, not to mention the early-bird crowd at Graziella’s Restau-

rant on Vanderbilt, with its tot:grown-up ratio of 4:1. 

Andrew Simon, a still Baby-less magazine editor who has

lived in the fast-gentrifying neighborhood since 2003, said that

even Tillie’s on DeKalb Avenue, one of the few neighborhood

spots where once can sip a cup of joe and read the paper, has be-

come lousy with children.
“I know one person who was in Tillie’s with her laptop on a

weekday,” said Simon, “and she couldn’t even work because of

all the child noise.”The horror! Even her office — Tillie’s — had suddenly be-

come a Baby stomping ground.

And more change is surely on the way. After all, the Babies

are often the death knell for formerly edgy neighborhoods. Just

look at DUMBO.But lest you worry that Fort Greene is becoming so young

and uncool that it’s the next Park Slope, at least it’s not as white-

washed as its uphill counterpart.

“Fort Greene is the Mecca of mixed-race babies,” said Simon.

Mixed-race babies with big strollers, that is.

THE KITCHEN SINK
In a rush to take advantage of the neighborhood’s thicker wal-

lets, a flurry of new entrepreneurs are setting up shop along Myr-

tle Avenue — the formerly (very formerly) Murder Avenue.

There’s Shalena’s Jewelry between Clermont and Vanderbilt

avenues, and (we hear) a new wine shop called Gnarly Vines

between Carlton Avenue and Adelphi Street. For those trying to

get rid of that extra holiday cellulite and aren’t big Crunch Gym

fans, there’s a new dance and yoga studio called Moving with

Grace between Washington Avenue and Hall Street. For those

who don’t give a damn about their weight, there’s a new burger

and waffle joint called the Little House of Clinton, on Clinton

Avenue between Myrtle and Park avenues. Finally, for those smart

enough to save their money, rather than spend it, a new Bank of

America branch has opened on Waverly Avenue. … We hear that

Ruthie’s Soul Food, beloved anchor of DeKalb Avenue in the

pre-gentrification era, is opening a second outlet on Myrtle!

Ruthie’s Sunrise, a brunch joint between Emerson Place and

Classon Avenue, is expected to open on Jan. 15. … We now hear

that Broken Angel may be broken for good. Arthur and

Cynthia Woods, owners of the beloved Downing Street zig-

gurat, are reported to have reached a deal with local developer

Shahn Andersen to turn most of the building into condos. The

Woods have also promised to submit plans for how they’re go-

ing to take down the top 40 feet by next Wednesday. So much

for local efforts to save the place.

Talk to us. Write: Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com.

BABIES STORMFORT GREENE 

By Jennifer DeMeritt

for The Brooklyn PaperOur neighborhood is abuzz —

not about a new hot celebrity who

moved in, but about unwelcome

guests who usually only show up

in summer.The unseasonably warm weather

has brought about a plague of out-

of-season mosquitoes to a steamy

swath stretching from Prospect

Heights to Brooklyn Heights. Resi-

dents are reporting bug bites this

winter like they haven’t seen since

the dog days. “Last week I saw a mosquito the

size of a sparrow flying around,”

said Olivia Cortina of Sterling

Place.
“We swatted two this week!”

added her neighbor Mark McCart-

ney.
This is one time when size mat-

ters, said a third victim.
“I know it’s hard to believe,” said

a man on Washington Avenue, “but

they are huge.”In one extreme case, a mosquito

bite almost led to a breakup: “I saw

this huge bug on my girlfriend’s

head while she slept,” said Graham

Guerra. “Without thinking, I

smacked it, and we got into a fight.”

Mosquito complaints picked up

in late December. The city Depart-

ment of Health and Mental Hy-

giene did not return calls to confirm

whether the weather is, in fact, the

culprit. However, the department

Web site has plenty of free (albeit

obvious) advice for skeeter suffer-

ers: remove standing water so the

buggers can’t breed, install screens,

and use bug repellent with DEET

or eucalyptus oil. The most popular treatments for

itchy bites are Benadryl (which can

reduce some pain) and cursing

(which provides only temporary re-

lief). 
And, of course, blaming Bruce

Ratner: “I think the mayor is

spreading the West Nile Virus so

that Ratner can drive out residents,”

speculated a conspiracy theorist

who goes by the nom de bizarre,

Breukelen. Blame Ratner. Now that’s origi-

nal.

Skeeters have hood buggin’ out

GREENEACRESDana Rubinstein

stoop
THE

FORT GREENE–CLINTON HILL

By Dana Rubinstein

The Brooklyn PaperThose of you whose mouths

still water at the memory — now

two years old — of eggs Benedict

at Liquors are going to have to

face up to the fact that the French-

African–inspired eatery is closed

for good.The DeKalb Avenue boite had

been promising for most of those

two years to reopen, but que sera,

apparently, sera.“Liquors is not re-opening,” the

property manager for the site told

The Stoop (forgive us for not being

surprised — the place has been

closed for two years!). 
The manager declined to give

his name, but his cell number is

posted on the defunct restaurant’s

front door — for would-be renters.

And the iconic “Liquor Store” sign

has been taken down.
“The market will dictate what

will eventually go there,” he added,

even hinting that the avenue’s chow

choices might expand beyond the

Francophone regions of the world.

“If you live in the neighborhood,

how many times do you want to go

to a French-inspired restaurant?” he

asked. “It could be a coffee shop, it

could be anything.”It could be anything that can pull

in enough dough to afford the

$4,000- to $6,000-a-month rent,

that is.
The news, while long expected

Finally, last call for Liquorsby anyone with a taste bud, still

collapsed the collective souffle of

Fort Greene foodies.
“It was my favorite restaurant

here,” said Peter Labruciano, who

was pushing a stroller down

DeKalb Avenue. “I’m a little

bummed that it closed down.”

Another fan, Rebecca Holding,

added that the official closure was

“a shame.” “It had a great atmosphere,” she

said. “I know a lot of people will be

sad.”
Meanwhile, the fate of owner

Christian Dennery — who has

closed his other two eateries, Bode-

gas on Fulton Street, and Lewis

and Ruby’s in Bedford-Stuyvesant

— remains a mystery.
The circumstances are certainly

bizarre: Liquors had an “under

renovation” sign posted for

months, and Bodegas still has all

of its furniture inside.
The rumors range from normal

landlord-tenant disputes to darker

troubles. Dennery’s listed number and the

three numbers of his former restau-

rants have all been disconnected. 

But rest assured, neighborhood

noshers, the banquet will go on.

The spot that once housed Lewis

and Ruby’s already has a new tenant

— Petit Bassam — and rumor has it

that the lentil shepherd’s pie is to die

for. 
— with Michael Giardina

The old “Liquors” sign has been torn down at Liquors

in Fort Greene. Shadows of the lettering remain.
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S
ome 12-year-old girls are worried

about 12-year-old boys. And some

12-year-old girls are worried about

Al Gore.

Or at least one 12-year-old in Bay

Ridge is. She is also worried about dy-

ing polar bears and global extinction —

which is what happens when Al Gore

gets control of the New York City

school curriculum. 

Few people outside of middle school

know this, but “An Inconvenient

Truth,” Gore’s effort to promote social

awareness of global warming, has been

converted into a lesson plan for public

school science classes — and as a re-

sult, tweens and teens are trying to

make sense of what Brooklyn will look like flooded.

You know, from all the glaciers melting.

“We only have 10 years until all of New York is underwater,”

my 12-year-old babysitter told me on Friday night — the one

night a week when my wife and I go to Griswold’s for the bar-

beque ribs special.

“Don’t you feel concerned with the rise in natural disasters?

Hello? Well, we should all be very afraid of what is coming

next.” 
Ten years, I th

ink. Good thing I’m renting.

“Global warming isn’t a theory, it is n
ow a fact that has been

proven by scientists,”
 said the babysitter, who is currently an

eighth grader at David A. Boody school in Bensonhurst. “And

Al Gore was a vice president, you know.”

I listened to her for an hour or so. Her teacher had done his job,

because she did know her stuff — or, at least, she knew the stuff

on the “Inconvenient Truth” Web site, which conveys one basic

message: “It is getting warmer,” and features images of those suf-

fering polar bears (they’re the canary in this particular coal mine).

A
spokesman for the city Department of Education said glob-

al warming has become entrenched in third- and eight-

grade curriculums.

“Global warming and Al Gore aren’t a required part of a

teacher’s curriculum,” said the spokesman. “But teachers are en-

couraged to use hot topics to engage students — and, obviously,

the use of ‘An Inconvenient Truth’ in the classroom has become

more popular.”

Perhaps it has always been thus. When I was in middle

school, the big scare in the science book was overpopulation.

The general idea was too many people in too little space. Judg-

ing by my morning commute on the B16, perhaps there was

something to the theory.

The job of a 12-year-old babysitter is grueling, unsatisfying

and often frustrating work. She can lay out her best case for sav-

ing the earth from certain peril, but it is n
ever an easy job to con-

vey the need for urgent action to a man with rib sauce on his

face (mmmm, ribs).

Of course, 12-year-old babysitters are also blessed with per-

sistence.

“Al Gore knows what he is talking about,” she added as she

was walking out the door. “Did you know that he was on

Oprah?”

She makes a good point. Then again, Oprah also hosted

James Frey.

THE KITCHEN SINK

“DEAR STOOP: I am 8 years old. Some of my little friends

say there is no Santa Claus. Papa says, ‘If 
you see it in THE

STOOP, it’s s
o.’ Please tell me the truth; is there a Santa Claus?

(signed) Virginia O’Hanlon, 87th Street.” Yes, Virginia, there is a

Santa Claus. He exists certainly as legendary community activist

Carmine Santa Maria exists. A
s usual, Santa Maria made his

rounds this holiday season, delighting kids (scaring some, he ad-

mitted) wherever he went. … State Sen. Marty Golden

presided as 10 computers were donated to Our Ladies of Grace

School. … The Starbucks on Third Avenue and 75th Street is

STILL waiting to put chairs and tables in their already-built indoor

café weeks after Rep. Vito Fossella claimed to have cleared the

matter at a CB 10 meeting. … Maimonides Medical Center Presi-

dent Pamela Brier and former Community Board 10 Chairman

Craig Eaton presented lifesaving defibrillators to 17 schools and

community organizations. One of the defibrillators was seated on

the table next to Eaton at the famous meeting last month when

Allen Bortnick demanded a written ballot instead of a voice vote.

Eaton got flushed, but the defibrillator was not ultimately needed.

… A special Stoop welcome to James A. Sapala, M.D., con-

sidered a pioneer in the field of bariatric surgery, who is th
e

newest addition to the Lutheran Medical Center surgical de-

partment. … A thumbs-up to My Thai Cafe, whose Jan. 2 grand

opening offered up the best pad Thai in Bay Ridge. … The honors

keep piling up as Marty Golden won the Sephardic Nursing

and Rehabilitation Center’s coveted Humanitarian Award. …

On Jan. 3, City Councilman Vincent Gentile celebrated his

48th birthday, marking his 22nd year in politics. If it
 weren’t for

term limits, he’d serve us forever.
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Is a gang of Arab youths

called “the PLO” stalking the

streets of Bay Ridge — or is

this a case of post-9-11 para-

noia?
A picture featuring a young

Arab Bay Ridge teen making

the letters PLO with his hands

has raised suspicions that the

political message allegedly sent

by a 12-year-old is only a small

piece of a growing cultural con-

flict resonating in south Brook-

lyn.   
On Memorial Day last year,

residents of Senator Street be-

tween Sixth and Fifth avenues

awoke to see the letters “PLO”

painted on a garage, four trees,

and a van. Only the houses on

the block that displayed the

American flag were attacked.

“I believe they were trying to

intimidate us,” said Ayed Es-

kander, a resident in one of the

defaced houses. “Only the

homes that displayed the Amer-

ican flag were attacked.”

PLO on

the move

in Ridge?

YELLO
W

HOOKER

Matthew Lysiak

He’s riding safe on Fifth Avenue

stoopTHE

BAY RIDGE–BENSONHURST

Loose Dentures?

GO AHEAD....

Eat what you want!

Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morning,

have the “Mini-Implant System” placed in

less than two hours, then go out and enjoy your

favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive or pastes.

As recently demonstrated by Dr. Tony

on ABC & Fox News

• This advanced system is FDA-Approved.

• It is a one-step, non-surgical procedure.

• No sutures, nor the typical months of healing.

• No pain or discomfort.

• Affordable (Payment Plans available and Insurance coverage)

Dr. Tony is recognized as a Professor of the Mini Dental Implant.

Call today for your FREE Consultation

718-833-6895

461 77th St – Bay Ridge • 1412 Richmond Rd – Staten Island

www.oraldentalcare.com

*ONLY $495

FOR DENTURE!

Limited Time Offer

*with a puchase of MDI

Brooklyn’s Best

HOTEL
Free Continental Breakfast • 60 Rooms With All Amenities

Meeting Hall • Fitness Room • 4 Jacuzzi Rooms • Free Wireless Internet

Secure Limited Parking • View On The Bay • Close To Restaurants

Convenient Location

3218 Emmons Ave. Bklyn, NY SHEEPSHEAD BAY

(betw. Coyle & Bragg)
E-mail: GM.NY275@choicehotels.com

Fax (718) 368-3963 Tel: (718) 368-3334

8 mi. to JFK • 20 mi. to LaGuardia

BY CHOICE HOTELS

DERMATOLOGY

SKIN • HAIR • NAILS

27 8th Avenue

(corner Lincoln Place)

Park Slope, Brooklyn

(718) 636-0425

1000 Park Avenue

(at 84th Street)

New York City, NY

(212) 288-1300

COSMETIC

Laser Hair Removal

Chemical Peels

Botox • Collagen

Spider Veins

Liposuction

SKIN PROBLEMS

Acne • Herpes

Warts • Genital Warts

Moles • STD’s/VD

Skin Cancer

Blemishes

Day & Evening Hours

Most Insurances and Credit Cards Accepted

ALAN R. KLING, M.D.

BOARD CERTIFIED DERMATOLOGIST

Fitnes
s

Traine
rs

Femal
e Only

. W an
ted fo
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r
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ts gym

 for w
omen. 

Call N
ick at

(718) 
986-18

23.

Mailbox Suites

2 months FREE!

when you purchase 10 months @ $14.98/mo.

plus FREE incoming fax service

1,000 BUSINESS CARDS – $40

Authorized FedEx Shipping Center

FedEx Air pick up 7pm daily (Sat.@2pm)

NYC
Postal Service

6904 Colonial Road

(718) 238-4200

Mon-Fri
: 8am-8pm; Sat:

10am-5pm

Ground & Express

Fast Alterations

Dry Cleaning

Tailor J, Inc.

278 73rd St.

(718) 833-8725

tailorj.com

Mon-Sat: 8:00am-7pm

STAIR LIFTS
STAIR LIFTS

FREE Estimate

and in-home

consultation

FREE Installation

FREE Delivery

DERMER

PHARMACY & SURGICAL

• 2064 Flatbush Ave. • (718) 377-4900

WHO’S
YOUR
DOGGY

Premium Pet Food & Supply

197 Adelphi Street (Corner of Willoughby Avenue)

WE DELIVER •  718-522-5244

GRAND 
OPENING!
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No wonder Erasto Torres was smiling

under his new a bike helmet on Saturday.

Just below that smile, Torres, one of hun-

dreds of food deliverymen who speed

through the streets of the borough with lit-

tle protecting their skulls but hair and

sweat, showed off a nasty scar, the result

of a crash with a driver on Fifth Avenue.

“I flew over the handlebars, but the lady

just started laughing,” said Torres. “She

found it funny that she had hit me. But my

boss was calling, so I had to continue the de-

livery.”

So on Saturday — Three Kings Day —

Torres joined 24 other deliverymen in pick-

ing up a free helmet, thanks to the city De-

partment of Transportation and the United

Puerto Rican Organization of Sunset Park,

Brooklyn’s oldest Latino organization. 

“Three Kings Day is when we give the

last gift [of Christmas] to our families,” said

UPROSE Executive Director Elizabeth

Yeampierre. “These workers basically live

on tips [so] we thought that a gift we could

give them is the gift of safety.”

Between 1996 and 2005, 40 percent of

the 207 traffic-related fatal bicycle crashes

in the city took place in Brooklyn, while 24

percent were in Manhattan.

The same Health Department report

found that almost three-quarters of fatal

crashes involved a head injury and nearly all

bicyclists w
ho died — 97 percent — were

not wearing a helmet.

The law only requires riders under age 14

to wear a helmet, so restaurants are not obli-

gated to provide hard hats for their biking

employees.

Which was why Torres is all smiles now.

“When I start my shift, all I think about is

my family,” he said. “Now I feel I am going

to have good protection on my head, which

is most important.”         
        —

 Tani
a Haa

s

Eskander, who moved to Bay

Ridge from Egypt in 1980 to

“raise my children in freedom,”

wasn’t sure if the vandalism

was the work of a gang, but

viewed it as a clear message to

hide his flag.

Police later charged a 12-

year-old described only as

“male, 12-years-old, Arabic”

with the Memorial Day graffiti

attack, but police at the time

said there was no evidence the

attacks were bias or politically

motivated crimes.

Tensions were already high

among some residents of the

area. Last year on Mother’s

Day, about 200 Arab-Americans

marched through Bay Ridge in

an anti-Isra
el protest. Many held

up signs denouncing America’s

support of Israel and chanted

“Shame, shame, USA.” 

At the time, there were re-

ports of new “PLO” graffiti o
n

trees in Owls Head Park and

fire hydrants around the neigh-

borhood.

That’s when the picture sur-

faced showing a young teen

making the letters “PLO” with

his hands while other youths

around him make other gang

signs.
MySpace, the popular social

networking Web site, is also

comprised of groups of like-

minded members. One group,

titled “PLO,” has many New

This 
photo

 of t
he al

leged
 “PLO

 gang
,” ta

ken a
t a p

ro-Pa
les-

tinian
 rally

 last 
May, c

ircul
ated 

on lo
cal W

eb si
tes, 

but h
as

now b
een t

aken 
down,

 addi
ng to

 the 
myste

ry.

Jersey and Brooklyn members. 

“Dis is t
he Real PLO mafia

No Fags All Green oLive

Gangstas U kno how we do IF

u aint Green U aint Mean,” the

MySpace PLO introduction

states (sic!). 

One Brooklyn member

promised to devote his life
 “to

the holy war and crushing the

Zionist pigs.”

It is unclear whether a

“gang,” as such, exists. S
o one

local official — who knows a

thing or two about crime —

urged locals not to jump to any

conclusions.

“Bay Ridge is a safe com-

munity,” said Dean Rasinya, a

30-year law enforcement veter-

an who was recently elected

chairman of Community Board

10. “And remember that we are

talking about is graffiti and not

violence. Most likely the ‘PLO

gang’ is just a bunch of young

kids playing pranks.”
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R ev. Liz Alexander, pastor of the

Church of Gethsemane, is fighting

back: “We are talking about trees

versus people here,” she told me. 

By “here,” Alexander means the

controversy over her church’s plan to

sell its backyard — on the corner of

Eighth Avenue and 10th Street — to a

developer who plans to put up condos.

Not a high-rise Ratnerville, mind

you, but an in-context apartment build-

ing.
Naturally, there has been the normal

hue-and-cry about the danger of over-

development and the loss of open space

(an odd argument, considering that the

churchyard is one block from the ulti-

mate open space: Prospect Park).

For a few weeks, a group of Gethsemane neighbors have got-

ten all the attention — “We’ll buy the lot ourselves!” was one

cry; “We’ll get the zoning changed!” was another — but now

Alexander is answering back, making it clear that the very sur-

vival of her church is at stake, and it’s a lot more important than

a weed-filled lot that no one really thought about until they heard

was being sold.“If the sale of the yard is stopped, then the church will close

and the whole site will be sold, not just the yard,” Alexander

said, reminding me that the church’s building is not landmarked.

“The sale is about the survival of our unique congregation.”

Gethsemane’s congregants are people who have family mem-

bers in prison, people who are incarcerated themselves, or just-

released ex-prisoners. Caring for such people isn’t free, and the

church is out of cash. Gethsemane has no endowment, and the

Presbyterian Church stipulates that all its churches be self-sup-

porting. Inside, the church is sparse.

If there were anything else to sell, it would’ve been pawned

months ago. The windows need repair, the retaining wall in the

back needs to be fixed. And the congregation remains as needy

as ever.
The churchyard has to go.

We all read about recidivism rates in our city, yet when Liz

Alexander tries to make a difference, all she gets is scorn from

her neighbors. Her congregants may not all come from the

streets of the Slope, but they are our neighbors nonetheless.

“Christ was for the most marginalized people, the outcasts of

society, and that is who we are talking about here,” Alexander

said.
I sympathize with the group that wants to save the empty lot.

It is a lovely square of green, a remnant of the days when our

borough was not the hottest spot in the real-estate market. 

But life is about making hard choices: would you chop down

a tree to help a family put food on their table? Would you uproot

some daffodils to help get a child a warm coat?

It is all well and good to say that we want to help the needi-

est, and it’s guilt reducing to send a check to the Red Cross or

put a dollar in the Salvation Army jug, so how come we think

differently when the needy are in our neighborhood?

THE KITCHEN SINK
Hey, Joe Torre, your doppelganger is running around Park

Slope. The other day, he was at Dizzy’s, where he denied being

the Yankee skipper. “But I wish I had his job,” he said. …  Ran

into Councilman Bill DeBlasio at the Tea Lounge the other

day and overheard him explaining to the barista why Shelly Sil-

ver didn’t step in and block Atlantic Yards. DeBlasio’s take? It’s

all about power — and how Silver chooses to use it … Good

news for all Windsor Terrace bookworms: Babbo’s Books, at

242 Prospect Park West, opened this fall. With its selection of

new and used fiction, children’s books and books with political

focus, you will no longer have to go to Seventh Avenue to get

that new book on Che Guevara. … Even the raptors are leaving

Manhattan! Arthur and Guinevere, a pair of American

kestrels (the smallest type of falcon), now call Brooklyn home.

They have a new “condo” with a floor to ceiling glass observa-

tion window, but theirs was not designed by Richard Meier.

Watch them dive for dinner at Prospect Park Zoo’s Discov-

ery Center. … Is Park Slope a great neighborhood or what? On

a recent Saturday night, we caught guitar legend Danny Kalb

— for free! — playing everything from Lead Belly to a song

from “the Sound of Music” in the backroom at Barbes. Kalb,

who co-founded the Blues Project in the 1960s with Al

Kooper, wore his red, white and blue “Park Slope suspenders”

and joked, “I don’t see any contraction.” He lives in Center

Slope.… We have 10 new police officers on patrol. Capt. John

Scolaro of the 78th Precinct introduced three of them at the

Park Slope Civic Council meeting on Jan. 4. One had served in

Iraq, one was a Marine, and one was in the Army Reserve. …

The Civic Council meeting was chock-full of political celebri-

ties, with both old (Councilman Bill DiBlasio) and new (state

Sen. Eric Adams) politicos coming in to say how much they

look forward to working with the council for the good of the

community.Talk to us. Write: Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com.

Rev. Liz speaks:Garden must go

PS … ILOVE YOUNica Lalli

A wheely good gift

The Sunset Chapter of the Crazy Pistons, a local motorcycle crew, joined Lutheran Family Health Center to provide holi-

day presents for local children on Three Kings Day last Saturday.

stoop
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PARK SLOPE PROSPECT HEIGHTS
SUNSET PARK, WINDSOR TERRACE

Brooklyn Society for Ethical Culture

53 Prospect Park West, Brooklyn NY 11215

(718) 768-2972 • (718) 783-2298 • bsec.org

January 07 invites
you to join theBrooklyn Society

for Ethical Culture . . .

or . . . just stop in and check us out . . .

Our PROGRAMS include:
January 7: 11AM “An Ethical Life; Leaving an Ethical

Legacy” w/ Greg Tewksbury, co-chair BSEC Ethical Action;

January 14: 11AM “Dr. MLK Jr. Legacy “All Ages Civil

Rights Festival” join us to make art, drama, poetry on civil rights

themes; followed by “Eyes on The Prize” films shown from

12:30pm
January 15: 2-5pm “Slain Black Men: Dr. MLK, Jr. to Now”:

BSEC Community Forum; guest speaker, Richard Greene,

renowned community educator and activist; co-founder Crown

Heights Youth Collective
January 21: “Walking Our Talk” Lisel Burns

January 28: “Community Education Reform” Jitu Weusi;

February 10: SAVE The DATE 7pm Marriage Equality

Benefit Pot Luck Valentine’s Party; wear past, present, future

wedding attire; $15, bring 3 unused presents to raise funds for

BSEC Family programs & JustMatrimony.org project.

For weekly Friday BSEC Very Good Coffeehouse info see

www.bsec.org; 718-768-2972

OPEN7 DAYS7AM-10PM

VEGASAUTO SPA

555 7th Avenue

enter from 19th St. just south of 7th Ave.

718-768-WASH (9274)

2
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1
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EET

PROSPECT EXPY.

18TH STREET

7TH AVENUECAR WASH

THE
CHEAPEST

CAR
WASH

IN
BROOKLYN!

“Platinum” Express Car Wash
Not to be combined with any other offers. Expires 4/15/2007

$2 77
WITH
COUPONPLUS TAX

Includes:• Double-body Bath
• FREE Under Carriage Blast

• Clean Wheels• Hand Towel Dry

“Deluxe” Express Car Wash
Not to be combined with any other offers. Expires 4/15/2007

$5 54
WITH
COUPONPLUS TAX

Includes:• Double-Body Bath
• Wheel Bright• Under Carriage Blast

• Hand Towel Dry★ Wet Wax★ Triple Polish★ Armor All Tires

“The Best” Express Car Wash
Not to be combined with any other offers. Expires 4/15/2007

$8 08
WITH
COUPONPLUS TAX

Includes:• Double-Body Bath
• Wheel Bright• Under Carriage Blast

• Hand Towel Dry

★ Wet Wax★ Triple Polish★ Armor All Tires
★ CompleteRain-X Service

GLASSES YOU WILL LOVE TO WEAR,

WITH LENSES PERFECTLY PRESCRIBED

718-965-2545

9th Street Optical
332 9th Street (between 5th & 6th Ave.) Brooklyn

Specialists on Staff:
Kevin S. Meyers, M.D., Ophthalmology

Eric Colman, O.D., Optometry

• Comprehensive Eye Exams

• Prescription Filled
• Contact Lenses• Glaucoma And Cataract

Testing And Treatment
• Laser Vision Consultation

Most Medical Insurance Accepted • Union Plans

Medicaid • Medicare • Discounts For Senior Citizens

A-Z Dental, PC
• FREE Examination and Consultation

with any dental work
• Insurance and Medicaid plans accepted

• Ultimate 4-step sterilization

• Comprehensive Care, including

teeth whitening, bad breath, etc.

332 9th St. (718) 832-1222

(Bet. 5th-6th Aves.)        www.azdental.com

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK • 

$$5555 EXAMINATION, NECESSARY
X-RAYS AND TEETH CLEANING

with this ad

FamilyDentistryGentle, Painless Touch

Art
Supplies forthe Fine Artist,Graphic Artist,Studentand Children

3767th Ave.(bet. 11th & 12th Sts)

369-4969

7th venue

Supplies

(718) 258-2342

GROOMING • BOARDING
Dogs & Cats • Your Inspection Invited!

GROOMING • BOARDING
Dogs & Cats • Your Inspection Invited!

Best Health • Home Bred • Temperments

PUPPIES & KITTENS!
PUPPIES & KITTENS!

FREE Kittens
w/ Supplies

We Service the
Movie Stars!

2082 Flatbush Ave.  Bklyn, NY

5 STAR

WE SHIP Over 35Years Exp.

BUYDIRECT

One stop shoppingfor all yourhardware needs
Plumbing

Electrical

AND MORE!

Janitorial

Supplies

GE LightBulbs4 Pack - $1.59Semi-Gloss Paint1 Gallon - $9.99Prospect Hardware (718) 788-7100

517 7th Avenue (near 17th St.) Park Slope, Brooklyn

Mon-Fri: 7:30am - 5pm • 
• Corporate Accounts Welcome

The Haven For Stuttering

offers treatment for stutterers of all ages 

utilizing proven methods for maximum satisfactionTAKE YOUR FIRST STEP. HELPING MAKE DREAMS COME TRUE!

THE HAVEN FOR STUTTERING

2723 AVENUE R • BROOKLYN NEW YORK • 11229

Thestutterhaven@aol.com
718.375.5444

Customized Goals & Treatment Plans

Embracing Cognitive & Behavioral Factors

Family Counseling Free Support Groups
Refresher SessionsEducational Resources

PERSEVERANCE   TURNS DREAMS INTO REALITY

WE SPECIALIZE IN:

WE PROVIDE:

“D’Amico:The BestCup of Coffeein the City”–– Fox 5 Good Day New York

COFFEES, GIFT BASKETS, & GOURMET FOODS

309 Court Street • damicofoods.com • (718) 875-5403
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What’s happening on 16th Street?

It depends on whether you ask

homeowners Mimi Chung and

Christopher Grimaldi, who live at

229 16th St. (the two-story building

on the left) or Louis Sellamage, the

developer of the new building next

door, at 231 16th St. If good fences

make good neighbors, perhaps

these people should put up some

chain link.
— Ariella Cohen

THEY SAID...W orkers trespassed onto our roof and 

used it as a storage shed.

A hole was dug under our foundation, letting 

rainwater seep in. The repair was done shoddily. 

A 12-foot gash was torn in our home and 

replaced with siding of the wrong color. 

Sellamage promised to power-wash 

our property yet never did.  

Sellamage spilled concrete all over our shutters 

and we had to replace them ourselves.

HE SAID...A court settlement gave us

the right to work there. That problem is fixed.  
No comment. 

No comment. 

No comment. 

By Ariella Cohen
The Brooklyn PaperThe battle over one South

Slope development is no

longer just business, it’s per-

sonal. 
A bitter, two-year-old dispute

over construction in the fast-

growing part of the neighbor-

hood has grown into the ulti-

mate grudge match between the

builder of a four-story, luxury

condo and the couple next door,

who charge that their home was

damaged during the condo’s

construction.The pair, Mimi Chung and

Christopher Grimaldi, wants

the developer to pay for thou-

sands of dollars in repairs and

has waged a PR war that they

say won’t stop until they get the

fix-up funds.“We want people to be

aware of the kind of builder

that they are dealing with,” said

Chung, describing disputes

ranging from a lawsuit filed by

the developer when the couple

refused to let workers use their

backyard as a staging area, to

expletive-laden emails ex-

changed after workers tore a

12-foot gash in their two-story

home — and then covered it

with the wrong color siding. 

Chung and Grimaldi have

done more than merely com-

plain to the Department of

Buildings — which they, and

their neighbors, have done so

often that the DOB temporarily

stopped following up on repeat

complaints. Only two of their

24 complaints resulted in viola-

tions against the builder, Louis

Sellamage.Chung and Grimaldi have

also created a Web site, www.

229vs231.com, and are even

shoving flyers into the hands of

potential condo buyers.
Sellamage has fired right

back, threatening a lawsuit for

defamation.“Each and every public state-

ments regarding this condo-

minium is being noted,” Marc

Coupey, Sellamage’s lawyer,

told Chung and Grimaldi in a

letter that warned of an imme-

diate lawsuit if “further false-

hoods” were published.  
But even so, a lawyer for the

couple, also a community ac-

tivist, called the couple’s ag-

gressive anti-PR a model for

other homeowners in Brooklyn. 

“The residents bargained in

good faith and were let down,”

said John Burns, lawyer and

South South Slope neighbor-

hood group founder.
“This is a good example of

how to fight back.”

It’s war over 16th Street condo

Have you seen this doggie?
By Christie Rizk
The Brooklyn PaperWho stole this dog?
A distraught Kensington

family is facing a new year

without its old pal, Bisou, the 8-

year-old black lab-pit bull mix

who was apparently stolen from

the corner of Church Avenue

and East Second Street on New

Year’s Day. Linda Block, Bisou’s human

companion, had securely tied

up her pooch outside Yummy

Taco, but when she came out,

Bisou and her leash were gone. 

“Someone stole her,” said

Block. “She couldn’t have got-

ten [away] by herself.”
Block flagged down a cop,

but the officer told her that

there was no point in filing a

police report unless she had in-

surance on the dog, said Block.

But a call to Kensington’s

66th Precinct revealed that

stolen pets are categorized as

stolen property — like a pil-

fered TV or jewelry box.
And a source at the 16th Av-

enue stationhouse said that offi-

cers are supposed to take re-

ports, even if the owner has no

insurance. Proof of ownership

is needed, however. 
For now, all Block cares

about is getting her pet back. A

small reward is being offered

for Bisou’s safe return.
“She’s very friendly and she

loves children,” said Block.

“My 4-year-old [daughter Ka-

ley] is devastated.”If you have any information

about Bisou’s disappearance, call the

Block family at (646) 684-5950.

Your Neighborhood’s News

stoopTHE

Personalized local
stories and ads.
Every week on page 3
and online!

Park Slope
including Prospect Heights,

Windsor Terrace, Sunset Park

Brooklyn Heights-Downtown
including DUMBO

Carroll Gardens-Cobble Hill
including Red Hook, Boerum Hill

Fort Greene-Clinton Hill

Bay Ridge-Bensonhurst

Put your ad where it will be seen.
Call Celia Weintrob at

(718) 834-9350 ext. 104.
or email

ADS@BROOKLYNPAPER.COM

5 LOCAL
EDITIONS

Slope mainstay for more than
12 years, offers treats like Se-
cret Affair Squares (layers of
almond cake topped with
chocolate) which are perfect
for dessert a deux.

Even with Brooklyn’s best
backing us up, things — par-
ticularly in our kitchen — of-
ten go awry. In that spirit,
we’ve worked out an escape
plan to ensure a smooth tran-
sition should the smoke alarm
sound. 

Christine Zeni, chef and
co-owner of catering outfit
Luscious Brooklyn, will fea-
ture a three-course dinner-for-
two of jumbo shrimp cocktail,
osso buco served over a
creamy polenta and a side
dish, finished off with cup-
cakes, available at $65 for
pickup or local delivery. 

So, as the rest of the world
becomes a frenzied coop of
breathless trollops and beefy
Fabios in anticipation of the
great day, we’re sitting pretty,
sipping our cocoa (choco-
late’s an aphrodisiac, you
know) and looking forward to
cooking our way into the
hearts and knickers of our sig-
nificant others. Happy Valen-
tine’s Day!

Flying high
Floyd Bennett Field honors
history of Tuskegee Airmen

Wingman: On Feb. 17, the Ryan Visitor Center at Floyd Bennett Field (at
left) will honor the accomplishments of the Tuskegee Airmen including
2nd Lt. LeRoy Battle, shown above with his mother, Marjorie Battle Smith,
and his aunt in 1945.

“Tuskegee Airmen” will be present-
ed at 2 pm on Feb. 17 at the Ryan Visitor
Center of Floyd Bennett Field. Signed
copies of Lt. Battle’s autobiography will
be available. Reservations required. For
information call (718) 338-3799.
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BAY RIDGE

Kitty Kiernan’s
9715 Third Ave. at 97th Street in Bay Ridge,
(718) 921-0217, www.kittykiernans.com.
Feb. 10: Ben, 11 pm, FREE; Feb. 17: Gerald
Donnelly, 11 pm, FREE.

The Salty Dog
7509 Third Ave. at 75th Street in Bay Ridge,
(718) 238-9260, www.saltydogbar.com.
Wednesdays: Karaoke Night, 9 pm, FREE.

The Wicked Monk
8415 Fifth Ave. at 84th Street in Bay Ridge,
(718) 921-0601, www.wickedmonk.com.
Feb. 10: Dirty Jersey, 9 pm, FREE; Feb. 15: 24
Seven Unplugged, 9 pm, $5; Feb. 16: Cranked,
DJ Kyle, 9 pm, $5; Feb. 17: DJ Tree, Big Slick,
9 pm, $5.

BEDFORD-STUYVESANT

Food 4 Thought
445 Marcus Garvey Blvd. at MacDonough
Street in Bedford-Stuyvesant, (718) 443-4160.
Saturdays: Open Mic, 9 pm, $6; Mondays:
Fade to Black Mondays a.k.a. Movie Night, 8
pm, FREE; Wednesdays: Game Night, 7 pm,
FREE; Thursdays: Jazz Night, 8 pm, FREE.

Solomon’s Porch
307 Stuyvesant Ave. at Halsey Street in
Bedford-Stuyvesant, (718) 919-8001.
Tuesdays: Open mic, 8 pm, $7.

BOERUM HILL

Hank’s Saloon
46 Third Ave. at Atlantic Avenue in Boerum
Hill, (718) 625-8003, www.hankssaloon.com.
Sundays: Sean Kershaw and the New Jack
Ramblers, 10 pm, FREE; Wednesdays: Mobs-
cenity, 10 pm, FREE; Feb. 10: The Arkhams, 10
pm, Johnny Carlevale & his Band of Allstars, 11
pm, $5.

BRIGHTON BEACH

National
Restaurant
273 Brighton Beach Ave. at Brighton
Second Street in Brighton Beach, (718) 646-
1225, www.come2national.com.
Saturdays: Live Russian music and dance show,
9 pm, FREE (with $65 prix-fixe dinner); Fridays:
Live Russian music and dance show, 9 pm,
FREE (with $50 prix-fixe dinner); Sundays: Live
Russian music and dance show, 7 pm, FREE
(with $50 prix-fixe dinner).

BROOKLYN HEIGHTS

Magnetic Field
97 Atlantic Ave. at Henry Street in Brooklyn
Heights, (718) 834-0069, www.magnet-
icbrooklyn.com.
Feb. 10: The Insomniacs, Anderson Council, 8
pm, $7, Switched On!, 11 pm, FREE; Feb. 12:
Erin Farrell & Brandy Sansone, 8 pm, FREE; Feb.
14: A Night to Treasure, an 80s-themed prom
night, 9 pm, FREE; Feb. 16: Pete Galub and the
Annuals, The Ashford Breaks, 8 pm, $TBD; Feb.
17: The Stay at Homes, 8 pm, $TBD.

CLINTON HILL

Dakar Cafe
285 Grand St. at Lafayette Avenue in Clinton
Hill, (718) 398-8900, www.granddakar.com.
Sundays: DJ Contra Sounds, 6 pm, FREE;
Tuesdays: Songhai Djeli, 8 pm, FREE; Fridays:
Live band, 10 pm, FREE.

Parlor Jazz
119 Vanderbilt Ave. at Myrtle Avenue in Clin-
ton Hill, (718) 855-1981, www.parlorjazz.com.
Feb. 10: Parlor Jazz 5th Year Anniversary/Black
History Month celebration featuring Ty Stephens
& Romantasy, 9 pm, 10:30 pm, $30 (includes both
sets, open wine bar, beverages, and dessert).

Reign
46 Washington Ave. at Flushing Avenue in
Clinton Hill, (718) 643-7344,
www.myspace.com/reignlounge.

BROOKLYN

Nightlife
Saturdays: “Your Space Saturdays” with DJ
Hud, 11 pm, FREE before 12:30 am, $20 after
12:30 am.

Sputnik
262 Taaffe Pl. at DeKalb Avenue in Clinton
Hill, (718) 398-6666, www.barsputnik.com.
Saturdays: Afrokinetic with DJs Chris Annibell
and Amon, 9 pm, FREE, French Beats Inter-
national, 11 pm, FREE; Wednesdays: DJ Dick
Burroughs, 9 pm, FREE; Thursdays: DJ Nicole
Leone, 9 pm, FREE; Feb. 9: DJ Chaps (Talib
Kweli’s DJ), 9 pm, $10; Feb. 15: Skylab with DJ
sets Dekker, Adam Smith, Castro, tal, Unjust,
Time TBD, $TBD; Feb. 16: Haunted Horses,
The Ravages, Strega, DJ Katie Rose, Projec-
tions by Ian Couch, 9 pm, $5, Mashup Culture
with resident DJ Londonbroil, 11 pm, FREE.

DUMBO

Power House Arena
37 Main St. at Water Street in DUMBO, (718)
666-3049,  www.powerhousearena.com.
Feb. 10: “Dumbolio,” a variety show featuring
Bargainland, Joshua Foer and more, 8 pm, $15.

Superfine
126 Front St. at Pearl Street in DUMBO,
(718) 243-9005.
Feb. 16: Badd Ass Bluegrass with Dock Oscar
& The Chenango County Line, 9 pm, Citigrass,
10 pm, Grizzly’s Banjo Assault, 11 pm, $5; Feb.
17: The American String Conspiracy, 8 pm, Jan
Bell & The Cheap Dates, 9 pm, The Ya’ll Stars
with Jen larson, 10 pm, Hogzilla, 11 pm, $5.

Five Front
5 Front St. at Old Fulton Street in DUMBO,
(718) 625-5559, www.fivefrontrestaurant.com.
Feb. 14: Andree Pages, Time TBD, FREE.

FLATBUSH

Cornerstone Pub
1502 Cortelyou Rd. at Marlborough Road
in Flatbush, (718) 940-9037, 
www.cornerstonepub.com.
Saturdays: Alegba & Friends, 9 pm, FREE (do-
nation suggested); Tuesdays: Dan Pratt Quar-
tet, 9 pm, FREE (donation suggested); Thurs-
days: Stephane Wrembel, 8:30 pm, FREE.

Vox Pop
1022 Cortelyou Road at Stratford Road in Flat-
bush, (718) 940-2084, www.voxpopnet.net.
Sundays: Open mic, 7 pm, FREE with 2-
drink/snack minimum; Feb. 10: Kenny Young
and the Eggplants, 8 pm, Decoster, 9 pm, $5
suggested donation; Feb. 14: John Nevins and
Arbo, 8 pm, $5 suggested donation.

FORT GREENE

BAM Cafe
(At the Brooklyn Academy of Music) 30
Lafayette Ave. at Ashland Place in Fort
Greene, (718) 636-4100 www.bam.org. 
Feb. 10: Shrine for the Black Madonna with
Jungli, 10 pm, FREE; Feb. 16: “Brooklyn Next”
with Mos Def, 8 pm, $20 - $40; Feb. 17:
“Brooklyn Next” with Mos Def, 8 pm, $20 - $40.

Night of the
Cookers
767 Fulton St. at South Portland Avenue in
Fort Greene, (718) 797-1197.
Saturdays: Live jazz, 10 pm, FREE; Thursdays:
Live jazz, 8 pm, FREE; Fridays: Live jazz, 10 pm,
FREE.

GREENPOINT

Club Europa 
98 Meserole Ave. at Manhattan Avenue in
Greenpoint, (718) 383-5723, 
www.europaclub.com.
Saturdays: VIP Dance Party, 10 pm, FREE before
10:30 pm, $15 after 10:30 pm; Tuesdays:
Karaoke Night, 8 pm, FREE; Fridays: Sexy Pro-
gressive/Dance party, 10 pm, FREE before 10:30
pm, $15 after 10:30 pm; Feb. 16: Foam Party
and Bikini Contest, Time TBD, $TBD.

Club Exit
147 Greenpoint Ave. at Manhattan Avenue
in Greenpoint, (718) 349-6969, 
www.club-exit.com.

Feb. 11: Hellgate Harmonie, O’Hanleigh, 4:30
pm, $10; Feb. 17: Mal Blum, Headrights, Zeb
Gould, RippleGroove, 8 pm, $8.

Biscuit BBQ
230 Fifth Ave. at President Street in Park
Slope, (718) 399-2161, www.biscuitbbq.com.
Sundays: A Sunday Kind of Jazz with John
McNeil and Bill McHenry, 8 pm, $5 and 1-drink
minimum; Mondays: Debra and Mary’s Night
on the Town, 9 pm, $10 and 1-drink minimum;
Tuesdays: Songwriters’ Showcase hosted by
Staci Rochwerg, 8:30 pm, $TBD; Feb. 17: Maria
Cangiano, 9 pm, $5 suggested donation and
$6-drink minimum.

Cafe Steinhof
427 Seventh Ave. at 14th Street in Park Slope,
(718) 369-7776, www.cafesteinhof.com.
Feb. 14: The Jack Grace Band, 10:30 pm, FREE.

Cattyshack
249 Fourth Ave. at Carroll Street in Park
Slope, (718) 230-5740, 
www.cattyshackbklyn.com.
Saturdays: Shack 249 with DJs BK Brewster,
Daryl Raymond, and more, 10 pm, $5, $7 after
11 pm; Mondays: Chump Change, 10 pm,
FREE; Tuesdays: Trivia Night, 7 pm, FREE;
Wednesdays: Karaoke with Sherry Vine, 9 pm,
FREE ($2 after 10 pm), Oink Boys Party (ladies
welcome with sexy boys), 10 pm, $5; Thurs-
days: S—tkickers, 8 pm, FREE ($5 after 9 pm),
Hey DJ!, 10 pm, $5; Fridays: R.P.M. with DJ Lug
Nut, 7 pm, FREE, Frisky Fridays with live DJs
and go-go dancers, 11 pm, $5 ($7 after mid-
night).

Drama Cafe & Wine
341 Fifth Ave. at Fourth Street in Park
Slope, (718) 768-2136,
www.myspace.com/dramaonline.
Saturdays: Artist Showcase, 9 pm, FREE; Fri-
days: Open Mic Night, 8:30 pm, FREE; Feb. 10:
John Cole, 9 pm, Scarlet Begonias, 10 pm, Real
Be Easys, 11 pm, $2 suggested donation; Feb.
17: Dana Athens, 9 pm, Bess Rogers, 10 pm,
Chris Kuffner, 11 pm, $2 suggested donation.

Good Coffeehouse
Music Parlor
(at the Brooklyn Society for Ethical Culture) 53
Prospect Park West at Second Street in
Park Slope, (718) 768-2972, www.bsec.org.
Feb. 16: The Park Slope Food Coop with The
Blue Moon Ramblers and Brooklyn Rhythm
Masters, 8 pm, $10 adults, $6 children.

The Jewish Music
Cafe
401 Ninth St. at Seventh Avenue in Park Slope,
(718) 369-6585,  www.jewishmusiccafe.com.
Feb. 10: Modular Moods presents “Leaders of
the Jew School: A Jewish Music Hip-Hop Show-
case” with Y-Love, Kosha Dillz, Niz, Remedy,
and DJ Handler, 8:30 pm, $15; Feb. 17:
Sephardic Music Night with ASEFA and special
guests, 8:30 pm, $12.

Magnolia
486 Sixth Ave. at 12th Street in Park Slope,
(718) 369-4814, www.magnoliabrooklyn.com.
Fridays: Live music, 9:30 pm, FREE; Feb. 16:
Trombonist Rob Sussman’s Tri Boro Trio, 9:30

FREE; Thursdays: Susan Tobocman, 9 pm,
FREE; Fridays: Eric Nicholas, 9 pm, FREE.

Crossroads Saloon
2079 Coney Island Ave. at Kings Highway in
Sheepshead Bay, (718) 339-9393.
Saturdays and Fridays: Karaoke, 9 pm, FREE.

WILLIAMSBURG

Black Betty
366 Metropolitan Ave. at Havemeyer Street
in Williamsburg, (718) 599-0243, www.black-
betty.net.
Saturdays: DJ Concerned, 11 pm, FREE;
Sundays: Brazilian Beat with DJ Sean Marquand
and DJ Greg Caz, 10 pm, FREE; Mondays: Rev.
Vince Anderson and his Love Choir, 10:30 pm,
FREE; Tuesdays: Psychotic Reaction, 10 pm,
FREE; Wednesdays: The Joint hosted by DJ
Nabil; Fridays: The Greenhouse with DJ
MonkOne and DJs Emskee and MC G-man, 11
pm, FREE.

Capone’s Bar
221 N. Ninth St. at Roebling Street in Williams-
burg, (718) 599-4044, www.caponesbar.com.
Mondays: Karaoke with Colin and DJ Flim
Flam, 9 pm, FREE; Tuesdays: Speakeasy, an
open mic night, 9 pm, FREE.

Galapagos
70 N. Sixth St. at Wythe Avenue in
Williamsburg, (718) 782-5188, 
www.galapagosartspace.com.
Fridays: VJ/DJ Friday Nights, 10 pm, FREE;
Feb. 10: (Backroom) Little Building, 7:30 pm,
$15, (Front room) Jenny Rocha Dance Theater,
7 pm, $12, (both rooms) “Donuts are Forever,”
a tribute to the late producer J Dilla, 10 pm,
FREE (donations strongly suggested); Feb. 11:
(Backroom) Little Building, 7:30 pm, $15, (Front
room) Jenny Rocha Dance Theater, 7 pm, $12,
The Randies, 10 pm, $5; Feb. 12: (Front room)
Monday Night Burlesque presents an all-red
Valentine’s Day show featuring Miss Allison,
Ginger Fringe, Roja Rouge, Gal Friday, 9:30 pm,
$5; Feb. 13: Tango Night with Milonga “Cam-
balanche,” 8 pm (free class 8 pm – 9 pm), $12;
Feb. 14: (Front room) 26.2 Productions pres-
ents V-Day Brooklyn 2007,a fundraising event
to benefit Voice of Women/The Battered
Women’s Resource Center, 7 pm, $20, Division
East Valentine’s Day Party featuring DJs Tame
One, Pumpkinhead, Bullymouth, Shape, GDP,
10 pm, FREE; Feb. 15: (Backroom) Anticipate
CD release party, 10 pm, $5, (Front room) Relax
Star Vibe Re-Build presents “Turn the Lights
Out!,” a global warming awareness tribute, 10
pm, FREE; Feb. 16: (Backroom) An exciting
night of rock and roll featuring Craig Chesler, 10
pm, Aaron Griffin, 11 pm, The Foghorns, Mid-
night, $5, (Front room) Trav S.D.’s Kabaret
Komique and Transgalactic Kongress of Freaks,
7 pm, $10, (Front room) Crashin In presents live
DJs with Lymbycsystem, 11 pm, Mahogany,
Midnight, Relay, 1 am, Hopewell, 2 am; Feb.
17: (Backroom) Sticky Fingers, 10 pm, $10,
(Front room) 26.2 Productions presents V-Day
Brooklyn 2007,a fundraising event to benefit
Voice of Women/The Battered Women’s
Resource Center, 7 pm, $20.

Laila Lounge
113 N. Seventh St. at Wythe Avenue in
Williamsburg, (718) 486-6791,
www.lailalounge.com.
Mondays: Karaoke, 10 pm, FREE; Wednesdays:
Jezebel Music Showcase with an open mic, 7:30
pm, Live music, 8:30 pm, FREE; Fridays: OHM
and special guests, 9 pm, FREE; Feb. 10:
Showcase Showdown 07, 7:30 pm, $TBD; Feb.
13: Elio Schiavo and guests, 9 pm, $TBD; Feb.
16: Big Tall Wish, 10 pm, Fat Tony, 11 pm, $TBD;
Feb. 17: RSSO Does Laila, 10 pm, $TBD.

The Lucky Cat
245 Grand St. at Roebling Street in Williams-
burg, (718) 782-0437, www.theluckycat.com.
Mondays: Joe McGinty’s Keyboard Karaoke, 10
pm, FREE: Tuesdays: Jezebel Music Open Mic
Night, 7 pm, FREE; Wednesdays: Hot Popcorn
featuring Binky Griptite & The Melomatics, 10
pm, $TBD; Feb. 10: Nappy G and MPEC cele-
brate Nappy’s Birthday, 10 pm, $5; Feb. 15:
Agents at Midnight with Ryan Jewell, 8 pm,
Radom Party with Moist Paula, 11 pm, $TBD;
Feb. 16: Another Futurefunk Session with DJ
Sports Casual and guests, 11 pm, FREE; Feb. 17:
Dub Evolution, 11 pm, FREE.

Pete’s Candy Store
709 Lorimer St. at Richardson Street in
Williamsburg, (718) 302-3770, 
www.petescandystore.com.
Sundays: Open mic, 5 pm-8 pm, FREE; Feb.
10: The Mnemonic Devices, 9 pm, Hope for
Agoldensummer, 10 pm, One AM Radio, 11
pm, FREE; Feb. 11: Rachel Sage, 8:30 pm, Sara
Grabow, 9:30 pm, Alan Hampton, 10:30 pm,
FREE; Feb. 12: Monday Evening Stand-Up,
7:30 pm, Pauly J., 9:30 pm, Owen, 10:30 pm,
Feb. 13: Bingo, 7 pm, Bo Quiver and the
Arrows, 9 pm, Taylor Samuel, 10 pm, Adam
McBride-Smith, 11 pm, FREE; Feb. 14: Quizz-
Off, 7:30 pm, Misha with Eddie, 10 pm, Katy
Stephen, 11 pm, FREE; Feb. 15: Group of
Names, 7 pm, The Love Hangover, Time TBD,
FREE; Feb. 16: Pete’s Big Poetry featuring
Caitlin Meissner & Sonia Mukherji, 7 pm,
Visitations, 9 pm, Big Blood, 10 pm, Dufus, 11
pm, FREE; Feb. 17: Sketch This, 7 pm, The Jack
Brags, 9 pm, Ola Podrida, 10 pm, Bjorn
Quenemoen, 11 pm, FREE.

Stain
766 Grand St. at Humboldt Street in Williams-
burg, (718) 387-7840, www.stainbar.com.
Mondays: “Paint Stain,” 5 pm (often accompa-
nied by the jazz guitar of Noboru, 8 pm), FREE;
Wednesdays: “JAMstain,” an informal open
mic hosted by singers/songwriters, 9 pm, FREE;
Feb. 10: Cathy Delaleau’s poetry book release
party with live music, 6 pm, Tim Kuhl (jazz trio),
10 pm, FREE; Feb. 11: Poetry readings by the
students of Joanna Fuhrman, 6 pm, FREE; Feb.
13: Stain’s Bloody Valentine’s Bash, 8 pm, FREE;
Feb. 14: V-Day open mic hosted by Caroline
Berger, 7 pm, FREE; Feb. 15: Wiggins Sisters, 8
pm, Patrick Elkins, 9 pm, FREE; Feb. 16: Arslan
and friends, 9 pm, FREE; Feb. 17: New York
Culture Circle screens “Dead Poets Society,” 7
pm, Scott Kacenga Trio, 9 pm, FREE.

Trash Bar
256 Grand St. at Driggs Avenue in Williams-
burg, (718) 599-1000, www.thetrashbar.com.
Feb. 10: Philmore Brown, 8 pm, Deek Jenkins,
9 pm, Funkface, 10 pm, Pillow Theory, 11 pm,
Indian Burn, Midnight, $7; Feb. 11: Coulter, 9
pm, David Shaw, 10 pm, North, 11 pm, The
Glow, Midnight, $6; Feb. 12: The Spies, 8 pm,
The Revolvers, 9 pm, Dead Legend, 10 pm,
Fantom Frequency, 11 pm, $6; Feb. 13: DJ
Mojo presents Sketch the Catacysim, 8 pm,
Talymaya, 9 pm, $5; Feb. 15: The Courtesy Tier,
8 pm, Black Tongue, 9 pm, The Dopes, 10 pm,
Ghost of Saturday Nite, 11 pm, The Bad Luck
Charms, Midnight, $6; Feb. 16: Family Business
Records Showcase with Kinetic, Ana Lola
Roman, Elizabeth Harper and the Matinee, 8
pm, $7; Feb. 17: Elevado, 8 pm, Demetra, 9
pm, The Shames, 10 pm, The Shills, 11 pm,
Kung Fury, Midnight, Vicious Disorder, 1 am, $7.

Union Pool
484 Union Ave. at Meeker Avenue in
Williamsburg, (718) 609-0484,
www.myspace.com/unionpool.
Feb. 10: The Wiyos, M. Shanghai String Band,
The Blue Ribbon Band, Jan Bell & the Cheap
Dates, 8 pm, $TBD; Feb. 12: Ida, The Naysayers,
Cynthia Nelson, Luxton Lake, 8 pm, $TBD; Feb.
14: Valentine’s Day with Direct From Hollywood
Cemetery, Orphan, Fist Wing, Hunchback, 8 pm,
$TBD; Feb. 15: The Hymms, The Morning
Pages, The Coydogs, 8 pm, $TBD.

Williamsburg
Music Center
367 Bedford Ave. at South Fifth Street in
Williamsburg, (718) 384-1654.
Fridays: Live music, 10 pm, $5.

Zebulon Cafe
258 Wythe Ave. at Metropolitan Avenue in
Williamsburg, (718) 218-6934, 
www.zebuloncafeconcert.com.
Feb. 10: Vava China, 9 pm, Asiko, 10 pm, FREE;
Feb. 11: Ara Anderson and Kathy Stephain, 8
pm, Eye Contact, 10 pm, FREE; Feb. 12: Ken
Butler (experimental music), 9 pm, Ara
Anderson, Ches Smith, and Colin Stetson, 10
pm, FREE; Feb. 13: Stuart Bogie presents The
Volney Litmus with special guest  Pronto, 9 pm,
FREE; Feb. 14: Jena Kraus, 9 pm, Rene Lopez,
10 pm, FREE; Feb. 15: Dan Weiss Trio, 9 pm,
Ohad Talmor Newsreel, 11 pm, FREE; Feb. 16:
Meta and the Cornerstones, 10 pm, FREE; Feb.
17: Ansambl Mastika, 10 pm, FREE.

TALK TO US…
To list your events in Brooklyn Nightlife, please give us as much notice as possible. Include

name of venue, address with cross street, phone number for the public to call, Web site
address, dates, times and admission or ticket prices. Send listings and color photos of per-
formers via e-mail to Nightlife@BrooklynPaper.com or via fax at (718) 834-9278. Listings are
free and printed on a space available basis. We regret we cannot take listings over the phone.

The listings are correct as of press time. Contact the venue before you go to confirm
event details.

Puppet’s master: The Alex Blake Trio performs at Puppet’s Jazz
Bar in Park Slope on Feb. 10.

Compiled by Chiara V. Cowan

Saturdays, Fridays: DJ Dance Party, 10 pm,
$15 (ladies FREE until 11 pm).

Uncle Paulie’s
408 Greenpoint Ave. at Grandparents
Avenue in Greenpoint, (718) 383-2411.
Feb. 16: USAISAMONSTER, Arbouretum,
Blues Control, Bishops at Large, 8 pm, $6.

GREENWOOD HEIGHTS

Kitchen Bar
687 Sixth Ave. at 20th Street in Greenwood
Heights, (718) 499-5623, www.kitchen-
barny.com.
Thursdays: Live music, 8:30 pm, FREE.

Living Room
Lounge
245 23rd St. at Fifth Avenue in Greenwood
Heights, (718) 499-1505.
Saturdays: DJ Kirt, 10 pm, FREE; Sundays: Cult
Movie Night, 8 pm, FREE; Mondays: Concerts
on the big screen, 8 pm, FREE; Wednesdays:
Open Mic Night, 8:30 pm, FREE; Thursdays:
Live music, 8 pm, FREE.

PARK SLOPE

Barbes
376 Ninth St. at Sixth Avenue in Park Slope,
(718) 965-9177, www.barbesbrooklyn.com.
Sundays: Stephane Wrembel, 9 pm, $8 sug-
gested donation; Tuesdays: Slavic Soul Party, 9
pm, $10; Feb. 10: River Alexander & his Mad
Jazz Hatters, 8 pm, $8 suggested donation,
Andy Statman, 10 pm, $8 suggested donation;
Feb. 11: Barbes Classical with Quartet New Gen-
eration, 7 pm, $8 suggested donation; Feb. 12:
Squeezebox, 8 pm, $8 suggested donation,
Smokey’s Roundup, 10 pm, $8 suggested
donation; Feb. 14: Adam Lane Quartet, 8 pm,
$10, John Tchicai/Adam Lane Quartet, 10 pm,
$10; Feb. 15: Sam Bardfeld’s Stuff Smith prject,
8 pm, $8 suggested donation, Matt Munisteri,
10 pm, $8 suggested donation; Feb. 16:
Session Americana, 8 pm, $8 suggested dona-
tion, Howard Fishman, 10 pm, $8 suggested
donation; Feb. 17: The Prewar Ponies, 7 pm,
$8 suggested donation, Brooklyn Qawwali
Party, 9 pm, $8 suggested donation.

Bar 4
444 Seventh Ave. at 15th Street in Park
Slope, (718) 832-9800,
www.jamescarney.net/koncfs.htm.
Feb. 11: Matthew Steckler, 7 pm, $5 suggest-
ed donation, Ben Monder Trio, 9 pm, $5 sug-
gested donation.

Bogota Latin Bistro
141 Fifth Ave. at St. John’s Place in Park Slope,
(718) 230-3805, www.bogotabistro.com.
Wednesdays: Live Brazilian and Latin jazz, 7
pm, FREE; Feb. 14: Guitar duet with Francois
Wiss & Kahil Ferraris, 7 pm, FREE (reservations
suggested).

Brooklyn Lyceum
227 Fourth Ave. at President Street in Park
Slope, (718) 398-7301, www.gowanus.com.
Feb. 10: The Honey Brothers with Adrian
Grenier, Elk City, The Glaciers, 9:45 pm, $8;

pm, FREE; Feb. 17: Magnolia’s 7th Anniversary
Party, 9 pm, FREE.

Melt
440 Bergen St. at Fifth Avenue in Park
Slope, (718) 230-5925.
Saturdays and Fridays: Meet and Mingle, 11
pm, FREE.

Puppet’s Jazz Bar
284 Fifth Ave. at First Street in Park Slope,
(718) 499-2627, www.puppetsjazz.com.
Feb. 10: Alex Blake Trio, 9:15 pm, 10:40 pm,
Midnight, $5; Feb. 12: Jaime Aff Session, 9:15
pm, 10:40 pm, Midnight, $5; Feb. 13: Jaime Aff
Trio, 9:15 pm, 10:40 pm, Midnight, $5; Feb. 14:
Jaime Aff Trio, 9:15 pm, 10:40 pm, Midnight,
$5; Feb. 15: Rondha Denet Group, 9:15 pm,
10:40 pm, Midnight, $5; Feb. 16: Randy
Johnston Trio, 9:15 pm, 10:40 pm, Midnight,
$5; Feb. 17: Alex Blake Trio, 9:15 pm, 10:40
pm, Midnight, $5.

Southpaw
125 Fifth Ave. at St. John’s Place in Park
Slope, (718) 230-0236, www.spsounds.com.
Feb. 10: Vetiver, Vashti Bunyan, Danielle Stech-
Homsey, and DJ Mikey Palms, 9 pm, $15; Feb.
11: Wreckroom, 8 pm, FREE; Feb. 13: Wreck-
room, 8 pm, FREE; Feb. 15: DJ Mojo and
Family Business Records present Gritty Middi
Gang, HuLL, Goes Cube, Boy/Girl, Abigail
Warchild, 8 pm, $TBD; Feb. 16: Melissa Ferrick,
Tim Fite, 9 pm, $18; Feb. 17: The Dirtbombs,
The A-Bones, Dirty Excuse, 9 pm, $13.

Tea Lounge
837 Union St. at Seventh Avenue in Park Slope,
(718) 789-2762, www.tealoungeny.com.
Thursdays, Fridays: Live music, 9 pm, 10:30
pm, $5 suggested donation.

Union Hall
(Downstairs at) 702 Union St. at Fifth
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 638-4400,
www.unionhallny.com.
Feb. 10: Cedars, Gold Streets, The Sexy
Champions, 8 pm, $8; Feb. 11: The Rosebuds,
Sam Cohen, 9:30 pm, $10; Feb. 12: Union Hall
Spelling & Grammar Bee, 7 pm, FREE; Feb. 13:
Sara Schaefer’s Name That Tune, 9 pm, FREE;
Feb. 14: Feathers, Tim Fite, Rio en Medio
(record release!), Pepi Ginsberg, 8 pm, $10;
Feb. 15: The Vandermark 5, David Grubbs, 8
pm, $12; Feb. 16: The Battering Room pres-
ents Knockout! with John, Sure Juror, The
Muggabears, The Antlers, 8 pm, $8; Feb. 17:
Richard Buckner (and his band), Six Parts Seven,
Hayes Peebles, 8 pm, $10.

PROSPECT HEIGHTS

The Backroom
(At Freddy’s) 485 Dean St. at Sixth Avenue
in Prospect Heights, (718) 622-7035,
www.freddysbackroom.com.
Feb. 10: Bill Konig, 8 pm, Brute Force, 9:30 pm,
RewBee, 10:30 pm, FREE; Feb. 11: Board
Game night, 5:30 pm, FREE; Feb. 12: Spelling
Bee, 8 pm, FREE; Feb. 13: Second to None
Tuesdays with Alice Bierhorst, Michael Holt, 8
pm, Todd Guidice, 9 pm, Martha Colby, 10 pm,
FREE; Feb. 15: The Kings County Opry with a
song circle, 8 pm, Alicia Jo Rabins & the Halo
Boys, 9:30 pm, Fresh Baked, 10:30 pm, FREE;
Feb. 16: Ardigo, 8 pm, Brown/Jewel/ Meicht,
9:30 pm, The Woodchoppers, 10:30 pm, Warm
hats, 11:30 pm, FREE; Feb. 17: The Alex Rubin
Project, 9:30 pm, Sal Cataldi’s Spaghetti
Eastern Music, 10:30 pm, Heather and the
Barbarians, 11:30 pm, .

RED HOOK

The Hook
18 Commerce St. at Columbia Street in Red
Hook, (718) 797-3007, 
www.thehookmusic.com.
Feb. 10: Emergenza Festival with Where Life
Takes Us, 7:30 pm, Necrophilia, 8 pm, Dump
Body, 8:30 pm, Section 8 Cartel, 9 pm, Rid of
Me, 9:30 pm, Jaggery, 10 pm, Captain to
Copilot, 10:30 pm, $15; Feb. 11: Hooked on
Metal, a matinee massacre, with Letters From
Verona, Until Destiny, Crave the Air, Disbeliever,
Adonis Decay, A Shattered Reflection, 7 pm, $10.

Hope and Anchor
347 Van Brunt St. at Wolcott Street in Red
Hook, (718) 237-0276.
Thursdays: Karaoke hosted by Dropsy Dozzman,
9 pm, FREE; Fridays and Saturdays: Karaoke
hosted by drag queen Kay Sera, 9 pm, FREE.

SHEEPSHEAD BAY

Anyway Cafe
1602 Gravesend Neck Rd. at East 16th
Street in Sheepshead Bay, (718) 934-5988,
www.anywaycafe.com.
Mondays: Open Mic, 9 pm, FREE; Tuesdays:
Jazzy funk with Karin Okada and guests, 9 pm,
FREE; Wednesdays: Grace Garland, 9 pm,

follows. 17 Eastern Pkwy. (718)638-
7600. Free.

SALON SERIES: Brave New World
Repertory Theater presents a reading
of “Waiting for Godot,” by Samuel
Beckett. $18. Dinner at 4:30 pm; read-
ing at 5 pm. The Issue Project Room.
Call for location and reservation infor-
mation. (718) 469-5275.  

MEDITATION CLASS: Today’s topic:
“Angry Mind, Ugly Life: Solving Our
Anger Problem.” $10. 7:30 pm to 9
pm. Lucky Lotus Yoga, 184 DeKalb
Ave. (718) 496-5514.

MON, FEB 12
BIG MOVIES FOR LITTLE KIDS: Film Fun

series presents “Make Way for Duck-
lings” and “Chillin’” 4 pm. 265 Court
St. Call for ticket info. (718) 624-3748. 

ROSEMALING: Painting session hosted by
Mid-Atlantic Rosemaling Society. 7 pm.
59th Street Church, 749 59th St. (718)
853-1734. Free.

NOODLE YOGA: hosts a restorative yoga
workshop. $18. 8:15 pm to 9:15 pm. 31
Washington St. (718) 624-5525.

PANEL DISCUSSION: Long Island Univer-
sity presents “The Erotic as Power: A
Redefining of Love and Sexuality.” Adults
over 18 are invited. 7 pm. Kumble
Theater, Flatbush Avenue Extension and
DeKalb Ave. (718) 488-1624. Free.

TUES, FEB 13
MEETING: AARP of Bay Ridge meets.

2:30 pm. Shore Hill Housing, 9000
Shore Rd. (718) 748-9114.

MEETING: of Community Board 7. 6 pm.
4201 Fourth Ave. (718) 854-0003. 

BUSINESS TALK: CAMBA Small Business
Services offers a class “Tax Preparation
for Small Businesses.” 6 pm to 8:30 pm.
884 Flatbush Ave. (718) 282-2500. Free.

INTRO TO PRODUCTION: Brooklyn Young
Filmmakers presents “Starting a Film
Career.” Learn how to prepare and what
you need to get started as a Production
Assistant. Three consecutive Tuesdays.
$75. 6 pm to 9 pm. NYC College of Tech-
nology, 25 Chapel St., (718) 935-0490.

HEALTHY COOKING: Holistic health
counselor Cheryl Boiko teaches easy
and delicious recipes to keep your
heart healthy. $35. 7 pm to 9 pm. 161
Luquer St. Registration required. (718)
855-3145. 

WEDS, FEB 14
Valentine’s Day

HEART HEALTH FAIR: Maimonides
Medical Center offers blood pressure,
glucose, cholesterol, BMI screenings.

Tee shirt raffles from 12:30 pm to 1:30
pm. Also, self-defense class, master
Ma-Tai Chi class, more. 7 am to 7 pm.
Maimonides Hall, 950 49th Street. (718)
283-8902. Free.

BLOOD DRIVES: at Lutheran Medical
Center. 8 am to 3 pm. 150 55th St.
(718) 630-8900. Also, Long Island Uni-
versity hosts a blood drive. 10 am to
6:30 pm. One University Plaza. (800)
933-BLOOD. 

DOMINICAN-AMERICAN CULTURE: Day-
long interdisciplinary arts conference
hosted by Long Island University.
Highlights include merengue workshop
at 10 am; Dominican music at 11 am,
dance group Conjunto Folkorico at
noon. Film: “In the Time of the But-
terflies” (2000). 2 pm to 3:30 pm. Panel
discussion with Dominican-American
poet Angie Cruz at 4 pm. DeKalb and
Flatbush avenues. (718) 488-1015. Free.

BEREAVEMENT GROUP: New York
Methodist Hospital offers support. 6:30
pm to 8 pm. Call for information and to
register. (718) 788-4991.  

SPOKEN WORDS: Long Island University
presents “Mo Beasley’s Urbanerotika:
The Multimedia Experience.” Poets,
spoken-word artists and musicians per-
form. $25, $40 for couples. 7 pm. Kumble
Theater, Flatbush Avenue Extension
and DeKalb Avenue. (718) 488-1624.  

DINNER AND MOVIE: Bamcinematek
presents “The Lady Eve” (1941). 6:30
movie followed by dinner at 8:20 pm;
8:30 pm movie preceded by 6:45 pm
dinner. Call for ticket info. 30 Lafayette
Ave. (718) 636-4100.

V DAY: Fully-staged, dance-infused per-
formance of “The Vagina Monologues.”
$20. 7 pm. Galapagos Art Space, 70 N.
Sixth St. (212) 868-4444.  

THURS, FEB 15
MUSICAL TRIBUTE: Brooklyn’s own Al

Jolson enthusiast and New York repre-
sentative of The International Al Jolson
Society, Bob Daniels, presents a musi-
cal concert and photo biography as
part of the Monthly Speaker Series for
Seniors. 2 pm. Heights and Hill Com-
munity Council, 160 Montague St.,
third floor. Advance registration
required. (718) 596-8789. Free.

RECEPTION: Brooklyn Historical Society
presents “A Drum Beats in Brooklyn: A
Photography Exhibit .” Also, live drum-
ming. 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm. 128
Pierrepont St. (718) 222-4111. Free.

MEETING: of Community Board 7. Topic
of discussion is development of a five-
story building at 575 Fifth Ave. 6:30
pm. St. John and St. Matthew Em-
manuel Lutheran Church, 283 Prospect
Ave. (718) 854-0003.

VEGETARIAN COOKING: Learn some
easy and delicious recipes. $35 includes
instruction, handouts, tastings and bev-
erages. 7 pm to 9 pm. 161 Luquer St.
Registration required. (718) 855-3145.

BARGEMUSIC: Classical music concert of
works by Beethoven, Schumann and
Brahms. $35. 7:30 pm. Fulton Ferry

Landing, Old Fulton Street at the East
River. (718) 624-2083.

CIVIC MEETING: Assemblyman James
Brennan reports on the hearings exam-
ining the effectiveness of enforcement of
NYC’s laws on construction and develop-
ment. 7:30 pm. Kings Highway Re-
formed Church, Quentin Road and East
27th Street. (718) 934-8214.

FRI, FEB 16
SENIOR CINEMA: presents “The Taking

of Pelham One Two Three” (1974). Shot
on location in New York, film brings ten-
sion and rhythm of the city to life with
authenticity and character. 10 am. Brook-
lyn Academy of Music, Rose Cinemas, 30
Lafayette Ave. (718) 636-4100. Free.

HEALTHY COOKING: Lutheran Medical
Center and the Bay Ridge Center for
Older Adults hosts a cooking club for
seniors to share recipes and talk about
eating habits and learn nutritional infor-
mation. 10:30 am to 11:30 am. 6935
Fourth Ave. Call to register and for
more information. (718) 630-8684.

BROOKLYN NEXT: Brooklyn Academy of
Music presents a celebration of Brook-
lyn’s own musical talent. Mos Def per-
forms. $25 to $40. 8 pm. Howard
Gilman Opera House, 30 Lafayette
Ave. (718) 636-4100. 

BARGEMUSIC: Classical music concert.
7:30 pm. See Thurs, Feb. 15.

GALAPAGOS ART SPACE: “Little
Building.” 7:30 pm. See Sat., Feb. 17.

THEATER: “Shhh! Don’t Wake the
Corpse.” 8 pm. See Sat., Feb. 17.

SAT, FEB 17

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
MORNING BIRDING: The Urban Park

Rangers host a bird walk around the
Salt Marsh Nature Center’s Nature Trail.
Learn about the birds of the salt marsh
and view some of its winter migrants. 8
am. 3302 Ave. U. (718) 421-2021. Free.

ICE SKATING: Wollman Rink is open. $5,
$3 seniors and children. $5.50 skate
rental. 10 am to 1 pm; 2 pm to 6 pm; 7
pm to 10 pm. Prospect Park, access
through the Parkside/ Ocean avenues
entrance or the Lincoln Road/ Ocean
Avenue entrance. (718) 287-5252.

BACKYARD BIRD COUNT: Prospect Park’s
Audubon Center hosts its 10th annual
event. Help researchers track North
American bird populations. Noon to 1:30
pm. Enter park at Lincoln Road and
Ocean Avenue. (718) 287-3400. Free.

TALES FROM THE CRYPT: Urban Park
Rangers give a talk about the revolu-
tionary war prisons entombed in Fort
Greene Park. 1 pm. Meet at Visitor
Center, near the Myrtle Avenue and
Washington Park entrance. 311. Free.

WALK IN THE PARK: The Urban Park
Rangers explore Fort Greene Park.
Learn about the 148-foot-tall Martyrs’
Monument and more. 1 pm. Meet at
the Fort Green Visitor’s Center, near
the Myrtle Avenue and Washington
Park entrance. Call 311 for info. Free.

WALKING TOUR: Mauricio Lorence hosts
a tour of Fort Greene, Clinton Hill and
Brooklyn Heights. $25. 2 pm to 5 pm.
Marriott Hotel, 333 Adams St. (718)
789-0430.

WINTER RACE: Prospect Park Track Club
hosts a Cherry Tree 10 Miler. Call for
information. (718) 595-2049.

PERFORMANCE
BARGEMUSIC: Classical music concert of

works by Faure, Debussy, Franck, Grieg

and Arensky. $35. 7:30 pm. Fulton Ferry
Landing, Old Fulton Street at the East
River. (718) 624-2083.

BROOKLYN NEXT: Brooklyn Academy of
Music presents a new, borough-wide
celebration of Brooklyn’s own musical
talent. Mos Def performs. $25 to $40. 8
pm. Howard Gilman Opera House, 30
Lafayette Ave. Also, BAM Talk. $10. 3
pm. Hillman Attic Studio, 30 Lafayette
Ave.  (718) 636-4100. 

V DAY: Fully-staged, dance-infused per-
formance of “The Vagina Monologues.”
$20. 7 pm. Galapagos Art Space, 70
N.orth  Sixth St. (212) 868-4444.  

THEATER: Narrows Community Theater
presents “Shhh! Don’t Wake the
Corpse.” $20, $15 seniors, students

and children. 8 pm. St. Patrick’s
Auditorium, Fourth Avenue and 97th
Street. (718) 482-3173.

GALAPAGOS ART SPACE: presents a
musical melodrama about a building
which falls in love with a real estate
developer, “Little Building” by Nick
Jones. $15. 7:30 pm. 70 North. Sixth
St. (718) 384-4586.

CHILDREN
BLITZ FOR KIDS: Watson Adventures

Scavenger Hunts takes a tour of The
Brooklyn Museum. $23, $15 kids. 10:30
am to 12:30 pm. 200 Eastern Pkwy.
(877) 9 GOHUNT.

ARTY FACTS: Kids are invited to explore
symbols of power and create their own

powerful art. For ages 4 to 7 years old.
$8, free for kids 12 and younger. 11 am
to 2 pm. Brooklyn Museum, 200
Eastern Pkwy. (718) 638-5000. 

LEFFERTS HOUSE: Kids are invited to
learn about what folks did in the past
during winter. Play historic indoor
games, help build and repair toys and
tools and view a winter exhibit. Noon
to 4 pm. Prospect Park’s Willink
entrance, at intersection of Flatbush
Avenue and Empire Boulevard. (718)
287-3400. Free.

OTHER
VITICULTURE: Brooklyn Botanic Garden

hosts a talk “Growing Grapes in Brook-
lyn.” Learn how to grow grapes right

LIST YOUR EVENT…
To list your event in Nine Days In Brooklyn, please give us two weeks notice or more.
Send your listing by e-mail: calendar@brooklynpaper.com; by mail: GO Brooklyn, The
Brooklyn Paper, 55 Washington St., Suite 624, Brooklyn, NY 11201; or by fax: (718) 834-
9278. Listings are free and printed on a space available basis. We regret we cannot take
listings over the phone.
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HUNTERFLY ROAD HOUSES: Learn
how Black people lived in the mid-
1800s, early 1900s and early 1930s
with a guided tour of these historic
houses. $4. Free for residents of
11213 and 11233 with ID and chil-
dren under 12. Noon. 1698 Bergen
St. (718) 629-5400.

RECEPTION: Sankaranka Gallery of
Contemporary African Art hosts an
opening reception. 3 pm to 6 pm.
111 Front St. (718) 666-3636.

EDUCATIONAL GAME: Sculptor
Daniel Blake welcomes children to
play Chesstizing with his original
wooden chess pieces carved to rep-
resent those who have played sig-
nificant roles in African-American
history. 1 pm. Brooklyn Public
Library’s central branch at Grand
Army Plaza. Youth Wind Program
Room. Free. (718) 230-2100.

HISTORY LESSON: NYU professor
Jeffrey Sammons discusses the his-
toric parade of the 369th Infantry
Regiment in which the first African-
American Regiment during WWI,
known as “Harlem’s Hell Fighters,”
marched before a million fans up
Manhattan’s Fifth Avenue, from Madi-
son Square to Harlem. 2 pm. Brook-
lyn Public Library’s central branch at
Grand Army Plaza. 2nd Floor
Meeting Room. Free. (718) 230-2100.

SUN, FEB 11
THEATER: A one-man show races the

private and political lives of activist
W.E.B. DuBois. 2pm. Brooklyn
Public Library’s central branch at
Grand Army Plaza. (718) 230-2100.

MON, FEB 12
READING: Long Island University pre-

sents actor/historian/poet David
Mills in a one-man show featuring
the work of Langston Hughes.
Noon. Library Learning Center,
Room 122, Flatbush and DeKalb
avenues. (718) 488-1015. Free.

TUES, FEB 13
FOLKTALES: The 3beans Children’s

Theater Group brings African-
American folktales to life for all ages.

4 pm. Jamaica Bay Library. 9727
Seaview Ave. Free. (718) 241-3571.

WED, FEB 14
STORYTELLING: Tammy Hall performs

highlights of great moments in
African-American History. 10:30 am.
Brownsville Library. 61 Glenmore
Ave. Free. (718) 498-9721.

DRUMMING: A hands-on workshop with
musician Shawn Banks explains how
traditional African, Latin and Carib-
bean rhythms are relevant to contem-
porary music. Audience members may
bring their own instruments to partici-
pate in a group drumming perform-
ance. 3:30 pm. DeKalb Library. 790
Bushwick Ave. Free. (718) 455-3898.

THURS, FEB 15
SINGING AND DANCING: Vocalist

Patricia Adams sings jazz and blues
standards from renaissance Harlem
and Tin Pan Alley. 7 pm. Brooklyn
Public Library’s central branch at
Grand Army Plaza. (718) 230-2100.

FRI, FEB 16
BAMCINEMATEK: presents “The Best

of the African Diaspora Film Fest.”
Today: African Stories Program at 2
pm; Haitian program at 4:30 pm
Brooklyn Stories Program at 6:50
pm. “Shoot the Messenger” (2006)
at 9:15 pm. $10, $7 children and
seniors. 30 Lafayette Ave. (718) 777-
FILM. For complete program info,
visit www.bam.org.

EXHIBIT: Eleven Tenn Gallery hosts
“The Colored and The Black: Past,
Present and Future,” celebrating
Black History month. 6:30 pm to 9
pm. 1110 Fulton St. (718) 857-5696.
Free.

SAT, FEB 17
GALLERY PLAYERS: presents “Violet,”

a musical set during the civil rights
movement. $18, $14 children and
seniors. 8 pm. 199 14th St. (212)
352-3101.

AFRICAN AMERICAN INVENTORS:
Brooklyn Children’s Museum hosts a
talk about the contributions African
Americans have made to further sci-
ence and improve daily life. Hear
stories of famous inventors and cre-
ate a bookmark to celebrate their
inventions. Appropriate for ages 7
and older. $4, free for members. 1
pm to 2 pm. Also, drumming work-
shop. 1 pm and 2 pm. 145 Brooklyn
Ave. (718) 735-4400. 

BAMCINEMATEK: presents “The Best
of the African Diaspora Film Fest.”
Today: “Homecoming” (2005). 2
pm. “Dry Season” (2006). 4:30 pm.
“Diary of a Tired Black Man” (2006).
6:50 pm. “Maria Bethania: Music is
Perfume” (2005). 9:30 pm. $10, $7
children and seniors. 30 Lafayette
Ave. (718) 777-FILM. For complete
program info, visit www.bam.org.

SUN, FEB 18
BAMCINEMATEK: presents “The Best

of the African Diaspora Film Fest.”
Today: “Masai: The Rain Warriors”
(2005). 2 pm. Leaders of the
Caribbean program. 4:30 pm. Also,
several screenings follow later in the
day. $10, $7 children and seniors. 30
Lafayette Ave. (718) 777-FILM. For
complete program info, visit
www.bam.org.

here in Brooklyn. Workshop covers the
art of growing and maintaining a back-
yard or small vineyard, followed by a
tasting of homemade wine. Participants
must be at least 21 years of age. 10 am
to 1 pm and 2 pm to 5 pm. Call for fee
info and pre-registration. 1000
Washington Ave. (718) 623-7220.

SUN, FEB 18

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
ICE SKATING: The Wollman Rink is open.

$5, $3 seniors and children. $5.50 skate
rental. 10 am to 1 pm; 2 pm to 6 pm.
Prospect Park, access through the Park-
side/ Ocean avenues entrance or the
Lincoln Road/ Ocean Avenue entrance.
(718) 287-5252.

PERFORMANCE
DANCE: English folk dancing troupe Half

Moon Sword Ale of NYC and 11 other
English folk dance groups from around
the country perform traditional long
sword dances from North England and
Scotland. $8, $4 seniors and students,
free for members. 2:30 pm. 200
Eastern Pkwy. (718) 638-500. 

MUSIC: Brooklyn Symphony Orchestra
performs works by Beethoven and
Petrova. $15. 3 pm. Church of St. Ann
and the Holy Trinity, 157 Montague St.
(718) 875-6960.

BARGEMUSIC: Classical music concert. 4
pm. See Sat., Feb 17.

GALAPAGOS ART SPACE: “Little
Building.” Call for time. (718) 384-4586.
Sat., Feb. 17.

THEATER: “Shhh! Don’t Wake the
Corpse.” 3 pm. See Sat., Feb. 17.

GALLERY PLAYERS: “Violet.” 3 pm. See
Sat., Feb. 17. 

CHILDREN
FAMILY FUN: Brooklyn Center for the

Performing Arts presents the children’s
dance company Batoto Yetu. $12. 2 pm.
Walt Whitman Theater, Brooklyn Col-
lege, near the intersection of Flatbush
and Nostrand avenues. (718) 951-4500. 

GROUNDHOG SERIES: Brooklyn Arts
Exchange presents a series for family
audiences. Today: Harley Spiller/ Inspec-
tor Collector in “Real Fake.” Enjoy an
interactive performance that exhibits a
hands-on display and discussion of
paper money from around the world.
Participants are invited to create their
own paper money with linen paper, and
customize anti-counterfeiting marks. $10,
$8 kids under 12 and younger. 2 pm. 421
Fifth Ave. (718) 832-0018.

BROOKLYN CHILDREN’S MUSEUM:
presents clarinet player Oran Etkin from
the Brooklyn-Queens Conservatory of
music. Kids get an intro to jazz music
and instruments. Appropriate for all
ages. $4, free for members. 1 pm to 3
pm. 145 Brooklyn Ave. (718) 735-4400.  

OTHER
BROOKLYN AND THE REVOLUTION:

Urban Park Rangers explain Brooklyn’s
significant impact on the American
Revolution. 1 pm. Meet at Visitor’s
Center, Fort Greene Park. Enter park
near Myrtle Avenue and Washington
Park entrance. 311. Free.

CRAFTS WORKSHOP: Brooklyn Artists Gym
hosts a workshop on the accordion fold.
$40 plus $10 materials fee. 2 pm to 5
pm. 168 Seventh St. (718) 858-9069.

SINGLES DANCE: Sheepshead Parents
Without Partners hosts a dance with live
music. $15, $10 members. 8 pm to mid-
night. Ages 45 and up. Shore Park Jewish
Center, 2959 Ave. Y. (718) 790-6040.

Black history month events

Sing ‘n’ swing: Singer and
bandleader Patricia Adams
will be performing at the
Brooklyn Public Library’s cen-
tral branch on Feb. 15. 
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This radical restructuring, the
third in five years, deals almost
exclusively with structure and,
except for the get-tough rheto-
ric, does nothing about instruc-
tion. Instead, it would set
schools adrift, privatize many
essential education services, cut
funds for successful schools,
limit parental input and make it
even harder for new teachers to
voice their concerns for fear they
will be denied tenure. It also
could hurt students because of
the uncertainty and instability it
will cause.

Why would we engage in the
most radical restructuring of the
best urban school system in
America without real evidence
that what is being proposed
works any better than what is
being replaced? The only other
school system in America that
dismantled its central structure
in this way is post-Katrina New
Orleans — and that was because
of a disaster and with disastrous
results.

The reorganization talks
about accountability but it looks
only at principals and teachers,
while Governor Spitzer wants to
hold chancellors, superintend-
ents and school boards account-
able as well. The governor also
focuses simultaneously on
instruction by requiring that

districts use much of the extra
state money for classroom
instruction, lowering class size
and universal pre-kindergarten . 

Parents, students and educa-
tors care more about matters
that will directly improve schol-
arship and social development:
smaller class sizes, school safety,
adequate supplies and giving
teachers the professional latitude
to tailor instruction to their stu-
dents’ needs. Students and par-
ents know that bureaucratic
changes have little bearing on
classroom interaction, which is
crucial to any hopes for sus-
tained academic improvement
in our schools.

Some editorial writers want
you to believe the chancellor is
right in wanting to use student
test scores to help determine
whether teachers are granted
tenure, but the truth is it will
undermine the integrity and
fairness of the process, deter
teachers from working with the
most challenging kids and fur-
ther exacerbate the focus on test
prep. (By the way, tenure is not
a lifetime job guarantee; it sim-
ply grants teachers the right to a
day in court before they are dis-
ciplined or fired.)

Some say another reorganiza-
tion of the school system is
worth considering. After all,

what harm could it do? Quite a
bit, actually.  A recent New York
Times editorial urged city and
state lawmakers and the State
Board of Regents to make sure
“the reforms are closely scruti-
nized and modified where nec-
essary to produce the best possi-
ble result.”

I agree. Every reorganization
has created great upheaval and
uncertainty for parents, stu-
dents, teachers and principals; it
usually takes them at least a year
to adjust to a slew of new regu-
lations and bureaucratic red
tape. Our students cannot
afford yet another year of educa-
tional drift and turbulence -
look at what just happened with
student bus route changes.

For several weeks now, the
city teachers’ union has been
running a television commercial
encouraging the public to listen
to teachers about educational
priorities. Ask a teacher and
you’ll hear nothing about struc-
ture. Instead you’ll hear about
the need for smaller classes,
more career and technical edu-
cation, music and art classes, less
emphasis on tests and greater
latitude.  

These are the things that real-
ly matter to parents and teach-
ers. It’s well past time for struc-
tural changes that don’t directly
translate to the classroom. Now
that we have, by the mayor’s
own words, the best teaching
force anywhere, it’s time to help
those closest to students - their
parents and the dedicated edu-
cators who teach them every
day.

What Really
Matters in
Schools
By Randi Weingarten

Mayor Bloomberg and Chancellor Klein recently
announced, with much fanfare, plans for yet
another top-to-bottom restructuring of the

nation’s largest school system designed to dismantle the
bureaucracy and shift all responsibility for educating kids
onto the shoulders of principals.

ADVERTISEMENT

FIND A NEW HIGH SCHOOL IN
BROOKLYN THAT’S RIGHT FOR YOU!

Brooklyn High School of the Arts
345 Dean Street, Brooklyn, NY 11217

Tuesday, February 13, 2007 - 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

MICHAEL R. BLOOMBERG, MAYOR JOEL I. KLEIN, CHANCELLOR

Call 3311 or visit 
http://schools.nyc.gov/NewSchools

for more information.

INFORMATION FAIR

• New small high schools offer an excellent education through personal attention 
& partnerships with non-profits & businesses.

• Representatives of new small high schools opening in Brooklyn in September 
2007 will be at the fairs to answer questions.

• Students who attend a fair or information session receive admissions priority; 
ask your guidance counselor for a NNew High School Choice Form to update 
your high school selections.

• Interpretation services will be available at the fair.

BROOKLYN
NEW HIGH
SCHOOLS

BROOKLYN

BRIEFS

By Dana Rubinstein
The Brooklyn Paper

Forget “Engaged and Underaged.” Hello,
“Brooklyn.”

MTV, in a nod to the borough’s red-hot
“cool” factor, is developing a reality show with
local teenagers, to be dubbed, “Brooklyn.” 

And, in a move as clever as a teenager’s de-
ceit, MTV first leaked the news to students and
teachers at Brooklyn Technical High School, in
Fort Greene — where the network will stage
casting calls.

“The premise is to paint an accurate picture
for America of what life is like for the average
Brooklyn high school student,” wrote Marc
Williams, an English teacher, in the Brooklyn
Tech student newspaper.

MTV told The Brooklyn Paper that it doesn’t
comment on shows in development, but Marge
Feinberg, spokeswoman for the city’s Depart-
ment of Education, confirmed the news.

“[Brooklyn Tech] has allowed a partner of
Russell Simmons, who is doing work for MTV,
to use a room for a casting call for a reality TV
show on Brooklyn, the borough,” said Feinberg. 

But MTV may not have chosen wisely.
Brooklyn Tech, on Fort Greene Place at Dekalb
Avenue, is one of the city’s elite “specialized”
high schools, with a student body gearing up for

institutions like Harvard — not the schools of
hard knocks that play so well on national televi-
sion.

“No matter what the show is about, I’m
wholly uninterested in it,” said Josh Margul, 17,
who writes for the student newspaper. 

“The people I’ve heard express interest in it
are in drama and chorus. Until I know what
MTV wants to get out of this, I wouldn’t throw
my name into the ring.”

He’s not the only less-than-enthusiastic stu-
dent.

“When I’ve had glimpses of things MTV’s
done with high school students in the past, like
‘Laguna Beach,’ it seems like they’re trying to
drag drama out of it...trying to manufacture a
story,” said Alex Faust, 18, who heads up the
school’s newspaper. 

“I don’t know a lot of people who would be
interested in [participating]. A lot of the parents
would be uneasy about it, too.”

(For the record, neither Margul nor Faust
could audition even if he wanted to — the cast-
ing call is limited to sophomores and juniors.)

And for parents worried about the prospect of
their children humiliating themselves on MTV,
Feinberg had some words of comfort. 

“Parental permission will be required [to par-
ticipate],” said Feinberg, adding, “We don’t al-
low filming during school hours.”

By Dana Rubinstein and Josh Saul
The Brooklyn Paper

A popular Park Slope children’s gym has finally reopened
after nearly a month of wrangling with the city, which shut-
tered the gym on Jan. 11 claiming that it was endangering its
kiddie customers. 

During the ensuing 23 days of closure, Powerplay gym sued
the Fire Department, claiming a violation of the gym owner’s
“civil rights” — and local karate kids suffered from unprece-
dented cabin fever during the recent cold snap.

But on Saturday morning, Powerplay was back in business —
well, partially, anyway.

The top floor of the Third Avenue and Seventh Street center
rang with the chatter of children jumping on trampolines, while
the first floor sat idle, its balance beam, trampoline and gymnas-
tics rings shrouded in dust.

The partial opening came almost a month to the day after
what the Fire Department described as a routine inspection re-
vealed a propane tank adjacent to the second-floor gym space
and an unsanctioned day-care facility.

Gym owner Fritz Jean maintained that he was just temporari-
ly housing the day-care center after its own quarters burned
down, and that the propane tank was actually an empty kerosene
tank for a barbecue.

Jean quickly removed the offending clutter and ejected the
day-care center, but it took three weeks, and a lawsuit, to get the
city to allow him to reopen. 

“It was a bureaucratic tangle,” he said, adding that he lost
$50,000 during the forced closure.

Meanwhile, area parents were thrilled to finally get their chil-
dren out of the house.

“Keeping kids at home in the winter is not fun,” said Brit
Henriksson, who was stuffing her daughter Samantha into her
winter clothes after a morning at the gym. 

Jean said the first floor of Powerplay won’t reopen until he fin-
ishes installing a proper storefront on the seven-year-old funhouse.

The Fire Department wouldn’t comment on the recent turn of
events.

By Ariella Cohen
The Brooklyn Paper

Bruce Ratner’s Atlantic Yards project would cast such long
shadows that the architect of a housing complex being built
across the street has scraped a plan to heat his building with
solar power.

“It’s just not an option for a building that will be in substantial
shade all year round,” said Magnis Magnusson, who is design-
ing the 80-unit “Atlantic Terrace” building that will rise next
year on Atlantic Avenue at South Portland Street — across the
street from Ratner’s proposed 16-tower mega-development.

Magnusson, who is working with the non-profit Fifth Avenue
Committee development group, said he harbored his green
dream until the state approved Ratner’s 30- to 50-story towers
this winter. 

“If the towers had been reduced to 20 or 25 stories, it would
have been possible,” he said.

Environmental impact studies for Atlantic Yards predicted that
Ratner’s project would cast shadows “for most of the … day”
during the spring and fall, and through the afternoon in the sum-
mer. In the winter months, light will be “severely” diminished.

Forest City Ratner did not return a call for comment.

By Christie Rizk
The Brooklyn Paper

Breaking news! The Forrest
Gump of Brooklyn — who
apparently had abandoned his
quest to run every single inch
of Brooklyn — now says he’ll
be back on the road as early as
next month.

Gary Jarvis, whose 1,599-
mile marathon has garnered at-
tention from Greenpoint to
Coney Island, has gone public
to deny reports that said he had
hung up his worn-out shoes.

Jarvis now says that he will
hit the road at the end of the
six-week break he began after
hitting the halfway mark nearly
three weeks ago. 

“I still plan on resuming this
whole running thing,” he posted
on his blog, runsbrooklyn, after
The Brooklyn Paper reported
that he would not finish be-
cause he had underestimated
the size of Brooklyn.

Jarvis did admit that he may
have given The Paper the im-
pression that he was spent.

“True enough, the first half
took its toll both mentally and
physically,” he wrote on the
blog, which is sometimes writ-
ten in Latin. 

“But I’m going to take a few
more weeks off, and if every-
thing heals up properly, I’ll pick
up the running right where I left
off — hopefully sometime in
early March.”

He’s optimistic, certainly.
And he also vows to complete
his other main marathon, writ-
ing his doctoral thesis — which
he’s been working on for al-
most a decade.

The Running Man had other
problems with The Paper’s arti-
cle, which likened him to “the
Forrest Gump of Brooklyn.”

“Between the ‘Forest Gump’
comparisons [and] aforemen-
tioned ‘Iowa native’ refer-
ences…it’s understandable how a

By Christie Rizk
The Brooklyn Paper

Prospect Park will get two
new skating rinks by the end of
2010 under a soon-to-be-an-
nounced plan.

The new skating center would
replace the existing Wollman
Rink, which is in disrepair after
nearly 45 years of pounding from
hockey teams and families flop-

ping all over the place. 
The proposed $25-million facili-

ty, called Lakeside Center, would
include two new rinks — one for
hockey and a smaller one for recre-
ational use — and would be built
on the Wollman Rink’s parking lot.

The new rinks will be open-air,
but the plan — which is being
pushed by the politically connect-
ed Prospect Park Alliance — in-
cludes a two-story building that

would house a café and classroom
space, among other amenities.

After completion, the Wollman
rink will be torn down to restore the
original landscaping, which was
once “one of the most beautiful vis-
tas in the park,” according to Al-
liance President Tupper Thomas.

The extra landscaping will cost
an additional $10 million. 

Funding has been lined up,
Thomas said, thanks to the gener-

ous support of local pols.
Thomas would not reveal the

name of the architect — but did
joke, “I can tell you it’s not Frank
Gehry,” a reference to the design-
er of Atlantic Yards.

With very little digging, The
Brooklyn Paper discovered that the
architects are Manhattan-based Tod
Williams and Billie Tsien, a hus-
band-and-wife duo. This will be
their first Brooklyn project.

Powerplay is
back in action

Double your fun at Prospect Park’s two new rinks

MTV trolls Tech for talent

Re-run for Bklyn’s Gump

Dream overshadowed

Skaters have a blast at Wollman Rink in Prospect Park.

MTV wants to film a reality show called “Brooklyn” — so naturally it came to Brooklyn
Tech HS to find camera-ready teens.

Th
e 

B
ro

o
kl

yn
 P

ap
er

/ 
D

en
ni

s 
W

. H
o

reader might [think] I’m some
kind of Midwestern rube stand-
ing at the edge of Brooklyn, rub-
bing his eyes in disbelief at the
sheer vastness of the Big City.”

Point of information: Who
doesn’t love Forrest Gump? The
guy may be fictional, but he did
run across the country — which
is a lot bigger than Brooklyn.

And another point of infor-
mation: Jarvis is not a Midwest-
ern rube. The Paper did say he
was “an Iowa native,” but he’s
actually from New Jersey (we
thought we were doing him a
favor).

Overall, Jarvis wondered on
his blog “whether the casual
treatments of the facts is due to
specific editorial policy or a
young reporter’s inexperience.”

Point of information: We’ll
be the first people at the finish
line with a bottle of Champagne
if Jarvis finishes.

Gary Jarvis now says he will
get back on the road.

The Fifth Avenue Committee wants to build this green
building on Atlantic Avenue near South Portland Street.
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Call: 230-5255 • 763 President Street (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.)

Day
School,
Inc.

A fully licensed and certified preschool

■■ 2-4 year old programs

■■ Licensed teachers

■■ Optimal educational equipment

■■ Exclusive outdoor facilities

■■ Indoor Gym facilities

■■ 2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings,
afternoons or full days

■■ Spacious Classrooms

■■ Enriched Curriculum

■■ Caring, loving environment

FAMILY CLASSIFIEDS
Entertainment

A39

Rico the CloRico the Clownwn
Magician & Comical Nerd

Birthday parties and special
occasions — Adults & Kids. Comedy,
Magic, Balloon Sculpting, Puppets,
Games, M.C., Comic Roastings.
“University Professor of Speech & Communications”

718-434-9697
917-318-9092

A45

Instruction

SLOPE MUSIC
Instrumental & Vocal

Jazz • Classical • Folk • Rock
Call for free interview

slopemusic.com
Bands available

718-768-3804 A07

Magicians • Clowns • Jugglers
Facepaint • Cotton Candy • Bounce Tents

Shows Starting @ $99
www.MagicalEntertainmentPlus.com

917.549.1272

“Quality Magic At Affordable Prices”

Photography

A07/43

Tutors

SAT Test Prep/Tutoring
Princeton Grad, 10+ yrs exp.

teaching SAT/Writing. Tutoring

or small group instruction.

Math group meets Sat. 12:45 to

3:15 in Park slope (2 open seats).

edantoine.com (718) 501-5111.
A08

Call for Holiday Packages
718.369.0244 nikibistudio.com

President’s Week
Mini-Camp
February 19-23, 2006
5 days of trips & activities
based in Park Slope

Open House for
Summer Camp
Sunday, February 11, 2006
presentations at 12 and 1pm
339 8 St. just below 6 Ave.

PARK SLOPE • WINDSOR TERRACE • BAY RIDGE • KENSINGTON

Our Camp
• Variety of programs for

campers age 31/2 to 15

• Safe, fun, stimulating
environment

• Very flexible registration;
accommodating 9 week
season

• Free morning transportation
from most Bay Ridge and
Brownstone Brooklyn areas

• Established 1992

718-304-7868
www.parkslopedaycamp.com

Swimming at a lake, pool and the beach.
Weekly hikes and trips to Museums, Zoos,
Playgrounds, The Aquarium, Liberty Science
Center, Bowling and a special trip to Sesame Pl.

Daily Trips to:

Flexible Schedule: 3, 4, 5 or 6 weeks.
3, 4 or 5 days a week.

Early drop-off (8am) and late pick up (6pm) available

Ages 5 to 11 years

Park Slope • (718) 768-6419

Physically Active, Nature Oriented,
Outdoor, Traveling Day Camp

Experienced, Carefully Chosen, Adult Staff27 years of
operation

MIX IT UP!
At KIDS COOK!, our ten-week program
teaches children essential kitchen skills
and techniques. Kids learn how to measure,
sift, mix, whip, cut, grate and knead,
as they prepare wholesome and delicious
foods from around the world.

• Afterschool classes
• Private Parties
• Fun & learning for ages 5-13

Classes meet at 170 Hicks St.
in Brooklyn Heights

To register, call Jane at (718) 797-0029
www.kidscookbrooklyn.com

SMART
mom

By Louise Crawford

Feeling the Valentine’s love
SOMETHING IS IN THE

air. Two of Smartmom’s
lovelorn friends are find-

ing love again. And that is so
inspiring. 

These are friends who’ve
been through the emo-
tional mill. Harried
Harriet endured an un-
pleasant marriage that
resulted in an unpleas-
ant divorce.  And Mar-
ian Fontana lost her
firefighter husband on
9-11. Grief stricken,
she learned how to be a single
mom as she struggled to heal
and move forward after that
life-changing event. 

Harried Harriet found love
on eHarmony. And a really
good man who loves her back.
They’re living together and
planning to get married soon.
When her divorce comes
through, that is. 

Marian met her guy on a
blind date, sort of. The man she
was supposed to meet chick-
ened out and he sent his friend
instead. 

They hit it off right a way.
When Marian told Smartmom
and Divorce Diva about her
blind date over drinks a year
ago at Black Pearl she told
them, “He’s the one.” 

If raised eyebrows could
talk. Divorce Diva and Smart-
mom could barely contain their
skepticism. Take it slow, they
cautioned. What’s the rush? 

“We just don’t want you to
get hurt,” Diva said. 

To be honest, there was sure-

ly a spray of jealousy in the air.
New love sounded like such
fun to long-married Smartmom
and the recently divorced Di-
vorce Diva. It had been a long
time since either of them had

been wined and dined at the
Rainbow Room. 

A S TIME WENT ON,
Marian’s new love affair
escalated unabated. A

couple of months in, “the One”
told her that he wanted “Ring of
Fire” to play at their wedding. 

Now she was telling him to
slow down. Besides, she
thought it was an odd choice of
song. Considering. 

Still, things moved fast as
they often do when two deci-
sive people fall head over heels
in love. Plus, her new man was
crazy about her son. And vise-
versa. 

It was a match made in heav-
en. 

Sure, they had their ups and
downs. Arguments. Heavy
talks. Nights spent sleeping on
the couch. It wouldn’t be a real
relationship without all that. In
fact, one of the reasons Marian
loves “the One” as much as she
does is that he is willing to talk,
analyze and talk some more
about just about everything. 
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PARENT
In other words, he’s in thera-

py. And there’s nothing more
romantic than a guy in therapy. 

So, last week, on the an-
niversary of their first date, he
proposed. And he did every-
thing right. 

First, he told her 10-year-old
son what he had in mind to
make sure he was on board.
And boy-oh-boy was Marian’s
son excited. 

Then, he went to Green-
Wood Cemetery to ask for per-
mission from Marian’s late
great husband, Dave. 

On a cold January day, he
waited and waited. It’s not
easy to get a thumbs-up from
the dead, but “the One” did re-
ceive a sign. 

Smartmom won’t say how
he knew. Marian is a writer and
that’s her story to tell. 

LAST WEEK, SMART-
mom, Divorce Diva,
Cinderella, and Marian

got together at Santa Fe Grill
for a congratulatory glass of
champagne (except, they don’t
serve champagne there, so they
had to settle for the house
Chardonnay).

Marian remembered last
year’s raised eyebrows. “You
guys thought I was crazy,” she
said. 

The group wanted to hear
every detail of “the One’s” pro-
posal. And Marian obliged with
her usual gusto. 

Then she showed off her
beautiful new engagement ring
that she was wearing on her
pinky finger. 

“Why is it on your pinky?”
Smartmom asked. 

“The One” had grabbed a
ring from her jewelry box so
he’d know her finger size.
Problem was, he snatched a
pinky ring. The new ring needs
to be resized.

Staring at Marian’s pinky-
sized engagement ring, Smart-
mom realized that along with
happiness, her friend was also
experiencing just a smidgen of
pain. It can’t be easy getting en-

gaged when you’re still some-
one else’s wife. 

Like the ring, this engage-
ment would take a while to re-
ally fit. 

While Marian will never stop
loving Dave, the father of her
adorable child, she can still create
a great life with someone new. 

Her love for her late husband
and her love for “the One” are
not mutually exclusive. And

that’s something “the One” un-
derstands. 

And that’s why he is “the
One.” It won’t always be easy,
but the openness these two
share will go a long way toward
making this a wonderful and
lasting marriage. 

Louise Crawford is the writer
of “Only the blog knows Brook-
lyn” and the keeper of the “Park
Slope 100.”
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Gan Menachem

Kiddie
KORNER
JEWISH PRESCHOOL

In the heart of Brooklyn Heights - Close to all transportation

Call Shternie Raskin for a tour: (718) 596-4840 x25

117 Remsen Street (between Clinton & Henry Sts)
Open 8am to 6pm, Monday - Friday • kiddiekorner.org

Warm, loving, experienced care for babies,
toddlers and young children up to 5 years.

We invited Leon Freilich to
weigh in with some low-cal
verse. Here is this week’s poem,

“leon.freilich@gmail.com.”

I never had a middle name,
I missed an awful lot.
My thanks to you, e-mail 

address —
You’ve gone and dubbed 

me “Dot.”

Jokes ain’t on
Bruce at ‘Laugh’
By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

In the end, Bruce Ratner
wasn’t that funny.

Comedians stayed away
from jokes at the expense the
Atlantic Yards developer at
Tuesday night’s anti-Atlantic
Yards fundraiser, “Laugh Don’t
Destroy,” at Union Hall in Park
Slope.

With Ratner off the table, the
overflow crowd of 150 was
treated to the usual array of
jokes about urinating, flatulat-
ing, defecating, masturbating,
douching, drinking one’s own
urine (it’s sterile, you know)
and, of course, “Star Trek.”

But mostly, it was crude,
rude and hilarious. And lucra-
tive. The event raised $2,000
for Develop Don’t Destroy’s le-
gal battle against Atlantic Yards,
said spokesman Daniel Gold-
stein. [See page 1 for more on
the lawsuit.]

Host Baron Vaughn opened
up by saying that there were so
many mean people in his build-
ing that he must “live on top of
an a—hole burial ground.”

Bobby Tisdale earned
screams with his imitation of
“peeing like a little boy.”

Andrea Rosen described be-
ing so appalled at some guy
popping a zit on a subway train
that she pulled out a bottle of
“Summer’s Eve” and cleaned
her genitals for the entire 45-
minute ride to Manhattan.

ATLANTIC YARDS COVERAGE 

a human blush.
“We have so many mated pairs now,” said Pa-

tricia Cole, the zoo’s curator of animals.
The love-fest includes:
• A pair of kestrels (think falcons) named

Arthur and Guinevere who are madly in love. 
How can you tell? “They sit closely together,”

Cole said. “And they pick nits right off each oth-
er.”

Too much information.
• A pair of Emerald tree boas who squeeze so

closely together that they look like one snake.
“We’re thinking of putting some shades on

them,” Cole said. “You can see them doing it.
Rocky, the male, wraps himself so tightly around
Esmey that people think he’s trying to kill her. But
no, that’s what snake love looks like.”

Too much information.
• Two black lion tamarins, Sharon and Ozzie,

whose love affair consists mainly of langorous naps.
“They also groom each other,” Cole said,

though she cast some doubt on the passion that
this couple shares. “They’re monogamous, but it’s
mostly because they have no other choices. It’s
definitely ‘love the one you’re with’ in their case.
But they do groom each other.”

Too much information.
Cole said humans could learn a few lessons

from the supposedly lower orders.
“Humans take themselves far too seriously,”

she said. “Animals are far more accepting of one
another and their expectations are not as high.

“Of course, the other important thing to learn is
that the couple that grooms together, stays together.”

Too much information. — Gersh Kuntzman

� Cat lovers
At this time of year, it’s important to take a step

back and realize that it’s not just humans who suf-
fer the vicissitudes of love — the broken hearts,
the disloyalty, the cragged scars.

Take the story of the Persian cat and the alley
cat, star-crossed lovers in the wilds of Red Hook.
Their ill-fated tale comes courtesy of Julia Niego,
who witnessed their romance through her
Richards Street basement apartment window.

“There used to be just a male cat who came
around in the fall,” said Niego, describing a
striped-grey tabby that “looked the part of the
seedy alley cat.” 

And just in time for Valentine’s Day, he resur-
faced with a bang. And with company.

“About a week ago, in the middle of the night,
[he and his visitor] started making a lot of noise,”
recalled Niego. 

“My boyfriend asked, ‘What’s wrong?’And I
said, ‘They’re having sex.’”

Unfortunately for the building’s human resi-
dents, it wasn’t a one-night stand. 

“The next night, we could hear the girl cat and
the boy cat,” said Niego. “The tomcat had this
deep baritone voice, and the female cat had a
higher voice and she made these strangled, chirp-
ing sounds.

“The whole building was talking about it.”
Like so many Brooklyn love affairs, this one

turned sour before it could even begin.

The next night, the lady cat returned to the
backyard searching for her lover, but he never
showed. She cried the whole night.

“My boyfriend said, ‘That’s so sad. He ditched
her. He totally ditched her.’ ”

For the next few days, the spurned lover haunt-
ed Niego’s backyard, mewing for her mate. The
crying got to Niego.

“I felt bad,” she said. “So I opened the door, and
there’s this beautiful, charcoal-gray, puffy, Persian
cat. And I say, ‘You wanna come in?’She stared at
me, backed away slowly and never returned.”

Niego has turned philosophical about the ro-
mance. 

“When I met her, I thought she was kind of a
snob and I didn’t feel much sympathy for her,”
said Niego. “I was like, ‘Honey this is what hap-
pens when you go slumming with the alley cat.’ ”

Her upstairs neighbor, Hannah Gersen, had a
different take on the matter.

“I had cats growing up,” said Gersen. “My first
cat, Alexandra, got pregnant. And then her
boyfriend ate her kittens.”

“I don’t want anything like that happening in
my backyard.” — Dana Rubinstein

� The art of craft
As a “wingwoman” for a class called The Art

of Rapport — which promises to teach men how
to build “iron-clad trust” with “any woman” in
“mere minutes” — my job was to “act natural”
while, one by one, the students approached me to
try out their new techniques. 

“You look like a creative person. What do you
do?” Um.

“Hey, do you know any cool bars around here?”
No.

“Actually, that was just an excuse to come flirt
with you.” Oh. 

For $20 an hour, I managed to tone down my
characteristic unfriendliness to a level of awk-
wardness that these men seemed to find charming.
In fact, I began to worry that they saw it as some-
thing we had in common — as a sign that I might,
after all, be just the girl for them. 

The more awkward I caused our conversations
to become, the more dangerously they began to
swerve towards real life. 

I revealed to one of the men that I lived in
Brooklyn. 

“Really? Me too! Which part?” He was one of
the normal-looking ones, with a pleasantly round
face, glasses, and an Indian accent. Not attractive,
but he looked like a decent neighbor — the kind
of person I might see while swimming at the Y, or
grocery shopping on Atlantic Avenue.

These possibilities seemed to suggest a new an-
swer to the question: What kind of person would
take a class like this? He could have been anyone. 

Or, more creepily, they could be anywhere. 
They could be pulling up behind you with their

shopping carts at Fairway, or elbowing their way
beside you at a bar in Park Slope. (If he asks you
what your favorite kind of ice cream is, RUN.) 

True, after hours of telling one guy after another
that no, I don’t know any cool places to hang out, it
was a relief to discover a fellow Brooklynite.

Still, I wasn’t about to tell him where I lived.
—  Kayla Soyer-Stein

LOVE IN B’KLYN…
Continued from page 1

“If this is their approach,”
Kraus said, “I would like to talk
to [the plaintiffs] about buying
stock in that nice bridge I
passed on way over here.” 

Kraus asked the judge to dis-
miss the case, though admitted
that the amount of tax revenue,
the number of affordable units
and the number of jobs that will
be created by the Ratner’s
Xanadu had dropped since the
project was introduced. 

He said that the changes did-
n’t alter “the fact that this proj-
ect would create affordable
housing, eliminate blight and
bring an arena to Brooklyn.”

The hearing, ostensibly to de-
bate a motion to dismiss the case
put forward by Ratner, the city
and the state, ended inconclusive-
ly with Federal Judge Robert

DOMAIN…
Continued from page 1 Levy promising to issue a deci-

sion “as soon as possible.”
It is unlikely that Levy will

dismiss the federal eminent do-
main complaint, a complicated,
case filed by Goldstein, who is
also spokesman for Develop
Don’t Destroy Brooklyn, and
12 other Prospect Heights prop-
erty owners who believe that
their homes are being taken for
a development that will prima-
rily benefit Ratner, rather than
the public. 

Legal experts said that Levy
could send the constitutional
claim to state court, where most
eminent domain complaints are
heard. 

In New York’s courts, the
case could have a harder time
because of its judges’ reluctance
to rule against other govern-
mental bodies on land-seizure

cases, said eminent domain
lawyer Robert Goldstein, who
is no relation to the plaintiff.

Throughout the four-hour
hearing, the players brandished a
newfound mastery of arcane le-
gal precedents, but little new in-
sight on the case at hand, known
formally as “Goldstein v. Pataki.”

Ratner’s lawyer Jeffrey Braun
used the same line of argument
that he used in fighting an earlier
lawsuit intended to stop the proj-
ect — namely that Ratner’s mini-
city would revitalize a “blighted”
area in Prospect Heights, where
brownstones sell for more than
$1 million.

Braun pleaded with the
judge to drop the case as quick-
ly as he could. 

“It would be torture to allow
this case to move forward,” he
said. 

Should this case get dismissed,
opponents are prepping another
battle, this time against the state’s
supposedly flawed environmen-
tal impact statement.

Gilad Foss got a big laugh
from former congressional can-
didate, and anti-Yards activist,
Chris Owens by impersonating
Martin Luther King, Jr. when
he encouraged Nichelle Nich-
ols, who played Lt. Uhura on
the 1960s sci-fi classic, to re-
main on the show.

When Ratner was evoked —
in a call-and-repeat chant led by
Develop Don’t Destroy volun-
teer Jezra Kaye, who held a pic-
ture of Ratner on stage — there
were about as many laughs as a
hernia operation.

“I know a man whose name
is Ratner,” Kaye started out.
“Takes our money to get fatter.”

It went downhill from there.

Fortunately, the professional
comics were on hand to keep
the mirth coming.

Mostly. The evening almost
came to blows when Manhat-
tan-based jokester Jon Ben-
jamin told an uproarious story
about how Brooklyn is really
like his little brother, looking up
to him, asking for advice,
watching him “f—k a super-
model.”

A heckler in the front row
had heard enough.

“I don’t think you’re funny,”
the heckler said.

Benjamin tried to win over
the heckler, but was in danger
of losing the entire room until
the heckler’s wife said, “I think
he’s funny.”

With his victory in hand,
Benjamin then showed a ri-
otous video of his encounter
with “Brooklyn,” the mus-
tached face of the borough that
appeared to him one day.

Benjamin told “Brooklyn”
that he wanted to help the battle
against overdevelopment, but
“Brooklyn” wouldn’t hear of it.

“We need the jobs,” the
“Brooklyn” character told him.
Eventually, Benjamin came
around to “Brooklyn’s” posi-
tion, even offering to sexually
gratify him.

But the brief encounter end-
ed when Benjamin noticed that
“Brooklyn” was speaking with
a Chicago accent.

“I grew up in Chicago before I
moved to me,” “Brooklyn” said. 

Chelsea Peretti at the Laugh
Don’t Destroy fundraiser.
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YOUR LOCAL AGENT

COMMERCIAL LOFTS

Accountants

DOUGLAS CONDON
Certified Public Accountant

• tax planning and preparation

• accounting, auditing

• advisory services

• co-op and condo management

Park Slope Office

718-788-3913
A41

Computer Cabling

A8/28

VOICE • DATA • FIBER

VIDEO • AUDIO

INSTALLATIONS
212 619-3132

CABLESANDCHIPSINC.COM

Free
Onsite
Survey

We Know Brooklyn Best
All Points Real Estate

A full-service brokerage matching property owners
with prospective tenants and buyers

Specializing in Brooklyn’s Brownstone Neighborhoods.

•Brooklyn Heights •Carroll Gardens •Park Slope
•Boreum Hill •Prospect Heights •Fort Greene
•Cobble Hill •Clinton Hill •Bed-Stuy
•East Williamsburg/Bushwick.

Check out our inventory: ALLPOINTSRE.COM
All Points Real Estate

80 Livingston St. (near Court Street)

(718) 858-6100
E18

Computers

Call the TECH VET!
HE MAKES HOUSE CALLS!
Flat Rate and Hourly Service

MAC Specialist

646-932-3744
Yes, that’s a local call! UFN

COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
Firewall Protection - Network Installation
(wired and wireless), Virus and Spyware
Removal - System and Hardware Upgrades,
Repair and General Maintenance, On-site
Service - Se habla español. Free estimate.

(917) 415-6807
www.praxisinfo.biz

A42

Merchandise Wanted
Bob & Judi’s Coolectibles
LOOKING TO BUY

FROM COOL FUNKY RETRO
TO COUNTRY STUFF
AND FINE ANTIQUES

ONE ITEM TO ENTIRE ESTATES

718-638-5770
217 - 5th Ave (Union/Pres. Sts.)

A9/31-02

computer

catch
cold?

Brownstone Brooklyn

florida real estate?
www.nyfraninflorida.com

Fran Rizzuto, Realtor
Prudential Florida WCI Realty
Wellington/West Palm Beach

(561) 307-0471
email: nyfraninflorida@aol.com

Florida Agents

introducing a fresh
concept in owning your
business space
68 Lofts including 9,900 sf retail starting from $250,000 Offering
an undiscovered market for business owners. Make it yours.

greenpointlofts.com

Sales Center
231 Norman Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11222
718 689 4444

Louis Puopolo,
Director of Strategic
Development

Equinet Properties,
Exclusive Marketing
and Sales Agent

A12

JOBS

MERCHANDISE
AND SERVICES

To Advertise in
The Brooklyn Paper

Classifieds Section please call

(718) 834-9350

HOME
IMPROVEMENT
CLASSIFIEDS
continued from Home Improvement page

REAL ESTATE

This awesome Midwood Street 4-story town-
house located in Historic Lefferts Manor
kicks off the New Year!  Designed and built
in 1898, the house is filled with gorgeous peri-
od details and beautifully lit by round arched
bay windows and three skylights!  Original
layout includes a double parlor, FDR, five
bedrooms and two full bathrooms, plus two
half baths. The garden level features the pre-
ferred open plan layout with a family room
and large EIK that leads to a pretty landscaped

S. garden. Steps to Enduro (Lefferts' newest rest.), park/
subway/botanic garden. 30 minutes to mid-town Manhattan!

BROWNHARRISSTEVENS.COM

Price: $1.375M
Web #: 561210

Exclusive Sales Agents:
Bette Cunningham
718.399.4120
bcunningham@bhsusa.com

Marta Maletz
718.399.4116
mmaletz@bhsusa.com

A07

For Rent / Brooklyn

A50

Brooklyn

Lefferts Gardens
3 bedroom co-ops across from
Prospect Park. Formal living
room, formal dining room, large
eat-in-kitchen, plenty of closets,
low maintenance, needs some
TLC. Century 21 Classic Realty.

(718) 968-2222
A06

Brooklyn

East New York
2 family house for sale. 3BRs over
3BRs. Finished basement, jacuzzi,
parking. 600 Van Sicklen Ave.
CAVIAR REAL ESTATE.

(718) 855-4874
ER29

Staten Island

Mariner’s Harbor
3BR, 1.5 bath, 2-story, built 1988.
Central Air, FP, HWF, new ww car-
pet, new appl, DW, W/D, fenced
yd, trees. Photos at :
tinyurl.com/y2hdpq

$373,000 (917) 952-8659
A09

HOUSES

CO-OPS
& CONDOS

Apartments & Rooms Direct from Owners!

BROWSE & LIST FREE!
All Cities & Areas!

Studios; 1-2 Bdrms; $800-2000

1-877-FOR-RENT

APARTMENTS

It is advised that you research all companies before responding to any of these ads. Under NO circumstances should you send
money in advance or give out your checking acct, license or credit card numbers. Long distance rates may apply

CADNET

ADOPTION
PREGNANT? Consider adoption. 24/7. Receive pic-
tures/info. YOU choose your baby’s family! Financial
assistance. 1-866-236-7638. Lic#123021.

AUTOMOTIVE
$500 POLICE IMPOUNDS! Tax Repos, DEA, more!
Also Trucks, SUVs and more! For listings 1-800-425-
1620x1084.

WANTED JAPANESE MOTORCYCLES: Kawasaki Z1-
900, KZ900, KZ1000, H2-750, H1-500, S1-250, S2-
350, S3-400. Cash Paid. 1-800-772-1142. 1-310-721-
0726.

BUSINESS OPPTYS
VEND BIZ 4 SALE $6795. 10877-3-GAINES, AIN
BO2523 for FLA.

ALL CASH BUSINESS! Local candy vending route.
$50K/yr. potential. 30 machines + candy. $5,995. Call
1-800-704-5414.

EXTRAS, ACTORS, MODELS! $125-$750+/day. No
exp. required. All looks needed! 1-800-556-6103, Ext.
504

FREE CASH GRANTS! $700 - $800,000++ **2007**
NEVER REPAY! Personal/Medical Bills, Business,
School/House. Almost Everyone qualifies! Live
Operators! AVOID DEADLINES! Listings, 1-800-270-
1213, Ext. 279

Absolutely All Cash! Do you earn $800/day? Vending
route. 30 machines + candy. $9995. 1-800-807-6485.
(Not valid SD/CT)

EDUCATION
YOUR ACCREDITED HIGH SCHOOL Diploma in 30
days or less. No classes. FREE evaluation.
www.FinishHighSchool.com 1-866-290-6596.

EMPLOYMENT
MYSTERY SHOPPERS! Earn up to $150 daily. Get paid
to shop pt/ft. Call now 800-690-1272.

EXTRAS, ACTORS, MODELS! $125-$750+/day. No
exp. required. All looks needed! 1-800-556-6103
Extension 598

POST OFFICE NOW HIRING. Avg. $20/hr. $57K yr.
Benefits, OT, PT/FT. 1-800-584-1775, Ext.7601, USWA

Avon. General Information. Earn extra money. 1-800-
796-2622. Ind. Sls. Rep.

FINANCIAL
NEED CASH? Lawsuit Pending? We can help! No-risk
cash advances. CJB Funding. 1-800-594-3029.
www.cjbfunding.com

$50,000 GUARANTEED! NEVER REPAY. GOV/PRI-
VATE GRANTS/ School / Business/ Buy /Fix Home or
Pay Bills. AS SEEN ON TV 800-679-8994

FREE CASH GRANTS! $700 - $800,000++ **2007**
NEVER REPAY! Personal/Medical Bills, Business,
School/House. Almost Everyone qualifies! Live
Operators! AVOID DEADLINES! Listings, 1-800-270-
1213, Ext. 280

NEED A LOAN? No credit - BAD credit - Bankruptcy -
Repossession - Personal Loans - Auto Loans -
Consolidation Loans AVAILABLE! “We have been
helping people with credit problems since 1991”. Call
1-800-654-1816. 

Classified AD NETwork

Trusts, Estates, Wills, Proxies
Free Consultation Available at

LAW OFFICES OF Peter G. Gray, P.C.
(718) 237-2023

Elderlaw • Probate • Estate Litigation • Deed Transfers
Medicaid Planning • Home and Hospital Visits Available

189 Montague Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201
A38

Immigration Attorney
Deportation & removal defense
Asylum, family/spousal &
employment-based immigrant
visas, H-1B petitions
Se habla espanol

Andrew Ehrinpreis
718-522-4348
548 Court Street, Suite #2
Bklyn, NY 11231 E51

EVICTIONS
•LANDLORD AND TENANT CASES

•50 YEARS EXPERIENCE
•REAL ESTATE CLOSINGS

Goldberg & Lustig, Esqs
188 Montague Street, 5th Floor

(718) 858-4250

“We fight hard for you!”

ER02

ATTORNEYS
ACCIDENTS – Free Consultation
Personal Attention to your Personal Injury

Arthur Unterman (718) 643-4000
26 Court Street, #1806, Brooklyn, NY

• Auto/Bus/Train
• Trips & Falls
• Wrongful Death
• Construction Accidents

• Sidewalk/Road Defects
• Building/Stairs
• Truck Accidents

Se habla espanol/Consulta Gratis 718-858-2525

CLIPANDSAVE
E30-46

A29

W13

W10
FOCUS . . . We Can Help!

• Child Support • Custody
• Paternity • Maintenance • Visitation

• Orders of Protection
Available FREE:

Paralegal Assistance - Court Advocacy - Referrals to
Social Service Agencies - Educational Seminars -

Legal Clinics - Initial consultation, Refer to Attorney if 
Necessary - Newsletters - AND MORE!

FOCUS: FOR OUR CHILDREN AND US
Call Monday-Friday, 9am-5pm: Brooklyn (718) 596-1017

Staten Island

Emerson Hill
Douglas Rd. Area. Elegant 10 rm
brk. C/H col in pvt, picturesque
area just mins frm VZ Bridge. 2
story entry, xquisite frml rms.
Gourmet kit. MBR suite + 3 add’l
brs. C/A, Grt rm w WBFPL &
views of gorgeous gdn. 26,00SF
level, landscaped grounds. Dbl
gar _ ext pkng. Winter waterview
$1,975,000. Brkr. (718) 981-0255.
Photos at Connielanehomes.com

A09

Snug Harbor
Premier Area Picture Perfect 3
story C/H Dutch Colonial (c.1895)
on elegant tree-lined street steps
from SI Bot Gdn & SH Cultural
Ctr. Fab Vict dtls. Bay windows,
twin parlors, proches, 4 WBFP-
SLS, 9’ clngs, MBR w fplc + 5
add’l brs. Chef’s kit. Mod bths.
Full bsmnt. Mins to trans & ferry.
$799,900. Brkr. (718) 981-0255.
Photos at Connielanehomes.com

A09

New Jersey

Trenton, NJ
2 fam 2br each. Great Investment or
Buyers Delight. Totally Remodeled – 
All New Brick Semi detached. Owner
motivated to sell Price reduced to
$195,000. Call Donna-Maria Ratico
(609) 587-9300 x330. Remax Tri-
County.

A07

Renter’s Insurance
Only $12.66 – Everyone Qualifies

$10,000 coverage against fire
& forced-entry theft

Melvin M. Hurwitz
105 Court St. in Dwntn, Bklyn

718-596-2000
Real Estate/Insurance/Notary Public

E13

INSURANCE

HOUSES

SOCIAL SECURITY
DISABILITY APPEALS
FREE OFFICE CONSULTATION
Stewart J. Diamond, Esq.

OFFICE LOCATED AT
111 Livingston St., Suite 1110, Bklyn, NY

(718) 210-4738
A10

PERSONAL INJURY
MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

Exclusive Plaintiff’s Practice
Automobile – Construction – Products

General Negligence

800-675-8556
GREGORY S. GENNARELLI, ESQ

The Woolworth Building
233 Broadway – Suite 950

New York, NY 10279
* free consultation

GSGennarelli@Salsack.com
A10

HEALTH & FITNESS
AFFORDABLE HEALTH BENEFITS. $154.95 monthly
for family. Hospitalization, Prescriptions, Dental,
Vision, More. Everyone accepted. 800-971-7075

HELP WANTED
EARN EXTRA INCOME assembling CD cases from
home. Start immediately. No experience necessary.
www.easywork-greatpay.com 1-800-341-6573x1525.

ASSEMBLE MAGNETS & CRAFTS FROM HOME!
Year-round Work! Excellent Pay! No Experience! TOLL
FREE 1-866-398-1113, code-11

$1500 WEEKLY Guaranteed. Now accepting applica-
tions. $50 CASH Hiring Bonus. 888-318-1638.
www.USMailingGroup.com

COMPANY EXPANDING in your area. $1400 weekly
guarantee! Work from Home! FT/PT. No experience
necessary. $200 cash hiring bonus! 1-800-210-7347.
www.TheLPMarketingGroup.com

MISC FOR SALE
SATELLITE TV CHEAP!! FREE installation. No equip-
ment to buy! Free digital recorder upgrade! Up to 250
digital channels. FREE portable DVD player. 1-800-
536-0375

MISCELLANEOUS
HEALTHCARE for $59.93/mo!! NEW, LOW PRICE! Per
family! Prescriptions, Dental, Vision, Hospitalization,
More!  Call!! 800-891-4312.

WIN CASH PRIZES! Enter contests at www.buckor-
buy.com - Our website offers you family fun, advertis-
ing, business, trades, shopping and more! 570-833-
2582, 570-833-7025 (fax).

MISCELLANEOUS
NEED A POKER Sponsor? Want to share in
tournament winnings? Connect with players & spon-
sors worldwide at: www.rounderauction.com
(Complimentary Coupon FREE07)

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from home. Medical,
Business, Paralegal, Computers, Criminal Justice. Job
placement assistance. Computer provided. Financial
aid if qualified.
866-858-2121. www.OnlineTidewaterTech.com

REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL! Get a 4-room All-Digital
Satellite system installed for FREE and programming
starting under $20. FREE Digital Video Recorders to
new callers, so call now. 1-800-795-3579.

REAL ESTATE
TIMESHARE RESALES. Buy, Sell, Rent. No commission
or broker fees. 800-640-6886. www.buyatimeshare.com

TENNESSEE, 1-3 ac. Homesites. Introductory prices.
Deed restricted comm. w/parks & lakes. Wooded &
paved roads. Owner financing, low down. 1-888-811-
2158. www.TNLots.com

BANK FORECLOSURES! Homes from $10,000. Repos,
REOS, etc. These homes must sell! For listings 1-800-
425-1743x3028.

North Carolina MOUNTAIN CABIN!!! $89,900. E-Z to
finish interior. Land Sale 1-8 acres . $29,900-$89,900
w/dramatic views,  paved roads, utilities. 828-247-9966

WANTED TO BUY
WANTED! OLD GIBSON LES PAUL GUITARS!
Especially 1950’s models! Fender, Gibson, Martin,
Gretsch, D’Angelico, Rickenbacker, Stromberg,
Ephiphone. (1900- 1970’s) TOP DOLLAR PAID! Old
FENDER AMPS! It’s easy. Call toll free 1-866-433-8277
CALL TODAY.

Help Wanted

NURSE/RN
Adult Day Health Care
Center located in Park Slope,
Brooklyn seeks dynamic RN.
Requires minimum 1-2 years
experience, good clinical &
communication skills along
with a strong commitment to
quality care. Experience in
ADHC, community health
and/or geriatrics a plus. Bi-
lingual Russian strongly pre-
ferred. Professional support-
ive team, great work environ-
ment, competitive salary/
benefits. Please fax or email
your resume to attn: HEDDA
VENABLES. EOE M/F

Fax: (718) 789-3536

Email: heddav@nadhcc.com
W07

Help Wanted

Great Opportunity for
“LOAN OFFICERS”, no
experience necessary, will
train.

Elite Financing

(718) 304-7452
E29

Income Opptys

Post Office Now Hiring
Average Pay $20/hour or $57K/annually
including federal benefits and overtime.
Paid training and vacations.

1 (800) 584-1775

USWA

EXTENSION # 5802
W12

It is advised that you research all compa-
nies before responding to any of these ads.
Under NO circumstances should you send
money in advance or give out your check-
ing acct, license or credit card numbers.
Long distance rates may apply

Accountants

TheBusinessStore.com
Accounting, Bookkeeping,

Individual & Corporate Tax Preparation

718-623-6528
240 Dekalb Avenue, 3rd Fl.

bet. Vanderbilt & Claremont Aves. • FORT GREENE
(Above 2 Steps Down Restaurant)

AUTHORIZED CENTER A3/8/12/51

Notice is hereby given that an Order
entered by the Civil Court, Kings County on
the 1st day of February, 2007, bearing
Index Number N500083/2007, a copy of
which may be examined at the Office of the
Clerk, located at CIVIL COURT, KINGS
COUNTY, 141 Livingston Street, Brooklyn,
New York 11201, in room 007, grants me
the right to: Assume the name of: Shaun-
Marley Duncan. My present name is: Shaun
Marley Duncan Tatman. My present address
is: 321 Clinton Avenue, Brooklyn, New York
11205. My place of birth is: New York, New
York. My date of birth is: May 24, 2000.

BP06

Notice is hereby given that an Order
entered by the Civil Court, Kings County on
the 26th day of January, 2007, bearing
Index Number N500070/2007, a copy of
which may be examined at the Office of the
Clerk, located at CIVIL COURT, KINGS
COUNTY, 141 Livingston Street, Brooklyn,
New York 11201, in room 007, grants me
the right to: Assume the name of: Robert
Preston Dawson. My present name is:
Robert Preston Martinez-Dawson. My pres-
ent address is: 165 Prospect Park West,
Brooklyn, New York 11215. My place of
birth is: Brooklyn, New York. My date of
birth is: January 13, 1984. BP06

LEGAL NOTICE

Tree Service

Serving all the 5 Boroughs
JC TREE SERVICE

All Phase of Tree WorkFREE ESTIMATES LICENSED & INSURED

SE HABLA
ESPAÑOL

SENIOR
DISCOUNT

• Tree Removal
• Stump

Grinding
• Pruning

• Free Load
Of Wood

Chips

Same Day Service*
24 Hr. Emergency Service

718 896 2158
COMMERICAL • RESIDENTIAL

W50

Roofing

A. Stewart Roofing
30 years experience
Licensed #1204810

Affordable & Insured

1-800-636-3944
A16

BENSON ROOFING HOME IMPROVEMENT CORP.
13 yrs guaranteed on all roofs

All Types Siding & Roofing • Rubberized Roofing
Hot & Cold Roofing • Skylights • Copper

Gutters • Shingles • Stucco & Concrete Work
Leaders • Repairs • Maintenance Programs

Resid/Comm • Serving all 5 Boros • Free Est.

(718) 382-4449 ask for Eric
24 Hour Service. Cell (917) 535-3506

Lic#0581317 • Insured A18

Mark’s Roofing
All types of roofing
15 years experience

(718) 477-6191
(917) 498-6591

Ask for Mark
Insured & Licensed #1156783

L15

Specializing in Finding &
Repairing Problem Leaks

ALL TYPES OF ROOFING
• Shingles • Rubber Roof

• 90 Lb. Tar Roof • Gravel Roofs
• Skylights • Siding • Gutters

• Leaders Brick Pointing
Over 25 Years Experience

718 209 1584
lic# 1242457

Fully Insured & Bonded

EDWARD’S CONTRACTING CO.
W24

Rubbish Removal

A41

W24

GREG’S EXPRESS
RUBBISH REMOVAL

We Do All The Loading & Clean-Up
Old Furniture & Appliances

Office, Home & Yard Clean-Ups
Construction & Renovation Debris

Single Items To Multiple Truckloads
• On-Time Service • Up-Front Rates

• Clean, Shiny Trucks
• Friendly, Uniformed Drivers

Commercial Stores Welcome!
Demolition

All Size Containers
Serving the Community

Member Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce
Prompt & Professional • 24hr - 7 days

(866) MR-RUBBISH
6 7 - 7 8 2 2 4

CELL 917-416-8322
Lic: BIC-1180  Fully Insured

10th year with The Brooklyn Papers

www.EagleRubbishRemoval.com

(718) 871-0997
Residential • Commercial
Great Neighborhood References

Servicing Contractors,
Homeowners & Realtors

Professional Clean Up Crew Available
Clean-Outs of All Kinds - Yards

Construction, Basements, Houses
Interior Demolition Specialist
Reliable & Immediate Service

Guaranteed Competitive Prices!
Lic# 1886 & Insured

EAGLE
Rubbish Removal Inc.

To Advertise in the Home
Improvement Section

Call (718) 834-9350

Stairs

Broken or Missing
Balusters/Spindles

Weak or Broken Steps
(Treads, Stringers or Risers)

Call: 718-893-4006

FLOOR
SANDING

ALSO
AVAILABLE

Cee Dee
PROFESSIONAL
CONTRACTORS

DUMPSTER
For Rubbish Removal
10, 15, 20 & 30 yard containers

We Service Queens,
Manhattan,
Brooklyn and
The Bronx

Quality &
Prompt
Service

Commercial • Residential
Industrial

Arco
Equipment Corp

57-52 49th Place
Maspeth, NY 11378

tel: 718 366-4900  fax: 718 497-5988

A12

Rubbish Removal

Upholstery

Free Estimates

718-263-8383
30 yrs experience • Serving the 5 Boros

A37

Perfect Touch
Decorators

• Livingroom Furniture
• Kitchen and dining chairs
• New foam cushions
• Slipcovers
• Window Treatments

and verticals
• Table Pads

Windows

A37

Quality Replacement
Windows and Repairs
Repair ALL TYPES of windows.

Screens and insulated glass.
Save Energy!

Custom Window Installation
Licensed & Insured • Reasonable Rates
Call Rene (718) 227-8787

Auto/Repair

SERVICE TECHNICIANS FOR
LARGE & BUSY DEALERSHIP

Immediate openings for experienced
A & B, and Diesel Technicians.

Our shops have a/c & heat. We provide training, production
incentives, excellent benefits, and great work environment.
We are a drug free company and will require a drug test.

Please send resume via fax or email to:
212-549-2390 • Fax: 212-549-2288

E-mail: Irina.Melnichuk@fordny.com
Manhattanauto.com EOE

M
M A N H AT TA N  A U T O M O B I L E  C O M PA N Y

Restaurant Positions
Assistant Managers
& Bartenders P/T

Busy Destination Restaurant & Bar
Seeks friendly reliable professional

staff w/restaurant experience.

Apply in person after 5 pm M-W
Night Of  The Cookers

767 Fulton St
Bet. South Portland & South Oxford

Or Fax Resume: 718 797-0975

A06

A06
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Handyman

FREE ESTIMATES
FULLY INSURED

SURE THING
HANDYMAN SERVICES

Painting • Carepntry • Masonry • Plastering Restoration
Paper Hanging • Ceramic Tile Work • Stone Gardening

BUILDING MAINTENANCE AVAILABLE
PROFESSIONAL & RELIABLE • ALL WORK GUARANTEED

Call Robert 718-249-6928 • rcbobtbest@verizon.net

A30-28

Architects

E25

Bathrooms, Kitchen & Tile

A36

Carpentry

Carpentry Plus
• Closets • Kitchens • Sheet Rock

Walls • Taping to finish • Painting

• Hardwood Floors • Wall Units

• Window Installation • Tile Work

Dependable with references

Kevin (718) 331-9251
A29

Plumbing and Tile Work. Toilets,
faucets and shower bodies replaced.
Specializing in tile jobs – large and small.
Free Estimates • Reasonable Rates
John Costelloe (718) 768-7610

John
Costelloe

• VIOLATIONS REMOVED •
• BASEMENT & CELLAR

LEGALIZATIONS •
Renovations/Enlargments/Residential
Decks/Industrial/Commercial Design

29 Years of Quality Service & Experience

(718) 855-1237

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Exterminators

Contractors

EX
PE

RT

PE
ST

 CONTR
OL

ANY HOUSE
EXTERMINATING INC.

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

• Rodents • Roaches • Fleas
• Water Bugs • Bed Bugs

Use The Company with the Scientific Approach

(718) 443-9134
www.AnyHouseExterminator.com

Don’t Be Bugged, Call NOW!
FULLY LICENSED AND INSURED A27

1-888-BOBTEK-2
2 6 2 8 3 5 2

L I C E N S E D  •  B O N D E D  •  I N S U R E D

SAME DAY SERVICE

B  BTEK
ELECTRICAL CORP.

CALL NOW... Help is On the Way!

www.BobTekElectrical.com
We Install or Repair Everything Electric

• “No Surprise” Protection
• 100% Guaranteed

• 24 hour / 7 day Service
• Clean, Courteous Service

A27

Electricians

We understand how hard it is to find a
great electrician who values your time. 

• We charge by the job, not by the hour
• Our trucks are stocked with thousands of parts,

so 90% of the work is done on the spot.
• Technicians specializing in repair and upgrades 

of older homes built before 1980
• Saturday appointments available.
• 100% money back guarantee.
• Mention this ad and save $25.

Call 718-389-9898
www.ChristJon.com

Christopher John

Electrical Inc.
A30-08

Decks

Bathroom, Kitchen & Tile

Licensed 
Bonded • Insured
www.1800983deck.com

1-800-983-DECK
(1-800-983-3325)

718-227-2629

Custom Decks
• Roof Decks
• Pool Decks
• Garden Decks
• Deck Restoration
• Power Washing
• Sukkahs

• Deck Refacing
• Trex Easy Care
• A.C.Q. Pine
• Hardwoods
• P.V.C. Decking

A39

Carpet Cleaning

A13

Cleaning Services

A08

Est. 1980

“Old Fashioned Irish Cleaning”
Specializing in:

• All Phases of Domestic Service
• Residential and Commercial
Gift Certificates Available

718-279-3334
A28

Attentive Domestics
special attention to your specific domestic needs

attentivedomestics.com

Residential / Office Cleaning
• Move In / Out Clean-ups • Party Helpers

• Packers • App’t Sitters • Rubbish Removal
Renovations / Painting
212-620-0101Bonded Insured

AMERICAN
CARPET CARE

800-246-5934

Serving Your Community 25 Yrs

Carpet & Upholstery

Safe for Kids and Pets

Satisfaction Guaranteed

Shampoo & Steam Cleaning
For Best Results Possible

FREE BOTTLE OF OUR “MIRACLE”
SPOT REMOVER WITH EVERY JOB

Cleaning Services

A13

ENLIGHTENED
CLEANING SERVICE, INC.

Complete Cleaning
Move Out/Move In Clean-Up
Office • Residential • General

“Let us maintain your hallways”
718-573-4165

Bonded and Insured

Cleaning Services
Amsterdam Cleaning Service

100% GUARANTEED
• Move In/Out Cleaning • Carpet Cleaning

• Windows • Laundry • Seasonal Cleaning

Same Day Service Available

EXPERIENCED! PROFESSIONAL! RELIABLE!
WEEKLY • BI-WEEKLY • MONTHLY

718-282-4170 
BONDED & INSURED A22

Decks

W27

DECKS
by Bart

ROOF • GARDEN • TERRACE
Free Estimates
Call Bart:

15+ years experience
We build year round

Plan Ahead
(718) 284-8053

800-YES-4-DECK
Design Assist./Archit. Enginr.

www.decksbybart.com

Demolition

A18

Hassle Free! We Do It All!
No Permit! No Dumpster!

No Labor Needed!

Cleanouts Boiler Removal Backyards Etc

FREE ESTIMATES!!
www.NMDemolition.com

(718) 351-6273

All types of Rubbish Removals

Decorating

A17

Electricians

JOHN E. LONERGAN
Licensed Electrician

(718) 875-6100
(212) 475-6100

A21

Landscape & Floral Design

Valentine’s Day
Memorable arrangements

Decor for special occasions

Kristen Austin  718.522.1232

udding
nterests

Electricians

A04/08/31-02

Licensed & Insured/ Residential-Commercial
Renovations, alterations, outdoor light-
ing, track lighting, violations removed,
AC lines. Adequate wiring, fixtures
installed. Hi-hat specialists, custom
lighting. 24hr Emergency Service. Free
Estimates.

Call Nick (718) 331-3210
A40

PT Installations
Electrical Contractor

ALECTRA INC.
Have an electrical problem?
No job too big, no job too small!

Call me. Anthony Illiano
Licensed electrician

718-522-3893
Over 10 years with The Brooklyn Papers

Firewood

FIREWOOD
TREE SERVICE
All Seasoned Hardwood

– Premium –
– Ready to Burn –

(718) 954-4105
A08

Floor Maintenance
D & K

FLOOR SERVICE
Parquet & Wood Flooring

• Installation • Refinishing • Staining
Large Selection of Lamented Flooring

718 720-2555
Fully Guaranteed 7 Days Service

Serving Brownstone Brooklyn
For over 25 yearsLicensed Insured

A42

Gardening

W12

JULIE CUMMINGS
URBAN GARDENER
DESIGN

INSTALLATION

MAINTENANCE

718-788-2159
juliecummingsurbangardener.com

A21

Garden Service
Fall Maintenance - Cleanup
Bulb planting & fertilization

Brownstone Terraces, Yards, Co-ops

718-753-9741

Prepare your Garden
for Next Season!

Movers (Licensed)

    

W51

Painting
Painting

$100 per room
2 coats + free minor plastering
From $100. Reliable & Clean.
Quality Fences & Firescapes

Days: 1 (917) 371-7086
Eves: 1 (718) 921-2932

A28

Master
Plasterer/Painter

Old Walls Saved
Repair, Install, Moldings, Skim Coats

Excellent References
718-834-0470

A12

A24

Painting • Plastering
Decorative Surfaces • Paper Hanging
FREE ESTIMATES/FULLY INSURED

www.jpinteriors.com

718.522.3534

JP

A09

Piping

ZAV PLUMBING & HEATING LLC

Residential    www.zavplumbing.com Commercial

• Boiler Installation & Repair • Oil to Gas Conversion
• Radiant Heating Design • Hot Water Heaters Replaced

• Boiler Controls & Trouble Shooting • All Types of Heating Systems
& Radiators Installed & Repaired • Annual Boiler Inspection

• Violations Removed • Water Or Gas Leaks Repaired

Insured 718 332-8511     LIC# 2011

24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE

A08/12/31-03

Plumbing

A & K
Tile Studio
Kitchen and bath designers on staff

Open 7 days a week
www.AKtilestudio.com

Mon thru Fri: 10:00am - 6:30pm
Sat: 10am - 5pm • Sun 11am - 5 pm

336 9th Street
(bet. 5th and 6th Aves.) Bklyn, NY

(718) 369-6873

Great selection of procelain, ceramic, marble, onyx, granite, mosaics,
borders, glass, metal, Talavera tiles. We have Marble, Granites,

Soapstone, Slate, Limestone, Onyx, Stainless Steel, Corlan, Silestone,
Zodiac, Caesar Stone, Okite and Ice Stone for countertops.

Everything for your bath and kitchen
Offering interest free financing

Piping
FOR ALL YOUR

PLUMBING NEEDS
Installation & Repairs of:

• Hot Water Heaters & Boilers

• Broken Pipes/Re-Piping

• Sinks, Tubs, Shower, Toilets

& Leaky Faucets

• Repairs & Replacements

• Violations Removed

Sewers & Drains Cleaned Electrically

RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

lic# 1242457

Edward’s Est. 1981
Contracting Co.

718 757 5693
W24

Plastering
Expert Plastering

Ornamental Plastering
Custom Painting • Faux Finishes

Stripping & Refinishing of Fine Hardwood
Excellent References • Est. 1975 • Free Estimates

Demetrious
(718) 783-4868

A45

Plumbing

A29

NEIGHBORHOOD
Sewer & Drain Cleaning

Plumbing
TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER

TOILETS • YARD DRAINS
24/7 • Emergency Service
745-7727 or 848-5654

$ LOW, LOW, PRICES $

® ®
®

A29

Plumbing

A09

Project Managers

S É A M U S
––––––––––––
H E N C H Y
––––––––––––
AND ASSOCIATES

PROFESSIONAL PROJECT
MANAGERS

We can assist you in managing your
design, construction & renovation projects
to result in a successful outcome.

We have been representing owners for
25 years to ensure that their capital proj-
ects are delivered on time & on budget.

212.431.7175
www.sghenchy.com

A17

ALL ABOUT
PLUMBING & HEATING

* Fully Licensed & Insured *
* Complete Expert Plumbing,
Heating & Drain Cleaning *

* Boilers/Water Heaters
Repaired & Installed, Leaks

Fixed, Bathrooms Remodeled *
* Watermains & Sewers

Installed/Repaired *
* Reasonable Rates *

* All Work Guaranteed *
* 24/7 Emergency Service *

(718) 273-1388
NYC Master Plumber

LIC#1971

To advertise call (718) 834-9350

Handyman

CALL NED
Plastering • Roofing • Sheetrock

Ceramic Tile • Carpentry
Cement Work • Painting

Wallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES

718-871-1504
A30

Handyman/Painter
Quality Work
LOW PRICE!
General Home Repair

Cleanouts • Rubbish Removal

(718) 435-2351
please leave message

A15

W26

Movers (Licensed)
Dave’s D.J. Moving
& Storage Available

Written Binding Estimates Available.
Commercial and residential. We
carry building insurance. All furniture
padded Free. Courteous, reliable
service. Weekends avail., packing
supplies, van service. Serving Bklyn
for over 10 years.

(718) 843-4417
Lic. and Ins. DOT #32241

83 Davenport Ct.
Howard Beach, NY 11414

A34/30-07

KBM Contracting
Bathrooms • Carpentry

Tiling • Decks • Windows
Flooring • Roofing • Doors

Painting • Staircases
Piping • Heating

Violations Removed
FREE ESTIMATE
(718) 763-0379

licensed, insured  

Movers (Licensed)
ARIK J. MOVING & STORAGE

SPECIAL LOCAL RATES
2 Men w/Truck $59/Hr.
3 Men w/Truck $69/Hr.
4 Men w/Truck $85/Hr.

Licensed & Insured

www.Arikmoving.com

Toll Free 877-668-3186
212-321-MOVE

US DOT #130966
The Company has the right to change prices any time.

A38

Local & Long Distance
Expert Packing & Crating

Competitive Rates
On time pickup & delivery

Free Consultations & Estimates

718 484-7514
tiptopmoving@yahoo.com

NYS DOT # 36694
A31-04

A51

We do last minute jobs!
Expert packers

Packing materials • Fully insured
Prompt • Cordial

TOP HAT MOVERS
145 Park Place, Brooklyn, NY 11217

718-965-0214 • 718-622-0377
212-722-3390

DOT # T-12302 Visa/MC
AMEX

MOVERS

TIP
TOP

MOVING

Painting

A13/50

A35

A17

SUNSHINE, INC.

NYS Registered 1974 Painter
718-748-6990

Int./Ext. • Comm./Resid.
Painting • Plaster • Sheetrock
Guaranteed Lowest Prices

Bonded • Insured • Lic# 0933304
www.sunshinepaintingny.com

John Haviaras

PAINTING
Interior/Exterior Painting

Taping • Sheetrock
Complete Apartment & Home
Renovations. Affordable Prices
Quality Work • Free Estimates

718-921-6176

Now Online
BrooklynPaper.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT INC
ROOFING SPECIALIST

Jobs are Owner Supervised
We have been

doing a great job
for over ten years

718-375-8292

AVANTI

INTERIOR
• Bathrooms

• Custom Kitchens
• Finished Basements

• Ceramic Tile
• Custom Carpentry

• Dry Wall
• Doors

• Painting

EXTERIOR
• Roofing
• Siding

• Windows
• Custom Decks

• Additions
• Dormers

• Roof Raisers

Lic# 1157104
Insured

& Bonded

A30-26

HOME IMPROVEMENT INC.

All Kinds of Home Remodeling. Renovations & Repairs
FULLY INSURED AND NYC LICENSED      NYC HIC LIC# 1175612

Full Interior Renovations - Basements - Kitchens - Bathrooms 
Marble Tiles - Stone Tiles - Kitchen Cabinets - Granite

Counter Tops - Oak Floors - Ornamental Molding & Medallion
- Doors - Custom Closets - Finished work - Decks

www.jabezhomeimprovement.com
Email: info@jabezhomeimprovement.com

Residential 718-467-3541 Commercial

Ask for
Ricky

or Nigel

A3/6/9/40

A8/30

A10/14/33

Interior renovations
and reconstructions

Kitchens, Baths, Closets and Offices.
Painting, drywall, plumbing, floor-
ing, tiling, carpentry, and more

The Total Contractor
Total reliability

- prompt, kept scheduling

Total experience
- experienced craftsmen

Total back-up
- advice and guidance

Insured, Bonded, License: #1190150
References available

Total Property Services, Inc.
Call for free job analysis and estimate.

917-682-0085
Dorothy

A29

A37

Ready, Willing & Able
Home Improvement, Inc.
“No Job Too Big or Too Small”
Kitchens, Baths, Basements,

Steel Entry Doors, Sheetrock,
Windows, Painting, Siding,

Extensions, Roofing & More

(718) 236-9466
Lic. #      FREE ESTIMATES Insured
898711 Office: 6419 Bay Parkway

KNOCKOUT
RENOVATION
–––––––––––––––––––––––
DESIGN • PRODUCTS • REMODELING

–––––––––––––––––––––––
Residential Remodeling

Specialists
Complete Home Interior
and kitchen remodeling

License# 1207599
View previous projects @

www.knockoutrenovation.com

718-745-0722

A10

A17

A07

MELODY
Contracting NY Inc.

Exterior & Interior
Roofing • Masonry • Concrete

Brownstone Specialist

Brick • Extension

(718) 633-5249
(917) 302-1397
Fully Licensed & Insured

A31-01

STONEHENGE
Construction Group

Our Services Include:

Painting & Plastering
Kitchens & Baths

Tiling & Wood Flooring
Basements & Closets

Replacement Windows & More
Call David Fisher Directly
Free Estimates • Insured

Lic.#1200619

(917) 974-3625

Free Estimates • Fully Insured & Licensed

Home Improvement - Interior & Exterior
• Demolition & Renovation  • Painting/Removing

• Brick Work  • Brownstone Repair
• Roofing Jobs  • Stucco  • Sheetrock

• Tile Floor Work  • Cement Work
• Kitchen  • Bathrooms, Basements & More!

Tel: 718-413-6003
718-506-6115

americaneagleconstruction@yahoo.com

EAGLE
CONTRACTORS

General
Renovations

Interior & Exterior
Roofing • Waterproofing

Painting • Plastering
Carpentry • Sheetrock
Tile • Stucco • Pointing

Scaffold • Brick &
Cement Work

License # 904813 • Insured
FREE ESTIMATES
718-686-1100

MORE Home
Improvement

Classifieds on following
classifieds page

To advertise
please call

(718) 834-9350

Pisgah Builders Inc.
VIOLATIONS REMOVED

•Kitchen & Baths Renovated • Repairs •

Carpentry • Sheetrock • Plastering •

Painting • Ceramic Tiles

(718) 567-7496

(917) 687-5841 
A06 

A15

Roofing • Bathrooms • Kitchens

Carpentry • All Renovations • Brickwork

Dormers • Extensions • Windows

Waterproofing
Free Estimates, Licensed & Insured

718-276-8558 A37

A14

Specializing in Interior Renovation
� Co-ops  � Lofts  � Brownstones
Kit’s Baths Painting Plastering & More

718 408-0812
www.progressivegcc.com
Lic. #

1230175
Insured
Bonded

Chris Mullins
General Contracting

(718) 624 - 5300
Restoration•Baths • Kitchens
Brownstone Renovations
www.excelbuilds.com

Excel Builders
& Renovators Inc.

LIC#
1222637
INSURED

FREE
EST

OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Heron Construction
Specializing in Carpentry, Drywall,
Painting, Tile Work & Window
Surfaces

Call (718) 450-1851
X: (718) 277-1963 E: Heron80@aol.com

Fully Insured • Lic#534440
A10/31-01

A23

A21

CMO HOME
IMPROVEMENT
GENERAL CONTRACTOR
• Fin. Basements • Kitchens
• Bathrooms • Framing
• Sheetrock • Doors
• Plastering • Decks
• Retaining Walls• Painting
• Hardwood Flooring • Pergo
• Ceramic Tile • Windows

ALL MASONARY WORK;
BRICK WORK & POINTING

Call Chris O’toole for all your
Home Improvement needs.

(917) 400-6028
Licensed & Insured

Free Estimates

A.K. AZAD
GENERAL CONTRACTING

Interior & Exterior
Brownstone Restoration Specialist
Waterproofing, Roofing, Brick Pointing

ALL KINDS OF MASONARY WORK
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

917-519-4476
License    917-674-1673 Insured

About choosing a Plumbing, Heating & AC

company with out checking the following

 Make sure of:
 Service Hours: Vigilante

  has true 24 hr Service

 Warranties, Guarantees
 & Satisfaction Policies.
 We have the best in the business
 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed

Billing Procedure.
No surprises, we charge by
the job not hour

Plumbing, Heating & Air Conditioning

(718) 522-6111
Licensed Master Plumbers #1246-1728

Don’t Even Think
A31-04

Rubbish Removal

FIVE STAR CARTING INC

• Carting & Garbage Removal
• Clean-Outs  • Roll-Off Service
• Shredding/Record Destruction
• Construction Debris Removal

718 349-7555

RESIDENTIAL &
COMMERCIAL

Serving All
of NYC

Mention Brooklyn Papers For Special Service Rates In Your Area

FAST
SERVICE

FREE
ESTIMATE

A38

The

Brooklyn
Paper
The

Brooklyn
Paper
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Quality Dentistry
Gentle care in our ultra-modern office

RONALD I. TEICHMAN, DDS
Saturday & Evening Hours

357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street
768-1111

• Cosmetic Dentistry
• Reconstructive

Dentistry
• Gums & Implants
• Bleaching
• Nitrous Oxide

(Sweet Air)

• Cosmetic Laminates
& Bonding

• Advanced Sterilization
• Behavior Modification
• Sealants
• Fluoride
• Preventative Dentistry

GENERAL & COSMETIC

DENTISTRY
Advanced sterilization and infection control

Jack Irwin, D.D.S.
414 Seventh Avenue

bet. 13th & 14th Sts.

www.jackirwindds.com
(718) 768-8372

Evening Hours  Mon-Fri
Most Insurance & Union Plans

accepted as full or partial payment.

MetLife, UFT, DC37, PBA, Delta, Blue Cross,
Aetna, CIGNA, Unicare, Guardian, Healthplex,
Mgmt. Bfts. Fund, United Concordia, Ameritas.

ROOT CANAL
EXTRACTIONS
PERIODONTAL WORK 
CROWNS
BRIDGES
PORCELAIN VENEERS
BLEACHING
DENTURES
LAMINATES

Laser & Skin Care Clinics
of Brooklyn Heights

SKIN CARE

FAMILY MEDICINE

Providing Excellence in All Phases of Dentistry

COSMETIC DENTISTRY: Porcelain Laminates, Tooth Color Fillings,
Metal Free Crowns. Porcelain Inlays, Onlays, Tooth Whitening

IMPLANT DENTISTRY: Surgical Placement and Restoration

PERIODONTICS: Non-Surgical and Surgical Treatment of Gum Disease

ROOT CANAL THERAPY: Using State of the Art Rotary Instrumentation

COMPUTERIZED DENTAL X-RAYS

CROWNS, BRIDGES, PARTIAL & FULL DENTURES

Emergency Patients are seen on the same day!

EUGENE D. STANISLAUS, D.D.S
LAMUEL A. STANISLAUS, D.D.S
189 Montague Street, Suite 800B - 8th Floor

Brooklyn Heights • Telephone: (718) 857-6639

OFFICE HOURS BY APPOINTMENT

COURTEOUS AND
COMPREHENSIVE

DENTAL CARE
Provided at our new spacious,

modern and friendly office

Start the
process months before
leaving to get your shots
• Yellow fever
• Typhoid
• Hepatitis
• Malaria prevention

–– BROOKLYN HEIGHTS FAMILY PRACTICE ––
185 Montague Street, 3rd Floor
Hours: Mon-Sat • (718) 624-6185

MEDICAL ADVICE
FOR TRAVELLERS

Plus

TRAVEL IMMUNIZATIONS

Dr. Andrew Warshaw
Dr. Sari Rosenwein
Dr. Doug Pollack

Hours by Appointment
Sat. & Eve. Available

Free Consultation
24 Hr Phone Service

789-5700

• Emergency Service
• Pediatric Dentistry
• Root Canal Therapy
• Implant Restorations
• Laminates  • Bleaching
• White Fillings  • Bonding
• Fluoride  • Sealants
• Cleanings  • Crowns
• Bridges  • Dentures
• Non/Surgical Gum Care

Financing Available
Insurance Plans Welcomed

PARK SLOPE FAMILY

DENTISTRY
–– 245 Fifth Avenue ––

between Carroll & Garfield

We’ve Moved!

DENTISTSDENTISTS

DERMATOLOGY

27 8th Avenue
(corner Lincoln Place)

Park Slope, Brooklyn

(718) 636-0425

1000 Park Avenue
(at 84th Street)

New York City, NY

(212) 288-1300

ALAN R. KLING, M.D.
BOARD CERTIFIED DERMATOLOGIST

Conditions Related To Hair, Skin & Nails

Before

After

Day & Evening Appointments • Affordable Fees
Many Insurances and Credit Cards Accepted

LASERS
FOR THE REMOVAL OF. . .

Hair, Broken Blood Vessels, Wrinkles,
Spider Veins (face & legs), Age Spots,
Acne Scars, Stretchmarks

LIPOSUCTION
Totally under local anesthesia.
Abdomen, lovehandles, thighs,

hips, male breasts.
Acne • Spider Vein Treatment

Chemical Peels • Botox • Collagen
Genital Warts • Herpes • Moles

FREE LIPOSUCTION CONSULTATION

BOTOX & RESTYLANE –
FOR WRINKLES

• Bleaching/ZOOM 2
• Cosmetic Dentistry
• Crowns & Bridges
• Endodontics & Root Canals
• Periondontics • Oral Surgery
• Prosthodontics • Implants
• Treatment of Gum Disease
• Fixed & Removable Bridges
• Emergencies Seen SAME DAY

–––––––––
Jeff C. Strachan, DDS
189 Montague St., Suite #800A

Brooklyn Heights

–––––––––
(718) 783-0504

Office 

(917) 753-3314
Emergency

www.strachandds.com

Hours: Mon, Tues, Wed and Fri: 8am to 6pm
Saturday: By appointment only

General and Implant
Dentistry

FINEST DENTAL CARE
Superior Services for Adults & Children

New! Periodontist (gum specialist) on premises.

10 Plaza St. East, Suite 1F
(bet. Flatbush & Vanderbilt Aves)

(718) 622-8020
Evening

appointments
available.

Now in Park Slope!

Most
Insurance
accepted

Affordable Family Dentistry
in Modern Pleasant Surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

• Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
• Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays,

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
• Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
• Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Impant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554 624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

PSYCHOTHERAPY
CHANGE YOUR LIFE, CHANGE YOUR

WORLD, FEEL BETTER
“Dr. Mendez helped me get out of my head and into my life.

He has helped me challenge the dominant culture
and create the life I want.” – Gary B., client

Dr. Rafael Mendez, Ph.D. is a long time community activist and Social Therapist,
who has worked for over 30 years in the diverse communities of New York City. He
works with people from all walks of life on issues of diversity, interracial relation-
ships, anger, depression, career issues and more.

Individuals / Couples / Group Therapy

Dr. Rafael Mendez, Ph.D.
104-106 South Oxford Street, Fort Greene, Brooklyn

www.socialtherapygroup.com

CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION: 718-797-3220
A30-11
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Borough President Marko-
witz takes great pride in his
hometown — and certainly
lets everyone know about its
cultural and culinary riches.

Where other politicians
would use a “state of the bor-
ough” address to highlight im-
portant initiatives, Markowitz
celebrated the greatness of
Kings. Here’s a guided tour of
“Marty’s Brooklyn”:

• Kensington: “Why did [Lone-
ly Planet travel guide] choose
Brooklyn [as a hot destination]?
Could it be the Glatt kosher pas-
trami egg rolls … at Dougie’s bar-
becue in Kensington?”

• Bay Ridge: “The most deli-
cious moussaka and fried egg-
plant this side of the Mediter-
ranean” is at Tanoreen on Third
Avenue.

• Midwood: “There is [a]
maestro behind the counter at
DiFara Pizza. … When it comes
to fresh ingredients and true piz-
za ‘soul,’ nobody can touch
Domenic DeMarco — especial-

those few acres all the more
valuable,” said the organiza-
tion’s director, Cheryl Huber.

The city’s Economic Devel-
opment Corporation, which is
working with the borough pres-
ident on the project, declined to
comment.

But days after his state-of-
the-borough speech, Markowitz
defended the project.

“The Coney Island center will
be a state-of-the-art recreation
facility for local residents as well
as New York City’s first cov-
ered, outdoor performance space
for concerts and events,” he said
in a statement.

“In addition to my hope of
making Brooklyn a stop on the
summer concert circuit that in-
cludes Jones Beach, Westbury,
and New Jersey, I will be work-
ing with the local community
and the Parks Department to
ensure that this project works
for Coney Island and all of
Brooklyn.”

Beep’s plan for Coney Isl.
is far from a done deal

Marty’s Brooklyn
ly not a certain corporate pizza
giant that recently tried to cash
in on our borough’s hipness. We
don’t need Domino’s when
we’ve got Domenic’s.”

• Coney Island: “In July, we
lit up Brooklyn’s Eiffel Tower
— the Parachute Jump — for
all to see. That was just phase
one — and the real bling-bling
is in the works.”

• Boerum Hill: “A Holiday
Inn Express [opened] on Union
Street, just a block from the
scenic Gowanus Canal.”

• Prospect Heights: “Atlantic
Yards will help create the new
center of city life that our bor-
ough of 2.6 million residents
deserves.”

• Fulton Mall: The pedestrian
mall should “maintain its
bustling shopping atmosphere
[while] add[ing] new restau-
rants, nightlife, and offices to
create a vibrant 24-7 live-work
environment.”

• Fort Greene: Brooklyn Aca-
demy of Music’s cultural dis-
trict is “a cutting-edge, mixed-
use arts hub.”

Borough President Markowitz is escorted by 2006 Miss New
York Bethlene Pancoast and 2006 Miss New York Sweetheart
D’Andre McKay.

Notice is hereby given that an Order entered by
the Civil Court, Kings County on the 18th day of
October, 2006, bearing the Index Number
N500874/2006, a copy of which may be exam-
ined at the Office of the Clerk, located at CIVIL
COURT, KINGS COUNTY, 141 Livingston Street,
Brooklyn, New York 11201, in room 007, grants
me rights to: Assume the name: Ye Maxine
Parkins. My present name is: Yvonne Maxine
Parkins Monatt a/k/a Yvonne Maxine Parkins. My
present address is: 515 Fountain Avenue,
Brooklyn, New York 11208. My place of birth is:
Jamaica. My date of birth is: December 31, 1966.

BP06

Notice is hereby given that an Order entered by
the Civil Court, Kings County on the 6th day of
February, 2007, bearing Index Number
N500094/2007, a copy of which may be exam-
ined at the Office of the Clerk, located at Civil
Court, Kings County, in room 007, grants me the
right to: Assume the name of: Travis Kareem
Foster. My present name is: Travis Kareem,
Shumate a/k/a Travis Kareen Foster. My present
address is: 149 North Portland Avenue, Brooklyn,
New York 11205. My place of birth is: Brooklyn,
New York. My date of birth is: March 12, 1980.

FG06

Notice is hereby given that an Order entered by
the Civil Court, Kings County on the 29th day of
January, 2007, bearing Index Number
N500075/2007, a copy of which may be exam-
ined at the Office of the Clerk, located at Civil
Court, Kings County, 141 Livingston Street,
Brooklyn, New York 11201, in room 007, grants
me the right to: Assume the name of: Melissa
Altman Stein. My present name is: Melissa Dawn
Altman a/k/a Melissa Dawn Stein. My present
address is: 598 President Street, Brooklyn, New
York 11215. My place of birth is: North
Hempstead, New York. My date of birth is:
August 21, 1975. PS06

Notice is hereby given that an Order entered by
the Civil Court, Kings County on the 6th day of
February, 2007, bearing Index Number
N500092/2007, a copy of which may be exam-
ined at the Office of the Clerk, located at Civil
Court, Kings County, 141 Livingston Street,
Brooklyn, New York 11201, in room 007, grants
me the right to: Assume the name of: Ana Capek.
My present name is: Ann Christone Peterson. My
present address is: 198 Eight Avenue, Brooklyn,
New York 11215. My place of birth is: Wahoo,
Nebraska. My date of birth is: July 25, 1959.

PS06

Notice is hereby given that an Order entered by
the Civil Court, Kings County on the 31st day of
January, 2007, bearing Index Number
N500082/2007, a copy of which may be exam-
ined at the Office of the Clerk, located at CIVIL
COURT, KINGS COUNTY, 141 Livingston Street,
Brooklyn, New York 11201, in room 007, grants
me the right to: Assume the name of: Romeo
Klingman Poliard. My present name is: Klansman
Romeo Poliard. My present address is: 3900
Kings Highway, Brooklyn, New York 11234. My
place of birth is: Brooklyn, New York. My date of
birth is: November 10, 1988.

MID06

Notice is hereby given that an order entered by
the Supreme Court of the State of New York for
the County of Kings, on the 31st day of January,
2007, bearing Index Number 2291/07, copy of
which may be examined at the office of the clerk,
located at 360 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY, in
room number 189, grants our minor child the
right to assume and use the name of Anton Jakob
Davis. Our present address is 100 South Oxford
Street, Brooklyn, New York 11217; our son’s pres-
ent name is Jakob Anton Davis, our son’s date of
birth is November 9, 2001; his place of birth is
Yekaterinburg, Russia, and petitioners are his par-
ents, robert B. Davis and Ashka Dymel. BEN06

LEGAL NOTICES

By Ariella Cohen
The Brooklyn Paper

Borough President Marko-
witz unveiled a flashy plan for
a new “state-of-the-art” per-
forming arts venue in Coney
Island last week — but not
everyone in the rundown Riv-
iera is cheering.

Last week, Markowitz said
the old bandshell in Asser Levy
Park should be turned into a
$35-million amphitheater to
“attract top entertainers” and re-
store Coney Island’s status as
major venue.

The idea drew applause at
Markowitz’s state of the bor-
ough address last week, but it
faces many hurdles before be-
coming a reality.

“I got some phone calls after
the speech from people who
didn’t like the idea because a
bigger amphitheater means tak-
ing up more park space,” said
Chuck Reichenthal, district
manager for Community Board
13. 

“It is a quiet place now, with
benches,” he said. “People use
it for dog-walking and their
own walking. They get sun.
Families go there. Kids run
around. [Markowitz’s] plan
would change that” 

The community board has
not come out with an official
position on the Beep’s still-bud-
ding plan to convert the small

that any parkland that is lost be
replaced with new green space
in the area.

“Brooklyn has the least
amount of park space of any of
the borough and that makes

West Fifth Street park’s grassy
bandshell into a roofed, seaside
concert hall.

Markowitz’s timing couldn’t
be better, however. Mayor
Bloomberg has already poured
$83 million into cleaning up the
faded Boardwalk. And develop-
er Joe Sitt has spent another
$100 million to buy property
for a future $2-billion develop-
ment of glitzy hotels, condos
and new theme-park rides. 

A spokeswoman for the ad-
vocacy group, New Yorkers for
Parks, called for Markowitz to
reach out to community mem-
bers before more planning is
done. The group recommended

In his “state of the borough” speech last week, Borough
President Markowitz vowed to build a $35-million amphithe-
ater in Coney Island. The plan faces numerous hurdles.
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The tantalizing notion of a
Markowitz mayoral run was the
biggest piece of news to come
out of the annual state of the bor-
ough speech on Feb. 1 — but the
overflow crowd of dignitaries,
politicos, parents, pizza makers,
friends, neighbors were kept en-
tertained by plenty of Markowitz
Yiddish-isms, jokes about his
waistline, and praise for the fla-
vors and ethnicities of Brooklyn.

In his full-throttle, 18-page
speech (single spaced, all capi-
tals), Markowitz hit all his hot
buttons:

• He championed the bor-
ough’s recent ascension to
Lonely Planet’s hot destination
list — one of only three locales
in America to get the honor.

• He praised Brooklynites
large and small, from former
Borough President Howard
Golden to Jeremy Zamora and
Timothy Edmund, who built a
car that runs on used cooking oil
at the Automotive High School
in Williamsburg.

“You’re putting those trans-
fats to good use,” Markowitz
joked, and then blew a kiss at
his wife in the front row. “And
Jamie, next time you catch me
eating French fries, I’ll have the
perfect excuse: I’m doing it for
the environment!”

• He celebrated Steiner Stu-
dio, the movie-making complex
where he made the speech.

“The father and son team of

David and Doug Steiner are vi-
sionaries,” Markowitz said of
the founders of the largest film
studio outside of Hollywood.
“Not only because they had the
chutzpah to make their dream a
reality, but because they recog-
nized early on that as home to
the most character — and char-
acters — anywhere, Brooklyn
was the place to do it. Doug
Steiner — you’re a true Brook-
lyn legend. And a meshugge-
nah.”

• He extolled the delicacies of
Brooklyn, and, of course, he
celebrated himself. An entire
section of the speech was dedi-
cated to his motto, “Promise
made, promise kept.” 

In this section, Markowitz
took credit for creating a tourist
office at Borough Hall (“promise
made, promise kept”), attracting
the cruise ship industry to Red
Hook (“promise made, promise
kept”), sprucing up Coney Is-
land’s parachute jump (“promise
made, promise kept”), creating
Brooklyn’s restaurant week
(“promise made, promise kept”),
helping to reduce auto insurance
rates (“promise made, promise
kept”), and launching the annual
Brooklyn Book Festival (“prom-
ise made, promise kept”). 

“I’m not sure if any of them
can really spell ‘Fuhgeddabou-
dit,’ ” he added.

He also promised to restore
the Loew’s Kings Theater on
Flatbush Avenue to its original
glory. Of course he did: It’s

MAYOR MARTY…
Continued from page 1 where he had his first date when

he was 16 (he also recounted
how the girl in question flung
away his arm when he tried to
spark some romance).

“Jamie,” he told his wife.
“I’m yours now, that’s what
matters.”

• Markowitz also mentioned
his beloved Atlantic Yards proj-
ect — but did not utter the
name that often draws catcalls:
Bruce Ratner. 

Markowitz raved about the
housing, shopping, and jobs the
project will allegedly generate,
claiming the 16-tower arena, ho-
tel and office space development
“will help create the new center
of city life that our borough of
2.6 million residents deserves.”

But he also promised to “be
responsive to the concerns of
those in the area surrounding At-
lantic Yards, and to make this
project one that all Brooklynites
are proud of for generations to
come.”

But he didn’t explain how he
would do that, given his over-
whelming support for the proj-
ect and the fact that it has al-
ready been approved by the
state.

Where some politicians mix
the sacred and the profane,
Markowitz mixed the celebrities
with the man on the street.

One picture showed the Beep
standing arm and arm with
Rawia Bishara, the “esteemed
chef and owner of Tanoreen,” a
Bay Ridge restaurant famous for

its moussaka. The next picture
showed Markowitz dwarfed by
a towering Magic Johnson, an
investor in the conversion of the
Williamsburgh Savings Bank
into luxury condos

The crowd rose to its feet
when Markowitz read the
names of seven soldiers —
Brooklyn nativesl — who died
in Iraq last year.

Beyond talk of his nascent
mayoral run, Markowitz man-
aged to remain bipartisan. But
the Democratic borough presi-
dent received huge applause for
noting that in “699 days, to be
exact, President Bush will re-
turn to his ranch in Texas.” But
his praise for Mayor Michael
Bloomberg, another Republi-
can, was also well received. 

— with Gersh Kuntzman

Council speaker Christine
Quinn introduced Markowitz.
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Gowanus Canal Conservancy 509 Court Street Brooklyn, New York 11231-3927 718.858.0557 tel

2007 Water Quality Summit

SAVE THE DATES

Gowanus Canal Water Quality Summit is intended to
inspire dialogue among participants concerning a variety of
issues related to the canal’s water quality. The summit will
consist of a series of four evening workshops followed by
discussion. Speakers will address contaminated sediments,
sewer infrastructure, land use, green district planning and
other related factors affecting water quality.

Session 1: Introduction to Gowanus Canal Water Quality
Wednesday, February 21

Session 2: Causes & Potential Solutions to Water Quality Problems 
Tuesday, March 6

Session 3: A green district in Gowanus?
Thursday, March 29

Session 4: Green Gowanus Charette
Tuesday, April 10

Time: 6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Location: Polytechnic University; Dibner Library, Room LC 400; 333 Jay Street, Brooklyn

Prize
Winners
for 29 years

The Essential Guide to
the Borough of Kings —

Brooklyn’s arts and
entertainment weekly
— features Brooklyn’s

only complete
Nightlife Guide and
Calendar of Events

FUNdraiser
They’re best known for fighitng Bruce Ratner’s

Atlantic Yards project, but the leaders of Develop

Don’t Destroy Brooklyn want you to know they can

laugh, too.

To prove it, they’ve

put together “Laugh

Don’t Destroy,” an

evening of comedy to

raise money for the on-

going legal battle against

the 16-skyscraper, hotel,

arena and 6,000-unit

mega-development (in-

cluding Miss Brooklyn,

left).
The comics, includ-

ing host Baron Vaughn and stand-up guy Michael

Showalter, are already getting into the spirit.

“I will certainly try not to ‘destroy Brooklyn’

with my act,” comedian and Park Slope resident

Eugene Mirman told GO Brooklyn this week. “I

think Ratner is the only one who actually wants this.” 

“Laugh Don’t Destroy,” Feb. 6 at 8 pm at

Union Hall (702 Union St. bet. Fifth and Sixth av-

enues in Park Slope). Tickets are $20 and seating

is limited. For information visit www.dddb.net.

— Maggie Serota

COMEDY

The Brooklyn Paper’s essential guide to the Borough of Kings
February 3, 2007

(718) 834-9350

Rap snaps
ART

“I always felt it was a Brooklyn trait to find hu-

mor in a rough situation,” Al Pereira told GO

Brooklyn. Pereira, a Windsor Terrace resident, has

made his career finding that humor with his striking

portraits from the golden age of hip-hop. 

Many of these

photos, including por-

traits of Salt-N-Pepa

and Big Daddy Kane

(pictured), fill a retro-

spective of Pereira’s

work at the Brooklyn

Public Library’s cen-

tral branch. 

“I wanted to photo-

graph people whom I

thought were impor-

tant,” Pereira said.

“There was no money

in it when I started. I did it just for the love of music

and photography.”

While the exhibition focuses mainly on 1980s

and early ’90s rappers, a few of today’s notables,

such as Jay-Z, also appear. What they share is a

Brooklyn pedigree.

“You feel it in the music — that they all come

from Brooklyn,” said Pereira. “That’s something I

hope to reflect in the show.”

“Brooklyn Beats” is on display through Feb. 11

at the Brooklyn Public Library’s central branch (on

Grand Army Plaza at Eastern Parkway). For infor-

mation call (718) 230-2100 or visit the Web site,

www.brooklynpubliclibrary.org. — John O’Connor

MUSIC

“The phone’s been

ringing off the hook,”

Lee Greenfeld, co-owner

of Magnetic Field, told

GO Brooklyn, about the

outpouring of support

that the rock club has

gotten for its Feb. 3 con-

cert and raffle benefiting

Question Mark, the elu-

sive lead singer of the

terians (“96 Tears”)

By Karen Butler

for The Brooklyn Paper 

W
hen it’s this cold out, the only flowers

you generally see alive are for sale

near the door of a deli.

The Brooklyn Botanic Garden is out to

change that with its Lunar New Year Cele-

bration and Flower Market on Feb. 10.

“This is a pretty neat thing for us to launch

w event. It’s been a little while since

” aid Garden President Scot

ith events in

specifically Chinese folk dance, so [people]

will know all the traditions and the cultures

of all the ethnic groups in China.” 

In between performances, there will be

family-friendly workshops on Chinese brush

painting, making paper flowers or designing

your own Lunar New Year card on pressed

flower petal paper.

For more visual learners, the authors of

“Vietnam: A Natural History” will narrate a

slide show on the flora and fauna of Vietnam

(no, it’s not like the time your neighbor made

you relive his trip to Disneyland).

Meanwhile, tours of the grounds will also

b th Mandarin and English.

rty without a

Brooklyn in bloom

The Chinatown crawl

A look at what Eighth Avenue, the heart of Brooklyn’s Chinatown and the main

drag for the New Year parade (for which the 2007 date is still p
ending), has to offer.

D I N I N G  | P E R F O R M I N G  A R T S  | N I G H T L I F E  |  B O O K S  | C I N E M A
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55th Street

56th Street

Eig
hth A

venue

1

2

1. Fa Da Mall

(5515 Eighth Ave., No Phone) The place to pick up an

assortment of discount trinkets, from clothing, tea sets

and incense to traditional musical instruments and

sculptures. Also, located downstairs is th
e Yue Feng

Ginseng Antler & Dry Seafood Center.

2. Fung Sing Noodle Shop

(5605 Eighth Ave., (718) 854-3996) Small, Cantonese-

style noodle house with a large selection of congee (tra-

ditional rice porridge).

3. Dragon Bay Bakery

(5711 Eighth Ave., (718) 853-8188) In addition to classic

Western items such as German Cheesecake and Tiramisu,

offer cakes featuring mango and longyan. There is

election of baked buns with meat and

Botanic Garden turns a new leaf with New Year programming

Best buds: The Botanic Garden’s Lunar New Year Celebra-

tion features Qi Shu Fang Peking Opera (at left), as well as a

flower market with plants like apricot blossoms (above),

which are an important part of the Vietnamese New Year.

?’s mark

EVERY
WEEK!

Brooklyn’s favorite parenting
columnist is in Brooklyn’s

only weekly parenting page

RESOLUTIONREVOLUTION

Bloomberg James
Golden

Thomas

Brooklyn’s Real NewspaperBrooklynPaper.com • (718)834–9350 • Brooklyn,NY • ©2007
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BROOKLYN HEIGHTS–DOWNTOWN EDITION

INCLUDING DUMBO

By Dana Rubinstein 
The Brooklyn Paper

Resolutions. Everyone makes ’em, every-

one breaks ’em. But we at The Brooklyn

Paper feel that, as journalists, it’s our job to

hold these people accountable. So, for the

first time ever, we’ve compiled the resolu-

tions of some of our best-loved local celebri-

ties — and promise (resolve, you might say)

to follow up at the end of the year to see if

they kept their vows.Mike Bloomberg, MayorBy all accounts, 2006 was one of best years

New York has ever had. But my personal resolu-

tion is to make 2007 even better.
Bill DeBlasio, Councilman, Park Slope

Protect children in the shelter system by con-

tinuing intense oversight of the agencies handling

child welfare; enroll a large percentage of the

more than 500,000 New Yorkers who are eligible

for food stamps but are not currently enrolled;

pass electronic waste legislation, which makes

manufacturers responsible for disposing of toxic

waste in a way that does not pollute our environ-

ment or pose health hazards. Sandi Franklin, Executive Director, Brook-

lyn Center for the Urban Environment

Dim your lights. Use less energy. Shine less.

Drive less. Buy local.Vincent Gentile, Councilman, Bay Ridge

To lose more weight than [Borough President]

Marty Markowitz, grow taller than [City Council-

man] Bill DeBlasio, and to win by a larger mar-

gin than [Sen.] Chuck Schumer.
Marty Golden, state Senator, Bay Ridge

We will be successful in keeping Victory

Memorial Hospital an acute care facility. We will

see the expansion of local schools by building ex-

tensions and additional classrooms. We will target

and eliminate wasteful Medicaid fraud in New

York State. We will adopt legislation that will low-

Including Brooklyn Heights Paper, Carroll Gardens-Cobble Hill Paper, Downtown News,          Fort Greene-Clinton Hill Paper and the
DUMBO Paper

BROOKLYN’S REAL NEWSPAPERS

WE’RE ALL BROOKLYN PAPER NOW

Including The Bensonhurst Paper

BROOKLYN’S REAL NEWSPAPERS

BROOKLYN’S REAL NEWSPAPERSIncluding Windsor Terrace, Sunset Park, Midwood, Kensington, Ocean Parkway Papers

Here it is, folks: The new Brooklyn Pa-

per!
What was wrong with the old Brook-

lyn Paper, you ask? Nothing — but a little

tinkering with our banner will help us uni-

fy all of our editions under one great

name. 
So while you continue to enjoy The

Brooklyn Paper (with a new logo), readers

of our Park Slope Paper will now devour

The Brooklyn Paper/Park Slope Edition,

and Bay Ridge readers will get The Brook-

lyn Paper/Bay Ridge Edition.
Other neighborhoods will have their

own editions, too.This week’s changes are more than

skin deep, and there’s more to come.
On page 2, we’ll tell you “Where to GO”

in a revamped calendar of events section

that features a new civic calendar and a list

of editors’ picks for the best of the bor-

ough’s arts and entertainment offerings. 
Over the next few weeks, you’ll find

expanded coverage of your neighbor-

hood, new columnists, wider arts cover-

age and innovative Web features — all

compiled by the same Brooklyn-based

staff you’ve come to know and love

since this award-winning, family-owned

newspaper began covering the bor-

ough in 1978. As always, we look forward to your

feedback. No, really — our phone num-

bers are right there on page 2 (plus, you

can always e-mail our writers and edi-

tors by using their last name, followed

by @BrooklynPaper.com).A new year, a new look, but the

same great Brooklyn Paper.

By Karen Butlerfor The Brooklyn PaperWant to help Pete Hamill
write his next novel? Ask him
a lot of questions.Hamill, who is one of nine au-

thors participating in this year’s
popular “Eat, Drink & Be Liter-
ary” series at the Brooklyn Acad-
emy of Music, said he likes being
at such events because a smart
audience makes him a better
writer.

“A question asked might sug-
gest a question that has never oc-
curred to me, and [then] forces
me to ponder the answer,” Hamill
told GO Brooklyn. “ If not imme-
diately, then later, in the dark, af-
ter midnight.”Hamill — whose journalistic

career includes editing stints at
the Daily News, New York Post
and Newsday, and whose less-
creative pursuits include the
memoir “A Drinking Life”  and
the novels “Snow in August”  and
“The Deadly Piece” — will head-
line the Jan. 25 event. 
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Th
e 

B
ro

ok
ly

n 
P

ap
er

 f
ile

/ 
Vi

nc
e 

D
iM

ic
el

i

Dine with famousauthors at BAM

See LIT FEST on page 10

Pols and people marknew year with 2007 plans

Zigun

Markowitz

Rev. Billy

Gentile

See RESOLUTION on page 6

KNOW YOUR SIGN
The Paper revealsBridge path markerBy Dana RubinsteinThe Brooklyn Paper

The mystery of the sur-
reptitious sign-maker has
been solved! Okay, so it’s not exactly the

Bermuda Triangle enigma, but
for years, many Brooklyn
Heights residents have won-
dered about the unknown per-
son who had been secretly
hanging hand-painted wooden
signs in Cadman Plaza Park to
guide visitors to the famed, but
impossible-to-find, Brooklyn
Bridge pedestrian pathway.

And now, at long last, The
Brooklyn Paper has found out
who she is: Roslyn Beck.We’d like to say we discov-

ered Beck through diligent,
boot-leather reporting. But in
reality, she was generous
enough to write us a letter — a
letter! — after we mentioned
her then-anonymous handi-
work in an article last month. 

That story was about a plan to
install 110 signs throughout
Downtown that will lead tourists
to many attractions, including the
footpath. The signs, to be in- MYSTERY SOLVED: Roslyn Beck is the lady behind those handmade

signs pointing confused tourists to the Brooklyn Bridge footpath.
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See PATH on page 12

Our 38th president, Gerald Ford, lived in infamy in the minds of

some New Yorkers, thanks not only to the famed Daily News headline,

“Ford to City: Drop Dead,” but his pardon of Watergate fiend Richard

Nixon. Nevertheless, his death on Dec. 26 at age 93 unleashed more

than a small amount of sympathy for the accidental president. Here are

two ways in which Brooklyn mourned.

Brooklyn to Ford: Miss you

By Gersh KuntzmanThe Brooklyn Paper
Gerald Ford is best known for his “only” : He remains

the only president who was elected neither vice presi-

dent nor president.But he was also an “only” in another way: Ford remains, as-

tonishingly, the only president who was an Eagle Scout.

And that, more even than Ford’s 900-day presidency, ex-

plains why Robert Buonvino spent a part of Saturday morning

ringing the 305-year-old
bell (right) at Benson-
hurst’s historic New Ut-
recht Reformed Church in
honor of Jerry Ford.“The church has rung

the bell to mark the death
of every president since
Washington, so obviously,
we were going to ring it
for Ford, too,” said Buon-
vino, who is not only
president of the Friends of
Historic New Utrecht, but also chairman of the Brooklyn chap-

ter of the National Eagle Scout Association.

“But the fact that he was our only Eagle Scout president

made it even more important to me.”
On Saturday, Buonvino used the funeral clapper, which

makes a lower, more mournful “gong” than the standard clap-

per, and sounded the tone 38 times, pausing 10 seconds be-

tween clangs.It’s the first time the bell — which has tolled for every late

president since Washington died in 1799 — had been run since

the death of Ronald Reagan in June 2004. 

The tolling for Washington was more appropriate than for all

the other late great leaders of the free world, it turns out.

Though the church dates back to 1677, Washington was the

only president to ever visit, which he did in 1790.

“At the time, there was a school on the church grounds,”

Buonvino said. “And he visited and had supper at an inn across

the street.
“All the students were told to put on their Sunday bests —

and Washington shook everyone’s hand.”

By Dana RubinsteinThe Brooklyn Papers
No Brooklynite is mourning the

death of President Gerald Ford quite

like the borough’s letter-writer-in-

chief, Louis Schlamowitz, who had

been exchanging missives with Ford

since the 1970s. Not that Schlamowitz is particularly en-

amored of Ford. Over the course of 50

years, Schlamowitz has sent notes to — and

received responses from — every bold-

faced politico from here to Afghanistan. 
Call it an obsession, but Schlamowitz

has posted thousands of birthday cards, an-

niversary cards, get-well wishes, and con-

gratulatory notes to the likes of Fidel Cas-

tro and John F. Kennedy, Dick Cheney and

Nancy Pelosi, Jimmy Carter and Ayatollah

Khomeini — plus every astronaut who has

traveled to space. Indeed, corresponding with Schlam-

owitz is probably the only thing Muammar

Qadaffi and Bill Clinton have in common. 

Schlamowitz has preserved a half-centu-

ry of epistolary history in 60 albums,

which are piled high in a hallway closet in

Canarsie’s Bayview projects. 
One of those albums is devoted to gov-

ernment officials who’ve broken the law.

And each recent president, including the

late great 38th, has his own album. 
“President Ford returned to Congress [in

1970], and I wrote him, ‘I’d like to add your

picture to my collection,’ ”  said Schlamo-

witz.
Flipping through the Ford album, he

pointed to a Ford family Christmas card

from a couple of years back, the ex-presi-

dent looking miles away from his death-

bed. 
There were dozens of such exchanges

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN
Compiled by Susan Rosenthal Jay

WHERE TO
MONDAYJanuary 8

Art writerreads
Love art? Love New York?Then head for the Y inPark Slope to hear LongIsland University art pro-fessor Cynthia MarisDantzic read from herbook, “100 New YorkPainters,” a just-publishedcompendium of artistswho trained in, showed in,lived in, or just have someconnection to Gotham.Dantzic’s book is a whirl-wind tour accompaniedby a generation of artists— including Chuck Closeand George Tooker —who looked to NYC forinspiration.7:30 pm. Prospect Park YMCA(357 Ninth St. between Fifthand Sixth avenues in ParkSlope). Free. Call (718) 599-0960 for information.

SATURDAYJanuary 6

BirthdaybountyDon’t bring gifts forthe 35th birthday ofBrooklyn Heights’ JonQuinn. But do come tohis party — featuringDJ Chris Powers(above) — with checksfor New York Coalitionfor the Homeless.8 pm. Magnetic Field (97Atlantic Ave. at HenryStreet in Brooklyn Heights).Suggested donation: $10.Call (718) 834-0069 or visitwww.magneticbrooklyn.comfor information.

SUNDAYJanuary 7
Justin timeThe preschool set hasalready danced along tohis videos on Noggin,and now they can seetheir favorite musician,Justin Roberts (below), inthe flesh, courtesy ofBrooklyn Center for thePerforming Arts.2 pm. Walt Whitman Theatre(Brooklyn College campus,2900 Campus Rd. at HillelPlace in Midwood). Tickets:$12. Call (718) 951-4500 orvisit www.brooklyncenter-online.org for information.

THURSDAYJanuary 11

Literary feastThe third year of “Eat,Drink & Be Literary”— aseries of dinners andfood-for-thought chats —kicks off at the BrooklynAcademy of Music withthe aptly named novelistFrancine Prose (above).See story on front page.6:30 pm. BAMcafe (Peter JaySharp Building, 30 LafayetteAve. at Ashland Place in FortGreene). Tickets: $45. Call(718) 636-4100 or visitwww.bam.org for information.

FRIDAYJanuary 12
‘Murmur’producersurfacesR.E.M. producer andformer Let’s Activefrontman, Mitch Easterwill support the releaseof his first solo albumin 18 years, “Dyna-mico” with this gig.Brooklynites get tohear it before thosesaps in Manhattanhave to shell out 18bucks at the BoweryBallroom on Saturday.For more BrooklynNightlife options, seeour listings on page 10.8 pm. Magnetic Field (97Atlantic Ave. at HenryStreet in BrooklynHeights). Admission: $10.Call (718) 834-0069 or visitwww.magneticbrooklyn.comfor information.

EDITORS’ PICKS

Lisa 
Yusk

avag
e

INSIDE

Brooklyn’s best picks for things to do in the coming

week — and two extra days for good measure! Our ex-

panded calendar of events BEGINS ON PAGE 2.

For him, belltolls in Ridge

He lost apen pal

and autographed photos, in addition to let-

ters from First Lady Betty Ford, complete

with her rounded, girlish signature.
“The last time I wrote him was when he

went to the hospital — I wished him well,”

said Schlamowitz, 76. “He was a really

good pen pal.”Schlamowitz described the ex-prez as “a

great, very warm, sweet individual.”  But

it’s hard to gauge Schlamowitz’s true feel-

ings, given that he often has to cloak his

actual opinions to add to his collection. 
“Not all of my pen pals are friendly,”

said Schlamowitz. “ I use diplomacy on

some of them. That’s how I get my letters.”

Still, Schlamowitz has yet to coax a re-

sponse from Kim Jong Il, the North Korean

dictator. 
A l ifelong Canarsie resident and former

flower arranger, he began his letter-writing

career when he was stationed in Yung

Dung Po, Korea in 1953. He had just one

Christmas card left, and he asked his friend

what he should do with it.“My friend said, ‘Send it to Harry Tru-

man.’ ” So, as an experiment, Schlamowitz

sent Truman a letter, and got a response on

January 1, 1954. The rest is history (not

Truman’s, but Schlamowitz’s).
Over the years, Schlamowitz has been

visited by FBI agents, and most recently,

officials from Homeland Security eager to

discus his “relationships” with government

officials, and his “motivations” for writing.

“ I said, ‘ I have no motivations. This is

just a hobby!’ ”  he said. “ It’s what keeps

me going.”Regardless of the obstacles, Schlam-

owitz showed no signs of giving up his

hobby last week, as he headed to the lobby

to retrieve his mail. Sure enough, there was an envelope

bearing a signed photo of embattled Senate

Majority Leader Joe Bruno.

Louis Schlamowitz shows off his book of photos and letters that he received from

President Gerald Ford over the years. 
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Grand fireworks
Fireworks lit up the night sky over Grand Army Plaza on

New Year’s Eve, ushering in 2007 in spectacular Brooklyn

style. The display, visible here over the Memorial Arch, be-

gan after the traditional countdown by Borough President

Markowitz. Afterwards, runners set out on the annual “fun

run” in Prospect Park. Markowitz was not among them.
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GREER-OMETER

SAFE!

SAFE!

By Moses JeffersonThe Brooklyn Paper
The only manager to lead the Brooklyn

Cyclones to a New York-Penn League cham-

pionship is back for another tenure as skipper.

Edgar Alfonzo will try to bring the magic back to

Brooklyn’s Real NewspaperBrooklynPaper.com • (718)834–9350 • Brooklyn,NY • ©2007

AWP/16 pages • Vol. 30, No.2 • Saturday, Jan.13, 2007• FREE

BROOKLYN HEIGHTS–DOWNTOWN EDITION

INCLUDING DUMBO

By Adam RatheThe Brooklyn Paper
The editors of the Lonely Planet guidebooks named

Brooklyn one of the top-30 travel destinations for 2007

— and to think, they did it without even mentioning

Greenpoint.Indeed, a neighborhood best known for Polish food and a

massive waterfront fire last May is quickly emerging as the

hottest area of our already-hot borough. Not too far from the

been-there, done-that streets of Williamsburg, trails are being

blazed as formerly industrial strips come alive with bars,

restaurants and shops owned and frequented by the area’s

influx of young, imaginative residents.
The intersection of Greenpoint Avenue and Franklin

Street has become the epicenter of the neighbor-

hood’s dining and nightlife scene, helping to fur-

ther the revival that has put this warehouse-

heavy neighborhood on the real-estate radar.

‘Lonely’ tourists heading for BrooklynFor us, Greenpoint’sFranklin Street is theboro’s new hot spot

BEGIN
S O

N 

PAGE 7

See GREENPOINT on page 10

Let them eat: Liza Queen, chef-owner of Queen’s Hideaway in Green-

point, dishes up different Southern accented meals daily.

By Gersh KuntzmanThe Brooklyn Paper
Oy vey, here come the

tourists.
The editors of the Lonely Planet

travel guide — who have
been telling back-packers where togo for decades —are now telling theworld that thehottest destinationin New York isBrooklyn.

The borough wasone of 30 cities,highways, islands, re-gions, countries andeven river basins onLonely Planet’s just-released list of must-see places in 2007.Brooklyn was third on the list
(OK, so it was alphabetical), which

included the Alaska Highway,
Antarctica (hot, no doubt, due to
global warming), Finland (the
whole country, even the fish pro-
cessing plants), Somaliland (a cor-ner of war-torn Soma-lia), Turkmenistan (nowthat dictator Turkmen-bashi is dead) and NewOrleans (a sentimentalchoice?).

Naturally, the bor-ough’s biggest boosterwas cheering Brook-lyn’s latest accolade,which follows lastyear’s spread in thetony Conde NastTraveler.
“ I  commendLonely Planet for rec-

ognizing what Brooklynites have
always known: our borough is not
just the best place to live, work,
and raise a family — it’s also a

world-class place to visit,”  said
Borough President Markowitz.

So what’s so hot about Brooklyn? 
For one thing, Lonely Planet

seems obsessed with Coney Island,
which is mentioned seven times in
the two-page spread. Under the
heading “Life-changing experi-
ences,”  for example, the book rec-
ommends “passing out on the BDF
train after a big night out, then
waking on Coney Island to see the
sun rise over the Atlantic.”Sounds like fun for the whole

family!
“Europeans love Coney Island,”

explained Ginger AdamsOtis, who
writes Lonely Planet’s New York
City guide.

“Believe it or not, they love the
hot dog-eating contest. I’m not sure
it’s our strongest cultural offering,
but that’s how they know Coney Is-

Kings fit for the masses

See LONELY on page 13

Lazy days of winter
A sun-loving tyke enjoys the spring-like weather last week at Coney Island, just a

few feet from where the Polar Bear Club, which would normally be swimming, held

a silent protest of global warming. See Brooklyn Briefs, page 6.

94 YEARS OLD& HOMELESS
M EET DOMINICK DIOMEDE. HE’S94

years old. He’s lived in Carroll Gardens

for almost every day of his life. He’s

sharp as a tack, pays his rent on time, does free

electrical work for anyone who asks, and is the

cleanest person this side of Tony Randall.

And next week, he’ll be homeless.
Happy New Year, Dom.The story of how Dominick Diomede will up

without a roof over his head is more than a tale of

an old man whose landlord wants him out so he

can get more rent, but a larger story about what

happens when a city chews up and spits out one

of its own.Certainly, though, it starts with a landlord-ten-

ant dispute.Diomede, you see, pays just $500 a month for

his floor-through apartment on Woodhull Street.

His downstairs neighbors? They came much later,

so they pay $2,500.Unlike them, though, Diomede doesn’t have a

lease. He never needed one; his best friend Char-

lie owned the building, and back in the old days,

a handshake and an on-time rent check were the

only contract anyone needed.
But Charlie is long gone and now his grand-

kids want Diomede out. They served him with an

eviction notice on Jan. 5 and he’ ll be forced to

move on Jan. 22. (Neither the landlord, nor his

lawyer, could be reached for comment.)
“Dom’s legal battle is hopeless, really,”  said

Says he’ll sleep in his Buick
before he leaves C’Gardens

Dominick Diomede, 94, has lived in Carroll Gardens for 90

years, but has been evicted from his apartment of 20 years.

THE BROOKLYN
By GershKuntzman
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Thumbs up! Fonzie’s back
to return Cyclones to glory By Adam RatheThe Brooklyn Paper

Martin Luther King Jr. had a dream. Rutha Harris

had a song.“That was a day I shall never forget,”  said Harris, 66, re-

calling performing with her group, the Freedom Singers, just

before King gave his “ I Have a Dream” speech at the Aug.

28, 1963, March on Washington.
Now, 43 years later, Harris, who is still active in the civil

rights movement, will perform at the Brooklyn Academy of

Music’s 21st annual ”Come Share the Dream” tribute to King

on Monday, Jan. 15, at 10:30 am. The event is free. 

Harris, who now lives in Georgia, has resurrected her old

group — rechristened the Albany Civil Rights Museum Free-

dom Singers — which still performs every other week at her

local museum to the civil rights movement.

“We tell the story of the movement through song,”  said

Harris, explaining why she re-formed the group. “Young peo-

ple today don’t know anything about the civil rights move-

ment. The songs are a part of history [that] needs to be told.”

For Harris’s appearance, her first at BAM, she plans to belt

out movement classics, including “I’m Gonna Sit at the Wel-

come Table” and “We Shall Overcome.” 

Joining Harris at the event will be Will Power, the hip-hop

theater innovator whose one-man show, “Flow,”  won a best

theater performance award at the 2004 HBO U.S. Comedy

Arts Festival. His recent modern adaptation of the ancient

Greek drama Seven Against Thebes, titled The Seven, won

three Lucille Lortel Awards in 2006.

GREER REPORT: During Manager George Greer’s topsy-turvy 2006 campaign with the Brooklyn Cyclones, the Brooklyn Paper’s patented

“Greer-ometer” (left) swung like a pendulum. But because virtually no minor-league manager gets fired in the middle of season, both ends

of the device read, “Safe.” Now, with the hiring of former skipper Edgar Alfonzo (right), the “Greer-ometer” makes its final appearance.

a team that hasn’t guzzled champagne since his

2001 Cyclones went all the way in the franchise’s

inaugural season.“We are extremely excited to have Fonzie back in

Brooklyn,”  Cyclones’ General Manager, Steve Co-

hen said in the understatement of the year.  “He is a

proven winner.”Last year’s manager, George Greer, presided over

a topsy-turvy, 41-33 season that began with seven

straight losses, peaked as the team reached first

place midway through the campaign, ended with a

mad dash for the last wild-card berth and crashed

dismally with a first-round playoff sweep by the

hated Staten Island Yankees.Like all prior managers before him — an A-list

of Mets legends that includes Howard Johnson, Tim

Teufel and Mookie Wilson — Greer was not invited

back to Keyspan Park.Under Alfonzo, whose brother, Edgardo, was a

beloved member of the 2000 National LeagueSee FONZIE on page 13

OUT!

BAM honors MLK

Rutha Harris sang at the March on Wash-

ington and she’ll perform Monday at the

Brooklyn Academy of Music’s annual Mar-

tin Luther King Jr. tribute.
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Eliot Widaen, who became Diomede’s lawyer

thanks to a program by the city Department for

the Aging that hooks up seniors with pro-bono

lawyers and social workers. “He doesn’t have a

lease. The court gave him six months [to leave],

and that’s the max.”DFTA has been searching for an apartment for

Diomede, but it doesn’t control any housing units

of its own, and even the city Housing Authority

doesn’t give seniors priority (until they’re actually

on the street, that is — which is the very scenario

the Department for the Aging is trying to avoid).

So that’s it then? A 94-year-old guy who was

best friends with the man whose grandkids are

evicting him will be out on the street simply be-

cause people nowadays can’t wait for an old man

to die before they cash in on the gentrification that

guys like Diomede helped set into motion.

“ It’s all about the money,”  Diomede told me.

“I’ve known this family since 1920. I did all their

electrical work. I shoveled. I mowed the garden.”

The other day, I sat rapt as Diomede told the

story of his life. Born in 1912 — “At 32 Luquer
See DOMINICK on page 13
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See BAM MLK on page 13
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First A.M.E. Zion Church
54 MacDonough St.

(bet. Tompkin & Marcy Ave.)
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Kruger’s right! Let’s stop iPod oblivion!

By Ariella Cohen
The Brooklyn Paper

The site of a Downtown
Brooklyn mall that was re-

D’Town ‘Wal-Mart’ site sold for $125M

THE BROOKLYN
By Gersh

KuntzmanANGLE
LEGIS–ELATION

lives — but most thought it was
unnecessary.

“What’s next?” asked Nicola
Behrman, who was listening to
Elton John’s “Tiny Dancer. “Are
they going to make hoods illegal
because you can’t see as well?”

Now slow it down there. We
have to give Kruger some time
before he can take on such a
huge issue! — with Josh Saul

T
HESE PEOPLE ARE A
menace to society. These
people are dangerous.

These people must be stopped.
I’m talking, of course, about

the iPod people.
You know these people (in

fact, you’re probably one of
them), people who put in those
tell-tale earbuds and suddenly
drift away on a stupor-inducing
cloud of music. They’re not even
aware you (of course, I mean, I)
exist.

Yes, I’m talking to you —
you in the parka standing in the
middle of the subway car who
can’t hear me as I squeeze into
the car. Excuse me. I said, “Ex-
cuse me!” I said: “EXCUSE
ME! Would you move your butt
out of my way?!!?”

And it’s not just the “Pod
People.” Nowadays, people have
serious conversations on their
cellphones while crossing Flat-
bush Avenue against the light
and pushing a stroller.

And some people text-mes-
sage while trying to hold a cup
of hot coffee as they ride their bi-
cycles on Atlantic Avenue.

The other day, I saw a guy
playing a video game while driv-
ing backwards to beat another
car to a parking spot on Court
Street.

Finally, I’m not the only one
angry at these anti-social people
who live in their own world and
shut you out of theirs.

I have an ally in state Sen.
Carl Kruger (D-Bensonhurst),
who wants to make it illegal for
you to use an iPod, cellphone,
Blackberry or any other electron-
ic device while crossing the
street (pacemakers are, apparent-
ly, exempted). 

Kruger said he was moved to
act after the completely avoid-
able deaths of two pedestrians in
his district in the last five
months.

In both cases, the victims
were listening to (cue the horror
movie organ theme) music on
their iPods!

Kruger, who is pushing for a
$100 fine. “People are oblivi-
ous.”

He knows he’s fighting a tough
battle — but then again, so was
Assemblyman Felix Ortiz (D-Sun-
set Park), whose bill made it illegal
to talk on the cellphone while
you’re driving.

On the other hand, that cell-
phone law is probably the most-
violated, and least-enforced, law
on the books (with the possible
exception of adultery).

“Once we educate people that
this is a public safety issue, we’ll
get it passed,” said Kruger.

portedly eyed by Wal-Mart
was sold this week — and the
new owner says that the behe-
moth of Bentonville is not
moving in. 

Acadia Realty Trust and its
development partner Paul
Travis bought the aging Gallery
at Fulton Mall from Thor Equi-
ties for a reported $125 million
last week — and promptly told
Wal-Mart opponents not to
worry about seeing the chain’s
yellow happy face on their
property.

Rather, the partnership in-
tends to demolish the home of
Toys “R” Us, Forever 21, and a
number of smaller retailers to
make room for a 1.8-million-
square-foot office, residential
and retail tower called “The
Center at Albee Square.”

Thor Equities paid just $25
million for the site in 2001.

“We received a letter from
the developer this afternoon
saying that he is not putting a
Wal-Mart at the site,” Pat Pur-
cell, an organizer of Wal-Mart
Free NYC, told The Brooklyn
Paper on Wednesday. 

Purcell, who is also a
spokesman for the union that
represents city grocery workers,
said he hoped the developer
would also be willing to talk
about including affordable

housing in the tower, which
will rise on the site, which is
bordered by DeKalb Avenue,
Willoughby Street and Flatbush
Avenue Extension.

“He was very open-minded
about what should be there,”
Purcell said. “The fact that Wal-

Mart isn’t coming is a victory
for us and the developer has al-
ready said that he will have a
meeting to discuss other is-
sues.” 

And issues there are!  
A separate group of activists

was planning to storm a public
hearing on Thursday, when the
city’s Industrial Development
Agency was set to consider de-
veloper Travis’s request for
$1.7 million in tax breaks.

“It is unreal that the city is
considering giving this devel-
oper a tax break when you have
people right here needing
homes,” said Beverly Corbin, a
Downtown Brooklyn resident
and board member of Families
United for Racial and Econom-
ic Equality.

The subsidy would be
awarded in exchange for in-
cluding three floors of offices in
the building, according to docu-
ments submitted to the IDA by
Travis and obtained by The
Brooklyn Paper. 

In the application for the
subsidy, the developer estimat-
ed that the offices would ac-
commodate 500 “tenant jobs”
and generate nearly $13 million
in direct and indirect city tax
revenue.

The one-time exemption is
routinely awarded to companies
who build offices in areas that

the city wants to maintain, or
strengthen, business districts. 

The city will get a cut of
Thor Equities’ $125 million
sale price because it owns the
land beneath the mall. The
land’s public ownership also
means that Mayor Bloomberg
must approve anything built on
the site, even if it complies with
the zoning. 

Crain’s New York Business
reported the Gallery’s sale on
Tuesday.

The high-rise plans for Albee
Square — a bridge between
Fulton Mall and Fort Greene —
are certainly no surprise, given
that the city upzoned the area in
2004 to encourage just such de-
velopment.

So far, the upzoning has
failed to attract the office ten-
ants and commercial develop-
ers the city had hoped — lead-
ing fiscal watchdogs to worry
that tax breaks will be demand-
ed every time a developer pro-
poses building offices in Down-
town Brooklyn. 

These critics say that the city
should not be handing out tax
breaks to developers who are
already taking advantage of the
upzoning, which freed devel-
opers to build as high as 400
feet — and include profitable
residential development in ar-
eas traditionally reserved only

for offices. 
“The city has created a situa-

tion where developers can build
very profitable residential tow-
ers,” said Dan Steinberg, a
spokesman for Good Jobs New
York. “And so it must use in-
centives to get the offices and
jobs that taxpayers were prom-
ised would come with the
Downtown Brooklyn Plan.”

Janel Patterson, a spokes-
woman for the city’s Economic
Development Corporation, de-
fended the incentive as a neces-
sary aid for developers who are
building costly office space for
tenants that they do not yet
know exist.     

“The incentives being re-
quested  minimize the develop-
er’s exposure to financial risk
for developing commercial
space prior to securing tenant
lease,” said Patterson. 

Patterson also highlighted
the symbolic importance of the
project. 

“It will be the first major
commercial project constructed
in accordance with the city’s
Downtown Brooklyn rezon-
ing,” she said. 

The Gallery was previously
owned by Atlantic Yards devel-
oper Bruce Ratner, who sold it
to Joe Sitt’s Thor Equities after
it failed to attract enough high-
dollar tenants.

This young woman listening to her iPod would be in violation of a proposed law that would
make it illegal to tune out when you walk around. Good, says our columnist.
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Kruger called
it “iPod obliv-
ion.”

“People are
turning on their
equipment and
turning out the
world around
them, and it’s
dangerous,” said

Yeah, right. Seconds after
Kruger put out his press release
on Wednesday, the story had
bounced off the Internet like a
pinata — with most of the cover-
age mocking our beloved law-
maker.

I wanted to defend King
Kruger, so I sought out the man on
the street. Problem was, most peo-
ple couldn’t be bothered to stop
and talk because they were listen-
ing to their iPods. 

“That proposal is ridiculous,”
said Erin Shaw, as she crossed
Ninth Street the other day while
listening to Regina Spektor
through her earphones. “It’s ab-
surd because you should have
the freedom of listening to what-
ever you want. Just because
some people are stupid doesn’t
mean it should be illegal for
everybody.” 

Some diePod wearers were
willing to acknowledge that
Kruger’s bill could save some

This Albee Square tower will
no longer be built
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150 55th Street, Brooklyn, New York 11220

1-718-630-RXRX (7979)

www.LutheranMedicalCenter.com

LUTHERAN MEDICAL CENTER is proud to have received the 2006 Distinguished

Hospital Award for Clinical Excellence™ from HealthGrades,® one of the nation’s leading

health care rating organizations. This award ranks Lutheran Medical Center among the top 5%

of all hospitals in the nation.

In fact, Lutheran Medical Center is the ONLY hospital in Brooklyn, Queens, Staten Island and the

Bronx to achieve this award, which recognizes those hospitals that provide the best overall

outcomes for patients.

Lutheran Medical Center also received the 2006 HealthGrades Excellence Awards for

Gastrointestinal Care, General Surgery Care, Pulmonary Care and Stroke Care.

Best rated health care that’s close to home — everyone deserves it. And now, Brooklyn has it.

To reach a Lutheran HealthCare physician, call 1-718-630-RXRX (7979).

Early morning
blaze kills two
children on 73rd

Big Egypt find
for Museum

By Dana Rubinstein
The Brooklyn Paper

Two little girls died when a
massive fire tore through their
Bay Ridge home Thursday
morning and trapped them in
a second-floor bedroom.

More than 130 firefighters
battled the early morning blaze,
which consumed the three-fam-
ily structure on 73rd Street near
Fifth Avenue.

The two sisters, ages 2 and 4,
were trapped together. One
news report said the mother
tried to rescue them, but was
unable to reach them.

She escaped with minor in-
juries.

The roaring fire broke out
around 5 am Thursday morning
— and was so hot that it buck-
led the siding of the building
next door.

Firefighters fought the dev-
astating blaze in frigid tempera-
tures and high winds, finally
bringing it under control by
7:30 am.

According to reports, neigh-
bors tried to comfort the mother
of the two girls and restrained

her from returning to the burn-
ing home. 

“The mother came out …
she tried to go back in to get
them,” a witness told Newsday.
“She was screaming and it was
awful.” 

Preliminary reports indicate
that more than a dozen people

suffered minor injuries. Most
were treated at nearby Lutheran
Medical Center, while two were
sent to Maimonides Medical
Center in Borough Park.

The cause of the fire is still
under investigation, FDNY of-
ficials said, but it did not initial-
ly appear to be suspicious.

A three-alarm blaze filled two children on 73rd Street on
Thursday morning.

Kruger’s right!
It’s time to stop
iPod oblivion!

THE BROOKLYN
By Gersh
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T
HESE PEOPLE ARE A
menace to society. These
people are dangerous.

These people must be stopped.
I’m talking, of course, about

the iPod people.
You know these people (in

fact, you’re probably one of
them), people who put in those
tell-tale earbuds and suddenly
drift away on a stupor-inducing
cloud of music. They’re not even
aware you (of course, I mean, I)
exist.

Yes, I’m talking to you —
you in the parka standing in the
middle of the subway car who
can’t hear me as I squeeze into
the car.

Excuse me. I said, “Excuse
me!” I said: “EXCUSE ME!
Would you move your butt out
of my way?!!?”

And it’s not just the “Pod
People.” Nowadays, people have
serious conversations on their
cellphones while crossing Flat-
bush Avenue against the light
and pushing a stroller.

And some people text-mes-
sage while trying to hold a cup
of hot coffee as they ride their bi-
cycles on Atlantic Avenue.

The other day, I saw a guy
playing a video game while driv-
ing backwards to beat another
car to a parking spot on Court
Street.

Finally, I’m not the only one
angry at these anti-social people
who live in their own world and
shut you out of theirs.

I have an ally in state Sen.
Carl Kruger (D-Bensonhurst),
who wants to make it illegal for
you to use an iPod, cellphone,
Blackberry or any other electron-
ic device while crossing the
street (pacemakers are, apparent-
ly, exempted). 

Kruger said he was moved to
act after the completely avoid-
able deaths of two pedestrians in
his district in the last five
months.

In both cases, the victims
were listening to (cue the horror
movie organ theme) music on
their iPods!

Kruger called it “iPod obliv-
ion.”

“People are turning on their
equipment and turning out the
world around them, and it’s dan-
gerous,” said Kruger, who is
pushing for a $100 fine. “People
are oblivious.”

He knows he’s fighting a tough
battle — but then again, so was
Assemblyman Felix Ortiz (D-Sun-
set Park), whose bill made it illegal
to talk on the cellphone while
you’re driving.

On the other hand, that cell-
phone law is probably the most-
violated, and least-enforced, law
on the books (with the possible
exception of adultery).

“Once we educate people that
this is a public safety issue, we’ll
get it passed,” said Kruger.

Yeah, right. Seconds after
Kruger put out his press release
on Wednesday, the story had
bounced off the Internet like a
pinata — with most of the cover-
age mocking our beloved law-
maker.

I wanted to defend King
Kruger, so I sought out the man on
the street. Problem was, most peo-
ple couldn’t be bothered to stop
and talk because they were listen-
ing to their iPods. 

“That proposal is ridiculous,”
said Erin Shaw, as she crossed
Ninth Street the other day while
listening to Regina Spektor
through her earphones. “It’s ab-
surd because you should have
the freedom of listening to what-
ever you want.

Just because some people are
stupid doesn’t mean it should be
illegal for everybody.” 

Some diePod wearers were
willing to acknowledge that
Kruger’s bill could save some
lives — but most thought it was
unnecessary.

“What’s next?” asked Nicola
Behrman, who was listening to
Elton John’s “Tiny Dancer.

“Are they going to make
hoods illegal because you can’t
see as well?”
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This young woman listening to her iPod would be in violation of a proposed law that would
make it illegal to tune out when you walk around. Good, says our columnist.

Now slow it down there.
We have to give Kruger some

time before he can take on such
a huge issue!— with Josh Saul
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By Ariella Cohen
The Brooklyn Paper

You can hide your car in a garage, but you can’t hide your
garage in your house. 

It’s a simple lesson that Boerum Hill resident May Mosholu has
learned the hard way — with three orders from the city to stop
building, one mysterious incident of vandalism and plenty of angry
stares from neighbors now that she’s removed the construction fence
that had long shrouded her undercover garage. 

“I always knew the garage was in there behind the fences,” said
neighbor Grant Pezeshki, “but when I finally saw it, I was both-
ered.”

And he wasn’t the only one.
Garages mean curb cuts and curb cuts mean the loss of a valuable

parking space for all the other drivers who don’t have their own lot. 
“The competition for parking is more and more acute on a daily

basis and the more curb cuts there are, the harder it gets,” said Jo
Anne Simon, a Democratic district leader and Boerum Hill resident.

“So, it’s not about someone else having a parking space and not
us, but the larger combination of issues. The garage is illegal and
you are taking away legal spaces to put it there.” 

The neighbors aren’t the only people complaining about the cut,
and the short driveway leading to Moshulu’s secret garage. The De-
partment of Buildings hit her with a violation, citing the zoning code
that forbids curb cuts on properties its size. 

Mosholu did not return phone calls from The Brooklyn Paper.
Buildings officials said this week that she remains in violation of

code and has “10 days to provide the Department with plans to
bring the property into compliance with the zoning regulations.

This ancient Egyptian lintel was found last month in Egypt by
archeologists from our own Brooklyn Museum.

B
ro

o
kl

yn
 M

us
eu

m

OPEN
7 DAYS
7AM-10PM

VEGAS
AUTO SPA

555 7th Avenue
enter from 19th St. just south of 7th Ave.

718-768-WASH (9274)
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CAR WASH

THE
CHEAPEST

CAR
WASH

IN
BROOKLYN!

“Platinum” Express Car Wash

Not to be combined with any other offers. Expires 4/15/2007

$277
WITH
COUPON
PLUS TAX

Includes:
• Double-body Bath
• FREE Under Carriage Blast

• Clean Wheels
• Hand Towel Dry

“Deluxe” Express Car Wash

Not to be combined with any other offers. Expires 4/15/2007

$554
WITH
COUPON
PLUS TAX

Includes:
• Double-Body Bath
• Wheel Bright
• Under Carriage Blast

• Hand Towel Dry
★ Wet Wax
★ Triple Polish
★ Armor All Tires

“The Best” Express Car Wash

Not to be combined with any other offers. Expires 4/15/2007

$808
WITH
COUPON
PLUS TAX

Includes:
• Double-Body Bath

• Wheel Bright

• Under Carriage Blast

• Hand Towel Dry

★ Wet Wax

★ Triple Polish

★ Armor All Tires

★ Complete

Rain-X Service

“D’Amico:
The Best

Cup of Coffee
in the City”
–– Fox 5 Good Day New York

COFFEES, GIFT BASKETS, & GOURMET FOODS

309 Court Street • damicofoods.com • (718) 875-5403
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In a cardiac emergency, call 911. For more information, visit www.maimonidesmed.org.

Ranked #1 in New York State for 
Cardiology Services by HealthGrades®.Passionate about medicine. 

Compassionate about people.
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Maimonides 
Medical Center.

The #1 rated hospital 
for Cardiology Services 

in New York State is 
in the heart of Brooklyn.

While this news might be a bit startling to some, 

to many people in the health care community it comes 

as no surprise at all.

You see, the Maimonides Cardiac Institute has a 

long history of achievement in the fi eld of coronary 

care, with such milestones as the fi rst successful heart 

transplant in the U.S. and the 

development of the world’s 

fi rst implantable pacemaker. 

These pioneering efforts continue to this day as 

Maimonides is in the forefront of new treatments and 

technologies, including the use of robotically assisted 

heart surgery, biventricular pacing and heart ablation 

for atrial fi brillation. 

Our expertise extends to angioplasty as well.

Maimonides is rated #1 in New York City for Interven-

tional Cardiology. 

The Cardiac Institute is one of the most compre-

hensive cardiac centers in the nation, offering inva-

sive and non-invasive, medical and surgical care. We 

are also a true partnership among referring doctors, 

cardiologists, cardiothoracic surgeons, nurses and 

professional staff, all sharing the singular goal of im-

proved cardiac care for the Maimonides patient.

Which really begs the question: why would any-

one go to Manhattan for great cardiac care when you 

can get it right on one of Brooklyn’s major arteries?


